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INTRODUCTION.

The Governmeni of Madras took up fer comsidera-
tion the question of publication of the various manuseripts
‘in different languages on subjects like Philosophy, Medicine,
Scienee, etc., early in May, 1948. Important Manuscripts
Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send
a list of unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of
being considered by the (overnment for publication. The
Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with
this request. This list as well as a similar list of unpublish-
ed manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, were carefully examined and a tentative
selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was made.
The Government in their Memorandum No. 34918/48-10.
Education, dated 4-4-1949, constituted an Expert Com.
mittee with the Curator of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the

final selection of manuseripts suitable for printing and for
estimating the cost of publication,

The fellowing are the members of the Committee:—

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L,
R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.a., B.L.

C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A , B.L.
« R, Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki).

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.a., Ph. D.

Ll

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M. A.
7. . V. Prabhakars Sastri.
8. , N. Venkata Rao.

9. , H. Sesha Ayyangar. _
10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyangar.
11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.4., L.T.
12. Dr. C. Achyuts Menon, 8. 4., Ph. p.
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13. Sri C. Kunban Raja, M.a., D, Phil.

14. ., A. Sankaran, am.a, Phop, LT,

15. ,, P. Rama Sastri.

16. ., S. K. Ramanatha Sastri.

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq. m.a,, v.2hil,, (Oxon.)
18. Afzul-ul-Glama Hakim Khuader Ahamed.
19. Sri P. D Joshi.

20. ., S, Gopalan, B.a., B.L.

21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan. M.A, L.T.

The members of the Committer formed into Sub-
Committees for the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Maluyala, Mabhrathi aad  [slamie
languages. They met during the month of May 1949, at
Madras and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and
make a selection. The recommendsations of the Committze
were accepted by the Government in G, O, No. Mis, 2745
Education, dated 31-8-1949, aud they decided to call
these publications the * MADRAS GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL SERIES,” and appointed the Curator,
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as
the Greneral Editor of the publications,

The following manuscripts have been taken up for
publication during the year 1948—50 :—

““A” From the Government Oriental
Manuseripts Library, Madras.
TAMIL
KAPPAL SATTIRAM.
ANUBHAVA VAIDYA MURAL
ATTANAKOLAHALAM.

UPADESA KANDAM.
COLAN PURVA PATTAYAM.
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KONGA DESA RAJAKKAL.
SIVAJNANA DI1PAM.
SADASIVA RUPAM, with commentary.

RELEGT

SANGITARATNAKARAMU.
AUSADA YOGAMULU.
VAIDYA NiGHANTU.
DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU.
YOGA DARSANAVISAYAMU.
KHADGA LAKSANA SIROMANL

SA NSKRIT

——

VISANARAYANIYAM.

BHARGAVA NADIKA.
HARTHARACATURANGAM,
BRAHMASUTRAVRITI MITAKSARE.

NYAYASIDDHANTA TATVAMRTAM.
MALAYALAM

GARBHA CIKITSA.

a. VASTUL2KSANAM
b. SILPASASTRAM,
c. SILPAVISAYAM.
MAHASARAM.
KANAKKUSARA
KRIYARKRAMAM,

KANNADA

LOKOPAKARA.
RATTAMATA.
DIKSABODHE.
ASVASASTRAM.
AUSADAGALU,

b. VAIDYAVISAYA.
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iv
SANGITARATNAKARA.
SUPASASTRA,

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES

JAMIL—-ALASHYA.
TIBBE—FARIDI.
TAHQIQ—AL—~RUHRAN.
SAFINAT—AL-—NAJAT.

“B” From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.
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10,
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TAMIL
SARABENDRAVAIDYA MURAI. (Diabetes,)

Do. (E;,N&T)
AGASTIYAR

KONKANASARAKKU VAIPPU.

