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Proceedings of the Committee authorised to issue
invitations and make other arrangements for the Parishad

At a meeting at Beach House, Mylapore on sunday
the 4th August 1912

Present’

Dr. Sir. S. Subramania Aiyar K.C.L.LE. (Presdt.)
M. R. Ry., Pandit. D. Gopalacharlu A. V. S.

42 V. S. Srinivasa Sastri.
% P. B. Anantacharlu.

5 M. E. Srirangachari

ii)

R. Swaminatha Aiyar. (Secretary).

Resolations

(r) Resolved that the draft report of the sub-committee
be adopted as modified.

(2) Resolved that five hundred copies of the report,
Sanskrit and English, and also 500 copies of the
English part only be printed for publication.

[ * The following members of the sub-committee
appointed to draft the report were also present,

M. R. Ry., S. Kuppuswami Sastri,
M, R, Ry., T. V. Srinivasa Sastri. |
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(3) Resolved that Pandit T. V. Srinivasa Sastri’s book
““ The marriageable agerf Dvija girls” be published
out of the funds remaining with the Secretary.

(4) Resolved that any balance remaining after publishing
the above report and book with translations be left
with Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar to be utilised with
the consent of Dr, Sir S. Subramania Aiyar K C.L.E.

towards the expenses of any ([uture Parishad that
may be organised.

5. Resolved that the committee be dissolved

S. SUBRAMANIAM
President.
4 —8—12.

eatde



Subscriptions.

Dr. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar K. C. I. E. Rs. zoo0

Sir V. C. Desikacharyar Kt. ... .2 100

M. R. Ry., S. Srinivasa Aiyangar ... = .. S 00
The Rajah of Pittapur ... 200 PO

Proprietor, Kapilesvarapuram ... el

The Hon’ble Mr, L. A. Govindaragava Aiyer oue . ED)
,» Hon’ble ,, Justice Sundram Aiyar ... 200
» Hon’ble ,, Justice Sadasiva Aiyar ... e 2 EEO
5, Hon’ble ,, T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar 100
,» Hon'ble ,, P. S.Sivaswami Aiyar C.LE,, CQI. 400
M. R. Ry, T. R. Ramachandra Aiyar S HTIED
Pandit D. Gopalacharlu... 506 260[0)

M. R, Ry., T. Rangachariar ... " S0 (o)
M. R. Ry., M. Venkatesvara Row Pantulu el TO0

M. R. Ry., C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar... e 100
The Maharaja of Cochin... ST

M. R. Ry., K. Srinivasa Aiyangar ... vse TOO

< A. Rangaswami Aiyar ... o D
5 K. Narayana sastri il Aol Gofr e 7 0
- N, Radakrishna Aiyar ... e e TR

The Jugirdar of Arni ... a0
M. R, Ry., T. V. Gopalaswami Aiyar o 15

5 P. Ramanujachari 20
The Honble Mr. M. Audinarayana Aiyah ... st B
M. R. Ry., K. Krishnaswami Row C.LE. ... Sy ST0

R. Srinivasier 20
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The Shrotriumdar of Edavanur... el
Kanyakaparamesvari charity ... e =03 200

Yatindra Pravana chetty charity vas=T00

M. R. Ry., A. Srinivasa Row, Sub-Engineer e 10
% T, V. Srinivasa Aiyar 5

o M. Rangachariar... i

i P. Vaidyanatha Aiyar ... I

Moses & Co., Mount Road ... et

M. R. Ry., M. T. Narasimhiangar ... 5
5 Numberumal Chetty 30
5 Tulajaram Row ... 50
i A. Sundara sastri... 7%
% P. R. Ganapati Aiyar 15
> P.R. Narayana Aiyar 5
3 V. L. Gopalaiyah 5

= A. Ramaswami Sastri ... et T O
Sub-judge, Chittoor

M. R. Ry., Shivanath Ramnath vos 20
Through M. R. Ry., Gomatham Srinivasachariar ... 94
(a) Name not noted e
(&) A O bt oo
(c) o . 5

Total Rs. 3167—8—0
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Report.

The Hindu Sastras provide for the settlement of
disputed questions concerning social and religious practices
by Conferences of pious and learned men. Power is also
reserved in the Sastras for such Conferences to make
suitable changes in the customs of the people in times and
under circumstances not provided for by the ancient
lawgivers. These Conferences, or Parishads as they are
called, which obviously require some central authority to
convene them have long fallen into desuetude. The
idea of reviving them for the discussion and settlement of
social questions now agitating Hindu society was started
some timeago by a few pandits of Conjeevaram ; and a
prospectus in Sanskrit was issued in January last on their
behalf by Vidvan Prativadi Bhayankara Auvantacharya
Swami, [Editor of Manjubhashini, Conjeevaram, It being
thought, however, that the matter could not be brought to a
successful issue without the help of influential Zawkikas
one of the originators sought the co- operanon of the
Brahman gentlemen of Madras.

2. An informal meeting was accordingly held in
Madras at ‘Beach House’ the residence of Dr. Sir S.
Subramania Aiyar for considering the above prospectus.
Among those present were, besides the host, the Hon’ble
Mr. Justice P. R. Sundra Aiyar, the Hon’ble Mr. P. S,
Sivaswami Aiyar, C.I, E, Sir V. C. Desika chariar,
Dewan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Rao, C.I. E ,—Rao
Bahadur Professor M. Rangachariar, the Hon’ble Dewan
Bahadur L. A. Govindaraghava Aiyar, Mr. T. R. Rama-
chandra  Aiyar, Mahamapodadhyaya Chandrasekhara
Sastrial, Vidvan 'I. Lakshmanachariar, Vidvan P. B
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Ananthachariar, Vidvan S. Srisaila Tatachariar, Vidvan
Alwar Aiyangar and Vidvan M. Kumaratatachariar.
The meeting cordially welcomsd the idza of a Parishad
and suggested the lines on which it may be conducted.

3. Subsequentiy an influeniial meeting of the towns-
men of Conjeevaram held on the zoth January resolved
finally on summoning the Parishad,

The subjects to be taken up were stated to be :—

(1) Encouragement of the study of Sanskrit.

(2) Sea-voyage.

(3) Re-admission to the Hindu Religion.

(4) The age of marriage of girls.

(5) Vaidika Acharas aud Dharina Sastra ceremonials
generally.

(6) Alterations necessary in the Hindu Law.

(7) The best means of creating a spirit of toleration,
wide sympathy and mutual respect amongst Pandits.

4. A joint prospectus embodying these proposals
was issued in the beginning of February last by a Work-
ing—Committee composed of Madras and Conjeevaram
Members. The lines on which it was originaliy contem-
plated to conduct the Conference need not be entered
into at length here as they have had to be departed (rom
subsequently in almost all important iespects. They
were briefly (r) The Parishad or Conference was to
consist of not more than 36 Pandits selected out of per-
sons specially invited for the purpose by the Working-
Committee. (2) Rao Bahadur Professor M. Rangachariar
was to be the President of the Parishad with a casting
vote. (3) Certain English knowing gentlemen were to
attend the Parishad and to assist the Pandits in regulating
their procedure. (4) The resolutions of the conference
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were to be published with the reasons and the authorities
in their support, the minority being entitled to have their
view also included in the published proceedings.

5. Soon after the issue of the joint prospectus certain
private communications from Conjeevaram caused the
Madras Committee to fear that the movement was not
generally popular in Conjeevaram and might end ina
fiasco, and they suspended further collection of subscrip-
tions pending the result of local enquiries ; and it looked
at one time as if the Madras men would withdraw from
the movement. Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar went to
Conjeevaram to make these enquiries and it was only
after a report from him that work was resumed. The
net result of the enquiries was, however, to put the Madras
Committee on their guard, and from this time forward
this Committee had entire control of the arrangements
for the Parishad. The number of Pandits to be invited,
the form of invitations &c., &c, were all decided at
Madras, and the entire correspondence was carried on
by the Madras Secretary. The only work done at
Conjeevaram was the construction of the Parishad pandal
and the issue of Sanskritinvitations to the selected Pandits
The Madras Secretary went to Conjeevaram a week before
the Parishad to look after the arrangements.

6. The Madras Committee also took steps to ensure
that the Pandits chosen to form the Parishad made
themselves fully familiar with the precepts contained 1n the
Sastras on the questions to be submitted to the Parishad
for decision. For, it is only a few Pandits that make 2
special study of the Dharma Sastras in these later days
and the knowledge of these S:istras possessed by the
generality of them is as a rule limited to a few textsin
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support or in explanation of the existing customs. As
the object of the Conference was to ascertain how far the
existing customs could be modified without violating the
spirit of the Sas/ras™ it was necessary that the Pandits
deciding the question should have a full and accurate
knowledge of the latter. The Working-Committee
therefore invited the Pandits to meet at Conjeevaram a few
daysbefore the Conference so as to study the authorities
on the various subjects to be discussed and to make
themselves familiar with opposed schools of thought by
a mutual exchange of ideas, the object of the Committee
being to choose the inner voting Parishad of thirtysix
Pandits mainly from among those taking part in these
preliminary discussions. These discussions extended
over four days viz.,, 1st to 4th April, but the progress
was very slow owing to the obstructive attitude assumed
by one or two Mysore Pandits who objected to the very
idea of changing long established custom by means of a
Parishad, and the only :ubject that was discussed was
that of the marriageable age of Dvija girls.

7. 'The Parishad was formally opened by Dr. Sir S.
Subramania Aiyar K. C. 1. E. at the Davanotsava
Mandapam within the precints of the Little-Conjeevaram
Temple on thz s5th of April last. A large number of
Pandits from Mysore, Jamnagar, Vizianagar, Chidam-
baram, Madura, Kumbakonam, Tiruvadi and Madras
were assembled besides about " 500 visitors from different
places. A grand pandal was put up in front of the
Mandapam to accomodate the Pandits and visitors. The
actual number of Pandits that had been registered up to
that date was eighty-one: 70 from outside Conjeevaram
and 11 local Pandits. Their names and designations are
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given at theend of this report. The Pandits numbered
1 to61 and I to XX were the eighty one registered on the
sth April ; the latter twenty did not attend the recon-
stituted Parishad. Pandits numbered 62 to 71 did not
register themselves at all but appear 1o have attended
the reconstituted Parishad and have given replies to the
questions placed before the Parishad ; they apparently
arrived late.

