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% The next editor, Alexander Pope (1725), brought to his task a
poet’s instinet and an exquisite metrical sense. But, for the drudgery
of editorial labour he was totally unfitted, and, though he added
passages from the quartos and identified as verse various lines
printed as prose, his failures were many. These were severely
exposed in ‘Shakespeare Restored’ (1726) by Lewis Theobald
(1688-1744), the first important critic and reviser of the old texts.
Pope had no talent for editorial workmanship, but he had a genius
for spite, and he replied to Theobald’s criticism by making him the
hero of The Dunciad. Theobald’s own edition of Shakespeare
appeared in 1733. He was followed by Sir Thomas Hanmer (1744), who
produced an edition for gentlemen by a gentleman, with everything
handsome about it, except the text which was naught. The next editor,
William Warburton (1698-1779), Bishop of Gloucester, was one of
those bullies of literature whose success is incredible to later ages.
His edition (1747) is remarkable alike for its insolence and its
ignorance. His conjectures would furnish a curiosity shop of impossi-
ble words. Almost the sole value of Warburton’s edition is that
it drew from Thoms Edwards in 1748 an ironical supplement, which,
reissued as The Canons of criticism, takes high place among critical
studies of Shakespeare. The long announced and long-delayed
edition of Dr. Johnson appeared in 1765 and atoned for its technical
defects by the great preface, which is one of the landmarks in English
literary criticism, With the next editor, Edward Capel (I713-'81),
begins the scientific study of the text, for he wag the first to make
complete and exact collations of all the old copies and thus to put
textual criticism on the right path. His arrangement of the lines is
that now usually followed,
— The Concise Cambridge History of English Literature: pp. 279-280
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KAMBAN AS EDITED BY T. K. C.
(Hindu: 14.2-'54)

Sri T. K. Chidambaranatha Mudaliar, the reputed Kamban
:scholar has brought out a second edition of the first two kandan.ls. of
Ramayanam with introduction, notes and appendix. His first edition
appeared in 1942.

For over thirty years, Mr.T. K. C. (as he is popularly known)
has been devoting his time to a study of Kamban and more than
anybody else, he has been responsible for popularising Kamban
among the cultured, higher circles of our society. His discourses are
always conducted in easy colloquial style, with a charm all its own.
His expository power is great. His mind is essentially poetic and
his approach to poetry is, in the main, artistic. He has a theory
of poetry (Introd. VII-XXVIII) which he elaborates with due
-emphasis and illustrates amply from Tamil poems. He possesses a
remarkable sense of rhythm. With such unique equipment,
Mr, T. K. C. began to work at the text of Kamban, He easily found
out that several stanzas in the available editions did not come up to
the level of Kamban’s art and genius. Hence he attempted the great
tasle of excision of such spurious stanzas, and, of discovery of the
genuine Kamban. Out of several thousands, he could vouch for the
genuineness of only a few hundreds. For instance, of the 1420 stanzas
of Balakandam, he could at first count only 169 stanzas undoubtedly
ascribable to Kamban. He had his results tested in the presence of
sympathetic friends who sat enthralled by the charm of his exposition.
He felt assured that he could, with unerring insight, distinguish the

genuine from the spurious stanzas so abundant in Kamban’s great
Kavya.

He further continued his researches into genuine Kamban and
decided, in the edition now before the public, to omit a couple of
stanzas from those of his former sdition. So in the Balakandam only
167 stanzas have survived Mr. T, K. C.’s acid test. He does not
mince matters and remarks with perfect candour that ‘the stanzas
of the text herein presentel are the only genuine uttersnces of
Kamben in the kanda. They must not be taken as a string of stanzas
-gelected from a bigger text. The rest of the stanzas (1253) are all
interpolations and being inappropriate in every respect and altogether
lifeless, they are deliberately omitted’ (Introd. P. XVIl1). He
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justifies this wholesale omission by stating that a major portion of
the genuine text had fallen a prey to accidents and was destroyed
{Introd. P. XV). According to this view, there must be a considerable-
number of gaps even in the narration of the Ramayanam story and
the question would naturally arise whether Kamban ever wrote his.
great kavya from beginning to end. As if in reply to this, he states
further that ¢later poets have supplied the deficiency by interpolo-
tions and additions which have completely swamped the criginal.’
This is quite a novel position and literary criticism would put
Mr. T. K. C. to the strictest proof of everyone of his assumptions and
statements. Vague generalities, ipse dixits, dictatorial pronounce-
ments and intuitive perceptions are entirely out of place in any
scientific study, textual criticism not excluded. Each omission of
stanzas, incidents and episodes must be separately taken up and
examined critically. The nature of the Epic poem must be constantly
borne in mind. So long as this procedure is not adopted, we are
compelled to hold that Mr. T. K, C.’s conclusion is not valid, To judge
of Kamban without his Ramayanam is something inconceivable.

