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AIPEDES 315821t 2 wissdarGmb. oysaT Qurel (s

5 2 pRurGeEsib 2 a@ Qur ey sar P DT G
Q5 00urgesh Gasger Qur s (Qur@ar, Qur. Qz. a:ens, . 756 )

(5] QUDD b FLL 350 &TF S sl &T & % ;
UGS S D QUIVG I T (Qur@er, @ompurl@, &. 385 )
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LB ATCmit. BCs smsms 5 srar sdalmult QurmL ursdsd
MU S S st apeut sty y s e Qevdmi. 90555 BUIDEQTD
(Natural resources). susprs pri®sé G psaflsd apédwwrear s
Qupms aaddaovyd, Quims aaiazl LUTUDEST@BLD,
sflwis vwaru@ssrewwyn (Unutilised and under-utilised) e sir i
Bésmsms o ewri b sriGure ausTapul ‘G HUaTSIb kS
wvud  umyaTn’ T prigneg o mily adry Quios
wuar s far  wéHw s s gm s o et G g1hsT @i,

Ggriflev auartd 1 G srifZod Qurmi s s aumyulsd eaui ausdly
DS B Fsveord sowTw 2 1pey SCsTHZVS STET. Gymwss QFm
Garsrow Gurarp Qgsrifivadrt uphé Gpaflsd uFaiOTEs & B
Wpidab 2 paéGs wsdLib Qsr@ssiulLg. O psFaursri
GOLUSSD 9 b SauT LTy S pUUBD ausTERT &6 STH%VL
upH3ur gar, o bss Ay QsriPod upPyCnr & mwsd 1y ®E
dmi. gaurs asrogdod 2 pay wl HGw w&dws Gsrfors
Be5358sT, vpp Ogrflsvsast o ey 56 s5riflsd Curer g Gurp i
uraisdZoSur srar Pups Cararmdps. Opsays Qsrfd upns
ausTepout s paidZw TaTUsDGE FrTarmss SO b BT
2HUTS & pHET CupCararTsd s peorh. “ austapoui &DHUyoL
wiTAwrGLET SayuTh S uGsdd Qnsas Qsrifd yb e
upsreyary wp, ‘@opCprid HOEGHL gopuiCalte’ aar
DUl FbwweE FpusTEE GErTdRn QaimTuT®al 95 HEE
FraTmss sTEQougieo®. 9560 srifldssr upHu @HLQUT ST b
Qurs Hrallp srewrliuLalddv. 2 ey, euTawiiLih, oo wddwsd
Curarp Jgrifbsdr Yusrh s smmnous Curary sws QpUsH
@ goui GHsdwi. ysowrsd geui 6 puilsHEHEZVS STeT
s DsTlvrss GsTamyBbsTi Taré FRnusnHE L hddv’”
aardmi  gadaurcgui.t dar@u @Gumes Gsrhid LHHw
GHUGU @ paflsd GeZowsT;élps. @uCs pi mwib. adrepeui
arevd ouFrHy oylumLuisd Anegsrifodssr et  GQunm
uari b oubg &rew.  QBUE@ID ‘9 opimasS%TSs b
sLW0 4G586 Gmssshss Gpafld’ adtesui gar @) s

7 Q@ouarsyns erusg wEAYD GY R SYD
VIR F @YD BT DG 2 Yy (Qurger, sr®, . 737)

8 @@, &. FDrEr, FrH:  MGTEHUT mnu’:G!u:n@; SLBmr: aeaapa i
YO 0T
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upBé - & paleb®v 7 v sir e euiar Qur@sTT ST S Hed A @ miflsv
sapé@ GLblodtwr? g aTEt QT o™ SryLd AnQ smifsd sTev S
b woulLsr? Gedésto vai pskECs BHSTCpsr.

soflwalss siann (Individualism): susTEHeAL D BT, GuT®
oflwed  eusbay pissTrar  gler Guiry e, G@. erew. ev GumrearGmpr
ol 6T &(5 5 ST 63 H6T M 10E G & T 6T M 3> (Individualistic Idea)mw &
srerdSTCm . ST HeT, STET ) Db Tars smpdarpy GEwsd
9% S Hud Hofl ol gmIE@GE I P 6T D Gan e maswrsGnl & mj
Asrmi. Hser 2 Lsmsg.  Rubaurd soflwafl safldr e s Her
S &M SHeD TSI STHT @ BHTLIGET BT T Gou el
wofls6T prumsel QuTmss HaTy 955w G BHsEsD o &
SEHD  FAPSTWID  APIPNLDS @ LD Qur@®b s usbev g’ —TETUST GLb-
orarGous @eurs @ pow Inductive method i. e. from particular to
general srary Garsrereort. Individualistic ideas erardsrp @)s
Osrsrmamuw s srar  gar Cuiy @b, Cx. as. Wldgt asbym ds
et pari. @euiast sEsdar Surdaflus ASsTHsRSETS Sl
vafls s ss Qararmstsr oy ltiumLulsdgrar o maursdard ;
Safluafl 6T prumEd o 55 o6 Qurdailud Qsrarms  Bewafls
UGTE, 9AURTH pooourpmeas auarliu®hsd s STs oy wdear pGsm
9185 Qurmaiws HSsTHsb o585 Frigear Fapsrun aplmwse
Gl BOLTATHTE Y MIbUid ﬂairg;j sTowrent] o FaT 9 lumL ud
CowCuw smasit Qarsrmas T austiymy s HF Q& 6T pari. AE55 55
SIug AT oy dsalmL BT &pafled srewor&Eapib.

3. ausrapupic suaolsafumrmid (Mercantilists)

GQuimsit uHPw &MsHH 1 Gpoaflar seuBssr LHHS Fo
Gurmaflwsd AgGsThssd Gueésdr prib srerepquib. G)6 S
LUl @pHellsd Utk ymdow priged 2 @Gaurd eusTi b S
ouswiiaaiuiy @agalarmib i s aamisurgepd, @)Lt &Teb
@GP HZv TET » @l Aumn arpmTasar qUCUT S QuTmarT STTE
A strowl urdésast war. &.19. 1450 s &.19. 1750 aimy
wirst epSrm Browerysd Cararfu B is aalsdud d551H
8530 susitepoufler &5 & &s6T G saTu@HST par. ¢ Bri@ wEsT
CuemRiLy 2 m s s, ddsariors aurp b s, USTL S0 5 ey &ar 5,
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Briger 8 pugdowds Qupds Casr Bib; 2 PuSSH Qs po o
gomind QFig prigar Qurp@Gmeusdirl Gumds Geussr Bib’
srarug srar amsduariar A6 srbsh.  oauiasdr QUIGE 6T ni
stewr el ebsord GQumrer, Geusrafll gy dwmauCw. @) &sHarss
suskrl Upi ‘Qurareenatl Bgsisen’ TaTn Terall Boswry
w5 Sl wpbhH, GQurmafllar eremenflu Csws sis& Gl& T m
D) mer 9 m&E T »’ eudllen e w 6T svoT et aumeT Tl b SATT. Q6T e
aumh Qurperséd O)Cs wsdwsdsiusgms, Y@ o wbrHmE
SEHL 6T, H6T Gmeflsd & bsisrarmi. oui ‘Qurmer @sveoriss
By Qw9 et nGasrLarfl, Qurmafdersrear, Gurmsr
AT 3] @umé&WA$§ BZvulsd omer Frd gsbevmen GFl g ps
6T soor o 661 63T * eTeTL WD g myblar i 10 safl  weafl sandE
wl GlaTH i priBéeCs Qurm b sdlarn &psr B)&. amimwd
il by Fud uerb@Qupm MG BLG UTFSL HSDeTE
Smen1 Bridl odvmen GQEuiwr 6F svorewr aflsbsv. ETFEWTLD B D BT 6D
as@&) W& SLrEsEHh I uSMeES wer @) &. ausTasaur, Qurs
ar papi eTeflayib Lyiiut p@marsd; 11 glaraflsd et 9 mesmwri’
STOT [BLDWLD T Lp S S Hl6T i .

Qeaiaury GQurmarpp BV gpuBssder p  aldTe|sdT
aloufl g gl Qur@eaiar Csmeaumuwuh, oy, YrF@id Gumrmsr
SAriL Causvrywsar Cgmoumwuh eusrapaut ofard @ dler mi.
Qurmaflsr wirew 98T é s niouHed wi”BbsTear ausraroui amisai
DDy p&Aarmi. g@sd HUQUrBETE Q& didar p G pPulsd arswil
sofwsor i uer@peu@h Baab Coupu®dEar pari. ‘ool Lol
eT@T M uryrwed o b & ufileoreu g Br@ssT euert b g GEreTGL
Bméas Casswor Hib ; susbegs g ous paTCn GHeCasrarras O més
CousirBo” sTaTm G o @ 1o 65T cuewwils UTSSHAITFTOT  aFLLTVT
(Schmoller) s &£t Gurst b am Currme s &, S HoT asiTapeu i
g malebdn. 9 sTwsSlar aufulsd Curfders Qsr@SSH B er
T S S0 QLHES ausiTepaui et el ; Qur@mar g6t Cur®id

9 Spa@ewrisE IJaueaywsn Qady Qurgdr@eriss

Qéilqwsn Qowrd wrEg (b, IB@D_®w, G. 247)
10 Qurpardm@l QursEsrsgri e arur erBsm®

goema Qg @uEGaTT (Sp, JB@B@LDW, F. 246)

11 Qur@GargpDmT LUUr @oETeS I Ger S DT
S D@D D HI® IS (Spb, JGHBDL_wWw, G. <48)
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IHGBCr B FLLE QErsTai. i geiauTy Q@ SJur@Gar
¢ gy mair mayb ; @eTuaph Ty 2 TETH &l ST n & Her i
ouryr s Qur@an L ¢ ysbeorymiic Lyparefisd 13 ereir g s L Zrud(®)
At ; o & o T m g paufuisd, 9Ty G pHudsh oust s ST
CuBsGHSTY BrOSTI ‘ FrLT UMSSOT’ BILTSE 9| 6M WULD
aardmi. Geuaurm @CarrHd o eETCur®n ks Qursr
Ty Guriwr ofsrésh &mer sTenrailuGsws s G & &t
Bmrmssi’' 4 s, @ECs G méG THTUSHGU UDS
Qurifé@h orel g GamewrLmed, 0durmGar  amladwenfar,
‘Qurpagll GurarGar wpédwin’ adarp sG5CsTE 2 58 U
Gurdlsrps. D@ oL p» G o ppoury OsTehFbd wr HHé
QarerLred B)& pi 2 aTmnd 5550 mSub elardsasdn .
‘OmaTmEGL T aaTp QSTLBESGU ‘upsGurfé@h ’ 6T 6Ty
Qurmer Garstepusnag Cwo r &, ‘oummLWST @b UME
Qurflégib; udiGen Jugb @2 s sTar st pmLdarp Css s
w55 nCa B&d, srar andphs Gear pCsr b pTL
YOG GsdrpwLpbs Brigpgn GoLCu GBHEFGh LML
owy 9flss pruaraynd prirsé dpdsuyb Csrhyeldeb,
@ Qur st eTei ayib b HsTedarda’ sTarls Qur e G&Tsirared

greots Qurm b HiwarCa !

ausitapeuflar BésmsHsd Garopw G)bLul Gurmerr
sy 9@ Quidsrl dwar  MmmGharng. I dwfsasra)b,
TeiyuTelb pwg paTCarhpisapEG SsTat s p (sL@ES
srar) Qurmst pbmw supmwsr Qar®iidy ledm b s Gl 5 &
GasmeiramrZwl’ Hwer B oy fwsd Qsraras £ Hudsd Coumiui’ L 9 b bTH
SAHL T @ Eafourear BL Uy pmeuwh o Hu®SHulmadn s,

2 Hhug Bt Quma s (Economic Growth): pri® 2-pus o
QuméssHer padws Hasé smsHn asrapamd amisaiungh
PETME 2serari. 2 HusAwwl GUBES, 7 HnLIow 2 Wi S s

12 5 pevr o @eruapib & spith 5 mer 5 195 51
B8ar ) ang Quirger (Qur@er, Qur. Q. ams, G. 754)

13 5@Qarr@b erQur®ib airrrd Qur Ger r&sih
Yhrd Lyror e o (Qur@er, Qur. Qs. ams, &. 755)

14 Qurgererar @b Qurinir eferésh Q@6 < mi&G b
aerewiv Ggwsss Geerm (Qurger, Qur. Gs. ayms, &.753)
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% Hw amlsduarian smsH2mCw susrapaBn, < Qeiis Qummr’ 15
starp Qariyred GOUGlLri. et g Qur®drt ‘Qums’
T m Fmpoistdn. GwmsCw Qupwsd YsTag 2 HusH CFd s
Tar (pSH WUTS maussri. O Bl 1w pE A& ST b Hb QT
2 e, THS ®m HrOL Up BrioLCw saTaymw Gsmeal
FEHEGF FTTHEFHES pyurs. yOugdE FribHmé@ECwuresd
9susutiGur g @) b prGsailo Cu g pu@Her v grfwusd, Qurmarr
stré Qaeredrws Coaumur®ser, ybs pBrigear Qurmerr Sry
uarit &famwCu ur s 510@n. adarGau sarails pey aarus @
BTy DGS SIWrars qaTumsE GOUuurs dTBS5HE &TLH
& ST M Q6T @HeuT. 2 wre|éGE Sl BB BrH LHOWITHDE
FTTHEBSFD ouswrargih Yyussrargn  aTarusrCaolu
2 pwaus glowurer Qsriflors modsd ©&paryib ot ldearer 5
2 w@ 16 aarmi geui. Hargd pH QTP T ADGS
Cemauurar epoliQurmers@ olousrwCuw 2 g sdwrwrit Gl
usib, QuEpburerer swg Qsrifldsst alusrusd sriys G srifsd
ssmraGar (Agro-based Industries) &)@ siaGuo & &l mib ¢ i (11361 an 51
V& TETUS DG THSHESTL(H.

amlsdurfid ‘srcev wer’ eraTurt 2 HuSHulsd seTef
o pay srew CucirQdar m CrraCar®, ‘B sdar am Am ugd
owup sherat BurirGs’ aarpm Qardarmesdw sudLmsHor.
B s8ursGar ausit@poumid, ‘2 1pauGaT 2_aT L w Blov & $ Cosyb
Cumib usmiu® & gl, 9jFlsd Cuauid Cuaibd L Hw warCar H pEisZar
2 TLTES; 2 argimLuw Bvgms HOw Gaarm sawr® Goausdry
wmsd Cai; ‘Geon’ erermy SereduilnhstrCs;17T  gsiaurn
QeuurureE)sd o a1l ypésmhiadarn 2 &1%d st (), 29T 6
Qarsiegpdiar p 2 ar @steordn Gurw 2 &1 Bwaph 2 arsfl ib
oar ef Hib’ 6T gy g midlett 318 G sar euPurs G)sTa B b Fw

15 Qruis Qur@ers Qs misi Q346 3 DG L
ThGIHsN D Hmfwg @ (Quoger, Gur, Gs. ams, &.759)

16 o permib Tribderargl o Wb ISR

o ;pBgID 2 (pCBas F& (Qur@er, e pe, @. 1031)
17 Qeoueaerp Ims@ @aluraors &qeofer

B beTar gy BTG BGELD (Qur wer, o pay, &. 1040)
1 Qeawrer Spaer Qauiler Awibywbs

Qewreafier oary @ (Gur@er, 2 pa), &. 1039)
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SHeuFrws smpdsd sreorJuB ST D Sw @60 LT T Absentee land-
lordism ereTus%T sgraT ausTepui Fids shsarwrs peTGU
TBS5& Qerist By &simrssri Gurib.

4. am@maupd Fupms aurssSumd (Physiocrats)

o ipoys Gaafov : 2 peys GgTfdw o wi Gsrifivrssd
2 ig Gsrilwrsan or®SHwiiiGweurser F 0 HED T 53560
‘9 poy RETCD LWET R 2 Py (Productive Labour); wppsar
erbeors Lwer syr 2 iy (Unproductive Labour); ‘flar suwr
arn’ (Net produce) smaus 2 pas G srifsd Ra1Cm’ 6T 6T g on
weut Gudsardsadd swrwarrer LisLi QadGar (Dr. Ques-
nay) eraruri. Qe &GSHEsEHD  uSTERUT  Sh S SIS SEHLD
QariiymL wareurs s Gasrer pfst por. @adujosarfid sos
s1éa6r @ pafled e ‘2 ey’ eTaT p SZVLITED euHLD & meiradn Gu
bwEE BTyl A6t par. ‘gw@wL Bpoarrer @) pea st
L@ L b pdoub gn.b@am_é Lpésrenrui.’ sTorGa o & 51%0T ST 6T
Qarfdsdr uw GrUSGod, Iyupmps GQduaiast sTsord
2 g eurpaurmrs Gsre HeT® Ger Gasousuyreurd,” 19
star 2 paiar Apliyssras emf 9 5@ ‘2 1phah 2 1pGer H%V’ 20
(. 1031) erary Qsrilovsapsbanwrd $IOWTETSTE B ST
DS 5E gmpdSrmi audrepeut. Briger QuUrGaTTsTrSH DG
SyUUDLuTaT S 2 poys QsTifld TETUS@E susT@pui ‘2 1a)’
TRTD gyHsrysmsl Qur@mLursid meussTiGursyh, e
2 poys Ggmifvary Caim ks 5iéadkns s pbCursib 2 paysH
Garfadsflmbs Cuplasrsr asri@darmi. ‘QeuCsrarmwuid’
(1. 35) gyresT GQarqueaiadrd Sy lium sl DUk SHTEL
L 5Ce@® Cpi’2! erar pib eumer GQumiindsr i der n o dareysdr s
) ‘GIMAT O IpToyt 2 1peui’yy STETMID SEUT T iU ST EAPSULD
STar 9560 sTINEG YoNdGn 2 wialdr 2 i 5 sHeTmiE.

19 » pgeowr® arparGy QT PPAIT T D D TV T Lh

Qzrppgior® JorQee vUair (Qurmer, = jpa), &. 1083)
20 spermin giUdsters o @S EFion

2 p5gid o PBa g (Qurger, 2 paj, &. 1031)
21 Qarewvdp Qsrgwre s G&J:ﬁg@\_@lﬁgeﬁ GOLIMI T [

s L gQw@ Gsi (Qur@ger, Qen., &. 550)
22 afer o pTIYT e pair  LjwweTer Siib

arfl «arngGar s sre (apo, ara@pliy, &. 14)
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ofwsd Qurmarrgayn  (Political Economy): Qurmaflu
spib gy Fwgid QusiCums Go b 55 uFbarLrb G A CEAC)
apeTLy. orfwdvs Qur@gelluBGor® meusal GQurmallusds
o78wev Gurmarrgryin (Political Economy) stéir p 1y Hus gysm 10519207
g pu®sFu Quemn QuUiasaiisao sharrer LisLT GlamGar
(Dr. Quesnay) swé er@m. Yo Yuidg apatCu  ousTEpuT
B isé sraiowd Qeigamearri. 2psHlursis gsof wafl gof e
sLowsdt omuCs @&mpu  esrgpaui  GQurplursisd  SJE,
Soi%, Q5HCaTam gHueuHm pupd, QUInH QU QM mwu b
masHl Qurealumé@gn, FupsGn 2 sar Glgriiddr
Reusfliliumt wrssé g s Qearpisrarri. Gurper GaFwsd oF T gy
soflvall saié@Gh g dymL sTar parpsrar. Goldoih i
2 5%0 Qurgieurer Ir&sCs 2 fssrar wsdwld umfurs
s ‘9rFEGs o fusg Qurmeir’23 Tt @H JATEDL @I
Gurmelwgis@ (State socialism) &8 0¢ Ge&ar gusitarri o &1L 5
sy Qur®sSorar Q6T ;GLE.