8. It is unnecessary to detail here the circumstances
which led to the dissolution of the first Conference. These
are fully explained in the communication made to the
press about the middle of April last by Mr. V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri. This communication is reprinted as appendix IV
to this report and another communicati»n bySatchithanan-
dendra Sarasvati is reprinted as appendix V A section of
the Pandits assembled were dissatisfied with the regula-
tions laid down by the Working-Commirttee for. the
conduct of discussion at the Conference and demanded
modifications thereof in important particulars. One of the
modifications proposed was that the ordinary modern
form of discussion shouldbe abandoned in favour of the
traditional dialectic method of argument called Vakyartha,
under which the discussion is confined to two representative
disputants after which the Madkyathas or umpires finally
decide the question. It is well known that argument
under this system on any question may be prolonged
for days and weeks, and as further the system was totally
unsuited forthepurpose in hand, it was impossible to accede
to this demand. If the labour and expense involved in
assembling the Pandits were not to be wasted, it was
absolutely necessary to dissolve the Conference and to

2
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form another of Pandits willing to abide by the regulations
of the Working-Committee.

9. The following is a brief statement of the pro-
ceedings of the Parishads from the 5th to the 1oth April-
sth April morning Opening of the Conference. Address,
by Dr. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar.

Evening Working-Committee meeting. Opening
speeches by Professor M. Rangachariar M. A. and Vidvan
P. B. Ananthacharya Swami. Announcement of the regu-
lations made by theWorking-Committee.

6th morming, Business meeting.

Evening The subjectof the improvement of Sanskrit
was discussed unde the rules announced, and two resolu-
tions were adopted 2. Discussion of the sea-voyage
question under the Vakyarthar system.

7th morning Dissolution of the Parishad by the
President.

Evening Meeting of the reconstituted Parishad first
at Arni house and afterwards at the Devanotsava Mandapa.
Discussion of the Sea-voyage question under the modern
system.

8th Aprzl mormng. Discussion of the sea-voyage
question continued.

Eveming. Sea-voyage question concluded, and the
opinions of Pandits taken thereon. Post-puberty marriage
question begun.

9th April Discussion on the Post-puberty marriage
question concluded and the opinions of Pandits taken
thereon.



11

roth April The subject of the readmission of
Converts discussed and the opinions of Pandits taken
thereon. The closing of the Conference.

10. The following is a summary of the opinions of
the Pandits on the various subjects discussed.

Sea-voyage. Four questions were submitted to the
Parishad in connection with this subject.

(i) Whether sea-voyage is objectionable in itself or
becomes so only under special circumstances determined
by such things as place, time, motive etc.—in other words
—Dbecause it involves the non-performance of the prescribed
daily ceremonies and the partaking of forbidden food
and drink ; (i1) whether the Sastras prescribe suitable
purificatory ceremonies for removing the taint resulting
from sea-vovage, (iii) whether persons incurring such
taint are fit to be associated with after the performance
of the ceremonies, (iv) whether the above statements
apply to Brahmans only, or to all the twice-born castes.

Fifty Pandits have recorded their opinions on the
first question. Of these the majority (30) consider that
sea-voyage is not objectionable in itself but is only
rendered so under certain special circumstances. One
considers that it is not objectionable at all under any
circumstances, while eighteen hold that sea-voyage
is per se sinful. As many as forty-five are of opinion that
the sin resulting from sea-voyage can be removed by the
performance of suitable ceremonies while three consider
that the sin is inexpiable. On the third question twenty-
seven are of opinion that the maa who has uudergone
purification is fit to be associated with, while seventeen -
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of the rest are for curtaling the scope of this association in
various directions. Fifteen of these seventeen hold that
others should not eat in the company of foreign travelled
men while four Pandits hold that such persons should not
be associated with at all. On the fourth question twenty-
seven are of opinion that the above statements are
applicable to all the twice-born castes, two consider
that they apply only to Brahmans and Kshatrias, and
eighteen think that they apply ouly to Brahmans.

Re-admassion of Repenteni Conwerts:—On this subject
only thirty seven have recorded their votes. Of these thirty
are of opinion that it is proper to re-admit such of the
converts as psnitently desire to return to the Hindu-fold ;
but there is great difference of opinion as to whether the
converts are to be re-admitted into the caste to which
they originally belonged. There is little sasézazc autho-
rity one way or the other on this question and the Vice-
President is of opinion that the subject has not been
fully discussed.

Post-puberty marriage. (The question of the
marriageable age of Dvija girls was the one that received
the largest attention atthe Conference being also the
subject that was examined by the Pandits under various

aspects during the preliminary discussions from the first
to the (ourth of April.

Three distinct issues had to be decided by the Con-
ference for the satisfactory settlement of this subject
(1) When Srauta Lingams, that is, inferences suggested
by Vedic mantrams come in conﬂict with the express
precepts of the Swmrzfzs which are to be held superior. (2)
Is the bedding of the bride and bridegroom enjoined by the
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Grihya Sutras an integral part of the wedding ritual.
(3) Do the Sastras enjoin or at least permit the post
puberty marriage of Brahman girls in these days. Fifty-
persons have recorded their opinions on these issues. On
the first nineteen are of opinion that Vedic Lzngams (infe-
ences) are superior to Smrzzs, eleven consider that the lat
ter are superior and ten are of opinion that the two are
of equal authority ; nine Pandits did not express any
opinion. On the 2nd question twenty five consider that
the bedding of the couple is an integral part of the
wedding ritual while nineteen think that the bedding
might come later, and five express no opinion. On
the 3rd question seven are of opinion that the sastras
absolutely prohibit post-puberty marrige while three
more think that though permitted by the sastzas under
certain circumstances such marriages should not be re-
introduced as they are opposed to the custom of the
Sushtas u. ¢. the learned and the pious. Of the remain-
ing thirty nine Pandits eight are o f opinion that post-
puberty marriage is ordained by the Sastzas while two
others are of opinion that the sasfras are not unanimous
on this question, some premitting such marriages while.
some others ordain them. The remaining twenly nine
consider that there is a permissive rule for such marriages,
as a Gauna or Apad Kalpa, limited in time to three or
four years after puberty as the case may be. Of the
above twenty-nine the number that use the word Apad
in their replies is nine, and two of these nine further limit
the rule to cases in which there is no male relative to
give the girl away. The list of Pandits thus admitting
that there is provision in the Saséras for the post-puberty
marriage of Brahman girls includes most of the learned
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and distinguished Pandits that attended the reconstitued
Parishad.

o

3. Lakshmipuram Srinivasachari. 1
4. Kasi Venkatachala Sastri R
5. Narahari Josier, |> Mysore.
6, Mandikal Ramasastri, J
Other Pandits. 33
7, Brahma Sri Panchapagesa Sastri )
8. Brahma Sri Srinivasa Sastri, & SRlasas
9. Brahma Sri Padmanabha Sastri e el AL
10. Brahma Sri Ramanatha Sastri, J
11. Brahma Sri Narasimha Sastri Presidency College
Madras.

12. Brabma Sri Nilkanta Sastri, )
r3. Brahma Sri Krishnamachari. Tiravadi
14. Brahma Sri Srinivasa Madhavachari, Aoevact
15. Brahma Sri Seshasayee Aiyangar, J
16. Brahma Sri N. Venkata Sastri; }V' :
17. Brahma Sri Dharmachariar, lelana carant s
18. Brahma Sri Gunda Sastri, Mysore.
19. Brahma Sri Somanatha Sastri % J h
20, Brahma Sri Jayakrishna Misra, agannath.
21. Brahma Sri Kanakanakhalli Narasimha

; Sastri > Bangalore.
22, Brahma Sri Jayaram Venkatachariar,

Mahamahopadhyayas. 2
Chandra Sekhara Sastri of Mylapore.

Tata Subraya Sastri of Vizianagaram.

Mahavidvans. 4



15

3. Brahma Sri Siiarama Sastri, Madura

24. Brahma SriNaravana Vajapavee, Tiruvalur.

25. Brahma Sri Srinivasa Sastri, Namakal.
and others

11. The following explanation is neccessary to under-
stand the above issues and voting. It is well known
that the Mantras used at Brahman weddings and the
ordinances of the Grziya writers on the subject contain
clear indications that the brides contemplated therein
are grown up girls who have attained puberty ; some
of the Grihiya sutras prescribe that the couple should
he bedded in the small hours of the fourth uight of
the wedding. Most of the Swrztis on the other hand
contain definite and direct injunctions that girls should
be married defore puherty, while a few of them con-
tain a permissive rule extending the age of marriage to
three years after puberty in cases in which the parents or
guardians are unable to find suitable husbands for the girls,
a fourth year being allowed for the girls themselves to
choose their husbands in those exeptional cases in which
the parents or guardians fail to give them in marriage for
more than three years after puberty. To the student
examining the question from ths historian’s point of view
the explanation of the above discrepancy is obvious and
easy. He argues from internal evidence that of the three
classes of writings mentioned above the 1/aniras are the
oldest, and that the Grzhya Sutras laying down the ritual
to be followed at weddings are older than most of the
Smartzs. Owing to the operation of various causes there
has been a gradual lowering of the marriageable age of girls
during the last three thousand years. The Smz7/is of various
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dates record the customs that prevailed from time to time
during this period, while the marriage ritual has remained
“he same that it was more than two thonsand years ago,
and the Mantras which convey no meaning to any but the
most learned ears continue to be repeated mechanically
though they are inapplicable to the immature brides. and
bride-grooms of the present day.

