7

3

» 73‘\'.‘ S

&




WETUTISE S(HESD

uﬂ@s&l&;rrmg,j :
&GS UGHNLD
L1 55 2607 [ & T o1 Gl ;
), ATIOMTE UHGULD
REAOICRIE] !
GUATF® LijeLD
ug‘\f(}imgrrmg] y
&Iy & Hrofd LD
u@@ml'_l_rrmg,]

Raniha1GyTaem UMD

(ugayy, a9GFL oy Lo SHedia D DL 63T Fn. 1q-UI6DT )

2 soyuwr Afwi - uHlr Afwit
GuyrAfwi C. O e b BT HT & i unk
M.A. (Hist.) M.A. (Tamil) LT, oL

Dipl. Geog. Vidvan,
wsirEsr sBpsgps St
(U.G.C.Guyr &iflwit)

wasrwlarursSum
Lr&Li 2 .Gal. minreasui Hreslowb

QuesTL. pait, Gasi & - 600 090,
1986



waTGsrur S Suiril
Lrél i . Qo Friiprenguii
Brevfvws Qeuefluf® erevor - 100

wpapudiy 1986 - 1000 Sy Hesir

(C) wsrw@srursSwurw
Lr&Li o. Gou srifprensii HrsoBSVWID
Qu&eTL B, QFardr - 600 090

ofl%v : . 15/

Printed at Vijay Print Services, Madras-600 034.



o GTOTL&SLD

udliureri GmiL

Introduction

(P& DT

D1F-auCing LBGID - BTY —
L{HS ST ES F(HESSLD
UL fg g pLieu FHSSID
uflaeoibelf s &FHEsELn

Gousiraild & aLh
BGCOTLTSHUTRT &F(HdaLD
SLFAFweuT s L(Heuld - BT
pempLfl &FHSELD

S sy yerspeaniS Fmoban
QUATLIL|(& FHSSLD
UsHrGerupdips FHeHSD

Amarriyrer srisri GbSupsSOupp F@HSSD

Quearse LHauD (2 6 HaL uid)
HpLtg 6w LSOy ML BINLITET F(HSEL
|15 & 6ur 65T GlouenT GUITILILEETL . & (h&SLD

waTiySSTefs Ll (2_6wy penL_ullsd)

LT LUt GIpOeuli il F(HSLD
0 ST HMFWDLHS &F(HSELD

QarisarCrraT LEGaD (2 af Bl uid)

Qerids Qsfearsd FmesLD
Br& QafFars Fmobso
urinug QsfeFard &mdsLn
WSIHwmL_pS FHEHELD
olavaulng Lm oS Her
S ST @ SO SWST T S5
SO SST TS (L SeOIsoT
QLI s5T (L SHDSOLILIST TS
SLFF e & L1 (5 61 55 35 65T
&@ﬁnm@@m&m&ﬂ@
BB SUBTTS (LpSeAuIeT
fov B|(HHOSTLIT &6l

Qi T L SHDSPLILST TS

V- vi

vii - xxx
XXXi - xxxii
180
1.-19
20 . 81
382 .47
48 . 63
64 - 80

81 - 145
81 - 90
91 - 108
109 - 128
129 - 148
144 _ 145

146 - 158
146 - 149
150 - 168

1564 . 169
164 . 166
1587 - 169

16802 171
160 - 168
164 . 167
168 - 169
A0 Sl

172 - 174
175 - 178
179 - 181

182 . 184
185 - 188
189

190 - 192






ugiureri  GMoy

Caugsmz GousdHer & emeuLiLiLISsr
edapius (peofleud eALpmi@Lh
Bar Sedetr seoflems BHSENT S6aflHsmmnd
@auw SCari QsripGsdaid
QSO D[(LPENS 6T 60T SHIT  WIT (VL
DT epLiLisuflsbeom
LOT ST S6IT UM (LPLD LorL_Lom LoufSsv s
SlmeausvedsCasunfles & eoor GL_Geor.
C (QuAuHEewr.)

SLOLp65T T UTSHT DY(BHSAULT L S6ORUT T6OT LT &L gouIy 6uIF &6ir
GraNss masHmhs BsAws Qeramsais WHETLITY S
F{HHHD THTD GHHTVID RETH. IAUBESS AvL_SP GbSF
Fauguilsy DpALmaID (PSL  YPFATATFUGHRID 1T BhHLI
L SBor paiumeuBisar Ll (Hib D 6Tarer. QLT FeLI(BAID, LO&TLI
197 BTN SLIBaILD, el SETGT T &6T LI(heumI&6T @60,  HIevr
Afwir  @ubepsiTry  UGIBIESTUD  UTguiHESEOTLD 6T 60T M)
Garppi@ngl. BreorAfwid pebeor AT LTy $demSeuwrL gL
Lmigudm s S6omsd Hrevappemowd  QFIHBS S0 Fn (b B ED)6L
@uoapsiTry  LGeUBIGHT LB @AUEET  RUIT I BEhEGHS
HenL_ss6edodv. QFbUTSTr QFUi |l &STdE QSTetTL . @) bHT60
pureissr  gperrdursd  @Geflg  sTeuedlsd BB B
LD LI DI DS

@ pETL DFaGLS, HATLATF LGAIBISETS CST6TL Gl
D HGI LIS HD &FSSHI0GT, TERTG6wr, SGLoT @ 6w S ST
sriwsissT 6leT&sLILI(HE T NT. D|(HEFFOTEHT SBenGeMid LOMILIG.
uph 2 LG5 ASGLy GslL gGib GUumaidHd QFTveriLb
Epgl.  auUMTaISHLL  ELILIGBEIS 6D aﬁ)m&&uu@@mm@
Quinmauh HBGSSHDEG RUILITET LT &FLb.