5 aepuiiar Qurgfds (Public Finance) Oardims

Bsrm Quig §uiad (Public Finance) muvwé smssissarrs
e sirar o Hari&se® (Production), uad®se (distribution), Guain
pa&isd (Consumption) er &t m epsit Hdorwyid ausirgpeud ‘QUPDED, FUL ),
G550, 5155 AGHHD'24 sTaTua T o TGS HE T pdaTmi,
Qjour, grerar g ®CarTHb 9 atCur@h, SnorNbH, £IarPo
Qurmdr g &dld@asr uvnasl BmbeH sTH5, JUDDD Ydarp
LW GST&BT&EEH S, ‘@jfisu ST 1 gpou Gro_tb g4 ouf nudEn’ (@.461)
sumasulsd uGSH R Gurz Kov Arewg (Welfare State) Car oy
Mésd smpdarmi. Hossasrsr Garm [ BBs0 gsbov gy
2176y Qawsy smrsaRB s (Budget) srardlOmib. &rds g s 5805
Geowe starmsd Qur g AFubsd surey 6THTm susTEHUT oF TS
smpidlstmi? Quray HHés agy @amsars (Revenue Items)
Quppd gztag 2 puss Qriizd. o NOUIGH sTaIH wHEsT
WaTpau b &1 &Hb sufllussrd, 8 &@ QUIGE 5TST » Fassuf aimauTd,
Camauigar orarp umsugs  FHwmpluSlur@Gst Y dwa o m
Sjouit gmpflar@mi. TorGeou @ity Qur g F Fudsd  eugal et miseir
(Revenue Items), Gaovalarmasr (Expenditure Items) starp msfard

23 o pOurgewb o & QUrGeswbIar Qerers

Qs oRurgesw Gabger GQur@er (Qurger, Qur. GF. ams, &. 756)
24 QuoDpsyd FLLL_ b STHESIID ETSHS

UGS T RID VUIRNG AT F (Gur@er, @mpwrl &, §. 385)
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ouifl sugs s dlsr p apew pulsd i e i fov O pHsdmr  eucllyy
s farmi. oufl wésdw Ty Sy STE B WLWTLOED, Lo&E 6T
9 5%TE Fowblwern oT GUT EYLo6D ‘9] &I, DT swmEGE Geus
BaTmwaGl Gy o LETyLh ’ 6TET 6T 6T 6l L& (Ape [ S SHEET 1
aumsisd Bmss CauaT®n qardant omi. FJos sustlymi & 5C e,
“ guEGlaTaL sTaberh Bés Cridn! s@d APe ¢ Gud
Qayip GpLwWEGD BHUTODE .26 TaTGou wésafl b suflmw
Qar@®’ et m HriLrwsd wssCar Qareirs’ qars HHb umsUlsDd
Swwauls erd Anbss " sTar i o _swri & ST i rder
susurudsd laad §%vdp b S s auifliusnr G 6T 6T LD 5 o _sworit & 5Ceu
@oaflsd <o GAUTHE Tt 5D PSILLD SHE T @i JoGag
L BLE TF SUGBLTATS S 55 euflbusmrCo QumBLULG
wudéderpg. oerGa aufl urkiggdsd B Lo b SISt b,
sowlsTowyb, 2. bsmMSsmb  udrapuAST 55 SRS,
HweuGu .r_r,mL(y)m‘r_x)u‘ﬁsb &ml_@qéa;ﬁlu@mrruﬁ?s&r i Gjml.ﬁ)g (Tax
Evasion) srar p @)t pw Houmé3s surdi(n@svv er ST m) 67 6307 63T &

G et il P &I,

6. ougt gudlar QUUIND ST HEUTN FibSiTwapD

UpowE sHSHET w G @Aarm urmorsd Gusl
LEGU ‘Ysimwl yrld’s &k 5060 sarm Gur ppliu@HSTp ‘Fwgi
sapsrud’ ausrepeut ¢ @uiLge] sTaTp Quwilsd Fmads swflsrer.
uiréds CounurBDedrd 58155, 2 wimond &7 55, Fwarble 5,
Sripmer 2 wit §4, sTevBevri d@h CoaseiT(Hib’ b gL T ‘G dvTramin
Hvvrmw Geauamr@’ 8T D @G HZew umLiuGs BT pw
QUIgGIADLDLWLTAT s6S5s5. 2@ Bsuarrmy Uil d afuld Fisiwb
TETUS@D S anbmEmw WBHu g siwd Cesrarmidngl. Y@L
susir@poui g midler p UUTdd UPs g6 Carhssd’ Bebdv. QrGs
warapou b5 d05IE QETREAN D’ @uyral GQuT SiajmL i uwd
STt HCmib. @) b S BT D@60 SLE DB S FWHTLS & bew ST aT
<9 63T 63T 60-& T b By ib @) 15 & PULITA|F FW ST ED FCw susdluymy & H1Hssr @z

25 2 pQUTHEW oG QU ey bSeT PTG 3
Q5 pCur ey Casgear Qurmer (Qun @er, Qur. Oz. wems, &, 756)

26 gpslararl T I WwUGUrh @ prid epith
B HULSSLD FOUT Qe (Quir @eir, 288w g sriomw, &. 659)
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yrifdsd anicmsdsr afuiCe gmwderp Fwusiw aapsTwib,
Fw 5T S HIT sV PudsH TS D FYPSTWLTESSTHT B 1HEG0.
starGa QUL HTCp Fugin FupsTwd HmwEs b HUUD D
LTi&sLrss srhFurhag s Csrer Hu s. UETERAUT I HULTEYF
FHBTH B 5 H 9| 690T 60T 50 2wy Cu ey p myé Qameir &le1 @pi. 57 o1 Gy
susirepeuflar olyren srihliar sugsioepd e&8tGn. ()5 G
Qerm sysrusHed whhe Hiddern Lwuw sEHa%TE admw
g, GeTmpw ‘aord CamBn’ Tarp gmiurlgs 2 srer
RESTT YewTeu AT  Gred eusitemeuflar o ULy of (st &v.
2 61T 05 2 1 a;rrlL@éﬁo’&rp pUUTL Gur Siam o wilsh) 1oTiFden I M)
slarp aguys soagb (Class Conflict) Gsv2v. goui sedre g
s16060riD ¢ QaTAATHD QO AZ@D Ca1GUUTHID RO 6T 65T v wuyib
vawrar grwyrRuwCo.  B)5smaw Frogriwid 56T 5T D LW
ST ST o) e st 6O B) b oevdr wfled urmip b St

Qurmer Gsi g g ausdewrd@mausT Bsbormiéa T & 5|61 & @b
QewZoCuw susirgrsui puiLre) o 6T o & pidarmi. ‘2 HésCaur nm
g b 5& @ Guoadlst Zv; 2_svor svor Gsum 2 owra) & @b euifuilst v uB & G aur
Lk urdéGh aguddd; urflsd pooaiurpd Qs 96 srar
sTBESCaur S ibsd’ oo wsd < FH3B s gid uAwrm swi b5 Glau P pors
s (B UDSSHAGT g’ Frrwdiis eustarorrs  @Uyre) wari.
sustepuGrr 9 pE%0 sor® Horhbs Qurmd ‘Brbs i 2 ui
sump Hd Gauewr g &t Ly 5.5 Csbs 2 0 &wHPHuwresr’ st st m G ol @swr (B
Qurmi@gdmi. TGy 9 hHEGHCmmTeE @D, ST T
srampis 555 GuiGsistnSudord 2555 PE5, wLHD
WFEGE wEbOTY EGETI ThS, SeTaimLw QuebIrarrer
GFsbautb, priid&ma meud s G 4 5iH T G umrsd DJsOeVT 6D, 29T 5 (HB 5
U@ S S LWST wrioTil, 2901 5(® 36y &y & @ Lh le@mﬂwrru'.v.&suGa;nrié@
2 flmowrs Hy&&orimuBs astapai sp @UUFYl G uT g
L. &) absun QFsvab @2ésiuDEsT b s, 250 9| W & Hr
G p DG Qs sub uadlL LuGEST D%, Yavlbme euBulsd Q4 sbeutb
Iafdastiu® Har p 5 GsveTi &3, M&WTY SHS1 S SLOurl GLr(.
B @i &G TAT D Petewrid g eTstwrisg gaflédsr n O
iy alsd @n?tjug,:,@&rr@ﬁ!ug,@&rr&irmg;ﬂai)mrnbg;pmb&,:gqsir,_l
QpD, gavlbns o p. Gerhluuaismn, G&rsrLemib [V L6 5
Fetun ; CQurgieirs prigsd Haejos &iwb, oapibme.

Hssmu 2 wicurar guwsins s5F5%m0w eusitapa i
by g s FT. SwsCw SMMPD ABLdeT. Y@ Flysiss



14 asTEnarT a@ss Gui e o
G sTereans @ﬁrgjg,m(_@mpé@ ILILITED DT AT SHI. 61 HIDIOWIT AT 63F
A 5& 85T 09 G HmTCw o s HCuTe, yriidl, 2.+ ary wrrgugsi?
sreT D BEsETe ward 5, 9o S aEmE Db, ‘Gmsa%r@u.:
GuesrB’ T H MULTE DS gmdGHrdw Ty CuT HoamLmwsE
Qsrenmassarrs  waéser g Baésiu® flar pari. B &ren pus
FupsTwSHd aueT@poui, sr s Gmisaflir &@® 55 ES60 69 611 61
Couewr Bion @ed Bos g oudwioTor Sy warTHpCw; &aTerew D
wESTHEG S DYPEGLD sorpwlw; sarZdaGu srd  prigp
oyaflé@i soTawCu (dedication). aushegzi ol ojbs <1 @1 6l 0
sipiuii §s2Cuw wpymsEo Gurpsri. ‘sr® Qur@merr 17 %
s puded owari FHuyp CauenrG; IHCUTEES BZ0 wr pGeuewst (HLb;
srevGeor b @)Ly DBl bs Cousio B’ o787 » Befiorl QurmerT STT &
Qarsraasst s1obwrd usTapuSHd e bHAHEES STV TLD.
ugped uAdewfl HgHurs 2 srar Brige, Qur@GaTT STy aueri & &l
@ pib;  Quim 6T Gs i &on L m m b S SPujib. BEL D D6l ar
Qumrmeir, priiged LBl ug sTebrdy USHTErE BHEST S -
PDésmsmsE FLQ&sT HEpsSST 6T ousTELoT ‘@M opfud
i s ged’ erarmi.27

7. uomy

QurgiamLows Gardrmadsd, srogsrd Carmule
‘Qaiiuiyvaugn’, ‘Osilins shmsuybd’ &HSHSTH Q6T UL BHF
swarowssut Gurargy sLiABHs pori. ousTepuflsr &S
H1&5%m 0 56 & 6T (136D 9| voT 6307 01T &(H & i & FHeiT %I, &N 6 &
ward, jadear, LigaLrd, Gzréyr CGurarCmAar &ms H&sarmsd
‘o, Smswrsd ‘Cursrdws’ oTarazed ausTERMAST &S S
ssrTed Loewrid GlU D mwei & & Tared FreolGurm b . ST
LTed UP Mt @& pafleTursd mRImr @b Q& Tevor L Sl o6l &g ptd
GQuriiurQurifuist plyren 8y prevTwsHsT B)BUESEISST
sTarsd GauswirBb. FapSTWSHGT S»wHHT & SLHT LRI 66T U F b
B s1Cauwer i) @ aren pw QuUT Hiorya L Loish 6.

TarGos, o pat aduymss TYhs GpsT HId, ol
WCwCw Qur@mrsryrs Smpow GuburLoLwd QFulwdsmqw
wfs%TE sreTUSD FHarol Qurdaius DV BTEFESE pT
UPSTL g WTE 2 6iTaT &) 6THTLI S @&6T Pl L alardaib.

27 ADpmi HPuUR Brisise NG HarST
Qupmer Qur@ereaauts (api, mos, 5. 226)
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1. s @i S

oW er urpurag uryp ulfsrCGn mrorer Hmé
@oafled fpgs urphs BHEoudsd Qurdellws &m;sH&s6T Saib
HeT par.  sustepumrdE Apbs Qur@msflusNerGysT g G srsirer &
$68 aumsulsd ourg QurEaiws &kSSHdsafsn Lo G pid
sTaTMID FAVSSH BHHed smguareurs B @SHaT por GousTum s
Qurmaflwed piieurarigst! rrdbs & DusTarari.

Swégper Qur@Gafwdy vl (G & pdlarp Brovsds; surlp
MW ypuouLursd FHpdaTn of YDETOTSS HHEGDT Haih
AT Gl @UWS uTrhsy BDNOMLWSTS IdwW el S0)IESG
Couesrigwiet suHenm eTobewrid m pUILBSFE s p U bs eusiT@FT,

Hpeiaariéd Haagwsn Qaty Qurgeieowrids

Qeagean Qoard wreieg 2
steit » O soaflai@sd, Bradsd Csmauwrer B)LmsaflGwsrd Gurms
8@ -GFusHdg-2fu B smas &lys arl @Earmi.

1 “There are certain abiding permanent economic values that
deserve to be maintained, whatever the economic system is,
whatever the nature and objective of the economic process is, in
any country and at any point of time. Thiruvalluvar has set
them out in unmistakable terms.”” — Dr. B. Natarajan,

¢« Economic Ideas of Thiruvalluvar”, P. 16—17.

2  Soscsper R47



. . St o
16 st LT o HHS GuTmar wisv

susTghouT  Saflumswrar R0k Qur@maTT ST I ® LD 0oy
W W 2 (HauTss sTeramradd. () 5T LT&LT U. BL JTEGT,
“ Baayd odfleurar @mpulsd eusTapaui o7 bs R0 Qumr@merT ST
gyt uuth sTUG LT Sitb een &8 aflsi v, oot 9]6m OLIL| (APED D6V Ul
o maurdHunydw,’d aarg s Pl @ U UG GHIGLS5EEI.
9}, SVTED, gjoul 9o T sofloafl s, FpsTWw QU Lpaus» oW g
CsmauWTar &[5 5i&556Té g Hulmd st @i

2 GUTHEHIO

ApEG st 26 Ours Hréd. Housrapat ahs o6 S00F
Fowl 9T S Hpnd Bt g Qarar® &S5 Ea%TE S pellad .
B s, “ Emudrepaui wsurdslry  GerupP oG pHS%TE
o DI, 2 ws Hlvmuow yrribs 2 arowsdT TBS55
2 wypsdlarmi. 2085850 Ly eurp pri Garunp Caleriguw
I pEsT G aTafdrarme srary Guibydsr@i. £ % sTar T
uGBL FHmaustarumrd QerarLrBousn@Hd &TrawTid,”’S 6T eT
snil Ppouyi THFHWrEAaTmiT.  ausTtepur g GurGaflwsd
&(h & H&S6T QUEBLUTHILD eurpdmauisd Batunp GCoieorigw Glurm
arr Sry B} nEEaTTESG Cg;mm‘/_i,ﬁ@iaﬂo"hpm.

Hmausrapury Qursis @néeGargré@n yours GQurm
afwsd &% HsseHs G & pEHrudu O sriiy Bmadar pg. Qur gé
$0&Cardr Gpréd poow ufpLssasrel Gur@aflusd
oT 6oor 6v0T I 6T QeusiflILI(BRE ST mar. U6l @pouy &I BT 60T C?;Q;rréa;g
D56 “Hmaustapaui &% ppluroTd HyEAUS. Yo IS0
ured, Qur@Lursd, sriwdHiured TaTUaT. 2 & @ @6’
THTUSHGE ST GaTaTEph G STLSSHILLTD. I EETMNES
2y eaftiug Qurelured. GrewropLyn puhdsd Guids

3 *Valluvar himself never worked out an economic system in all its
elaboration. He was no system-builder.” — Dr. B. Natarajan,

« Economic Ideas of Thiruvalluvar”, P.24.

4 “Ewds somssi wBS 5.mp Gl
s wAwe & P Qurmer @& e D

- Ty . c
QIW@EIJW —&UTL_T.

5 srd. @sbUreT, aidrEnuT uTp5%5  Flasid, val 205
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srlug O pSHLUTD. ApST POT GMECaTERh 2 WEh Hm; G0
wr g6d Couswr@ib’ eTaTuUC G 76 eraTm Bw. . HedwTeRTE: HBIE)T
oo & @ &l sor ;.

ausirgpouflar Qur@manlus® &H5SHISE6T  BTO APl Hid,
Cosmauwrar QL maaflsd TOOTD, LWHHDU &S S EEEHE G0
suTpsmEs @G 2 gwaltumsiCGure gm b HH S H GT par.
IS HIuTlsd HYwEHDG dardah sHumsl Cureweybd, 9ypS
D@ QurmpeapsGapsrar BlIagsaswrar Qsrifous &iigdés sri(
sum 5t Cureveyb, mECsT® Qurmsailar &mplismuub by m s i
sum s Cureayb gmet ymwhHHadar par.  Qur @l ursdsd
gmear  GesfldumLwrs, aoorupNdEGh g lum L wrsL
QurmaflH & @b 2 Sr@wmu usdllymis s 2 ewrigsh  eumsudsd
weor &ar par.  Blarug g liursds Qurmailwsd smssidasr GQauafll
umLwra urrwed, GOlursd @arusHn@g Qur@mst g liumL
wrs G pUugsdr 2 erigsib umsuiNb, SEvudiuyh 50T
owuh? Qur@meflar Amplmu 2 _sori b souismras ari (b UmsE
wWaith & wi Glum &l et por.

QUATEFUT QUTHEMEDU WPUWMOWTES FTL 6T ; 6UTLDE
mamw Bope) Qelwéamqu Tdors Himpnsdruyn B)arssa (),
gupPpaiu B swsym, Gariimuyd odaméagn  aumauisn
sMSHE5%TE smpdladr@mi. b5 ulumiuisd Gurmsaiusd
5SS SE6 BTed Wpp&s 2UF FrLrsdE mwhAGLuD 5E  &Tewr
Wy H 6T p 5.

T @poui  soflvalls aurpoayd Fopsrud  Qurgsurth
sy Hinrss, pErHer amiidég wvpOmern s%wrwurs
Aouusdn 90bs BT Quiioi. Gs@mod urs mrést
sTo0 %V Satl sur e QU F aurbmaiyh 2 sTarL sdusrs B)mé
darmg. Godvd CurarGp sars GQur@malwsiar  ersdvujin
SmwhAnsdarne. sollvalls urpadHEh BTy e sdorH

6 S@mustapuT sz uTpEms olarssn (Lréli gp.an), Siefhimy
— @ G.el.s., w. 9,

7 swbe BHs45 SLIITFS o e DH
Ibwr el s —@par 1107
Qurmernrdy wrereny o &rail @ erLom
orujber&r wrur o udr —@pear 1230



18 Qs @pani WEGHS Gurmer wsv

o pub 2 sirarLddur Qur s s surpealp@ G su st g w Qur wafluisb
55514575 Hweusapoui Cany sTLg & Gl & sb & T Wi .