The Pandits will reject thi explanation altogether.
To them all Swmritis are equally old and all are based
on the Vedas. The Grihya Sutras merely lay down the
order in which the precepts of the Smritis are to be
carried out and are therefore inferior in authority to
the Smritis. Lastlv mere inferences and indications
cannot prevail against express precepts. It might
be argued per contra that the Mantras being parl of the
Vedas, their Lingams (i.e,) the inferences from or indi-
cations contained in them cannot be lightly set aside,
The late Mahamahopadhyaya Vedantakesari Ganapati
Sastri of Panganadu examined this last question in his book
Vayonirnayah (marriageable age of Brahman girls, and con-
cluded, on the imagined authority of the Bhattavaritikam
of Kumarila Bhat, that though the Mantras (Vedas) are
superior in authority to the Swritis mere inferences
drawn from the former cannot prevail against the express
precepts of the latter. This question has been re-exa-
mined by some of the Pandits that took part in
the discussions of the Parishad, notably Brahma Sri
Padmanabha Sastri of the Adyar Library, and these have
taken up the position that the conclusion arrived at by
the Jate Pandit Ganapati Sastri was due to a misreading of
Kumarila Bhat and that a proper appreciation of Bhatta—
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Vartikam undoubtedly leads to the conclusion that the
Lingams or inferences and indications in the Mantras are
superior in authority to the precepts of the Swmzrits. In
this view it would obviously follow that the Sastras
ordawn the post-puberty marriage of girls. Even with-
out this admission it may be contended on the basis of
the permissive rule in some of the Swmzrzts that such
post puberty marriage is permissible under the cirums-
tances specified as an inferior alternative, that is in
the language of the Pandits, as a Gauna or Apad
Kalpa.

The above voting on the Age question may, it is
trusted, be regarded as a decided step forward in marriage
reform. Thirty years ago it used to be said that a Brahman
girl attaining puberty before marriage should be drowned
in river flood, her parents committing suicide at the same
time; and even now it is believed that an unmarried Brah-
man girl attaining puberty loses caste. Considering the pre-
valent opinion hitherto in the matter is it not an import-
ant point gained that a considerable number of Pandits
yielding to none in piety and leaning, should announce
publicly that there is provision in the Sastras for the
marriage of Brahman girls even after puberty ? Social
ostracism of girls marrying after puberty ought to be
impossible after this expression of opinion.

12. It will be seen from the above that the original
proposal to have an inner voting Parishad of thirty-six
pandits was not acted upon at Conjeevaram. One of the
modifications in the regulations demanded by the dissatis-
fied Pandits was no doubt that every Pandit that had
beew invited by letter should 2550 faclo become a member
of the Parishad, but it was not solely in view of this demand

3
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that the original proposal was dropped. It is only a few
Pandits that make a special study of dkarma sastras, and
opinions bred by long standing custom are not likely to
be changed by the discussion of a week ; further many
Pandits naturally shrink from the avowal of opinions
which are at variance with the popular view. For these
reasons the Committee are of opinion that the provisions
of the Dharma Sastras should be more widely and more
fully known before sound conclusions can be expected
to be arrived at, The beginning made at Conjeevaram
is, however, full of promise and the Committee cannot
but feel gratified at the right grasp of the true spirit of
the Sastras and at the outspokenness displayed by the
opinions recorded by many of the Pandits.

13. Financial. The total amount subscribed was
Rs. 3167-8-0 of which Rs. 3017-8-0 has been collected;
the remaining Rs. 150 will also be paid up shortly. Of
the amount collected a sum of Rs. 1034 was spent under
the direction of the Conjeevaram. Committee ; and the
expenditure by the Madras Secretary aggregated to
Rs. 813-12-0. The unexpended balance is thus Rs.
1160-12-0. Of this amount about Rs. 600 to Rs. 700
will be required for printing and distributing copies of
this report, and for publishing the book entitled the
Marriageable age of Dvija girls written by Pandit
T. V. Srinivasa Sastri of the Mylapore Sanskrit College in
the cause of marriage reform ; further the report and the
book have also to be published in some of the vernaculars.

14. 1t must be noted here that the actual expenses
of the Parishad would have far exceeded the collections
had it not been for the generosity with which the efforts
of the Committee had been seconded by Sirdar Kanta
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Raj Urs,, of the Royal family of Mysore; the Govern-
ment of Mysaore, and His Holiness Jagadguru Sri

Sankaracharya of Kumbakonam. As many as twenty-
eight Pandits attended the Conference from the Mysore
Province, and Sirdar Kanta Raj Urs, with generous
munificence bore the entire expenses of all the Pandits
that came from Mysore and ils neighbourhood ; the
batta and the travelling expenses of the Pandits that
came from Bangalore were paid by the Mysore Govern-
ment. The Conjeevaram Math of Sri Sankara bore
the feeding expenses of all the smarta Brahmans that
attended the Parishad. The thanks of the Committee
are also due to the Rajah of Vijianagaram, the Dt
Board of Tanjore, the Managing Committee of the
Mylapore Sankskrit. College, and the Diarma Sastra
sabha of Madura for giving leave of absence lo the
Pandits in their employ and permitting them to attend
the Parishad, The Committee take this opportunity of
tendering their thanks to the subscribers who have libe-
rally contributed towards the expenses of the Parishad.
The Committee cannot close thisreport without enpressing
their sense of obligation for the services rendered by the
Pandits in attending the conference and giving their
opinions after due consideration. A special meed of
praise is due to the President and the Vice-President of
the Parishad for the patience and tact which they brought
to bear in the discharge of their duties.
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Opinions of Pandits.
SEA-VOYAGE.

Analysis of 50 opinions recorded at the Parishad
on the evening of 8th April 1912.

1. ZForst question. Is sea-voyage sinful per se or
becomes so only under certain circumstances deter-
mined by such things as time, place, motive &c.,?

Answers.

(a) Sea voyage is sinful in itselt. Eighteen Pandits.
Nos. 3, 8, 10, 21, 23, 29, 33, 34, 36, 40, 41, 43,
44, 46, 48, 49, 50, 53.

() Sea voyage becomes sinful only under special
circumstances. Twenty seven Pandits. Nos. 5,
Q) 7, 12 T3 ST ANTE 16, 17018120, 212, 250520, 882175
28, 30, 35, 39, 42, 51, 52, 54, 55, 59, 66, 69.

(¢) Sea voyage is sinful when it is for a period
exceeding three days. Two Pandits. Nos. 11
and 24.

(d) Sea voyage becomes sinful when frequently
repeated. One Pandit No. g56.

() Sea voyage is not sinful at all. One Pandit
No. 45.

II. Second questzon. Do the Sastras prescribe suitable

Prayaschitta for removing the sin resulting from
sea voyage ?
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Answers ;
() Yes. Forty-five Pandits. Nos. 3, s, 6, 7, 8§, 10,
LI, 12,13, I4;15,°36; 17, 18 22021802 2ailau.
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 41, 43,
44, 46, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 66, 69.
(0) There is no Prayaschittam, the sin being inexpi-
able. Three Pandits. Nos. 30, 42, 49.

Third questzon. When a person has performed the
Prayaschittam prescribed does he become fit to be
associated with ?

Answers.

(@) Yes, in connexion with the performance of his
own daily ceremonies and of such samskaras as
marriage for himself and his children. Others can
also eat in his companv. Twenty seven Pandits.
INO8: 315,165 7, £3, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20)522,25,520)
27, 29, 30, 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56.

(b) Yes, except in connexion with the performance
of such samskaras as marriage for himself and
his children. One Pandit. No. 34:

(¢) Yes, except in connexion with the performance
of Upanayanam for his sons. Others should not
eat in his company. One Pandit. No. 39.

(d) Yes: but people should not eat in his company.
Three Pandits Nos. 52, 59, 66.

(¢) Yesin connexion with the performance of his
daily ceremonies and of the marriage of his
daughters. One Pandit No. 43.
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Yes. but only in connexion with the performance
of his daily ceremonies. Ten Pandits. Nos. 8, 11,
18, 21, 24, 28, 33, 48, 50, 69.

Yes, exceptin connexion with the performance

of the Upanayana and Vivaha of his sons. One
Pandit. No 23.

No, he is not fit to be associated with in any of the
the above matters. Four Pandits. Nos, 12, 35,

36, 49.

Fourth question. Do the answers given apply to

all

the three Dvija castes ?

Answers

(@) They apply only to Brahmans.* Eighteen Pan-

(%)

©

dits. #Nosiir3; 14, 17,122,025 1528920430, #2335 5350
36, 39, 43, 44, 51, 53, 55. 56.

They apply only to Brahmans and Kshatriyas.
Two Pandits Nos 15 and 59.

JVhey apply to all the three Dvija castes. Twen-
ty seven Pandits. Nos. 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 16,
18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 34, 40, 41, 42, 46, 48,
49, 50, 52, 54, 66, 69.

Post-puberty Marriage.

Analysis of 50 opinions recorded at the Parishad

1

on the evening of 9th April 1912.

First question. When Srauta Lingams i. e., indica-

tions contained in or inferences drawn from Vedic
mantrams come in conflict with the express precepts
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of the Smritis which of them are of superior
authority,

Answers.

(a) Srauialingams are of superior authority. Nine-
teen Pandits, Nos. 7, 12, 16, 22, 23, 29, 36, 39,
49, 41, 42, 43, 45, 52, 55, 56, 62, 64, 67.

[V.B. Nos. 22, 36, 41, 46, 55 give their answers
with a qualification which is implied in the
question itself.]

(6) Smriti precepts are of superior authority. Eleven
Pandits,  Nos. 3, 8,/ Ir 13,5 15,428 qn 48,
50, 59, 69.

[V. B. Nos. 8, 11, greatly qualify their answers by
the words “ in some places’].

(c) DBoth are of equal authority. Ten Pandits. Nos.
I, 2, 10, 14, 17, 18, 25, 27, 63, 68.

Second question: Is the bedding of the bride and

bridegroom prescribed in some of the Grihya sutras
to be regarded as part of the wedding ritual.

Answers

(a) Yes. Twenty five Pandits. Nos. s, 6, 7, 14, 16,
17, 20, 25, 28, 29, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 49, 52, 55,
56, 59, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68.

(6) No. Nineteen Pandits. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 8, 11, 12,
13, 15, 18, 22, 23, 27, 36, 39, 44, 46, 50, 62, 69.

LI. Zhird question.—Do any of the sastras prescribe

post-puberty marriage for Brahman girls or at least
permit such marriages as an inferior alternative ?
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Answers

(a) The sastras prescribe post-puberty marriage
for Brahman girls. EKight Pandits. Nos. 1, 2, 29,

39, 42, 45, 56, 67.