DpFTATFLIHAID LDDISEHSESH RpSTTLOTEOT @)L b, G
LGuSHD HBSITLRIST SHLGSSG FroBdow 2 uCsdd
HpLiLgl 2 6rer g



Bssmaw . Apps Brosel Currdiwt Hm. C Omsesh
BrerEriwi ugejEyuh, alerésajamrujh erpdd QsT(H S 6T
T I IT 61T QFTE@BOLL 2 500 TaTOpSTmIh  LPESDH
UTHDET M. BT E)HBE HTHSWSHTFTIUTS  B6oT 1.

Bssmaw Apps Brevs Hewd mesbeaniCsel ot
serreL  AneuliCupmid Smeursrifupiey @evEidld Gl merig.(hd
G LréLi 2 .Ga.gmfpreogui Hreofowd uHnIGsd
sBUYsSIDG Seféder pgi.

BQppredder HEHL. ewmsad Defiss Hicuras ogd
BBV DU GEHBGHD 2 ML T SEHSEGLD BT 1.

Gppreddor BTG YFA_(HEQaT(HSS — edgmunifsire
soieiGevey o flenwreri  Hwm. 97 weRilwesT Dol &6ndE
56T 1.

@uowsTury $FaHMHESD TaTn Bred GFenLupMeiry @eofgi
(P19 S ML0& S 2 MiGI%WT  6TELGUTLD  6UsbeL  LIT b T Lo6dfleiT

S|HBET (@i,

0l leursT . u:rdmrmrr,rr;_r,cir
OFeardur. 90 b7 Ti1EF A g1empLidiey
27.12.1986 LrsLi 9. Gal Frprengwi Hredfevwin



introduction

Man is considered to be paragon of animals. He is undoub-
tedly the apex of creation. In apprehension he is like a God.
But all these things will carry no weight unless he realises the
goal of life. That goal of life can be determined only if he has
recoutse to “‘Shastras’” or codes of law. These codes are to be
found in the Vedas, Smrithis, Itihasas and Puranas. But to go
through all these texts in a life - time is a herculean task and
hence if one takes into his head to go through the Itihasas alone,
it is tantamount to have gone through all the scriptural texts
mentioned above. These ltihasas are two in number, the Rama-
yana and the Mahabharata.

Our Bharat is the Punya Bhoomi which produced these two
monumental works. The Ramayana is by Valmiki and the Maha-
bharata by Vyasa. Both are sages of a high order. Of the two,
Vyasa is considered to be Vishnu incarnate: c. f.‘Vyasaya
Vishnu rupaya Vyasa rupaya Vishnave“. His work the Maha-
bharata consists nearly a lakh of slokas, divided into eighteen
‘Parvas’. The amanuensis for this colossal work is none other
than Vinayaka, the Lord of ‘the Ganas’. This work includes the
Bhagavat Gita in Bhishma Parva and the Vishnu Sahasranama
Stotra in the Anusasanika Parva. Hence, the sanctity of the
work is emphasised in more ways than one. Though, apparen-
tly, the work seems to deal with the history and lives of the
Kings of the Kuru dynasty who carried on an internecine war re-
sulting practically in total annihilation, yet it contains the
panacea for all the evils in this world, guiding us at the same
time in the right path to face the problems of life which may
arise in diverse situations.

Now, | shall briefly give the essence of Asvamedha
Parva.



ASVAMEDHA PARVA

This is the Fourteenth of the Eighteen Parvas (sections)
of the Mahabharata. This consists of five sargas or Carukkams
(sub - sections) namely, (1) Maruttu - yagac - Carukkam.
(2) Parikshit - utbhavac - Carukkam, (3) Pari — valamvanda
Carukkam, (4) Velvic - Carukkam and (5) Nakulo-pakyana
Carukkam. The important events and details dealt with in
this Parva can be briefly analysed as follows:

The main theme of this Parva is the performance of the
Horse - sacrifice by Dharmaputra, as per the directions of
Vyasa, corroborated by Krishna, as an expiation for the
destruction and transgressions, perhaps committed during
the Kurukshetra war unintentionally. Dharmaputra pleaded
his poverty and said that the treasury had become
practically empty, because of Duryodhana’s lavishness in
enticing people to fight on his side and because of his
own compassion towards the suffering families on the
aftermath of the War.

Sage \lyasa suggested a method to acquire the wealth
needed for the ‘yaga’ by narrating the Maruttu episode.

(1) Maruttu yagac Carukkam:- Maruttu was the
eigth grandson of King Manu the son of Surya. He
wanted to perform the Asvamedha (Horse - sacrifice) and hence
requested Brhaspati to be the Purohit. Indra interfered and
prevented ‘Brhaspati‘ from acceptance.

At that time came Saga Narada and suggested to
Maruttu to approach Samvardhanar, the younger brother
. of Brhaspati to be the Purohit, and after many persuasions,
at last Samvardhanar assented to be the Purohit. Maruttu,
then with the wealth bestowed by Lord Siva, performed
the Asvamedha to perfection in spite of hurdles put by
Indra. Vyasa advised Dharmaputra to get at the wealth
remaining  unspent atthe  “Yaga” lying buried in the
Munjavan Hill on the Himalayas, which will be enough to
perform the ‘“‘asvamedha’’ as proposed. Dharma accepted
Vyasa’s suggestion to get at the hidden wealth on the hill.



(2) Parikshit Uthbavac - Carukkam:-

Dharma was ruling the country from  Hastinapura.
Arjuna with Krishna came to Indraprastha and were staying
there. One day Arjuna requested Krishna to tell him again
about the great philosophical truths preached to him on the
outbreak of the Kurukshetra war. Krishna obliged. Then Krishna
thought of going back to Dwaraka and so to get permission
from Dharma, both he and Arjuna came to Hastinapura. Dharma
permitted Krishna to go to Dwaraka with arequest to come
back to attend the ‘asvamedha’. Krishna started to Dwaraka
with his army and stayed on the way at the “asrama’ of
Uthangar.

