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FOREWORD.

I have been asked to write a foreword to
~ the Virapatni, the story of Kovalan-Kannaki,
‘and I do so with pleasure. The story is an
ancient one, quite familiar to all Tamils, and
was first recorded in the famous Tamil epic of
the Anklet, Silappadhikaram. There is a later
ballad-like composition known as Kovalan-
Katai and fathered on Puhalendi. In recent
times, the story has been dramatised for stage
purposes by several writers who have freely
_altered it to suit their individual tastes. There
are also some abridgments of the Silappadhikaram
in Tamil prose, like the Kannaki and the Silap-
padhikara-k-Katai. The Virapatni also professes
to be a prose version of the Silappadhikaram but
appears to me to excel others in certain im-
portant respects. In the first place, it is a
closer version of the epic. Then, quotations
from the original are more ‘frequent and it
would appear some taste has been displayed
in the choice of the lines quoted. Another
feature which is peculiar to this book is the
attempt at elaborate narration of the stories
that are merely referred to or mentioned
briefly in the original. Thus, the book is no
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doubt a useful addition to the already existing
literature dealing with the Kovalan-Kannaki
story. I have reason to think that the author
Mr. D. Subbiah Pillai has been engaged in
writing this book for sometime, and find
evidence in it to say that he has made a very
careful study of the original epic. The book
has been written in elegant Tamil and furnished
with a glossary of difficult words and explana-
tory notes on proper names. I would recommend
it safely for use in High School and College
classes as a Tamil text book for detailed or

non-detailed study. )

S. A. Vinayakam Pillai,
LECTURER IN TAMIL,

' Ceylon University College.

Colombo,
17th April, 1926.
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