


PREFACE.

—

The Saiva Siddhanta is an expression of the true mean
ing of the great Upanishads. It is the substance of the
Jnana-pada of the Saiva Agamas. It is a universal religion,
It is a practical philosophy. Itis a code of ethics supre-
mely reasonable. It is a system of theology so unique
in revelation that it appears perfectly natural and in con-
sonance with common-sense. Not only is it all these, it is
a comprehensive explanation of the true mystic experiences
of such long successions of Siva-Jnanis that it represents
a well-established spiritual tradition. The great souls
that have attained realisation along this Siddhanta path
have set down their own experiences as also the
secrets that their Gurus had revealed to them during
Upadesa in various treatises as helps to their own disciples
according to the capacity and progress of the latter. These
treatises may be big or small in size butas far as the subject
matter is concerned they are all of equal worth and im-
portance to the seeker after truth. One such ireatise is
Prasada Shatkam.

The word *‘ prasada " signifies a palace, mansion, temple

.~ or shrine. Itisalso the name of the consecrated precincts
where the Guru who teaches Jnana—-sadhana and his disciples
meet during periods of spiritual instruction and contemplation.

' There would be a throne for the Guru and seats arranged at
varying distances for the disciples according to their spiritual
progress. Desks or boxes would be provided to keep the
sacred books. Such apartments go under the name of
prasada-kattam andcan be seen in the Saiva mutts even to
this lay. Corresponding to the outer parts of a prasada, there
are centres in the bodyrwh:'sh are of yogic significance and
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they are also collectively known as prasada. There are
mystic syllables called prasada manira mentioned in the
Saiva Agamas. These are used for the realisation of Jnana-
anubhava and also.in the fires that are lit in Jnana-puja.

. 'Siva. dharma and Marga are fourfold: namely, charya,
Briya, yoga and jnand and each of these is subdivided into
four stages. = After having undergone “the discipline of the
kriya in kriya stage, the initiated Saivite enters the Yoga-in-
kriya stage.. To cuch 2 person;, the way of the prasada be-
comes indispensable.. “The prasada ‘marga is in its turn
of two divisions: Ore consists in the contemplation of the
union of the soul with Siva when the involution of the Atma
tattva in Prakriti, Vidya-tdttva in Maya and Siva-tattva in
Suddha-maya is realised. - The other division of the marga
is ' marked into five, eight, ten; twelve.or sixteen kalaprasadas,
according to the different Saiva-paddhatis. All these are
elaborated as the significance. of :the inner dance of Sri
Panchakshara and treated in many books in Sanskrit and
Tamil. - - AR : bt

Prasada Shatka, which is one of such books in Tamil
“was written by Guru Sri * Jnanasambandha Sw_amigal',
founder of the Dharmapuram Mutt. S

It is here publiébed in _obedience to the ordé;é of Sri
Syubrahmanya Desika Swan}igai of the Dharmapqra‘Adbinam,

*for the use of Sadﬁgs. ,

Shiyali, } e e e P _
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