(b) Some sastras prescribe post-puberty marriage,
others merely permit such marriage. Two Pan-
dits Nos 7, 17.

(¢) The sastras permit post-puberty marriages under
certain circumstances for a period of three or four
years after puberty. Twenty-one Pandits. Nos.
5, 6, 12, 13, 20, 22, 25, 27, 28, 36, 40, 41, 43, 50,
51, 52, 59, 63, 65, 66, 68.

(d) The sastras permit such marriages oniy under
unavoidable circumstances (Apad). Nine Pandits.
Nos. 6, 14, 15, 16. 23, 44, 46, 62, 69.

() Though permitted by the sastras under certain
circumstances such marriages would be against
the practice of the pious and the learned, and
should not be adopted. Three Pandits Nos.
18, 33, 49-

(/) The sastras prohibit post-puberty marriages.
Seven Pandits. Nos. 3, 8, 11, 30, 55, 58, 64.

Readmission of Repentent Converts
Analysis of 37 opinions recorded
on the IOth April I912.
I First question, Do the sastras permit the 1e-admission

into Hinduism of persons who have seceded to other
religions but penitently desire to re-enter it ?
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Answers

(@) Yes. Thirty Pandits. Nos. 7, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15,
17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 36,
39, 49, 41, 42, 52, 55, 56, 59, 63, 69, 7T.

(6) No. Four Pandits. Nos. 11, 12, 50, 57.

Second Questions. 1f such re-admission is permissi-
ble, are there Prayaschittams which would purify
the converts to such a degree as to entitle them to be
admitted to the caste to which they belonged prior
to their secession ?

Answers

(@) Yes. Twelve Pandits. Nos. 10, 13, 14, 17, 22,
23, 25, 30, 39, 55, 50, 03.

(6) Thereis no such Prayaschittam. Eleven Pandits.
Nos. 8, 171, 12, 15, 21, 27, 29, 43, 57, 59, 69

(c) Persons who had not attained years of discre-

tion at the time of conversion could be readmitted
after Prayaschittam. Four Pandits. Nos. 20, 4o,

42, 52.
(@) There is Prayaschittam which would enable

the re-admission of converts into Hinduism but
not into the same caste. Five Pandits Nos. 18,

2Alk2 383 6,471

(¢) Deliberate, voluntary apostacy cannot be ex-
piated. One Pandit. No. 46.



APPENDICES.

I

Address of Dr. Sir. S Subramania lyer K.C. L E, L.L. D
when opening the Gonference on the "th April 1912

On behalf of the Committee which has been arranging
for the holding of this Conference 1 beg to tender to all of
you our salutations. By accepting our invitation to be pre-
sent here you have placed the Committee under much
obligation. We most sincerely hope that success will attend
your labours and that they may prove beneficial to our
community. Whether this hope of ours will be realised
depends of course upon the qualities which characterize your
deliberations and the good sense which would mark your
conclusions. Though you sit here wit out any authority
capable of making your decisions legally binding upon any
one, yet, there can be no doubt that those decisions will
carry much weight with all reasonable men if they be the
result of careful investigation and calm consideration and
calculated to advance the well-being of our community.

Let me at once tell you that the idea of holding this
Conference originated not with any of us in Madras but
with some of the Pandits themselves in this ancient seat of
learning. This undoubtedly is good augury and such credit
as may result from the holding of the Conference will,
therefore, belong to them who thus suggested the idea. I
should next add that our special thanks are due to you for
consenting to allow Professor Rangachariar and Kuppuswami
Sastrigal to have charge of the orderly conduct of the
deliberations of your meetings. Of course, that does not
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imply any claim of superiority on the part of these members
of the assembly with reference to any of the other learned
men constituting it. These two have been entrusted with

that work because of their greater familiarity with the conduct
of meetings nowadays.

Passing on now to the subjects before you, [ shall
content myself with expressing briefly and most respectfully
a few ideas of my own in regard to some of them,

One thing which must strike all in connection with
Brahmanic social 'm'ganization is the stress laid upon the
observance of sacraments or samskaras as well as their com-
paratively large number. There cannot be the slightest doubt
that these have come down from very ancient times. Is it likely
that a ritualism so elaborate would have taken so strong a
hold upon the community but for very very good reasons? One
should be disposed to answer this question in the negative
but for the fact that the reasons for the sacraments seem so
little apparent. The literature hitherto accessible even to
the learned throw but little light upon the true and essential
mearing of our sacraments. So far as my enquires go the
Grihya Sutras themselves do not enter into any real expla-
nation of the rationale of the samskaras—any explanation
satisfactory to the minds of the present generation. After
long waiting it was my good fortune only a little time back
to come across a unique encyclopaedic work, which I venture
to say, throws an immense amount of light upon the true
significance of these sacraments and as it is a work practi-
cally unknown to the general public I presume to draw your
attention to it from the conviction, that, even you, learned
as you are, would derive bznefit by a knowledge of its
contents and that the same will enable you to decide
upon matters bearing upon the sacraments with agrasp
and liberality which I do not expect to find in one thatis

Sl
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acquainted with the hitherto acceSsible authorities only.
I regret to say that this work has not yet been printed and
published and strange as it may seem there is but one manus-
cript copy of it in this Presidency, namely in the Adyar
Library. As the Librarian will not allow me to take the copy
out of the Library I am unable to place it before you on this
occasion. [ have however caused extracts te be made from
it with re‘erense to the two principal samskaras, Upanayana
and Vivaha which I now offer for your perusal and considera-
tion. Luckily for those acquainted with the English language
an excellent translation of the whole book in three volumes is
available, the publication being enriched with annotations
showing among other things that the statements of the author
of this work in the text imply a surprisingly deep knowledge
of facts of nature which modern science is bringing to light.
In the first of these volumes which I have here will be found
the entire subject of sainskaras, sixteen in number,illuminatively
dealt with and the rationale of each and every one of them
so well-explained as to leave in my humble judgment little to
be desired. It is quite possible that some of you may think
that the work if genuine should not have been unknown to you
so long, and may on that account be not disposed to attach
much weight to its contents. But such a course would be utterly
wrong. For, these are days when search for manuscripts is
being so vigorously conducted throughout the land by those
interested in Oriental Learning that copies of many rare and
most valuable books but little known or supposed to have
been altogether lost have been secured. The name of the
work in question is Pranave Pada and it purports to be the
composition of one Gargyayana: It would seem from the
circumstances narrated by my friend Pandit Babu Bhagavan
Das to whom we are indedted for the copy in the Adyar Library
and who has after many years of indefatigable labour brought
out the translation I have referred to, at much pecuniary
sacrifice, that the book in question is but apart of a remarkable
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collection of ancient literature which in course of time the
public is destined to possess.

The only other observation which I havz to make with
reference to the work is that the author speaks of the aspects
of our samskaras under the two heads of Asat and Sat, using
these terms in a sumewhat technical sense; by Asat being
indicated what may be spoken of as the exoteric point of view
of samskaras and by Sat the esoteric. [ have taken up your
time with these somewhat lengthy remarks because I am
among those who hold that the observance of the samnskaras
should not fall into disuse though their observance must not
be accompanied by the ruinous expense which now attends.
them. But unless without much loss of time steps are taken
for arresting such a result they will fall into disuse. The first
of those steps must of course be to disseminate the knowledge
of the rationals of the samskaras among our people and parti
cularly among those who officiate at their performance. For
so long as these officiating gentleman continue to be ignorant
of the real meaning and significance of the rituals they aid in
the conduct of, and repeat parrot-like the Sanskrit words used
by them at the time, such ritual performance cannot but
be worse than a farce.

It is scarcely necessary to say that my feeling against
allowing the rituals to fall into desuetude is that when
performed with Shraddha i. ¢, with knowledge and faith
they certainly contribute to the purification and refinement
of the Upadhies or bodies of the Jiva, the gross as well as
the subtle ones, and thus necessarily subserve man’s evolu-
tionary progress which consists of the Privritti and Nivritti
Margas in the truest and the largest sense of those terms
/. ¢., the descent of spirit into matter and its ascent to and
union with its primal source, the Supreme Spirit. Burther
more, the knowledge of the esoteric significance of the
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samskaras is calculated to keep alive in the minds ot those
who are in posséssion ofit the fact of the identity of the
evolutionary process micro-cosmic and macro-cosmic, Sug-
aestive-of the all-pervasiveness of Brahman in all this ocean
of phenomena with its ever alternating ebb and fiow. rise
and fall, birth and decay, a mystery hard indeed to under-
stand but yet solvable by one who wills it. For, as that
inspiring text of the Sruti itself tells us: ¢ Kaschit dhirah
prathyagathmanam aikshat Avritta chakshussamritatvamis-
chan:” Verily these samskaras are symbolical of supreme
spiritual truths to be understood by all and -pondered over
every day of one's life so as to facilitate the reaching of
that goal which is the attainment of the peace that passeth
the understanding. Hence the time-honoured system of"
samskqras woven, asit were, into the very structure of our
daily life. ~Hence also the objection on the part of some
of us to the entire deprivation of the sacramental character
of the institution of marriage -among us, in spite of our being
taken as slaves to superstition and retarders of social progress.

