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FOREWORD 
Prof. Dr. N. SANJEEVI 

Head, Dept. of Tamil Literature, University of Madras, 

Marina Campus, Madras-600 005. 

‘World Integration’, ‘World Peace’—these are the dominant 
echoes in most of the human minds of the present century. 
One amongst the many roads that leads to the above attainment 
is the comparative study of World Literatures and Cultures. 

The study of Comparative Literatures has broadened the 

human mind to consider a literature as ‘a literature in a lang- 

uage’, instead of ‘a literature of a language’. By broadening 

the human mind, the study of the Comparative Literature leads 
to the idea of Integration of World Literatures and through 

that, to the integration of the mankind. 

* * 

The comparative study of Valluvar and Vemama is a new 

blossom in the garden of the Comparative Literature. In fact, it 

serves as the bridge to the spirit of Tamil-Telugu unity. 

It is true, that this comparative study on Valluvar and 

Vemana would result in more enthusiastic involvement of the 
Tamil scholars with Vemana, than a book written in Tamil 
only on Vemana. The author of this book has given more clear 

and useful details about Vemana to the Tamil world. There 
is no doubt, that those whe read this book would be inspired 

to read more about Vemana. 

* 

There are many methods for comparing World Literatures. 

This work mainly concentrates to reveal the similarities in  
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