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PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION AND SAIVA SIDDHANTA

Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

Chambers’s Twentieth Century Dictionary lists out the meanings of the word ‘Philosophy”

as follows:s

“(Orig.) Pursuit of wisdom and knowledge: the science of being as being; the knnowledge of the
causes and laws of all things: the principles underlying any department of knowledge reasoning: a

Rishabandhakar

particular philsophical system: calmness of temper.”

From the meanings given above, it is clear that
philosphy is not at all associated with religion in the West
In the East in general and India in particular, the nexus
between philosophy and religion is inescapable.
Philosophical thinking in the Indian context demands a
different type of understanding. The Indian point of view
should first be understood before one begins to deal with
any type or branch of Indian philosophy. The one and only
book which has the above view as its basis is
Prof.K.Sivaraman’s work titled: ‘Saivism in Philosophical
Perspective’ (Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1973).

This work opens with an announcement which
sounds more like an admonition than like a dictum simpliciter.
“The ‘philosophy’ in the Philosophy of Saiva Siddhanta
requires an understanding of the nature of the general ethos
of philosophical thinking in the Indian setting. The original
source out of which systematic thinking developed in India

is an attitude to life describable as ‘religious’ in the broadest sense of the term.” Though the author
describes it ‘asreligious’ in the broadest sense of the term.” the point that is stressed is that it is
‘religious’ palpably religious. This idea is made clear by him when he says: “Philosophical reflection
(in India) was confronted from the very outset with a world of: ‘meaning which is religious.”

What indeed is ‘religion’ in the Indian context ? Unless we come by the right perspective,
all our efforts will bear no fruit at all. Prof. Sivaraman’s approach supplies the key. He says: “By
religion we refer to an element in the structure of consciouisness itself, not an item or enterprise of

——— e
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culture which arrives at some stage in its history under certain favourable conditions. Religion stands
for the basic dispositional attitude, containing an understanding of life and the world in terms of their
dimension of depth, which may be described as holy or sacred. As a basic structural characteristic
ofhuman existence itself, religion is indifferent to culture and epoch though exercising a profound
impact on them.”

So much has to be said about the word ‘religion’ in the Indian context, because the very
great religon of India, namely Hinduism is more misunderstood than understood. Hinduism is nota
religion in the strict sense of the word, but a galaxy of religions. It comprises a bewildering variety of
faiths, each disagreeing with the other, and yetbearing the common label ‘Hinduism’. Even
Saivism is not a single system but a commonwealth of different systems- a federation of faiths.
Many and various are the philosohical doctriness differing from each other on fundamental issues.
“It embraces” says Dr. Sivaraman “every shade of philosophic thought from monism to pluralism,
from idealism to realism that are maintained by its different schools and sub-schools.”

Philosophical reflection is to be understood as a function of religion. The meaning of religious
life is to be grasped in terms of structure rather than history and culture. The rise or beginning of
philosophy is other than the simple chronological rise and development of a belief or theory. “All
reductive explanations in terms of circumstances of time, place and individual influences appear
quite inept in the case of Indian philosophical thinking.” In the generality of Indian philosophy a
concept of philosophy is implied. This requires to be understood and appreciated in contradistinction
to science and even culture, civilization and the life of the people, race or nation. This does not mean
that science, culture, etc., do not affect philosophy. They do. In abstracting philosophy from the
general culture of a nation and especially from the matrix of pre -philosophy from which it has
emerged, one may truly run the risk of obscuring the significance of its problems and ideals.

The bard who composed Comus was all admiration for philosophy, Thus he sang:

“How charming is divine philosophy!

Not harsh, and crabbed as dull fools suppose,
Butmusical as is Appollo’s lute,

And a perpetual feast of nectared sweets,
Where no crude surfeit reigns.”

Soitis that Dr. Sivaraman says that a philosophical doctrine has a timeless quality about
it, a fundamental unalterableness of its quest. This quest coincides with the unaltering core of human
nature itself. Yet time and what it brings into being are important factors. Philosophical systems are,
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truly speaking, only systems of interpretations. The claim of the interpreter is pre-eminentaly a product
of time and history. Rival philosophical systems of Indian religious thought are only seemingly static.
They exist side by side, as it were, beginninglessly. They are equally structures in time. They influence
each other in their diffenent stages of development. Yet they retain a perceivable self-identity.
Modifcations or changes in the doctrinal growth of a philosophical system cannot be ignored. Historical
sequence is also important. Saiva Siddhanta is a philosophical or rather a theo-philosophical system.
The ancient Gnostics were Siddhantins ofa sort.

One should be more concerned with Saiva Siddhantam as a living and ever-vivifying system
than with its antiquity. No doubt, it is an ancient system. The words of St.Umapati who follows
Kalidasa in his sacred steps, are fraught with significance.