Later, Krishna, with his younger brother Sattagi
reached Dwaraka. At Dwaraka Krishna bowed before his parents
and told them about the Mahabharata war, especially the death
of Abhimanyu. Vasudevar fell down in a swoon and Krishna
brought him back to his senses.

As per the direction of Vyasa, Dharma with his brothers
started to get the hidden wealth from the Munjavan hill in
the Himalayas. At that time, during his absence, Krishna
with Subhadra and Balarama came to Hastinapura to
witness the ‘Yaga’'. Dhridharashtra and Vithura received
them. When they were staying in the palace, Uttarai gave
birth to a male child, but it was still - born.

All the women - folk in the palace wept bitterly in-
clusive of Kunti and Krishna, hearing this wail went to meet
them. - Subhadra requested him to bring the child back to
life and Krishna, after taking a ‘prathigna’ (solemn declaration)
touched  the dead child from head to foot by his feet. The
child opened its eyes at the divine touch of Krishna and it
was named ‘“‘Parikshit’’ because he was born after the
*Pariksheenam’. A month after the birth of ‘Parikshit’
Dharma came back to Hastinapura with his brothers bringing
the wealth with him. Krishna welcomed them. Then
Vyasa instructed Dharma to proceed with the arrangements
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for the ‘“Asvamedha’ and as a preliminary ritual asked him
to let loose the sacrificial horse to go round the earth.
Dharma did so, and entrusted Arjuna to follow the horse,
keeping guard overit. Further he instructed him not to
fight with recalcitrant Kings but try all his best to bring them
round and make them friends. Arjuna followed the horse in
its sojourn).

(3) Pari - valam - vanda - Carukkam:-

Arjuna first reached the Northern region and there
subdued those Kings who resisted him. Then he Conquered
the Trikarthas and Yagnadutta, the son of Bhagadutta, who was
ruling Magadha from his capital Prakjotisha - nagar. Then
he invited them for the Asvamedha to be held on the
Chitra - Paurnami day.

Then Arjuna came to Sindhu - desa and there he was
confronted by the grandson of Jayatradha: Arjuna pardoned
him at the request of Dujjalai (wife of Jayatradha). Then
he repaired through Kalinga and Kulinga and finally reached
Manalurpura. There he was confronted by his son.
Babruvahana. He was born, through Chitrangadai, the
Pandyan princess. Ulubi, another wife of Arjuna instigated
Babruvahana to fight with his father and in the encounter,
Arjuna fell down unconscious. Hearing this Chitrangadai
rushed to the battle - field and wept bitterly, chastising
Ulubi at the same time. Babruvahana came to know that
Arjuna was his father and he determined to commit
suicide; . but Ulubi prevented him and directed him to
bring back his father to life through the ‘Sanjeevana’ gem
which she handed over to him. This gem was given to
Ulubi by her father, the king of the Nagas. The Sanjeevana gem
had got the miraculous power of bringing the dead back
to life. Babruvahana placed the gem on Arjuna’s chest and
he woke up alive as if from sleep. Arjuna came to know
of all the details from Ulubi and then invited all the three -
Ulubi, Chitrangadai, and Babruvahana to the Asvamedha.
Ulubi stayed in Pandya - Nadu with Chitrangadai.
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Arjuna continued his journey northwards along the
western coast, and at Girivraja, he conqucted Megasandhi, the
grandson of Jarasandha and invited him for the sacrifice.
Then he went through ChediNadu to Dwaraka and from
there he reached Ghandhara. There the son of Sakuni
confronted him. Arjuna defeated him and then invited
him for the sacrifice, embracing him, Then through
Matsyadesa he reached Panchala and invited all the people
in Panchala to come for the Asvamedha at Hastinapura.

(4) Velvic - Carukkam:.

Dharma commanded Bhima to instal the ‘yaga - sala’
and to send messengers to all the other Kings inviting them
for the sacrifice. Bhima acted accordingly and raised
cottages on the banks of the Ganges for all to be accommo-
dated. Then all the materials and accessories necessary
for the ‘yaga’ were got ready with all food - stuffs and
other auspicious things. Dharma welcomed all- and gave
them a good reception by affording a sumptuous feast.
At that time a messenger came to Dharma and told him
the news that Arjuna was back with the sacrificial horse.
All the people of Hastinapura gathered to welcome Arjuna.
Arjuna entered the hall where Dharma was seated and
took his seat there. Just at that time Babruvahana came
with Ulubi and Chitrangadai. :

Dharma began the ‘yaga’ rituals with Draupadi by his
side on the ‘yaga - peeta’ and performed the ‘yaga’ foy
seven days. On the concluding day, he distributed all the
wealth to the entire satisfaction of all the people assembled
there with no imperfection. He gave permission to all of
them to go back to their cities. At that time a mangoose
came there and began to tell an anecdote justifyng its state -
ment that the ‘yaga’ of Dharma was not one to be eulogised
as great or grand or of par excellence.
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(5) Nakulopakyana Carukkam:-

