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OUR IMMEDIATE POLITICAL
OUTLOOK

LECTURE BY DR.T. M. NAIR.

Dr. T. M. Nair delivered his leclure on *' Our
' Immediate Political Outlook ” before a crowded
gathering inthe Victoria Public Hall on Wednesday
the 14th March 1917 under the auspices of the
Muthialpet Muslim Anjuman. There were many
prominent people present on the occasion and
several gentlemen {rom the moffussil had come
specially to attend the meeting. Those present at
the meeting included Raja Ramarayaningar, the
Hon’ble Mr. T. Ranga Chariar, Kumarajah >f
Chellepalli, Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai,
Khan Bahadur Buddrudin Sahib, Rao Bahadur
P Theagaraya Chetyy, Rao Sahib C. Rama-
nujam Chetty, Moulvi Fazlulla Sahib, Dr. Zainul-
abdin, Dr. Muhamad Oosman, Messrs. P. N
- Raman Pillai, T. Abdul Wahab Saib, P. N. Max-
~ thandam Pillai, K. Govinda Marar, P. Chidam-
. baram Pillai, Prof. j. B. Raju, Messrs: T. Ethiraja
Mudaliar, P. V. Doraiswami Mudaliar, Rao
Bahadur G. Narayanaswami Chetty, Messrs.
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Malay Ahmad Badsha Sahib, M. D. Devadoss,
Br. S. Jesudoss, Messrs. B. Hussain Sahib,
C T. Alwar Chetty, M. Appaswami Pillai, Haji
C. Hussain Saib, Haji Mahamad Sahib, P. M.
Kassim Mahamad Marakayar of Mandapam,
M. O. Shaik Farid Marakayar, V. S. Bava Sahib
Marakayar, M. K. Mira Sahib Marakayar,
S.T. O. Muhamad Marakayar, S. M. Hamid
Sultan, N. M. Malim Sahib, Dr. M. Ghouse and
Dr. U. Rama Rao.

- “A remarkable feature of the meeting was that
in spite of its being one of the most crowded
meetings held in the Hall it was also one of the
most orderly held in the hall in recent days.
‘From' the very commencement of the lecture to -
the end of it, which took over an hour to deliver,
the audience kept perfect silence and listened witly
rapt attention to every word of the speaker.
The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Ahmed Thambi
Marickayar was voted to the chair. :
Dr. Oosman announced ‘that he had received
letters regretting inabilify- to attend from the
following gentlemen: Sultan Al R.aja of Canna-
nore, Hon'ble Mr. Chidambaranatha Mudaliar,
-Khan Sahib Muhamad Razak Marakayar of
Cuddalore, Khan Sahib Haji Abdul Kayar of
Porto Novo, T. S. M. Marakayar of Nagore,
: T. M. Muhamad Yousuf Sahib of Trichinopoly.-
The Secrgtgry also announced the receipt of
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the followiug resolution passed in anticipation of
this lecture, at the public meeting of the-Moha«
medans of Vaniambady held under the auspices
of the Anjuman-i-Khire Khahaiam, Vaniambadyy,
on last Saturday with ‘Khan Bahadur Haji: Bad-
ruddin Sahib, President of the Anjumam; in the
chair, namely *“ That the demand for Home Rule
at present is premature seeing that there are, not
sufficient men in all the communities fit to
command the confidence of. both the Government
and the people.” :

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Ahmed

Thambi Marickayar. ;
The Chairman then addressed the meeting as

follows:— : ‘ :

Gentlemen—Allow me to express my gratitude
to my brother members of the Muthialpet Muslim
Anjuman, for the honour they have done me in
asking me to preside at this meeting, convened
under the auspices of the Anjuman, for the pur-
pose of listening to a lecture by one of the ablest
and best informed pubfic men of the Presidency
on a subject of very great importance, viz.,
“QUR IMMEDIATE POLITICAL OUTLOOK’.”
1 have had the pleasure of serving in the Madras
Legislative Council along with Dr. Nair, and I
can bear witness to the strong influence he exerted
on the judgment of his colleagues, both on the
Government and on the non-official side. His
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speeches were so full of facts, his logic so incisive,
his style so simple and clear, that whenever he
intervened in a debate, those with whom he
agreed felt an accession of strength and those
who differed from him felt that they were put on
their defence. I have had no opportunity of
acquainting myself with what Di. Nair is going
to say this evening. But, judging from the title of
the lecture, 1 presume that his thoughts run in
the same direction as mine. Like most Moha-
medans, I am a practical man concerned with the
immediate business on hand, and not given to
indulging in dreams, which do not take into
account the stubborn facts of life. I know what
Home Rule would mean to my community
2t the present moment, for Home Rule does
not depend merely on the capacity of any
man or any community. True Home Rule should
be based upon the relations of one man to another
and of one community to another. You all know,
gentlemen, how diversified and divided the people
of India are, and, but for tfe British.Government,
how -much more diversified and divided they
waouid be. If there is now a movement towards.
unity among them, thanksare due to the presence.
of the British Government in_ India ; and our
political evolution depends upon strengthening
that Government in such a way that, through its.
influence, we may learn to behave justly and



sympathetically towards one another both as indi-
viduals and as communities, and thus create the
unity without which Home Rule would mean
-wresting power from the hands of the British, and
setting up an oligarchy in the land.

