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240 “CONVOCATION ADDRESSES 

Educational experiments ; and one of the foremost expo- 

nents of the recent outlook upon higher education was: 

President Robert Hutchins of the Chicago University 
wha pleaded for what he styled as integrated pro- 

gramme encompassing the world’s cultural heritage as 
embodied in its great ideas and books. It was in 1945 

that the Harvard University published a famous report 
entitled “General Education in a Free Society”. Under 
this scheme, specialisation is provided in many elective 
courses ; but every student is required to undertake a 

basie course of liberal humanistic or classical studies. 
Several Americal Colleges and Universities inau- 

gurated different types of programmes. Stephen’s Col- 
lege built its curriculum around the actual problems 
which its women students were likely to meet in adult 
life—such as maintaining physical and mental health, 
enjoying social and civic relations, consuming wisely 
and economically and sustaining a philosophic or reli- 
gious view point. St. John’s College offered a modern 
equivalent of the classical trivium and quadrivium as 
embodied in the literary, philosophic, and scientific mas- 
ter-works of Western tradition. Reed College tried 
to focus students’ energies on academic matters by de- 
emphasizing the non-academic activities which charac- 
terise many campuses. The University of Cincinnati, 

Antioch College and Berea College demonstrated the 
effectiveness of alternating periods of academic study 
and practical work-experience. Such programmes ex- 
pressed the traditional American belief in joining the 

practical and the theoretical. 
It is evident that the challenge of modern Univer- 

sities is how to improve continually the quality of ins- 
truction in the face of a rapidly increasing demand for 
higher education. It will be seen that, as much in Ame- 

_ vica and Europe as in India, the crucial problem is not 
the curriculum so much as the teacher who is in short 
supply. Side by side with the above realisation, modern 
life, especially after the first World War, has accelerated 
corporate research facilities in Universities whereas



 



242 CONVOCATION ADDRESSES 

as honourable a place as the white man to play in West- 
ern civilisation. For this very reason nothing is more 
dangerous to a country than uncriticised ideas: the 
dogma which must not be disputed, the party line which 
must be followed. Innovation must always be accom- 
panied by dissent; but there is a diplomacy of dissent, 
and it is in the university that our young people may 
learn it.” 

“There is no substitute” he insists, “for the 
clash of mind between colleague and colleague, bet- 
ween teacher and student, between student and 

student. ...It is here that the half-formed idea 
may take shape, the groundless belief may be shat- 
tered, the developing theory may be tested. : 
It is here that controversy develops, and out of 
controversy, deeper understanding.” 

In the India of today, there are some apparently 
divergent demands. They arise from the following 
causes. Many communities and classes which formerly 
did not or could not aspire to higher education are 
insisting on facilities for such education to be extended 
to them. The rush for admission to Universities and to 
higher centres of all types of education is incessant and 
ever-increasing. It would be neither possible nor pru- 
dent to shut the door on any person who is adequately 
equipped to enter upon a University course. Realising 
this aspect, the Universities, notably those of England 
and Scotland, have opened the doors, even of the so- 
called aristocratic universities like Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, to classes and groups who did not, heretofore, 
‘obtain entry therein. A much larger proportion of 
national expenditure is now devoted to granting scho- 
larships, studentships and other forms of aid to the 
‘poorer students. The result has been that there is no 
boy or girl in England or Scotland who is fit to under- 
take University education and who is debarred, on eco- 
nomic grounds, from embarking on higher studies. In 
addition to largely extended contributions from the
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national budget, private philanthropy and handsome 

contributions from industrial and manufacturing groups 

have added their quota. The same thing is more or less 

true of modern States all over the world, which have 
found that it is neither practicable nor wise to restrict 

admission to Universities. 