I now proceed to say a few words with reference to the
question of the marriageable age forming one of the items in
the programme before you. Having been all my life a Lau-
kika possessing no knowledge of Sanskrit, my view on such
a_question is obviously of little consequence. Yet the position
which has been assigned to me on this occasion, coupled
with the fact that all shades of opinion on the matter before
you are invited by the Committee, makes it my duty to say
without hesitation that the present practice of childmarriages
is utterly opposed to the spirit of the Shastra.  And as the
invitation for opinions to be offered to this Conference requi-.
res that they should be accompanied by a reference to the
authority supporting them. 1 rely upcn the passages from the
Pranava Vada which the extract [ have handed in contains.
The opening sentences of the passages relating to Vivaha
run thus in the translation :—



37

¢« The tenth sacrament is Udvaha-marriage.. When the
development and maturity of the seed are complete and
strong in him and Kama or creative dzsire moves thereto
then should the youth marry a maid younger than himself.
The work of Brahman is accomplished thereby. The idea
thereof is ¢ May I become miny.’ And thereis a joy and
an elation corresponding to it. . Here, in this state of mar-
riage, under the guidance of the bride's and bridegroom’s
knowledge of the Brahman, arises a unity of work, co-opera-
tion, a similarity of interests assonance of temperaments,
and a unanimity of thought and opinion between the man
and the woman. The husband is the Self, the wife is the Not-
Self, and their union, their common tastes and temper, all
their communion, in short, is of the nature of the Negation.
Such is the sacrament of marriage; Kriya predominates
therein and it is one of the principal samskaras”. The anno-
tation on the word Negation in the text I have just quoted
may also be read as making Gargyayana’s meaning quite
clear :—“The word negation has a somewhat startling effect
in such a connection even after the explanations that have
been given before, of its full significance and its technical em-
ployment in this work. But to show that even that current
sense of the word which is the chief cause of this startling
effect is not also altogether without an application here, it
may be noted that while in thé fact of marriage there is
clearly a unification, on the one hand, there is also, on the
other hand, a negation of utter identification implied in the
very difference of narure and individuality of the two; con:
nection, relation is essentially, an agreement in differ
ence, an affirmation in negation”. The unquestionable good
sense of what I have read looked at whether from a
worldly point of view or from the spiritual is such as absolutely
to deprive the present highly injurious practicz of child-
marriage of all Shastraic warrant,
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I pass next. to the question of sea-voyage, and will dis-
pose of it in a sentence or two In my humble judgment
the matter is so simple that I wonder how our people, so
acute and intelligent, could fail to take a reasonable view of
it. Of course it is not the mere fact that one travelsin a
boat that i; supposed to make him a Patita or fallen, It
is the obstacles in the way of the observance in the usual
fashion of the Sandhyas etc., incident to sea-voyage that
furnish the real grou‘nd for the attitude of those who would
object to communion with the traveller on his return. But
to treat thousands and thousands of people who almost from
the days of their Upanayana neglect these observances and
otherwise depart from customary practices as unoffending
members of the caste and yet excommunicate the man who
travels by sea, say for the laudable purpose of acquiring
knowledge, is absurd. The sooner our community adjusts
itself to modern conditions the better for it. The decision
of the Parishad which sat a few years agoin the Tanjore
District in regard to this very question seems to me worthy
of being followed.

I shall ncw conclude with a word or two upon the sub-
Ject of Sanskrit study. With all deference I venture to cay
that it is time that the Pandit class in this country should
come to recognise that a knowledge of the English language
would be of no little service to them in promoting the study
in question as it should be. For that would enable the student
of Sanskrit in this country to avail himself of the unceasing
and patient research carried on in Europe and America by
savants as regards our past civilisation and literature as
well as the civilisation and literatures of allied races outside
India. The brilliant results of the labouss of a handful of
Indian scholars who have worked on the lines of western
orientalists certainly justify the conclusion that their contri
bution towards a true knowledge of matters of the description
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under reference will not be less valuable than those of such
western workers in the same field. In support of this view,
I may without intending to be invidious refer to the most
interestit g paper not long ago caontributed to the Journal of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal by Mahamahopadhyaya Hara
Prasad Sastri, where the learned gentleman refutes by a
collation of irresistable evidence the theory of the Renaissance
of Sanskrit literature in the 4th century A. D. after a lull of
seven centuries from the time of the rise of Buddhism
—a theory first started by Max Muller about 40 years
ago and apparently accepted without demur till lately,
Study and research on such lines as [ have been
speaking of on the part of our Pandits would tend to remove
the narrowness which seems to be inevitable when their
studies proceed on the old lines only. The same would
also prev:nt acceptance by them of altogether erroneous
statements with reference to important events and personages
which now are sometimes taken for truth. Take for instance
among others the supposition that Patanjali the author of
the Maha Bashya lived and taught in Chidambaram long
known for the shrine of Netesa there. Those acquainted with
the writtings of Orientalists know that the famousgrammarian
flourished in the far off Pataliputra and much later than the
date tradition assigns to him viz., during the reign of Pushya-
mitra reference to whom is made by the grammarian
himself inthe statement “Pusyamitram Yajamahe” quoted
by Hara Prasad Sastri in the article referred to. (See also
the same author’s paper in the same Journal on the causes
of the dismemberment of the Maurya Dynasty) I am sure this
appeal by me to the Pandit class for a change in the methods
of their studies is quite opportune having regard to the fact
that before long the Government will found an Oriental
Institute in the new Capital, Delhi, and which Institute will
afford substantial facilities to those who are ready to avail
themselyes of them, and I trust that some at least from this
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part of India will from time to time not fail to do so.

The Senate of the Madras University is now most
anxiously considering the question of the disposal of about 4}
lakhs of rupees placed in its hands in pursuance of the policy
of giving further impetus to education, one of the many fruits
of the gracious visit of their Imperial Majesties. f you can,
with the valuable advice of the President and the Vice-Presi-
dent Professor Rangachariar and Kuppusawmi Sastrigal,
make any practical suggestions with reference to the Senate
applying some small portion of the money in question towards
making arrangements for preparing suitable students to be sent
from this part of Iadia to the Imperial Institute in Delhi, those
suggestions may well be submitted for the consideration of
the Senate. Lastly, | would strongly press upon your attens-
tion the importance of forming an Association of Pandits
registered under the Law for study and research on up-to-date
lines with a paid Secretary possessing a good knowledge of
English and Sanskrit and himself capable of doing original
work. 1 feel sure that adequate pecuniary aid can be obtained
for the Association from the Maths and from the surplus funds
of such richly endowed temples as Tirupati. Rameswaram
etc, Since the scheme for the former came into force about
7 years ago, more than ten lakhs of Rupees have been invested
in Government Paper as savings from revenues and from this
one single new source alone Rs. 35,000 are annually forthcom-
ing. The ordinary aunual income of the institution is, as you
all know, many times the expenditure. The scheme admits of
the surplus income being applied for the promotion of religion
and knowledge. The very recent scheme for the Rameswaram
Temple provides for the expenditure of about Rs. 6000 per
annum for purposes of Sanskrit Education, There is thus,
you will see, ample scope for patriotic services on your part if
you will only undertake and carry on the same in the true
spirit,



41

Before closing, I beg to convey tlie thanks of the commit-
tee to the Government of His Highness the Maharaja of
Mysore for allowing a large number of Pandits of the Darbar
to attend the conference, the Darbar bearing the expenses.
I also tender our thanks to all who have been good enough to
help us by pecuniary contributions and otherwise. In our final
report of the proceedings we shall take the opportunity of
refering in detail to all who have thus helped us.

IT

Communication sent to the Press, on the 7th April 1912
by the President, Vice President & Secretary regarding
the dissolution of the Parishad.

The Pandits’ Conference which was opened here the day
before yesterday by Dr. Sir S. Subramaniya Iyer was
dissolved this morning by the President Rao Bahadur Pro-
fessor M. Rangachariar. Briefly the circumstances that
compelled this extreme measure on the part of the President
were as follows. The Working Committee of the Parishad
composed partly of Laukikas and partly of Pandits, and
including residents of Madras and Conjeevaram had formed
certain rules for regulating the proceedings of the Parishad
and selected the Pandits who were to constitute it. These
rules and the names of the selected Pandits were announced
at the close of the first day’s proceedings by the Vice-President
acting under the orders of the President. The rules and the
selection seem to have caused some discontent. As a result
much angry talk took place at a business meeting of the

6
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Parishad lield yesterday morning and it was resolved as
the only possible means of saving the Parishad that the
selection of the Pandits was to be made by a committee
consisting of the President and two Pandits of Conjeevaram
who were also members of the local committee.

When the proceedings began yesterday afternoon
almost all the Pandits invited were given new tickets and
admitted to the inner enclosure without the knowledge of
the President, and whatis more, after a part of the pro-
ceedings had been conducted in the manner prescribed by
the President the further proceedings which related to the
question of sea voyage was made to begin by a preconcerted
arrangement among the local men, according to the tradi-
tional method of conducting disputations, which the President
had expressly declared in the morning to be in-appropriate
and undesirable in a discussion intended to explain and to
determine Dharma.

The President, however, did not veto this procedure
at once then partly because he did not wish to raise an
unseemly dispute in the middle of the day’s proceedings and
partly also because he thought it might economise time
if an experiment in the traditional method were allowed
to be made and its unsuitability clearly demonstrated.
After some hours of this kind of dialectic discussion confined
to a few Pandits the meeting was adjourned to half past
seven this morning. In the meantime, the President made
enquiries and received representations from Pandits and
others which satisfied him that he would be acting in
conformity with a wide spread desire if he brought the
discussion back to the lines originally laid down.

So the proceedings began this morning with an announce-
ment by the President that as yesterday’s procedure had
proved dilatory and unprofitable he desired to adopt the
method and the rules that he had originally caused to be
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made known. The announcement was followed by heated
protests which in turn led to some personal explanations on
the part of the President. Some Pandits made angry speeches
and one in particular permitted himself to question the fona
Jides of the President and used insulting language to him,
So much confusion ensued that the President felt that there
was no course open to him but to dissolve the Parishad.

The Parishad has been re-formed this evening so as to
consist of Pandits who are prepared to accept the regulations
originally announced and the question of sea ‘voyage is now
beiog discussed by it. Permission has been obtained by
telegraph from the Mysore Government for the Pandits
deputed by it to stay two or three days longer at Conjeeveram
if necessary.

M. RANGACHARYA Prasident

S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI Vice-President

R. SWAMINATHA AIYAR - Secretary
7—4—12
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Dr. SIR S. SUBRAMANIA AIYAR'S,
Concluding Address on the I0th April I1912.