Besides unity, we want also a rise in the level
of popular intelligence. This can be secured by
education. By education I do not mean the mere
passing of examinations. I know many persons
who have passed examinations and still entertaio
narrow prejudice, the same as the women at home
who are kept in ignorance. Education, wide-
spread education, education at home, i society,
in business, in public life,—education among the
rich and the poor, education among Hindus,
Mohammedans, Christians, Parsees, etc., educa-
tion all along the line is what is wanted before we
are qualified to talk of Home Rule as a pressing
problem of the present day politics. Let us, in our
day and generation, strive for that unity and en-
lightenment, which we can get only throughe the
British Government,®and that will pave the way
for real Self-Government. Let Hindus and Moha
medans become the guardians of each other*
interests.  Till this consummation is reached, we
require the Britisher to hold t.he balance even
between different communities and equalise the
opportunitieé open to them. Let the different
communities also come forward to take advantage
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of the educational facilities provided for them by
otir benign Government. Speaking for my com-
munity, I feel we have got to make headway
educationally a great deal more than we have
done in the past. What Mohamedans should aim
at, first and foremost, is the training of their young
men in such a way that they may be able to fill
high and responsible places in public service in
the various professions, in the field of commerce
and industries, in public bodies and in public life
generally. To say Home Rule first and education
next, is to put the cart before the horse. Educa-
tion first, and then all other things will follow.
Instances are not wanting to show that our lot
will be from bad to worse if Self-Government were
given to us at this stage. We have got Self-Gov-
ernment in miniature in local bodies, such as the
Menicipalities and the District and Taluk Boards,
and let us consider how far Mohamedan popula-
tion is represented in these bodies. It was only
the other day that I had the opportunity of get-
ting at the statistics, which «vill throw a flood of
light on the question whether our Mussalman
brethren will find a proper place in bigger as-
semblies if the so-much-talked-of Self-Government
were a reality. Out of 801 members in the 25
District Boards, our Mohamedan community is
represented only by 72, of whom only 24 are
returned by election. In fact, 11 District Boards
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including South Canara<and South Arcot, which
contain a large proportion of Mussalman popula-
tion, are without even a single Mohamedan elected
representative. Let us go to the Taluk Boards,
and find out whether a better state of things exists
there. Alas! we findionly 97 Mussalman mem-
bers (of whom only 23 were returned by election)
in all the Taluk Boards of the Presidency, con-
sisting of 1,241 members, and as many as 76 Taluk
Boards are devoid of a single elected Moha-
medan representative. Even in Municipalities,
our community cannot be proud of having their
proportionate representation, for we do not find
more than 130 Mohamedan Councillors in all the
68 Muhicipalilies, which carry 1,121 Councillors
on the whole and even out of the 130 Councillors,
only 46 have had the benefit of being elected.
To sum up the above figures, we find the total
number of members in the local bodies is 3,163, of
which 299 only are our representatives Of this
only 98 are returned by election. Had it hot
been for the, good grice of the Government in
nominating 206 Mussalmans, our share in the
administration of local bodies will be highly de-
plorable, These figures are sufficient, I believe,
to convince anyone who is interested in the
welfare of the community that the members of our
community are not at present enabled, perhaps
by their own lack of education to take as much
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‘ part in the political affairs of our country, as
their numbers and the traditions of the community
would justify. I leaveit to judge for yourself,
therefore, what part we would play in the admi-
nistration of the country, if Self-Government were
given us.

It might not be out of place here . in this
assemmbly to invite the attention of my Mussalman
brethren to a long-standing grievance of our
community, viz., the want of a Mussalman Organ
to shape Mussalman public opinion and bring
prominently to light the needs of the community.
Itis no use for us, Mohamedans at least, to
cry for the moon now, but, on the other hand,
we should first set ourselves to work to see
that our community rises up to the level of the
sister communities of India, and in order to attain
that stage, it is absolutely necessary for us to
have a Mussalman daily advocating Mussalman
interest, working for Mussalman advancement,
and’pleading the cause of the Mussalman com-
munity- This is one of fhe aimswhich I have
had in view for a long time, and I have been
consulting several of our leaders who are as
anxious as myself in this matter, and I hope that
my fellow Mussalmans will co-operate with the
movement and make it a success,

To return to the subject proper, T wish to
repeat that our community, which is far below
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the level of the sister communities which are
numerically superior, will dwindle into insigni-
ficance and will be deprived of any share in the
administration of the country if Self-Government
were given us at this stage. ‘

When there is sufficient fellow-feeling among
the various communities as the result of each
community being able to inspire respect in other
communities, then it will be time to think of
Seli-Government, in any large sense of the word.
Then and not till then.

Gentlemen, most of you will be very anxious to
hear Dr. Nair, and, therefore, I do not propose
to trespass on your patience any longet. With these
observations, therefore, I have much pleasure in
requesting Dr. Nair to deliver his lecture on
“ Our Immediate Political Outlook,” and I have
not the slightest doubt that you will give him a
patient hearing and that his lecture will be very

interesting, instructive and inspiring.
2

]

DR.T. M. NAIR'S SPEECH

Dr. Nair who was received with loud cheers
‘then addressed the meeting.

My, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—My first duty
on this occasion is to apologise to you for the
disappointment which I caused on the 29th of
Januvary last. I would have left it at that, had it
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not been for the fact that a few days after
my recovery from illness a very respectable
Mohamedan gentleman came to me and asked
me whether I was really ill on the 29th. This
led me to make a little investigation as to why
he asked me that question, and I found out that
I have been accused of malingering in order to
escape appearing on this platform on the 29th
January. And as for the reason why I malinger-
ed, there were several versions given out. I
may not have heard all the reasons yet. Some
Idid. The first reason was that I was afraid of
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya who was speak-

ing in this hall the next day. Gentlemen, I know
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. At least I used
to know him in olden days. I have been amused
at him, but it never entered my mind to be afraid
of him. If I had no reason to be afraid of him
then I have still less reason to be afraid of him
now. I dare say that the Pandit would have
blanted me for the so-called sectarian movement
with which I was connecfed, but +I did not
know that Pandit Malaviya could find fault with
sectarian movements. If he did so it would be
very much like Satan rebuking sin. As the
leader of the biggest sectarian movement in India
he could not very well have attacked me ; at
all events I see no reason to be afraid of that.
Then 1 was told that the rumour was current that
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the Government had stopped me. That is an §x-
. traordinary thing because there is no reason why
Government should stop my meeting. I am not a
German agent (Laughter). I never received money
from any German. I have tipped many a German
waiter in London in the old days. Then my money
- passed into German hands. So Government
had no reason whatever to stop my meeting.
Well, I won'’t try to follow the other reasons
given, but I may assure you that I would have
been here, willing to discharge my duty on
the 29th if I had not been in a helpless condi-
tion and two doctors asked me not to get up
from my bed at all. Gentlemen, these and many
other things make me feel to-night standing
here exactly like a man who has won an
obstacle race. You know the feeling when you
bave won an obstacle race- I never knew
before that it was such a difficult thing to get
a meeting and address an audience. It never
was so in olden times. My friends used to dome
and say there waseuch and such an obstacle
in the way of your meeting. I use to say
then ‘drop the meeting.” My friends were persis-
tent till at last Iam here. But my Chairman
here to night, I think, has also met with obs-
tacles. I am told that he escaped being elected
as Chairman of the Negapatam Municipality
because-in an unfortunate moment he consented
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to preside at my meeting. Gentlemen, I am
vexy sorry for that. I don’t mind facing mis-
fortunes myself but I don’t like the idea of bring-
ing misfortune on my friends and I hope that
Mr. Ahmed Thamby Markayar will bear up
with that and survive. I myself have survived.
I have been told that hundreds of cocoanuts have
been broken in templesin order that I may not
recover from my illness. (Laughter) [ don’t mind
that. I heard sometime ago that in my native
district of Malabar they could not get a market
for cocoanuts. If in this way they can fnd a
small market in Madras I am glad 1 have been
of some service to my native district.