3. michs Gprda

o sir g ou AeT QU Haflwsh & 5 S &son cgqﬂw QT HI BT 6T
Cpréssm sy Lflh g Gamsivear Couer@b. ¢ prordfuear &mnld
QGarsir G)aTarGHOTS S0t b ST T P BjousT LT DI Q_mrf&@w-
2 prlGurmailar 2 awrows &hI D g Pwiiul’ L srarg,”

61 657y LT 1g Swewfl 1p. »HCraey Goily wrd & m) 6T (31T,

Smousrapoui YpS»S Qg LILm L WTES Garesr(® wefls
Qaris Cubul @S @ siien Hvowd gL w Gausor HRweT )i &(®H !
Ami. £ 5 %1 La&LE qp. uFSITE@T, “&THYID GuT HEpLd
urpsmats ugssr. YpGuw aurpsmsliar o w i Bl v 6T 65T M)
dars@n CrrésshsTed ST HLLTD, QurmLured, 9 md ST D
sTaTsyih ape puisd G5 mred sTepsLUL RaTer g0 eTaTm FSaT )
BrelsT meuliy apm pupH Pl & midleTapi.

Ppausrasaurs srosHdmss spsTw  Hivow RL Y &
Amé g per Csrar Hulmpas Goist GELET I & S & 6T D 9 MEH T S6T,
gEsTRSHD Ipsosh upPu 86 GSpUU BE QEhIGES
Gauesor HOWET B & S ST PaTiT. shs ety Gurisarmed
sBpssHd g swés Bl Gararfug. o bH%EES UHDDD
S ey HAvows Smmib Foawr, LUSs FLWRISHNET & S 51 & S6T
sy b s uraiar. oUGUrwg oallw, Geflu Gdmp aurpaiwdo
SgtumLurss Qsral Gupms GQppP aurpalpgh yIHsrse
awps Ceips SIpuDs &GSHEsaEGHoLID om Gorged
FOULL &. @) 6 A%, ©weairanws arpalar eustlowmu g
slprsaiiar weorsHd wpugup GYCwppeyd, yHu &®;SSE
sap&@ 2fu @)L walldsan Cassrywdmbss. LILp &) LoD U1 LD

eabmLes GCameas, . 45.

G@@luggm QUICPRAITHIG QT PLIQIST &I S DU id
Oswe s gior daidats U@L — @& pear 60

10 Smudtgnuir  ovwg anpsms oardso, w. 23,

11 “yporegrm drsest ure, SmeGper FeTouls ur@Rerp Qgere rib.
Ypsrerppssret QGurisarr b, swUldrr Lo QuUAUUT s swmw
s psib KD bawss Qare dsow s Ser o 1l rTE o W FLATED b K 0 5%
srg wgl. GurmsGhiu ar gemmstr Qaorwn Qsu gl s B;esmper wpor
@.me:;l. Y o—rréri g Gaugudadr, sl QuiSwsHa  ETeWPD
EMhS5gID, L, 31.
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ysmoowyh GZwriurdsd QFuw Guerqu B0 B 5555
Suiusflows & ® o sir @p ou i CupRerawLrlysary LT
ur. BLITST &k & Her @i, 12 '

GTERUT FEIE ST SEHD uTLhbSTETT b, FHRFETRD
2UUDD FapsTw Ywlyster QurHaETERL T6aT Yib Awi Hmels
UBSHE o mdaT pari.13 @ susiT@pouT T b & FapsTwd BHL
vty BT saumyyh Gsrer L, GFdoud Gallmuub oumnmw
owuyh 2 srerL 8w Py FapsTwib e sTETUD S QT Fwrari &6
T Dé Qarer Hear pari. I 5smEW G&HEZUD FepsTw aurhedsT
Bew DG D&M 56T Gowr i b 5 6T ehouT G pEdrl Gurés s Hars
op e arialar gylumLulsd ufisdrs fap Hrov 6w Hdsms
T M.

4, STQYD &G 5D

“ereuousrey Aphbs Puésdw wvrdad, pory  Csmerp
Causwr Qoruist, 95 Casrarmbp aTob Y5655 CsTonsIns
2 gail AgiiusraCeau GHé@m,” 15 aary Currdfud . 5. Gran
FOUp S g pdlarmi. Y@ usTERUT UTDHS &TLSD S LD P
U &6SHIEET St QumdlaT por.  susTEReuT el BTemflsT
EHSHEHHT GOy sareull mrov GFw srlrarm &
ALy E ST pouissr oy & srosms 4. 9 YJmb BT HOgovT
L&l Bmé@ouwary BHIvpriL wpuddar pari. Y@, G&
sHss0 Qupburorer slpNeisdr gpmé Gamrsraraishd.
. qp. gty s &.9. par@hd BrOGoTHEGHT BHEsT
Quarp shi»ss FrarnaCGarr® Hlpué do o Pepissr qpust

12 ““The vigour of earthly living must be re-enthroned in the hearts of the
Tamils, the values of the new teachings receiving their due emphasis. A syn-
thesis of the old and new was called for.’* =— Dr. B. Natarajan, Economic Ideas
of Thiruvalluvar, p. 5.

13 “shmas erwg sdpssPer Jrfwe, o fow erpeddwr aarisspSAu
Gadwri darmdug. IS0 HsaTws FOP wseer LRy Sefieywn o
BO QTP QT PEGTIHer '

14 ‘“No doubt, there were, as there now are, the very rich, the very poor and
an intermediate class. The extreme opulence of some classes of people as well as
the extreme poverty of some other classes,are both clearly portrayed in contem-
porary literature. "' = By Dr. N. Subrahmanian, Sangam Polity, p. 219.

15 GxFw QwsRBwie, u. 13.

16 ‘* Mr. Vaiyapuri Pillai says that the earliest date to which Valluvar can be assigned
is 600 A. D. and suggests that it accords with his date for Tolkappiar .... P.T.
Srinivasa Ayyangar says that Tiruvalluvar cannot be assigned to any century
earlier than the sixth century.”” == By N. Murugesa Mudaliar. Polity in Tirukkural
p. 18-21.
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misrerari 17 “gas srsdar wyaiGor, 952t plyCur 85
Bred T b5 sTEd Coustr@ 6T 6T g wiHCL s pdam B, T T
stwssmesAwes 18 ssvs gHmé GsrawLred, Jdsrol GQurm
arr STy FZvsmw prare] o Mwevrid,

FHISSTOD WES6T UTIhEMS & Mehd, 1psddv, G Bl F6D, W Sib,
urd erar p PBGUmL Bolur@Gurliy H@GHOT YL aduD 5FE FES
Do BwrissT S pdeT per. &) b Fonsafld, wpHH BTG UM
Beovmsefsd apm pCw Coul i wrBsed, 26 wr® Cuwig s sd, Bar
995560, Gousrreorenw ydw Qs niflsE6r pSHTHLWUTS e L
Qupper. urév Bl g g wéasr aufitium G& g Glarsr muig & Sib
oumLh b SATCT ST M o misui. eusTEHeUT ST G FD Cousmrevor e wGuw
IyludL g GOgrifors Gwhss. 9s5%méE &pHCw1d mriger
udCGaim Gur@mafilwsd BLowyEmaser ywbbg ear; 6 Fri®,
Qauaflpri® ourswflun et AGE55. @D CwrsssHd,
“Permpu srosCsr® Ul Lred smssTol Qurmaflwed srerf
MHBWTHT STH Weab soTaflopey QuppsTaaynd B)®5HS 5. 20
Bésmau @ Hvdsd ausirenoui ossreots Qur@aflwed euripes
Capp a55565mCw O STE 585 6 s5mAH ST . B)dT® pw o Hafwed
Qe & & @u;r_r')p, fssvrar QurmaTr sy owliysdrs GarswrL
2 wdled Ggmer Pujsirer ws Qurdalwsd &wm s 56 s 6 61T 575 611 il 637
dbsor aalvsGr wupHmés pyurlssTus GHAOGL 5588
ST @GLb.

17 “@grasridwss et dery awis mre Swégpor: Qsgrasrindur
STRWL TDSSTLP, B. . 4 Y PGB ToT YPGIT SGHUBTR, BGE
Goer 8. . 4 Qb srPpweTy PEU IpulL g @. (9. wpsBrIr® FTD
weT@sInE Coissarairas Qo rre EGSULUBL Quauurerer Qsros
BT puTESEN b WUUDET 1 b, el Gedy o eTILB LD srafwmsel gy UréE
safler Qerpsesn Qari_iseyin E05 GISSEHLD oTLIUL 1) 55 FEST ST E
EWEG WPHULL G DGEGDEr.” —L réL i wr, Qrrewrafisser, Sllp
QeaBu anneryl, w, 122,

18 sWwasmefuw (@5, Qur. 18.), uraswm, 6,u. 36.

19  sper il Yerearsl o s A T@Q

2 (p5giId o 1pBas 52 —Goer 1031
2 AUTT 2 VS5 FTIEEG ooz d ST D@3
ayarey aaarn Qur o s g —&mer 1032
20 ** Compared with modern times, the Sangam economy was simple and in fact

mostly self-sufficing. " = By Dr. N, Subrahmanian, Sangam Polity,  P. 219,
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S imehgri Gummafush

“oLbabBsdpe (1723-1790) wpearemsd Qur@gafiusd e g
saflp s Curdaub, Qurealwol upd olerdsdern BHovaw
i apobuw g bBgsrb,’2! aary Qurmalwsd & 5sZrur
ST &6 &6 i DAt pari. Y@ed Qur@Galusd 9 psm s FribHEHEs
Cousir Gur, g psms B 5 alwfulmssmmwr orsrudsd &)t ayih
RBH PYy&EEG. auralivdv. apsaisd, Qurmafwsied oy paTiusd oL b

arg1?? vy Qun Goflwe Depisdr smari. @, &SITWD,
@ bdr Gurarp Fowé Apslmurarisst gy pwHn Gurmafusd
QaTwraHy 2 L Curarp’ Qg g s fusear el%Tars, %dEIC
wiigpd (1842-1924), Qur@alumepiadr o psHar & madry
souailésCaairyw s6ar @) &r fluem wwr g &earmwmw?s ety mn s @i
@D NEs5S sBSMSU GG @D oupb s WA JII 6 sl wuras
wpisgelleri. “guiumidsd Qur@maflued o malwededlm b s
Cougu@darpg,”’?4 adrp &ms5H% Qaropu  QuEpbUTrTar
Cuwv pri@u Surwailuem flepissr o pmié Qarsr dst pari. oy e@sd
GQur@ailudld UPsHDG GLib 2 oTddrumss &IhIUgH6T
Sursit p gratCuisapn Ao Gur@mafwePop T sepi B)sr pib oty
oSG AT pari.  “srar Gusd sZodwsors GeorellLrgb
sreuy QuoBepisdr Csri misafar gymuwlimul upNE Qsrbse
EMS5SH65%0E GararyBésord. HCg CGurw, Qureailusd 9 n
slwers BeorHmbsrain, Qur@alumPepisdr 56iEam & s
Caple sdld 9w CuréCsr® G maéasmrb. Qurealusyb 9 pad

21 ' Before Adam Smith there had been much economic discussion: with him we
reach the stage of discussing economics . — By A. Gray, The, Development of
Economic Doctrine, P. ll.

22 “ Folitical economy, if kept within its proper limits, does not provide a code of
social ethics which will enable us to decide what is right or wrong, and what
is just orunjust. ' =By Henry Fawcett (1863), Manual of Political Economy, P. 5.

23 " Butethical forces are among those of which the economist has to take account.
Attempts have indeed been made to construct abstract science with regard to the
actions of an ‘ economic man ° who is under no ethical influences and who pursues
pecuniary gain warily and energetically, but mechanically and selfishly. But
they have not been successful, nor even thoroughly carried out. ' = By Alfred
Marshall, Principles of Economics, P. vi.

24 ' Economics deals with ascertainable facts; ethics with valuations and obligations.
The fields of enquiry are not on the same plane of discourse .. : Itis fundamentally
distinct from Ethics. ** = By Lionel Robbins, An Essay on the nature and significance
of Economic Science, P, 148 and [52.
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wumih supais Qararymédarp uGHyd 2 o @B, 25 srarm e
Uapril ersruwi &g farmi. susirapouy s Qur@aflusd &S 56 56T,
I pésms aurpelwadsdmpba Gfés wpyur@sarp Ggeafledsd, eurip
Hwsllsd pm ugHurar Qurmalws o FribssraCa Bmes
Causnr @Ower m 2 mFudsd 19p b FmasarT GLb.

susr@peur g GQurmaflus &®msHdsdTGustori 261 [Hmal
BT g1, sjoupewp G&nrss, 0sr@55 5 sGAGT D Hrors eiarn
GGl IpurGh. @s%r LisLi GQg.Qur. Sl d &bsSrer,
“Ap gdfuissr gnsCsr® Gorrs sriwdom sud, I moulfl
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| RELEVANCE OF VALLUVAM
10 1
MODERN POLITICAL ECONOMY

bad

et

1. Valluvam postulates its economic ideas in an overall
framework of Social Ethics. These ideasdo not belong to a “neutral”
science of economics. They are informed by value judgements.

2. Valluvam belongs to the realm of Praxeology. Economics
in Tiruva]luvar’s system of thought is a branch-of Science of Human
Action. It is not divorced from Politics. It is Political Economy par se.

3. Tiruvalluvar was an “‘innovator’ in the world of Econo-
mic Thought. How far such innovation was a reaction to contems-
porary economic thought and practice or how far was it an attempt
at “‘theorising”’—that is'to lay down a body of abiding general princi~
ples to serve as guide to universal economic action—is difficult to
determine. There is too little knowledge of the political, social and
economic conditions of Tiruvalluvar’s times.

4. There is an underlying vein of perenniality, universality
and robust dynamism in Tiruvalluvar’s ideas on the basic motivations
of economic progress.  These ideas are refreshingly original and
surprisingly modern in the context of current Growth Theories.

5. The non-economic ideas of Tiruvalluvar shouvld be linked
to his economic ideas and together they should be understood as in-
tegral parts of a total Theory of Social Change.
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6. For Tiruva]luvar, society is an integrated arrangement in
which the good of the individual harmonises with that of the commu-
nity. Personal ethics is not to be in conflict with Social ethics. This,
however, is not the same thing as in ADAM SMITH who relies on
the Invisible Hand to see that the interest of the State is the sum total
of the self-interest of the individuals.

7. Rationality is a pervasive feature of Tiruvalluvar’s philo-
sophy. Rational conduct consists in approximating the good of the
individual to that of Society. The reader is repeatedly exhorted to
employ his “grey cell’’ in this process.

8. The material values of life receive unprecedented emphasis
in Tirukkural. Assigning the spiritualistic values to the specialised
renunciates, Tiruvalluvar strikes a golden mean by indicating to the
rest a way of active economic functioning in a milieu of Social Ethics.
There is-an evident attempt to restore to their proper place the econo-
mic values that have been snowed under predommantly other-worldly
out-look on life.

9. Valluvam views poverty with horror. MARSHALL’S
famous dictum in the opening paragraphs of his PRINCIPLES that
<poverty is the degradation of the poor”’, sounds like an echo from the
two-millienia old Book of Kural.

10. Poverty is not divinely ordained. Itis man-made. ¢If
any one says poverty is God-made, let that God who made it himself
turn a beggar and taste its bitter pills”, so declaims Tiruva]luvar,
the Immortal Bard of Rationality, in bitter resentment of iniquitous
social arrangements.

II. NATURAL RESOURCES

11. In Tiruvalluvar’s system of economic values agriculture
holds the central place. In fact, the importance given to agriculture
is almost Physiocratic. The agriculturist is considered the lynchpin
of society and men of other pursuits are but followers in his camp.
May be this is a reaction to the then prevalent - economic thinking,
which had assigned to agriculture a low place in the (Social Order
even as the Physiocrat thmkmg was a reaction to the excessive 1mpor-
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tance given to Mercantilism.  That apart, Tiruvalluvar essays to
emphasise the perennial nature of an economic truth, only too fre-
quently forgotten by humanity in times of harvest abundance and too
poignantly remembered when drought and famine plague the land.
Tiruvalluvar views the economic system not in' terms of the fashion-
able measuring rod of exchange value prevalent today, but from the
angle of real values. The economic thoughts of Tiruvalluvar are
seminal in character and belong to an ““Economics of Permanence”
that has Welfare rather than Wealth as its content and goal.

12. Tiruva]luvar lays great emphasis on improved agricult-
ural techniques, as known in those days, and lays down a scale of
priorities in the use of various inputs. Was he not laying the found-
ations of a Green Revolution, which it took his indifferent followers
two thousand years to rediscover ?

13.  Valluvam extols rain next to God, and it refers to the
two waters-surface and subterranean-as the natural resources of an
ideal economy. Presumably much of the agricultural economy in
Tiruvalluvar’s days was dry-farming and rain—fed cropping. The
agricultural practices he refers to also belong to dry-farming. Large
irrigation works were evidently limited in number and spread in his
days.

III. HUMAN RESOURCES

14.  Although Tiruvalluvar mentions land, capital and human
resources as the basic factors of production, he gives great import-
ance to Human Resources. Natural resources and Capital will not
be wanting if human resources are there, Tiruvalluvar says. ‘ When
good Mother Earth sees those who plead poverty and remain idle,
she will laugh at them”. He is obviously advocating intensive
farming.

15. From this follows a condemnation of absentee land-
lordism. “If a farmer will stay without visiting his fields, the field
will go into sulks like his wife”>,

16. Valluvam berates begging in unequivocal terms. * There
is nothing sweeter to eat than what one ekes out by sweat of his
brow-be it only limpid watery gruel.” — Human dignity is all.
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17. Valluvam acclaims Human Endeavour as the main spring
of economic progress. “‘Sloth of the individual is a ' menace to the
collective prosperity of the Society”.

18. Behind all human endeavour is the determination for
what the moderns say, the n-achievement”. ¢Wealth will enquire
the way and go to him who has unwavering zeal”. Troubles, accord-
ing to Valluvam, should be considered only as a creation of the mind.

19. All poverty is the result of lack of untiring endeavour.
Perseverance, zeal, dauntless courage in the face of calamities and
an ‘“‘animal spirit” that knows of no sloth—these can make even
“black Fate retreat”. By steadfastness of purpose, planners achieve
what they had planned.

20. All men are born equal, Valluvam proclaims. It says,
birth does not confer status, but work does. In his times, the farmer
was a low-born; -therefore, farming was an inferior occupation.
Valluvam derides this philosophy. By declaring farming as the
noblest of professions, he confers on the farmer the right to high
respect in Society. Valluvam reverses the scale of economic values ;
it confers dignity on labour—unknown to society of his days until
then.

21. Tiruvalluvar sets great store by specialised knowledge.
“Expert opinion should serve as an unfailing guide to human action”,
Valluvam says and adds, ‘ let him, therefore, who has jundertaken
a project obtain the opinion of those who know its intricacies”.

1V. THE STATE IN RELATION TO ECONOMIC PROGRESS

22. The State is a positive force actively concerned with
production, maintenance and distribution of wealth. It is not grand
¢ policeman >’ of laissez faire school.

23. The family is the nucleus and motor force of economic
striving. In the uplift of the family, leadership finds its fulfilment,
and collective good its achievement. :

24. Political security depends on economic security. There-
fore, it is incumbent on the State to augment its economic resou-
rces by all fair means.
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25. The “sources o frevenue” according to Va]juvam are
three—escheats, customs, and tributes from vassal states. There is
no mention of land revenue in Va]luvam—a source of State revenue
accepted by all writers on ancient Indian polity. This departure of
Tiruva]luvar requires to be pondered over. It becomes intelligible,
however, in the context of his revolutionary emphasis on agriculture,
which, despite being basic, had had a raw deal in his days.

V. NON-ECONOMIC FACTORS IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

26. Great stress is laid on education as condition of
economic growth. ¢Learning is the most valuable and imperishable
wealth; other things are not”. This should be related to the stress
laid on the development of Human Resources in Va]juvam.

