


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



6 CHAURASI GUMBAZ AT KATPI. 

KALPI. 

Chaurasi Gumbaz (Eighty-four domes). 

Kalpi is a place of considerable historical interest and has had a chequered 

history.! The ancient city stands on a steep cliff overlooking the river Jumma. 

On the western side of the town is a collection of five maqbaras or Mausoleums 

and some smaller tombs, chief among which is the great enclosure called Chaurasz 

Gumbaz. It contains several tombs, the two most important being beneath the 

large dome in the centre. The mausoleum is reputed to be that of “ Lodi Shah 

‘Badshah ’ 2 and some even assign it to Sikandar Lodi, but this must certainly 

be incorrect, as Sikandar’s body was interred at Delhi. The origin of its name 

4s also doubtful. The building itself never contaimed eighty-four domes. Counting 

+he domes at the corners, those in the middle of each fagade and that in the centre, 

the total number is only nine ; and if the intervening spaces between the domes 

(vide plan, plate XVI) are also added, only 32 more would be obtained. Mr. Smith, 

however, has drawn attention to the fact that all round the building cloisters 

‘once existed, portions of which including the four domed gateways are still mtact, 

and that these cloisters were divided mto 80 compartments with groimed roofs, 

To these he adds the four commer domes of the main building and obtains the 

number 84. There seems to me to be yet another solution. As one faces the 

cloisters either from imside or outside from each of the four cardinal points, 

one van count 21 bays, making a total of 84. Or again there are 84 openings 

in the ground floor of the tomb itself. 

he building stands on a slightly raised plinth, is square im plan (plate 

XVI) and situated in the centre of a large quadrangle formerly surrounded by 

dalans or cloisters. It is in a somewhat dilapidated condition owing to defect- 

ive construction and materials. The walls are built of red sand-stone rubble 

closely packed with blocks of kankar set in lime mortar. On the exterior 

they are faced with stucco with the exception of the chhajjas or dripstones 

and corbels, which are of stone, and are beautifully ornamented with decorative 

panelling as are also the corner bastions, but much of the beauty of detail 

is marred owing to the decay of the material. Ateach corner is a typical taper- 

ing bastion of the Lodi period with a domed chhatri. In the centre of each 

side are square chhatris with sloping roofs. 

The cloisters which are grom-yaulted, are rather low and squat, but fie 

may be due partly to the present ground having silted up. The monument 

taken as a mass is imposing and must have appeared most impressive when 

the large dome covering the central apartment was intact. Portions of the 

ornamentation in pad around the building are of considerable beauty as will ; 

be clear from the specimens reproduced in plates XVIII, XIX and XX. In design 

one facade is like another, except that the detail is slightly varied in places. 

The western front is illustrated in plate XVII and a larger detail of the north- 

+ Vide Archeological Survey of India Reports, Vol. X XI, pp. 131-2, Cunningham. 

3 Probably Mie ead tal Lodi, who was sent by Firoz Shah Tughlaq to quell a rebellivn in Bundelkhand and 
defeated Raia Lahariva in 791 AH. (1389 A. D.), vide Tarikh-i-Kalpi, pp. 18-21.
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 
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    South entrance. 

Ground plan. 
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 

  

  

West exterior elevation. 

  

  

  

South elevation. 
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 
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Detail of north angle, east exterior elevation. 
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Elevation of west interior fagade. 
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 

  

Section through south side of the Masjid. 

  

Section through grand dome and east gate. 
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 

Detail of entablature over arches on north side of grand dome facing courtyard. 

Detail of Mihrab under grand dome.    
  

        
  

Detail of shaft and outer archway. Detail of inner archway. 
Elevation. 
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PLATE X. 

BADAUN—JAMI MASJID 

  

  

  

(a) EAST FACADE OF PRAYER CHAMBER. > 

  

  

(8) Vinw From SovurH-WEsT.
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BADAUN—JAMI MASJID. 

  

  

  

(b) Wan AT BACK OF MIHRAR. 

  

  

  

  

(ஸி INTERIOR VIEW LOOKING Sourn. 
(c) View oF SouTH- WEST CORNER FROM COURT-YARD. 

Photo-engrayed & printed nt the OMices of the Survey of India, Caleutta, 1926.



  

LALITPUR—BASA. 

    

Plan. 
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றதா அபர. 

LALITPUR—BASA, 

  

  

East elevation. 
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Section looking west. 
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LALITPUR—BASA. 

Plans and clevations of columns 
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ல்‌ PLATE ஆ. 
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(6) From THE SouTH-Bast.



PLaTE XVI. 

KALPI—CHAURASI GUMBAZ. 
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KALPI—CHAURASI GUMBAZ. 

  

  

மட 
PLAN OF BRACKETING 

PLAN THROUGH PANELS 

  

  

    
  
  

  

    

  

    

SECTION 

TMA     Foe Details of north-west bastion. 
Details of a panel on one of the piers. 
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PuaTe XIX. 

KALPY_CHAURASI GUMBAZ. 
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Elevation. 

Section. 
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KALPI—CHAURASI GUMBAZ. 

Details of string courses below the principal dome. 

Details of string courses ornamenting North-West bastion. oy BS ॥ ‘ 5 1191) 
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PLATE XXI. 

KALPI—CHAURASI GUMBAZ. 

  
(a) INTERIOR. 

      

    

  

(6) GENERAL view, FROM SouTH-EAst.
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TRICH—JAMI MASJID. 

  

  

  

Court yard 
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Reg. No, 3148 E., 23. 
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Cloister. 

‘West interior elevation. 

Section through principal dome, and elevation of north cloisters. 
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PLATE XXY. ௩ 

TRICH—JAMI MASJID, 

  

(a) THE MIHRAB. (b) INTERIOR VIEW. 

  

  
(c) BAST FACADE.