Well, Gentlemen, now that youare met here
let us have our say. The subject is “ Our Im-
mediate Political Outlook.” If you want to dis-
cuss the question of our immediate political
outlook, you muststudy a little of your imme-
diate past. What has been our political condition
in“the past? Perhapssome of you young men
might not have followed wery closely the course
of politics in the past. Buta good many of you will
remember that our political condition in the past
-was this : that we people of India were always
asking for the advancement of our political condi-
tion and the British Government listening to our
demands used periodically to give us: political
concessions. This country came directly under
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the British Crown in 1858. So far as the Govern-
ment of India is concerned, from 1861 onwards
there have been a series of Acts governing the
Government of India which culminated in the
. Legislation of 1909. Also, very soon after this
country passed directly under the British Crown,
they also introduced a system of Local Self-Go-
vernment in India which also they have been
periodically revising and improving at each
revision. Therefore our past condition was this.
We were demanding political concessions and the
Government from time to time were granting us
political concessions. I don’t for a moment say
that the concessions have always been all that we
asked for. It can never be in any country. The
people will always ask for a little more than the
Government are willing to give. But once it is
assured that you will go on steadily progressing
and your political condition is on the onward
~ march, always improving, never receding, it isa
source of satisfaction. Till very recently we wére
all satisfied with that sate of affairs. I remember
that the concession granted in 1909, commonly
known as Minto-Morley Reforms, were hailed
with delight in this country. 1 was myself pre-
sent in this hall at a meeting where Lords Minto
and Morley were thanked for this reform. Several
of my political colleagues in Madras were present
and they also addressed that meeting. Of cour--
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a good many said it was not all that they wanted.
Well, I was one of those who said so myself, but
we all accepted it as an instalment, and made up
our minds to wait for the next instalment, to con-
tinuously ask for more, and receive what was
given at the next instalment. But within the last
two years a very sudden change has come in the
political condition of India, and before we proceed
further we must analyse and get to the bottom
of this new political movement and find out the
causes that brought it about, the circumstances
that justify it, and its chances of success? You
must analyse this and get a satisfactory reply
before you come to the subject proper. Because,
if you can show that the latest political movement,
rather a violent one in my opinion, has the ghost
of a chance of being accepted by the British
public then that is our immediate political out-
look. I am here to prove to you that it has not
got the ghost of a chance, and therefore you
must think of something else as your immediate
political outlook.  Genflemen, I, am perfectly
familiar with the cry of Home Rule because my
student days in Great Britain coincided with
the time when the most acute controversy was
going on regarding the Home Rule movement
in Ireland. For five or six years I was in the arena
of politics where we heard nothing but Home
Rule, Everywhere it was Home Rule. ' In any
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political meeting, whatever other subjects were
discussed, Home Rule for Irelanid was invariably
there. I am therefore perfectly familiar with a
cry of Home Rule as it existed in England.
But when I heard the same cry in India, I could
not in the beginning realise that it was an earnest
cry, because nobody who knew the conditions
under which Home Rule could be granted, the
conditions under which there was a chance of its
being granted, would ever have thought of raising
a cry for Home Rule in India. The conditions
even in Ireland were not ideal for Home Rule,
but then you must remember that the Irish
agitation was only for the re-establishment of a
Parliament which they had for a lorg time. The
Irish had a Parliament of their own and it was the
Act of Union in 1800 that took away that Parlia-
ment and ever since the Act of Union the Irish
public have never been quiet. In some form or
other they have been agitating for the repeal of
the Act of Union. It is true thatin the earlier part
of the century, it did not actually take the form
of Home Rulé Movement. They formally con-
stituted the Home Rule Movement only in the
latter part of the 19th century. Their agitation
for Catholic emancipation and various other cries
were practically cries for Home Rule which in
their case meant the return of the Parliament that
had been taken away from them. In the case of

2
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India the question is far different. We have
Sever had a Parliament here and{I do not know
whether we have ever had Self-Government in
the proper sense of the term. I know it is a
fashion now a days to go back to the ancient
Hindu Kings and to describe all the wonderful
things that we had and compare them to the
miserable state of things in this 20th century, and
we are sometimes told that Self-Government in a
most perfect form existed in ancient India and
therefore we are now asking for what we had.
As far as T can make out, the only Self-Govern-
ment they had in ancient India was a system of
village Panchayats, Panchayats forisolated villa-
ges. A federation of these village Panchayats in
its large sense never took place, because there
Wwas no proper communication between village
and village in those days, and each village was
self-contained. Nothing higher than that in the
way of Self-Government I have seen mentioned
aaywhere in any authoritative works recorded as
having existed in ancien{ India. Now, for argu-
ments sake let me concede for oné moment that
you had Self-Government in ancient India. Your
ancestors are so far removed from you at the
present day that you have nothing to show of any
inherited capacity for Self-Government. If you
had any inherited capacity for Self-Government
from your distant ancestors your Municipalities
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would have been better managed. It would nevet
~ have taken such a long time for you to get in thé
way  of managing even small Municipalities.
‘Therefore I disregard that argument altogether.
In India for all practical purposes, if we must have
‘Self-Government, we must be trained for it. We
must acquire the capacity, develop our qualities in
that respect and then start on Self-Government. In
the second place Home Rule can only be given toa
country where there is only one nation, absolutely
united, with nosectional differences. That lesson
you are learning now from Irish Home Rule. With
all things that favoured the granting of Home
Rule to a nation who once had their own Parlia-
ment, with all the advantages, they are still far
from having Home Rule. Why? Because
there are certain counties which are inhabited
by Protestants and the rest of Ireland are Catho-
lics. Mind you, Gentlemen, on that one point of
difference, Ireland has not got Home Rule and
from all that you can see from the discussion €n
the House of Commons on Home Rule, I do not
think Ireland will get Home Rule in the sense of
‘Catholic Ireland being able to rule over Protes-
tant Ulster. So, that is another condition which
is absolutely essential for Home Rule whicn
does not exist here. The third" condition tor
Home Rule is that the people of the councry
must be sufficiently advanced in education and
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intelligence to exercise their franchise intelli-
‘gently. Now we know that an overwhelming
majority of the people of this country are not
so advanced, and therefore nobody who under-
stood the conditions necessary for granting Home
Rule would seriously have proposed Home Rule
for India. Then it was still more surprising that
the first move in this direction was made by
an English lady, 1 do not know whether she is
English or Irish, but she has had considerable
experience of English political life in her younger
days, and is thoroughly conversant with politicak
matters and therefore could not possibly have put
forward a proposal of Home Rule for Indla in a
state of ignorance. We have on paper a record
of what her opinions were on the question of India
demanding Self-Government. I will only trouble
you with one or two extracts. In a speech which
she delivered in 1905 she said :— Geography has.