Even of these 167 stanzas, as many as 75 are found corrupt and
do not, according to Mr. T. K. C., come up to the level of Kamban's
postic genius. These have been corrected by him without any
manuscript authority and made worthy of this great poet. Most of
these corrections are listed in the appendex. One of them may be
instanced here. In st. 93 of Balakandam (T. K. C.s edition), the
first line has been entirely altered without any textual authority and
5o also the last two metrical feet. To take such unwarranted liberties
with the text and yet to claim that it is genuine Kamban is past
understanding. By the way, the third and fourth feet of the first line
betray o false rhythm which can never be associated with any poet,.
lot alone Kamban. If these corrections are meant to be emenda-
tions, then each instance of the proposed emendation must be shown
to have some relation to the existing text and the editor has the
further responsibility of tracing all the corruptions to their respective
original, genuine texts, as he conceives them to be. Study and
collation of manuscripts are the first requisites of any scientific

textual criticism, >
The chandam (tana tannans, ete,) given in the edition is a

feature altogether new and is very original. What it is, Mr. T. K. C.
does not explain. Our ancient prosodists applied this term to
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quatrains, each line of which might bave uniformly a minimum of
4 letters and o maximum of 26 letters, consonants always excluded.
Such quatrains were not considered capable of being reduced to a
pattern like tana tena, etc. Evidently this is not meant. Latterly the
term was spplied to rhyme-patterns where tana tana, etc., had rele-
vancy. But its application was more exacting. The quantity and
quality of the letters of each cir were required to correspond to the
pattern, time-beat being & controlling factor. Perhaps Mr. T. K. C,
means this. If =0, the term is a misapplication. 1t is applicable
-only -in respect of rhymes such as we find in Arunagirinathar’s
‘Tiruppugal which is a classic example and has no application to
Kamban’s poem. It may be that Mr. T, K. C. includes.in this term
the rhythmic flow of verses. In that case, it totally ignores the
fundamentsal distinction between rhyme and rhythm, Rhythm is
the *form which the poetic spirit seeks spontaneously to fashion: for
iteelf and as such, it perfects poetry by providing it with its most
‘natural and adequate means of expression. It adds greatly to the
-nesthetic pleasure which it is & chief function of poetry to afford.’
But it cannot be reduced to any pattern like tana tana ete. Chandam
{(rhyme) in Kamban's poetry—of course excepting initial rhymes—is
simply non-existent. May be it is used in the loose sense of a ‘ mettu.’
Whatever is meant by ¢chandam’, it becomes unnecessary when the
stenzas are properly scanned. Not content with providing this
mlsunderstood and misapplied ‘chandem’ to the various metres of
the work, most of the stanzas are so scanned as to make the last

syllabic instant hang apert, as if it does duty for a cir. The intreduc-
jtmn to the edition clearly mentions ¢ir (metrical foot) as an important
-element of a verse-line (p. IX) and yet its nature seems to have been
‘somewhat overlooked.

Even in the domain ot the chief divisions of Ramayena, consi-
derable. iiroad has been made byT K. C. Several ‘padalams’ are
omitted, . e. g., Ahslikei-p-padalam,, . Parasurema-p-padalam, A fow
Pade,lams age, clubbed together and given new titles, ¢, g., Arrup.pada-
jam ' and: Nattu-p-p&da.la.m are. moluded in Kosala: Nattin-valam,
I:a;dependent padalams. are aubsmmed under a smgle pada.lam,e s
Ulaviysr-padalam and Kolarg-kan-padalam are given under Elucchi-
p-padalam,  Stanzes are transferred from' one- padaia,m to another,
[ 5 8 mmnly in- suppressed padalams, é..g.,-8t. 1L of Ulaviyar

-pad‘élmn ’ gwen under Elucshipadalani (St. 141). Conseduent]
Sirder Bf éVehite-untsifgoes: ahanigey, ieisiin
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The titles of sub-headings given by the editor smack very much
of a propagandist’s fare. Kandippargala pulavargal (p.-2), Itho
varukirathu vel! (p. 32), atata! thuyar-sli-t-thuyinrane (p. 78,
Janakan Jaageikku elugiran (p. 129) and Dasaratha mannanukku
Jey! (p. 227) amply prove this.

