


PREFACE.

It has been a frequent reproach levelled
against Indians that the art of chronicling
historical events is foreign to their talent.
This reproach, we are inclined to think, is due -
not so much to the absence of historical works
in Sanskrit Literature, as to the fact that, till
now very few of those works have been brought
to the notice of the public. Hardly any
apology is therefore necessary on our part to
bring before the public this small historical
work called the Madhura-Vijaya otherwise
known also as the Virakamparayacharita
dealing with the early period of the Vijaya-
nagara History. |

The work was written by a female author
called Gangadévi, as is evident from the colo-

phon, ¢ gia #ngRsar Ay~ agulasgan® di-

FFUIANS  occurring at the end of the first
and the second sargas. It is further clear from
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- verses 39—41 of the sixth sarga that the
authoress was a queen of the prince Kampana,
the hero of the work who ruled at Conjeevaram
about 1367 A.D. It is interesting to note
that Sanskrit Literature claims a number
of authors from among the fair sex. 1In
Védic times there were such highly cultured
ladies as Gargivachaknavi, Badavapratitheyi
and others who were seers of Vedic hymns,
and whom Agévalayana mentions along with
Sumantu, VaiSampayana and other venerable
Rishis of old. Rajasekhara, the dramatist who
is said to have flourished about 950 A.D., has
immortalized in his verses the names of many
a female poet,™ who, when judged from the merit
of the verses found in the extant anthologies,
must have been poets of a high order. Later
than our authoress, there flourished in the
Court of Achyutadévaraya at Vijayanagara in
the early part of the 16th century A.D. a lady
author by the name of Tirumalambika, t+ who is

* We find mention of the following names of
-authoresses in Sanskrit literature, viz., Indulékha, Kunti-
"davi, Gaurika, Prakada-datta, Phalgubastini, Muktapida,
Marngmala, Maurika Prabhudévi and others. _

o t This we learnt irom Mr. T. S. Kuppusvami Sastriar
of Tan]ore Compare also No. 9 of 1904 of the collecblon
of inscriptions made by the Madras Eplgta,pblsb Ep. An,
Rep.- for: 1904, p. 36 ; :
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said to have written a Champukavya called
Varadambikaparinaya  descriptive of - the
marriage of Achyutadévaraya and Varadam-
bika. The illustrious poetess Madhuravani,
who 1s known to have written beautiful Sanskrit
poems flourished in the court of Raghunatha
Bhiipa, a great patron of learning who ruled
over Tanjore in the early part of the 17th
century A.D. 'This poetess has written a
Maha'tavya, rendering the Andhra Ramayana
of her patron into Sanskrit, from which we
learn that in the court of this king there were
several ladies besides herself who were eminent
in poetry and other fine arts.” We can thus see
that there have been several female poets
shining now and then, in the realm of Sanskrit
Literature ; but we have been able till now to
come across only a very few of their works.

Among the productions of the female
poets since the Védic times known to us at
present, the present work appears to be the
earliest. The historical value of this work is
ably discussed in the introduction to this
work ; and we shall write here a few words
regarding its poetical merit. The authoress

* Vide the Indian Review, Madras, Vol. IX (1908),
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“instead of drawing the subject matter from the
well-known Itihasas, as is usual with the
generality of Sanskrit poets, has chosen the
biography of her Royal consort as a fit theme
to exhibit her remarkable poetical talents.
The work is in the form of a classical Kavya
conforming to the rules laid down in the
treatisess on poetics and contains lengthy
descriptions of the seasons, the twilight, the
rising of the moon and other topics common
in Mahakavyas. The authoress writes in the
Vaidarbhi style and her thoughts flow with
ease and simplicity. Her diction is beautiful
and charming, and her similes are grand and
drawn direct from nature. She hasnone of the
pedantry of grammar or rhetoric, which so
largely spoils the productions of latter day
poets. The authoress observes in paying
tribute to Kalidasa,

o

¢ ZIEAl RISTTET FIT: & 9 @@ |
sEEi aegiggsiasad ga: || 7

and appears to include herself among those who
tread the path of that master poet. She has
adopted certain scenes and descriptions which
are favourite with Kalidasa, but they are trans-
formed at the mint of her imagination, and
invested with a new significance. We shall
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quote two verses in support of the above state-
ment. Kalidasa describes the preghancy of a
lady thus :(—
“ ITEIgIEERAgAoI
g9 q@Ead ST |

SERETRCRER ERItED)
gTaReAT AR A 1)

(Raghuvamsa, I11, 2).

and the march of a king with his army thus :

‘g yai wgdl Hwoe FEETERE |
TH S TF@RT wie:”
| (Raghuvarmsa 1V, 32).

While our authoress describes the same
subject in a similar figure in the following
strain :(—

“ g4 aEt A0SO FAFHRTGARION @AW |
REUSEaal (A samargT o= 1)

‘g 9 AEd! §Ai 9%ag ARFAT |
TAEHIBAHRST, GIT 39 A% || 7

she has invested them with a new beauty and

they appeal to our imagination with as much
freshness as if they were her own.
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The edition of this work is based on a
single palm leaf manuscript belonging to Pandit
Mr. N. Ramasvami Sastriar, Head Pandit,
Office of the Curator for the publication of
Sanskrit works, Trivandram. It was found
in an extremely worn out manuscript volume
combined with the deranged leaves of portions
of the Siddharthacharita or Padyachudamani
and a nataka of unknown name. It is written
in grantha characters, and 1s not free from
errors. The Madhura-Vijaya begins on the
109th leaf and closes abruptly on the 169th
leaf. It is not possible to infer how many
more leaves of the manuscript have been lost.
Ten leaves are missing in the middle of the
manuscript and most of the remaining leaves
are bored with holes by white ants. DBesides,
there are numerous blanks left by the scribe
himself, which shows that the original manus-
cript from which the present one was copied
must have been in a more or less damaged
condition. There is a large gap after the 13th
verse in the sixth sarga covering space for
writing about 40 verses, and another one after
the 51st verse in the Tth sarga leaving space
for about 30 verses. The first five sargas of
the manuscript are, to some extent, continuous
but the remaining portions are fragmentary.
Asit stands at present, the manuscript contains
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the history of Kampana up to the defeat
of the Mahammadans at Madura ; but if the
title Madhura-Vijaya be significant, it cannot
be far from right to infer that the work
did not contain at the most a sarga more at
the end. The letters or words that we have
inserted in the place of those that have been
lost are marked with asterisks and enclosed
within brackets.

