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Introduction

Man is considered to be paragon of animals. He is undoub-
tedly the apex of creation. In apprehension he is like a God.
But all these things will carry no weight unless he realises the
goal of life. That goal of life can be determined only if he has
recourse to ‘’Shastras’’ or codes of law. These codes are to te
found in the Vedas, Smrithies, Itithasas and Puranas. But to go
through all these texts in a life-time is a herculean task and
hence if one takes into his head to go through the Itihasas alone,
it is tantamount to have gone through all the scriptural texts
mentioned above. These Itihasas are two in number, the Rama-
yana and the Mahabharata,

Our Bharat is the Punya Bhoomi which produced these two
monumental works. The Ramayana is by Valmiki and the Maha-
bharata by Vyasa Both are sages of a high order. Of the two,
Vyasa is considered to be Vishnu incarnate: C. F. “’Vyasaya
Vishnu rupaya Vyasa rupaya .Vishnave’. His work the Maha-
bharata consists nearly a lakh of slokas, divided into eighteen
‘Parvas’. The amanuensis for this colossal work is none other
than Vinayaka, the Lord of ‘the ganas‘. This work includes the
Bhagavat Gita in Bhishma Parva and the Vishnu Sahasranama
Stotra in the Anusasanika Parva. Hence, the sanctity of the
work is emphasised in more ways than one. Though, apparen-
tly, the work seems to deal with the history and lives of the
Kings of the Kuru dynasty who carried an} internecine war result-
ing practically in total annihilation, yet it contains the panacea
for all the evils in this world, guiding us at the same time in the
right path to face the problems of lite which may arise in diverse
situations.

Now, | shall give in detail the substance of Virata
Parva, as it is equated with the Sundara Kanda of the Ramayana
in importance. It is the established truth that on days of drought,
if the entire Vitata Parva were to be read ina single day with
“’bhaktisraddha’ and righteous discipline, the land will receive
copious rain and become fertile.



VIRATA PARVA

This is the fourth of the Eighteen Parvas (sections) of the
Mahabharata. This consists of five sargas or Carukkams (sub-
sections) namely, (1) Akkiyadha-vasac-Carukkam, (2) Kichakan-
vadhaic-Carukkam, (3) Dakshina Nirai Mitchic-Carukkam-
(4) Uttara Nirai Mitchic-Carukkam and (5) Pandavar velippadu-
Carukkam_  The important events dealt with in these sargas are

as follows :

Life in concealment

The Pandavas deliberated among themselves as to which
land they should go to live in conceaiment. When Arjuna sug-
gested that they could go to Virata's town in tha country of
Matsya, Dharma said — I shall put on the disguise of an
ascetic, assume the name of Ganga Bharta and shall tel! Virata
that till now, | remained with Dnarmaputra and that | came i0O
him since he had gone to live in concealment’”. Bhima then
said, — “'I shall call my self Palayana, shail tell him that | was
the head of the cooks in Dharma’s Kitchen-establishment. Arjuna
said — | shall bring now in requisition the curse which Urvas;j
pronounced on me when | went to Indraloka. Becoming an
hermaphrodite, | shall tell him that | taught dancing and music
to Panjali and that my name is ‘Brigannala. | shall gladden
Virata's heart by teaching music to the ladies of the zenana''.
Nakula said — “’l shall say that my name is ' Dhamagranthi, that
| was ths head of the Pandava’s studs. | shall take him to plea-
sant drives and thus gladden his heart. Sahadeva said — “‘l shall
tell him that my name is Tantrapala, that | was the head of the
cow-herds who grazed the Pandava’s herds of cows, that | can
milk cows that could not be milked and thus shall delight the
heart of the King and thus live’". Draupadi said that she will call
herself Vratacharini - Syrandhri according to Vyasz — and teil
the king that she was a dressing-maid to Draupadi, that she
came there since Draupadi had gone to live in concealment with
her husbands, that she would live by doina such services as
making sandal-pastes, adorning the hair with flowsrs, painting

‘the vermillion on the forehead; and dressing to the queen
Sudeshna Devi.
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Dharmaputra heard all this and consented to them as the
time requires it. At that time, Dhaumya, the priest of Dharma-
putra gave advice to him as to how to conduct themselves in a
King’s Court, adding “'Serving a King is like licking the sharp
edge of a sword; but Virata being a virtuous and gracious prince,
there is no blame in serving him. He blessed them and the
Pandavas prostrated before his feet and took leave of him. Then
they made a bundle of all their weapons and concealed it, in
such a way that nobody might know it, in a ‘Vanni’ (sami) tree
growing on a burning ground. Afterwards they bathed in a
tank and prayed to Yama to give them forms suitable to their life-
in concealment and the God Yama gave them suitable disguises.
Then Dharmaputra, addressing his brothers said that each of
them should go separately and that he would go first. He saw
King Virata and told him as was previously stated, and was
revered by him. Afterwards the other four coming by different
ways saw King Virata and took service under him as previcusly
determined. Draupadi saw Virata’s queen Sudeshra and told
her as was previously stated, The Queen at first hesitated struck
by her exquisite charm and beauty but Draupadi said that her
husbands are five Gandharvas mightier than even Indra andother
Gods ; fearing them, nobody would ever love me. |f any body
were to approach me with evil intentions, they would kill him_
Thereupon Queen Sudeshna agrsed to her request, took her in
her service and protected her,

One day a wrestler challenged the wrestlers of the Virata:
King and defeated them one by one. The King was much
depressed and at that time Ganga Bhatta said that Palayana
(Bhima) may be tried and as per his words Palayana was sent
by Virata: King and he defeated and killed the challenger. The:
King honoured him.

