





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































154 PERSIA.

secure’; but Gubazes, having devised a method
of crossing the stream, came upon him unex-
pectedly, and, together with the Romans, made
a dreadful slaughter. Mermeroes, however,
repaired the mistake by his future caution, and,
during the remaimder 9f his life, pl'eser\{ed the
superiority of the Persian arms; but his suc-
cessor, Nachoraganus, acted with so little pru-
dence, that, after a long and expensive war,
Chosroes was compelled to conclude a peace
with the emperor. Gubazes having been trea-
cherously assassinated during the hostilities, his
subjects were deprived of their liberties, and
Nachoraganus was condemned to be flayed alive
for his ill conduct.

Toward the close of Justinian’s reigh, Chos-
roes, being afilicted with a dangerous indisposi-
tion, requested that some physicians might be
sent from Constantinople ; a desire which was
readily complied with. On the accession of
the emperor Justin, however, new troubles were
fomented between the empires, and Chosroes
revenged some unprovoked outrages, by plun-
dering all the great cities of Syria and Mesopo-
tamia ; till, on the receipt of an expostulatory
letter from the empress Sophia, he consented to
2 truce for three years, excepting only the pro-
vince of Armenia, which had first occasioned
the war.

Early next spring the Persian monarch pre-
pared to enter Armenia, desi ning to penetrate
into Cappadocia, to reduce Cmsarea, and such
other cities as he deemed worthy of notice. 'Ti-
berius, who had now succeeded to the empire,
sent an embassy to dissuade him from this expe-
dition, and to make proposals for a durable
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PERSIA. 159

people, who celebrated his accession with every .
demonstration of joy, and made vows for his
Pprosperity.  For some time he treated his father
with great lenity, sending him a daily allowance
of food from his own table, granting him many
amusements, and ordering him proper attend-
ance ; but, on the unhappy prince reproaching
him with cruelty and unnatural baseness, he
caused him to be beaten with cudgels till he
expired. Having, by this diabolical act, deli-
vered himself from the voice of upbraiding,
and supposing himself sufficiently established in
the kingdom, he gave splendid entertainments to
his nobility, distributed the royal treasures with
unexampled profuseness among the lower orders,
and commanded all the prisons in his dominions
to be thrown open, that the fame of his libera-
lity might ensure the affection of his subjects.
But whilst he was taking these measures for the
aggrandizement of his power, Varamus ad-
vanced at the head of his troops, and effected a
counter-revolution, so that Chosroes was com-
pelled to abandon his palace, and seek his safety
ina precipitate flight. Varamus then entered
the city of Ctesiphon with all imaginable pomp,
and, after exercising the utmost severity on all
‘persons who had evinced any affection for the
royal family, invited the grandees of the king-
dom to several sumptuous entertainments, and
affected the greatest humanity, beneficence, and
condescension : but, on his assuming the royal
ornaments @t a solemn festival, the sparks of
discontent were blown into an open flame, and
the nobles, pursuant to the advice of Bindoes,
attacked the palace in the dead of the night.
This attempt, however, was frustrated by the
L : P2 gallant






PERSIA. 161

he had never tasted the cup of adversity. He
treated all who had any share in the fayor or
administration of Varamus with unparalleled
severity, and, by restoring the ancient Persian
copstltution,- rendered himself so terrible to his
neighbours, that a barbarous prince, with whom
Varamus had taken shelter, caused his guest to
be poisoned, that himself might elude the ven-
geance of Chosroes.
The assassination of the emperor Mau-
605, Titius furnished Chosroes with a plausi-
* ble pretext for taking up arms against
the Romans.. Accordingly, he assembled a
powerful army under colour of revenging the
death of his protector, and made all the neces-
_sary preparations for entering the Roman fron-
tiers, though Phocas used his utmost exertions
to appease him by large presents, and more con-
siderable promises. = His first campaign was
~rather unsuccessful, the adverse troops making:
a gallant resistance 5 but, on the death of thejr
general, he obtained a decisive victory, and laid
all the frontiers under contribution. He then
pursued his adyvantage with such unremitting
assiduity, that, in the space of nine years, he
. plundered the provinces of Syria, Mesopotamia,
Pheenicia, Armenia, Cappadocia, Galatia, Paph-
lagonia, and all the country as far as Chalcedon ;
ravaged Judea, pillaged the city of Jerusalem,
and sold ninety thousand Christians to the Jews
in his dominions, who put them all to death.
These extraordinary conquests haying increas-
ed his ambition and pride, he made an expedi-
tion into Egypt in the twenty-seventh year of
his reign, and, having divided his army, rejd_uced
Alexandria, and all the country toward Libya,
: e B3 S twith


















