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Introduction

Man is considered to be paragon of animals. He is
undoubtedly the apex of creation. In apprehsnsion he is like
a God. But all these things will carry no weight unless he
realises the goal of life. That goal of life can be determined
only if he has recourse to ““Shastras” or codes of law. These
codes are to be found in the Vedas, Smrithis, ltihasas and
Puranas. But to go through all these texts in a life-time is a
herculean task and hence if one takes into his head to go
through the Itihasas alone it is tantamount to have gone through
all the scriptural texts mentioned above. These Itihasas are two
in number, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.

Our Bharat is the Punya Bhoomi which produced these to
monumental works. The Ramayana is by Valmiki and the
Mahabharata by Vyasa. Both are sages of a high order. Of the
two, Vyasa is considered to be Vishnu incarnate; c.f. “Vyasaya
Vishnu rupaya Vyasa rupaya Vishnave”. His work, the Maha-
bharata consists of nearly a lakh of slokas, divided into eighteen
‘Parvas’. The amanuensis for this colossal work is none
other than Vinayaka, the Lord of ‘the Ganas’. This work inclu-
des the Bhagavat Gita in Bhishma Parva and the Vishnu Sahasra-
nama Stotra in the Anusasanika Parva. Hence the sanctity of
the work is emphasised in more ways than one. Though,
apparently, the work seems to deal with the history and lives
of the Kings of the Kuru dynasty who carried aninternecine war
resulting practically in total annihilation, yet it contains the
panacea for all the evils in this world, guiding us at the same
time in the right path to face the problems of life which may
arise in diverse situations.

SABHA-PARVA

This is the second of the eighteen Parvas. This consists
of two Sargas the Rayasuya Yaga sarga and Sudupor sarga.
The first deals with the Rayasuya Yaga celebrated by Dharma-
putra at the instance of Narada, who conveyed the wish of
Pandu, who was then residing in the world of Yama.



Some of the important episodes dealt with in this sarga
are as follows :- The killing of Jarasanda, the ‘dig-vijaya,’
made by the four Pandava brothers, the performance of the
Rayasuya yaga for seven days, the assemblage of all kings at
the Yaga, the bestowal of ‘‘agra-puja‘’’ to Lord Krishna,
- Sisupala’s, tirade against Krishna, Sisupala Vadha, Durvasa’s
curse given to Dwarapalakas at Vaikunta, Dhuryodhana’s
delusion on seeing the court - hall erected by Mayan and the
subsequent loud laughter at Dhuryodhana in despise by Bhisma

and Draupadi.

The second sarga deals mainly about the play at dice
between Dharmaputra and Sakuni, resulting in utter defeat
and humiliation of the Pandavas culminating in the tragic and
pathetic situation of Draupadi being, unrobed by the villainous
Duschathana as per the injunctions of his equally venomous
brother Dhuryodhana.

The evil machinations of the trickster Sakuni, the patience
evinced by Dharmaputra, the appeal of Draupadi in the court-
hall, the dumb silence of ths elders undergoing mental agony
at the same time at the behaviour of Duschathana are to be
noted in this sarga. Draupadi’s total surrender to Lord Krishna’s
grace resulted in her garments becoming inexhaustible. Thus
saved of modesty and honour, she made a vow that she would
not tie her dishevelled hair until she hears the victorious
drum-beat, after the severance of the heads of Dhuryodhana
and Duschathana.

Similar vows were made by the others as well. Bhima
vowed that he won‘t drink water by his hand till he killed
Dhuryodhana and his brothers numbering hundred. Arjuna
vowed to kill Karna, Nakula vowed to kill Uluha, the son of
Sakuni and Sahadeva vowed in turn to Kkill Sakuni. In the
replay of dice Dharmaputra won and he was able to free himself
and others from bondage. At last, under the definite under-
standing that the five brothers had to live for twelve years in
the forest with Draupadi and spend one year in concealment to
take their kingdom back, they repaired to the forest. Should
any one be found out during those days of concealment then
they should again go to ths forest to do as they had done first.
With these stipulations Dharmaputra went to the forest followed



by his wife and brothers. This in short, is the substance of
Sabha Parva.

The work of writing a Commentary on all the Parvas of
the “Mahabharatha Curukkam’’ was enjoined on me by the
authorities of Dr. U. Ve. Swaminatha lyer Library and | am
grateful to them for this honour conferred on me. By the
grace of the Mahamahopadyaya Dakshinatya Kalanidhi Dr. lyer
and by the benign benediction of my esteemed Gury,
Sri. U. Ve. V. M. Gopalakrishnamachariar, the modern Patanjali,
| ventured to write this explanatory commentary. | have given
the meaning for words, their explanation, the grammatical
peculiarities, the kind of prosody used in the course of the
composition, and the rheteric set like gems now and then.

My thanks are due to Sri K. Subramania lyer, Honorary
curator of Dr. U. Ve. S. lyer Library and to his associate
Sri. S. Balasaranathan for the encouragement they have given
me. In fine, | express my gratitude to the Sudha Printers,
Royapettah, Madras for their excellent co-operation.

Triplicane,
Madras-5. g C. Jagannathachariar
10-4-1984. Commentator & Editor
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