Having known the value of the manus-
cript, we made enquiries for procuring
another copy of the work, but no other copy
has hitherto been forthcoming. We have,
however, published this work with the hope
that it will, even though incomplete, be
welcome to the public, and may induce some
scholars to search for a complete copy of it.

We wish to express our deep debt of
gratitude to Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rav, M.A.,
Superintendent of Archaology, T ravancore, Who
has encouraged us to publish this work, ever
since we brought the existence of the manus-
cript to his notice, and evinced a sympathetic
interest in our endeavour and helped us with
many valuable suggestions and a learned
introduction. We cannot also sufﬁmeubly thank
the learned Pandit Mr. N. Ramasvami Sastrigr
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for preserving the worn out but precious manus-
cript of this work and for his kindness In
placing it at our disposal and thus making the
publication of this work possible.

G. HARIHARA SASTRI
&
V. SRINIVASA SASTRI

(Smritivisarada).

TRIVANDRAM, |
10th October, 1916. |



INTRODUCTION
TO

MADHURA-VIJAYAM.,
OR VIRA KAMPARAYA-CHARITAM*

BY GANGADREVI.

ONE of the wost interesting manuseripts
that have been discovered in recent times is
the Kamparaya-charitam of Gangadevi. Itis
interesting in more ways than one. Firstly,
because it is a work of great historical import-
ance, dealing as it does with a period of which
little or nothing is satisfactorily known;
secondly, because of the gifted authoress,
Gangadévi, one of the queens of the prince
Kampana ; and lastly, the sonorous language
and beauty of the poem. But, unfortunately
no more than a single copy of it has hitherto
been forthcoming, and that too a very much
damaged one. There are here and there large
blanks left out by the scribe, in the copy avail-
able to us, a fact evidencing the broken state of
even the original from which the copy was
made. Hven the portions that are brought to
light now are very full of interesting informa-
tion regarding the conquest of Madura by

* First published in the “ New India,” Madras, in 1915,
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Kampana. The authoress employs verses of
different kinds for the different sargas
(chapters) ; for example, in the first sarga the
anushtup metre is employed ; in the second,
the upajate; in the third, the vamsastha ; the
anushtup 1s again used in the fourth sarga ;
the fifth is written in the drutavilambita, and
the sixth in the pushpitagra. We shall discuss
the merits of the work, its author and the
history contained in it after we have given an
abstract of its contents. The existence of this
remarkable manuscript was first brought to
my notice by my friend Pandit G. Harihara
Sastri of Trivandram ; and from the abstract
of contents of the Aawa supplied to me by my
own Pandit, Pandit Srinivasa Sastri, I am
enabled to give below an account of the poem
Maduravijayam. '

The poem begins with benedictory verses
addressed to Ganzéa, Parvati and Paramés-
vara, Sarasvati and Kriyadakti-guru; and
then mention is made of the poets of the past,
namely, Valmiki, Vyasa, Kalidasa, DBana,
Bharavi, Dandi, Bhavabhiti, Karnamrita-kavi,
Tikkaya, Agastya, Ganga.dhara, and Visvana-
tha.

Then the story begins with Bukkaraja, the
brother of Harihara, who was reigning at
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Vijayanagara situated on the bank of the
river Tungabhadra. His vassals and generals
were respectful, loving and loyal to him, and
his enemies’ armies were always in a disturbed
state of mind on account of the growing
- prowess of the king. The water that flowed
from his hands in making gifts (danas) was
able to revive the tree called dharma which
had withered away owing to the increase of
sins in this Kali (dark) age. He had plenty
of elephants, horses and other divisions of the
army and all the kings and chiefs living in the
land bounded by the Vindhya mountains on
the north, by the Malaya mountains on the
south, by the Udayachala on the east and by
the Astachala on the west owed allegiance to
him. In his capital there were gopuras as
tall as the peaks of the Meéru, beautiful
pleasure gardens with hillocks and artificial
baths. The river Tungabhadra served the
city of Vijayanagara as a moat, and it was
also surrounded by lofty fortified walls all
round. In Pampa (Hampe), a suburb of this
city, there was the temple of the Déva, Vira-
paksha. The rule of Bukkaraya was so peaceful
and productive of great good to the people,
that the citizens began to entertain doubts if
it was not Manu himself that had incarnated
in the form of Bukkaraya, Though his mind
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paid regard equally to dharma, artha and
kama, he had still a partiality for the first
purushartha. He had several wives, bub
he loved Dévayi more than the others.
Enjoying thus all the various pleasures of
life, the king Bukkaraya was ruling the
earth. :

