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manifestation. Evolution is the process of endless self-manifestation 
of the inherent Spirit, asya mahimanam, an Unveiling of a manifold 

Light and Power which is hidden and coiled up in Matter. The yogic 

experience of the awakening of the Kundalini—the rising of the flaming 

Energy from the muladhara up the ladder of the spinal chord till at the 

summit it becomes one with the Consciousness and Force of the 

Supreme, offers a parallel to the evolutionary process. As Nature 

rises in the scale, the soul emerges as the liberating light—liberating it 

from its manifold ignorance and unites it with the Spirit. It is thus 

that the soul comes to realise that its births were the many forms 

which the eternal Spirit assumes to help it know itself as the Spirit. 

This liberation into the consciousness and nature of the Spirit is the 

goal of evolution. 

The Spirit itself is an infinite, eternal, conscious being which 

expresses itself in a universe that bears testimony to the delight of its 

own infinite self-variation. Therefore all things here are forms, 

expressions of the Spirit: Mind is the overt working of the supreme 

consciousness, Life is the power of being of Spirit, Matter itself a form 

of Saccida@nanda.. According to the materialistic'theory of evolution. 

the world is a development out of indeterminate Matter helped by an 

unaccountable Nature-Force. Creation has no purpose, no raison 

d’etre, has no cause; it is only an automatic deployment, inexplicable 

and without any aim. Life and Mind are merely epi-phenomenal in 

nature,—only operations of Matter. The world is regarded by the 

Vedic seers as a triple creation—material, vital and mental, but ruled 

' by asingle Law, Rta, formulating itself differently according to the 

plane in which it works. There is a superconscient too known to 

them which accounts for the secret intelligence operative in evolution, 

and which constitutes the supreme Law behind it. The Gita refers 

to this as the one who “sits in the hearts of all creatures and turns 

all creatues mounted on a machine by his maya.” 

Evolution is a dynamic law, an intensely surprising and supple, 

secret process of the earth-nature. To begin with there is the 

evolution of organised forms by the working of material forces. This 

is followed by a hierarchy of living forms by the working of. the 

released life-forces. Nature then takes the next step of the evolution 

of mind in living bodies and consequently more and more conscious 

lives are organised by the functioning of developing mindforces. 

«But this is not the end; for there are higher powers of consciousness 

beyond mind which await their turn and must have their act in the 

great play, their part of the creative Lila" 

Matter, which is the medium of the evolutionary process, is not 

an absolute inconscience. Itis an obscured consciousness limited by
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