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or with some perishable materials, and have
perished either from fire or from causes “;hich,
in that climate, so soon obliterate any but the
most substantial erections constructed with the
most substantial materials.”

The Pallava dominions probably comprised at
the time the modern districts of Nellore, Guntur,
Kistna, Godavari, Kurnool and, perhaps, also
Anantapur, Cuddapah and Bellary. The Kadam-
bas of Banavasi, who were originally Brahmanas,
threatened to defy the Pallavas. The founder of
the Kadamba family was Mayurasarman. He
went to the Pallava capital in order to study the
sacred lore. There he had a fierce quarrel with
a Pallava horseman, What the cause of the
quarrel was and imw it ended we are mot told.
Like his much-abused compeer of the 20th century
Mayurasarman reflected : ¢ Alas! that in this
Kali age, the Brahmanas should be se much feebler
than the Kshatviyas! For if to one, who has
duly served his preceptor’s family and earnestly
studied bis branch of the Veda, the perfection in
holiness depends on a king, what can there be
“more painful than this!” Mayurasarman did
not stop with mere reflection. He proceeded to
take some action too.  With the hand dexter-
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ous in grasping the kusa grass, the fuel, the!
stones, ladle, the melted butter and the oblation
wessel, he unsheathed a flaming  swoud, eager to
conquer the earth.” Having overcome the
frontier guards of the Pallavas, Mayurasarman
occupied the: inaccessible forest stretching to the
gates of Sviparvata, and levied taxes from the
circle of kings headed by the greant Bina. The
Pallaya king was shrewd enough to recognize the
Brahmana's bravery, and took him into-his service..
Mayurasarman  was  rewarded with territory
bordered by the waters of the western sex. Thus a
powerful enemy was guined over and treated as a
useful ally. The Brahmana warrior’s successors do-
not, however, appear to have been amenable to:
friendly treatment. One of them named Mrige-
savarman boasts of having been the fire of des-
truction to the Pallavas, and another called Ravi-
varman is said to have conquered Krishnavarman:
and other kings and overturned Chandadanda,.
lord of Kanchi. Mr. Rice mentions a Nanakkasa-
Pallavaraja as overcoming the Kadamba king
Krishnavarman and assigns him to the middle of'
the 5th century A.D. Discussing the date of
the Kadambas, Dr. Fleet concludes: ¢ All that
«can be safely said is that the Kadambas are to be-
referred approximately to the 6th century, A.1D.”
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Later Eastern Chalukya tradition refers to a
battle between the Pallava king  Trilochana
and.the Chalukya Vijayaditya, who claims to have:
come from Ayodhya in the north. The latter
was victorious, but lost his life. The battle pro-
bably took place somewhere in the Cuddapah
district, as the village of Mudivemu, where the
queen of the victor took refuge after. the battle
has been identified by Mr. Ramayya Pantulu with
Peddamudiyam in the Cuddapah district. The
event may be placed roughly in the 5th century
A.D. Though this story is found only in records-
of the 10th century and is mnot corroborated
by earlier inscriptions, it is evidently based on the
belief current in the 10th century, that the
Pallaya dominions extended in those early times-
to the modern Ceded Districts.