The introduction contains many statements which are worthy
of serious consideration, But some of them are ne more than the
editor’s crotehets, Such for instance are his slighting remarks ‘abont
the inferiority of English poetry in general. His sarcastic reference to
our University men is again of this nature. He has scant respect for
historicel investigations. It may be noted in this connection that he
has accepted Saka 807, Panguni Hasts, as the date of a.rangerram‘ of
Kamba Ramayana. When was the Saka era introduced in the Tamil
country by its rulers ? How long after did it come .into general vogue?
When was the term arangerram (originally applied to Natys maugu-
ration) applied to the publication of literary works ? - These questions’
do not trouble him in the least. The fact that the verse which gives this
date is not found in the earliest Kamban ms. (Kollam 753 A. D, 1578)
now available has no significance for him. That this date would make
Kamban chronoclogically earlier than the Alvars (e. 2. Th.lrumangm,
Nammalvar), to some of whom heis indebted for ideas, expressxon
and incidents is not a matter of any importance to him. - The truth is
that Kamban lived in the latter half of 12th centu:y as he meninons
Tyaga-vinodan, the title of hig contemporary king Ku!ott'tmga II[
There is also an old stanza in support of this date. This date accords
well with almost everything known of Kambsan and handed. dovm 0
us by tradition.

But tradition, even though recorded, bas no value for Mr. T. K. .G,
except a8 providing a basis for his poetic fancy to, weave stories about
Kamban, For instance, the stanza ‘Ullangal’ at p, XXXT ig. 8
composxtxon of Kalamegham about Amur-kalappalan and it 'is
recorded as such by Padikkasup pulavar in his Thondmmandaln.
Satakam, written about A. D. 1710%(see  Peruvntogai, st. 1239). Mr.
T. K. C. ascribes this quietly to Kamban and narrates a story, all a
creation of hisown fancy. Of course e tampers with the original.
Such pranks have become s habit with him. The last stanza . ‘Inrallo
Kamban irants nal’ (P. XXXVII)is & caplta.l instance in this line. He
quietly corrects the original ‘Inro nam’ into ‘Inrallo’ forgettmg ‘the
whole history of ‘allo’. This word is & modern colloguial form: of the
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word ‘anro’ and it could not have been used by any poet of Kamban’s
time. In fact, it is & prochronism. Even at the present day, it does
not find & place in literrary usage. Yet Mr. T. K. C. claims
(P. XXXVIIF. N.) that the stanza (with his alteration) is worthy of
Kamban and could have been composed either by him or by his
resurrected self or by a great poet of Kamban’s order and genius!

Such failings apart, Mr. T. XK. C. is at his best in his prefatt?ry
remarks and explanatory notes. His easy colloquial style is c.hannmg
and his explanations are almost always clear and to the point. He
emphasises the emotional value of Kamban'’s utterances and we are
grateful to him for drawing our attention to this aspect which is
generally ignored by our commentators. A few melodramatic features
and inanities such as we find in his explanation of the musical term
naivalam (p. 135) could have been avoided. The first line index as

given by T. K. C. is not easily serviceable and a person requires some
practice before using this.

Mr. T. K. C.’s Ayodhya Kandam also follows the same lines as
his Balakandam. However, he is more generous here and admits 550
stanzas as genuie Kamban, out of a total of 1,210. The usual but

incorrect name °‘ Palliyadaippadalam’ is retained though literary
usage favours only Pallipadaippadalam.

On the whole Mr. T. K. C.’s Ramayanam is a welcome addition.

It indicates to us a poetic approach to Kamban, which is at once easy
and pleasant. It gives us a text artisticall

y printed and pleasing to
the eyes. It shows us the several pitfalls in the way of reconstructing
a reliable Kamban text. It makes us realise that aesthetic enjoyment

of poetry must rest on a sure foundation of critical scholarship. And
finally, it impresses on us the urgent necessity of bringing out a
Kamban edition conceived in a scientific spirit and based on a
systematic study and collation of all available manuscripts.