Davayi, the queen of the king of Kuntala,
gave birth first to a prince named Kampana;
after him were born Kampana (?) and Sangama.
These three sons of Bukka by Deévayi resem-
bled in their lustre the three eyes of Siva.
Dévayi, when she was pregnant with the
elder Kampana, was feeling desirous of bath-
ing in the holy waters of the Tamraparni.
(The author by mentioning this fact implies
that the thought of the mother to reach the
river Tamraparni so affected the unborn child
that when the child grew up to manhood, his
inclination was to extend his conquests as far
south as the Tamraparni and reach its bank.)
The poem states that Kampana was so named
because he made his enemies quake with fear
at the very mention of his name. The youth
ful Kampana (wherever this name occurs in
subsequent portions, it is used to denote only
the elder one of the two sons of Bukka who
are said to have borne the same name) was
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well-versed in all the kalas (branches of learn-
ing) and was equally well-trained in the use of
arms. While yet Kampana was youngj his
father Bukka summoned him to his presence,
discoursed to him on the evils that befall young
princes by their indulgence in women, gamb-
ling, hunting, drinking spirituous liquors,
and so on, and strongly advised him to avoid
even the thought of them from enter-
ing his mind. He then pointed out to
his son the necessity of conducting bimself
so well that even the fickle Lakshmi (the
Dévi of wealth) should become pleased to
abide with him for ever. FHinally, he told the
prince that a large number of the powerful
generals (samanta rajas) of the kingdom
would, through his influence, show subordina-
tion and good will to him (Kampana) and be
ever ready to serve him faithfully. Besides
these, the prince was reminded, that he was
fully furnished with elephants, horses and
men, and his father directed him to give scope
to his prowess ; finally he also showed him the
direction in which the prince could exhibit
his own vast skill in arms, the power of his
army and the loyalty of his generals ; he drew
his son’s attention to the existence of a Dra-
vida chief, named Champaraya, ruling over the
Tundiramandala (the Tondaimandala) ; the
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prince should therefore first subdue Cham-
paraya and make Kanchipura his head-quar-
ters, till a propitious time should come when
he would be able to attack and conquer the
Vanyarajas further south and the Turushka-
raja reigning at Madhura. The prince
Kampana very much appreciated the valuable
advice given to him by his father and resolved
to carry it out faithfully and that, too, imme-
diately, and declared his intention to all the
generals under him, and ordered them to
make themselves ready to start out the very
next day. He then embarked on his expedi-
tion for the conquest of the south. The
third sarga in which the foregoing facts are
found, gives detailed descriptions of the incli-
nations and achievements belonging to the

youthful age of princes, in the manner usual
in Sarnskrit kavyas.

When the next day dawned, Kampana
having attended to all the usual ablutions of
the morning, prescribed in the $astras, directed
the commander of his forces to march the
armies towards the south. No sooner was
the order given than the battle drums began
to resound everywhere. Thousands of ele-
phants with carpets on their backs, horses fully
caparisoned and men protected in their mailed
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coats, gathered together. The infantry con-
sisted of men of various countries and carried
the different weapons named the Fkripana,
the karpana, the prasa the kunta, and the
kodanda ; the generals of the army, men of
high birth and rank, adorned with all such
ornaments as are worn on the occasion of
going out for the conquest of enemies, gathered
in the gateway of the palace, awaiting the
arrival of Prince Kampana. Flags were un-
furled and umbrellas made of white silk were
held up just before the prince came out. The
Brahmanas recited the Atharvana mantra and
blessed him to become victorious. The cry
of “jaya’ rang out everywhere. Kampana
approached the gate of his palace where was
held ready his favourite horse and mounted
on it; the generals and other distinguished
personages waiting outside for his arrival
wished him success by holding both their
hands in the afjali pose over their bowed
heads. The poem states that the Chola, the
Kérala and the Pandya kings holding batons
in their hands, proceeded forward on foot to
make way for Kampana’s horse. The women
folk of the town threw fried rice on the per-
son of Kampana in benediction, voicing
forth their orayer to God that he should
obtain success in his expedition. In the
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course of five or six days Kampana crossed
the borders of the Karnata country and
reached the town called Kantakanana, where
he pitched his camp for some time; and was
awaiting a fair opportunity to attack king
Champa. He marched his armies to Virifichi-
puram on the bank of the Palar, and making
1t the base of operations, he entered the country
of Champa and a fierce battle took place between
the armies of Kampana and the Dramida king,
in which the latter being beaten, ran away in
the direction of his capital. But Kampana
did not leave Champa alone, but pursued him,
took his capital and made it his camp, from
there to attack the strong fortress on the hill
Rajagambhira, in which he had taken refuge.
In the siege that was laid to this hill fortress,
the army of Kampana did much damage to
that of Champa by arrows, while a large
number of soldiers belonging to the army of
Kampana died by the stones which were shot
from catapults set up in the fort above. After
a hard siege for several days, the Karnata
soldiers succeeded in scaling the mountain
with ladders and attacking the garrison inside
the fort. Not able to bear any longer the
charge of the Karnata army, Champaraja
sallied forth to offer personal resistance to the
assailants. However much the generals desired
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to fight with him in single combat, Kampana
would not permit them to do so, reserving
such an honour for himself. Champa and
Kampana met each other swords in hand, and
in the engagement, Champa was killed. Then
Prince Kampana proceeded victoriously to
Kafichi, settled down there and began to rule
the Tundiramandala with due observance of
the dharmas appropriate to the varnas.

Making the large city of Marakata the
seat of the government of the newly acquired
province, Kampana, to please the people of the
country, first reduced all taxes and ruled
sagaciously so as to be loved by all. The
kings of the Magadha, Malava, Sévuna,
Simhala, Dramila, Kérala and Gaula countries
walted at his gate to have an audience in his
courtis At homeint his “palace; " prince
Kampana sometimes spent his time in the
enlightened company of poets and scholars,
and sometimes with the ladies of the zenana,
enjoying the pleasures appropriate to the six
ritus. There are bsautiful descriptions of the
pleasures enjoyed at various seasons, such as
jalakrida and gathering flowers in gardens.
It is in this connection, we learn that
Gangadévi, the authoress, was the Queen of
Kampa. While enjoying the company of the



10

lady it is stated, that he desired her to describe
the spring season. Then comes the beautiful
description of the sunset and the moonrise,
invariably found in a good fkavya. It isin
this particular part of the poem that we find
a large number of lacunae, which can be filled
up only when more copies are found of the
work, for which it is imperative that active
search should be made by all true lovers of the
history of India. In spite of the gaps, we are
still able to pursue the thread of the narrative.