a determining influence on nationality. No two.
nations can exist in the same soil. A nation must
have a national territory and we cannot have a
Hindu nation and a Musalman nation in India.
We must have one Indian nation from the Him-
alayas to the Cape Camorin, from Bengal to.
Kathiawar. No such nation has ever existed in
Lidia. India has always been and still is a mere-
geographical expression.” No

sane man or
woman for that matter

would propose . to grank
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Home Rule to a geographical expression (Ap-
plause.) Now passing from 1905 and coming to
1911 the lady says again, “ English Rule is just;
let the Indian citizen first learn to stand and walk
before he asks to Rule and Govern.” No truer
words were ever spoken. Gentlemen, it has a
bearing on the granting of Self-Government to
our country. And as late as 1911 this lady held
exceedingly correct views of what are the condi-
tions precedent to granting Home Rule. In 1915,
only four years after she delivered the last quota-
tion which I have read out to you, she comes out
as leader of the Home Rule Movement. I have
taken some trouble to follow closely the conditions

under which this Home Rule Movement has
developed. Here we are in a country with a large
number of politicians with a political organisation

called the Indian National Congress to which all
the leading men in the country are attached.

How did it come about that this lady in such 2
short time snatched the political initiative from

the hands of the Congress, spread a propaganda

of herown, captured a good many in the Congress
and now began to lead them instead ‘of following
them ? How did it come abuut? The evolution

of the Honze Rule idea in Madras .is unfolded in

the pages of “ New India.” And if any one will
take the trouble of going back and reading the
articles connected with this movement, it will
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first originated with the attempt to bring ‘about
the Congress compromise. You remember thag
at Suratin 1907, after a pugilistic encounter bet-
ween various sections of the delegates the Congress
split up into two sections which I believe were
called extremists and moderates. I believe these
were the terms used. And the attempt of 1914
was really to bring about a re-union between
extremistsand moderates, at all events so it appears
to beon the surface. Then this attempt failed,
and on the rejection of the compromise proposal
we find in “ New India” a threat that if the
Congress still remained in a condition of masterly
inactivity, then it will be well for younger people
to take action, not in opposition to the Congress
which must always be regarded as the head of
political activities in India but as supplementing
its work in a field which it does not wish to occupy
at present. In other words. “If the Congress will
not take up Home Rule Ishall.” That was practi-
cally the meaning of it. ‘Then came a series of
articlesin “ New India” on the resurrection of
Asia, and it claimed that India should be given
Home Rule as a sort of defensive measure against
the advance of. China. If China becomes a great
nation she may attack India, and India, in order
to defend herself, ought to be given Home Rule