From the reference in connection with the
Kadamba Mayurasarman to the great Bina, it may
be presumed that the latter was a Pallava feuda—
tory and that his dominions lay somewhere in the
(eded Districts. We are not now concerned with
the later history of the Banas, who elaim to be
descended from the demon Mahabali. It is
enough here to remark that a Bina king figures-
as a feudatory of the Pallava king Nandippo-
ttarasar—apparently the last of the family, about.
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The son of Mahendravarman I. was Narasimha-
varman I., who retrieved the fortunés of the
family by repeatedly defeating the Cholas,
Keralas, Kalanhras and Pandyas. He also claims
to have written the word “ victory ”as on a plate
on Pulikesin’s hack which was caused to be visible,
(@, e., which was turned in flight after defeat) at
several battles. Narasihavarman carrvied the
war into Chalukya territory and actually captured
Vatapi, their capital. This claim of his is estab-
lished by aninscription found at Badamiin theBom-
bay Presidency—the modern name of Va-api—from
which it appesrs that Narasimhavarman bore the
title Mahamalla, In later times, too, this Pallava
king was known as Vatapi-konda Narasingappo-
ttaraiyan. © Dr. Fleet assigns the capture of the
‘Chalukya capital to about A‘D;&; The war of
Narvasimbavarman with Pulikesin II. is men-
tioned in the Singhalese chronicle Mahavanisa.
It isalso hinted in the  Tamil Periyapuranam.
The well-known: saint - Sirvuttonda, who had his
only son cut up and cooked in order to' satisfy
the appetite ofi the God Siva disguised as a devo-
tee, is said to have reduced to ‘dust the city of
Vatapi.for his voyal master; who could be no other
than the Pallava king Narasimhavarman. The
_great Tirunanasambandar visited Siruttonda at
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‘his native village of Tiruchchengattamgudi, and
the Devara bymn dedicated to the Siva temple
of the village mentions the latter and thus helps.
tofix thedate of the formeras well as of the:
Saiva revival of which he was the central figure.
I shall soon have to say more on  this subject.
The war with the Chalukyas vesulted in the
abeyance of their power for: some time in. their
dominions. The Pallavas probably held the terri-
tovy during the time of Narasim havarman, his son
Mahendravarman I1., and during the ey part
of the reign of the latter’s son and successor Pava-
mesvaravarman I, '_L‘he_[iumm copper-plate of the:
last king gives a lexlgtlljv/?mf a feartul
battle which was probably fought at a village called
Peruyalanallur. The battle ended in the defext of
the Chalukya Vikvamaditya I., whose army con-
sisted of several lukshas and who took to flight
coveved only by a rag. The name Mf\_ﬂ_u_r ’
suggests thatit must have been situated in the
Tamil country, and if this be the case, the Pallavas
maust only have successfully repelled a Chalukya
" invasion. But Paramesvarayarman is said in other-
records to have destroyed the city of Ranavasika
—a biruda of Vikramaditya I. Perhaps, the for--
mer repulsed a counter-invasion undertaken in
consequence of his attack on the Chalukya capifal,,,
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“suppose that the Chalukya of Badami were ignorant
-of the state of affairs in the Pallava dominions.
Vikramaditya IT.,grandson of Vinayaditya,“having
resolved fio uproot completely his natural enemy,
the Pallava, who had robbed of their splendour
the previous kings born from his race, reached
with greatspeed the Tundaka-vishaya (Tondai-
mmandalam ), attacked at the head of a battle and
put to flight the Pallava called Nandipotavarman,
who had come to meet him.” The city of
Kanchi was capbured by the enemy. The pro-
cedure adopted by Vikramaditya after the cap-
ture of the Pallava capital shows that the fre-
quent wars waged in India by ancient kings against
one another did not much affect. either the c¢oun-
try or the penceful inhabitants. In fact, the
atrocities of later Indian warfare were unknown
in early times. 1t is said of Vikramazditya that
though he took Kaunchi, he did not destroy it
and that ¢ having made the twice-born, the dis-
tressed and the helpless rejoice by continual gifts,
he acquired great merifi by granting beaps of gold
to the temple of Rajasimbesvara,” the ancient
name of the Kailasanatha,temple at Conjeeveram.
Manu lays down the laws of war thus :
.. 7 g§ A FgEE T 99 T {0399
. AgETE g T W gEead ) VA, 92,
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fimes and inculeated by Manu were evidently
not forgofiten in the 7th century A.T).

Returuing to the capture of Kanchi by the
Chalukya Vikramaditya TII., we find that the
event is covroborated by an inseription of the
king found on a pillar in the temple of Kaila-
sanatha. This defeat of the Pallavas by the
Chalukyas seems to have dealt the death-blow
to the sovereignty of the former. Thus the his-
tory of the Pallavas emphasises the oft-repeated
lesson of Trdian history that, when internal dissen-
sions set in in a dynasty, its decline and disappear-
ance is only a question of time. Powerful kings
«could by their personal prowess only put: off the
downfall to a more distant date. Pallava ascend-
ancy came to an end about the middle of the
8th century, and curiously enough, their rivals,
the Chalukyas of Badami, also ceased to be the
reigning power about the same time.