The mangoose gave the story of a Brahmin by name
Satthuppratta, who gave the meagre food of corn-flour
kept for his entire family (consisting of himself, his wife,
his son and daughter - in - law) to a guest who came to his
hut with great hunger. After taking the entire corn - flour,
the guest washed his hands and went away. The mangoose
went to the place where he washed his hands and rolled over
the water spilled there from his hands. To its'great amaze-
ment, one half of its body turned golden, because of the
eminence of Annadhana by the poor Brahmin Satthuppratta.
To get the other half of its body also golden, the mangoose
visited every place where ‘dhanas’’ were given liberally,
but to no purpose. At last having heard about the
Asvamedha of Dharmaputra and liberal feeding of all for
seven days, it went there with the idea thatit might get its
other half of the body golden (by rolling on the water
drippled from the washed hands of the guests) but got
disappointed. Then the mangoose surmised that the meagre
‘dhana’ of corn - flour made by the Brahmin and his family
was certainly superior to the ‘dhanas’ in the Asvamedha
done with a purpose. Hence it told in Dharma’s presence
that ‘Annadhana’ though it may be corn - flour done with no
ulterior motive. was certainly the best dhana superior even
to  Asvamedha; then it disappeared. Dharma was crest-
fallen but Vyasa brought home to him the inner sublime,
content imbedded in the mangoose’'s statement, The
mangoose was under a curse and it got absolved from
that curse by demeaning and deriding  Dharma’s
Asvamedha.

The background story is to be noted here and Vyasa
narrated this:- “O Dharma! please hear this story: Krodha
or Anger entered the ‘asrama’ of Jamadagni and split the
cow's milk which the sage had kept for a Shradda
Ceremony. The sage was not at all enraged and he remained
quiet; but his Pitrus were very angry and they cursed Krodha
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to become a mangoose. Then Krodha prostrated and begged
before the Pitrus as to when it would be absolved from the
curse, and they said that “if you deride Dharma (nghteous-
less) and speak ill of it then you will regain your original
form”. The mangoose came to your Asvamedha and spoke
ill of your Dharma by deriding it. It disappeared suddenly
because it regained its original form. The essence to be noted
from this is that'* you,Dharmaputra! is Dharma personified” Thus
Vyasa brought home to Dharmaputra that he was the noblest
embodiment of Dharma and hence no cause for worrying
himself. At the same time the sage concurred with the
verdict of the mangoose that ‘’Annadhana is superior to all
dhanas”’.

Next, | shall briefly give the essence of Asrama - vasa
Parva.

ASRAMA-VASA PARVA

This is the fifteenth of the Eighteen Parvas (sections)
of the Mahabharata. This consists of five sargas or
Carukkams (sub-sections) namely (1) Murai - puri - Carukkam,
(2) Dirudarattiran turavu eidiya Carukkam (3) Vanam - puhu-
Carukkam, (4) Puttira - sobam - teernda Carukkam and (5)
Dirudarattiran - Gandhari Kunti mutthi perra Carukkam. The
important events and details dealt with in this Parva can
be briefly analysed as follows:

(1) Murai - puri Carukkam:-

Dharmaputra ~ was  ruling the kingdom well to be
appreciated even by the Devas. Dhridharashtra performed
the Shraddha ceremony for all his sons and relatives who
“ated on the battlefield. One day Bhima found fault with
Dhridharashtra for doing charity in the name of his wicked
sons and at once Dhridharashtra determined to renounce
the world and retire of the forest to do ‘tapas’s
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(2) Dirudarattiran - turavu - eidiya - Carukkam:-

Dhridharashtra informed Dharma about his resolve and
at first Dharma was not amenable to his idea, though
Gandhari tried to convince him; but later on, on the advice
of Vyasa, he agreed for the renunciation of Dhridharashtra.
Meanwhile Gandhari and Kunti followed suit and they also
renounced the world, to accompany Dhridharashtra to the
forest. Their daughters - in - law also accompanied them.

(3) Vanam - puhu - Carukkam:.

Sanjaya and Vithura also renounced the world and
were prepared to go to the forest. Yuyutsa and Kripa also
wanted to renounce but Dhridharashtra directed them to
stay and help Dharma in his administration. Then all
wended their way to the ‘asram’ of Sathayupa. There in
his hermitage, cottages were raised to accommodate all
of them. Dhridharashtra began to do ‘tapas’, restricting his
food and in course of time became weak in body.

One day, Narada came there and informed them about
the respective worlds to be achieved by them. Dhidharashtra
and Gandhari would reach Kubera - loka; Kunti Indraloka;
the daughters - in - law would go to the Loka of their
respective  husbands;  Sanjaya will attain Svarga and
Vithura will enter into the body of Dharma and become
one with him. Narada said that he came to know this
information at Indraloka from Indra.

One day Dharma wanted to see his mother Kunti and
others and hence started from Hastinapura with his four -
fold army, brothers, ladies of the household and his
subjects to the forest. They all reached the ‘asrama’ of
Sathayupa. Dharma prostrated before his parents and got
their blessings. Vithura was not there and hence Dharma
inquired about his whereabouts; and Sanjaya said that
he- was roaming like a ‘Digambara’ saint (naked) among
the hills. Dhridharashtra wanted Sanjaya to introduce
Dharma and all others to the Rishis there and he did so.
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‘Dharma was staying with Dhridharashtra and one day he
was able to see Vithura and approached him. Vithura
entered his body and merged himself init. Dharma,
wanted to burn his body asa samskara’ to Vithura but
the divine voice from the sky prevented him from doing
so. It said that Vithura'was ‘Sanatana dharma‘ and he was
going to enter the ‘¢Vaikarthana Loka. Then Dharma stayed
inthe ‘asrama’ of Dhridharashtra for one month.

(4) Puttira - Sobam - teernda - Carukkam:-

One day Vyasa cameito Dhridharashtra andtold ’him to
exptess his desire, if any, so that he might help him.
Dhridharashtra said that he wanted to see Bhishma, Drona
Karna and other kings who died in the ‘Kurukshetra war.
Ghandhari also expressed her desire that all her daughters-
in - law should see their respective husbands (and thereby
she could see her sons as well). Kunti wanted to see Karna.