27. Where universal literacy is not possible, Va]juvam
pleads for audio-education. ¢ Wealth of wealth is the aural
wealth, since that wealth tops all other wealth >, declares Va]juvam-

28. Valluvam points out the importance of Public Health.
It wants that a country should be free from epidemics and much of
medicine should be preventive medicine. Public Health, Valluvam
considers, depends on the active life of the citizens and their correct
habits of eating and exercising.

29. Valluvam holds that gambling, drinking and promis-
cuous sex life do not contribute to society’s economic progress.
<“Dissembling dames, drinks and dice are the friends of those aban-
doned by the goddess of wealth” is the warning of Va]]Juvam.

30. Hoarding is anti-social. Tiruva]juvar characterises it
as “demoniac”’. Hoarded wealth is ““like a tree bearing poisonous
fruit in the centre of a populous settlement”. It helps none and
spells desrtuction all around.
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1. When one reads through the chapters on “A ram” and
“Poru] ” one is struck by the fact that Valluvar has many state-
ments which convey modern economic ideas either overtly or tacitly.
If these ideas were to be reorganised on the lines of modern econo-
mic science, we will get a structure of normative economics which has
a bearing on modern economic problems. These ideas which origi-
nated in Valluvar’s mind over two thousand years ago are surpri-
singly modern and evoke admiration. Very often economists are
struck by the fact that Marshall had stated many conclusions which
to-day have been formulated only after a lot of research. We who
admire Marshall for his wisdom and vision cannot but be surprised
by the freshness and contemporary applicability of Valluvar’s ideas.

In the chapter on ¢ Pulal maruttal” (ymrsb wméssd) there
isa coupletin which the statement < porulatci porratarkkillai
Qurmerrid Gurpm sri&dd&v) occurs. The implications of
this statement are found scattered all over the chapters on Porul and
Aram. The purpose of this short article is to gather them up rather
than to explain them in detail.

2. In thisstatement, “porral” comes under production and
“Porulatci” under consumption and distribution in modern economic
science. Valluvar has explained why wealth must be made, in the
chapter on Poru] Ceyal Vakai (Quirmsir Gauwso auema), asa close
reading of each couplet there would indicate. But how wealth must
be made and how it must be used are not stated so compactly in any
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of the chapters, but these are found scattered over the chapters. The
term porral is not used by Va]luvar in its narrow sense, i.e. to mean
simply conservation of acquired wealth. He seems to be aware that
wealth will be used atleast partly for consumption and hence the term
is used in its wider sense of not only conserving but also maintaining
and developing it. This maintaining and developing of capital is an
obligation of the individual as well of other economic institutions. In
> order to fulfil this obligation one must use a part of one’s income for
replacing the capital worn out in the process of production (wealth
making).

That Valjuvar means by porral (Gurmmsd) not only con-
servation but also the maintenance and development of capital is
supported by the commeutary given by Parimglalakar on couplet
No. 477. He says that any unit of income must be divided into 4
parts of which two must be used for personal consumption, one for
future contingency (saving) and one for giving (to others). Itis
the part set apart for future which obviously goes to capital formation.
One way ask whether he is not referring here merely to conservation
for future use. The answer is that there are statements in Kura]
which suggest that Valluvar contemplated this second part not
only as a provision for future needs but also as a source of capital
for future creation of wealth. He says there is no income for those
who do not have capital (449) and the intelligent will not attempt
any enterprise which will involve loss of capital (463). He also
speaks of owned capital (mawssd 758). Where would this capital
have come from unless from this saved part ? Hence I suggest that
the word porral is used to cover conservation of capital. In the
couplet 626 the word ““ omputal” (qibrse) has obviously such
a wide implication and hence one can equate porral and omputal
with the wider concept referred to above.

Let us have a look what Valluvar has to say about psrral in
this wider sense. Since there is no income without capital (mutal
tlarkku atiyam illai (psedride owHun Haozv), there is
obviously need for owned capital. Since the enterprise based entirely
upon borrowed capital has to bear an interest cost which may deny
the emergence of a net return and there may sometimes be loss in
the enterprise, the enterpriser who has his own capital in business
has in this capital a risk absorber. Further lenders will be willing
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to lend large amounts and at low rate of interest only if they find
that the owner of the enterprise has risked his own capital. For
undertaking any risky enterprise such owned’ capital is a necessity 1f
borrowed capital is to venture to share the risk and when such owned
capital is there in the business the businessman can havea care-free
and fearless attitude to risk because even if a loss were to occur,
his own capital will be there to absorb the risk without his credit
standing being affected.  In competitive business violent battles are
waged by giants and those who have their own capital will have
greater courage to fight the battle to finish than those who depend
on borrowed capital. ~ This is what we see in ad\ anccd industrial
countries. It is perhaps keeping in mind such a situtation that
Valluvar has stated in couplet 758 that one who carnes on business
with his own capital can be compared to one who is standing on a
rock and fearlessly watching a huge battle going on among elephants.’
It is in realisation of the importance of owned capital that modern
business houses have increasingly been relying on internal finance
and mercantile law also enjoins a share capital and directors’ owner-
ship of some amount of capital. Unless explained on these lines one
cannot bring out fully the implications of the comparison found in
the couplet.

3. Onthe method of making wealth Valluvar has given certain
guidelines of conduct. One should not start business about which
he is not clear (464). In this process of consultation and decision.
he must prepare a financial budget which would show the rotational
income and the costs involved, so that he can know the returns to
be expected. The couplet 461 enjoins that the revenue and the cost
patterns and the return patierns must be examined and decision!
taken. In this first accounting and financial budgeting the measuring)
rod is the return * Gitiyam ” (2m Jwib) or more correetly the pattern
of positive return ‘“aki vali payakkum atiyam” (g #eud
uwsGw omHuib). Valluvar seems to give a glimpse of elaborate
discussion of capital, income and return. If this is the test for launch-
ing a new business what is the test for expansion of business U
Valluvar in couplet 463 says that the intelligent would not expand
prematurely with impatience for growth (g ésw &H @gm
Duécn Qeusidn swasri APeymwri) if there is  any
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likelihood of loss of capital in this expansion. All these ideas show
a surprising modernity about them and it is the genius of Va]luvar
to have seen the fundamentals of modern business finance and
investment long long ago.

4. Let us turn next to the use of wealth (‘‘porulatci”). We
have in the foregoing paragraphs made indirectly reference to the use
of wealth for business which is one of the uses contemplated by
Valluvar. Letus therefore look at the other uses which he had in
mind.

The non-business uses of wealth or income are personal con-
sumption, charity and help (mwa, guyrey). These are the uses
of a house-holder, for which also Valjuvar has certain guidelines.
Live within the means (479). Give within the limits of income (477)
and help considering the limits of your capacity (480). How is one
to know these limits? Valluvar suggests that atevery stage one
should compare the income (w,&rp) and “outgo™ (Gursmy) and
however small the income so long as it is not exceeded by outgo there
is no danger to your solvency (428). Otherwise when outgo exceeds
income you will collapse. This injunction is simple common sense
but its formulation in modern terms is a matter for admiration.
Now how about the other uses?

When Valluvar thinks of the use of wealth he sees before him
two categories of men: those who share with others through charity
and help and those who fail to exploit the use of wealth and are
miserly. Valluvar sees clearly the economic implications of both
types. In the chapter on  Nanriyil Celvam*’ (mesr gflufsv- G 560 anib)
he elaborates the consequences of miserliness. A miser only knows
that wealth is omnipotent (Gur@srrer b sTsbsvrid), but his
attachment to it is so great that he never makes use of it. His
conservation of wealth is harmful to the country (1006). How is his
miserliness harmful (7 55)? This can be easily seen by those conver-
sant with modern economics. He does not use the wealth for his
own consumption or for investment or for charity or for helping
others. Hence there is hoarding of wealth which the modern econo-
mists condemn. Valjuvar gives a beautiful simile in the couplet 1007
which says that hoarding of wealth is comparable to the locking of a
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beautiful maiden until she ages and decays in the lock up. This
comparison describes only the consequences to himself of not bene-
fiting by the possession of his wealth. But Va]juvar gives another
comparison which shows the consequences to the community. He
compares the miser to a flourishing poisonous tree in the midst of
the village. Both the similes are capable of deeper analysis so as to
draw out surprisingly modern theoretical implications.

Let us next turn to one who does not hoard, but makes use of
wealth for non-commercial purposes. He uses wealth not only for
his personal consumption but also for charity and economic help
(&, @uiyra)). Valluvar makes a distinction between *ikai’ and
¢ Oppuravu. > The former refers to help in distress to provide the
basic necessities of life to those in utter poverty and Oppuravu
refers to help given with the view to pull up economically those
around him who are for some reason in economic backwardness.
The motives in the two cases are different. The first is moral and
the second is economic. In connection with these two uses Vajjuvar
gives beautiful examples which are pregnant with implications. He
compares such wise use of wealth to a fruit-bearing tree in the midst
of the village, a medicinal tree and a village tank. The fruit-bearing
tree in the midst of the village saves the people from the need
for going to other villages for fruits and it provides not only fruits
within the village but also the seeds which are capable of being sown
and fresh trees being reared in every house. The medicinal plant
never fails in its medicinal properties and it is never unavailable
because every part of it is capable of use. The village tank in spite
of continuous use replanishes itself and feeds the village. Such a
person who is willing to help others is a great source of economic
strength to the community and Vajluvar gives a couplet which I
have learnt to admire for its deep economic implications. The
couplet is the 226th. A simple meaning which is found in the
commentaries is that the removal of hunger takes place at the point
where wealth is accumulated. But1 feel considering the depth of
Valluvar’s ideas this couplet has greater economic significance. It
means that when one makes an investment of his wealth there
occurs the removal of all the poverty and famine suffered by the non-
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possessing. + I think this couplet can bear interpretation in terms of
modern theory of employment which emphasises the need.for invest-
ment in order to eradicate. poverty.

5. Inthe foregofno exposition I have barely hinted at the poten-
tialities of Valluvar s couplets for mterpretatlon in terms of modern
economic thinking. Iti is possible to go deeper into each couplet and
build up a completed phllosophy of economic thinking which will be
found to be of ever—]astmg value and be in consonance with current
economlc thmkmg There are many other statements snmlar to. the
ones covered in this short article for whlch explanation in terms of
current economic thmkmg can be given.. But we. ,should always
remember that Valluyar was not writing a treatise on Economlcs,
much less a. positive Scxence of Economlcs He was preparing a
guide for human conduct but 1nc1dentally he has given some
economic ideas which are mamly normatlvc in, character w1th a hlgh
practlcal content It is on. these hnes that his ideas must be undcr-»
stood . and apprec1ated

y
&
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1 lNTRODUCTORY ' ‘
v R 7 YAl
TlIllkkLl[dl is'one of the two most an01ent and most outstand-
ing Tamil Classics (the other being - Tolkappiyam). - It is the master=
piece of Tamil literature—one  of the highest and purest expressions
of human thought—the prlde of Tamit Natu'and the crowmns: glory

of its culture.

Tirukkural is classified among: the didactic works of the
Sangam Age. . Itisiconsidered a workiof ethics par excellence and
rightly referred to as the Blble of Mankmd ” and | the Universa
Common Scripture . e koo v

Kural is in three parts—Ethics (Ajam) Wealth and Polity
(Porul), and Love (Kamam) - Of the totdl 1330 cotiplets, 700 deal
with porul and Porutpal in Kugal can thercfore be,.considered as a
treatise on political economy. Economics; to Tiruvalluvar, is poli-
tical economy as it has been to the founders of Econbmics. (Econo-
mics was part and parcel of politics for ‘léng; it came to be treated
as a distinct discipline only after the pubhcatlon of L THE WEALTH OF
NATIONS *> by APAM SMITH in 1776

2. DEFINITION OF PUBLIC FINANCE

Valluvar’s conception- of Pubhc Flnance’ is“'not at wariance
from the views of economists. Public Finance as that branch of
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economics dealing with public revenue, public expenditure, public
debt and financial administration finds expression in the couplet

which says,

“A King is he who treasure gains, stores up, defends,
And duly for his Kingdom’s weal expends.”!

Storing up and defending of revenues can conveniently be brought
under Financial Administration; and public debt under revenue.

3. PUBLIC REVENUE

The very first couplet in Porutpal mentions wealth as one
among the constituent elements of the State : * He who possesses
these six things—an army, a people, wealth, ministers, friends and
a fortress, is a lion among Kings” (381)2. In fact, wealth sus-
tains all the rest. ““ An army can triumph if it is free from dimin-
ution, irremediable aversion and poverty > (769) 3. Itis the duty
of the King to protect his subjects (388)4 and to take * care of
people’s weal > (390)5 which ofcourse are possible only when he
has adeguate wealth. One of the four tests to choose ministers is
wealth (501)6. To befriend others, again wealth is required for
“ an unfailing Jamp, as it is, goes to every place designed and dispels
darkness or quells enmity” (753)7. The strength of a fortress also
depends on its ‘stock of food” (745)8 and “all the provisions”
(746)?. 1In the chapter on ““The Knowledge of Power” — (48)—
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he mentions only the physical and the financial might as the two
tests of strength. So, acquisition of wealth becomes the paramount
duty of the State. No wonder, being a moralist, Valluvar is very
categorical about the means. He says' that wealth should be
“acquired with a knowledge of the proper means and without foul
practices” (754)10. Again he advocates to “discard and give up the
making of wealth by loss of grace and love” (755)11, Such a kind
of wealth proper comes from three sources (756)12: (i) Kingdom’s
dues (Ugu Poru}), (ii) Customs duties (Ulku Porul), (iii) Spoils of
war (Teru Poru]). Kingdom’s dues are correlative to the protective
functions of the state. Customs duties are just, for their burden
falls only on broad shoulders. The admissability of spoils of war
rests on the fact that they are in the nature of reparations.

Commentators differ widely on the meaning of the term Uru
Poru] 13. Parimelalakar, the commentator on the Kura] takes Uru
Poru] to mean ““treasure-troves and escheats’ while some scholars hold
that it means < land tax’. This latter interpretation is based on the
view that Uru Poru] means ‘wealth that is one’s due’, i.e. land
revenue for a king.

The traditional rate of land revenue was 1/6 of the produce
of the land.  But Parimglalakar in his commentary on the Ku ral
(43)14 says that the revenue payable to the King was 1/6 not of the
produce of the land but of the total income of a subject. So the
1/6 becomes a kind of tax on all kinds of incomes and ceases to be
merely land revenue. He bases his contention on the fact that the
poet has prescribed (1) the manes (2) the gods (3) the guests
(4) the relatives and (3) oneself as the five unavoidable claimants,
and in this order of priority, to the other five parts of one’s income;
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13 Sangam Polity, Dr. N. Subrahmanian, P. 204.:
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for after these have been spent the remaining 1/6 is to be paid to the
King. The Kural text itself however does not menuon the rate of
taxation; it only says that six persons have proper claim over a
person’s income. There is no suggestion' that these ¢laimants receive
equal share. i So the King’s share could easrly be moré or ]eSS 1 /61’ i

Val}uvar draws a line between i creahoh of resources an
“earning”” of funds by the State (385)13 It is the primary functlon
of the State to enable the fuller exploitation of the resources of the
country. This development leads to the enrichment of the country
and then the State enJoys a right'to earn a share in that betterment
He points out the “never failing yields of the harvest” (731)! 7 as
one of the attributes of a great nation. * The Country which grows
greatly in prosperity ”” alone is worth the name (732)'8.  Valjuvar
expects the King to choose as his counsellors only: those * who can'
improve the resources and increase the wealth ” (512)19.

Thus the right of the King to earn his revenues depends on
his duty to develop the resources of the country and thereby the
taxable capacity of the people. While elaboratmg the concept of
‘Tyranny’, Valluvar points out that “ the condition of the rich i 1s
more galling than that of the poor under the rule of the tyrant
prince >’ (558)20 implying thereby that under tyranny the taxes
will be disproportionate. Thus it seems that Valluvar has in mind a
quid Proquo theory of taxation. That he disapproves the so-called
regal rights of the King over people’s wealth is clear from his state-
ment, “The request (for money) of h1m who holds. the sceptre is,
like the word of a highway tobber who stands with a weapon in
hand and says ‘give up your wealth”, (552)21. “Iravu’ in couplet 552,

15 Sangam Polity, Dr. N. Subrahmanian, p- 200. ° AR
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means extra demands or forced gifts. Thus according to Valjuvar,
taxation must be equitable and according to custom ; unjilst or
unusual taxation, the demand of ‘forced gifts’, etc., were considered
iniquities; they constituted despotism — Kotunikonmai. He says that
acquisition of wealth or revenue by unfair means ruins the revenue as
well as the collector, i.e., the King (660)22. Thus, taxation by
consent and not by compulsion is the dominant canon in Ku ral.

That Valluvar is a supporter of remission of taxes at times
of distress is evident when he says that “ he is a light among Kings
who has these four excellences—munificence, gracefulness, justice
and care of commonweal” (390)23. 1In fact Manakkutavar interprets

the words “‘gracefulness” as “‘postponement of payment of taxes”
and ‘commonweal’ as ‘“remission of taxes”.

4. PUBLIC EXPENDITURE

Public expenditure, according to Parimzlalakar, broadly falls
into (i) Defence (ii) Public works (iii) Social service 24. According
to Valluvar, the State far from being a grand police man is nearer to
the welfare ideal. Public expenditure according to Valluvar does
not aim at bridging the gap between the rich and the poor. Couplet
105825 says, ‘“ A world devoid of beggars would be so monotonous
that it would be like a society of dancing wooden puppets”.

¢Liberality’ and ‘Economy’ are the guiding principles of
public expenditure in Tirukkural.  ‘Close-fisted parsimony is not a
vice to be classed with other vices; it formeth a class apart” (438)2¢6.
In the same breath, he advocates a cost-benefit approach on all
financial undertakings. Says he, ‘After much deliberation over

22 BSmsspar 660 swggre QuUragarGesuGs wrfssd USLHT
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profit and loss and final gains, launch on a task’ (461)27. * It mattes
reth not' if the feeder channel is strait, provided that the draining
channel is not wider’” (478)28. Thus Valluvar is against any
squandering of the resources by the State.

Valluvar also stresses that the Government is not only a
guardian of the present but more than that, itis a trustee for the
future. He enjoins upon the King “to conserve and divide] the
substance “(477). So, he is against indiscriminate offering of
gifts and munificence to the King (477 & 480)29. The role of the
State in conserving the resources as to encourage capital formation
has been beautifully brought out by Valluvar as follows.  The
wise venture not on business which loses the capital in quest of the
profit > (463)30.

One important item of expenditure over which Va]luvar is
very specific is that ‘on cherishing one’s kindred’ (53). “To live
surrounded by relatives is the advantage to be derived from the
acquisition of wealth” (524)31. <The crow invites its kind to share
its prey without concealing it ; fortune abides only with men of a
similar nature” (557)32. This is unavoidable in monarchy where
the possibility of palace revolution is unlimited. In the mean time,
Valluvar disapproves nepotism of any sort and says : “ A King’s
work can only be accomplished by a man of wisdom and patient
endurance, itis not of a nature to be given to one from mere
personal attachment” (515)33. It is interesting to note that Kural
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disapproves gambling which our scriptures describe asa “Royal
game”. Drinking has also been treated with the utmost disfavour.
The private life of the King should also be free from blemishes
and it is in this context that he looks down upon prostitution. All
these ‘don’ts’ prescribed to the King flow from Valluvar’s conviction
that it is totally wrong for public men to squander public money
for private gratification.

5. PUBLIC DEBT

Excepting for ¢ Iravu’ (552)34, no mention is made about
public debt.

