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FOREWORD

We have great pleasure in presenting to our readers, this
small volume as a Souvenir on the happy occasion of the Silver
Jubilee Celebrations of the Mahratta Education Fund, Madras.

The Souvenir consists practically of four parts. The first
gives us a brief History of the M. E. F. with a statement of the
prégress it has been making all these years, the successive List
of Office Bearers and a list of Scholarship-holders whom it has
benefited by its activities.

The second part is devoted to a brief account of the Eminent
Maharashtrians that have adorned South India for the last one
Rundred years and more. It is difficult for anybody to choose a
standard of eminence which would be acceptable to all; but we
have spared no pains to make the list as representative as possible
in the circumstances.

The third part consists of a few historical and cultural studies
contributed by our good friends, who have laboured long and
earnestly in their respective subjects. Some of these articles are
devoted to Literature, Art and Music; others are of Economic
interest—especially those relating to the Population Problem and
the Enquiry into the Economic condition of the people. We hope
that the articles will be of use to research workers and therefore
the volume will be found on the shelvesof every Library—public
and private.

Last follows the list of Maharashtrian residents in the City of
Madras, (Brahmins, Kshatriyas and others), giving over a thousand
names, which we trust will be of great value.

One may notice a few omissions of portraits, which we wish
we could have given, if it had been possible to secure them in time.

In commemoration of the Silver Jubilee, a Meeting Hall is to
be built on the site belonging to the Fund in Mowbray’s Road,
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The History

OF _
The Mahratta Education Fund, Madras
FOR ,
ITS FIRST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
By

Mr. E. VINAYAKA ROW, B.A., B. L.

- Honorary Secretary, Mahratta Education Fund, from 1912 to 1937
Advocate, Madras.

We are deeply indebted to Mr. E. Vinayaka Rao for this long and
dlluminating article dealing with the History of the Mahratta Education Fund.
and allied Institutions. No one is better qualified for the task than Mr. E.
Vinayake Rao who has been the Hon. Secretary of the Fund, unanimously
el‘ectgd for the last twenty-five years continuously from 1912 to 1937 —Ed,

I
INTRODUCTORY.

With a prayerful heart, T rejoice that I am vouchsafed the pleasure of
writing the history of the Mahratta Education Fund for the first quarter
of a century of its useful existence. In presenting this history, I shall only be
partially redeeming my debt of gratitude to the members of the Fund for the
uniform kindness, unfailing co-operation, and cordial affection which they have
always shown me,

TANJORE

The reader may be interested to know something about the main currents
of thought that ushered the Fund into existence. Born in 1891 almost within
a stone’s throw of the Palace walls at Tanjore and brought up in what may
be well regarded as an ideal atmosphere typical of the best culture and tradi-
tions of Tanjore, early in life I became intimately familiar with the condi-
tions of life of the Mahratta community of Tanjore.

Some of the Maharanees, wives of the late H. H. Sivaji Maharaja, the
last ruler of Tanjore, were living in seclusion in the palace enjoying their
modest pensions and decent incomes from their private properties. Several
other members of the Royal Family were also living in the Palace. The good
old forms were kept up, though they were only the tattered remnants of
the old magnificence and splendour. A few elephants were still swaying in
the outer courtyard. Morning and evening the play of Nawbat and Nagara
went on as usual in the front gate of the Palace. The armed sentinels stood
at the main entrance leading to the inner quadrangles from day to day, look-
ing with philosophic indifference on the covered vehicles conveying gosha
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ladies related to the members of the Royal family, and moving in and out
drawn by pairs of horses or pairs of bullocks. A few half-sleepy Sepoys were
furbishing up now and then the pieces of firc-arms and military accoutre-
ments that were left in the armoury. A few learned pandits were working in
the Saraswathi Mahal Library, deciphering and copying the famous old
manuscripts in palm leaves and crumbling old country paper. In another
suite of rooms, dusty old record hundles were arranged and rearranged and a
few clerks were leisurely examining the musty old papers and cadjans to un-
earth the palace copy of some ancient grant, or pedigree, or order of prece-
dence or point of ceremonial. The Royal traditions were kept up, though
on a very reduced scale. The astrologer, the doctor, the musician and the
scholar each had his share of Palace patronage in such measure as the depleted
finances could permit. The Palace was not then open to the mere tourist
and sight-seer. The big hall contain‘ng full-size paintings of the Maharajahs
of Tanjore from 1676 to 1855 was eloquent in its very silence and the pic-~
tures seemed to tell the sad story of the rise and fall of the Tanjore Raj. Day
in and day out, the old watchman at the main entrance rang the hour bell
with melancholy precision, announcing as it were the hourly receding into the
dim past of the palmy days that were. One after another the old Ranees passed
away. So did many other members of the Royal family. The end of onc
establishment meant the destitution of a large number of families of clerks,
dependents and poor relatives and a diminution of patronage to a number of
pandits, priests, doctors, musicians, painters and the followers of fine arts.
This side of Tanjore history made a deep impression on me as T had frequent
opportunities of going into the Palace and spending hours at a time within
its walls.