Vyasa consented and took all of them to the banks
of the Ganges and stayed in a garden. Meanwhile, the
Rishis, Kings and Devas assembled there to witness this
strange phenomenon. Vyasa invited the dead heroes ito
come and ali of them emerged from the waters of the
Ganges on their respective ‘Vahanas’ or vehicles. Dhridharashtra
was able to see all of them withthe divine eyes (gnana -
chatchus) given by Vyasa and the heroes also reciprocated by
seeing  Dhridharashtra  and others. Now, Dhridharashtra,
Ghandhari, Dharma, otherKings, ladies and all of them were
relieved of their grief (soka) and became happy. Kunti, the
Pandavas and their ladies similarly felt happy seeing
Karna and all others. After enjoying their company  for
sometime, all the heroes (past dead) had to go back totheir
heavenly abodes by entry into the waters of the Ganges. At
that time the ladies of the royal household who lost their
‘husbands in the war wanted to join their husbands by
shuffling off their mortal coil and Vyasa, by his grace,
obliged them and asked them also to enter into the Ganges.
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They did so, joined their husbands and with them reached
their heavenly abodes. Vyasa took leave of Dhridharashtra
after blessing him and others.

[Note:- The Palm - [eaf manuscripts end here and from
this prose - version begins].

(5) Dirudarattiran Ghandhari Kunthi - Mutthi - perra
Carukkam:-

Dhridharashtra asked Dharma to go back to Hastinapura
and he with his brothers and all other retinue returned to
Hastinapura. Dharma was ruling his kingdom very well
and one day Narada came to see him. Dharma inquired
about the welfare of Dhridharashtra, Ghandhari and Kunti and
-the sage said that they were consumed by wild fire in the
jungle and their bodies were cremated by the Brahmins
there. Sanjaya retired to the Himalayas.

Narada consoled Dharma and directed him to do
“Uttara-Kriyas’ in the Ganges and for twelve days the ablutions
(Pitru - Karmas) were done. Then Narada took leave of
Dharma and Dharma was ruling the Kingdom with peacs,
plenty and prosperity.

Next |shall briefly give the essence of Mausala Parva.
MAUSALA PARVA

This is the Sixteenth of the Eighteen Parvas (Sections)
of the Mahabharata. This consists of two sargas or
Carukkams (sub sections) namely (1) Krittina - Balarama-
niryana - Carukkam and (2) Arjunan Tuvarai - poi - meenda
Carukkam.

[The main theme of this Parva is the exit of Balarama
and Krishna from this world and the complete eradication of
of the Yada\_/a race].
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(1) Krittina - Balarama - niryana C&rukkam:.

One day the sages Visvamitra, Narada and Kanva
came to Dwaraka to see Krishna. At that time, as fate
would have it, the Yadavas, dressed one Samban as a
female, brought him before the sages and told them that
she was the wife of Babruvahana and what would be her
issue, whether it would be a male or a female. The sages,
because they were seers, found the ftrick played on them
and hence cursed that a pestle (musalam) would issue from
Samban’s bosom and it would be the cause for the
eradication of the entire Yadava race. It so happened and as
soon as a pestle came out of the bosom of Samban,
the Yadavas carried the news to Vasudeva and he ordered
them to powder the pestle and throw it into the sea.
They did so but what happened was that these powders
turned into sedges (sharp pointed grass).

Meanwhile, a wordy duel ensued between Sattagi and
Kritavarma and this developed into a severe fight in which
both of them died besides Prathyumnan, son of Krishna,
who went to help Sattagi.

Krishna was enraged and ordered the Yadavas to pluck
out the sedges grown on the sea-shore and fight with
them as instruments. They did so and to the great surprise
of all, the grass turned into pestles and javelins. All of
them perished fighting among themselves. Krishna was
seeing the whole incident and he directed one Pabbru, to
escort the ladies to a safe place in the city. When
Pabbru was leading the ladies as directed, one grass shot
out by a hunter turned into an arrow and killed him.
Krishna returned to Dwaraka and informed his parents
about the incidents. He told Vasudeva that both he and
Balarama would be going to do penance and that he had
sent Taruka, his charioteer to bring Arjuna from Hastinapura,
so that he may be of help to Vasudeva in his administration
at Dwaraka. Vasudeva felt much, for the absence of his
sons who went to do penance. Balarama preceded Krishna
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and hence Krishna Svent afterwards to see him. But he
disappeared from his sight as a serpent (Adisesha). Then
Krishna was lying under the shade of a tree and a hunter
by name Jara, mistook his foot for a bird and aimed
an arrow atit. It pierced the bottom of his foot. Krishna
left this world and reached Paramapada, his usual abode.
There he was welcomed by all the Deva-ganas, Brahma
and Indra amidst Vedic chanting and he sat on the throne
(Dharmadhi-peetam).