8. Vaiyapuri Pillai



THE AGE OF KAMBAN - A REJOINDER

(Reproduced from the Indian Express with slight modifications)

Some months back, I reviewed in the columns of the Hindu
(dated 14-2-’54) an edition of Kamban’s Bala and the Ayodhysa

Kandams with introduction, notes etc., by my late lamented friend
Mr. T. K. Chidambaranatha Mudaliar. In the course of the review, I
criticised his opinion about the date of the poet and summed up
briefly the gevoral reasons which made it totally unacceptable. These
reasons had already been fully discussed by me in my Tamil-Chudar

Manigal (1952 : Second Edition, pp, 111-133).

Mr. A. C. Paul Nedar of the Tuticorin Bar, leaving out the
main points raised in my review, took up the above chronological
n alone for consideration and wrote a review of my review
entitled ¢ The Age of Kamban” which appeared in the columns of
the ¢Indian Express’ (Sept. 21, 1954). As its readers are likely to
he misled, and as the matter itself is of great importance to the
History of Tamil Literature, 1 am writing this rejoinder.

questio

whether Kamban is to be ascribed to the
Saka era 807 or later by about three centuries. The only ground for
the former view is & stanze ‘Enniya Sakattam’ found as a taniyan in a
large number of Kamban manuseripts ; while several historical facts
hear strong evidence for the later date. Responsible scholars, such as
the late V. Kanakasabhai Pillai, M. Sreenivass Iyengar and others held
this favourito stanza as obviously spurious, and simply brushed it
aside even without mentioning it. However the late Mahavidwan

R. Raghava Iyengar thoroughly examined the position and came to

the conclugion that the earlier Saka date 807 was untenable (Sen
Tamil, Vol. 3). The late Mr. T. Selvakesavarays Mudaliar also con-

firmed this position by geveral other reasons. The world of scholars
accepted the later date as gottled. But occasionally discordant
voices were heard, mainly from V. V. 8. Iyer and from T. K, C. (to .
whom, according to Mr. Nadar, historic investigations lay outside the

The point at issue is
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scope of his great work) and his followers. This fact and the desire to
complete my series of studies on Kamban made me enter into the
question de novo. I was able to add some further reasons strengthen-
ing the view of a later date for Kamban’s great Kavya. I broadcast
my conclusions from the A.I.R., Madras Station. Later, my views
were embodied in & section on Kamban in my Tamil-Chudar Maniga)
{2nd edition 1952).

MANUSCRIPTS

In my review, I pointed out that a manuscript (dated Kollun
753) in my possession did not contain the stanza ‘enniya-sakattam.’
Mr. Nadar threw doubt even at the existence of this manuscript. He
seems to be under the impression that the stanza is without exception
found in all Kamban manusecripts now available. He could have
easily verified my statement, and satisfied himself about its existence
and the absence of the stanza. This dircet method did not somehow
appeal to him. He must bave his own reasous not to have availed
himself of this method. Whatever they are, Mahavidwan R. Raghuva
Iyengar had pointed out that another stanza ‘Avin-kodai-¢-
cakarar-ayirattu-nurolittu’ ! was found in some manuscripts
Ben Tamil 1II, p. 53). This would show that in such manuscripts
at least ‘enniya Sakattam’® was absent. When I referred to
the former stanza, Mr. Nadar found fault with me that
I had not given the stanza in full. But he had forgotten that
it was a review that I wrote for an English Daily and that I could
merely refer to the stanza in such a paper. Moreover in my
Tamil-Chudar Manigal, it had been given in full and, as I said before,
R. Raghava Iyengar quoted it fifty years ago in ‘Sen Tamil’. As a
student of Kamban and his chronelogy, Mr. Nadar should have known
it. This stanza affirms that Kamban composed his great Kavya in
Saka 1100.

SA¥A ERA

About the saka date, I set a series of queries, which, if
considered critically, would in no uncertain manner lead to a correect
\

1. gdier Gsrmes oar rrrig wOwPiss @ Ao
WYISTT BT DU - YW RTIE Erri @ oy B s sor Qowsnwwrs ury @ar SIroTE
SISS 55 s s,
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solution of the chromology. I had: asked when was the Saka era
introduced in the Tamil country by its rulers snd how long after did ¢

come into general vogue.