and made to stand on her own legs. That was
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the argument put forward. Then there wasa
distinct warning in the ‘“ New India” of the 3rd
August 1915 that the people should agitate for
Self-Government and should fight for Freedom
and exclaimed “ Who will join hands with us”
That is the call for recruits. Then came an
article on the 17th of August in which she argued
that in the reconstruction of the Empire lay the
opportunity of India for Freedom: The genesis
of the thing was the declaration of war, and the
whole thing originated several months - after
England had declared war against Germany and
was likelyto be pre-occupied in several directions ;
and here is the distinct statement that the op-
portunity for India is the reconstruction of the
Empire which will follow the war. But who-
ever said that there will be a reconstruction of
the Empire. Whoever said that any remodi-
fication of Indian conditions would ever be
made I have never seen any responsible man
say that. Then on the 7th September © New
India” annoynced tha® Mrs. Besant had gone to
Bombay to see Sir Pherozeshah Mehta with d&view
to consulting him regarding the political situation
in India. In other words to sound Sir Pherozesha
Mehta as to the Home Rule propaganda. That
is what I infer. On September 13th a represen-
tative of the Associated Press of Bombay had a
tall with her on Indian Self-Government. She
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said that the country must be stirred in the matter
and that the Congress should lead in the matter
and, if the Congress did not, she should take up
the question herself. She continued to say that
after the Congress had formulateda scheme for
Self-Government which she called Home Rule for
India, the English people being more familiar
with Home Rule, and perhaps “ more opposed
too ”, the country would be stirred on that behalf.
Then on the 15th of September Mrs. Besant wrote
on Congress and Self-Govertment and wanted
Sir S. P Sinha to claim Swaraj. She attacked Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta, evidently the interview was
not satisfactory, and said that he had so long
dominated Bombay that it was doubtful if any
one else had the courage to lead as well and
could be dependedupon. A sick man could not
be vigorous nor inclined to sketch a vigorous
policy for his followers. Bombay had given no
sign of preparing the way for Home Rule. Then
on‘September 25th the Home Rule League was
born in Madras. Mr. Dadhabhoy Naproji was said
to be the President, but he promptly contradicted
it and since then the Home Rule Movement had
gone on. In 1915 the attempt was made to capture
the Congress for the Home Rule Movement.
Thanks to the firmness and sagacity of Sir S. P.
Sinha than whom a more level-headed politician
we had not in India, that attempt failed. It was
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postponed- to the following Congress. I have no
authoritative version of what took place in the
following Congress and therefore I shall not
venture to speak upon il. Itis for the Congress
politicians to say as distinctly and emphatically
as they can whether they are for Home Rule as
sketched by Mrs. Besant or whether they are not.
1 had tried to ascertain from one or {wo of my
friends but failed. They said Home Rule and
Self-Government are just the same but slightly
different and soon ; but I could not get anything
definite from them ; therefore, itis for them to
say whether they are Home Rulers or not: For us
here it is quite sufficient to say that we are entirely
against the movement started by Mrs. Besant for
Home Rule (Applause) because we are not ready
forit. I do not for one moment say that the time will
not come when we shall have Home Rule. That
time will come (Applause). Neither Mrs. Besant
nor Mr. Ahmed Thamby Maracayar nor I will
live to see it because it will be long long after~ our
time. Theresare so miny conditions that you have
to comply with before you can get it. If we getit
before complying with those conditions it will be
ruinous to the country. Ireland was about to get
Home Rule just before the War. The Home
" Rule Bill was going through the Houses. It passed
through the House of Commons. It was rejected
twice by the House of Lords and a third time
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if gejected they could declare that the bill was:
passed, What happened? Civil war was threatened..
Many of the military men quartered in Ireland
declined to fire on their countrymen. There-
fore the military was of no use. Ireland was on
the brink of a civil war. When this war broke
out an amicable arrangement was arrived at to-
temporarily put the Home Rule Bill on the
Statute Book and not to bring it in operation:
till the Houses had another chance of discus-
sing it. Therefore if you get Home Rule now:
which is not feasible to-day, not essential to-day
and not indispensable to-day, it will bring no final
settlement with it. In a divided country like this,
with several sections, under Home Rule you will
get considerably less than what you will get
under a Government like that of Great Britain:
which has established and holds sway all over
India. Gentlemen, there is one small subject I
want to deal with before I préceed further..
In fthis connection they have calculated that
there will be reconstructiort in the Empire and
that in that reconstuction India will also be
included. It is the usual faith of the socialist that
if the existing arrangements are upset, in the
resulting changes Instead of being at the bottom
he may find himself on the top, and therefore
a good many people hanker for change ;. but
a change from an established condition must
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be very gradual and very slow. You must
consider Jeach step in it; otherwise after .the
change you will find yourselves in a consider-
ably worse position than you were in the begin--
ning. There is to be reconstruction in England.
There may be reconstruction in many of the
colonies, because you have got very good reasons.
for it. What do you find in England at the pre-
sent time as the result of the War ? Most of the-
factories have been shut down or are given over
to the Government for the manufacturing of
munitions. Therefore their industries are in a
paralysed state. The men are all taken to the
military, the machinery are all taken for the manu-
facturing of munitions ; their production from an
economic point of view is stopped and so their
industries are paralysed. At the beginning of
the war England had a standing army of about
750,000 men. At present they have five million
men in the field in Flanders, and these men were
raised by conscription, which means they “have
been asked to give®up their private occupations
and go and join the army and fight. Five million
men and more people have been taken away
from ordinary occupation and after two or three
years when they come back they will have to be
put on their legs again. Now that means
enormous work, We have not got either of

these conditions in India. Condition No. 3,
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¢ Their financial expenditure before the war is over
will come to such a large sum that the annual
expenditure for loan charges will come to
£300,000,000- It is roughly calculated that
£3800,000,000 will go to the sinking fund and loan
charges on the money that they have raised for this
war, The Normal Revenue is about £100,000,000.
‘They will have to raise three hundred million
pounds extra annually to meet the loan charges.
Where is this to be raised ? That is exactly the
reason why they will have to bring the colonies
tto bear the financial burden. No one will bear
the burden unless you have privileges correspond-
ing to that. We have not been asked to bear
that burden. We will not be able to bear that
burden. (A voice: We are giving a hundred
millions.) A good many of the colonies have
given a great deal more, It is only the annual
charge that is £300,000,000. Therefore they will
want reconstruction from that point of view.
Then® they have found a good many defects
exposed by the war, a good fany defects in their
system of education, in their organisation and
other things disclosed by the war. They will have
to correct them, which means an enormous re-
construction. Then they have to consolidate the
alliances already formed. There are so many
mations who have formed alliances, fighting with
them. These are the men who help them in

1
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adversity. A friend in need is a friend indeed.
If they are to continue their alliances, they will
have to make some arrangements regarding tariffs
and other things. India is not affected by any
of these, and therefore why should we say that
necessarily there will be a reconstruction for India
as well? I decline to believe that we shall be
affected by the reconstruction connected with
the war, but that does not prevent us from ask-
ing for the next instalment of political reform. It
does not by any means prevent us from asking for
any political reform. Well, in asking for political
reform there are one or two things to be borne
in mind. One is that a reform merely based on
sentimental grounds and has no practical appli-
cation is no good. You must ask for something
which is practical, which anybody can put in
practice. If you simply say on sentimental grounds
you want such and such ‘things, no value will
be attached by any practical politician to
it and- when your demand is taker to
England and analgsed, the politicians there
will say, these are the people who say they
are fit for Self-Government. But people who
make demands like this are not practical men.
That is the danger which you must always ap-
prehend. In putting forward your demands
try and see that they are practical, Now
leaving the subject of Home Rule, I come to