“QameirenLowair QLo QLoenau) BETHTHT @)eHmI
Gamamwnr QevaQioevaiws Saram -~ (Paucngsmsib-12)
(Ancientness confers not merit on works;

Nor is flaw attached to works newly writ.)

Saiva Siddhantam is a living religion. Its temples are not show-pieces of museum. They
flourish the world over.The practicing of Saivism may not appear to be pronounced. But itis lived.
The issues raised by it are live ones of great consequence for the thought and life of its practitioners.
It is therefore as much contemporary in its relevance as it is ancient and traditional. An enquiry into
the begining of Saiva Siddhanta should not be an archaeological search for the origin or cultofa
belief. It should rather be an enquiry into that primordial situation out of which philosophy in its
characteristic form as a view and a way of life as delineated by Saiva Siddhanta, has arisen.

The Philosophical question in the Indian context implies paradoxically, the conviction of
possessing an adequate notion of the object of the quest; of thought having already reached its goal.
In this sense, it is akin to poetry, which according to Prof. K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar, communicates
even before itis read.

Indian Philosophy is not a free adventure without any idea of the destination to be reached.
The goal of the philsophical quest is in a sense present from the very beginning of the quest. It is
present and yet does not render the quest superfluous. It guides the quest. To be able to ask for
something one must have that partially. It cannot otherwise be the object of'a quest. The quest for
meaning already betrays, in some measure, being imbued with meaning. The philosopher has and
has not that which he seeks.
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The quest, in the context, is the quest for the transcedent. Experience is analysed with the
sole object of discriminating the real from the apparent, the true from the false.

Qumit sm 19 11 Qumisnml Cunsmenbsl GLmEenTL
Quows sm”_ R Qodisesr_mut - (2 ewenio aflerssHLd-1)
(O Meykandaa who shows the false as false, removes it|
And demonstrates that which is the Truth-

the Bliss of Gnosis...)

Plilosophical consciousness may be identified with the disposition to pierce the surface, to
penetrate appearances and realize the real. The quest for transcendence constitutes the governing
motive of reflection but the initial impulse to this activity may come from a source deeper than a mere
philosophic disposition. The discrimination between the true and the false may itselfbe in the service

of providing urgency to a more basic urge or mode of consciousness.

Reality is apprehended by mystical or religious consciousness. “s7er 68 aur 1 $Sevi_c
Yé@ Beprevaruyb Gumi ereruGan?” - <yiii (How can I deny Him who barged into and
abides in the mandala of my consciousness ?)

Perception of the ‘real’ is marked by an immediate spontaneity. The feeling of reality is
unmistakably mainfest in the core of heart, nay, in the soul. The saint is already in communion with
the source of life and value. He does not come upon it or fumble into it through appraisal born of
reflection. Faith in the presence of a supreme will, the intuitive awareness with which one apprehends
the ground ofall positivity, is not a question of intellectual inference or speculative reasoning. Faith is
‘fides’ not “fiducia’. Reflection or idealization is only in the service of enlivening, deepending and in

one word, “realising’ this experience of ‘co-presence’ or ‘communion’. St. Sundarar said:

“sneons QFesFemL_WmeT 2 ereT; BT © Garmib.”

(The Lord of the dense and ruddy matted-hair IS; So are we.)

Yes, the Lord and His devotee live in advaitic union. This is, for the realized soul, an
experiential beatitude.
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No one has gained and lived this beatitude as the unlettered forester Kannapar

has done. Siva took upon Himself the task of expounding this beatitude to Sivagochaarya.

His archaka.

(13

QUGG QLY @Y6TCVGVITLD FLDLIGHG) GHTL| GTGTMILD
UGG 3P@6TEGTLD FEOLD pli{LD 9mlay eTeiTm)LD
<yougeL_w QFIIC 6TEGVTLD BLOSE @)eRauTLD eTemILD

SagL_WwHme @)dumml, ) B eTeimI SBATOFUISITI.

(His entire form is pure love for us only;

All his knowledge is Gnosis that truly construes Us;

All his deeds are absolutely sweet to Us; such is his state.
know it to be so, even so.)

The Periya Puranam, be it known, is Applied Saiva Siddhanta.

Fkokkk
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Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Libraray is one among the few
medieval Libraries that exist in the world. It is an unbounded repository of culture
and inexhaustible treasure house of knowledge built up by the succesive dynasties
of Nayaks and Marathas of Thanjavur. It contains very rare and valuable collec-
tion of manuscripts, books, maps and paintings on all aspects of Arts, Culture and
Literature. The Encyclopedia of Britannica in its survey of Libraries of World
mentions this as the most remarkable Library in India.
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