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—fraught indeed with facts—but with judgment 
more or less imperfectly developed. The sooner the 
defect is supplied after leaving college, the better 
will it be in the interests ef the individual, of the 
community, and of the Government. 

The power of judgment will be of great use in its 
bearing on the affairs of Government. Every Goy- 
ernment like the one which rules India—requires 
to be looked after in behalf of the governed. A 
constant and vigilant watch has to be maintained 
over its motives, its objects, and its actions, 1 
say this though it is my strong conviction that the 
British Government is the very best that India can 
have. Human nature is so constituted that the most 
exalted political virtues have an inherent tendency 
to deteriorate unless public opinion acts as a constant 
corrective. ‘The most admirable feature of the British 
Government is, that it fully recognizes this tendency 
to deterioration, and deliberately provides a check 

_by granting the utmost possible useful freedom to 
the press. 

I repeat, then, that a constant and vigilant wateh 
has to be maintained over the motives, the objects, 
and the action of the Government. But, this is a 
high order of work acquiring special qualifications 
for its performance, and the qualification most essen- 
tial is the possession of a sound judgment. When 
such judgment is wanting in, for instance, the Kditor 
of a newspaper, his criticisms can carry little or 
no weight. Sensible people soon find out that the 
Editor has made up his mind to oppose Government 
indiscriminately—at all times and at every point ; 
—that he regards it as his fixed function to abuse 
Government and all its measures ; and that, there- 
fore, he is not’a safe guide to follow. His lucubra- 
tions are read with contemptuous indifference, if read 
at all. 
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of penknives were placed before me by a hawker to 
choose from. Hvery one of these bore a proverb on 
its handle. I happened to take up one and imme- 
diately encountered a proverb which I can never 
forget. The proverb was—‘‘ A wise man some times 
changes his opinions ; a fool never !”’ 

Again, some young men are rather too fond of 
sayinge—‘‘ I hate compromises—I will never accept 
a compromise—I am an uncompromising man.” Of 
course, principles of justice and virtue should not be 
sacrificed in compromises. But the great majority 
of compromises required in life are of a harmless 
character. With respect to these, when a man says 
“6 ] will never make a compromise,” he says in fact, 
“T am an obstinate man. I will make no conces- 
sions to others. Linsist.on having everything I want.” 
Surely this cannot be right. 

In practical life, individuals, high and low, and 
Governments, great and small,*have often to fore- 
go something of what they want, in order to secure 
the rest. -lt is continually necessary to give and 
take. Where there is a serious difference of opinion, 
matters must not be brought to a standstill. Hach 
side has to make some concessions to the other and 
thus bring about an agreement and smooth over 
difficulties. Even—in the family circle, one cannot 
long afford to be uncompromising without creating 
for himself an exquisite bed of thorns! The principle 
has wider application inthe socialand political spheres. 
I may venture to say that no strong social or political 
organization for any useful purpose would be possible, 
unless a spirit of compromise climinates minor 

| differences—differences all the more numerous be- 
cause of the heterogeneous elements which com- 
pose the population of India. 

Another weakness in young people, which I would 
strongly deprecate, is too great a readiness to impugn
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