A strange woman appeared before the king
Kampana one day, and complained in the fol-
lowing strain about the occupation of the south
by Turushkas and its evil effects. “O King!
The place known as Vyaghrapuri (Chidamba-
ram, Perumparra-Puliyar) has become truly so,
for tigers inhabit it now where men dwelt once ;
the vimana (dome of the central shrine) of
Srirangam is so dilapidated that now it is the
hood of Adidésha alone that is protecting the
image of Ranganatha from the falling debris.
The lord of Gajaranya (Tiruvanaikka, Jambu-
késvaram near Srlrangam) who once killed an
elephant to obtain its skin for his garment has
now again been reduced to this condition,
because he is stripped bare of all clothing ;
while the garbha griha (central shrine) of many
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another temple is crumbling, its mandapa
overgrown with vegetation and the wooden
doors of the temple eaten up by white ants.
Where there resounded once the joyous music
of the mridanga (a kind of drum) there is heard
at present the howl of the jackal that has made
it 1ts abode. The river Kavéri, that was curbed
by proper dams and flowed in regular channels,
has begun to run in all directions. In the
agraharas where the smoke issuing from the
fire offerings (yagadhuma) was largely visible
and in which the chant of the Védas was every-
where audible, we have now the offensive-
smelling smoke issuing from the roasting of
flesh by the Muhammadans and the harsh voice
of these ruffians alone is heard there. The
beautiful cocoanut trees which were gracing the
gardens surrounding the city of Madura have
been cut down by these intruders, and in place
of these, we see plenty of $ulas (iron tridents
set before some minor local deities) with gar-
lands made by stringing human heads together,
resembling and recalling in a remote manner
the cocoanut trees. The water of the river
Tamraparni which used to be rendered white
by the sandal paste rubbed away from the
breasts of youthful maidens who were bathing
in 1t is now flowing red with the blood of cows
slaughtered by these great sinners.” Thus
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and in more ways did the strange lady plead to
Kampana about the fate that had overtaken
the fair south, drew out from her girdle a res-
plendent sword, and began to address the king
once again as follows: “O Sovereign! Once
upon a time the divine Vi$vakarma, gathering
the splinters from the weapons of all the Dévas
and melting them together, shaped this strange
sword and presented it to Parameés$vara for
gaining victory over the daityas. By periorm-
ing a severe penance, one of the Pandya kings
obtained it from the Lord Paramésvara. With
~the help of this divine weapon the descendants
of this race continued to rule the kingdom
prosperously for a very long period; but by a
misfortune the princes of the Pandya dynasty
lost the virility of their sires. Agastya, having
secured this remarkable sword, presents this
now to you. By wielding this sword, you
will attain unabating vigour and the weapons
of the enemy would become powerless against
you. Just as Krishna slew Karsa in Madhura
in olden times, O King! do you also proceed
now to the Southern Madura, and slaughter
the Mussalman king, the enemy of the world
and set up several pillars of victory on the
bridge of Rama (between the mainland and
the island of Rameésvaram). Then, during
your administration of the south, you shall
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also build a strong dam across the Kaveri, and
make her flow in a manner useful to the
agricultural population........ . Because there
are blanks at the beginning and the end of this
portion it is impossible to ascertain who the
strange lady, who pleaded so pathetically before
Kampana, was, how she happened to obtain the
divine sword and who it was who sent her
on her mission. We should perhaps presume
that she is herself a divine being, one of those
guardian deities (nagara-devatas) of towns,
who, not being able to bear the sinful acts of
the Mussalmans, repaired to the aérama of
Agastya, the family priest of the Pandya.
kings, and consequently perhaps the legiti-
magte custodian of their heirlooms, and ob-
tained the sword from him for ridding the
Madurarajya of the Muhammadans.

Lastly, the poem describes vividly the en-
counter between the armies of Kampana and
the Sultan of the ‘south. Finding that his
army was getting routed, the Yavana king (the
Muhammadan chief) of Madura came out to
offer single combat to prince Kampana, which
was readily accepted. After several attacks on
each other, the crow banner of the Muham-
madan chief was first cut down and then the
string of the bow held by him. Then, with
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swords in their hands, they came to close
quarters, and after a few moments’ engagement
Kampana despatched his opponent with a
blow from the divine sword, presented to him
by the mysterious lady already mentioned
above. The head of the despoiler of the
kingdom of the Vallalas and the subverter of
those of the Chalas and the Pandyas thus fell
at last on the ground and licked the dust, but
the body still pursued its murderous course to
the great astonishment of the victor, on whom
the Devas showered a torrent of flowers from

above. So much about the contents of the
poem. '

The poetess is called Gangadsvi, as we have
mentioned already, and she wrote the poem
under the name of Kamparayacharitam, or
Maduravijayam. In the middle of the poem
there ocours the statement that when Kampa
was once seated with Gangadévi he asked her
to describe the spring season, and that she did
so accordingly. From this it is inferred that
she was a queen of the Prince, the termina-
tion Dévz, according to Bharata-Sastra, being
the characteristic suffix for the name of a
queen.

Let us now proceed to examine critically
the contents of the poem and show its great
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value for the construction of the history of the
Vijayanagara kingdom for a short time after
1ts foundation.

Be it noted that the invocations at the
commencement of the work are addressed as
usual to Ganésa, then to Parvati and
Param@svara and then to the Guru Kriyagakti.
The early kings of Vijayanagara were all
Saivas of the Saivagama™ section, not of the
Vedanta section. The tradition of the found-
ing of the Kmpire with the help of the
Veédantic sage Vidyaranyat does not seem to
receive corroboration from the epigraphical
evidence. For, from the inscriptions at our

disposal at present, we learn that the sage held

the post of a minister under Sangama son of
Kampa, the brother of Harihara I, and then
under Harihara IT ] (see genealogical table
below). Until the first appointment, he is not
tound to be held in very high esteem and vene-
ration, as he ought to be, if it were true that he
was the real founder of the Hmpire. This

* Bp. Carn. Hagsan Dt., Cn., No. 256.

t See the inscriptions found in the S’x;iﬁgéri Jaghire
which claim the credit of founding Vijayanagara to Vidya-
ranya Ep. Carn. Vol. IV, Kadur D¢.