I vividly remember with gratitude the long historical accounts which
I had about Tanjore affairs from several old family friends. One of them,
happily alive now, is closely related to the Royal family and gave me very
faithful accounts of the last days of Sivaji and the cultural history of
Tanjore after the annexation in 1855. With the decline of the fortunes of
the Royal House began also the decline of the fortunes of the nobility,
Brahman, Kshattriya, and others. Outside the Palace walls the story of
Tanjore was not less melancholy. By temperament and equipment, the noble
houses of Tanjore were not ready to change over to the new order of things
which the Annexation meant. One after another, the noble houses went
down, their mansions were mortgaged, their lands were alienated, and their
sons and daughters were driven to a life of chill penury. It was most painful
to see this slow but sure grinding of good, noblc and generous men and women,
whose only fault was that the new times sprang upon them with lightning
speed and they were not alert enough to save themselves:

The condition of the commoners was not so bad. But it was bad enough.
A few families had already gone out of Tanjore and had obtained good situa-
tions in British service and in Indian States. Many of them won laurels as
administrators and educationists.  On. account of their ability and high
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chatacter, the Mahratta Cominunity retained the universal esteem and respect
in which it had been Leld. They still regarded Tanjore as their headquarters
and hoped to spend their last days after retirement in their dear old city.
Many middle class families at Tanjore continued the cultural traditions. In
most middle class homes there was music of one kind or another. In their
leisure hours men loved to sing to the accompaniment of the melodious
Thambur. Some practised on the Mridanga, some on the Veena, and some
others on the Gote Vadhya. The Ganapathi festival, annually celebrated in
West Main Street, attracted huge crowds of music lovers, when men, rivalled
with one another to show their skill. The love of the fine arts among the
common follk gave ample opportunities to professional musicians, pipers,
bandsmen, the exponents of the famous art of Bharata Natya, pith workers,
florists, ete., to distinguish themselves. The great Maharashtrian scholars
pursued their studies in Sanskrit and Marathi, largely depending upon their
modest private incomes. Every year, Maharashtrians from all over India
halted at Tanjore on their way to Rameswar. At Tanjore they always had a
warm welcome. Such of them as were musicians gave their performances and
listened to Tanjore music with rapt attention and all had enormous cultural
g'ain§ Such of them as were Sanskrit or Marathi scholars gave and listened
to many discourses, lo mutual advantage. After the famous Vishnu Bava
Morgaumkar made hig famous Kirtans at Tanjore, year after year, a regular
stream of Kirtankars from all over India visited Tanjore and blessed the
people with their kirtans, and they in turn received the homage of the people
and their patronage, which in terms of money continued to diminish with the
decredse in the material resources of the people. Men like Rajwade came and
collected Marathi manuscripts of historical value. I have myself listened to
many Marathi kirtans of the famous Ramachandra Bava of Benares and
attended some of the musical performances and Bharata Natyams of some
of the celebrities in their respective arts. I saw before my eyes all this
sweetness and all this grandeur passing away, with nothing worth mentioning
to take its place. ‘

In my own house where I spent most of my vacations, the morning pro-
gramme meluded a group study of some great Marathi classic like Dasa bodh,
Gnaneswari, Ekanathswami’s Ramayana, ctc. - Verse by verse these great
books were read and explained in Marathi to a large group of listeners young
and old. Every Saturday and every Ekadasi there was Marathi Bhajan.
The sound of the eymbal and chipri used to fill my soul with inexpressible
joy. My own grand-aunt, who by the way did not know to read or write,
knew by heart literally hundreds of Abhangs, Padas, Ovis, Bhupalis, etc.,
which she used to sing every morning in most delightful tunes. The cult of
Pandharpur was verily a living reality. In the bhajana hall, over the pictures
of Rama and Krishna there hung the portrait with only the loin cloth of
Sri Samarth Ramdas Swami. The story was often repeated to me, and every
time T loved to listen to it with the same joy, as to how Ramdas Swami came
all the way to Tanjore, when there were no railways, to found the Big Mutt
at Tanjore.. I loved to see the copy.of the great Dasabodh wiitten or used by
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26 = SOUTH INDIAN MAHARASHTRIANS

real spiritual touch to all our proceedings and placed the Fund’s work on a
high level of moral elevation and purposofulness. The poor scholarship-
holder was not a needy boy requiring a few rupees bus was a soul struggling
far expansion under grave handicaps, to assist whom was to please yourself
and to please God. I am painfully aware that sometimes our workers have
fallen short of this high standard. I may be permitted to say that whenever
T become personally aware of such a deviation in me or in my eo-workers, 1
have made every effort in my power to set the correct level again. The next
‘contribution of his to the Fund as a renowned administrator is naturally the
high level of efficiency which he has taught the Fund to maintain since its
inception. While he forgot nothing, he was ready to forgive all. Only a
man of his culture and spiritual ripeness could practise that rare virtue.
Lesser men can only admire from a distance and strive to vise to that level
in the fulness of time.