Mr. Nadar proclaimed that the era * began in 78 A. D. We are
indeed grateful for this piece of information. But it should be noted
that the era itself is not associated with the Sakas till more than five
hundred years after its foundation {(The Age of Imperial Unity,
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1953). He has also given four instances
where it ocours.  One of these is a colophon in Loka-vibhaga, & Jaina

treatise in Prakrit.

Of the other instances, the so-called Aivarmalai inscription
alone is relevant. Its date is given as Saka 792. It is one of the twe
earliest inseriptions 3 in Tamil, the other belonging to a Bana King
(S. I. I III, No. 44) of Saka 810. The former inscription records
‘the renewal of the images of Parsva Bhatarar and Yakshis at
Tiruvayirai by one Santiviraguravar, the pupil of Gunaviraguravadi-
gal’ (The Pandyan Kingdom, K. A. N. Sastri, p. 95). From a study of
these inscriptions, we are compelled to hold that the Jains were the
first to introduce the exotic Saka era in the South. For they came
m North India where this era was founded and spread

originally fro
at learning. The history of the

gradually in the South with their gre
Kaliyuga and of the Vikrama era of the Vedic Hindus may be
here compared. The rulers of Kannada country where Jainism was

predominant, adopted first this system of chronology in e. 600 AD,
About 800 A.D., the Ajvarmalai inscription was recorded. A
century at least must bave elapsed before it found favour with the

Pamil Kings, and was introduced by them in their inseriptions. Most

probably it came into general vogue about the end of 10th century
A.D. Hence the stanza mentioning the Saka era 807 in Kamban mss.

could have been only & later fabrication.
Nos
th the founder of theera and with the

2. The various views conpected wi
date when it bagan are all given listed in Appendix V of the History of Indlum
Literature, Vol. 11, by M. Winternitz, pp. 611 to 614,

3 About the Saka date, Dr. Tleet says: ‘18 quote the saka era; and of these
12 are in Kanarese, 4 in Telugu, snd only 2 in Tamil inscriptions. The Saka year
991 is quoted in the date of & Tamil inscription of Vitarajendra, which does no
&dumit of verification.”” (ET- viiL. p. 261.)
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Attention may also be drawn to the fact that no Tamil literary

work bearing Saka date is found in the 9th or 10th century A.D. Even
inscriptions bear only regnal years of Kings. With regard to Saka

1100, the date of the stanza discovered by Raghave lyengar, no such
objection cculd be taken. Inscriptions as well as literary works of the
period quote this era.

ARANGERRAL

The spuriousness of the stanza containing Saka 807 is evident
from other expressions also. The phrase arangerrutal was originally
a technical term and applied to the first performance of a danseuse
in the august presence of a King and his assembly. The Silappadikaram
has used it in this sense in Arangerru-kadai. It was never applied
in early days to any literary exposition for the first time of a work by
its author in a learned assembly either with the King presiding or
without. References to Pattiyal works such as Pannirupattiyal
(C. 12th century) Vacchananthi malai (C. 13th Century) and Nava-
nitha-p-pattiyal (C. 14th century) will make this plain. These do not
use the term ‘Arangerrutal’ in connection with the first exposition of
any literary work. The prefatory stanzas of Chulamani, Chintamani
etc. also bear evidence to this. Later on, the meaning of the term
has been extended to the literary performance also. If in the printed
editions of the above works the term is found, it is only as headings
introduced by editors according to its modern usage. The authors
themselves, till about 13th or 14th century, did not use this term
in its late sense. As the stanza ‘enniya-sakattam’ contains this term
in this sense, it could have been only a fabrication of a late date.

This argument of mine was misunderstood by Mr. Nadar.
Instead of showing instances from classics where the term. has been
applied to their first exposition in an assembly, he has replied that
‘such a practice seems to be as old as Tolkappiyam, as is indicated in

the introductory stanza.’ I mnever questioned this fact and my
criticism was all about the nc.-application of the term ‘arangerral’
to such an exposition,

KAMBA-NADU

“There is one other expression which has to be considered in this
connection. It calls Kamban as Kamba-nadan, There has never,
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been such a district as Kamba-Nadu known in the Tamil land. When
the unrivalled genius of the poet became a recognised fact and his
great influence in spreading Vaishnava religion was felt more and
more, his admirers began to add epithets to his name. His religious
followers gave him the attribute of Alvar and styled him Kambanat-
talvan ; his secular followers who admired only his poetic genius
styled him as Kamba-nadan, creating for him an imaginery nadu
or district which he could rule over. Some of these followers called
him Kavi - ¢ - Chakravartti. These attributes came to be applied in
about the 16th century A. D. The earliest instance of ‘“Kamba-nadan”
occurs in a stanza of Arasakesari, the author of Raghuvamsam in
Tamil. So most probably the stanza ‘enniya-sakattam’ was a fabri-

cation of the 16th century.