6. BUDGETARY POLICY

Valluvar’s guiding principles of a sound budgetary policy
appear to be these: < Budget for a surplus, if possible ; balance
it at other times, but never budget for a deficit”35. Though
economic pundits hold the view that the budget need not be balanced
in any particular year, they agree that there should be a balancing
over a period of years.

34 Sumaegpear 552 Galwr® dermer @Gerer pHGuUT b
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35. Economic ldeas of Thiruvalluvar, Dr. B. Natarajan, P. 36.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

1. There are many chapters under the heads oyrdwso and
Y mwéfuwsd which give us illuminating ideas on the role of 2 model
entrepreneur. I confess that I am only trying to apply the general
principles of administration enunciated by Valjuvar to the case of
‘the entrepreneur. Modern administrative theory is basically appli-
cable to both public administration and business administration.
Hence on the basis that the principles of administrative behaviour
found in Kura] can be applied to business behaviour, an attempt
is made here to describe the functions of the entrepreneur in the
modern set up.

The role of the entrepreneur consists of deciding on a paying
proposition, planning for an action to implement it, gathering the
_resources human and material, setting up an organisation for impleme-
ntation and directing and controlling its activities towards the achieve-
ment of the object. The entrepreneur may be an individual, a part-
nership or a corporation in the modern context. But for all of them
the basic administrative principles are the same. Va]juvar has given
us many guidelines on the choice of objective or goal, the method of
planning for achieving the goal and the principles of organisation,
direction and control. His ideas are so fundamental that they can
be drawn upon in any discussion of model entrepreneurship or busi-
ness administration or planning.
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2. The approach of Va]luvar is ethical or norm ative as has been
the case with the Greek philosopher and Mediaeval scholastics. Even
down to ADAM SMITH, the treatment of any aspect of society by great
thinkers has been rather philosophical ; and often political, economic
and moral philosophy went together since they were all directed to-
wards providing guidelines for the art of living.  The aim of the
thinkers was a unified philosophy of life which could not admit of
departmentalisation such as that we find today with the emergence of
sciences like politics, economics and ethics. Their approach has been
analytical rather than classificatory. In our own country this philo-
sophy is enshrined in the saying oypi GQur@st @Gearub o6
oL se0 B puwGar,! which means that great works should promote
all these four ends. Hence the great work Kural gives us a composite
philosophy of life which takes account of the political economic and
‘moral aspects of well-being. Therefore Va}luvar’s ideas.on economic
or business administration have a normative touch about them and
all his ideas on ends and means are permeated by a moral ‘overtone.

3. The first step in entreprenial endeavour is to decide and to

set up a goal or objective for achievement. This step involves the choice

-of a line of activity, project or business. In this choice in the modern
economy the chief consideration is profitability.  Valluvar is not

against profit-making since he refers to and emphasises return

(2ar Huwib) frequently but he wants profit to be made in a business

which has a moral, social sanction and by a method which is morally

unassailable. He advises us that the choice of business must be well

" thought out :* srevr swfl & yewflas swwid 467. This thinking involves
“both moral and material considerations. He explains both of them. He
“says as for moral aspect ‘stéirarr g sTovorswild QFuwisd Gauewor Hib 470,
The choice of ends must be above reproach; otherwise the world will

not accept what is indefensible : swWQwr® GsrsrsrrTs GamsrarT

s10@.2 While matetial resources (%i%wr psvib) will yield profits moral

worth of the activity will give not only profits but also non-material

1 pargre Qurgiurwdyw 10

R arorerm g e omis dawé@ma&r@m SwQnre

Qsrereorm 5 Qarearerr g 2 @& (@ meir 470)
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advantage like (fame) y&ip in this world : 9% b Gouessrigw
srsbeord s (651). He emphasises elsewhere that we must give up
activities which do not have both fame.and benefit: erer b pma)s6
Geouewor Bib peT M Lweuraidor.3 Activities which are morally pure
will give both these:

AU ) QTP [ELID D EE T 21K/

SaSHw TeuC @ 2 ulisiS. (@msir 31)
I do not know if there is any difference between Qewsd in ‘chapter
47 and 9%t in chapter 66; both may mean either what one does
or how one does. However it appears to me that the ‘chapter
G sfp s Qewdaims empha51ses more the material (business) aspect
while the chapter on 9% 5 grimw (Purity of Actlon) emphasises
the moral aspect of business choice; but while in the former only
the couplet 470 refers to morality, most of el%wssrimw is
concerned with the moral aspect possibly because means are more
likely to be immoral than the ends. °

4. Turning next to the material aspect of discrimination and
decision (s svor swfl $ suewflgs0) Valluvar emphasises first the need
for clarity in the objective :

Qs Vs&%rE O SrLmISTT Zof6 a6 oy

TSUUN L G55 Uy, (@ st 464)
Very often people choose a line of business with a notion of
possibilities and profitability. Such projects are doomed to fail
and call forth disgrace. Therefore those who mind (disgrace from
failure) will try to investigate and assess the possibilities. In making a
decision an important consideration is not only that the objective is
good in itself but is also suitable to one’s nature :

BRI @HD 3G 5 KB Ly [T

Ut b STHmGE S, C 4 (@ osit 469)
Very often people imitate others and choose ocwpatlons which
are not suitable to their temperament, character or 1deology and later
on regret after burning their fingers. This Valjuvar warns againsc.
Therefore the first thing to consider is one’s nature.

8 eaarm Qumrmese Gauam@L. q:s@do:r@
ser B Uwair & & : (@pan 652)
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5. Next come iﬁvéstigation and analysis of the situation
Before action. The elements to be considered in this analysis are
summarised beautifully in a single distich :

Qui 5T SG ST VW N @G @) LBy
Beor 7 a@Teis Qrwa (®wsr 675)

The obJect, means or resources, time, method, place all these are to
be considered and an unequnvocal decision must be taken. Detailed
guidance is given by Valluvar in variouslchapters and distichs. on
these elements to be considered in such investigation. I submit that
Gumrsir Tefers here not to money but to the objective or project.
.For the assessment of the worthwhileness of the project, Valluvar
has ngen a number of tests. He warns agamst specu]atlve enterprise
or. short cuts to wealth-making : ;

,%aaﬂy fz@rgf? W SAYPES s G uiaf Ear :

sorE&T it 9y Plo/r. WAL, (@ s 463)

i

He enjoins that there must be a project analysis:

Aploayth Bty pHMwnE S g b

WIBUU YD UNGESF Qoruwe. (& meir 676)
A financial budgeting is also required so that the trend of costs, the
trend of revenue, the trend of growth and the trend of profits can be
ascertained in advance :

.g»/y?a/gy.ew_w 26y FT 21D e‘)ﬁcﬁ s 201101 &S D
o Quipth i g CFw . (emsir 461)

But in this investigation and plannmg it is advisable to have
consultation with experts. o7 svor swfl & syswti g6d  includes not only
frsirsrfn'g sTesTemild QFwsd, Asaflelwsdr s GQErLmsTHL but
also Gsfss Bars0sr® GCsi b0 s wmid Qewsd (462). Here
he'‘refers to both consultative functions at the irception of a business
and to the staff functions after the starting of business. “The reason
for such consultation is, first the processes must be clearly planned
and integrated : aumswmd Gipsebd (465). Second]y, a choice must be
made among alternatives because :

| QFU GEE g QFWEESBW CFU) S5 ;
Qrrwremw wiramy CE@.W (®msir 466)

and thirdly technique must be _clear because:

Y DDIT U SST Qd5S S LIV BT DY
CGurippayn Quidgl u®L. (@ e 468)
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Hence for financial budgeting, technical planning, process planning
and choice of technique, consultation is necessary. Such consultation
may take sometimes the form of, not consultation with individuals,
but of a committee. Hence Valluvar says @gsfss Bars6sr®
which means the category of knowledgeable and experienced people.

6. As a result of these deliberations it will become clear that
one’s means or resources (smal) must be assessed. The demands of
the job, one’s own resources, resources of competitors, ancillary
services available such as state patronage and financial support must
be considered :

a7 &urey duyth STy Qusth 107 HIRST &/ OUfth

Sy Wluth FI SHRF QT w6 (®msir 471)
because we have today as in the days of Vajjuvar numerable
instances of business men and concerns over-reaching themselves and
breaking down :

o o FSD VSWw B W 20E%S St 29 EH

Lt EEMT WA/ STH UK. (®msir 473)
Very often people are attracted 10 projects by their novelty, or their

ambition outruns discretion so that they over estimate their capacity.
The consequence is heedless venture and collapse :

Yy SN QESTYPIAGT 867 Bl s 76T &6 &
Ww b STHT QIeng g QBB . (®msiv 474)

These are all advices for those who are aboutto start businesses,
But there is also advice for those who are carried off their feet by
their successes and who plunge into new directions forgetting the
limitations of their resources and personnel capacity for management.
This is warned against in distichs (475 and 476) :

QUi sr&n@h FA MY S UUHTL W

T G5 s Quuier (@msit 475)
BIREQE Tt F BT e Wi FT LT

2 Uiy £ HR H@w. (®osit 476)

The conclusion therefore is that in launching on a project one must
limit oneself to what is practicable within the means. Given this
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caution, nothing is impossible of achievement :

@&esr SMe SN 5ESH SO &6 5F
QF T TEGF CFDVTE FH6D- (®psir 472)

7. These thoughts lead to the financial aspects of the enter-
prise. Valluvar states that there is no return to one without capital :
wsdwrise o Hwid GoZv. Of course he does not say here where
the capital comes from. Since he says #riGevrid&sv&v BHzv this can
be taken to refer to moral and monetary support from others. But he
does make a specific mention of owned capital in distich 758 :

SHTC M wrEpriy3un i ST DGO ST ndG6S M er

Ly L T SF QFurey mear eF Eor. (@per 758)
He compares one who carries on business with one’s own capital to
one witnessing fearlessly the battle of elephants from a position on the
rocks. He does not say m& $G@ gsvovrib o _eworL &, but &S0 g eT p
o ewrims. Possibly this means capital may come from elsewhere
too. Though there is no mention about borrowed capital and in-
terest payment still his statement can bear the weight of modern
interpretation to include external sources of capital too.

8. Another element mentioned by Valluvar in regard to the
planning of a project is the choice of time for action. Interpreted
in terms of modern economic environment, this enjoins that businesses
should be launched during an upswing of the economy. The wise
business man will be prepared for industrial fluctuations and pounce
upon an opportunity when it occurs. The relevant distichs are 485
486, 487, 489, 490.¢ The successful ones will resile like a goat
about to start an attack. When the enemies deride him for his

4 1 asrobsGH QLU SmEST S

@I SWF LT (@ per 485)
2. owash o wrer @@®&s QU sair

BréspGL GUmLL FME S S (@ peor 486)
3. QurerQerar mBs ypwBaiyri &rebUTT S5

o a1 Gaurdin gerefl wair (@mpar 487)
4, aiisD s FoOwssEsrew 2ndonGw .

Qewigp siw Q& we v (@ par 489)
5. QzraGarsds b UGS Gl 10D D ST ,

©50arés Ergs QL5 (@ per 490)
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timidity, he will not be upset. When the rare opportunity occurs
he will do the impossible by seizing it.

9. Turning next to place (BL sr) we have sound advice as to
the importance of location for action in chapter 50. Though this
chapter appears to be, as the other chapters, related to planning
of military missions, the fundamental principles enunciated are
applicable also to a business venture.

10. Finally we come to @92 : the planning of the activities
to be carried out. In carrying out a project the first requirement is
the choice of the proper personnel. The personnel include both
the top executives and the staff at lower levels. Valluvar places his
emphasis on resoluteness or determination as a fundamental
requisite for the top executive or entrepreneur.

Faultless action is nothing but resoluteness or mental calibre. 5
Without this it is impossible to carry out what one wants to do.6 [t
helps us to carry through without discomfiture and hesitation. 7 The
world needs only such men ; all other qualifications are not so
much valued by it,8 because the world judges by results, not by
excuses. It enables one to carry on the project to finish.9 Another
requirement is o fley (wisdom) or absence of Guim g ¢

Cuadgemw aatuG Srar Mlwabsafar o &6 et ®
oor Purh QUAE L. (®meir 831)

As for the other staff Valluvar mentions a number of
requirements. The men should be selected with care which means

5 &% 5@ eraru @ gr@maer war g FL L

wopMPpw TR TL 9D (omer 661)
6 Qsre gy Fe wri&E L e eflw gyflw g

Qe revelw aererw QFwe (Goer 664)
7 1. seomsrg v QISTESET HAMWIT G

SGrésb 965 DFwue (& mer 668)

2. sarQmure o ppiar @oareaw Baad ey er

20 pearui Yuisgair Gamer (emer 662)
8 a s P L aTWHwE s gyd &SP U

Caarreang GaanLr g o @ (Goer 670)
9 s 6Qsr 65 QFugss sravew @l &@srl @er

TOw Sepuwt FGH (spér 663)
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proper assessment.!0 The choice of staff depends both on job
specifications and man specifications :

Qerusoy s B NS Frpd STOSE ST

QuLurs o i g CFus 6. (@psr 516)
Qs &or Qatrerrd QFu vapemm yaraf dor
2 07 Y My TST 2 67T th QST 6D. (®msir 677)

Having analised the job requirements, the qualifications of the men
have to be such as to fit in these jobs :
Y DESTDPNF QFURADUTD SOXTD 07 Eor &MaT
AmsSreraar G pespury meray . (emeir 515)

The qualifications are determined by consideration of
character, ! the family background,!? previous knowledge,13 etc.
Every job requires certain qualifications but all men may not reach
the maximum requirements. Some compromise is often required
but the compromise can be only on qualifications which
could be improved after employment, not on fundamentals like cha-
racter. Technical knowledge referred to in (515) 14 and training can be
improved and this possibility must be kept in view:

& ensgusmer B FMusd KT 0D 0% G WS 17657
Corys WIESF LD (®mer 514)
Valluvar gives due latitude for such compromise. He says :

YRS mFDUpn ST /1D G F T uy kST D

QFr v A5 Qevafay. (®meir 503)
10 GCorrear Upén s Qgolssrer alfapem
Sorr @@ ey 2D (& mer 508)
11 1, o pulurger @eruih » 1 g&e b srer Dar 2
200 gfsg Gs%pl U@k (gosr 501)
2 gerupe CsoHpin a/eun',@sérénm Qssrer G w
seaTEoL wrer G Qgefa (6ot 513)
12 GYUlptg GPDSBer EmE a@LUufuh
\ sreme o wrear UG Qgafa) (@ per 502)
13 IDwors Csmsd Qs b pairi
UpPor sreyi Lh (@osr 506)
i4 IPssrppE Qe purp sewer s & &t & m v

Spsarerasr Gpapurp DT (gpar 515)
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Here Valjuvar advises us against expecting too much  because
everyone has some black-spot in knowledge. He wants in distich 504
the merits and de-merits, qualifications and deficiencies to be weighed
and the choice made on the basis of the excess:

GO LTS SHDOAPLD ST 90 1 BT

Benspryp. BEs Q&rar . (®msir 504)
He gives certain guidance in this matter. As between people with
some qualification men with practical knowledge must be preferred.
Distich 5C3 itself suggests this interpretation. Consider the man’s
work so far: @ uGw &L gréssd (505), g pmors Csmssd pibys
(506). Here wm@i is usvally interpreted as referring to those who
are having no relations because they will not mind shameful acts in
the absence of dear and near ones to reproach them. But I wonder
whether @@+ here does not refer to those without character.
Another advice is not to choose on the basis of affection only without
considering qualification. 15 Further do not decide on the basis of
personal appearance : o @®ejseir Grsiarraw Causr®n  (667).

Strangers also must not be selected without looking into the back-
ground. 16

11. Then we shall refer to some of the principles of organisa-
tion, direction and control to which Vajluvar refers. All these pro-
perly belong to the dynamics of business administration which is
covered largely in the chapter on Ggflpg ofrwrisb. Couplets
517, 518 refer to delegation of work, 519 refers to morale, and 520
refers to supervision. 17

15 ST TN shgr JPeguris G s s

Cue»gamw TV TWD FahHLD (@mer 507)
16 Garrer Updsr g Ogaflssrer aydupem n

Err @@ eny @05 (&sner 508)

17 1, @587 @5@e BeU6Tpy & LD oT & @uts
55%T Jadraan i

20

. % a@GNenn smiyw LSSren D Syaudar
I DGHLeT Ya& Qrwe (g mar 518)
3, didwsaen aldwe i wier BzevreawBa ms
B durdw dmgn B (& par 519 )
4. sr3C T on sr@% warsmer «&fdw G wialTer

GariLromw Carr g oo (& msr 520)
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Va]luvar does not give us any ideas directly on the structure
of organisation but the distichs referred to indicate in a general way
the principles of organisation, the lines on which the organisation
must be set up. One important principle of administrative set up
is to have a well defined line on authority, in the case of an organi-
sation with men at several levels or places necessitating delegation of
authority or decentralisation. Having chosen the men suitable for
particular jobs and fixed them up, they must be left in complete
charge of their duties:

BS%w BFDD QOISTT WPio.dS W ST U 1 5/

o ST YV 6Br ST ATV, (®msir 517)
The object, the process and the personnel have been decided
after a gooddeal of thought by the entrepreneur and hence he should
leave the men to carry out the object through the means as planned.
The men so placed in specific jobs get responsibilities assigned
for their job and to match this responsibility they must be given
authority :

N AT ES M s 5. 19T 60 ) 3 5 ot

Y SDSAW DFF QFused. (@ st 518)
These two distichs are fundamental to the drawing of any adminis-
trative chart. We may say that the principle is applicable only
upto the level of the foreman in the modern set up.

Having given such responsibility and authority to the men,
the function of the entrepreneur does not stop with this, he has to
direct and control. In this respect the guidelines given by Valluvar
refers mainly to the treatment of personnel in distichs 509, 510, 519
and 520. Do not choose anybody without proper examination, but
having chosen trust him and his abilities (509 and 510). If one
employee shows great enthusiasm his motive must not be suspected,
but must be encouraged:

23. Caspps wramyu Csrrgy G &iisAar

Cosma Ssay Quryger (@msir 509)
24. Cyyrsr Qsafloyw 6 FaffSTGTSIT U)MoY
10 QOUmy Fu5 (®msir 510)

25. efdwssr el o oL asr B aarmwbar @
Bowuundst b aGh Hd. (@mer 519)
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As for the functions of supervision Valjuvar says supervision should
be to encourage morale and that the object must be to see that the
worker does not develop any grievances which will affect his effici-
ency. Therefore he should have a daily assessment of the workers’
attitude to work. This of course means that the captain of the
industry should go round every day so that any grievance can be
noted or be intimated to him for immediate action :

BICLT 1o Br@BS T OT ST 0F 2wt G F U6y /T T
Carerenws CEMNLT &S . (@meir 520)

12. So far the work of the entrepreneur with reference to the
men was described. Valluvar also gives certain valuable ideas on the
direct executive responsibilities of the entrepreneur. - The foremost
requirement of the chief executive is apart from resolution, capacity
for decision. He is constantly challenged by problems on which he
has to think and take decisions. But having thought out by himself
or with advisers there must be a decision: @héd @y Hewh
@eudiged (671). But having decided he should not hesitate because
the plan may become inappropriate if the assumed data change:
sripgduyst suEgsso £ :18 but there are cases where imple-
mentation must wait for opportune moment.19 But where
the implementation has to be immediate, it is dangerous to
postpone because postponements may create problems which
would make action impossible.20 In the course of his action there
must be no interruption because once interrupted it will be difficult
to reorganise and regain momentum.

