
 





 



 



6 

 





 









 
 

  
 



 





 





 



 



 









 





 







 





 













MY FAVOURITE GUEST 

know of him is what he himself has told me. His 

-simple heart cannot understand the extreme com- 

plexity of the modern world. He believes that his 

judgment of men.and things is infallible. He 

scarcely thinks men should also be judged from 

other circumstances and from their behaviour 

towards persons other than himself. 

He is welcomed with warmth at every one of 

my relatives’. He is the same at every door. His 

is a never-fatiguing spirit that feels all the elation 

of being a. friend to all. Rich and poor, young 

and old, the cold as well as the warm-hearted, 

never consider him as otherwise than ‘pleasing. 

His round of visits to numerous friends and rela- 

tives conduces to my pleasure, for he will be pre- 

pared to unburden himself of the rich store of 

impressions and information, collected daring such 

meetings with his kith and kin. 

~My favourite guest is a lover of the history, 

of families and their quaint relationships. His 

heart is eager to sip the honey of some old story, 

revived with all the sweetness due to the touch 

of long-forgotten friendship. His mind is ever 

alert for fresh endeavours in the fields of science 

and archeology; he can sit for hours together 

poring over any book treating of those subjects. 
23



 



 



 







 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 



 



 







 





 



 





 



 





 



 



MY TEACHER 

their frolics and even joined them in their merry 

sports. Hach boy in his class was labelled with a 

nickname that was either aptly descriptive of his 

physical contour or highly suggestive of his brain 

capacity. And it was a constant source of diver- 

sion both to the teacher and to the taught to hear 

the names repeated in quick succession to an 

amused audience, composed of masters and pupils 

of the other classes. He has a leaning towards 

the rich and the offspring of magnates are ever his 

dear concern. His cleverness in managing his 

class and his smooth contact with his superiors are 

the despair of many others who try to follow in 

his wake. The story runs that, during his early 

career as a teacher, he once got information of the 

intended surprise visit of an Inspector of Schools. 

He kept it a secret within himself and was alert in 

his duties. The rest of the classes were either un-. 

tuly or dozing, steeped in ignorance of the impend- 

ing danger. Only my, teacher was piously teaching 

geography to the boys with the aid of a big map, 

which, being a novel feature, received the rapt atten- 

tion of the whole class. The Inspector came and 

found the whole school in extreme disorder. The 

only man that was near his heart was my teacher 

and the instantaneous reward of such capital teach- 
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PERSONS AND PERSONALITIES 

ing was his promotion to the next higher form along 

with a good remark in the report. 

My teacher is invariably the private tutor to all 

the well-to-do boys of the place and naturally excites 

the envy of his colleagues. The time-honoured 

traditions point him as an inevitable appanage to 

the prosperous families of the locality. He was once 

endearingly styled by one of the leading men of 

the town as the “generalissimo of our Luz forces”. 

His practical sense and prudence are solely respon- 

sible for his assiduity in trying to prove useful to 

all, especially to those in position. None can miss 

him at marriage feasts or important functions in 

the higher circles. 

Though not wise enough to discern greatness 

in people, he has the faculty to worm himself. into 

their favours, once their title to recognition is 

established. There is in him just the proper 

admixture of native traits and intelligence which 

lead him on to fresh conquests. Weak as his 

flesh may be, his spirit is willing, and while age 

is corroding his heart, he is able to evoke the same 

old lively interest from his patrons and friends. 

And it is a frequent sight to find him engaged 

in familiar conversation with almost every one on 

the road, be he the most noteworthy or the least 
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