i See Ep. Carn. Kadur Dt. Kp. No. 19, do. No. 30,
&e.
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tradition is seen recorded only in the inscrip-
tions belonging to the reigns of the later
kings of Vijayanagara, but not in any one of the
earlier period. We see the king Harthara IT
granting the agrahara of Naguru to a
number of Brahmanas by the command of
Vidyaranyasvami of the Sringérimatha in the
year S’ 1301 (A.D. 1379): another grant, this
time of some lands to the temple of Prasanna
Visvesvara, was also given by king Haribara
IT at the bidding of Vidyaranya Sripadangalu
in S 1300. Sayana appears as one of the
donees in the grant of an agrahara made by
Mudda-dandanatha in the year S’ 1301. Also
from the Sayaniyasubhashitam it is learnt
that it was written at the instance of Kampa-
bhapati.* All this evidence tends to show that
the influence of Vidyaranya at Vijayanagara
was at its height in the last quarter of the
fourteenth century of the Christian era. If he
were really the founder of the Vijayanagara
HEmpire, as the later traditions assert, we
should find repeated references to him in the

inscription of the reigns of Harihara I and

Bukka I, but since we do not hear any mention
of him then, it would become necessary to

* See The Triennial Catalogue of the Madras
Oriental Library, for 1910-11 tc 1912-13, p. 1054,
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suppose that the sage Vidyaranya consolidated
the Hmpire a little time after its actual
foundation, that is, at the period with which
the kavya, Madhura-vijaya, deals. Hven then
the kings of Vijayanagara do not seem to have
given up their family priest Kasi-vilasa
Kriyasakti Pandita and joined the sect
represented by Vidyaranya. For, we learn
from one of the inscriptions of the Mysore
State that Immadi Bukka II, the son of
Haribhara II, made a grant of land to Vidya-
sankara, the predecessor and guru of Vidya-
ranya, - with the knowledge of Kriyadakti
Pandita.”*

Now the Kriyasakti Pandita mentioned
at the beginning of the poem seems to be the
head priest of the section of Hindus who fol-
lowed the Srikanthagama and to have held the
distinguished position of guru to the kings of
Vijayanagara. It is expressly mentioned in
one of the Mysore inscriptions that the Zula-
guru of Harihara IT was Kriyasaktyacharya.

: ' Two of his distinguished disciples are Chauda-

matya and his son Madhava-mantrin. The
former was the author of a commentary called
the Prayogaratnamala on the Srautasiutras of

* B. Carn, Kolar Dt. Mb. No. 11.
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Apastambha written under the auspices of
Bhiipati Udaiyar, son of Bukka II. Chaudapa
himself states that he was one of the several
eminent pandits who induced Vidyaranya to
comment upon the Srafta Satras.* Madhava
Mantrin, the son of Chaudapa, was the author
of the commentary called the Tatparyadiptka
on the Sutasamhita ; he claims to have written
on the Upanishads also.t The authoress of
the kavya, Madhuravijaya, Gangadévi, the
queen of Kampana, naturally invokes the bless-
ings of the Aula-guru of her husband for the
success of her literary production.

* FrafAuEEdl TTTFIET |
RrEroTIaakaT TR ERATIC ||
PRI I (A g 1
SqTEEATEALdS @ GEeEf THEE |l
AT agan: Aid [FAstEggad: |
FoqgAsTHY I g GH-TITL |
Triennial Catalogue of Mss. 1910-11 to
1912-13, p. 1050, Madras Oriental
Manusecripts Library.
b e S T R & |
HIqeIraRIE I IasTa=aarn |
ATRTET AT A T=ATIH T |
- qrerAEidEr gagRarn f@Had
QUIATANIIad ST AT
Coloption of the S#ta-samhita.
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. Harihara I lived, according to the latest
inscription of his reign hitherto discovered, till
S’ 1268, which is also the initial date of the
reign of his brother Bukkadeva I.* DBukka
advised his son Kampana to conquer the south
only after his accession to the throne, that is,
some time after S’ 1268. Kampana and his
general Goppana seem to have lived, till about
S’ 1275, not far from the capital.t It is from
the year S’ 1282, Kampana figures as the
governor of the Mulvagilu-rajyal and in the
course of one year, his conquest was extended
over the Tondaimandalam. An inscription
dated S’ 1283 is actually found engraved in
the Siva temple at Achcharavakkam.§ The
conquest of the Tondaimandalam should have
occurred between S’ 1282 to 1283. Let us
now turn our attention to the account of the
subjugation of the Tondaimandalam as given
graphically in the poem. The name Kanta-
kananapattana mentioned in the poem 1s an
exact, but meaningless, rendering intoSarmskrit
of the vernacular name Mul+ vay+ pattana
(kantaka+ anana-+patiana).

* Ep. Carn. Shimoga Ds. TL. No 154 Marga,sucsha,
Su. 9, Vyaya, S’ 1269.

t ‘See No. 523 of 1906 of Madras Ep An. Rep.

{ Ep. Carn. Kolar Dt.-Bp. No. 31.

§ No. 250 of 1901, Ep. An. Rep.
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It is stated in the poem that Kampana
with a large army commanded by eminent
generals first moved on to the bank of the
river Palar (Dugdha-sarit) and encamped in
the town of Virifichipuram. It should be
noted here that at the time of this event as it
1s even now, the high road between the
country on the east of the plateau of Mysore
and the low-lying western talukas of the North
Arcot district bordering on the Mysore State,
lay through the Mugli and the Sinigunta
passes in the Eastern Ghauts. The former of
these is in the Chittar talika and the rise of
the ghaut is gradual and admits of wheeled
traffic. The Sinigunta pass, on the other
hand, leads from the Gudiyattam talaka to
Palmanér and the road through it joins
the road from the Mugli pass. The ascent
up this pass is steep. Therefore an army
consisting of a large number of elephants, horses
and infantry, carrying with it a long train of
supply wagons, would have naturally chosen
the easier route, namely that through the
Mugli pass.