QA& ser eaTQBL & it N%TES DL
Frpsrhet Eipsearpy o 0. (@ wsir 612)

One very interesting advice given by Valluvar is that when
carrying out any activity it must be examined whether it could be

18 GPFR vy o FiCauige s oole

BTPSGuer sEGFD 85 (@mer 671)
19 STEGE Fra@s Qrwpure Zresns

armar g Q& b o & (& mer 672)
20 Q1 3T LISDS 6T 631 [ I 9T LY. 6T 6T F & LD 15 8w UpriI BT 60

Badsb Curews Ggmib i ol (@ per 674)
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undertaken directly or as an offshoot of another act. This reminds
us of the principle of joint costs and joint supply.

A% w I 5% YESEHE BN 6D 15T S0y FIT

W&V wast WaAkTNITE &may (®mer 678)

Multipurpose projects are of this nature. This couplet also suggests
that in the case of expansion into new lines of activity, this should be
in technically related activities such as we find today in lateral or
vertical integration.

13. Finally we come to the fortunes of the entrepreneur.
Valluvar enjoins u@uuwsb uri g g& Gews.?! In this world of
uncertainty assurance of the result is impossible. However flexible
certain parts of the plan are kept to meet unforeseen contingencies ;
still things turn out differently from what was expected. This
uncertain outcome is explained by Valluvar in terms of destiny.
I am here entering a field of speculation where my qualifications do
not warrant entry. However, for the sake of completeness I hazard
my views and I shall be happy to be corrected. The chapter on
destiny (2ar1p) seems to be concerned with the role of fate in one’s
fortune. Va]luvar describes how fortune exercises its influence on
wisdom, resolution, application of knowledge, etc., which are all
mentioned in this chapter as factors governing fortune. Resoluteness
depends on destiny : gmprar Cararmn gmsaisraw (371);
wisdom is also governed by this : Cuw siuBEGD Qayp (372) :
because of fate not only his native intelligence blighted but also
acquired knowledge :

B/ T i) [T S SDLIDY D WM 1Y 1D ST

o it < MWEes &b, (emsit 373)
Valluvar says that it is natural for the world to find lack of
coincidence of wealth and wisdom. Thus fate seems to affect
all the human powers of wealth-inaking. But only sustained effort
is mentioned by Valluvar as capable of standing against it:

29T YUyt 2 LIUEEL SARTUA 2 CvaTer P&

STYPT FISGHL UK. (®msr 620)

21 e Beor o appPurm Qe gid
LELW S LT i $ S5 Qeue (@ 676)
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Gwpd Jmaidwurégn (616). The only chance for the modi-
fication of this phenomenon is for sustained effort to ensure
some relationship between the two. Effort by its positive contri-
bution which is the result of the natural, physical law of effort
and return, modifies the force of fate: @pupd  gar  Gods
UGS SE ssllsmn.22  Effort is within the power of man and its
effect is governed by the physical laws of nature. The point is that
while fate may create wind—fall or super-normal profit or bring in
loss, effort can mitigate the impact. Here is a philosophical conun-
drum which has defied acceptable solution.

The relevance of the discussion here as to the relative role
of fate and effort is that business is subject to a large element of
risk and uncertainty. Man can by his wisdom cover against risk for
example by insurance, but against uncertainty he is helpless. This
is perhaps what is implied in the chapter. But Valluvar does not
want to leave us helpless. He reminds man of his duty and power
to fight destiny. This applies to the businessman as well as to any
householder. None in the world resigns himself to fate, though one
may bewail it. Every one tries to offsetit. It is because of this
undaunted battle against fate, world’s wealth and welfare have
grown in spite of uncertainties of return. On the whole we can
conclude that Valluvar who has written so much on o éswam L,
wydTmw, Yeraldsr o oLmw, GBdéscm yuromw, g m
aymLmw, etc. would not have been overawed by FATE.

22, Qg grer gar Qselay wpwndser ’
QuinGs s #.60 SwnLb (@ par 619)
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. ECONOMIC THOUGHT OF
TIRUVALLUVAR WITH SPECIAL
- REFERENCE TO OCCUPATIONS

1. INTRODUCTION

Economics is a modern science and as such it is futile to search
for economic thought in a work belongmg to a few centuries before or
after Christ. Even in the west there were no writers on economics
before ADAM SMITH who lived in the eighteenth century. Really
speaking it was ALFRED MARSHALL, an economist born a century later
who wrote the first book on "Economics, Viz., PRINCIPLES OF
ECONOMICS. :

Of the three sections of Tirukkura], the first part on
RIGHTEOQUSNESS deals with the duties of man as a house-holder and
as an ascetic; the second part on WEALTH deals with politics; and the
third part on LOVE deals with the romance of a couple from the time
they meet each other for the first time upto the time they reunite after
a temporary separation from each other. If at all we may find any
ideas on economics in Tirukkural, we have to' look for it in the
second part. Even here we should not forget that the Second Book
of Tirukkural, though it bears the title: of Wealth, is, like the
ARTHASHASTRA of KAUTILYA, atreatise on Statecraft, and not a book
on Economics. Hence there is no direct reference to economic ideas in
Tirukkural. However, a few economic ideas havmg some bearing
on statecraft may be traced in it.

Though in the Kural, which is an ancient classic, we may not
find any direct reference to eccnomic ideas, as Tiruvalluvar is one
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of the great seers whose message is intended not only for their age
or country but for all time and for all mankind, his ideas on certain
economic activities, agriculture in particular, are found to be relevent
to the present day.

D). STRESS ON MATERIAL WELFARE

The fact that the Second Book of Tirukkura] covered in
seventy chapters and containing seven hundred stanzas dealing with
policy in worldly affairs including statecraft, is the biggest section,
about twice the size of the First Book on Righteousness and thrice
that of the Third Book on Love, proves that Tiruvalluvar assigned
a high place for material welfare in his scheme of life. The rules laid
down therein for the guidance of the ruler are applicable with equal
force to the industrialist and the business-man.

3. PRE-REQUISITE FOR ECONOMIC PROGRESS

Political freedom, peace and security are the pre-requisites for
economic progress. The Industrial Revolution first appeared in
England which had peace and security while in France and Germany
the clock of progress was put back by half a century on account of
political turmoil and disintegration. Europea'n domination over
Africa and Asia has left the Afro-Asian Nations backward to recover
from which they are still struggling.

Tiruvalluvar is fully convinced of the nccessity of preserving
order in the country and he has a great abhorrance of anarchy and
misgovernment. His abhorrance of anarchy and his conviction of
good government are brought out in the following kural stanzas :

UG UrpQFuyib o L umsib Gak 5o EE b

Qaerev@mwywn @ows 5706. (& mer 735)

< That is the great nation which is not divided into warring
sects, which is free from murderous anarchzsts, and which hath no
traitors within its bosom to ruin it.

| gisaw QaPuds sor gy Lwila G p
Qas g Sowrs w10, (e méar 740)

< A state may have everything mentioned in this chapter, yet
if it has not the right kind of ruler, they will all come to nothing. ”’
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Kural stanzas 611, 616 and 617 in the chapter on Strenuous
Life lay emphasis on the importance of human effort in securing
€conomic progress :

IHBDW 2> g0 gar prrarew Gsier®ib

Qu@eiw wwhHP Fwmwb, (&Gper 611)

¢ Let not the magnitude of the task unman you. Strenuous
effort ever brings victory.

U D D@ YEGWL pw D BT

Qsaredw ySSF aI@w. (& mper 616)

¢ Industry is the mother of prosperity : but indolence only
bringeth forth penury and destitution.

LDIg U oT TGT LOTapSIg. eTerts Lowg uf e mer

Sr@garmer Frwamgud @er. (@mer 617)

““ The dark elder sister (the Goddess of Misfortune) dwelleth
with idleness. She of the Lotus (Goddess of Wealth) dwells in
human effort.”

Tiruvalluvar stresses the importance of deliberation and proper
planning before a venture is undertaken. The following stanzas may
be quoted in support of this statement :

2 de) gTe b Yo T2 b B WPFUwEGL

et Fuigpd G g Qewe. (emsr 461)

¢¢ Take into consideration the output and wastage and the
profit that an undertaking will yield, and then put thy hand into it. >’

aon el s Glawhs smos G ewl i g er
arew @il Query Bapss. (G par 467)

¢ Think out fully before launching out on an action. To think
of devising ways and means in the course of the action is fatal.

Again Kural stanza 120 in chapter 12 on Rectitude reiterates
the principle of enlightened self interest thus :

arefisn QFlarrés arsisn Gussils
dpaw swBure Qeuiser. (@msr 120)

¢ Let business men know that it is good business to protect the
interest of others exactly as they do their own. ** As Rajaji remarks,



98 areil GHauT AI@EGEH GuTEar wrsy

s« This s the kural version of the formula that honesty is the best
policy. Rectitude is not only Dharma but werldly wisdom alse .

4. EMPHASIS ON AGRICULTURE

Coming to occupations, Tiruvalluvar is certainly en firm
ground in emphasising the role of agriculture in a country’s economy.
His views about agriculture are even today valid to the conditions
prevailing in a backward or developing country like India, where
economic prosperity depends to a large extent on the progress of
agriculture. But his view, that the tillers of the soil alone live by
right, while the rest are parasites and sycophants,

e ppgam® arparGr arpariny @p@rh

Garugen® UeaxrQsa vair (@mer 1088)
is an overstatement of the importance of agriculture that can
not be accepted in the present day. Further in modern economy
greater stress is laid on industrial growth, and a country depending
too much on agriculture is considered to have an unbalanced
economy. Tirukkural takes into account the agricultural sector alone
and ignores the industrial sector which plays a major role in the
economy of advanced countries.

5. OTHER OCCUPATIONS

Has Tirukkural anything to say about industries in the modern
sense ? We find nothing by way of a reference to industries in
the Kural. Though the great author of the Kural is believed to have
been a weaver, he has not said even a word about spinning and
weaving, much less about other occupations in his book containing
1330 verses spread over 133 chapters. Even if the Sage has made
any indirect reference to occupations, these relate to those connected
with agriculture. Agriculture has a wider meaning in the modern
context. It includes not only farming but also cattle-breeding,
poultry-farming, bee-keeping and other cottage industries based or
depending on agriculture. Tirukkural makes a reference to occupa-
tions in this sense only. It has nothing to say about industries in the
modern sense about which Tiruvalluvar could not have been aware
of, as the modern industrial economy is the offshoot of the Industrial
Revolution that began in 1850.
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Though Tiruvalluvar could not anticipate the great advances
of modern technology and industrial organisation, he certainly knew
that poverty could not be wiped out without fully expleiting the
natural resources of the country through man’s energy and enterprise.
We see today that enterprising and industrious nations like Japan
and West Germany have been able to rebuild their economy within a
short time after the destructions of Second World War, whereas
tdle nations continue to be backward and thrive in perpetual poverty.

This fact is clearly stated by kuga] 1040 in chapter 104 on Agriculture
which remarks 3

QwRuwer poe@ QElurass sreisr
B o Quer @b EROTE EELD. {(epar 1040)

““ The good wife, Earth, laughs at the foolishness of men who
sit idle bemoaning their poverty.”

In this kura] the term land (#svb) may be taken e mean not
only the soil (as the old commentators have interpreted) but also to

include all natural resources of the country, as the modern Econe-
mists do.

6. CONCLUSION

Caste-based Small-Scale octupation:

In making an assessment of the economic ideas of
Tiruvalluvar, particularly those relating to occupations, we should
not forget that, whatever might have been the exact period in which
he lived (to quote V. V. S, Iyer, the great patriot and writer ¢ we
have only to make our conjectures even as to the time at which he
flourished” ), Tiruvalluvar was acquainted with the primitive
economy wherein agriculture was the dominent occupation, trade was
by barter and the country was composed of self-sufficient village
communities depending on small-scale occupations carried on in their
homes on a caste basis. There is internal evidence in Tirukkura]
(stanzas 134, 259, 409, 543 and 560) to show the existence of the caste
system in those days, and it can be presumed without any hesitation
that the occupations too were organised on a caste basis, as it conti
nues to be so even today, especially as regards the traditional occupas
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tions like weaving, carpentry, jewel-making, pottery, masonry
washing, hair-cutting, etc.

Kural stanzas referring to the existence of caste system
in the days of Tiruvalluvar:

ol @b g5 gk Qarere g @b LTiUUT ST

S pliyeussd Gerns @s@ib. (@ mer 134)

¢« The Brahmin can read again what he has forgotten of the
scriptures and make up for lost memory. But if he neglects regulation
of life he forfeits for ever the advantage of his birth. ”’

98Qerds g ouirn Gerr cder garper
o WrQF G S G o @r@YMD BET D. (g mer 259)

““To abstain from thekilling and eating of living beings is
better than to perform a thousand sacrifices in the sacrificial fire.”

Gumls pisri ul e sowrsri & prid pogin
& D@t 2% 5 FGQwr Lr®. (@ mer 409 )

¢« The fcol though born of a higher family is esteemed much
less than a learned man who is of inferior descent.”

YBFETT BTOGD ADED DG L YFumi

ST p g wereraier GHre. (@Gmar 548)

¢ The sceptre of the prince is the main stay of the science
(The Vedas) of the Brahmans and of righteousness also .

uwer Germiw o srACGwri mrow UL

STQGT &T&TGT 6T NG, (& pear 560)

“ The udders of the cow will be dried up and the Brahman
will forget his science (the Vedas) if the prince ruleth not with
justice.”

Note :— The English versions of the Kural Stanzas quoted in this
paper are taken from Rajaji’s book on KURAL IN ENGLISH
and from the ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE TIRUKKURAL
by V. V. S. Iyer.
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Tirukkura] mentions three sources of income for a State, one
of which is Agricultural Income included in the term 2 mGluT e
(or Natural Resources), the other two being Commercial Taxes and
Booty (or spoils of conquest).

2 DQUrGesw &6 CUrGesbgser @eT@Is

Qs nCur ey CGasgear Qurmer — 7586
is the Kural under reference. The commentator Parimelalakar
brings only unclaimed treasure and heirless property under the
term 2 m@ur@er. But it seems to me that natural resources
should also be included in this, since Tiruvalluvar has not explicitly
mentioned it anywhere among the sources of income for a kingdom.
If this is not included here, it will be a serious omission, which
Tiruvalluvar would not have thoughtlessly committed.  he fact that
he has devoted a complete chapter for Agriculture is significant in
this connection.

To define a country he says that ‘that is the great country
which never faileth in its yield of harvests’ (sesirarr a9%n ujemi 731)
‘which grows greatly in prosperity’ (@5 #9%meu g 732) and that
‘the learned say that those are Kingdoms whose wealth is not laboured
for, and those not, whose wealth is only obtained through labour’:

BEr@T@rt BErLr eer 6T HmHIYV®

BT QUTHESMHLD 10 L =739
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When agriculture was the chief source of income to a nation, it is but
obvious that Valluvar has to think of agriculture constantly.

Even in the beginning of his great monumental work he thinks
of the ‘ploughmen’ who will not plough with the yoke of the ‘oxen’
(srtisr 2 pm oy 2 weui 14) if rain fails. In order to give impor-
tance to the agriculturists Valluvar called the warriors as those whose

_ploughs are bows (296G peui) and the scholars as those whose
ploughs are words (@srsdGsvpipaui 872).

Let us see what Tiruvalluvar has to say on Agriculture. He
has not mentioned any other wholetime occupation except indirectly
such as trade and commerce both inland and maritime, which were
a source of tax income to the State. Though Tiruva]luvar is said
to have eked his livelihood by taking to weaving he has not so
much as even mentioned it in his Tirukkura]. The fact that he has
laid stress on Agriculture by devoting a whole chapter to its
warrants that in his time as even to-day throughout the world
agriculture was the basic and main occupation of the people. He
stresses this by the assertion that the whole population of the world
has to depend upon Agriculture, for its sustenance, whatever other
occupations it might follow. Hence, he says, that agriculture is
a glorious occupation. People may be following different avocations
or trades, or try one trade after another, but finally they have
to turn to agriculture as the best means of sustenance. Thus the
importance aud indispensability of agriculture is brought forth by
him.

All others who take to different avocations are supported
by the agriculturists and hence they are the main stay of the world.
People take to other occupations because they are comparatively
easier and more lucrative, while agriculture demands all the energy
and attention of the agriculturist. He is compared to the linch-pin
of a cart, without which the cart cannot run. Metaphorically, the
whole world is the cart and the agriculturist is* the linch-pin to
the cart. The truly independant profession is agriculture, since it
iIs not subservient to any other profession. On the other hand
those belonging to the other professions have to be at the mercy
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of the agriculturists for their daily food. The agriculturists are also
responsible for the country’s victory on the battle field, since without
stocks of food, the armies cannot fight to the finish. They help
their king to annex several territories to his own. Further agricul-
turists are naturally philanthrophic, since they have always more than
enough to give. Even the self-denying ascetics cannot have their
existence on this earth, if the peasants do not exert themselves to
produce agricultural wealih.

Some minute details about farming are given by Tiruva]luvar
in a couple of terse stanzas. He says that the well-tilled Jand
should be left to dry in the sun long enough so that the nice soil
is reduced to a fourth of its bulk or weight before agricultural
operations are started on it. This will ensure absorption of atmos-
pheric nitrogen by the soil in the shape of its compounds particularly
during rains. If the soil is thus prepared, it does not need to be
enriched by artificial manure or fertilisers. Its yield will be high.
However after deep ploughing, enriching the soil with fertilisers
is desirable. The weeds must be removed carefully and frequent
watering of the crops is also necessary. Finally protection of
crops from damage by cattle or thieves is equally imperative. If the
owner of the land neglects his duty of supervising the farming opera-
tions in his land, he will certainly lose the benefit that will accrue
to him as a result of his labours.

Finally Tiruvalluvar ends with the warning 1hat poverty and
indolence are scoffed at by Good Earth, because she is ever ready
to help those who are willing to work on the soil. What a pity that
people do not realise this !
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1. WHAT IS WELFARE ?

In Economics the maximisation of welfare or happiness is
given as the aim for the individual asa consumer. His role asa
participant in production is not really separate from his role as a
consumer. Production is for consumption. ‘The earning of income
is for spending it on consumer goods and services. Thus consump-
tion becomes the end of economic activity and the aim of the
individual is to attain as high a level of consumption as possible.
The more wants one is able to satisfy, the more will be his welfare.
The acquisition and utilisation of more goods and services seem to
be the only way to enjoy more happiness.

The questions that come up immediately are, (i) Should
welfare or happiness consist in only this? (ii) Should the individual
care for his own needs? (i) Will not there be joy or happiness to
him if he helps to fulfil wants of other people? In short what can
be considered as real happiness or welfare, the attainment of which
should be sought after by the individual in society? Tirukkural
deals with these aspects of the individual’s aims in life and the
enjoyment of happiness by him.

2. IMPORTANCE OF WEALTH TO A HOUSE-HOLDER

The individual should strive to earn by working very hard.
So long as he lives in this world wealth is important for him. As
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Tiruvalluvar himself says °“As this world is not for these who are
without wealth so the other world is net for those who are without
kindness > (247). He refers to “srarrpfs s565 Qurmsr” (212)
or wealth earned after much effort. The life of the house-holder
should be lived according to xules of *“‘dharma”. Real pleasure
will accrue only teo a life lived virtueusly :

angsrer aGauGs Qe ubwpn G paewmd
HDFS UsSW Qo (39)

If such a life is led, he can be considered as one among the heavenly
Gods. The Kural says,

MG FIOT QUT [DAITEHE @1 LD LIGIET QIT SHIEN D upth
G gure g Ser marsslt LB D, (50)

3. AIMS OF THE HOUSE-HOLDER

The objectives of the individual should be to help his
relatives and friends, the deserving people, to be of use to people at
large by proper utilisation of his wealth, to banish hunger and to
find happiness in giving and to earn fame. The selfish objective of
fulfilling one’s wants to the maximum extent possible in order to
secure the maximum level of happiness or welfare is not considered
as worthy of pursuit if his social duties and responsibilities are taken
into account. Thus a difference may be noted between how one
tries to live and work and how one should try to live and work.
The former is given importance in modern economics on which the
individual’s economic welfare is built. The latter idea is emphasised
in Tiruvalluvar’s ideal of welfare.