(2) Arjunan-tuvarai-poi-meenda Carukkam:-

Taruka, as directed by Krishna came to Hastinapura
and told Arjuna about the complete eradication of the
Yadava race and the penance undertaken by Balarama
and Krishna. He further told Arjuna to come to Dwaraka
as wished by Krishna. Having heard the sad news about
the Yadavas, the ladies in the harem began to cry.
Arjuna consoled them and then after getting permission
from Dharma, he hastened to Dwaraka. He met Vasudeva
(the father of Balarama and Krishna) in his palace.
Vasudeva embraced ' Arjuna and told him that both
Balarama and Krishna had left Dwaraka once and for all,
to 'do penance and they would not return. He further
told him that he had to help him in his rule and also in
doing ablutions to the departed souls of the Yadavas.
‘He also divulged the news that Dwaraka will be devoured
by the sea in seven days as foreseen by Krishna and
‘hence he had  to protect somehow the women - folk in the
island Hearing these words, Arjuna said that he cannot
bear separation from Krishna and further suggested that he
would take all the women from Dwaraka to Indraprastha.
Then Arjuna called for a meeting of all the four varnas in
Dwarédka and told them that they must all be prepared to
‘'come with ‘him to Indraprastha, as Dwaraka will go under
the sea, within seven days. He resolved to make Vajra
ithe ‘great-grandson of Krishna as the King of the Yadavas
at Indraprastha. Meanwhile, during the night Vasudeva died
and Arjuna had directed Vajra to do all the funeral rites
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to Vasudeva. The wives of Vasudeva—Devaki, Rohini,
Badrai and Madhirai all mounted the funeral pyre. After
finishing all the ceremonial rites to them through Vajra,
Arjuna went in search of Krishna and found him under a
tree breathing his last, struck by an arrow aimed at the
bottom of his foot by a hunter named Jara. Arjuna
concluded that this fate to Krishna was due the curse
of Durvasa and directed Vajra to do all the ‘pitru-karmas’.

Then all the people of BPwaraka with their families
and the women - folk started to Indraprastha carrying with
them all -their possessions and treasures on carts,
camels, elephants, horses & chariots. Arjuna escorted them
with his bow Kandeepa and arrows, mounted on a chariot.
On the way at Panchanatha the hunters waylaid them and
robbed all their possessions including the jewellery of the
women and their wealth. No doubt, Arjuna took his bow
and aimed arrows at the dacoits but to no purpoese as
they have lost their velocity and power and became
ineffectual. The hunters went away with the booty.
Arjuna was crest-fallen. He reached Kurukshetra and with
the concurrence of Dharma he installed the Yadava
chieftains to rule over particular regions. Kritavarman's
son was made to rule from Mrittikavatham; Asvapathi ~was
made to rule from Gandavavana and Sattagi‘s son,
Yuyudhanan was made to rule from the capital on the
Saraswati river. After this Arjuna installed on the throne
Vajra at Indraprastha as the Yadava's King. Rukmini entered
fire to join with Krishna; so also Balarama’s wives immolated
themselves to join their husband.

Then Arjuna came to Vyasa’s hermitage depressed and
sorrow-stricken. Vyasa asked the cause for his grief and
Arjuna narrated to him the entire events that had
happened, viz—the eradication of the Yadava race, exit of
Balarama and Krishna from the world, his escort for the
women of Dwaraka to Indraprastha; and his inability to
wield his bow and arrows against the hunters who
waylaid him. Vyasa enlightened him by saying that without
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Krishna, he cannot have any power for himself; and
that was the reasan why his bows and arrows failed.
Vyasa further said that due to the curse of the Sages,
the Yadava race perished, and Krishna left for his
Paramapada  after fulfilling his mission of removing
Bhudevi of her burden. He advised Arjuna and the other
Pandava  brothers to go for tapas. Arjuna was
much pleased. He came to Hastinapura, told Dharma about
the exit of Balarama and Krishna to Paramapada, together
with the demise of Vasudeva, and also about his own
escort—for the women from Dwaraka to Indraprastha.

MAHA-PRATTHANIKA PARVA

This is the Seventeenth of the Eighteen Parvas (Sections)
of the Mahabharata.

This Parva deals about the great departure of the
Pandavas and Draupadi from this earth. It consists of
two sargas or Carukkams (1) Pandavar turaveidiya Carukkam
and Uttaradisaiadainta Carukkam

(1) Pandavar-turaveidiya Carukkam:-

After the exit of Krishna, Dharma with his brothers
and Draupadi decided to go for ‘tapas’. They coronated
Parikshit as the ruler of the Kauravas at Hastinapura.
Arjuna had already installed Vajra as King of the Yadavas
at Indraprastha. Subhadra was invited by Dharma and was
entrusted' with the responsibility of looking after these
two ‘rulers to be always on friendly terms. Then he
called Kripa, entrusted Parikshit in his hands and made
Yuyutsu his minister.

After distributing all his wealth among the Brahmins
and the needy, Dharma was about to leave Hastinapura
dressed in hermit's attire. Draupadi also wore the
same attire. At that time two individuals came to
Dharma and presented a case for inquiry and judgment.
The case was as follows:=
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The owner of a house sold it to another individual.
The purchaser wanted to renovate ‘the house and during
the digging operations carried on, he struck on a particular
place with a treasure-trove. At once he took the trove
and came to the seller to give it to him, as he was the
previous owner. But the seller refused to take the
treasure-trove saying that because he sold the "house it
included also all the materials associated with it whether
inside or outside, But the purchaser argued that he
purchased the house only and not the treasure-trove.
Dharma heard their arguments and postponed the verdict
for the next day. Next day both the men came and now they
spoke differently. The purchaser argued that the trove
belonged to him as he was the present owner of the
house and the seller argued that he sold only the house
and not the treasure found inside. Dharma was racking
his brains over this sudden change that had come over
them and Sahadeva smiled and said to Dharma that Kaliyuga
had dawned and hereafterwards there would be no place
for justice, morality or righteousness. Hearing Sahadeva’s
words Dharmaputra at once renounced the Kingdom and
started - with his brothers to the forest to do penance.
Bhima led the party followed by Arjuna, Nakula, Sahadeva,
Draupadi and a dog and Dharmaputra was the last in the
row as the seventh. The subjects of Hastinapura followed
them to a great distance but Dharma asked them to return
back to” the city. Meanwhile, Ulubi' entered the waters of
the Ganges and went to her Naga-loka. Chitrangadhai

went to Manalurpura. ;

(2) Uttara-disai-adainta Carukkam: .