Dewan Bahadur R. Ramachandra Rao succeeded Dewan Bahadur K.
Krishnaswami -Rao on the latter’s demise in 1923. The second President of
the Fund was a radical and a democrat by temperament and very different
from the first President.  For some time he had kept away from the movement
holding that his national outlook was not consistent, with his associating him-
self with any sectional or communal movement. I had several interviews with
him hefore T could convince him and enrol him as a life-member of the Fund.
He had some hesitation before he could accept the Presidentship of the Fund
in 1923 When he was convinced, he rightly agreed to be the President of the
Fund. He insisted upon the Committee meetings being held at the office of
the Fund, which was the humble residence of its Sccretary. His long ad-
ministrative eareer continued to influence the work of the Fund in the direc-
tion of further efficiency.

M. C. Bheema Rao was one of those that attended the first meeting on
15th September 1912. He had been cnce, one of the active members of the
Maharashtra Sabha, Triplicane. He was a cousin of mine, several years older
than myself. IIe had much personal affcetion for me and immense faith in
the schemes formulated for the establishment of the Fund. He agreed fo be
the Treasurer of the Fund. As Treasurer he set up a very high standard of
efficiency which happily has'been maintained by his successors in office. Though
he was only a Treasurer, he placed his services unreservedly at our disposal
and did a grest many things involving very heavy work for popularising the
ideals of the Fund and establishing it on firm foundations.

When I look back over 25 years, I recall to my mind the names of many
g0od and kind friends who co-operated with the Fund and made ils work so
successtul and who unfortunately are not with us to-day to participate in the
joys of the Silyer Jubilee Celebration. To recount in detail their names and
their work will make this article too long. In the name of the community
and on its behalf T shall only say here that the Fund will be for ever grate-
ful to those good and active men and women for all that they have done to
‘the Fund. ¥
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A Short Note on the Military Organisation

and Equipment of the Tanjore Marathas
BY
R. S. SHELVANKAR, M.A., Bombay

[The Maharashtrians domiciled in the Madras Presidency have given a
good account of themselves in the region of the intellect and spwrit ; but of
late, their physique has suffered considerably. It is therefore well for us
to note that the Tanjore Mahrattas were remarkable for thenr courage as
referred to in this brief article. Now that @ career in the army and the
navy—as also the Awr Force—is open to Indians, it is ewpected that at least
@ few young men of our communmity will choose this as thewr career. And
the Mahratte Education Fund will be prepaved at all times to give such
aid as possible for our youths to join the Maltary Schools at Poona, Dehra
Dun or other places—Ed.].

The two main arms of the Tanjore army were the foot and the horse.
The elephant and the chariot, the other two arms of the traditional Indian
army were either absent or were only negligible factors. As for artillery
the Tanjore Rajas possessed but an apology for it, for they depended mainly
on the European settlements for the supply of men and machines to this
department ; in the result therefore, their artillery force remained the least

efficient part of their army. Though they were practically new to the hand-
i ling of big guns and artillery, the Tanjore soldiers exhibited remarkable
coolness of judgment and precision of aim in' the use of their matehlocks and
rifles. In many a momentous battle did the hot fire of their matehlockmen
embarrass the enemy and the skilful manoeuvres of their cavalry decide the
event. Muhammad Ali and the English mainly relied on the Tanjore
cavalry and, in its absence, could carry on their operations only on the
defensive. The Madras Government considered that “in bravery they (the
Tanjore cavalry) are esteemed to rank next to the Marathas” and writing
on August 10, 1753, Major Lawrence reported his opinion that the Tanjoreans
were the best cavalry-men in the Country. This was a well-deserved com-
pliment, earned by the Tanjoreans from their colleagues of the East India
Company who were themselves no mean fighters and adversaries in war.

The army appointments were not monopolised by members of the ruling
class. Experience and proved ability were readily acknowledged and amply
rewarded ; caste and creed were no considerations, and Tamilians (like
Chokkalingam in 1758) were placed in independent command of contingents
to a great extent. ( The troops were paid partly in cash and partly by assign-
ments of land revenue. In Tulaja’s time, they worked for twelve months
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The Part of the Mahrattas in the Political

Bistory of the Ceded Districts

BY v
Dewan Bahadur T. BHUJANGA RAO, M.A., B.L., Retired Dt. Judge

[In this short article, we get a bird’s eye view of the connection befween
the Mahratta power and the Ceded Districts throughout the seventeenth and,
eighteenth centuries. Writing with clear insight, the author gives us a
masterly presentation of his facts—FEd.].

