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FOREWORD

Although' Prof. Sourirajan titles his work as ‘“National
‘Consciousness'in Tamil Literature’”, the areas «covered are of
diverse! nature; « national .consciousness and patriotism . ag
reflected * in Tamil Literature » from the earliest times,. the
Philosophy of Bhakti in Tamil Literature and the contributions
of poéts, saints and siddhas to the respective areas of their
interest. The author also deals with the patriotic  literature in
Telugu in addition to Tamil under the impact of° Gandhiji. The
{work is therefore multi-faceted in' character. Tle author gives a
cryptic but ‘a ‘clear description of the itmes lie has chosen for

discussion.

Prof. Sourirajan mékps a bold attempt to give us a clear
picture of ‘Nation’. He has very ably brought out that Tamil
literature from very early period is replete with ideas of ‘Nation’
and ‘National’ consciousness’, substantiating his cldim from
source books. ' For instance he observes that ‘“Devaram
Saints of 7th Century AD praised Mount Kailas in" the Hima-
layan range. ' Vaisnava saints - Alvars (7th to 9th AD) sang
on 108 ksetras of Lord Vishnu viz., Ayodhya, Mathura
(Gokulam) Devappraya near Haridwar, and the like. It is
his contention that the different ‘‘linguistic components of India
are like the different limbs of the one great Bharat’'.

The work provides a graphic picture of the antiquity of
Tamil culture, the evolution of the life of Tamils, starting
from the hills, moving on to the forests, plains and the coastal
arecas. The author shows, thatin, contrast to Aryans, the
ancient Tamils were this worldly and not other worldly.  “Life
here was so bounteous and full that they did not even entertain
thoughts of heaven or a life hereafter”. Their life was one of
merriments, consisting of meeting and eating, and drinking
and dancing’’. Life of this kind seems to resemble the life



preached and practised by the Carvakas. But the author is
alive to' the distinction between the two for the life of th®
ancient Tamils ‘‘was governed by discipline, duty, charity and
concern for the well-being of the entire community’’ (p. 16).

Tamil culture is one of the oldest in the world, presenting
an impressive array of features. It has been the land of poets:
mystics, saints and siddhas. It off red a sustained base for the
philosophy of Bhakti which reached its acme in the movements
of Alwars and Nayanars. It docs not however lag behind in
inculcating the spirit of national consciousness and awakening
people to the spirit of freedom from the fetters of the foreign
yoke. Patriots like Subramanya Bharathi need to be mentioned
specially in this regard.

The work is an exemplary account of the pattern of
life of the Tamils in all their dimensions’ the ideals they
aspired for and the means to realise them, right from the dawn
of their culture to the contemporary times. I congratulate
Prof. Sourirajan for his clarity of thought and felicity of
expression.

C. RAMAIAH
Professor of Philosophy and
Dean of Academic Affairs
Sri Venkateswara University
TIRUPATI - 517 502.
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describes that the Himalayan diamond peaks flashes with
lightening, the Himalayas with tall peaks filled with immeasu-
rable gold ore®. Muda Mosiyar describes as follows :* The
Himalayas which touches the sky which stands in the Notth is a
place, where the yac used to stay with its family under the cool
shadow of a fragrant tree called ‘Tagaram® after haying grazed
the Naranda grass and drunk fresh water from a nearby
hill tank!'®. Poet Paranar requested Chera King to present
gigantic elephants with a frantlet which locked like the golden-
peaked Himalayas'.

Thus it is well known that the poets of Purananooru fame
have had the national consciousness geographically ard
culturally. i

There are two important éxamples in Tamil swhich should
be mentioned here in connection with this subject. Ore is
Cilappatikaram, dated 2nd century A.D., which in structure and
theme is an'original work and can be noted as an epic. The
other is Ramayana written by Mahakayi Kambar. In Cilappati-
karam the national consciousness is on two levels. First Illango,
the author of Cilappatikatam, builds a Tamil Nation by getting
waited the three countries called Cera, Chola and Pandya. A
nation with one language was his policy. at the initial level. But
at a broader consideration he considered Ceran Cenkuttuyan,
his own elder brother, to bring a sacred stone from the Hima=
layan ranges to carve out the’image of Kannaki and consecreate
it in a temple on the top of a hill in Ceranatu. At theauspicious
time of the installation of the idol ‘of Kannaki, Devandi,
Kannagi’s-Chief ' maid, 'praised Kannaki as the daughter of
dmavan (Himalayas)'2.

Rama according to Kambar is hailed as a uniting force
from North to- South upto Srilanka.  On the banks of Ganga,
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