In dealing with the manner in which several coun- 
tries have responded to rapidly evolving educational 
challenges and multiplying demands in respect of 
higher education, I desire to reiterate what I stressed 

in my recent Delhi Convocation address. “England 
furnishes a remarkable example in respect of the finan- 
cing of the national system of education. Full-time 
schooling has been made free for all children in popu- 

Jarly maintained primary and secondary schools. In 
April 1945, fees in all types of secondary schools, includ- 

ing voluntary schools, were abolished, and the school- 

leaving age was raised to 15 in April 1947; and it is 

proposed shortly to be raised to 16. In respect of higher 

education, whereas in India only 35 crores of rupees 

have been provided for the University Grants Commis- 

sion out of the total of 4,800 crores envisaged for the 

Second Five Year Plan, the total number of awards of 

scholarships current in 1955 in the English Universities 

was about 7,000 and scholarship awards by Local Edu- 

cation Authorities amounted to a total of 35,000. With- 

out a doubt, it may be averred that in the United King- 

dom about 80% of the students studying in the Univer- 

sities receive adequate financial help from the State, 

from Local Authorities and from organised philanthro- 

pic agencies. Not very dissimilar is the case in Canada, 

Australia and New Zealand. It is claimed that higher 

education is almost fully subsidised in the Soviet 

Republic ; and even the Chinese system of higher educa- 

tion imposes very little financial burden on the student 

who is, however, carefully selected with advertence to 

his suitability for University education, and, of course, 

to his receptiveness to Marxian ideology.” aS 
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256 4 CONVOCATION ADDRESSES 

may say so without trespassing on forbidden ground, 

Universities should be placed above all financial or 

political temptations either to lower standards or to 

scatter degrees without insistence upon adequate prior 

training and day-to-day evaluation of academic deve- 

lopment. Popular demands, insisting on more passes or 

lamentations over the so-called wastage of the student 

population and the consequent creation of easy courses 

of professional study and similar short-cuts, may result 

in a precarious popularity ; but the University ideal is 

bound to suffer to the lasting disadvantage of the coun- 

try. To say this, of course, is not to minimise the impor- 

tance of widening the field for every type of education, 
elementary, secondary and collegiate, of inaugurating 
vocational, literary and technological studies over a wide 

field leading to variegated avenues of employment. A 
University is not to be regarded as the sole or inescap- 
able outlet for all human energies. It is only a special 
type of institution satisfying particular needs and 
demanding a special discipline. In the language of Sir 
Eric Ashby, nothing is more dangerous to a country 

than uncriticised ideas: the dogma which must not be 
disputed, the party line which must be followed. Inno- 
vation must always be accompanied by dissent, but 
there is a diplomacy of dissent, and it is in the University 
that our young people may learn it. 

“There is no substitute” (et me quote from 
The Open Universities) “for the clash of mind bet- 
ween colleague and colleague, between teacher and 
student, between student and student. ...It is 

here that the half-formed idea may take shape, the 
groundless belief be shattered, the developing theory 

be tested. . . . It is here that controversy develops, 

and out of controversy, deeper understanding.” 

A University is the principal instrument of society for 
achieving these ends.



 



 



 



260 7 CONVOCATION ADDRESSES 

within the ambit of its studies. Side by side with these, 
the University has embarked on a wide series of exten- 
sion activities. In other words, this University has 

sought to be truly comprehensive and has extended its 
hospitality to a very large number of foreign savants 
and scholars, and reciprocally, has sent out a large 
number of its scholars for studies and research outside 
India. 

In a lucid and closely reasoned address, Dr. Subodh 
Mitra, speaking as Vice-Chancellor in 1961, dealt with 
certain charges levelled against Indian Universities, and 
especially against the administration and teaching in the 
Calcutta University. He argued that during the first 50 
years of its existence, this University was merely an 

affiliating body which concentrated on examinations to 
test the progress of students in affiliated institutions, 
without instituting Professorships or Lectureships or 
conducting any research or original investigation, the 
teaching work being entirely undertaken by the affiliat- 
ed colleges most of which possessed inadequate facilities 
therefor. It was in 1904, during what is called the 
Asutosh period, that the University was stimulated by 