THE ORIENTAL WRITERS. 167
verning Persia many centuries after the delugé,
and some writers allow him a reign of one thou-
sand years. His cruelties at last occasioned a
revolt, and one Kao or Kaweh, a blacksmith of
Ispahan, having hoisted his leathern apron as a
standard, was soon at the he:ﬂ‘ of a powerful
army, slew Zohak, and placed Weridoun on the
throne. This standard, richly decorated with
jewels by successive princes, was preserved until
the year of our ra 636, when the Mussulmans
took it in the battle of Cadesia, and the jewels
which adorned it were dispersed amongst the
victorious Arabs. )

VI. Feridoun or Aferidoun, a descendant of
Jemshid, and the son of Abteen or Athvian, ac-
cording to some traditions, had been concealed
during the reign of Zohak, and ascended tle
throne about seven hundred and fifty years be-
fore Christ, He divided his empire into three
parts: to his eldest son, Sal/m, he gave the west-
ern countries, limited by the river Euphrates;
the eastern, of which the Jihoun or Oxus was
the boundary, to his second son, Zour; and the
intermediate region, the most fertile and tempe-
rate of all, tohis youngest and favourite son Jraje
or Iretch, called also Jran, as some say, who from
him, rather than from Husheng, before mention-
ed, they would derive the name of Persia. This
distribution not pleasing the elder brothers, they
combined against Iraje, and slew him. He left,
however, one daughter, whom, according to
many historians, Feridoun, her graudfa‘cher,
espoused (for there is reason to believe that -
cest was not considered criminal by the Persians
until the change of religion after Mohammed) ;
and from this marriage proceeded Minocheher, &
; valiant
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among others, Philip of Macedon, whose daugli-
ter, according to some accounts, Darab mar-
ried, but finding her breath offénsive, sent her
back, pregnant, to Greece, where she produced
Sekander or Alexander the Great; but this is
the romance of Ferdusi, and rejected by Tabari,
Nizami, and other writers, who inform us that
Darab reigned twelve years after Homai, and
was succeeded by his son. {

IX. Darab (or Dara) the lesser or the second,
whom we call Darius, and whom we may place
three hundred and thirty-seven years before
Christ 5 having sent to Macedonia for the usual
tribute, which Alexander refused to pay, Dara
waged war with the Greeks, and lost his crown
and his life near Erbil or Arbela, where he was
assassinated by two of his own officers, but did
not expire until after a personal interview with
Alexander. In consequence of his dying request,
the victorious prince espoused Rushenk or Roxana,
the daughter of Darab, punished the assassins,
and proceeded to Istakhar or Persepolis, where
he ascended the Persian throne.

X. Sekander or Iskender, as the Asiatics call
the Alexander of classic history, is generally
reckoned among the sovereigns of Iran. Extra-
ordmary as the actions of this hero may appear
in the works of European authors, they are
blazoned with innumerable exaggerations in the
eastern romances; but the graver historians of
Persia agree in most points on the subject of his
life with those of Greece and Rome. The cele-
brated Nizami has collected various ancient tra-
ditions concerning this illustrious conqueror; in
his poem, called Sekander Nameh, he informs us,
that the books of the magi or fire-worshippers

were



























































































































ANCIENT SYRIANS. 217
the prophet’s meaning, and urged the impossibi-
lity of such outrages being committed by a per-
son of his condition; but, on Elisha’s assuring
him he should ascend the throne of Syria, he
returned to his master, and, after ﬂattering him
with hopes of recovery, stifled him with a thick
cloth dipped in water. Thus terminated the
reign of Benhadad, who, in his life time, embel-
lished Damascus with many magnificent struc-
tures, and, after his death, was honoured with
divine worship.

B.C Hazael, havini_obtained the crown by
gg4, the murder of his benefactor, applied
* himself sedulously tothe cares of govern-
ment, and seems to have reigned very peaceably
till Joram, king of Israel, and Ahaziah, king of
Judah, provoked his resentment by a mutual at-
tack on Ramoth Gilead. In this attempt they
were attended with success; but Hazael made
himself ample amends, by invading both their
kingdoms, and overwhelming them with the
most dreadful calamities, according to Elisha’s
prediction. ’ ;
B.C. . In the commencement of the reign
85’;6. of his son, Benhadad the third, the Sy-
° rians suffered three successive defeats
from Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, and lost all
the territories which they had taken from Israel
under Benhadad.
B.C. Rezin, their last king, entered into a
7'42’ confederacy with Pekah, king of Israel,
* with a design to dethrone Ahaz, king of
Judah, and transfer his crown to a man called
‘Tabeal. With this intent the royal allies be-
sieged Jerusalem, but were obliged to withdraw
their forces. - Rezin, however, marched into
Vou, VIII. U Edom,





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