The immediate object of the move was to
attack and subjugate the powerful chief of the
region bordering on the Palaru—the Champa-
raya, Samparaya or Sambuvaraya of the poem
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and the inscriptions. He appears to have ruled
over a large tract of country extending from
the ghauts on the west to the sea on the
east, with Padavidu as his stronghold and
perhaps Conjeevaram as his capital. Assoon
as the army of Kampana was sighted at Virifi-
chipuram, Sambuvaraya opposed its fording
the river and gave battle to it near Virifichi-
puram. After some fight his army had fto
suffer defeat at the hands of the powerful
forces of the Vijayanagara king and being
driven by it, fled in the direction of Padavidu,
hotly pursued by the enemy. Sambuvaraya
and a select portion of his army took refuge in
the strong fortress on the hill called the Raja-
gambhira hill near Padavidu, and defended it
with all the strength they could muster. This
Rajagambhira hill might be identified with
either Padavidudrug or Karnatikghar. Pada-
vidudrug is situated very near the village of
Padavidu, whereas Karnatikghar is at a dis-
tance of seven or eight miles south. The latter
was strongly fortified, and has even now the fort

~ in a fairly good condition ; it was better fitted

to offer an effective resistance to the attacks of
a powerful army such as that of Kampana
rather than the Padavidudurgam. But the
identification of Karnatikghar with the
Rajagambhiramalai is negatived by one of the
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inscriptions found in Padavidu itself, which
fixes the position of Rajagambhira hill near the
village Murugamangalappattu; this Muruga-
mangalam is in the Arni Division, that is, just
a little to the east of the fort of the Pada-
vidudurgam. Hence, it is certain that only
Padavidudurgam has to be taken to be the
Rajagambhira hill. This hill received its
name from one Rajagambhira Sambuvarayan
an ancestor of the Champuraya of the time
of Kampana. Rajagambhira Sambuvaraya
lived in the reign of the Chdla king, Rajaraja
III, was a subordinate of that king and
flourished about the Saka year 1180.* An
inscription of Kampana, dated S’ 1287, found
in Tirupputkuli near Conjeeveram, records
that Kampana Udaiyar, son of Bukkanna
Udaiyar, became permanent on the throne
after taking possession of the Rajagambhira-
rajya.t Commenting on this statement,
Mr. Venkayya wrote, in his annual report on
Epigraphy for the year 1899 thus :
See also Ep. Carn. Shimoga Dt. Sk. No. 281.

T: FTAISATIAAIL  gealaghi-Aeaaaesgaaiang-
AIEIRT THISTSH, | AR I ARG TeATTIAgamaT-
&I IAT FHETET-ANT AT 1)

=8y L. Ina ) Vel Lip, 111
t No. 18 of 1899, Ep. An. Rep.
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“ According to the Tiruppavanam grant
Rajagambhira was a surname of Jatavarman
Kulaggkhara. If the territorial term Raja-
gambhirarajya was invented to commemorate
him, it must have denoted the Pandya
country. According to the Muhammadan
historians, after Malik Kafur’s departure from
Southern India in A.D. 1312, some of his
followers stayed behind him and ruled over
Madura and the adjoining countries (Cald-
well’s History of Tinnevelly, p. 42). According
to certain local chronicles (Taylor’s catalogue,
Vol. III, p. 439), these Muhammadan rulers
governed the Pandya country for 47 years, and
the last of them was conquered by a General,
named Kampana Udaiyar, who was a subordi-
nate of Bukkaraya of Vijayanagara. This is
undoubtedly identical with the Kampana
Udaiyar, son of Bukkanna Udaiyar, who took
possession of the Rajagambhirarajya, which
may be identified with the Pandya country
* * * * the expedition was apparently des-
patched at the head of Kampana Udaiyar, who
conquered them and subsequently became
semi-independent in the Tamil country.”

The extract given above was written
‘nearly sixteen years ago, at a time when there
was not available as much information as at
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the present time, and the attempt to identify
the Rajagambhirarajyam has therefore proved
a failure. It isnow certain that by the term
Rajagambhirarajyam, the country which
belonged to Rajagambhira Sambuvalayan and
in which was situated the Rajagambhiramalai,
is meant and is to be identified, with the
country surrounding Padavidu and the Pada-
vidudurgam.

The Madhuravijaya is alone in stating

that the Champuraya who opposed Kampana
in the Rajagambhirarajya was killed by the

latter. The Samskrit Ramabhyudayam and

the Saluvabhyudaya and the Telugu Jaimini

Bharatam and the Varahapurana all agree in
asserting that he was either defeated and
reinstated in his original place or terrorised

into obedience and vassalage but never as

having met with his end. We do not know
if the authoress of the Madhuravijaya

unwittingly writes that the opponent of her
hero was killed, or to heighten the poetic
effect of the narrative she represents him as

being killed. If Rajanarayana Sambuvaraya,
the contemporary of Kampana, were really
killed and dead, the Champuraya who is said

to have accompanied and helped Jini-Gunda-

yadéva against the Sultan of the South should

L5



25
be the son of the deceased Sambuvarayar. It,
however, looks that Rajanarayana Sambu-

varayar did not suffer death on the occasion
of his vanquishment by Kampana.

Having conquered and subjugated the
Dravida king, éa,mbuva,raya,r, and reduced
him to the position of a tributary, it was easy
for Kampana to make Conjeevaram his resi-
dence. The occupation of Conjeevaram by
Kampana should have taken place in the year
S’ 1283. It was while he was sojourning at
Marakatanagara as his capital that he is said
to have been visited by a mysterious lady who
presented him with the divine sword. The
town of Marakatanagara has not yet been
identified. It continued to be the seat of a
Governor or the Vijayanagar Empire, generally
chosen from the members of the royal family.
Virupaksha or Viruppanna was ruling here,
and after him Srigiribhapala, brother of
Pratapa Dévaraya I1.*

After receiving the divine sword from the
unknown lady who pleaded before him,
Kampana had to wait patiently for a long
time to strike a well-timed blow at the Turu-
shkas holding Srirangam and Madura. The
S’ﬁmhgam-Kbyilol_ugu gives an account of

* Fp. Ind., Vol. VIII, pp. 308—312.
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the events that took place since the occupa-
tion of Kanchi by the representative of the
Vijayanagara Empire.