Sir Asutosh Mookerjee to provide not only for the dis- 
tribution and testing of knowledge but its acquisition 
and conservation. From 1907, new Chairs were succes- 
sively established, and princely gifts were received from 
benefactors like Sir T. N. Palit. The College of Science 
and Technology was established, and in 1917, post-gra- 
duate teaching and research were centralised in Cal- 
cutta. Sir Asutosh soon gathered around the University 
a band of eminent teachers to carry on post-graduate 
research. Your post-graduate departments are justly 
claimed today to stand on a secure foundation, one of 
the most recent developments being the starting of a 
department of Nuclear Physics. Departments of Jute 
Technology, of Journalism, of Social Welfare and Busi- 
ness Management, are some of the more recent deve- 
lopments; and researches in Medicine, Surgery and 
Hygiene have received a new stimulus. Dr. Mitra’s
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address also added: “There has been an abnormal 
increase in the number of students appearing for exami- 
nations, so much so that out of the 263 working days 
in the year, examinations were conducted on 245 days, 

and the introduction of rules relating to external 
students has brought new pressure to bear on the 
University.” In the language of the Vice-Chancellor, 

the University has neither the requisite staff nor pro- 
per accommodation nor adequate equipment for tea- 

chers and research workers. Deficit budgets have 

always been restraining the development and growth of 
this as well as most other Universities. Presenting 
16,000 graduates for the award of degrees, he added that 
there are 1,25,000 students in the 123 colleges of West 

Bengal under the Calcutta University, compared with 
1,10,000 students in the British Isles taken care of by 

21 Universities which receive 34 million pounds (or a 
little over 44 crores of rupees) by recurring grants, and 

10 million pounds (or over 15 crores) by non-recurring 

grants. If the ideal of the University Grants Commis- 
sion is to be achieved, and the student strength of each 
college is fixed at a maximum of 1,500 or 2,000, obviously 

there must be a tremendous increase in the number 
of colleges and teachers. But the main problem 
is not so much the question of numbers as the quality 
of the teaching. A high student-teacher ratio is incon- 

sistent with good or lasting results, and unless tutorials 
and the seminar system of instruction by discussion 

replace the didactic lecture system, students can never 
truly comprehend any subject and, at best, can only 

indulge in feats of memory and obtain ill-assimilated 
and fragmented information. 

More than any other sister institution in India, the 

Calcutta University will have to confront the problem of 

the examination system on the basis of the essay type, 

as applied to a huge number of candidates from widely 

differing institutions. As the Radhakrishnan Commis- 

sion has emphasised, this system of examinations is 

inadequate ; its sampling is very arbitrary and limited,
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According to the latest available figures, University 
enrolment throughout India during 1962-63 was 12,72,666 
which included just over 2,00,000 women students. It is 
noteworthy that out of them only 1,96,458, namely, just 

over 18%, were residents in hostels. Out of the total 
number of persons residing in hostels, 28,622 were 
women. These numbers showed a 10% increase over 
the previous year’s figures, and it is anticipated that the 
enrolment figure will reach 1.7 million by the end of the 
Third Plan Period. Calcutta has 1,17,248 University stu- 

dents and has the largest number among the States of 
India (4,141 per million). It may be noted, in this con- 

nection, that in the matter of post-graduate and research 
enrolment the total was 76,594. 

Reference may in this connection be made to a 
Committee on which I served, and which was appointed 
by the Government of India to deal with the question of 
‘Government service and University degrees. Our Com- 
mittee emphasised that while University degrees were 
useful and even necessary in certain grades and cate- 

gories of public, commercial and governmental service, 

they were needless in the vast majority of cases relating 

to the ministerial or clerical cadres and that a graduate 

pitch-forked into them is, in reality, a discontented and 

often inefficient unit. It would, therefore, be, in the 

interests of parents and students alike, to restrict 

entrance to such cadres to non-graduates subjecting 

them to such appropriate tests as composition, hand- 

writing, typing and shorthand and so forth. Dr. Sid- 

dhanta has rightly urged that the State has failed 

to give a clear lead in the matter. It still insists on a 

University degree for most of its posts, and the commer- 

cial and industrial houses follow suit. The result is the 

desire for University education on the part of many who 

have no aptitude for it and who should be diverted to 

other avenues. 
Many publicists and educationists are apt to com- 

plain against what is termed * student-indiscipline ”, 

often manifesting itself in strikes and demonstrations, and



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