The Pandavas with Draupadi wended their ‘way
eastwards. Dharma went first followed by Bhima, Arjuna,
Nakula, Sahadeva and Draupadi. A dog foliowed them.
Arjuna had a special liking for his Kandeepa and two
quivers and hence he was taking them with him. Agni-
Deva came in disguise before him and told him to throw
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away the bow, arrows and quivers into the sea, soO

that he might take them and hand them over to Varuna,
the real owner.

The Pandavas came south and then they turned
back westwards and through the northern coast came
and saw Dwaraka submerged. Then they went northwards
and saw the Himalayas and Mount Meru. When they
were going fast, Draupadi first fell down to the earth.
Bhima asked Dharma the reason for her fall and he said
that she had been partial in having the greatest attach-=
ment towards Arjuna. Then after some distance, Sahadeva
fell down to the earth. Bhima asked Dharma the reason
for his fall and he said that he felt very proud as being
the only great scholar, none equal to him. After some
distance Nakula fell down. Bhima asked the reason and
Dharma said that he was very arrogant in thinking that he
was the only most beautiful person in the world, 'none
equal to him. Then Arjuna, not able to bear their separation
also fell down to the earth. Bhima asked the reason and
Dharma said he was very haughty in thinking that he
was the only adept in archery in the world, and despised
all other archers as unequal to him. After some distance,
Bhima fell down and as he was falling he asked Dharma
the reason for his fall and he said that he was a self-boaster
about his prowess and strength criticising all others with
scant respect. Thus all the four brothers of Dharma fell
down with Draupadi and the dog only followed Dharma
on his onward journey.

Now Indra came with a divine chariot = and asked
Dharma to enter into it. Dharma said that he was not
willing to come to Svarge without his brothers and
Draupadi but Indra said that they have already attained
Svarga by shuffling off their human body and he could
come with him in his human frame itself, see them and
satisfy himself. Then Dharma said to Indra that as the dog
was much attacbed to him and following him up to a
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great distance without leaving him, it must also be
allowed to enter into the divine Chariot. But Indra said
“No dog should enter Svarga”. Dharma, then said that
he could not leave the dog because it sought refuge
under him. Now, the dog which was really Yama,
the Dharma - devata appreciated Dharmaputra’‘s
determination and blessed him to enter Svargaloka
with his human frame itself. Then Dharma entered the
divine chariot to go to Svargaloka. On the way he saw
the cities of Kinnarar Vidyadharar and Siddhar, and felt very
happy.

SVARGAROHANA PARVA.

This is the last of the Eighteen Parvas. It deals about
the ascent of Dharmaputra to Svarga. This Parva consists
of four 'sargas or Carukkams, and they are (1) Sorga
dharisana  Carukkam, (2) Naraka - dharisana - Carukkam
(3) Paramapada - dharisana - Carukkam and (4) Mukti adainta
Carukkam

(1) Sorga-dharisana Carukkam:-

Dharma saw the path and the areas covered by the
sun, the moon, other planets, and the stars. He also saw
the Dhruva mandala or the Pole Star. The cities of the
Devas with all their embellishments caught his eye. He
witnessed the performance of yagas and charities given in
plenty. Good roads were laid there and trees were planted
on either side. Beautiful halls, were constructed and they
were occupied by men of noble thoughts who never dreamt
of any evil whatsoever. Residences of  ‘pativratas’
adorned the entire region & Dharma was much pleased to
see all novelties there and reached Indra’s court. There
Narada came and eulogised Dharma by saying that he was
the only King who came to Heaven with his human body
and hence there was none equal to him in fame and glory.
But Dharma plainly told Narada that unless he saw his
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brothers and Draupadi he would not accept all this praise
and eulogy. Then Indra called Narada and other sages
and requested them to take Dharma to a particular place
in Svarga.

There Dharma to his great surprise and dismay saw
Duryodhana, the embodiment of wickedness in Svarga,
Dharma, at once said that he cannot be in Svarga along
with Duryodhana even for a minute and then expressed his
desire to see his relatives and Karna. Indra sent some
of his mesengers to take Dharma to the place where his
brothers were and then bring him to his palace. The
messengers led Dharma as directed.

(2) Naraka - dharisana - Carukkam :-

Dharma smelt the bad odour emanating from the
sinners. He saw clusters of hair all around; mires of
flesh and blood made the surface slushy. The - sound
produced by the wings of the flying birds like vultures,
owls and crows were deafening. All sorts of worms,
mosquitos coupled with crocodiles, adders and reptiles
infested the area; thorny shrubs abound the banks of the
Vaitarini  river flowing with boiling water unfordable.
The Yamakinkarars were torturing the sinners in various
ways. Some were beaten with clubs; some were crushed;
some were grinded on the grindstone; some were cut
to piees by saws; some had their eyes and nose pierced
with sharp iron needles, some had their tongues burnt,
some had their intestines plucked out; some had their
hands cut and some were thrown into the fire.

The lady- sinners were hanged with iron hooks
and pierced with fish - hooks; some were immersed in the
goblin - hell.

Seeing all these horrors in hell, Dharma inquired
the messengers who escorted him as to what were the
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various sins committed by these victims. They catalogued
the crimes committed by them and some of them were
as follows :-

Robbing the Brahmins of their possessions, arson,
food -'poisoning, dacoity, murder of women especially
wives, disparaging remarks about devatas, talking ill
of superiors, ingratitude, false - witnessing, telling lies,
backbiting, treachery, felony, adultery, starving one's
parents and kicking them with foot, theft of temple property,
idol - lifting, driving away guests and relatives, contem-
ptuous treatment of one's scholarship, trangression of
royal law, false mendicancy, cow - slaughter and debauchery.