VAISHNAVA ALVARS

I had argued at length, quoting parallels, that Kamban was
indebted to Tirumangai and Nammalvar for ideas, expressions, and
incidents and that therefore he must have flourished long after these
Alvars. For this argument of mine, Mr. Nadar says that there is
nothing intrinsically wrong in holding that Kamban was born earlier
than these Alvars. This statement is startling. The History of Tamil
Literature and the history of Vaishnavism in the South are all against
Mr. Nadar’s view. 1 shall leave his reply at that.

TYAGA-VINODAN

< Tyaga-vinodan’ occurs in Ramayanam (Maruttumalai-p-
padalam, st. 58). A certain town which went by the name of Tirai-
moor during Vikrama Chola’s reign was some decades later, re- -named
Tyaga-vinodan arrur and this change took place during the time of
Kulottunga I1I who reigned from D. 1178 to 1216 (Sen Tamil, I
p- 119, 121; K. A. N. Sastri’s Cholas I 115). This shows clearly that
‘Tyaga—vinodan’ was a title of a king and that he wasnone other
than Kulottunga ITI. Following the kin, some of his officers added
this title to their names. For instance ‘Tyaga-vinoda muvenda velan’
(M. E. R. 28 of 1927), ‘Tyaga-vinoda Bhattan’ (ibid. 169 of 1927).
His feudatories assumed titles ending in Vinodan, such as ‘Arungalai-
vinodan’ (Nannul, prefatory verse), ‘Vira-vinodan’ (Sen Tamil I, 117).
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The stanza where this title is found cannot be easily forged and
interpolated. It requires a very intimate knowledge of Chola history,
-snd there is no necessity also for forging it. It is found in all
manuscripts without exception. The Saka 1100 in the stanza avin-
kodai-c-cakarar-ayirattu-nurolittu’ exactly coincides with the begin-
ning of the reign of Kulottunga III. By this fact, the genuineness of
this taniyan also is amply proved. The traditional stories which
‘connect Kulottunga and Kamban, some of them testified to by
inscriptions, illustrative verses in the earliest commentary on Nannul
(of Kulottunga’s time) and by stray stanzas, are all, though not in
their present form, confirmed to some extent by the stanza in
Maruttumalai-p-padalam. If we assign Kamban to the latter half
of 12th century and the beginniug of 13th cent. (c. 1150-1225) we may
not be far from truth. For this definite conclusion, the above stanza
(Maruttumalai 58) is of supreme importance and its historieal value is
unimpeachable.

The treatment of such a piece of evidence by Mr. Paul Nadar
is characteristic. He says ‘no theory can be based on the vague
reference made in a stray stanza of dubious authenticity.” No comment
is necessary.



KAMBAN

Kamban is far and away the greatest of the Tamil poets. Yet
it is curious that the Chola King of the time, a great patron of art
and learning, did not give him the recognition that his merit deserved.
His elder contemporary, Ottakkuttar was the Kavichakravartti, or
poct-laureate, of the Chola court and was the recipient of all its
henours.  According to tradition, he jealously guarded his position
and influence and he kept down young aspirants to fame, Kamban
included. Neither with him nor with the king did Kamban find favour,
for he was a Vaishnavaite, and Saivaism was the state religion. And
thoso were not days of toleration. Not that Kamban was 4 fanatic.
His humanity was too deep, his culture too wide, and his learning too
profound to be disturbed by little religious differences. He preferred to
live a quiet, simple life, which he did in the company of a kindred spirit
Sadaiappa Vallal, a noble of the time. It need not surprise us
therefore that he did not seek the limelight and the pomp of the king’s
court. But there seoms to have been another and a deeper cause for
the neglect by .the literary circles. Kamban was not a blind follower
of poetic tradition; he was a daring genius and an iconoclast. .In his
days,the current ideal of poetry scorned simplicity and naturalness
while exalting sonorous artificiality. The prevalent taste was morbid,
and had a weakncss for mere tricksof verse, elaborate alliterations and
frequent internal rhymes. These were all abhorrent to Kamban. He
made ever new experiments in metre and verse, and produced a har-
mouny never achieved before. He set up in fact a new tradition, which
began to find followers. Thus he exercised an adverse influence
against the current notions of poytry. The poets of his age looked
down upon this heresy, and taunted him with his humble birth.

