




Orrice or roe Surgron-GEnERaL 

WITH THE GoveERNMENT Of MApRAS, 

Coimbatore, 15th July 1915. 

No. 93/505. 

_- From 

Tun Hon. Surcn. Gene. W. B. BANNBRMAN, C.8.L.; K.H.P., M.D., D.SO., 1.MS., 
Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, 

To 
Tur CHIEF SHCRETARY to GOVERNMENT, 

Pusiic DaPartirenr. 

Sir, 

Ihave the honour’to submit for the information of Government the annual’ 
auras of the Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries in the Presidency for the year 1914. 3 

2. Aitendance.—The severe epidemic of cholera. which prevailed in various 
parts of the Presidency is adduced as the cause for the reduction in the numbers 
seeking relief at the institutions inthe Kistna and Kurnool districts. The frequent 
changes in the personnel of the controlling officers, which the outbreak of war 
rendered necessary in the latter half of the year, led to a reduction in the number 
of serious operations, such as amputations, abdominal sections, ete. With these 
exceptions the numbers treated showed an increase. 

3. Number of institutions.—The number of institutions affording relief rose from 
684 to 688; the details are given in Statement A. One Local Fund and 4 private 
non-aided institutions for women and children were closed during the year. The 
statistics of the Venkataramana and the Sri Kanyaka Parameswari Devasthanam 
Ayurvedic Dispensaries, aided by the Madras Corporation, haye been excluded as 
the patients are not treated according to the methods of Western medicine. The 
Kaliyani Hospital and the San Thomé Convent Dispensary, aided by the Madras 
Corporation, and the private institutions at Salur and Berhampur did not furnish. 
detailed statistics for the year. 

4. State special institutions and Railway dispensaries.—The State Special 
Institutions, comprising 44 for the Police and 13 for other departments, gaye- 
relief to 11,467 im and 68,840 out patients. The Railway dispensaries treated 85. 
in and 200,303 out patients. The details of disease are given in Statements D (a) 
and D (ii); malaria, rheumatism, dysentery, respiratory diseases and disorders of 
digestion were the commonest ailments. ‘The totals treated in the above institu-- 
tions were 21,660 and 21,912 respectively in excess of those for the preceding 
year. 

5. Private non-aided institwtions.—Two of the Private Non-aided Institutions 
were transferred to the aided list, and five others were closed. The remainder- 
furnished statistics (Statement EH) for 166,810 male and 1€6,641 female patients, 
a fall of over 4,000 males and 6,000 females among out-patients as compared with 
the last returns. The reduction occurred among out-patients only, for the record 
of cases requiring admission into hospital, notably labours, was good. 

_ 6. State Public, Local Fund and Private-aided institutions, Olasses I, IIT and’ 
IV.—The public institutions have done good work during the year. The number- 
of beds was increased by 62 for males and 65 for females. Of this number, only 
75 per cent. of the beds for men and 63 per cent. of those for women were 
occupied throughout the year. So long as the hospitals are without a proper 

female nursing staff, beds fer female patients will remain empty and those for men 
will not be so popular as they should be. I pointed this out in my last report. 
In the general hospitals were treated 78,695 in-patients; and 12,870 were
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Except in the graver operations, as already noted, the out-turn of surgical work 
showed an increase of 2 per cent. on the total of the previous year. Ninety-six 
per cent. were cured and three per cent. were relieved; the ratio of mortality was 
0-24 per cent.; 0°27 represents the number discharged otherwise; 1,290 patients 
remained under treatment at the end of the year. Ze 

«14, Ttinerating dispensaries—By means of “Ttinerating dispensaries 
tioned during the year for the first time relief was afforded to 13,124 
in Godayari, 786 in Kurnool, 1,016 in Vizagapatam and 1,932 in Chittoor districts. 
Most of these suffered from malaria and its consequences. This is natural, 
these dispensaries were established for the purpose of treating malaria inj\the hill 
tracts of the presidency. : 

_ 15. Finance.—Rs. 10,738,664 were spent on medical relief in the City of 
Of this amount the Government contributed Rs. 8,43,043, the Corporation Baye 
Rs. 1,380,756 and the public subscribed Rs. 31,134, the balance accruing from: 
Local Fund contributions and miscellaneous receipts. ‘Twenty-nine per cent. of 
the expenditure was incurred for salaries; medicine and diet cost respectively 12 
and 18 per cent. ; 21 per cent. was spent on miscellaneous charges and 20 on 
buildings and repairs. Hxcluding the items of buildings and diets the cost 
per patient treated came to Rs. 1—14-0, and the average daily cost per diet for 
in-patients was As. 6-8. 

16. The outlay on medical relief in the mufassal was Rs. 20,91,592, Of this 
sum Government contributed 15:6 per cent. ; Municipalities 24°3 per cent. ; Local 
Boards 54'6 per cent.; subscribers, European 1°7 per cent. and Indian 0-9 
per cent. Receipts as interest on investments and miscellaneous items amounted 
to 0°82 per cent. and 2°68 per cent. respectively. The expenditure comprised 
the following items:—Salaries, Rs. 9,14,462; medicines, Rs. 4,09,024 5 diet, 
Rs. 1,66,460: miscellaneous charges, Rs. 1,68,345; buildings and repairs, 
Rs. 3,75,814 ; investments, Rs. 3,487. Excluding the cost of the last two items 
and that of diets the cost per patient treated was As. 3-10, and the average daily 
cost per diet was As. 2-7. 

17. House Surgeons and Physicians.—In G.O. No, 104, Public, of 22nd January 
1914, Government approved of the proposal to appoint a certain number of young 
graduates as House Surgeons and Physicians to the principal hospitals in Madras 
and the mufassal. The idea underlying the proposal was firstly the improvement 
of the education of the graduates that would result from the practical experience 
gained by working under the experienced officers in charge of the main hospitals ; 
and secondly the knowledge of the character of the men that would be acquired 
which would enable a selection to be made of those deemed suitable for Govern- 
ment service. ‘Tosome extent these results have been attained though some of 
the graduates have shown disappointingly little desire to improve their professional 
knowledge by the study of the abundant clinical material at their disposal. They, 
in many cases, appeared to regard the appointments of House Surgeon and 
Physician asa ‘means to an end,’ and that end the entering of Government 
service. Some little friction arose in a few cases, as to the relation of the newly 
fledged graduate to the experienced Government Medical Officer of many years” 
service, though of lower professional qualification. These initial difficulties will, 
it is hoped, be overcome in course of time, and these appointments will come to be 
regarded as things to be sought after, and not as unattractive posts to be held 
merely as stepping stones to Government service. At the end of 1914 there were 
16 of these officers, in the Madras city hospitals, and 9 in mufassal hospitals. 

18. Diets.—The expenditure on diets is steadily increasing owing to the rise 
in the price of food stuffs. The other columns of the financial statement call for 
no remarks. 

19. Independent charge of dispensaries.—Forty-four third grade and twenty- 
three fourth grade Sub-Assistant Surgeons were in independent charge of dispen- 

saries at the close of the year. The number could not be reduced owing to the 
strain on the department on account of the war. 
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