Before tracing the later history of the Pal-
r]a:vas, it is necessary to vefer briefly to the
monuments of Pallava rule in the Tamil
country. A few Pallava temples have been
already mentioned. Architecture in stone began
‘in the Tamil country with the cutting out of
caves in the living rock. REight of these caves
have been discovered so far in the Tamil country,
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ters were probably adherents of the Vaishnava
faith as T have already remarked. Jainism seems
to have flourished along with these two creeds
and, if the Tamil Periyapuranam is to be believed,
was in the ascendant about the beginuing of the
Tth cenfury A. D. There was a big monastery
at  Patalipuram, the modern Tiruppapuliyur
near Cuddalore. At Mayilappur, where this
addvess is being read, there were Jainas at the
time when Tirunanasambandar visited the place.
The Pandya king Nedumaran was originally a
Jaina but was converted to the Saiva creed by
Tirunanasambandar. According to the Zeriya-
puranam the saint Tiranavukkarasar or Appar,
an elder contemporary of Tirunanasambandar,
was first persecuted and subsequently patronized
by a Pallava king, who is said to have demolished
the Jaina monastery at Patalipuram and built a
temple of Siva called Gunadaravichcharam. As
the»_\jnunger Tirananasambandar appears to have
been a contemporary of the Pallava king Nara-
simhavarman L. the elder Appar may be taken to
have spent most of his life in the reign of
Narasimbavarman’s  father Mahendravarman I,
one of whose surnames was Gunabhava according
to the Trichinopoly cave Sanskrit: inscriptions.
The conversion of Mahendvavarman [ to the
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dng. In respect of their language and written
.character, they differ but little from the people of
Mid-India,” As descendants of the people about
whom the pilgrim speaks, we have every reason
to be proud of the testimony which he bears to
their honesty and truthfulness.

A brief survey of the other southern kingdoms
and their history during the perviod of Pullava
supremacy may not be altogether out of place here.
The Chera, Chola and Pandya kingdoms of the
south are mentioned already in the edicts of the
Maurya emperor Asoka, as you all know. Of their
subsequent history, almost nothing is known from
epigraphical vecords, until we get to the period of
Pallava rule. Intheinscriptions of the Andhraking
Gotamiputra Satakarni, whoboasts ofextevsive con-
quests, the southevn kingdoms are conspicuous by
theiromission.  Buf when we get to the 7th cen-
tury, all the three figure among the tvibes con-
«quered by the Pallavas as well as by their oppo-
nents, the Chalukyas of Badami. There was a
small Chela prineipality to the north of Dravida,
somewhercin the Cuddapah and Kurnool districts,
‘The Sanskrit inseriptions in the Trichinopoly
cave show that the Cholas = of the south
must have been powevful and were treated  with
zespeet by the Pallaya king Gunabham alias
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Mahendravarman I, who must have reigned
during  the first half of the seventh century.
Though the extent of Chola territory at this:
time is not known, there is reason to suppose
that it must have been very small. The capital
was apparently Uraiyur near Trichinopoly. From
the Tamil Periyapuranam we know it was a
Chola princess that married the Pandya king
Nedumaran already mentioned as having been
converted to the Saiva faith by Tirunanasam-
bandar. The Pandyas appear to have been inde-
pendent, and had, perhaps, to fight often against
the intruding Pallavas: After driving the Pallavas
to ¢ vanish behind the walls of Kanchipura,”
the Chalukya Pulikesin II. is said to have crossed’
the river Kaveri to invade the Chola country.
« Theve ”, we are told, ¢ he caused great prosper-
ity to the Cholas, Keralas and Pandyas, he being
the hot-rayed sun to the hoar-frost—the army of
the Pallavas.”  This statement implies that he
helped the former against the latter. Perhaps,
 the three were allied together against the Pallava.
Though almost nothing is known of the history
of the Gheras during this period, it is not unlikely
that they combired with the Cholas and Pandyas:
frequently against the aggressive Pallava as they:
seem to have done during the reign of Pulikesin IT.
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come by the Chola king Aditya and his domi-
nions annexed by the Cholas about the end of the
9th century A. D. The Western Gangas of Gan-
gavadi in the Mysore State and. the Binas were
feudatories of the Ganga-Pallavas. The Banas
seem t6 have been governing a considerable
portion of the North Arcot district, north of the
river Palar. One of the chief towns, if uot the
capital, of the Binas was Tiravallam in the Gudi-
yatam taluka of that district. A number of kings:
of this feudatory family are known. But we
ave nofi concerned with their nistory just now.
It is enough fo remark that the Chola king
Parantaka I., who reigned from A. D. 907 to
abouv 948, claims to have uprooted the Binas and
to have made over their territory to a (anga
feudatory of his.

Side by side with the Ganga-Pallavas there was
another family which probably claimed descent
from Nundivarman Pallavanalla and which ap-
pears to have been reigning in a portion of
Tondai-uadn and of the Chola country. Danti-
varma-Mabaraja of the Triplicane inscription ;
Vairamegan mentioned in the Nalayirapraban-
dham as the king of the Tondaiyar ; Tellarrerinda
Naudii)pobtamiyan, whose inseriptions have been
found in Conjeeveram and a few villages in the