We know very little about his e\arly life. He belonged to the
Uvaccha caste and was a native of Tiruvalundoor, in Tanjore District.
His father was one Adittan. Tradition weaves round him & good
many stories and has given him a son called Ambikapati, Byt thesp
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accounts are of very doubtful authenticity. We need not enter into
further details, for we are concerned here more with his work as a
poet than anything olse.

In spite of the unfavourable milieu noted above, his
genius seems to have been recognised even by his contemporaries.
In the commentary of Virasoliyam, for instance, we find it stated :
‘svuflas Quampsw uer g’ (In Kamban indeed is greatness). The
king’s indifference and the animosity of his poet laureate could do
nothing and Kamban’s fame was an established fact as soon as his
great Kavya was published,

Heterodox scholars like the commentator on Virasoliyam, and
the great gatherings of people who had the rare privilege of listening
to the poem from the poet’s own mouth, spread his roputation. 'The
king had to take notice and our poet seems to have been invited to
the court where he stayed for some time. But he was an exotic in
his new surroundings and came back to the people and his old
friends. His poem became increasingly popular; and everywhere he
was hailed as a divinely inspired poet. The public conferred on him
the title that the king denied. S0 he became Kavi-chakravartti, the
Emperor of Poets and, to this day, he alone of all the Tamil peets, is
known by that glorious title. And the more we study his poem,
the more we realise how just the popular verdict is.

The subject that the poet chose was one of the causes of the
popularity of his great poem. The story of Rama is as old as our
motherland. We cannot say when or where it had its origin. It is not
the simple and original composition of one poet, Valmiki. This great
sage tells us that it was Narada who first narrated the story to
him. 8o, it belongs to that type of ancient story which forms the
basis of authentic epic or epic of growth. It must have existed as
‘ epic material* long, long prior to Valmiki’s days and was, perhaps,
« fragmentary, scattered, loosely related, sometimes contradictory,
each piece, of comparatively small size, with no intention beyond
hearty narrative.” It was @ national heritage and the genius of
Valmiki converted it into an epie.

Even in the earliest times, this national story had spread
throughout the length and breadth of our couutry. In Purananury,
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and Ahananuru which belong to the earliest strata -of extant
Tamil literature and which may be ascribed to the early centuries
of the Christian era, we find references to tha Ramayana story.
Later, there seems to have been a complete version of
the Ramayana even in those days. It was in venba metre and a few
verses of it have come down to us. Thus we see that the story of
Rama had been exercising a potent influence in the Tamil land from
the earliest times. Local legends too were absorbed into the main
story. The mythological element in the original developed in course
of time into a religious element and the hero of the story was
conceived as an avatar. The Alvars had sung of the hero in their
soul-stirring hymns. The pietistic school. which flourished in the
eleventh century and later, embellished the story and expounded it

in a vivid, conversational style.

At the beginning of the twelfth century, the Chola power was
at its height, and an imperial state was realised for the first time in
the history of the Tamils. It looked as though Kamban appeared
just then to give artistic expression to this sovereign power.

It was through the great story of Rama, which had been deve-
loping through the ages to mighty proportions, that he sought this
poetic expression. The danger he was courting would have dismayed a
lesser poet. On the one sido, there was Valmiki's opic grand, majestic,
melodious and simple. On the other, there was the great populace
who were familiar with the theme in all its details, and who would
constantly sit in judgment, and condemn him forthwith, if his poem
failed in emotion or flagged in narration. And they were clearly the
supreme judges, for, epics in our country were primarily intended for
public recitation.