Among the ladies the chief crimes are disobedience to
their husbands, unchaste behaviour and being shrews iike
Xanthippe.

Dharma had both his ears shut and inquired what
Loka was that. The messengers said it was the South of
Yamapura. Then he asked where his brothers were kept and
they said that they were at a little distance from that
hellish  horrible place. Dharma wanted to turn back
reluctant to go further when suddenly he heard the voice
of his brothers, Draupadi, and Karna. Dharma became
stupefied as to what sins these good relatives had
committed. He told the guides that he would stay with
them and not coming further. Further, he told them to return
to Indra and tell him about his resolve and they went
and told Indra. Indra, with all the eighteen Devaganas,
Ashtavasus, Ekadasa - rudrars, Dwadasa - Adittars, Rishis
like Vasishta, and Narada, Kubera, Varuna, Yama and
Agni came there to see Dharma. Indra told Dharma that
all of them came there to lead him to Svarga (Heavenly Bliss)
and that Naraka-dharisana for him was only a ruse (false
trick) played on him because of the pretentious trick he
played on Drona during the war. Thus the Naraka that he
had seen was only an illusion and not real. He told
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Dharma that his  brothers with Draupadi had already
attained Svarga and he could meet them there. Dharma
felt extremely glad and went with Indra and the Devas.

(3) Paramapada-dharisana-Carukkam

Dharma took his bath in the Akasaganga and his body
became divine, becoming effulgent like the sun and Agni.
The Devas showered flowers and the Rishis blessed him.
Then Dharma went to Krishna's place, the Paramapada and
there he smelt the perfume of Tulasi. Amidst the chanting
of Vedas and Sahasranama, Dharma saw Krishna seated
on the throne and at once préstrated before him. Then
he returned to Indra. Indra showed to Dharma—Bhishma,
Drona, Dhridharashtra and Ghandhari; then he showed to
Dharma his father Pandu surrounded on both sides by
Kunti and Mattiri, Karna, his four younger brothers with
Draupadi, Upapandavas and  Abhimanyu. Then among
the Vinjaiyar and Siddhar ganas he saw Iravan, Gatothkaja,
Kritavarma, Sattagi and cther Yadava heroes.: Drishtadhyu-
mna was by the side of Agnideva. Dharma saw Drupada,
Virata, the Pandya, Kekaya and all other Kings who died
heroically in the battle among Yakshas and Gandharvas.
Indra left Dharma in a beautiful hall there and returned
to his palace with the Devas.

(4) Mukti-adainta Carukkam:

Bhishma joined the Ashta-vasus as the Eighth. Drona
merged with  Brhaspati. Dhridharashtra ' and Ghandhari
attained Kubera-loka. Pandu with his two wives reached
Indra-loka. Karna entered Suryaloka, Bhima became one
with the :Marutths; Arjuna (Naran) became inseparable
from Narayana; Nakula and Sahadeva entered the body of
the Asvini Devas; Abhimanyu entered Chandraloka; Pradhyu-
mna became one with Sanatkumarar. Rukmini and other
consorts of Krishna became one with Lakshmi; the sixteen
" thousand Gopis plunged into the Sarasvati river and became
‘absaras’ (celestial damsels) and reached Vasudeva (Krishna).
Vithura and Dharma became one with Yama.
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Duryodhana entered the body of Kalipurusha. Sakuni
entered Dwapara’s body. All the other sons of Dhridharashtra
became Rakshasas. Bagadutta joined the Asuras. Drupada,
Virata, his sons, Gatothkaja, Purisravas and Vasudeva—all
became one with Visvedevas. Balarama became Adisesha
and ‘the Yadavas attained Surar-Loka.

In this way, Vaisampayana narrated the full story and
concluded by saying that the Mahabharata was the Fifth
Veda and those who hear this story will become alsolved
from their sins and get themselves purified.

This story fosters chastity in ladies; it acts as a boat
to cross the ocean of misery; it acts as the sun removing
the inner darkness or ajnana in the world. It is a mirror
to reflect the fourfold Purusharthas; it is a treasury to
eradicate poverty, a ladder to Heaven, and a thunderbolt
to the serpent of all kinds of sins. Above all, it contains
all the information found in various books and in short, it
is an encyclopaedia of all knowledge under the globe-
Janamejaya became a ‘mukta’ by hearing this Mahabharata
story from Vaisampayana.

TFhus Sutha-muni narrated the entire Mahabharata to
the Rishis of Naimisaranya and they felt very happy as
if they themselves have attained Mukti or Eternal Bliss at
that moment itself.

This, in short, is the essence of this Parva.

Thus ends the MAHABHARATA CURUKKAM.

The work of writing a Commentary on all the Parvas of
the ‘’Mahabharatha Curukkam’ was enjoined on me by the
authorities of Dr. U. Ve. Swaminatha lyer Library and | am
grateful to them for this honour conferred on me. By the grace
of the Mahamahopadyaya - Dakshinadhya Kalanidhi Dr. lyer and
by the benign benediciton of my esteemed Guru, Sri. U.Ve.V.M.
Gopalakrishnamachariar, the modern Patanjali, | ventured to
write this explanatory commentary. | have given the meaning
for words, their explanation, allusions, the grammatical
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peculiarities, the kind of prosody used in the course of
the composition, and the rhetoric set like gems now and then.

My thanks are due to Sri K. Subramania lyer, Honorary
Curator of Dr. U. Ve. S. lyer Library and to his associate
Sri S. Balasaranathan for the encouragement they have given
me.. Infine, | express my gratitude to the Vijay Print
Services, Nungambakkam, Madras-34 for their excellent
co-operation.

Triplicane,
Madras-5 C. Jagannathachariar
26-12-1986 Commentator & Editor
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