9
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the only practical proposals that I have heard
for our next instalment of political reforms:
You have heard of the memorandum of
the nineteen members of the Imperial Legis-
lative Council which has been submitted to the
Viceroy. Ihave been abused, attacked, rebuked
for having ventured to express dissent from this
document. I have now to justify my dissent. I
dissent from this document because in my opinion
it is an impracticable and unworkable scheme.
If you will permit me a few minutes I will
take proposal by proposal. The first proposal
is with regard to the Executive Council. They
asked that the Executive Council of the Viceroy
and of the Provincial Governors should contain
a large proportion of Indians. That certainly is
a resonable proposal. They say that there
ought to be at least half the number of Executive
Councillors who are Indians and I believe the
idea is that the number of the Executive Coun-
cilldrs of the Provincial Governors should be
raised to six, three Indians and three, Europeans.
That is a sound proposal and nobody will find
fault with it. If they bad stopped there it would
have been a practical suggestion, but they do not
stop here. They say that elected representatives
of the people should have a voice in the selec-
tion of the Executive Council. Now that pro-
posal will at once strike a practical politician as
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-an impracticable one, The Governor in Council
-constituted the Government of this country. Ret
us take Madras for example, Lord Pentland is the
head of the Government of Madras- He has got
‘three Councillors assisting him, but, for the work
of the three Councillors and for any action of the
‘Government of Madras the man who is responsi-
bleis Lord Pentland. It is Lord Pentland’s
‘Government ; and it is customary all over the
world, where such a system of Government
exists, that the head of the Government is to be
permitted to choose his colleagues. Itis so in
every civilized country except one. I will come
to that. - In every civilized country it is the prac-
tice because if he does not choose his colleagues
you cannot hold him responsible for their actions.
Lord Pentland might say any day you elected my
colleagues ; I cannot get on with them ;I am not
responsible for their work. If he says so, what is
your reply ? There is no reply. And no man
with self-respect would consent to be the Eead
of a Government where his colleagues are thrust
upon him by somebody else. And if he has not
got the power to select his own colleagues and
construct the Government with his own chosen
.colleagues no respectable man will take it up.
It is an absolutely impracticable proposal. Then
I told you there is one exception to this rule and
this is Switzerland. The executive of the Federal
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Council in Switzerland is elected by the Federal
Csuncil. But Switzerland is a unique country.
Those of you who have studied the Swiss Con-
stitution cannot help being struck with the unique-
idea of a people governing themselves directly.

The executive commission of the Swiss Federal
Government is known as the Swiss Federal
Council. It consists of seven members elected
for a term of 3 years by the two Houses of the:
Federal - Legislature acting together in Joint
Session as a Federal Assembly. The Federal
Assembly may elect to the Council any Swiss.
Citizen who is eligible to either Chamber. If &
member of the Legislature is elected to a place-
on the Executive Body it necessitates his resigna--
tion of the Legislative function ; members of the-
Executive are not members of the Legislative-
Bodies. They may attend and take part in the-
Debates but they may not vote. T%e Members of
the Swiss Executive are the Servants of the Legisla--
tive Houses not their leaders.

The Swiss Federal Counc‘i] Executive would be-
very much like the Municipal Commissioner under- -
the new constitution of the Madras Corporation,.
not even so good. This gentleman at least has.
certain good powersof his own. These people
have no power whatever except to obey what the-
people say. In any other country where Parlia--
mentary Government goes on, the system of elec-
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tion would be impracticable and unworkable.
I don’t know why on earth a difference in t?at
practice is asked for here. I asked afriend of
mine why they put forward such an absurd pro-
posal. It vitiated the whole of the memorandum.
He said Government sometimes put in useless
men, and it was to prevent that. What are you
doing in the council ? Looking at a dummy,
grinning at him ? If you do your duty, no Gov-
ernment will dare bring in 2 dummy. They have
to face questions in council. Ask a dummy a
few questions and he would run away for all
he is worth. If the non-official Council Members
do their duty properly no dummy will be able
to face them. The fact of the matter is non-
official members want to vote themselves into the
Executive Councils. Well, Gentlemen, if that
proposal goes it does not require a very great
politician to find out that the men who drafted
the memorandum know nothing of practical poli-
tics. These minor defects are nothing compared
to the defect that comes next. They say *that
all the Legislative Ceuncils in India should have
a substantial majority of elected representatives.
Read that in conjunction with the other condition
that the Budget should be passed in the shape
of money bills, fiscal autonomy being con-
ceded to India. Take the two conditions
There ought to be a majority of elected members
3
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in the Madras Legislative Council. The Budget
ought to be passed through  this Council,
in‘ the shape of money bills. A bill has seve-
ral stages to go through a Council. For a re-
solution there is only one division, sometimes
they will have a snatch division. But a bill has
got an obstacle race to go through, and all the
financial proposals must go in the shape of
money bills. Every one who knows practical
politics knows that unless a bill has got a majority
at its back it can never get through the house.
It cannot be got through by accident. Unless a
majority of the members of a particular council
are in favour of a particular bill that bill can never
get through that Council. Assuming that a majority
of these elected men are bent upon economy, or
some of them are determined to stand against
the Government how will the Budget ever get
through. The Budget may be defeated at any
stage. Any bills can be smashed at any stage.
The Government cannot get a Budget through.
If yeu do not get the Budget through, you cannot
get a pie of taxation. Supposing such a contingency
occurs what would happen uuder the proposal is,
I can tell you what would happen in other places.
In the English House of Commons the Chancellor
of the Exchequer introduces the Budget, and
if any item was vetoed the Government resigns as
a body, and another body comes in and formsa
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Government. Any defeat on the Budget is @ neces-
sary condition for the resignation of the Ministry.
That is what happens in England, France and
other countries. In Switzerland where there is
an Executive who, as I told you, are practically
the servants of the Council, the Council will do
what the Parliament likes. Lord Pentland proposes
a Budget ; if it is not accepted he cannot carry on
the administration. You cannot expect him to
resign because resignation of the Ministry is only
practical where there is another body to form a
Ministry. You cannot expect Lord Pentland to
resign and go away. You cannot take charge of
the Government. You are not asking for that.
You are not advanced so far. You can ask for
that if you have put the proposal in a different way
—_ that the Governor or Viceroy does not enter the
Ministry atall, but sits on high and watches. The
Executive Government is constituted from among
the leading men here and he asks one man to form
2 Ministry. Such a Ministry if defeated can resign
and the Governor can call another man to forma
Ministry. This is Colonigl Self-Government. Those
gentlemen wh.o drafted this memorandum were
asking for Home Rule. They made a slight altera-
tion so far as the Viceroy was concerned, at the
~ same time the other conditions they did not alter.
Therefore we have got a mongrel which will
never work. I should like any of these nineteen
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members or their admirers to put forward a
method by which you can get over this difficulty
of Government and enable them to carry on the
administration with a power to put the Budget
through the Council. I see that these gentlemen
who drafted the memorandum are carried away
in their enthusiasm for the great capacity of the
Indian for administration. They say that our
short experience in this direction has shown that
there are Indians like Sir S. P. Sinha, Sir Ali Imam
Mr. V. Krishnaswamy Iyer, Sir Shamsul Huda and
Sir Sankaran Nair who have maintained a high
level of administrative ability in the discharge of
their duties. They have, I see omitted to mention
the name of Sir Sivaswamy Iyer, Mr. Chaubal
and Sir Prabhasankar Pattani particularly Sir
Sivaswamy Iyer because he is the second Indian
Member who has retired after completing his
term as Executive Councillor, Sir Ali Imam being
the first. Others have all occupied a short space
of time or have only begun their career, Besides,
this gentleman has made discoveries in administra-
tive fields. He discovered that the addition of
non-officials to the Sanitary Board would only add
to its numerical strength. He might have made
a similar discovery about the Executive Council
itself. Therefore it is rather cruel to have omitted
him. Moreover they say it is well-kiown that the
Native States have produced renowned adminis~
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trators like Sir Salar Sung, Sir T. Madhava Rao,
Sir Seshadri Iyer, Dewan Bahudur Raghunatha
Rao, not to mention the present administrators of
the various Native States. I am here emphatically
to say that we don’t want the system and methods
of administration in the Native States to be brought
into British India. (Hear, Hear.) Whatever your
disadvantages under British Government, the
greatest enjoyment that you have under the British
Government is the enjoyment of personal freedom.
That is exactly what you have not in the Native
States. Included in the signatories of this memo-
randum is one gentleman who could tell you how
he was treated in a Native Staie when hewent there
to deliver a series of lectures. Evidently that is why
he demands thatsort of Native States Government
Perhaps if the British Government will trea