TIRUCHITRAMBALAKKOVAIYAR
(with Padavurai)

KALACAKRAM

TALASAMUDRAM
BHARATANATYAM.

a. PANDIKELI VILASA NATAKAM

b. PURURAVACAKRAVARTI,
NATAKAM

¢c. MADANA SUNDARA VILASA
NATAKAM,

d. PERCY MACQUEEN’S COLLEC-
TION in the Madras University
Library, on Folklore.

RAMAIYAN AMMANAL

TAMIL PADALKAL »
including Pattinathar Venba and Vaonankal

TELUGU

KAMANDAKANITISARAMU.
TALADASAPRANAPRADIPIKA.
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10.
11,

v

a. RAGHUNATHA NAYAKA

. ABHYUDAYAMDU.
b. RAJAGOPALAVILASAMU.
RAMAYANAMU by Xatta Varadaraju.

MAHRATHI

NATYASASTRA SANGRAHA.

a. BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE.

FOLK SONGS.

DORA DARUN VENI PADDHATI,

ASVASA CATULA DUMANI.

PRATAPASIMHENDRA VIJAYA
FPRABANDHA.

b. SARABHENDRA TIRTHAVALI,

c. LAVANIL

DEVENDRA KURAVANJIL

BHAKTA VILASA.

SLOKA BADDHA RAMAYANA.

g 80

SANSKRIT

ASVASASTRA with Tricolour illustrations.
RAJAMRGANEKA.
CIKITSAMRTASAGARA
AYURVEDAMAHODADHI.

GITA GOVINDA ABHINAYA.

a, COLACAMPU.

b. SAHENDRA VILASA
DHARMAKUTAM—Sundara Kanda.
JATAKASARA.
VISNUTATYVANIRNAYA VYAKHYA,
SANGITA DARPANA,
BIJAPALLAVA,
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It iz hoped that the publication of most of the

important manuscripts will be completed within the next
four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication
are represented by simgle copies in the Library and comse-
quently the mistakes that are found in them could not be
corrected by comparing them with other copies. The
editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
readings. The wrong readings are given in round brackets
and correct readings have been suggested in square
brackets. When diffcrent readings are found. they have
been given iu the footnotes except in the case of a few
books in which the correct readings iave been given in the
footnote or incorporated in the text itself,

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for
finencing the entire scheme of publicatiou although there is
a drive for economy in ali the departments. My thanks
. ure due 10 the members of tne Expert Commitiee who
spared no puins in selecting the manuseripts for publication,
I bave also to thank the various editors, who are experts
in their own field, for readilv consenting to edit the manus-
cripts and see them through the Press. The various
Presses that have co-operated in printing the manuscripts
i the best manner possible also deserve my thauks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the corrections
made in the proofs.

Govt. Oriental T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Manuscripts Library, General Editor,
Madras. Madras Govt. Oriental Series.



PREFACE.

“DHARMAKUTAM” is a commeatary on SRIMAD
RAMAYANA of VaLMiIKI. Alihough there are numerous
commentaries on the Epic, this commentary is .quite a
unique production in as much as it deals exhaustively
with all questions that may possibly arise from a study
of the great Poem. It is more in the nature of an
Encyclopaedia than a mere commentary on the Epic;
and it is one of the many rich legacies of learning left by
the Maharatta regime in Tanjore.

It was written about the year 1719 A. D., at the
ingtance of Raja Serfoji [ (1711-1728), by TRIAMBAKA
MAKHIN, the Minister of his court. , Triambaka was
the second sen of Gangadhara Adhwari, the Miniger of
Ekoji Rajah (1667-1683), the founder of the Maharatta
dynadty of Tanjore, The King had 3 soms, Shahj,
Serfoji and Tulajaji who ruled after him in succession.
The Minister also had 3 sons Narasimha, Triambaka
and Bhagavanta, of whom the fir®& two succeeded their
father, one after the other as Minister of the date.
During the lagt days of Ekoji, our author Triambaka was
appointed minidter of Shahji, which office he filled under
him, and under his successor Serfoji I. The extraordinary
munificence of Shahji to learned men, which earned for
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him the name of BHOJA OF TANJORE, mu& he ascribed
in part to the wholesome influence of his Minister,
TRIAMBAKA.