Whoever the judges, Kamban was all eager and dared the
.great task. How his poetic genius unfolded itself through the long
panorama of incidents must be a malter of study for years. Kamban
was no mere imitator of Valmiki, The plot is conceived anew in the
light of changed ideals. The characters in the story are drawn with a
power and inwardness rarely equalled. His poetic vision is 80 power-
ful that he seizes the very soul of a situation and makes his characters
live thrcugh action and dialogue. Owing to this rare dramatic power,
his poem has been called Kamba Natakam. Every incident pesses
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through his iridescent imagination and is portrayed ina manner
which grips our soul. He is a master of every kind of sentiment, and
is equally at home in depicting love and war. There are altogether
fourteen pitched battles described in the poem and each action stands
out clearly individualised.

He was a close observer of life and we get glimpses of it all
over his great work. He describes the court of two kings, viz.,
Dasaratha and Ravana. He portrays an ideal state in describing
Dasaratha’s country. He says Dasaratha ruled his kingdom with that
amount of care and attention that a poor cultivator would bestow
upon his one little piece of land :

wQuwer erapums QUG @) DT e
QueriQuirds Senay i ap ey s B sred @er
WS WYV HID A1 FGCHST @UDL|igT
Qewisrons args Qo g o745 QFwBer mper.

And in describing Ravana’s durbar, he gives us more than one
picture of a tyrannous king’s court whero fear dwelt in all hearts.

He says:
QerenBuimr 31 @aranyd Bsnsgh ereTLI® S
2 GraTei &7 gk GEg o & Pwi
Weraradir weanlapy alcsams Galssisar
geraferi ape papen gewpuld H & HnQau.
Not knowing when their master’s glance will fall on them, the

Vidyadharas that surround his court hold up their hands in
a fixt salute over their diademed heads.

Even if he speaks to his handmaidens, the mighty Siddhas,
gathered there, think that he is addressing them. Their
heads bow down, thejr hands clasp each other and their

hearts, shrink with fear :
wRSwi B ps5QSTwm wr b nis & @iLo
Sussr wr@Qwer s STupd QFerafwT
YBDELD 2 GTeT Apth GBS YIS WiT
FnsBay aargHpn 8557 GerQar.



KAMBAN 156

Kamban’s sense of humour is keen. He laughs at the very
gods. And he makes Hanuman laugh at Ravana himself, who was
far mightier than all the gods put together. Ravana makes inquiries
of Hanuman concerning Vali, and receives the answer: “Have no
fear! Vali has gone to heaven and will return no more; yes, he and

his tail are gone for ever!”

auar gloor wrw ared aedwuar@are s AT AT pEme
T NQASTE eT@Ter Gor®b BTWSH HT ST BEETET
@ FI WrES UTiTef B Ysgrid L sFTT HTBD
Qaucsfer aured Barrer aur aubBuiri) afefiss g 24 G-
He has handled a vast variety of metrical forms with extra—
ordinary skill, changing them to suit the themes. For rapid nar-
ration, he chooses metres which carry us on their wings quickly
and pleasantly, as in Arruppadalam. Surpanakha becomes Kamavalli
and her mincing trip is thus described in lilting verse :
UG EQurali af G5&Gei LIS aaID o ibiGE
QeerQeafw seredldi & pyw err@
Y5 @ereior LEsmEsQuar e er@uwer Liar gitb
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Her pride and her thirst for vengeance speak through her laments.
when she was disgraced :
A%0QuB S5 QsPiwsm Buipsss sTuSGTEaT
R%QuB sms Fluls 8se0mw Casubr Gi
F2WQUB $5 efuren sowiuBs syu@wGssTar
wEQuB S5 sefiwdyBu Woaisrar airyrGur.

Mandodari laments thus on the death of Indrajit :
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Ravana’s seething anger towards Hanuman fulminates thus in
quick spurts of fiery words :

2. D D& TLHGT

DD GTEDE

up ol Qe ar (aper

WYOHH palsgrar,

Kamban’s instinet for the right word, his suggestiveness,
his concentrated style and the technique of bis poetry are remar-
kable. He has a unique gift of phrasing, for example :

G QD L16) QI ST RBSL QU el HeTEReT. ..
B DLD GUGH T & (%51 &GHOT @G GiT v .«

ST T L ennss Goafl WS ET ...

Splmrwts Garul gy afl (554 % cwor & ...

@ s@flugd QU LIGT. ..

I have done no more than indicate lines of approach to a study
of Kamban’s poetry. Judged by any standard, he is assuredly one

of the world-poets ; and his Ramayna remains a monamental wonder
for all ages.
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