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AN APPRECIATION

Prof Dr. G. N. REDDY,
Department of Telugu Studies,
S. V. University, Tirupati-517 502.

‘Unity in diversity’ is the adage usually mentioned in
projecting the ‘Indianness’ in the culture, religion, thought etc.
of India. In spite of different regional languages and regional
literatures, it is not difficult to discern features of ‘similarity
in dissimilarity” in the literatures of India. This aspect is more
evident particularly in the classical literatures of India. Another
interesting feature of Indian literatures is the existence of Saint
Poets at one period or other in all the literatures of India.
Whatever was expressed or written by the Saint poets of India,
we find perceptable similarity in their thought and imagination,
though their languages are different. Among the Saint poets of
South India, Tiruvalluvar in Tamil and Vemana in Telugu
provide an interesting theme for a ‘compare and contragt study”
as Tiruvalluvar appears in a way an antithesis of Vemana if not
a complement. In the present work, Dr. N. Dharma Reddy who
is well at home in Tamil and Telugu literatures and a good
researcher in Comparative South Indian Literatures has
successfully brought out very interesting findings in an indepth
study of Tiruvalluvar and Vemana. | congratulate Dr. Reddy
for undertaking a study of this kind and publishing his work,
as this work may inspire other young scholars to pursue similar
Comparative studies in Indian literatures.

Social consciousness, social progress, concern of common
man, progressive writing, eommitted writer are some of the
expressions commonly used in the literary discussions and
reviews in modern times. If these concepts are to be applied
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in evaluating the contribution of Tiruvalluvar and Vemana, we
find them very unique and exemplary among the clsssical poets
besides their excellence in poetic art. \Whatever they said and
wrote bear the stamp of human welfare of universal appeal. As
long as the human beings continue to live or behave as human
beings, the thought and values embedded in the works of
Tiruvalluvar and Vemana would continue to shine and guide
the humanity as bright stars in the firmament of Indian
literatures. Written in a lucid style, Dr. N. Dharma Reddy
presents the éthical, moral and the universal aspects of the two
great Saint poets of South India who lived in different periods
and in different regions and wrote in different languages.

National integration is the slogan of today and national
integration can never be achieved by constituting committees
and councils or by organising seminars and symposia.
Integration in our thought and outlook and in our understanding
of life and society should alone provide the bedrock for the
national integration. Study and propagation of the works of
Indian Saint poets like Tiruvalluvar, Vemana, Sarvajna,
Tukaram, Guru Nanak, Mirabai, Kabir and many others in our
country would certainly create an integrated sense of Indianness
among the peoples of India and towards this abjective also the
present work of Dr. N. Dharma Reddy is a welcome
contribution.

G. N. REDDY



FOREWORD

Prof. Dr. N. SANJEEVI

Head, Dept. of Tamil Literature, University of Madras,
Marina Campus, Madras-600 005.

‘World Integration’, ‘World Peace’—these are the dominan t
echoes in most of the human minds of the present century.
One amongst the many roads that leads to the above attainment
is the comparative study of World Literatures and Cultures.

The study of Comparative Literatures has broadened the
human mind to consider a literature as ‘a literature in a lang-
uage’, instead of ‘a literature of a language’. By broadening
the human mind, the study of the Comparative Literature leads
to the idea of Integration of World Literatures and through
that, to the imeg;ation of the mankind.

* * *

The comparative study of Valluvar and Vemana is a new
blossom in the garden of the Comparative Literature. In fact, it
serves as the bridge to the spirit of Tamil-Telugu unity.

It is true, that this comparative study on Valluvar and
Vemana would result in more enthusiastic involvement of the
Tamil scholars with Vemana, than a book written in Tamil
only on Vemana. The author of this book has given more clear
and useful details about Vemana to the Tamil worid. There
is no doubt, that those whe read this book would be inspired
to read more about Vemana.

* * *

There are many methods for comparing World Literatures.
This work mainly concentrates to reveal the similarities in



4

Valluvar’s and Vemana’s thoughts and their ways of
expressions.

Though the author mainly concentrates to reveal the
similarities, he has not failed to point out the main differences
also.

If this research could have aimed at bringing out the
similarities, differences with their causes, it would have been
more useful to the research world, though it is a time
consuming endeavour.

The ideas stated in this book about Valluvar are well
known to the Tamil scholars. But what the novel point here
is that the author has compared them with that of Vemana.
Valluvar’s contribution is a well planned one; whereas the
collections of Vemana's are extempoted songs expressing his
personal experiences. Hence, the researcher was forced to
compare the ideas of Valluvar and Vemana following the
classifications of the Kural.

When we observe the similarities broughtout by the
author, we are convinced of the fact that ‘“Great men think
alike**. Even though there are similarities between the ideas
and the methods of expressions followed by Valluvar and
Vemana, we come across certain fundamental differences as
well between them, through this work.

Some of them are as follows :

1. Since Valluvar was a learned and matured genius, we
find in him a way of tenderness in expressions even at the
time of criticising faulty persons. But in Vemana the words
are harsh and his expressions appear to be rude, due to his
feelings against the hypocritic society.

2. Valluvar and Vemana are crisp and simple in their
expressions. But Valluvar's expressions are more crisp than
those of Vemana's. On the contrary, Vemana appears superior
to Valluvar in using the similies, since they are all used by
the common folks in their day-to-day lives. Vemana also uses
the common dialect of the folks which makes the reader to
understand easily.
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3. Both Valluvar and Vemana were for the ‘Oneness of
the World"; but we observe, that Valluvar was more free
from the bindings of the religious than Vemana was.

4. Though Valluvar and Vemana consider the ultimate
goal of life in the attainment of ‘moksha’, Valluvar has given
primary importance to the emphirical life; whereas Vemana
has given primary importance to a life of renunciation.

5. Valluvar and Vemana are equally great social reformers
of their period. Valluvar’s method of social reformation is
a mild one, but that of Vemana seems to be harsh.

Vemana attacks violently not only the Brahmins and others
who consider themselves as superior in the society, but also
the Vedhas, Puranas and Dharma sastras since they are the
root’cause for the caste systemand communal differences in the
human society. The researcher has established these differences
by clear evidences.

In toto, with the exemption of a few mistakes owing to
the acceptance of some false statements made by some Tamil
scholars, this work‘remains a commendable and more useful
one: In fact,. this work reveals the author’s hard and honest
work in the field of cemparative study. | commend the book
for every one interested in reforming the society.

* * *

| want to conclude by stating the following :

Though Tirukkural has been given the due place in the
history of Tamil Literature, it has been virtually neglected at
the national level due to reasons that need not be discussed
here. The verses of Vemana has also not obtained its due
merits even in the history of Telugu Literature for centuries,
due to communal hatred and caste mindedness.

In such a situation it is most welcome that Dr. Dharma
Reddy has broughtout this good work on Valluvar and Vemana
which | heartily recommend to all those interested in
comparative literature and particularly, Indian National
Integration.

N. Sanjeevi
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