This commentary is called ‘“ DHARMAKUTAM”,
which means that it is a commentary elucidating the
express and implied references to Dharma or ‘Righteous
Condud’, in the Ramayana. The author has rightly
pointed out that though there have been several com-
mentaries on the Ramayana, mo$ of them have confined
themselves to the explanation of difficult passages in
general, while a few others have sought to find support
for particular religious cults in the great epic; but none
has dealt with the ethical aspe@ of this work, which after
all appeals mo#t to the general reader,

The author has therefore discussed every question
relating to Dharma that occurs directly or . indirecly
throughout the epic, It mu& be borne :in mind that
though the word “Dharma” can be loosely translated as
“ethics”, $till its proper significance includes “all means
which are ordained by Scriptures -and Seers for “the
attainment of real happiness here and hereafter”, This
interpretation has brought within the commentator’s pro-
vince many queétions of religious ritual and philosophy,
nay, every subje@ pertaining to our culture, that happens
to be referred to expressly or even by remote implication
in the Epic. And it is a noteworthy feature of :this
commentary that every subject taken up for - discussion - is
dealt with fully and thoroughly, supported by quotatiens
from all available-sources. In the result the author ‘has
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actually produced a remarkable encyclopaedia dealing with
all subjeds pertaining to our national culture ; and :the
work is thus an extraordinary preduction by a versatile

genius deeply learned in all arfs and sciences.

- The only manuscripts of the work are to be found
in the Saraswathi Mahal Library. The Publication of
this work from the Mss. of this library was taken up by
Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srirangam some 30 years ago, But
it fopped with BaLakanDpA, AYODHYAKANDA, and a
portion of - A\RANYAKANDA The- present publication is ef
the SUNDARAKANDA.

The name SUNDARAKANDA, has been variously
interpreted. The more widely accepted interpretation is
that ‘SUNDARA’ is one of the names of HANUMAN and
the Kanda mainly dealing with his exploits 15 called
SUNDARARANDA. The author of the present commentary
however gives another interpretation and jusifies it by his
commentary. According to him, the Kanda is called
Sundara because it is beautiful, and many of the mo#
beautiful descriptions of Ramayana are to be found in
this Kanda. Following this view, the auther has dealt
exhaustively with ALANEKARA SASTRA, or the Science
of Literary Beauty in his commentary. Other subjects
are not left out and are dealt with as exhaustively in
their proper places. We hope to publish the other
Kandas also in course of time.

The work has been ably edited with an mtroduction
by Sri T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T., Curator, Govern-
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ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, who is the
General Editor of this series. OQur thanks are due to
him for his valuable services.

We are thankful to the Government of Madras for
their liberal grants which have enabled us to publish this
and other valuable manuscripts of this Library.

Saraswati Mahal, Library S. GOPALAN
TANJORE,

February 1951

Honorary Secretary
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INTRODUCTION

It is well known that the Ramayanam was
composed by the venerable sage Valmiki describing in
24,000 verses the life history of Sri Ramachandra.
This majestic peem has been commented upon by a
number of scholars mainly for the purpose of explaining
the words and ideas, making clear what has been sug-
gested, reconciling the apparently contradictory statements
and interpreting the Kavya as extolling Siva or Vishnu.
But till now no one has attempted to explain the work
from the standpoint of Dharma, To satisfy this long-
felt need, at the instance of the scholarly king Sarabhoji
of Tanjore, Tryambaka Makhi wrote the commentary
called Dharmakutam, selecting only a few important
verses of the Ramayana, The author himself says :

¢ g SRANAT TAEUTE Tl

HSF JAAHS FASCAAGS TAIALH |
FaE TRy wersaTEEg RN

wr Ffmgeadwed: sfsawsred gt |1 !
¢ grre: HAOW gAYTET YHTECRRAT

W gl audaIiite gg aeraara |

1. Tanjore Descriptive Catalogue, Page 6683
verse 4
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It may be argued that ‘the Ramayana is intended
only to describe the achievements of Sri Ramachandra,
and it is far fetched to weave the ideas of Dharma into
the work. But when various statements in the Ramayana
itsell are carefully examined, it will not be difficult to
come to the conclusion that the Ramayana is intended

mainly to illustrate the practice of Dharma as observed
by Sri Ramachandra.