It now becomes my duty to address you a few parting
words, your labours having come to a close. The Committee
tenders to you all their most sincere thaoks for the great
trouble you have taken during this conference. They wish
further to express their deep obligation to the President and
the Vice-President, by whose resolute and prompt action
the failure of our first attempt to bring together our learned
men from different parts of the country has been fortunately
averted. Now, apart from any specific advantage likely to
accrue from the discussion of particular topics at the con-
ference, the holding thereof carries with it, as all must
admit, the obvious one of bringing together Pandits
from various centres of learning even from such distances
as Bhavanagar, Jamnagar and Vizianagar. You have
come here not for the purpose of displaying your scholar-
ship, as would have been the case were you attending Dasara
festivities in the palaces of Maharajas, Rajas and Chiefs.
Your object has been to arrive at definite conclusions
with reference to certain practical social matters affecting
our community and the promotion of Sanskrit studies.
Exchange of views in such circumstances cannot but lead,
to a better understanding of each other, friendly relations
between all and toleration ; and make you take a sympathetic
interest in those arround you who guide themselves
by jyour opinion and examplés. I trust that the res-
ponsibility, thus resting on you with reference to your less
informed fellowmen, will be fully realised and that your
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leatning will be made to contribute to their benefit. One
thing which ought to be done in that direction by you would
be to make our ceremonial practices more real and simpler.
As things stand the performance ofthe Samskaras, on the
importance of which I dwelt in the course of my remarks
at the opening of the conference, is more attended with evil
than good. lgnorance of their real significance deprives their
observance of the benefit which would accrue were it
with knowledge. In the case of those who perform the
rites without any belief in their efficacy, the performance
must act injuricusly on their moral nature. You, who
understand the shastras, should contribute your quoia
to remedying such a state of things. In very early times of
Aryan civilization the head of each household seems to
have been, the priest as well and did not require the
assistance of an outsider for carrying on the domestic
rituals. The rise of aAclas.s who made it their special
vocation to officiate at ceremonies was probably due to
Sanskrit ceasing to be a speech in ordinary use in the house-
hold. The multiplication of public sacrifices, with highly
intricate and elaborate rituals, must have contributed even
more to the growth of the body of expert officiating priests
I make bold to say that we should endeavour to revert, to
the practice of the early age, with reference to the domestic
ceremonies and render it possible for the head of the family
as far as can be, to be independent of external aid in the
matter. For this end, a council of learned men, should prepare
a Samskara manual, which should exclude later accretions
and contain only the essential mantras with explanations in
the'vernacular of the process of each ritual and the real
meaning of the Samskaras. With a reference book of this
kind in hand, he who is employed by others to officiate will
be able to discharge his duty better than is now the case.

I trust we shall meet again and when we do, you will

be able to dovote your time to questions of greater moment,
» :
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than you have had to deal with in the present conference.
Such for instance, as points arising out of our philosophy and
spiritual science which have exercised so profound an influence
on western minds, Take for example these few questions,
which I venture to suggest and which cannot but excite,
the keenest interest in the minds of genuine students
of our sacred writings. Why is the phrase so carefully
introduced in the Gita verse beginning with the words
Rajavidya or kingly science ? (ch 9. Verce 2) Is it not
because that that science does not consist of the mere
understanding of verbal propositions, but involves, the actual
experience of spiritual conditions brought down to one’s
physical consciousness, in plainer terms, the brain conscious.
ness? Why is that science spoken of in ihe same verse as
Raja Guhyam or kingly secret. ? Itis not because it can be
learnt only from those Thatva Darsis, seers of truth, referred
to in the same smriti ? (ch 4 verse 34) Are these scers of
truth no longer to be met within our globe as some are
disposed to assert. Do they not constitute part of that
hierarchy or order of spiritual guides established in primeval
days for the good of the world and never allowed to become
extinct and acting-under the control of Him who is the dispel-
ler of darkness mentioned in the Chandogya Upanishad pas-
sage beginning with Ahura shuddhow and ending with Zams-
kanda Ityachalshaie and most correctly spoken of in modern
days as the one Initiator. Are these great teachers therefore
not ever ready, nay bound to,import their secret to all with-
out distinction, who are ready and fit to receive the same ?
Does not that fitness consist of purity of mind and body, of
thought speech and act indicated in the wpanishad passage
just referred tc? And lastly is not one further qualification in-
dispensable namely, forgetfulness of advantages to one’s
personal self, and service to others, to fellowmen and to the
world as pointed out by the word Sevaya in the 34th

9
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verse cited above, I am sure, you will not think, 1 have done
ill in propounding such qu:stions, for surely any light you
can by your research and knowledge throw wupon them
will contribute much to that higher study so worthy of
pursuit by all of us.

1 will not detain you longer but bid you farewell,
wishing you a pleasant and safe journey to your homes back.

1v

Communication sent to the Press,
by Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri on the 17th April 1912.

Some imperfect and misleading accounts have appeared
in the papers regarding the proceedings of the Pandits’
conference at Conjeevaram and the results attained by it.
I ask the courtesy of some space in your valued paper so
that | may state what I believe to be an accurate version
of the facts and a just estimate of the results of the
conference.

About a fortnight before Easter, the Working Committee
decided upon the arrangements under which the Parishad
was to be constituted and conducted. These arrangements
with one exception were published and communicated to
the Pandits and others invited to attend the conference.
Chicf among these arrangements were: (1) Rao DBahadur
Prof. M. Rangacharya M. A,, and S. Kuppuswamy Sastri
M. A., were to be President and Vice-President respectively
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(2) Thirty-six representatives to be chosen by the Working
Committee were to constitute the Parishad proper, 7. ¢. were
to have the power to give votes on the questions submitted
to them. Other Pandits and laulkilas could, however, express
their views to the conference with the leave of the President.
(3) The subjects mentioned in the invitation paper were to
be discussed in this wise—One Pandit to open the question
on one side, say, the affirmative, in a speech of not more than
thirty minutes; another Pandit to follow on the negative
side in a speech of the same duration ; other Pandits desiring
to speak on either side to have five minutes each which
might, however, be extended at the President’s discretion.
(4) The President was to have power to declare the discus-
sion of any subject closed when he thought it had been
sufficiently discussed. (5) The President was likewise to
have power to dissolve the Parishad if in his opinion, there
was clear necessity to do so.

Some few days before the opening of the conference,
several of the Pandits that had responded to the invitations
assembled -at Conjeevaram and  discussed the question
of the marriageable age of Brahman girls at informal
sittings. The Vice-President and one of the Secretaries,
namely Mr. R. Swaminatha Iyer, took part in this prelimi-
nary work. The ceremonies and mantras used on the occa-
sion of a Brahman wedding and the ordinances of various
Grihya writers on this subject had been printed and copies
thereof placed in the hands of the Pandits. This was a
wise precaution; for in general amongst Pandits, even of
great eminence, it is only a few that make a special study of
the Dharma Sastra, and without a full and accurate know-
ledge of the Dharma Sastra it is not possible to determine
what the teaching of the Sastra is on any sacial que:tion.

Arising freom these preliminary discussions, a small
alteration was decided upon at a meeting of the Working
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Committee in the wording of the marriageable age question.
This change brought into relief the alternative of past-puberty
marriage which in the original form of the question had been
obscured.

On the afternoon of the 5th of April, after the conference
had been formally opened, the Working Committee met in
fairly full strength at the residence of Vidwan P. B. Anan.
thachariar. At this meeting the above alteration was con-
firmed and the selection of Pandits to constitute the Parishad
proper was made. The town of Conjeevaram -was to be
represented by nine Pandits who were named with the full
concurrence of the Conjeevaram members present.

The Parishad met late in the evening that day to hear
the opening speeches of the President and of Vidwan Anac-
thachariar, and announcements were then made of the proce-
dure and rules of the conference and of the names of the
Pandits selected to form the Parishad. A business meeting
of th 'se Pandits and of the Working Committee was likewise
called for next morning.

During the night several Pandits not satisfied with the
announcements, met at Vidwan Anantachariar’s residence
and talked till a late hour about what should be done.
The air was full of rumours and many persons feared that
the discontent was so great as to render unlikely the assem-
bling of the Parishad next day.

The business meeting did not come off next morning till
long after the appoiated hour owing to numerous ahsences.
When it did begi», instead of any business being taken in
hand it was necessury to listen to a statement of the causes
of discontent. Vidwvan Srisaila Thathachar was the principal
exponent of the Pandits grievances. Omitting trivial ones,
they were (1) that the wording of the marriageable age ques-

7
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tion should be restored to its original shape; (2) that the
procedure prescribed for discussion should be abandoned in
favour of the traditional method of conducting disputations or
Vakyartha with Madhyasthas or umpires; \3) that every
Pandit that had been invited by letter should ipso facto
become a member of the Parishad and be competent to vote.
The first demand was soon lost sight of, With regard to the
second grievance, the President, Mr. Rangachariar. who
felt that his competence to preside over a meeting of Pandits
was in reality being questioned by some of them, annoucned
his intention to carry out an instruction of the Working
Committee, namely, to call to his assistance three Pandits
representing the three orthodox schools of wvedania who
should guide him on all technical matters arising in the
discussion. He likewise made it absolutely clear that he
would not countenance the method of Valkyurtha as it would
cause inordinate delay, stimulate no general interest in the
proceedings and not help in the least the discovery of the true
teaching of the Sastra on any of the points of dispute. As to
the third grievance, it became evident after some heated talk
that the Parishad would be wrecked if the demand was not
complied with. The suggestion was therefore made and
adopted without any dissent that a committee consisting of
the President, Vidwan Srisaila Thathachariar and Vidwan
Ananthachariar should decide on the names of the Pandits who
were to ccnstitute the Parishad.

The Parishad duly met in the afternoon, Pandits being
given red tickets and admitted to the inner enclosure to the
number of about seventy. The subject of the improvement of
Sanskrit was taken up first and discussed under the rules
already announced, and two resolutions were unanimously
adopted. A short recess followed at this stage. When the
sitting was resumed Vidwan Ananthachariar announced that
the next subject, namely, sea-voyage would be discussed
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according to the vakwartha plan, the Pandits ranged on either
side of the question choosing one representative who was to
conduct the disputation on their behalf and through whom
alone they could voice their particular views. Three Pandits,
belonging to the three different Vedanta Schools, were named
by the President to assist him and he described them as his
sahayalkas or assistants with the deliberate purpose of protest-
ing against the idea to which expression had been given by one
or two persons that they were to be madhyasthas or umpires
between the disputants. The Vakyartia was opened in favour
of sea-voyage by a Mysore Pandit named Venkatachala
Sastri, his opponent being Kapisthalam Desikachariar from
Tirupati. The debate was conducted in the highly technical
jargon (the word is not used in an offensive sense) of Sans-
krit logicians, It was audible to but a few people around the
President and could have been followed by only a few even
among these. No other Pandits could take part in it, and
after the debate had lasted a long time, it seemed no nearer
to a natural conclusion than at the beginning.