4. CARE FOR FRIENDS & RELATIVES

The purpose of earning wealth is to fulfil the needs of one-
self as well as relatives and friends.  “ The entire purpose of leading
the life of a house-holder and building up property is to indulge in
hospitality towards guests’ :

B@rCsrwld Qearpa Ggawrs dasd skl
Gasrramen Grugp Quragl . (81)

The individual should try to help others who deserve to be



The Concept of Welfare in Tirukkura 107
helped. The care of the weak in society becomes his responsibility.
In @ modern welfare state this is the responsibility of the goverament.
The resources needed for this purpose are raised from the people
who are made to contribute compulsorily taxes and other payments.
The element of compulsion is missing and the individual is afforded
opportunity todo good by looking after the helpless in society, in
the ideal social set-up portrayed by Tiruva]luvar. The wealth earned
after much effort is to be used for helping the people who are really
in need of help. He says, “sésTié® Gouerrenrann OEITE Y
GQurml @’ (212). Otherwise the indiscriminate way of rendering
help to all may encourage beggary.

5. CARE FOR PEOPLE AT LARGE

The wealth acquired by the individual is
people at large. This is
here as well as in other c
is compared to the city
is of use to all people.

to be enjoyed by the
an ideal practised by philanthropists
ountries. The wealth of these people
-lake filled with wholesome water which
They get water from the lake for drinking
purpose and will be put to great suffering if the city-lake is empty.
They become happy when water is £ lowing into it. In the same way
the people enjoy happiness when wealth is earned by the individual
possessed of eminent knowledge. For, he will certainly make use
of his wealth for increasing the happiness of all people. Fiis wealth
will be useful to all the people just like the fruits of a useful tree.
The acquisition of wealth by him is compared to the bearing of fruits
by a useful tree in the midst of 2 village :
osr el BB ps sHC D o wasairid
Burp airerar B, {R15)

LWETD D 2 ST LS s Hme OFvarh
BUW M. LIRGT G LG ST (216)

6. CARE FOR THE HUNGRY

The aim of the individual in earning wealth is thus to use it
for the benefit of all and to help the deserved and not merely to
increase one’s own happiness. To do benevolent acts should be his
chief aim. There is no limit to it. The objective is considered by
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Tiruvalluvar to be such a laudable one that he says < Ifitis said
{hat benevolence will entail loss it is worthwhile to incur such loss

even by the sale of one’s self” :

@Uy ral @@L GaQrLeflar 9 Q@ FTr BT
A0 pEGsrer 565 HOL G5 (220)

The third objective of the individual should be to banish
hunger from the earth. It should be remembered by all of us
that even to-day with all the advancements in science and tech-
nology which are put into use in production, hunger and poverty
are yet to be removed from the world. The suffering from hunger
is still there. What is the justification in a section of the people
trying to get more and more of a variety consumer goods coming
mostly under luxuries while the other section in the world is
suffering from lack of necessities of life like food stuffs ? Even in
the case of a country like ours, there is hunger on one side and
on the other side attempt is made to secure more of luxurious
things and thus to reach a higher standard of life. Are not people
selfish enough to allow their own brethren to suffer from hunger ?
Can this society be considered as a welfare society or state > Should
not the people be taught to be less selfish? Tiruvalluvar attaches
great significance to the duty of eliminating the suffering of the
hungry. He says, ¢ The removal of the acute hunger of the poor
is the place for one to treasure up one’s wealth in”’

ap@i APUR Bisse A0 rEaer

Qupmsr Curmerenalls (s, (226)

He says that the power of the people who satisfy the hunger of
others is greater than the power of the people who do penance. The
latter may simply endure hanger but the former try to remove it:

YDperi FHDPS URFDPY JULURSW
ior DTt g ppeier Wer. (225)

7. HAPPINESS IN GIVING

The individual should find happiness in the act of giving to
others. Thus happiness or welfare does not consist merely in
satisfying one’s own wants. Happiness comes to one when he gives
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to others his wealth and not when he hoards it. One should get

S sus@Gn Berun” (228) ie., pleasure in giving to others and
making them happy.

8. EARNING OF FAME

The goal in life should be to earn fame. The people who
have become famous because of their philanthropic and charitable
acts live for ever. The body of fame lasts for ever after the loss of
the human body. So happiness should be found in acquiring things
that are permanent in the world. The life in this world with all its
sweetness is only temporary. One should try to live in praise and
get fame giving to others especially the poor. * Give to the poor and
live in praise thereby. There is no greater benefit to man than that ’:

FE) QMFUL TPz I G

ot Juwibh Q& 2 uiFfEE. (231)

Thus the enjoyment of welfare or happiness is to be found by the
individual in getting fame.  He comes 1o this stage only after his
inner development i. e., development of mind, stage by stage. The
selfishness in him is being conquered as he begins to show considera-
tion for others and help his friends and guests as an ideal host. Then
he tries to be of use to all people by his acts of benevolence. He
attempts at eliminating the dreadful disease of hunger (u# st sirsyib
Fudenfl 227). His mind is by then so broadened that he finds
pleasure in the act of giving. Finally he reaches the highest stage of
winping fame which should be his ideal in life.

9. CARE FOR ALL HUMAN BEINGS

Happiness or welfare is not confined to the worldly life with
which economics is concerned. The course of action to be taken for
f inding economic welfare—the welfare enjoyed by the acquisition and
use of goods and services—either for the individual or for the commu-
nity is highlighted by modern economists. Economics is not con-
cerned with the aspects of happiness other than that which is secured
by the satisfaction of wants. The same course of action is prescribed
in Tirukkura] for one to realise happiness in this world and the
world after. One should extend his love to all the living beings and
not merely to the human beings.
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The wealth of kindness is best of all wealth, for material
wealth is possessed by the meanest of men :

oL Qo Qraa s geor Qeaan QurGl Qs oald

wAwrs sewr @it o 6r. i (241)
The kindness shown to other living beings should desist him from
consuming meat. The wise who have freed themselves from mental
delusion will not eat the flesh which has been severed from an animal:

Qelfier gen9iftg ar’ Quri o emoyi

2 Wifer sevUlSfAsg owrer. (258)
He should not do any harm to other living beings. 2 uiéw
2_misewor Gewwramw (261) should be his principle in life.
His universal kindness should not only prevent him from in-
flicting pain and injury to other living beings but should make him
do good to them. It is his bounden duty to protect them by sharing
his food with them all. This is the crown of all virtues as has been
summed up by great writers :

UGS glam ® Lo sl @by ge  mrSeri

Qsre s s bDmper aowrs 5. (322)

10. EVERLASTING HAPPINESS BY REDUCING WANTS

The wants can easily be multiplied. All that man is to do
is to think of them. Compared to wants, the resources available
in the world are limited. There is thus the eternal problem of
fscarcity which forms the basis for the study of economics. Perfect
satisfaction or fullest satisfaction can never be attained by the
individual. Yet heis expected to strive to get as much as possible.
But the sense of incomplete satisfaction or welfare will be there.
Instead, itis possible for him to think of limiting his wants according
to the availability of resources. This possibiltiy of making a change
in attitude is not given any consideration in economic analysis. The
individaul can be happy if only he is able to limit his wants.
Tiruvalluvar says,

wr galsr wrgelsr BhBurer Gorzw

Sgehear ggeier Qwer. (341)

Goods secured by him will be of use only if they are well-
preserved. He must see that the dusrable consumer goods like
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radios. cars, etc., are in good condition. He has to worry about
their safety as well as their proper condition. So every good bought
by him brings in its train worry. The major worry will be how to
get it, i.e., how to earn more. But his income is limited, as there is

a limit to his earning capacity. All these worries will not be there if
he is able to renounce the wants.

Thus real bappiness comes to one who is able to give up
desires. This is the road to reach everlasting happiness. Eternal
bliss will be there if one has necessarily conquered the cycles of birth.
Thus the path to happiness here and in the world after is the same
and it will enable one to fulfil the purpose of lifs itself. ¢ The wise
say that desire is the seed that causes increasing births to all at all
times’’:

HUTGT AL TR T 2 USTEE LD 6T G5 Eh T er Db

sairal Ipileun &5 Fl. (361)

It is considered that to be born in this world is painful and by
avoiding it one can be happy. The conquering of desires i.e., the
giving up of desires is to be strived for, if one wants real happiness.
In this world there is no great wealth equal to freedom from desire
and even in any other place there is nothing like it:

Qe _rein serar alapsOsdas e e

wreT@L 280 srUUS @6. (363)

Thus the individual is exhorted to be altruistic in his outlook
and action and to lead a life of usefulness and service to all people
and to all living beings. Finally he is expected to reach the highest
stage in his development when he is able to control his desires.
Then he is able to enjoy full happiness or welfare. His love is first
extended to his family, then to his relatives and friends, then to the
people at large and finally to all living beings. Thus perfect happiness
is to be found by the cultivation of universal love and control of one’s
own desires.
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1. INTRODUCTION

There is some justification in making a comparative study of
the economic ideas of Poet Tiruvalluvar and Mahatma Gandhi,
though they belonged to different ages divided by a long gap of
many centuries. Itis generally believed that Valluvar lived about
18 or 19 centuries ago, whereas Gandhi was the product of the
20th century. From the details available from various sources it is
found that Va]luvar was a weaver by profession while Gandhi a
spinner by conviction. This shows that both believed in the theory
of bread labour and lived the life of Biblical norm :  In the sweat
of thy brow shalt thou eat thy bread’’.

Tiruva]luvar led a consecrated life mindful of all his duties
to the living. Affection ‘was the very life of his soul, of all his
virtues the first and greatest. The sum and source of them all is
love. He was pure, patient and forbearing, with a heart free from
envy, moderate in desires, speaking no evils of others, dreading the
touch of evil and liberal in all his benefactions. Gandhi also lived
the same kind of life but under much different circumstances in
the 20th century. Valluvar composed Kura], it is believed, at a
time when Jainism had made much headway in Tamilnad. Hence,
Kura] it is said, echoes many a principles of Jainism like self-restraint,
patience, forbearance, renunciation, penance, etc.(chapters 25



114 oueTELaT @SS Gur®men sy

to 38). Gandhi also preached and practised these ideals. This was so,
because, he was also influenced to a large extent by Jainist theology
which is still prevalent in his birth place, Gujarat.

G. U. Pope observes, “The East and West have influenced
one another in a very real and not’ yet thoroughly understood way
from the earliest times. It is undoubtedly a noteworthy fact that
from Mayilapur (believed to be the place of Vaul]var) on which the
eyes of Christendom have ever rested as the one sacred spot in India
of Apostolic labour, comes the one Oriental book, much of whose
teaching is an echo of the “Sermon on the Mount”. We may
fairly picture him (VailUvar)’ pacing along the sea-shore with the
christian teachers, and imbibing christian ideas, tinged with the
peculiarities of the Alexandrian School, and day by day working
them into his wonderful Kural”!. Itis wellknown that the ¢‘Sermon
on the Mount” exercised a very powerful influence on the life and
work 'of Gandhi. Shriman Narayan observes that “the Bible also
shaped his thoughts on social and economic matters’’2. Besides,
Hinduism the most ancient religion of India might also have
played an important role in influencing the ideas of these two great
men.

Whatever may be the differences of opinion . regarding
Valluvar’s® period and the sources of influence on: his .work, it is
quite certain that these two persons, one a saintly poet and the
other a saintly politician, had something in common in evolving
their economic as well as other ideas.

Itis quite true that neither of them was an economist in the
modern technical sense of the term. Both were practical idealists
who tried their very best to provide solutions to various difficulties
and problems in a rational and scientific manner keeping in constant
view the basic principles of Truth, Love and Dharma (Aram)
which could not be sacrificed even for the sake of higher goals.
According to both these men the economic pattern is the strong
foundation for human growth. Both of them do not view life as

1 “‘Tirukkural ** - G. U. Pope and Others, Page XVI.

2 * Gandhi: The Man and His Thought*— Shriman Narayan, Publications Division,
Government of India, 1968, page 36. ) 3
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‘MAYA’ (illusion). They were greatly concerned with the economic
welfare of the society because they believed in the necessity of a

healthy material life for the realisation of spiritual goal which was
their main concern.

2. THEORY OF BREAD LABOUR

“Intelligent manual labour is, any day, the highest form of
social services 3. It adds to the useful wealth of the country. It
should be part of an individual’s life daily to what is termed as
““bread labour” in order to entitle him to share in the world goods.
Unfortunately persons doing manual labour have been assigned an
inferior status in the modern society. Gandhi considered it very
necessary to insist on the dignity' of labour. ¢No labour is too
mean for one who wants to earn an earnest penny. The only thing
is the readiness to use the hands and feet that God has given us’ 4.
Tiruvalluvar exhorts bread labour and independence. According
to him ‘there is no dish so sweet as that earned by one’s own
labour, be it but the thinoest gruel.” :

Qe al i IJBL DoE Hul @b S 6T 565G
o awamedar ey @aflw g @e. 1065

“The effects of bread labour ’, observes Gandhi, < would be
far reaching. Universal practice of this principle would establish
equality on this earth and stamp out starvation and save the world
from many . a sin. Laziness, idleness, hypocrisy and crime which
arise as a result of misplaced charity would be a thing of the past.
Misplaced charity adds nothing to the wealth of the country. It only
gives a false sense of meritoriousness to the donor and makes him
smug and complacent. Labouris a potent unifying agent and a
great equaliser. If every one observed the obligation of bread
labour, all distinctions of rank would be abolished and a conflict
between the capital and labour, the poor and the rich would be
stilled .5

3 ** Harijan'* — 1-6-1935, M. K. Gandhi.
4 “’Harijan’* — 10-12-1936, M.K.Gandhi
5 From yeravda Mandir — M. K. Gandhi, Chap. IX.
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3. ECONOMY IN PERSONAL LIFE

"If individuals desist themselves from lavishness and lead a
simple and eontented life," the scarcity and shortage that are
menacing the human life today could be easily tackled. Efforts to
increase national production should be complimented by every one
by limiting his needs and leading a simple life. Simplicity is not for
its own sake but for the sake of the benefit of others.

Va]juvar warns the individuals that luxury and lavishness will
Jand them in poverty. < The seeming splendour of his career carried
on without adjustment to means will suddenly disappear leaving no
.vestige behind. ” :
T PrG QUTIPTrSITET UM PEME 2 erGurw
Qoeards Gsrearms Q@s@ . (479)
“The wealth of a person whose liberality does not weigh the measure
of his property will quickly perish. s
; 2 TRUDT FTEETS QUILT QT MO
' acasr aoé Qs@h, (480)
Gandhi advocated economy and his personal life was a perfect
example for it. He would always use the backside of the letters
received by him for writing statements and articles. His small
cottage in Sevagram was a drawing room, an office, a lounge, and a
conference room, all rolled into one. There was hardly any furniture
in his room, except a lamp, a low desk and a small rack for books.
‘During the summer beat, there was no question of a cooler or air—
‘conditioner; he would rarely use even a curtain made by a local
-artisan. He ~dressed himself as an half-naked Fakir, because not
that he cannot afford to wear but that he only wanted to economise
the use of the articles which were not available to his downtrodden
.brethren.. To him the golden :rule was to refuse resolutely to have
.what the millions cannot 6 :  Tiruvalluvar stresses the need for auste-
rity to remove poverty and scarcity. There are many destitutes and
few rich in this world because there are few who practise austerity
‘and many who do not : - 5 ; : ,

J

C@wiue rr@w s pesrid Gsr pLUmT -

Aowruwir CGrrear gair. ! : (270)

‘6 ’Sayings of Gandhi’> — Mass Contact Committee, page 32. ¢
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4. MEANS VS. ENDS

The modern view is that the economist’s job is simply to search
out the most effective means of attaining the desired ends. His func-
tion is not to prescribe rules of conduct but to try and trade through
the complicated network of interrelationships in our economic life
and show what the consequences of any economic actions are likely
to be. This view was not acceptable to people like Va]luvar and
Gandhi to whom man was the highest consideration and anything
which ran counter to the moral values of life was an anathema to
them. Gandhi believed that ‘“true economics never militates against
the highest ethical standard, just as all true ethics, to be worth its name,
must at the same time be also good economics’ 7. “True economics
stands for social justice ; it promotes the good of all equally, including
the weakest and is indispensable for decent life”’ 8 .

Great men never subscribed to the idea that end justified the
means. Valluvar and Gandhi stuck to this golden ideal through
thick and thin, without worrying about the immediate results. They
were convinced that our ultimate progress towards the goal would be
in exact proportion to the purity of our means. In chapters 46
(Acting after due Consideration — @555 Gswsd susms) and 66
(Purity of Action - #9%uw & i isni) Valluvar emphasises the need for
adopting pure means to achieve the ends.

“The means adopted should be such as would not be condemned
by the enlightened world which never approves of unworthy means.”’:

erererm & erawr s QewaBaiar®  Fw@wr@
Qarearars g Qarererr $l 20 G. (470)

“Far more excellent is the extreme poverty of the wise than
wealth obtained by heaping up of sinful deeds.” :

UGG TUBU KEFSDear & merB i

sise G1Bas Féw. (657)

¢ The action that is not in accordance with the moral law
should be avoided at all time. ”*:

T M Qe s Cauar@®w Ls@pT®

ser ) vwerr oS, (652)

7 '’Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule’* — M. K. Gandhi.
8 ‘’Harijan’® —9-10-1937,
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« Forsake in the very moment (of acquicision) that gain
which, though it should bring advantage, is without equity.”:

seaT@p shaud sOGEESTID HEEGD S -
TG @w &L . (113)

“Do not undertake such means that good men would
condemn even if it means your helplessly looking on while your
mother ‘starves.”: '

Fear@er URsTar ur @ugiw QFuiw s
grarGur ufEEw o dar. (656)

In the chapter on “Way of Accumulation of Wealth” (Qumrsir
Gswsd eusma) Valluvar wants us <‘rather avoid than seek the
accumulation of wealth which does not flow in with mercy and
love.”:

ABCar T @ H&rQur@w airgr Qur@er r&sid
Yerd Lyrer afL_e. (755)

In Gandhi’s view, ‘“no economic reforms, however intrinsi-
cally desirable, can lead to desirable changes in individuals and the
society they constitute unless it is carried through in a desirable
context and by desirable methods” 9. Thus, both these great men
insist on the employment of methods consistent with higher ideals for
the attainment of noble objectives.

5. WELFARE OF THE WEAKER SECTIONS

Both Va]luvar and Gandhi were greatly concerned about the
well-being of the weaker sections of the people and they ardently
felt that their (weaker sections) economic conditions must be im-
proved to such a level that they become self-reliant in life.

Valluvar feels intensively for the suffering of the poor. He
says ‘One may be able to sleep in the midst of fire; but by no means
in the midst of poverty.” :

QemUldguer Sic5s i HGw B rud syer :
wr@srer min serur® i g. (1049)

9 *“ Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule ”* — M. K. Gandhi, page 70. "
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He condemns that ¢ the wealth which is neither enjoyed nor
given to deserving persons is a mere disease.”

T s Qumes@eaah &rer saarer g&a;lr/réz(ggsurﬂ

F38 QueyRer srar. (1006)

“Wealth which is not utilised for helping the distressed is like

a good and beautlfu] malden forced to remain unmarried until over-
taken by old age.’