¢ qdtmey gam | 3 ¢ oirar wer ade T 4 TR
frmearea:’ 5 ¢ afaw T qay ar qavetEe 1’6
¢ qUged T Irnshaer & 9 gt 7  fafx
ArIRREge Te qRARIaq |’ 8 ¢ aRion qEraras
AT TSy 1?9 CSmat @ q@ w9 1 10 e,

Sri Krishna preclaims in the Bhagavadgita
¢ ggT qqT X aWE I@TINAT WIS |
TEJATAATAE AITATH GATIEH |
Ibid Verse 7 ‘
Ramayana (M, L. J. Press Edmon) [—i—2
Ibid 1—1—14
Ibid 111 —xxxvii—13
Ibid ¥V 1—xxvii—19
Ibid 1—i—96
- Ibid 11—xix—20
Ibid Vi—xc1—73
Ibid V1—c3x—15,

© o N ;e ¥

—
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From this, does it net become clear that Vishnu’s
Avatara as Sri Rama is for the establishment of Dharma
by the removal of the wicked and the protection of the
good ? We all know that what was observed by Rama
is Dharma and Adharma is what was practised by
Ravana and that Rama is himself a Dharmatma and
acting as a guide for others te follow the path of Dharma.

The Ramayana is regarded as a restatement of
the Veda itself and is also intended to amplify the ideas
of the Veda through illustrations.

‘ qg: TTHqEETEiETg R | 12
‘ guir Ydar Gfrag |’ 13
‘ IErvdeuna T aresTEAs s 1! 14

Veda is the root cause of Dharma and it is itself
rooted in Dharma.

Yrsheer wwey 7 15
‘33T welge 1! 16

11, Bhagavad Gita—1V—7 & 8

12. Ramayana—Page 4, Verse 12

18. Ibid 1—i—98

14. Ihid 1—iv—6

15. Manu Smriti (Nirnayasagar Edition) 11—6

16, Gautama Dharma Sutra (Mysere Edition) f==1|
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The same 1dea is given by Sri Jaimini in the Mimamsa
Sutras
¢ Frgarsaarsat i 10 17
‘g sragazae |18

Hence it can be stated without any fear of contradiction
that the main purpose of the Ramayana is to give a clear
exposition of the Dharma.

The nature of Dharma itself is given differently
by d:fferent authorities.

CRaarsRArsAt g |7 ¢ ARifwNTeETIH
A
qH:, 7 19 ete.
But all these different statements lay emphasis upon

Dharma being the cause of the attainment of Moksha,

What are the Pramanas for Dharma ? They
are 4 in number. The Vedas, the Law codes, the
Practice and Mental satisfaction.

g iy aETEIC |9 T A |
wqwgfid oTg: @arade sAw i’ 20
st s TR T afkE |
STREYT ArATATATeG R = 1! 21

17. Purva Mimamsa Sutra I—i—2
18. Ibid I—i—5

19, Jbid l—i—-2

20. Manu Smriti [1—12

21. [Ihid I1—6




‘¥qr ways’ ‘afyri = wftars | 0 22
‘qdmana: gaorg ’ ¢ 3gem )’ 23
Of these four Pramanas, the Veda does not derive its
authority from any other source i.e., it is auto- authoritative.
‘o frarawTAral SAr oo gta 10 24
‘ TEATSII A ¥ FrAHITAAQA | 0 25