him in the same manner he would begin to:
admire the British Government. Gentlemen,
whenever any oné comes and tells you that the
system of Government in some other places is
better than here, don’t believe it. I have been
a bit of a traveller inomy life-time, and I have
been in many countries and seen the conditions
in those countries. I have never come across a
country where there is so much freedom as in the
British Empire. I have lived in Germany, France
and Italy, all advanced European countries, but
would you believe it that a German in Germany,
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" a Frenchman in France, or an Italian in Italy
enjoys less personal freedom than you people
enjoy here. There is an old story told as to how
people are treated in Berlin. In cafes, something
like D’Anglies where you go and take refresh-
ment, there are detectives overhearing the con-
versation of any one seated there. On one
occasion there were two new Englishmen there.
All at once one of them raised his voice a little
and said “I think that the Emperor is a bally
fool” The moment he said it, the detective
came up and arrested him. * Why do you arrest
me ?” he asked. He was told he had abused the
Emperor. “1 was not talking about your
Emperor at all. We are talking about the
Russian Emperor” * There is only one Emperor
in the world that answers your description and
that is the German Emperor” said the detective.
Now, Gentlemen, there is one more subject here
and I think I had better conclude with that.

The President of the last Congress, Mr.
Ambika Charan Mazumdar, a very old friend of
mine, said in his speech that it is not necessary
that the masses of the people should be educated
at all before we can have Self-Government.
They would have a class of educated men at the
top. They will carry on the Government and
see to the interest of the people of this country
and look after the interest of the masses as welp
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as any foreigner. That is a statement which
requires some consideration, because all demand
for Self-Government at present is based on that.
Everybody has to admit that the great mass ot
the people of the country have not sufficient
education to understand the franchise. Therefore
the granting of Self-Government simply would
‘mean that you must leave the masses to be taken
care of by the better classes of the people. There
are dangers in it. Wherever this state of
affairs has taken place, it was found in course of
time that the upper classes who were ready to
receive Self-Government crushed those below
them and kept power in their own hands and
stuck to it with a tenacity which was surprising
And when the people themselves became ready
to take their share in the Government of the
country the people who held power as trustees
declined to part with it. Englandis the only
country where this transfer of the power from the
aristocracy went on in a peaceful way. I mean
by peaceful, without bloodshed. They have, had
political fights but without bloodshed. England
is the only country where the transfer of power
took~ place peacefully. In France you had the
Revolution, but the best example of the latter is
Germany.' In Germany to-day true democracy is
not established. Power in Germany is in the
hands of a small oligarchy. They control the
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Emperor and they control everything e]s?. It 1:8
an oligarchy that has brought the world into this
runous war. And German democracy in order
to come to their own will have to ask the help
of the Allies after the war. This task of handing
the power into the hands of one community in
trust in order that later on when the others are
ready they may take it back, is beset with
considerable difficulty. Wherever you can go
on without this temporary handing over, go with-
out it. In European countries it was inevitable
because they had to go on somehow, Here it
is not inevitable Till the masses can be educated
and brought up to a condition in which they can
exercise the functions of Self-Government we have
very good persons to take care of them. What
need is there to transfer from these trustees to
other trustees powers which will have later on to
be transferred again. I do not think that any Indian
will dispute that the British Government have
proved admirable trustees and representatives of
the interests of the people. (Applause.) If you
say that the educated men in this country will
be as good guardians of the uneducated, I have
only to take a few instances and point- out
to you what has been done. I am speaking
to members of a Mohamedan association. I
may point out tc you what has been done in
connection with the Public Service Commis-
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sion in your name and interest. The evidence of
a large number of educated people in this country
before the Public Service: Commission was ii4
favour of what has been for a very long time
called the Simultaneous Examination. That is an
examination for the Indian Civil Service to be
held in England and at the same time in India
for which candidates can appear either here or
there and those who pass in it will be tabulated
in one list, but a large number of people found
fault with it. They did not want it because they
said by this system of examination a particular
class only will get admission, and admisssion into
the Government service is important for this one
aspect,—It has got political powers and unless
political power is equally distributed there is
always danger. That has been the experience of
countries where there are mixed populations. If
you concentrate power in the hands of one com-
munity there is always the danger of the other
communities being tyranised, and the other com-
munities rising in rebellion against the tyranny
and oppression of the gowerful class. But here
are the two ol;inions and when the Public Service
Commission came here you had a Mohamedan
representative on that to watch your interest and
after the Public Services Commission had gone all
over India and had sent in tlreir report, the
Mohamedan representative is the only man who
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pleads for simultaneous examinations, all the-
others going against it. And curiously. enough I
$aw his defender in the Press in Madras saying
that he has gone on evidence. Such an impartial
man, that he has gone on evidence! The other
people had not gone on evidence | This gentleman
alone had gone on evidence, and yet what are
the facts 7 I see in the voluminous report of the:
Public Service Commission evidence that 28
Mohamedan gentlemen gave evidence before the
Commission out of whom 7 are for Simultane-