Disposal of Kichaka :

Days passed by. One day Kichaka, the brother of Sudeshna
Devi saw Draupadi and enchanted by her beauty wished to
ravish her but was killed by Bhima (Palayans). Hearing the
death of Kichaka, his younger brothers Upakichakars numbering
about hundred and three wanted to burn Draupadi along with:
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their brother’s body but in the act of catching, her, they were
killed by Bhima.

Meanwhile, emissaries sent by Duryodhana to find out the
Pandavas during thair time of concealmsant said that they heard
the news that Kichaka and his brothers ware killed by certain
Gandharvas who were said to be husbands of a servantmaid in
‘the palace of King Virata, Duryodhana at once surmised that he
who killed Kichaka must be Bhima and none else and the
servant-maid must be Draupadi. Thus he concluded that the
Pandavas are in Virata’s town and planned to seize Virata's
cows, so that the Pandavas may come openly to his help in
Tedeeming the cows from their capture. Then discovering them,
they can be sent again to the forest.

‘Recovery of the Cows Captured (Nirai-mitchi)
On the Southern front :

Having planned so, Duryodhana then commanded Susarma,
the King of the Thrigarthas, to go to the Southern side of the
Virata Country and he himself went with an army to the Northern
side. On Susarma seizing the heads of cattle on the southern
side, the Virta King came with Ganga Bhatta, Palayana,
Damagranthi (Nakula), Tantrapala (Sahadeva) and a
large army and fought and recovered the herd of cows and
stayed there.

On the Northern front :

On Duryodhana, who was on the Northern side of the town
driving ths cows, the cowherds came (with their leader
Brigasens) and finding Virata’s son Uttara told him that
Duryodhana had seized the cattle and praised him by saying that
there was no warrior equal to him and that he resembles Kanda
(Muruga). Uttara who was in the zenana in the midst of the
ladies there, flattered by this praise said, ¢If | can only geta
-good charioteer, | shall instantly conquer the enemies’ Vrata-
«charini who was listerning to this told Uttara’s sister Uttarai that
Brigannala, the dancing-master had once driven a chariot for
Arjuna and it was her help that enabled Arjuna to conquer his
antagonists when the forest of Khandava was given over to the
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flames. Uttara, learning this from Uttarai called on Brigannala-
(Arjuna) and asking him to drive the chariot went to the northern.
side of the town and saw there the Kaurava forces. Trembling
in all his limbs he said- “’Alas! | dread even to look at this army.
Take me instantly and leave me at the palace’’. Brigannala
encouraged him but he jumped from the chariot and began to
Tun. Brigannala caught hold of him made him get into the
chariot and went with him to the ‘‘Vanni'' tree to take the
weapons he had conceled before in the tree. On Uttara asking
to whom they belonged Brigannala answered that they were
Arjuna’s and further disclosed to him their real identity as the-
Pandava brothers, as the stipulated thirteen years had expired
the day b fore itself.Uttara now knew that Brigannalawas Arjune-
and bowing before him took the whip to drive the chariot.
Brigannala fought with the Kawravas and recovered the cows.
Afterwards Arjuna casting away his Brigannala shape, took his
real form and mounting his chariot again began to fight afresh.
Then Duryodhana told Drona that as Arjuna had come before
them before the expiry of the term of concealment, he should be
asked to go again to the forest. Drona therefore told him that
the term of concealment was but over by the previous day.
Duryodhana when he heard this was much pained and he then
returned to his city Hastinapura. When Virata who had gone to
the Southern side of the city returned to the town, Uttara went
and to!d his father what had happened. He further told him
that the Pandavas and Panchali were respectively known as.
GangaBhatta, Palayana, Brigannala, Dhamagranthi, Thantrapala:
and Vratacharini (Syrandhri), that they spent their term of
concealment there and that it was finished only by the previous.
day. As soon as Virata heard this he was alarmed a little and
exclaimed that he was sorry he ruled over them without knowing
who they were. He craved pardon for .wounding gangabhatta on.
the face by throwing the dice in anger.

The emergence of the Pandavas in their real form :

The five brothers and Panchali then resumed their real form,
Meanwhile Sri Krishna with Sveta came to Virata’'s town and the-
marriage of Uttarai with Abimanyu (the son of Arjuna and:
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Subhadra) was celebrated and the Pandavas with their relatives
returned to Uppapplavyam, 1a suburb of Virata's city to consult
and chalk out the future course of action to regain their lost
Kingdom.

This the essence of this Parva.

The work of writing a Commentary on all the Parvas of the
+«Mahabharatha Churukkam’’ was enjoined on me by the authori-
ties of Dr. U. Ve. Swaminatha lyer Liorary and | am grateful to
them for this honour conferred on me By the grace of the Maha-
mahopadyaya Dakshinadhya Kalanidhi Dr. lyer and by the benign
benediction of my esteemed guru Sri. U. Ve. V. M. Gopalakrishna-
machariar, the modern Patanjali, I ventured to write this explana-
tory commentary. | have given the meaning for words, their
explanation, allusions, the grammatical peculiarities, the kind of
prosody used in the course of the composition, and the rhetoric
set like gems now and then. My thanks are due to Sri.
K Subramania lyer, Honorary Curator of Dr. U, Ve. S. lyer
Library and to nis associate Sri. S. Balasaranathan for the en-
couragement they have given me. In fine, | express my gratitude
to the Jeevan Press, Madras-5, for their excellent co-operation.

C. JAGANNATHACHARIAR
Commentator and Editor

Madras-5.

Triplicane,
5-12-85 }
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