The first contact between the Mahrattas and the Ceded Districts was
in the last quarter of the 17th century. It is true that in 1636 A.D. Sivaji's
father Shahji, as a commander of the Bijapur Sultan’s army, took the fort
of Gandikota in the Cuddapah District and marched into Myscre and
eventually secured as jaghir a large section of the northern part of Mysore,
But in 1636 A.D. the Mahratta nation had not come mto existence. That
nation made its appearance after Sivaji arose and crowned himself as
Chatrapaths in 1674 A.D. The earlicst contact between the Ceded Districts
and the Mahrattas as a nation was therefore only in the year 1677 A.D.,
when the great founder of the Mahratta Empire, after entering into an alli-
ance with the Sultan of Golkonda, marched through the districts of Kurnool
and Cuddapah to recover his father’s jaghir in Mysore and to claim a share
in the principality of Tanjore from his half-brother Venkoji.

SIVAJI (from 1677—1680 A.D.)

Sivaji’s grand coronation in 1674 A.D. reduced his treasury and he was
badly in need of money. Further, it was important that, if the Moghul Em-
peror seized the forts of the Mahrattas in the Maharashtra country, the latter
should have retreats further south from which the rising nation might harass
the emperor before reconquering Maharashtra. So Sivaji entered into an
alliance with Qutb Shah, the Sultan of Golkonda, who was fortunately under
the influence of his Brahmin ministers Madanna and the latter’s brother
Akkanna. The agreement was that Sivaji should invade the Karnatic, the
Sultan of Golkonda bearing the cost of the expedition ; that Sivaji was
to take his father’s jaghir ; and that the rest of the Karnatic was to' be
annexed to Golkonda. After getting layish presents from Quth Shah, Sivaji
left Hyderabad in, March 1677 A.D.; reached Kurnool; from there went to
Nivritti Sangam, where he bathed at the junction of the rivers Bhavanasi
and Krishna ; and thence made a rapid journey to Srisaila. Sivaji was
always of a highly emotional nature and had once swooned in the Court of
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It was a critical moment in Sivaji’s life. But even as Sri Krishna infused
new life and vigour in his disciple Arjuna, by means of his marvellous teach-
ings in the Gita, so also Ramdas Swami succeeded in clearing the mist that
had clouded the hero’s vision, and asked him to carry on his kingly duties as
usual.

However, once the gift had been made, it was impossible to revoke it.
So, the monarch consented to govern the Kingdom as the Deputy of the Sage
and tn his name. That is the way in which many a Hindu King acknowledges
his insignificance in the face of Mightier powers. Don't we see in our own
day that the Raja of Pudukottah styles himself as the Dasa or the servant of
Sri Brihadamba, the presiding goddess of the region, and the Maharaja of
Travancore governs his kingdom as the Dasa of Sri Padmanabha, the tutelary
deity of the country ? The crowned monarchs are only discharging their duties
as the Deputies of the Lord !

Sivaji was also a great Bhakta. He loved singing the glory of God and
praising Him | Whenever there was a Bhajana Party he gladly formed one
of the mumber, in spite of his other pre-occupations. As the Saint, Tukaram’s
Bhajanas were soul-stirring, he attended them frequently. His enemies came
to know of this and wished to make him captive in one of these unguarded
moments. But, mysterious are the ways of Heaven, and the great devotee was
saved, as if by a miracle. The soldiers of the enemy mistook somebody else
to be Sivaji and ran in pursuit of him, leaving the real hera severely alone.
It was another proof, if proof were wanting that the Lord keeps up his pro-
mise made in the Gita :—
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“ To those who worship Me wholeheartedly and repose full trust in Me,
I bring full security.”

The successors of Sivaji did not have a tithe of his genius, but the seed
fell on fruitful soil, and the reign of the Peshwas began. Balaji Visvanath,
Baji Rao I and Balaji Baji Rao were all of them distinguished statesmen and
generals. They extended the boundaries of the Empire and made it not only
powertul but happy and prosperous. Nana Phadnavis was reputed for his
wisdom and his sage counsel. Though virtually they were kings, they never
gave up the simplicity of their habits ; and both by precept and example they
inspired their followers with true courage and fortitude. Brave in war and
wise m council, they were filled with the spirit of adventure, and colonisation:
Yet they understood that  Peace hath her victories no less renowned than
War, ” and in times of comparative quiet, they placed the Administration on a
sound footing and encouraged goad and great souls who wished to devote all
their energies to Literature and Art. Poets and philosophers, painters and
seulptors, musicians and Kirtankars—all flourished as they had plenty of free-
dom of thought and expression. The masses were well cared for, not being
unduly taxed and were allowed to pursue the even tenour of their lives without
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