ous Examinations, 15 against, 4 for Simultaneous.
Examination but not open competition, stating
that those who passin the examination ought to-
be picked up according to communal conditions,
which is practically against Simujtaneous Examina-
tions. One gentleman said * My personal opinion
is for Simultaneous Examination, but I am here as.
the representative of my community and my
community is against it.” A very frank and honest
statement. One gentleman of the Provincial Ser-
vi¢e gave no opinion on the subject. Now, the
majority of the Public Service Commission has.
pointed out the difficulty also with regard to Pro-
vinces. In certain Provinces feelings against cer-
tain things are stronger than in others. There-
fore it is interesting to notice how this Moha-
medan opinion is divided. In Bengal 8 men gave
evidence, one was against Simultaneous Examina-
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tion and the other was half and half for com-
munal representation and the other gave no
evidence on this point. In Punjab 5 were agair’xst
Simultaneous Examinations and one for com-
munal representation. So you see that the
opinion of Punjab goes against Simultaneous
Examination. In the United Provinces of
Agra and Oudh 3 were against :n¢ one for
Simultaneous Examination and 2 ior co nmunal
selection. Here again a strong pe,.oc derance
of opinionsis against Simultaneous Examination.
In Behar and Orissa 2 for and against ; in
Central Provinces 2 Mohamedans gave evi-
dence and both were against. In Bombay 3
for, one against, in Burma only one witness
for Simultaneous Examination. Here is the voice
of the Mohamedan community by an over-
whelming majority saying that they are against
open competition. They want communal selec-
tion ; yet the educated Mohamedan representa-
tive on the Commission says exactly the opposite.
Therefore can you leave the interests of Your
community jin the leands of your leaders? I
think the time has not come simply to trust the
educated man and say ‘ Let him decide for us’
My own opinion is that in most of these cases
we have received impartial treatment more from
- Europeans than from men of olr own communi-
ties (Applause).
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Now gentlemen, [ have kept you a very long
time The next subject I want to deal with is
something connected with practical reforms. I
am afraid that I have passed the time and as it
is past half past six, I will postpone that subject.
I will deal with it some where soon and tell you
what my views are. You can criticise it or reject
it or do whatever you like. One word before
I conclude. There has been a great deal of
speculation as to the formation of an Imperial
Parliament and what India's position in that
Parliament will be. There has been no such
authoritative pronouncement on the part of any
leading politician. As to the formation of an
Imperial Parliament which will look after Imperial
affairs and the Local Parliament whichwill look
after local affairs nothing has been decided.
Some of the colonies are against the proposal.
Some are in favour and finally they may find that
the majority of the colonies are against the pro-
posals involved in it and they may not proceed
with the thing at all. But let us take for argu-
ment’s sake that such a: proposal does come
‘Within practical politics and that the component
parts, except India, should come to constitute
Parliament sitting in London for the manage-
ment of the imperial affairs. It is highly
improbable that ® this Imperial Parliament will
directly deal with India. India may not get
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what is called Home Rule, but India may have
autonomy in the sense that the Government of
India will take the place of the Parliament in the
Colonies if they have to constitute an Imperial
Parliament. I do not expect they will give you
Home Rule. But it is exceedingly likely that the
rigid control now exercised over the Government
of India will be relaxed. For all practical pur-
pose India would be a self-groverning country,
not self-governing in the sense that India will be
governed by Indians, but governed by the Gov-
ernment of India as it is at present constituted,
perhaps a little modified. Under these conditions
the question of representation of Indians in the
Imperial Parliament will only be for imperial
purposes. There will be no necessity for sending
your representatives to that Parliament in order
to look after your internal affairs and then I may
assure you that India will have representation in
some form in such a Parliament as that. If itis
two houses it will have representation in both the
houses. But I do not think any sane Indian® will
claim that [ndia shomld be represented propor-
tionately, that is in proportion to her population.
Because if you are represented by population you
will swamp the rest of the British Empire. But
representation, for having your side of the case
represented, there will be. The proportion may
be small, but you will have the dignity of being
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tepresented in the Imperial Parliament forall

practical purposes. The difficulties that some of
us were contemplating was, if this Parliament
should take on its shoulders the administration
and supervision of India it stands to reason that,
if it has divested itself of all the local affairs,
the constitution of the Parliament will be such
that it will not be fit to look after internal affairs
of India. Further evolution there must be, and
even if there is no such evolution, if other pro-
posals are brought forward, then it will be time
to get excited. Hysterical politics and political
hysteria are meaningless. I have attempted to
point out what our immediate political outlook is.
The outlook is to pursue the same path we were
pursuing hitherto. Go on in the same path trust-
ing in the Government which has till now given
you concessions. not because they were afraid.
of you—they have no reason to be afraid of
you,—but because they considered them to be
just. They are delaying concessions, they are
giving them in instalments because you must
have time to learn. As yet your public men
have learned very little. You have only very
few public men who have learned them  at all.
You must have better capacity developed on
the part of your public men and more such
public men. It may be that you have not been
given opportunities, Your Legislative Council, it
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is said, as it exists now does no good. I do not
share that view. Lord Morley’s reforms gave us
the reformed Legislative Council. I'said to a friend
.of mine when the reforms were announced
« Look at its constitution. I think it is only
intended to be a platform for public men. It
is intended for public men in India to learn work
of that kind and to get accustomed toit.” Unless
you have a large number of men like them, where
are the men for future parliaments? A new
member who comes to the council will be incon-
venienced for sometime till he has learned the
work. Therefore you must ask for hundreds of
members. If you ask for a large increase of
‘members of Legislative Council perhaps it will
‘be granted and then ask for special representa-
‘tion for all the communities and let hundreds and
hundreds of your men go into these councils,
learn the work and the method of carrying on
public administration. When you have got
sufficient number of men then ask for a consti-
tution. Now, you do not know what to do.
Half your mupicipalitios are mismanaged. They
‘do not understand the principle of municipal
_administration. You want men who really under-
‘stand it. Therefore do really work in the way of
improving yourself aud then the reforms you ask
for will come in unasked. >

Dr. Muhamad Oosman then proposed a vote
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