After the Parishad had been adjourned to the next day
some of the organizers were filled with uneasiness about
the progress likely to be made during the remaining days
of Easter, and several Pandits also complained that the
Vakyartha methods condemned to silence many who had
made a special study of the subjects and even prepared
papers on them. An informal talk ensued at which the
President complained that the enrolment of Pandits had
been made without his knowledge and thz change of pro-
cedure in favour of the disputation method adopted without
his consent. He had forborne to protest then and there
against his practical exclusion from the management, partly
to avoid an unpleasant scene and partly to allow an experi-
ment in the traditional method to prove its own futility.
He said he would not interfere with the constitution of the
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Parishad, but was determined to adopt next morning the
procedure that had been originaly announced. Accordingly
at the resumption of proceedings next day, he anncunced
the abandonment of the Vakyartha plan and requested tue
Parishad to return to the method that had been followed
in dealing with the question of theimprovement of Sanskrit.
A clamour was heard at once and two or three Pandits
gave vent to their dissatisfaction at the change of plan. The
President explained his reasons. But a complication was
added in the shape of a misunderstanding as to the exact
position of the three Pandits whom the President insisted
on describing as his assistants or sakayalkas, while others with
equal insistence described them as Madhyasthas or umpires,
While this matter was being debated, disorder and confusion
prevailed in the Parishad. A certain section, of which the
numerical strength could not then be ascertuined, were
obviously determined not to submit to the President’s ruling,
and some who sat near him apprehended that the Parishad
was in danger of being broken up. At this stage a Pandit
of Mysore, in a voice which was heard above all the confused
noises accused the President, of a breach of faith and of a
desire in the interests of reform to coerce the Paadits into
methods obnoxious to them, but affording the only possible
chance to the success of his pre-determined views. He said
more, which it is not necessary to relate here; but his speech
was vaciferously applauded by a part of the audience. Matters
had practically gone out of the President’s control for some
minutes, and after a brief consultation with those who sat
near he declared the conference dissolved. Immediately
thereafter Mr. Kuppuswami Sastri invited such of the
Pandits as were willing to a fresh Parishad which would
meet under the Presidency of Prof. Rangacharya and be
conducted under the rules tuit had originally been fixed
for the conduct of the Parishad that had been dissolved.
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The reconstituted Parishad met first at Arni House ;
and after some business announcements had been made,
adjourned to the Mandep in the temple of Varadaraja which
had been the place of meeting during the last two days. The
subsequent proceedings ran a smooth course. Different
shades of opinion found vigorous exponents, and the discus-
sion was a rich recompense to those who listened in patience,
as Pandits from Bhusawal, Jamnagar, Mysore, Orissa,
Vijianagaram, Mylapore and Tiruvadi put forth their views
in turn in Sanskrit, Tamil or Telugu with peculiarities of
intonation and manner, and with varying degrees of ability.
As the discussion on each subject approached the end the
President and the Vice-President framed two or three ques-
tions to which the Pandits had to write down brief answers,
mostly ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ over their signatures. These answer-papers
have still to be examined, and the idea is to publish them as
far as possible in the original so that the public may attach
to each opinion the value that the reputation of its auther
deserves.

Of the eighty-one Pandits whose names had been register-
ed at the opening of the Parishad on the 5th April, as many as
sixty-one remained as members of the reconstituted Parishad.
The two Maha Mahopadhyayas that had come to Conjeevaram
were enthusiastic in their adhesion, and the two prominent
Pandits of Conjeveram who were also members of the
Working Committee, Vidwan Ananthachariar and Vidwan Sri
Saila Thathachariar, took part in the proceedings throughout.
While it is a matter of deep regret that twenty Pandits, some
of these being scholars of eminence, stayed away after the
dissolution, it would be untrue to say that by their defection
the Parishad underwent a serious loss in influence, dignity or
efficiency. Some of the speeches rose to eloquence, a
few showed a grasp of modern conditions and a keen desire
for a relaxation of social restrictions not ordinarily associated
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with the old-world Pandit. Previous experiments in the direc-
tion of ascertaining the real Sastraic opinion on vexed social
problems through regular Pandits’ meetings had met with in-
different success, and the organizers of the present movement
were never quite sanguine that they could obtain from Pan-
dits clear and unequivocal verdicts on social questions, of a
character likely to favour progress. Some amongst them
would have been pleased if on this first occasion of the
gathering of Pandits at Conjeevaram they could be taught
to meet in orderly and decorous fashion and discuss problems
likely to provoke strong feelings with mutual respect, tolera-
tion and goodwill. From this point of view—and no other
is admissible in a case of this sort—the Conjeeveram Pari-
shad, notwithstanding one unfortunate episode, has been a
distinct success, and its organizers are so well pleased
with its results that they are preparing in a syirit of hope to
summon another next year.

V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI
17—4—1I2.

Vv

Communication sent on the 10th July 1912 to the
Hindu news paper by Sanyasin Satchidanandendra
. Sarasvati.

The letter of Pandit P. B. Apanthachariar published
in your issue of the 2Ist ultimo regarding the Conjeevaram
Parishad contains a large number of misleading and in-
accurate statements which require to be categorically
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denied or corrected. [ am a Sanyasin attached to the
Upanishad-Brakman Math, Conjeevaram, and presided at
the public meeting held in that town on the 20th January
last, in support of a Parishad. [ was a member of the
Conjeevaram  Working Committee and was present at the
Pzrishad both during the preliminary meetings and at the
formal session. | superintended the feeding of the Smarta
Brahmans at Conjeevaram and have also otherwise taken
some active part in the work of the Parishad in and out of
Conjeevaram. Most of what is written below is from my
personal knowledge. I should have sent this communication
earlier, but for the fact that I was travelling in the Ceded
Districts and returned only yesterday.

3. Who originated the idea of the Parishad. Mr. R. Swami-
natha Aiyar, the Secretary, has amply acknowledged that
the idea originated with some Acharyas of Conjeevaram,
Mr. Ananthachari seems to imply that the entire aredit
is due wholly to himself. Perhaps, so, but he cannot well
deny some share of it to Vidwans M. Kumaratatachariar
and Tirumalai Tatachari, his two lieutenants in the conduct
of the “Manjubashani’” newspap:r, who were associated with
him in this matter throughout.

How did the Madras and the Conjeevaram men come together.
Mr, Ananthachari implies that it was net the Conjeevaram
Acharyas and Pandits that solicited the co-operation of the
Madras laulika gentlemen, but that the latter thrust them-
selves into the affair. . The following is a recapitulation of
facts as they transpired. In the early part of January last,
Mr. M. Kumaratatachariar waited upon Diwan Bahadur
K. Krishnaswami Rao c. 1, E, at Triplicane with a copy of
a notice dated 5th January issued by Mr. Anantachariar
calling a public meeting at Conjeevaram to make arrange-
ments for a Parishad, and enquired whether the leading
gentlemen of Madras would be willing to co-operate in the
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matter. Some discussion on the subject followed and on
receiving an assurance that the Conjeevaram people had not
any foregone conclusion to support, but that all the questions
entered in the notice would be fairly and fully discussed at
the Parishad, Mr, Krishnaswamy Rao gave Vidwan Kuma-
ratatachariar a note of introduction to Dr. Sir S. Subra-
mania Aiyar, K. C L. E.,, who drafted a letter to be circulated
among friends proposing a priliminary meeting at his house ;
and the names of the friends to whom the letter was to be
circulated was written on the envelope by Mr. Krishna-
swami Rao. Sometime before the meeting at Beach House,
Mr. Kumaratatachariar asked Dr. Sir S. Subramania
Aiyar whether the Conjeevaram Acharyas could also
attend this meeting and received an answer in the affirm-
ative. The joint proceedings at Beach House on the 13th
January of the Madras gentlemen and tke Conjeevaram
Acha;-a/as was the result of the above negotiations, In these
circumstances I leave it to the public to judge wether it was
the Conjeevaram people that solicited the co-operation of
the Madras gentlemen or the reverse.

4. Who convened this Conference? Mr. Ananthachari says:
¢« Circumstances, however, did not permit me to take effective
steps (to convene the Conference) earlier, and it was only
this year that I was able to push the matter to any successful
issue.” Let us see how far he is entitled to take credit for
convening the Conference,

(a) A Public Meeting was held at Conjeevaram on the
20th January which endorsed the proposols in the notice of
the 5th January and the proceedings of the meeting at Beach
House. A prospectus was issued jointly by the Madras and
Conjeevaram people on 2ad February, 1912 inviting subcrip-
tions. Almost the whole of the subscriptions, (nearly Rs.
2,700) collected to meet the expenses of the Parishad was con-
tributed by the Madras people, and not a single pie was contri-
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buted by any citizen of Little Conjeevaram. The Conjeevaram
Committee members were dependent, abjectly dependent, on
the Madras Secretary for current expenses, and it was only
after the rupture on the second day of the Conference
when Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar refused to pay any further
sums without proper vouchers that the Conjeevaram members
thought of their own resources. The money, if any, thus
paid by the Conjeevaram Acharyas out of their own pockets
must have been trifling.

(b) Sometime after the public Meeting at Conjeevaram
Mr. Ananthachari went on a tour of visitation among his
Sishyas in the Bombay Presidency and other places, and
did not return to Conjeevaram till about 10 or 12 days before
the Parishad. His conduct after return was such as to
giv2 rise to a rumour in Conjeevaram that he will not join
the movement. In any case itis certain that almost the
entire active work in connection with the Conference was
done during his absence and, as will be seen below, under
instructions of the Madras Committee.