3
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of the 9th centuny A. D. Karanakara-Tondaiman
who, nceording to the Tamil poem Kalingattu-
Parani, led the expedition against Kalinga during
the reign of Kulottunga I. (A. D. 1070 to about
A.. D, 1118), was a Pallava and was the
lord of Vandai, i. ¢., Vandalur in the Chingleput
district. Among the vassals of Vikrama-Chola
mentioned in  the Vikrama-Cholan-ula,  the
Tondaiman figuves first. In the wav of Pandya
snceession, which took place in the 126h century
A. D, the Tondaiman played a very important
part and was the ally of Kulasekhara, one of the
claimants.  From the account of this war given
in the Singhalese Mahavamsa, it .appears that,"
the dominions of the Tondaiman bordeved on the
Pandya country. [n a Tanjore inscription be-
longing to a later peviod, the name Tondaiman is
applied to a local chief named Samantanavayana,
who granted to Brahmanasa portion of the village
of Karundittaigudi—the modern Ka rattattangudi.
Thus the name actually travelled from the Pallava
into the Chola country. There is, therefore, reason
to suppose that the Tondaiman of Pudukkottai
who bears the title Pallava Raja, is descended from
the Pallayas, wha form the subject of this paper.
In the Telugu country inscriptions have been
found of local chiefs tracing their ancestry to the
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of whom tie Kurambar of the Tamil countiry and
the Kurabar of the Kan: avese distriets and of the
Mysorve State may be taken as the living repre-
senfabives.  The kings of the Vijayanagar dy-
nasty are also supposed to have been Kurubas, On
what :amt-horiby the identification of Kuruba or
Kurumb . with Pallava rests I am, however, not able

“tosay ‘1 one of the inscriptions of the Tunjore

‘te ., slonging to the 11th century, a certain
Vit ittan is called Pirantaka-Pallavaraiyan,
meaiuy “the chiet of the Pallavas of Paran-

taka.” Sekkilar, ‘the author of the Tamil
Per.iya,pmwm.a,m, was a  Vellala. by caste
and gob from his patron, the Chola king Ana,napa,w
the title 'Ut,t,amasoln-Pall:l.v:u-aiy:m, meaning ‘ the
-chief of the Pallavas of Uttamasola.” Uttamasola
and Parantaka  are titles of Chola kings and
the word Pallave seews to be used in both of these
titles as an equivalent of Vellula, or the caste of
-agricultuvists to which both of them belonged. In
the Telugu country, too, some ot the Reddis, who
belonged to the fourth ov cultivating easte, called
themselves Pallavaditys and Pallava-Trinetra.
‘Sir Walter Elliot has told us that Pallavaraja is
-one of the thivty gotras of the true Tamil-speak- f
ing Vellalas of Madras, Tanjore and Arcot. It is
horne by the Chola Vellalas inhabiting the valley
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country for overfive centuries and eventually
settles down in the country. It gets so.completely
welded with the other inhabitants that it requires
some proof to convince us that the Pallavas are
in our midst.

Reflecting on the lesson to be learnt from Pal-
lava history, I was led into the following train
of thought. Whatever might have been the reli-
gion of the Pallavas when they left Persia, they
were quite ready to accept the creed of the coun-
try, whether Saiva or Vaishnava, Buddhist or
Jaina \v}‘n they came to the south. It was
evidently” this circumstance that eventually led
to their fusion and absorption with the indigenous
tribes, This is what has happened in the case of
a people who weve quite ready to accommodate
themselves to new religious surroundings.  Eng-
lish history furnishes another instance of the fu-
sion of two peoples, namely, the English and the
Normans, where the difficulty about religion did not
arise. The Muhammadans have been in India
for more than ten centuries, originally as con-
quel'oré and subsequently as fellow-subjects. Not
the slightest tendency has here displayed itself
towards fusion. On the other hand, religious
difference between the two races at last continue
as strong as ever if they have not become worse.

L3
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1t iss this fundamental diffevence of religion that has
stood in the way of fusion and coalescence. Those
who talk of the Indian nation seem %o ignore
this fact. It is, I suppose, fondly hoped that time
would settle all religions differences. Bat
history, as I understand it, teaches a diffevent
lesscn. Differences of sect and creed in the same
veligious system may gradually disappear. Bat
you will all admit that the differences between
the Hinda and Muhammadan faiths are radical
and will not disappenr so easily. Consequently,
this broad galf must be satisfactorily byideed be-
fore the idea of: nafional unity can be' realised.
In fach, veligious unity seems to be wn essential con-
dition precedent of national unity. When the for-
mer is reached, the latter follows as a matter of
course, Attempts made to secure nafional unity,
without fist vealising religious unity, would. at
best result only in partial success, if they do not
end in the frittering awway of what little energy
there is left in the country. -This is what has
struck me, and you may tike my reflections for

what they are worth.



