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: SYNOPSIS
OF

“THYAGABHOOMI”

Sambu Sastrigal is a mirasdar of Nedungarai village, having &
daughter by name Savithri whom he gives in marriage to Mr.
Sridharan, son of Rajaram Iyer and Thangammal of Calcutia.
Sambu Sastrigal, though belonging to a conservative society, is

. very much attached to his tenants and labourers. He has brought

up Savithri in a pure and simple style, as is becoming of a villager
of his standing. Sridharan is a fashionable young man, brought up
in the lap of luxury, having his own secret inclinations of leading
a licenscious life in the metropolitan City of Calcutta. Savithri,
who has been brought up in the very atmosphere of devotion and
piety ever since her marriage to Sridharan, has cherished a great
~ reverence and regard for her husband and eagerly expects the visib
of her husband Sridharan for Deepavali. :

Sambu Sastrigal with his characteristic. kindness gives shelter
tothe poor Harijans and labourers during a devastating storm-
which swept over his village and thereby incurred the dis-
pleasure of the orthodox hierarchy and invited social ostracism
on himself and his family. Hence tails wagged and tongues spoke
and Sambu Sastrigal and his grown up daughter were the objects
of bitter contempt and comment of a few disgruntled co-mirasdars,

Sridharan who had always a contempt for old world customs,
refused to go for the Deepavali function and cleverly sets ruse to
_his mother. When the devoted wife is expecting her husband for
Deepavali, Sridharan is spending his time with his Anglo-Indian
girl friend. \

Sambu Sastrigal, in his anxiety to see that, at any cost, his
daughter Savithrishould enter domestic life, sells all his patrimony
and takes Savithri to Calcutta to her husband’s place and satisfies
the greed of Sambandi Rajaram Iyer by paying a handsome sum
of Rs. 3,000 for accepting Savithri into his household. ;

Time passes. Savithri begins her life with cent per cent devo-
tion to her husband. But ultimately she finds that life under a
~ disgruntled mother-in-law and a dissatisfied husband is nothing buf
- mere torture. The way of Providence is peculiar. She becomes
_enceinte. Sridharan’s attentions are divided. Her life in her

husband’s home becomes poigant. All of her letters to her father
‘were intercepted by her step-mother, Sambu Sastrigal’s wife, She

ISt A




3

expects her father to go over to Calcutta and take custody of her.
But she did not hear practically anything from him.

Sambu Sastrigal having lost his patrimony has nothing left in
the world except his love towards his dear daughter and his
magnanimous piety towards his poor servants. He goes to Madras
in search of employment as music teacher. Some of his' devoted
servants have already left him and sought employmens in Madras
and settled down there. He sends his wife to her mother’s house.
At Madras he goes from house to house in search of a job. But his
humble personality and ragged cloth do not inspire anybody and
he is turned out at every corner.

Savithri is being sent away from Calcutta and she arrives in
Nedungarai village alone.. With bitter feelings and a fallen heart
_ she finds the house of her father locked up and that her father has
left for Madras. She takes the earliest opportunity to reach Madras
-and enquires everywhere of her father but could not find him. It
was a time when she was expecting the child. She swoons before
the Police Inspector to whom she approached for enguiry about the
whereabouts of her father. She is admitted in a hospital.” She gives
birth to a girl. With one more burden added, she tries to find
some work but without any success. Fully disgusted she resolves to
commit suicide herself. She had almost resclved to kill herself and
also her child and with that resolution she is practically knee deep
in water, when at once she hears a distant voice, which she imme-
diately recognised as her father’s. But in her detached state of mind
she rather preferred non-recognition from her father than be
recognised and the feeling of being again an additional burden on
him prevented her from disclosing her presence immediately to her
father. She finds the old man in a trance. She thinks that that
was the best opportunity for her to get rid of the child. She prays
and abandons _ the child very near the sleeping man, runs away
leaving herself to fate and destiny.