From the Koyilolugu we learn that Goppa-
narya, the Brahmana General of Kampana,
was placed by his master in charge of the
Province of Sefiji (Gingi). He was a Srivaish-
nava by persuasion, and belonged to the
Bharadvaja gotra and the Apastambhasiitra,
‘While on one occasion when he had gone to
Tirupati on a pilgrimage, he found in the
central shrine of the temple of Venkatgéa on the
Tirumala hill an additional bronze image, and
on questioning about it he learnt that it was
the image of the God Ranganatha of Sriran-
gam, which, after being taken away from that
place shortly before the Turushkas entered
ériraﬁgam' to Tirunarayanapuram by way of
Jotishkudi, Tirumalirufijolai, (Alagarkayil),
Kolikkdodu (Calicut), and Punganir, was kept
for some time at Tirunarjyanapuram (Malu-
kote), and then finally taken to Tirupati-
Tirumala. On hearing the account from
the priests, Goppanna induced them to remove
the image to his capital and keep it in piuja
there until such time as the Mussalmans were
driven out of Srira,ﬁgam. The vriests permit-
ting him to do so, he took it, set it up
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temporarily in the beautiful rock-cut shrine
of Ranganatha on the hill at Singavaram, a
suburb of S&iji, and arranged for the conduct
of pija and offerings.

The chief of the Mussalmans who were left
behind at Srirangam stayed for some time
in the temple of Ranganatha, but finding
his health suffering by his stay in the island
of Srirangam, he removed his quarters to
Samayavaram (Kannanir), situated at a
distance of six miles north of Srirangam,
fortified that place with the stones obtained
by demolishing one of the outer enclosu-
res of Srirangam and was living there. A
this time, a Kaniyala-Brahmana, named
Singappiran, of an adjoining village through
the influence of a Hindu dancing-girl of
Srirangam who had entered into intimacy
with the Mussalman chief solely with the
object of saving the temple from destruction,
secured a post in the service of the Muham-
madan chief, and was continuing to discharge
his duties apparently faithfully to his new
master. As soon as the news of the establish-
ment of a powerful kingdom at Anegundi
(Vijayanagar), the conquest of the Tondaiman-
dalam by the representative of that kingdom,
and the establishment of a gubernatorial seat
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at Sefiji presided over by a Vaishnava Brah-
mana, reached the people of éril*aﬁgam,
TirumanattGn-nambi, the son of Singappiran,
despatched Uttama-nambi, one of the
sthalattar to Sefiji to inform Goppanarya that
he would be communicating to the Governor
news of the affairs of the Mussalmans from
time to time, and that he should be prepared
to start out with his army to crush the
Mubhammadans when the proper cpportunity
was intimated to him. Thus, then, was
established communication between Sefiji
and Samayavaram. Finally in 8’ 1293, just
10 years after Kampana occupied Conjeeveram,
an invitation was sent to him by Tiramanattin
Nambi to march against the Muhammadans
in Samayavaram and Srirangam who had de-
generated by drink and debauchery and become
thoroughly powerless to resist an attack.
Gopanarya proceeded against Srirangam,
crushed the Mussalmans and re-set up the
image of Ranganatha with great eclat.* On
this occasion old Vedanta Deésika returned
also to Srirangam from his retreat at Satya-
mangalam and praised Goppanarya in two
Samskrit verses; these were got engraved on
the eastern wall of the first prakara of the

* Srirangam Koyilolugu, old edition, pp. 53, 54.
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Ranganatha temple.* Such is the account
found in the Koyilojugu. But we find at
Tiruppullani very near Ramnad an inscription
of Kampana in the same year, S’ 1293, clearly
evidencing the fact that it was not only
érirahgam that was wrested from the
Mussalmans in S’ 1293, but also the tract
round Madura ruled over by them.} There is
no denying the fact that there was a Muham-
madan principality established at Madura
shertly after the departure of Malik Kafur
and one or (at the most) two kings ruled in
Madura, and issued even coins of their own.’
One of these coins bears on its obverse the
words “ Ahsan Shah 738 ” (of Hijra, z.e., A.D.,
1337-8) and the reverse ‘Al Husainiyyu.”
One of the Sultans therefore seems to have
been named Ahsan Shah, and since he lived in
S’ 1259, the person that should have suffered
defeat and death at the hands of Kampana must
be the successor of Ahsan Shah®. It thus
took for Kampana ten years after his conquest
of Champurdaya to attack and defeat the
Sultan of the South. Ever since this signal

* Bp. Ind.; Vol. VI, pp. 322—331.
t Tufnell’'s Hints to Coin Collector’s, pp. 26—27 ;
also Ep. Ind., Vol. VI, p. 324.

! Ep. An. Rep. for 1903, Nos. 106 & 111.
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victory, the whole of the peninsula south of
the Tungabhadra became practically the pos-
session of the Vijayanagara Empire. The
barrier in the shape of the KEmpire of
Vijayanagara, which was raised by the hand of
Providence to protect the virgin south from
that ravishment her sister Northern India
suffered at the merciless, and vandalistic
hands of the Muhammadans, subsisted for over
two centuries, till A.D. 1565. Attacked by the
confederacy of the Sultans of Bijapur, Gol-
conda, etc., the Vijayanagara empire was
destroyed in that year and the south became
a prey to anarchy and disorder. Providence,
at this juncture, brought into the stage the
British nation, which once again restored order
and peace over the whole of India.

One other fact worth noticing here is the
mention of two sons of Bukka, both having
the same name, Kampana. Inscriptions of
Huvriya or the elder Kampana and Chikka
or the younger Kampana are met with in the
- Madras Presidency and in the Mysore State.
It has been the custom of the Epigraphists of
 the Madras Government to assign to the elder
Kampana, son of Bukka, all the inseriptions
which call the prince by the names Chikka
Kampana, Kumara Kampana, Vira-Bukka-



31

raya kumara Kampana; similarly, all those
which used the prefix Hiriya, etc., before the
name Kampana were assigned to his paternal -
uncle Kampana. Below is appended a table
for facility of understanding the relationships
subsisting between the members of the first
Vijayanagara dynasty who are referred to in
the course of this article :—

Sangama I,

l l I l l
Harihara I. Kampa I. Bukka I.  Muddapa. Marappa.