(c) Soon after the issue of the joint prospectus in the early
part of February, certain private communications from
Conjeevaram caused the Madras Committee to doubt
whether they were not playing into the bands of re-action-
aries in thus co-operating with the Conjeevaram Acharyas,
and they suspended further collection of subscriptions
pending the result of local enquiries, and it looked at one
time as if the Madras men would secede from the move-
ment. Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar went to Conjeevaram to
make these enquiries and it was only after a report from
him that work was resumed. The net result of the enquiries
was, however, to put the Madras Committee on their guard,
and the following precautions were taken :—

1. The Madras subscriptions were declared payable to
the Madras Secretary only,
8
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2. Steps were taken to ensure the presence of a large
number-of Pandits from outside Conjeevaram, and

3. A rule was framed empowering the President of the
Parishad to dissolve it suo motu without assigning any reason.

From this time forward the Madras Committee had entire
control of the arrangements for the Parishad. The cumbzr
of Pandits to be invited, the form of invitations &c., &c., were
all decided at Madras, and the entire correspondence was
carried on by the Madras Secretary, The only work done at
Conjeevaram was the construction of the Parishad pandal
and the issue of Sanskrit invitations to the selected Pandits ;
even this work was more than once at a standstill pending
teceipt of remittances from Madras for the purchase of postage
stamps and covers. The Madras Secretary went to Conjee-
varam a week before the Parishad to look after the arrange-

ments.

In the above circumstances I doubt whether Mr. Anan-
thachari can claim any portion of the credit for assemblino
the Parishad. Little Conjeevaram contains a number of rich
people, Mr. Anantachari being one of them, who could every
one of them have easily paid the entire expenses of the Pari-
shad. But none of them chose to subscribe. Even if the
money was forth-coming I doubt if Mr. Anantachari could
have convened a large conference without extraneous help.
He tried his hand at convening a meeting on the 8th April
during the Parishad recess hours when the pandal was unoc-
cupied, but was simply brushed aside by the Mysore irrecon-
cilables and the meeting ended in confusion. He again
attempted to convene a small conference at his house in
the frst week of June during the Garudotsavam and notified
his intention to do so in the publié prints ; but it is understood
that here also he met with poor success. Notwithstanding
these two failures he chooses to think that the employers
of Pandits were willing to send them to Conjeevaram not
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because the movement had the support of Dr. Sir S. Subra-
mania Aiyar, Sir V.C. Desikachariyar, Messrs, P.S.
Sivaswami Aiyar, P. R. Sundra Aiyar, L. A. Govindara-
ghava Aiyar, T. V, Seshagiri Aiyar &c. &c., but because it
originated with Mr. Anantachari.

5. Mr. Anantachari complains that Messsrs. Ranga-
chari and Swaminatha Aiyar were never properly appointed
President and Secretary at any public meeting at Conjeeva-
ram, and is of opinion that the informal proceedings of the
friends of Dr Sir S. Subramania Aiyar assembled at Beach
House making such appointments are simply ulira vires. 1 do
not see why a public meeting at Conjeevaram was required to
give validity to the appointment of these two gentlemen. In
any case the Pandits invited, and the subscribers have no
reason to complain as these two names appear as those
of the President and Secretary in the joint prospectus issued
on the 2nd February. Further I do not see why the Con-
jeevaram public, as distinguished from the general public,
who did not subscribe anything to the Parishad funds
should have any voice in deciding the issues to be placed
before the Parishad or the persons to be placed in charge
of the arrangements and proceedings.

6. Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar is technically wrong
in saying that the original programme of the Conjeevaram
people did not include the marriageable age of girls; for the
notice of the 5th January refers to the marrigeable age of
boys and girls as one of the subjects deserving discussion.
But as now explained by Mr. Anantachari this reference
merely meant that the question was to be shelved by merely
raising girls’ marriageable age to twelve or thirteen so as
still to be well within the pubertal period. What Mr. Swami-
natha Aiyar refers to is apparently the ¢ post-pubertal
marriage of girls’” and this the Conjeevaram people appear
to have ultimately included in the programme as the price
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to be paid to secure the co-operation of the Madras Laukzlkas.
This is clear from the Sanskrit subject-list forwarded to the
Pandits as an enclosure to the letters of invitation, in which
the following questions occur:—“What eXpiation is pre-
scribed for a father whose girl attains puberty while he is
in search of a suitable husband for her ? Is such a girl to be
married according to the rule of Kanyadana or of Svayamvara?
Can a Brahman girl be married according to Svayamvara
rule?”’ These questions did not give prominence to the views of
an orthodox school of Pandits small in numbers at present,
who maintain that according to the Sastras girls should be
married after puberty. In order to give prominence to this
School Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar, at the suggestion of
some Madras Committee members, proposed the follow-
ing questions for discussion during the preliminary sit-
tings; ¢ Is the bedding of the bridegroom aand the bride,
prescribed in the Grihya Sutras, on the fourth night of a
Brahman wedding an integral part of the marriage cermcay?
Do the Sastras prescribe post puberty marriages for girls or
at least allow such marriages as an inferior alternative?” It
was the discussion of these questions that Mr. Anantachariar
opposed taking on himself to speak on behalf of the Pandits ;
but as appeared subsequently the Pandits had no objection to
discuss them. The issue was thus not between Mr. Swami-
natha Aiyar and the Conference, Nor was it one between Mr.
Swaminatha Aiyar and the Conjeevaram Committee, for the
former had the support of all the Madras members present
It was, as stated by Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar, an issue between
the Madras Committee and the Conjeevaram Ackaryas, and
the object of the latter was, it was feared by several of
Madras members, to crowd out the question by prolonging a
wordy warfare on other questions in the subject-list.

7. The statement that the Secretary refused to pay batta
to some of the invited Pandits isa gross perversion of an
incident for which Mr. Anantachariyar himself was respon-
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sible. s1he Secretary obtained 25 bags of rice from Madras
for feeding the Pandits and other visitors, but as it turned
out, it was found unnecessary to have obtained so much
rice. For the Conjeevaram Branch Math of Jagadguru Sri
Sankarachari Swamigal of Kumbakon m undertook the feed-
ing of all the Smarta Brahmans that attended the Parishad.
All the Pandits that came from Mysore had been paid batta
and travelling allownce either by the Mysore Government
or by Sirdar Kanta-Raj Urs, Esq., and the Perishad Commi-
ttee had merely to provide accommodation for the Mysore
Pandits. The oniy Pandits that had to be fed out of the
Parishad funds were about half a dozen Sri Vaishnavas who
did not belong to Conjeevaram, Provisions were, however;
being issued not only to these but also to some of the Mysore
Pandits in contravention of the instructions of the Secretary.
On the 2nd or the 3rd day of the Conference I brought to
the notice of Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar that there were only
19} bags of rice in the store-room ; as such a large quantity
as 5} bags could not have been expended if the issue of
provisions had been restricted to people entitiled to it
the Secretary called for an account and for the keys of the
store-room. Mr. Anantachari refused to furnish either and
the Secretary ordered a second lock to be put on the store-
room. It was I that put this lock ; the lock was, however,
removed after a few hours mainly with tbe object of avoiding
an ¢mpasse. The store-room was under double lock from 2
P. M. to 9 p. M. ¢, e. for seven hours.

8. 1 Will now enumerate the mis-statements in Mr.

Annantachary’s letter :—

(I) Dr. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar never said that the
ancient Acharams of the Hindus were Dushtacharms. What
he characterised as Dushtacharam was the present practice of
marrying boys immediately after Upanayanan: to girls of five
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and three in contravention of the Sastras which require that

a Brahmachari should spend a considerable number of years
in study.

(2) Mr, M. Rangacharyar rever called the three men
selected by him during Vakyartha, Madhyasthas but insisted on
calling them his Assistants.

(3) Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar never refused to pay
batta to any of the invited Pandits.

(4) The credit of having convened the Parishad cannot
be claimed by Mr. P. B. Anantachary; on the other hand he
nearly wrecked the Parishad.

(5) Though Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar is techinically
inaccurate in stating that the original Conjeevaram pro-
gramme did not include the marriageable age of girls,
he was perfectly right in saying that the Conjeevaram
Pandits had to include the question of post-puberty marriage
in their programme in order to secure the co-operation of
of the Madras people and that the Vakyartha system pro-
posed by them would have crowded out this question.

(6) Mr, Ananthachariar asks why the Acharyapurushas
of Conjeevaram forced the dissolution of the Conference
if as is represented it was their interest to have a favourable
opinion obtained on the sea-voyage and the converts ques-
tions. The reply is obvious. The Acharyas thought that
there were only two alternatives before the Madras members,
either dissolution and going home or yieldirg to the demand
of the Acharyas. They knew that the former alternative
which would expose the Madras gentry to the laughter and
ridicule of all enemies of Hinduism would never be adopted
and drove the President and the Secretary to a corner, not
knowing that a third alternative had been provided. When
dissolution was threatened some of them thought that it
would only be an adjournment.
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(7) Mr. Ananthachari seems to have been under the
impression that the Conference would elect its own President
and decide the method of conducting discussions. These
questions had been decided previously as is clear from the
prospectus and the proceedings of the Committee. Mr.
Ananthachari is thus entirely out of touch with the arrange-
ments made.

(8) The co-operation of the Madras people was obviously
sought for from financial considerations, the intention being
to play the proverbial game of Zyarev and = (8 the Madras men
supplying the former. The question of seavoyage is solving
itself slowly and is of minor importance compared to the
question of * the marriageable age of Brahman girls”, and it
was this latter question that the Madras people were parti-
cularly anxious to have fully discussed. Mr. R.Swaminatha
Aiyar, exhibited great firmness, which Mr. Anantachari and
his friends naturally call obstinacy, in insisting upon and secur-
ing a full discussion of this question. This was impossible so
long as the Conjeevaram Acharyas were able to obstruct work
in their capacity as members of the Working Committee. They
overreached themselves by forcing the President to dissolve
the Parishad forgetful of the circumstance that they will
not have any power of interference in any new Parishad that
the Madras members may convene. They are of course
naturally very angry with Mr, Swaminatha Aiyar and this
anger finds its natural vent in personalities asd misrepresenta-
tion. But the public must remember that it_was on account of
the precautions taken by Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar and the
firmness exhibited by him that some real work was done at
the Conjeevaram Parishad.

SACHITHANANDENDRA SARASVATIL
MADRAS, July I0.
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