Sambu Sastrigal after a certain time recovers and hears the -
cries of the child. He is awfully perplexed.- He wails aloud with"
no response. He thinks the hand of Providence has put an extra
burden on him. He feels that the ghild has an extraordinary
radiance about it. He could not desert it himself. Since nobody
claimed the child he decides to bring it himself in his own wa
and goes in search of Nallan, his Pattikaran, who has settled down

-in Chavadikuppam, a suburb of Madras. - He lives as one with his

. ‘old labourer tenants. With the presence of Sambu Sastrigal and

the child, Chavadikuppam becomes day to day %n important
Colony. Sambu Sastrigal devotesall his time and energy for the

uplift of his poor tenants. Tittle Charu, the child, mixes freely

with all the children and®she was growing. Thus six years elapse.
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CHART, the adopted child of Sambu Sastrigal, is the popular
idol of her schoolmates, but she is always in the bad books of the
Headmistress of the School. Charu had always an inclination for
Art and the art of Dance was born with her.

Madras is electrified by a donation of five lakhs of rupees, by
UMA RANT, a Bombay lady, to a local hospital. A Mayoral
address follows and Madras is delighted to find that Uma Rani is
a Southerner. Uma Rani is none other than. Savithri, who has
been left a lot of money by her own aunt in Bombay. She triesto
find out her father and child. But she lives in Madras incognito

as UMA RANI.

Some distinguished gentleman had presented Charu with a
nice little dog, which she always used to carry with her to the
School. The Headmistress throws out the dog and fit gets fatally
injured. Charu runs with it to the Hospital. The Matron of the
Hospital, to which Uma Rani had donated. rupees five lakhs, was
then at every moment expecting the distinguished visitor, Uma
Rani, and she does not pay heed to Charu and her dog; but
Charu was persistent. She catches Uma Rani’s saree and makes
a fervent appeal for the treatment of thedog. Uma Rani at the
very first sight of the child ‘is much impressed. A strong feeling
runs in her and she immediately orders the Matron to operate upon
the dog. But unfortunately the pup dies and Charu is left with a
sore heart. Charu blames the Matron Doctor and runs away.

Uma Rani feels sorry that she did not take particular notice
of the child and her whereabouts, She immediately instructs her
Legal Adviser to search out for the child at any cost. -~ Ultimately
she traces the child to Chavadikuppam. She finds that Sambu
Sastrigal was there with the child. But she did not want to reveal
her identity. Uma Rani passes as Uma Rani paying frequent
visits o Chavadikuppam and Sambu Sastrigal was all joy with
such a distinguished lady as Uma Rani. He thinks God has
sent a blessing in disguise. Sambu Sastrigal consents for Charu
being sent along with Uma Rani. But Charu’s heart longs always

. for Sambu Sastrigal. One night she quietly slips back to Chavadi-
kuppam. : ‘

Samb‘u. Sastrigal,-who lias resolved to spend the rest of his life
for and dedicate his services' to the cause of the upliftment of the
poor and the masses, takes Charu with him round the villages. = |

Uma Rani all on a sudden finds that Sambu Sastrigal and
Charu disappear and she seeks the help of the Deputy Commissioner
of Police to find them ouf. Af that time she was surprised to find
~ Sridharan brought in with handcuffs as a prisoner for charges of
. forgery etc., which he had committed at Calcutta. Again a woman’s
heart plays its own part. Uma Rani arranges for the release of
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Bridharan by paying a fabulous sum. She does not wish that
Sridharan should be a prisoner. A

Sridharan, immediately after his release, goes to her and propo-
ses to live with her again. Uma Rani’'s ways are peculiar. Her
mind was fighting for the service of the country. She turns down
the proposal of Sridharan. Sridharan swears revenge and insti-
tutes proceedings for Restitution of Conjugal Rights. Court pro-
ceedings follow. Uma Rani, Sambu Sastrigal, Charu, all play
their own part. Sridharan wins the case, but he could not change
the heart of Uma Rani. She had decided to dedicate her life to the
cause of the country. Sridharan repents and he also decides to
join the campaign for the uplift of the country. Sridharan and
Uma Rani practically at the same time court imprisonment for
the noble cause. A new light dawns upon them. They feel that
they are no more husband and wife but children of the Soil.

Sambu Sastrigal feels that his was not a life born for luxury
and rather his place in life was more in Chavadikuppam and its
environments. He returns to Chavadikuppam with Child Charu.
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