' |
Sangama II. | | |
Hiriya Kampana. Chikka Kampana, Sangama III.

The introduction, by Madhuravijaya, of
another Kampana in the already contused
state of the genealogy of the first Vijaya-
nagara dynasty produces still greater confu-
sion and difficulty in the way of a proper
understanding of the value of the stone and
the copper-plate documents that are un-
earthed from time to time. Confusion or no
confusion, it is the duty of the historian to
face boldly the situation and offer a scientific
explanation of the facts brought to his notice.
We know as a fact that Kampa, the brother
of Harihara I, held the government of the
province of Udayagirirdjya, under the title
and designation of the * Liord of the Eastern
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and the Western Oceans,” and he seems to
have died sometime before S’ 1268-9, the
date of the death of Harihara I, and of the
accession of Bukka I. If he had not died
before that, it is difficult to understand how
Bukka, the third son of Sangama, could have
ascended the throne even when his second
son Kampa was alive. The grant said to
have been made by Sangama II, the son of
Kampa I, on the annual ceremony of - his
father (the Bitragunta Plates, Vol. III,
Ep. Ind.) in the year 8’ 1278, should have
been made on the tenth anniversary or so of
his father, and not the first; in this connec-
tion attention has to be drawn to the wording -
employed in the document, namely, that the
occasion of the granting of the village record-
ed in the Bitragunta plates was the pratyabda
kala, meaning the day on which the annual
ceremony fell, and therefore need not neces-
sarily imply the first of such occasions only.
If now it is granted that Kampa I was dead
long ago, any inscription dated after S’ 1268,
the presumed date of death of this prince,
and having the name Hiriya Kampana in it,
should necessarily be ascribed to the elder son
of that name of Bukka I, and those giving
the name of the prince as Chikka-Kampana
should be allotted to the reign of the younger
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son Kampana of Bukka I. Anyhow, it has
become now imperative to bear in mind the
existence of one more Kampa, a younger

brother of Kampana the vanquisher of the
Sultan of the South.

Then again, the name Dévayi, the queen
of Bukka I, 1s also a new one. No inscription
mentions a name such as this as among the
queens of Bukka I; therefore the Kavya by
giving out the name of the mother of Kam-
pana has added one more fact to the stock of
our knowledge of the South Indian History.

The inscriptions belonging to the time
of Kampana are found in many parts of the
southern districts of the Madras Presidency
and in Mysore, covering a period ending with
S’1296 Ananda. He was alive, at least, till
the first tvthe of the bright fortnight of the
Karttika month in the year Ananda ; on that
day he had done something which is not clear
in the inscription, while yet he was ruling the
earth.” A month after somewhere in Marga-
sirsha, Kampa seems to have died ; for his son
Jammana Udaiyar is found ruling over the
Maratakanagara province, a fact which
‘distinctly enables us to infer that Kampana
was dead and Jammana ascended the

%:8..1..Ins.; Vol. I, p. 103, No:. 72.
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gubernatorial seat of his father. There 1s also
direct proof for this surmise in inscriptions ;
two inscriptions found in Tiruvannamalai and
Byil clearly mention that Jammana made
certain gifts for the merit of his deceased
father. Both of them are dated in the year
S’ 1296.*  The demise of Kampana some time
before his father Bukka accounts for the
accession of his younger brother, Harihara II,
to the throne ; if he were alive, he should have
contributed to the shedding of a greater
quantity of blood in the disputes of succession
which followed soon after the death of Bukka.
(See Ep. Ind. Vol. XII, p. 162 about these
disputes.) Bukka died on a Sunday, the
first ¢thi in the dark fortnight of the month
Phalguna, in the year Nala corresponding to
S’1298, that is, about two years after Kam-
pana.t The strenuous life of Kampana thus
ended in expanding the dominions of the
Vijayanagara Empire and governing the sub-
jugated provinces with wisdom and justice ;
he lived in the Tamil country for nearly
thirteen years from S’1283 to 1296.

‘ This account of the life and the achieve-
ments of Kampana will not be complete if we

* Hp. An. Rep. No. 573/02 = 224/06.
t Ep. Carn. Mysore Dt. Yd., No. 46.
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do not mention a few words regarding those
faithful vassals who helped him throughout
his career of stunning success in war and bene-
ficent administration of the country. We have
seen how the Brahmana General Goppanna,
the Governor of Sefiji, was rendering his
services of a General and Statesman. He was
an officer under Kampana even so early as
S’1275. The Minister of Kampana was Som-
appa_ Udaiyar (Aramane Mahapradhana).’
Saluva Mangi was, according to the Salu-
“vabhy yudaya and the Ramabhyudaya, one of
the officers who accompanied Kampana in his
campaigns against the Chamburaya and the
Sultan of the South; and for the meritorious
services he rendered to his liegelord he was
styled Chamburaya-Sthapanacharya and for
his munificent gifts to the Brahmanas of Sri-
ranga, Sriranga-sthapanacharya. Then two
persons are mentioned in inscriptions as the
Maha-samantadhipatis, that is, field-mar-
shals, of Kampana; they are Ramayyadéva
and Mallappanavaru, and these were with
‘him in S§°1283-4. The name of the Palace
Manager (Aramanaitkku Sarva-Nirvahakar)
was one Duggana and (Adappattu) Ilakkappar
was his betel-bearer. Pradhani Somappa-
dandanaykar and Annar-Goppannar are also
mentioned in the Srirangam- Koyilologu.
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For artha read artha.

For kama read kama.

For purusharthd read purushdarthe.
For Bukka read Bukka,
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For karpana read karpanda,
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Put the sentence beginning with
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vious two sentences that commence
with “It is in this connection”.
For “another” read *‘an other.”
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rise”.
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For “coloption” read ‘*colophon”.
For sfas read f@®

The sentence beginning with * see
also” must be placed after the last
line 1n the foot note on page 18,
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