IDGTES QST D FPwsTeET Qrdain s b
Qudwer gsbuwdraps &0 o (1007)

Gandhi’s concern for the poor is equally great. ““He recognises
no God except the God that is to be found in the heart of the dumb
millions”. ‘“He cannot conceive any higher way of worshipping God
than by working for the poor” and he advocates that “for us today
there can be no sacrifice higher than to forget the dlstmctlons of
high and low, and to realise the equality of all men”. For him,
‘‘Swaraj means freedom for the meanest of our country men”.10 He
provides us with a “talisman” which will lead t0 Poor Man’s Swaraj
where the necessaries of life could be enjoyed by the weakest :
“whenever you are in doubt, or when the self becomes too much
with you, apply the following test: Recall the face of the poorest and
the weakest man whom you have seen and ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will he gain anything
by it ? Will it restore him control over his own life and destiny ? In
other words, will it lead to Swaraj for the hungry and spiritually star-
ving millions ? Then you will find your doubts and self melting
away’’.11

6. MULTIPLICATION OF WANTS VS. SELF-RESTRAINT

Self-restraint is one of the great lessons taught, by both
Valluvar and Gandhi in the sense of curbing one’s desire for physical
pleasures and material goods. The modern belief is that, to promote
economic growth, it is desirable to encourage- the multiplication of
wants. Affluent societies have achieved certain standards of living

10 ‘‘Sayings of Gandhi'* —pages 10 & 11.

11 '‘This was Bapu‘’ page 46.



120 ausil @pouT uGHH GuTmafuiso

and are in a position to add to the material goods and services. But
as a poet has sung, “just as a surfeit of the sweetest things the deepest
loathing to the senses brings”, so also we discover that rendering to
the human appetites to the point of satiety leads mankind nowhere.
The social malice that, then, calls for attention, is as obnoxious as
that of underdevelopment in the economic field which. the multipli-
cation of wants sels out to cure. “Itis Gandhi’s firm belief that
unless every ene willingly agreed to curtail his draft on society as a
whole, a state of social equanimity would never come about. His
appeal-is mainly directed to the captains of industry, the merchants
and traders, the front rank among lawyers and the higher administra-
tive personnel between whose income and wealth and that of the
millions of the under-privileged there is a wide divergence.” 12

Valluvar is more emphatic in this respect. In the chapter on

““ Extirpation of Desire” (wjsur <9 ms ssv) he strongly advocates to

- the individual to attain freedom from desires and physical pleasures.

£There is in this world no excellence equal to freedom from desires
and there is nothing like it anywhere else. * :

Gaiamt_renwn Syerar algpsGQeaain Feoriy o

wrer @ H3Csrius Qe, (363)

Of all the sufferings, the sufferings arising out of desire is the greatest.
To attain permanent bliss this flame (of desire) should be extinguished.
In chapter 13 (Possession of Self-Restraint—. &a&@psm i) it is said:
¢ Should one through out a single birth like a tortoise keep in his five
senses, the fruit of it will prove a. safe-guard to him throughout the
seven—fold births.” :

@@L er ZBUTS P FL_GE0 2,06
ST QPO 1D T DT LI LjGDL_ G Gl (126)

To Gandhi, * Civilization, in the sense of the term - consists
not in the multiplication but in the deliberate and voluntary reduction
of wants.”” He wants “restraint to be the law of our being, for highest
perfection is-unattainable without highest restraint.””13

12 '“Gandhian Philosophy — A Reassessment " — V. L. Mehta, Page 3.
13 " Sayings of Gandhi ‘' — Pages 29 and 32.
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7. ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES AND TRUSTEESHIP

While inen are born equal, meaning that they have a right to
equal opportunity, all have not the same capacity. It is, in the nature
of things, impossible, for instance, all cannot have the same height, or
colour, or degree of intelligence, etc. ; therefore in the nature of things
some will have ability to earn more and others less. Experience tells
us that differences in requirements also exist in‘society. It is not
possible to definitely assess the variation in needs of men. All that
is possible is to reduce the difference between the rich and the poor-.
The contrast between these two sections is disgraceful. There must
be a general levelling down of the few rich in whose hands the bulk
of the nation’s wealth is concentrated and a levellmg up of the dumb
millions. Further every one must be assured a balanced dlet a
decent house to live in, sufficient cloth to cover himself, etc. In short,
the real implication of equal distribution is that each man must have
the wherewithal to supply his essential and natural needs. So the real
meaning of ‘ economic equality ** is ' “to each'according to his needs.”’
At the root of this doctrine of distribution must lie that of trusteeship
of the wealthy for the superfluous wealth possessed by them. The rich
will be leftin possession of his personal needs and will'act as a
trustee for the remainder to be used for socity.

The concept of trusteeshlp finds full expreselon in Tlrukku;al
in Chapter 22 (priyreuHsed). :

< All the wealth acqulred w1th perseverance by the worthy s
for the exercise of benevolence

srarr DG $65 QuUrpLearow b FESTIES

Gaeorramenn Qeuign Qural @, (R12)

< He truly lives who knows (and discharges) th_e proper duties
of benevolence. He who knows them not will be ireckoned “among
the dead. ** : : ' ¥

RFF FPauTer a_tﬁimrbbmm.m:‘m}zi)m,mzu:rsér

QF & s @Her massL! @b o e | (214) o

“ The wealth of that man 'of emiinent knowledge who desires to
exercise the benevolence approved by the world, is like the full

el
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waters of a city—tank.” :

oer @l B Ee» pis 503D o WwsSITLD
Qurp «rarer Bm- (215)

« The wealth of a man (possessed of the virtue) of benevolence
is like the ripening of a fruitful tree in the midst of a town. ”’ :

Lwergih o @iy VeSS Dpe @Gsoaln

B I WTeTEew LI 6T, (R186)

« If wealth be in the possession of a man who has the greatest
excellence (benevolence), it is like a tree which as a medicine is an inf-
allible cure for disease. ” :

wHESTRE SUUT wWIESDHe @Foad
QLB F®S U T 6T ST LI 6T . (217)

It seems Va]luvar wanted good conscience to prevail in the
minds of all persons whether rich or poor. In the same manner
Gandhi, who found in society, glaring inequulitics of wealth and
incomes, wanted all rich men to become trustees for their property
and use it for the weltare of the society. According to him, ¢ The rich
man will be left in possession of his wealth of which he will use what
he reasonably requires for his personal needs and will act as trustee
for the remainder to be used for the rest of the society ’’ 14, < He had
discussed this matter at great length and had approved a draft on
trusteeship which does not exclude legislative regulation of the owner-
ship and use of wealth. Thus, under state-regulated trusteeship, an
individual will not be free to hold or use his wealth for ;selfish satis-
faction or in disregard of the interests of the society. He did not
recognise any right of private ownership of property except so far as
it may be permitted by society for its own welfare ”15. 1n defining
the concept of Trusteeship, he said, ‘ Trusteeship provides a means
of transforming the present capitalist order of society into an egalita-
rian one. It gives no quarter to capitalism, but gives the present
owning class a chance of reforming itself. It is based on the faith that
human nature is never beyond redemption’’16. Valluvar's description

14 ‘' Hanjan'' =/-25-8-1940.

15 ' Mahatma Gandhi: The Last Phase,”’ by Pyarelal, pages 633-634.
16 *‘ Harijan "* = 16-2-1947.



A Comparative Study of the Ideas of Tiruvalluvar and Gandhi ... ... 123

of the wealth of a benevolent man as brimful waters of city-tank, as
a fruit-bearing tree in the midst of a town and as an unfailing tree of
medicinal properties, is also based on the same faith that human
nature is not beyond redemption and that it will respond to the sense
of charity and benevolence which are essential for bringing about an
equal distribution of wealth and income leading ultimately to a desir-
able level of economic equality through non-violent means. In other
words, both of these great men had faith in persuading the people
through proper education and other means of mass communication
to adopt the basic principles of Trusteeship. However much the state
tries 1o bring equality through legislation and authority ultimately the
individual or the people are responsible for working out the concept
of Trusteeship. Though Gandhi not rule out legislation he
believed only in man taking to these principles voluntarily. If the
rich and the able are indifferent to the existing evils of disparity and
fail to adopt voluntarily the principle of Trusteeship, force of circums-
tances will compel them to do so. He says,

< A non-violent system of society is clearly an impossibility so
long as the wide gulf between the rich and the hungry millions persists.
The contrasts between the palaces of New Delhi and the
miserable hovels of the poor labouring class nearby cannot last one
day in a free India in which the poor will enjoy the same power as
the richest in the land. A violent and bloody revolution is a certainty
one day unless there is a voluntary .abdication of riches and the
power that riches give and sharing them for the common good.” 17

Valluvar also felt desperate over the glaring economic inequa-
lities of his days and gave expression to his feelings in an out-burst
as follows :

<« If the Creator of the world has - enjoined even. begging as a
means of livelihood, may He too go abegging and perish.”":

@rogin o uiienTpse Gajabqu_s&r‘uffég/
Qs@s s wBWDY wWrer. (1062)

17  °* Constructive Programme -- Its Meaning and Place’ — M. K. Gandhi.
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8. CITIZENSHIP AND MORAL VALUES FOR A BETTER ECONOMIC LIFE

Individual freedom is valuable; but it should not be' forgotten
that man is essentially a social being. He has risen to his' present
status by learning to adjust his individualism to the requirement of
social progress. Unrestricted individualism is the law of the beast
of the jungle. We have to learn” tc strike a balance between indi-
vidual freedom and social restraint. The citizen’s willing submission
to social Testraint for the sake of the well-being of the whole society,
enriches both the individuals and‘the society of which every citizen is
a member. This is one of the most fundamental ingredients of good
citizenship. A better ‘economic life; would come to prevail in a
sociely where its citizens ' develop this essential quality of social
consciousness. Otherwise the society will fall into- economic and

social degeneration.

According to Valluvar, ¢ that community which has no_good
citizens to support it by public-spirited sacrifice will fall uprooted by
misfortune. : :

BBEseT ST D @zrer i Sapb BB S HT DD
BOXTYH QTS &ig. : (1030)

. < There is nothing that so dignifies the individual as being ever
ready to render service to the community.” :

smwn Qeruguaer @ssTGaer e an
Quapewuisr 5B o w5 Q. (1021)

<« He who is bent on service to the community knows no post-
ponement of action or sleep. He does not waste energy in thinking
over convenience of time and points of dignity.” :

@:;Qéu)aﬁr#i@ Qi L}@@Jdﬂ 1013 Qe s H

wrerid & s Qs@Lb, (1028)

+“ The man who makes up his mind to reform his community
must be prepared for unmitigated suffering and give uwp his whole
earthly existence to it. He must look upon his body as a receptacle
to hold griefs and sufferings for the benefit of others.”:

BRuousBs Fsrarewn Gsraler ERLUSDSE
& DL L0 PULITEST o L hLfs (10R9)
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Gandhi always stressed the imperative need for raising the
moral stature of the citizens while attempting to raise their standard
of living. He repeatedly reminded <a society did not become
great merely by erecting huge buildings and giant factories and
multiplying wealth for economic prosperity. While all these are
important a country becomes really great and worthy of respcet
only if her citizens imbibe the sterling qualities of the head and
heart which inspires them to sacrifice gladly their individual good
for the larger interest of the nation .18 Valluvar emphasises the
need for equity and justice in the efforts of the citizens to earn
wealth: “ Only the wealth of that man who has equity will not
perish, but will bring joy even to his descendants.” :

Q&diub o o weer dsh S g elar B

FEE5H M Cawrd yami g g (112)

Valluvar defines, ““a country is that in which those who bring
forth undiminishing produce, virtuous persons and persons of un-
abating wealth dwell in unity.” :

Serarr @I U @5 SEET R G Pl S

Qeaamw Bsiar g sr@. (731)

This Kura] brings out the fact that, not only higher producti-
vity and efficient entrepreneurship which will increase production and
augment national wealth, but moral values also are essential to
make a country a prosperous and peaceful nation. The emphasis on
good citizenship (based on moral values) is worth noticing here.

Gandhi opines that ‘people in the west generally hold that
the whole duty of a man is to promote the happiness of the majority
of mankind and happiness is supposed to mean ‘only physical
happiness and economic prosperity. If the laws of morality are
broken in the conquest of this happiness it does not matter very
much (for them). The consequences of this line of thinking are writ
largely on the face of Europe. This exclusive  search for physical and
economic well-being prosecuted in disregard of morality is contrary
to divine law, as some wise men in the westk,‘have shown.
One of these was John Ruskin who contends in Unto This Last

18 ¢ Gandhi: The Man and' hié Thought ““ — Shriman Na{qyan. DEQ(?“?-
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that men can be happy only if they obey the moral law. Morality
is an essential ingredient in all the faiths of the world, but apart
from religion, our commonsense indicates the necessity of observing
the moral law. Only by observing it can we hope to be happy.”19

19 “ |ntroduction to Paraphrase of Ruskin’s Unto This Last by Gandhi, page IX -X1.
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THE QUALITIES OF
A GOOD ADMINISTRATOR

1. INTRODUCTION

Among the reasons for the halting and inadequate manner in
which planned development is proceeding in our country may be
mentioned the defects in the formulation of the plan as well as in the
execution of it. Many individual critics and committees appointed
by government have expressed the view that the present adminis-
trative system in the country is not fit enough to cope up with the
requirements of planned economic development. The administrative
machinery that we have, has grown out of what was set up by the
early British rulers. And the major purpose of it seems to be the
same to-day as it was one and a half centuries ago. It was designed
primarily to function as an agency to collect the revenues of the govern-
ment and preserve law and order. But economic development requires
anew form of administration consisting of personnel interested in
economic welfare of the people, well-versed in the techniques of
collecting and utilising resources for developmental purposes and
inspired by a motive to build up the economy in a manner which
would contribute to the material well-being of the nation. The need
is therefore to build up a cadre of administrative officers and office
assistants who are temperamentally and intellectually equal to the
task.

It is revealing to find that the ancient Tamil Sage poet
Tiruvaljuvar has expressed some views about administration which
are of great relevance to day. The form of the government of his



130 QeTERMT &5 5 Qurm el ws

times was monarchy, the King was the head of the administration
with a council of ministers to assist and advise him. What Tiruvalluvar
stressed as the attributes of a good ruler hasto be interpreted as the
qualities required of the ministers, government officers and legislators
of the present democratic set up. In this paper I would try to focus
attention on three important points mentioned by the poet in the
chapter on @e» mior” & (39) in the Section yyFwsv :

(1) responsibility of the administration
(2) tolerance of criticism and

(3) concept of a welfare state.

In our efforts at planned development we have twoimportant
objectives in view (a) to increase industrial and agricultural production
and promote a high rate of growth of income and (b) to bring about
a better distribution of wealth and income so that all people would
benefit in an equitable, way by the increased production of wealth.

2. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT

What Tiruvalluvar stated on the 3 points mentioned above
may well form the basis of a sound administrative machinery enabling
it to contribute to the attainment of the twin objectives of our deve-
lopment programmes.

The respbnsibi]ity of the government is indicated thus :

BUDpid FLLL Qb ST5 580D ST 55

WG5S D WeR Fr&, (@opwri @ - 385)
“He is the real king who has the ability to acquire wealth, to
lay it up, to guard it and to spend it properly”. The government.
here is expected to produce wealth and not to content itself with
merely gettmg a share of what is produced by the people by taxing
them The tax resources of the state would therefore, depend not
on the coverage of the taxes or the diligence with which they are
collected but fundamentally on the extent to which production in-
creases- The state or administration is also responsible for the
proper distribution of wealth. By ¢guarding wealth’ , what the poet
means is that the capital resources of the country are to be maintained,
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and made to grow and never allowed to be wasted. This certainly
is a valuable hint for the India of today when instances of wastage
and under - utilization of capital are becoming common. This is
strange indeed in a country where shortage of capital is one of the
major impediments to economic progress. Apart from preserving
and building up capital, it is also the responsibility of the government
to bring about the economic development of the country. This
ideal of a sound administrative system—a constructive administration
as we may call it—fits in well with modern requirements.

3. TOLERANCE OF CRITICISM

Tolerance of criticism would mean not merely the willingness
to put up with criticism but also the preparedness to benefit by it.

Qraimastiue Qereo@Qur &G U Ly Qaurs gar

SIDEER PG FEGL 2 DG, : (@opur’ @ - 389)

¢ The whole world will stay under the protecting care of a King
who can bear the condemnation of well — meaning Counsellors.” In
the modern context this would mean that the administrators should
be prepared to accept constructive criticisms of their actions. They
should be willing to be corrected and not have their own way and try
to impose their will on the people. Since planned development in
our country is of the democratic type, acceptance of the principle
laid down in the above couplet would mean that in the formulation
of the plan as well as in the execution of it, enlightened and construc-
tive criticism is to be welcomed and the programmes of action modi-
fied where necessary. This is an excellent maxim and serves as a
corrective to overconfident administrators and official planners who
are not prepared to lend their ear to the well-meaning criticisms of
leaders of private business and to the young and inexperienced
village level workers who seem to.think that in matters like village
reconstruction and agricultural improvement they have every thing
to teach the villager and nothing to learn from his age long experi-
ence.

2

4. WELFARE STATE

So much is said and written about the need for building
up a welfare state. The modern concept of welfare state is based on
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the utilitarian principle that the government should aim at bringing
about maximum happiness for the largest number of people. Since
it is assumed that material welfare is the basic requisite of human
happiness, the attainment of this ideal depends on the extent to which
output is increased and the manner in which it is distributed. This
is onme of the fundamental objectives of planned developmentfin
India, and it is sought to be achieved by egalitarian methods. But
the ideal of a socialistic pattern of society remains to-day as distant
as it was ever before. In the context of the simple economy of his
times, Tiruva]luvar considered that in a properly administrated siate
people should be able to get the good things of life which they
require, that they should be well protected, that justice should prevail
and that the ruler should be compassionate and kind to the people.

Qarerwall QemGsre Gy gL BT GLH

e Lirw Cuisgis Qarafl. (@ punre@—390)

‘The glory of the ideal king is that he has the four essential
qualities, beneficience, compassion, sense of justice and care for his
people.” All talk of the administrators and legislators about building
up a welfare state is nothing more than a sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal unless they have real concern for the well-being of the people.
And there is no possibility of material well-being unless the basic
requirement of security of life and property is satisfied. At a time
when in many parts of our country these are in real danger, it is
certainly worth while to ponder over these lines.

The King’s duty is to protect his people. This is ‘dharma’
and the maintenance of it ensures economic development and
material well-being. The ideal King or the ideal administrator
should never swerve from the path of ‘dharma.’

A pTRupsET soa@w 4@ wpelwpssT

WIeTH 2@ W FT&F . (@opwr 8 — 384)

‘He is a king who not swerving from virtue and putting
down vice, maintains his honour.’

These few precepts are of great relevance today and may well
serve as the guidelines for the modern adminisiraior. The needs of
development have resulted in the creation of hundreds of new offices
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and the appointment of thousands of additional public servants and
civilian officers. But has the administrative machinery contributed
to economic development in proportion to the increase in its strength
and cost? If it has failed, the explanation is to be found in the fact
that the administrative machinery has not been flexible enough to
adjust itself to the changing requirements. Unless the administra-
tors are actuated by a missionary zeal, public enthusiasm which is
vitally important for success of our development efforts will not be
forthcoming. The great need of the times is an improvement in
quality rather than an increase in number and a change in the
attitude of the administrators and the workers at all levels. More
and more of them have to be inspired by the high ideals of

Tirukkura].
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