[ ¢ ot & S=: sahswaear
AT @idgTa gamg |

g a<d (wigd qegat
mﬁv%faﬁ: T g ) 7]

The next in order of authority is Smriti whose
authority is based upon the Veda. When there is
contradiction between two statements in the Smriti, then
beth must be regarded as authoritative and the contradic-
tory statements should be regarded as giving an optien to
the people

‘sified g o= e gaigar ey ? 26
¢ geaTeRy fwew: 17 27

22. Gautama Dharma Sutra {Mysore Edn. I-1 & 2
23. Apastamba Dharma Suira (Mysere Edition)

[—i—2& 3
24. Manu Smriti 11—13

25. Bhagavad Gita XVI—24
26. Manu Smnu 11—14
27. Gautama Dharma Sutra [—6
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But when there is contradiction between Sruti and Smriti,
o - . @ AN
the former will prevail as it is 2rqTesg

‘ ffvereifily g gt atedr )
AT TET B Wd A dHIeEET ) 28

‘ R @ enzary agarag | 129

‘ Rty gfvemdr s@ta: |7 30

The Dharmas as expounded in the Vedas,
appear to be different in different places and much is
made about this apparent lack of uniformity to refute the
authoritative nature of the Vedas. The following are
some of the instances about which there is no hard and
tast rule. Eating in the company of a woman or a persen
who is not a Upanita or what is left after being eaten by
others, marriage alliance with the children of uncle, the
sale of wool, the drink of liquor, the profession of a soldier,
eating fish, travel over the seas etc., are regarded as
Dharma by some and as Adharma by others. Again there
is discrepancy in the duration of the performance of certain
religious acts, Brahmacharya, penance etc, ranging from
10 years to a few days. Similarly there is difference in
respect of the Adhikaris, Avastha, Varna and Ashramam.
But it must be understood that the ancient seers have
given their own interpretation of the Dharma as found in
the Vedas to suit to the various climes, times, persons

28. Kullukabhatta’s commentary on Manusmriti 11-13
29. Purva Mimamsa Sutra [—iii— 3
80, Apastamba Dharma Sutra I—xxx—9
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condilions, castes and professions. The poet Kalidasa has
said ‘ wARed wFferTeTq” 3!
[ ¢ erdisiy 73 srseamear
AHT T FrEr @i S |
g6 < faRd gerat
AENA I A @ g ) 0 ]
Hence the difference must be understood not as a funda-
mental discrepancy in the teachings of the Vedas but as

different adaptations suited for various purposes as sug-
gested by the ancient sages.

The next in the order of authority is EHITAR er
geod conduct. This idea is stated clearly in the
following verse :

[ ¢ sratsf F: eqaavseammar
¥a7 ghdes w9 oI |
A e (R aErat
ALTAT I W@ = geqms ) )
This is two fold : st/ and T
¢ AT FFASTTHSTATATE:
‘fte aguaarEwy

‘ FROAAN T AWUFAT FATTAHAT Dreaar AIY-
AITIET SAEA LT AT Frarar qiiet samar

31. Raghuvamsa 112
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AT HTEOT qAFeaA T AATAT Mreq ) 32

Achara and Sila are regarded as one and the same by
some as evidenced by the {ollowing Sutra of Gautama:

‘IR TATE | ARl T e | 33
When there is conflict beiween Smriti and Achara,
Smriti alone shou!d be followed :
Ty g arendr aur WA |
AT SNHHTR SFAATTARETN 1| 34
Lastly comes one’s own Mental Satisfaction. In

the absence of clear directions in Srati, Smriti and Achara,

ene’s own mind must guide a person in the course of
action.

‘gat i AREIRY FEGY TAOARHOATTRA: | 30
[ ¢ srelisi Js gaar fafen
AT B O ger B qawrg |
THET a0 (d TETaT-
At wiRAT war @ geaqne i) |

Because Bodhayana has said ‘gufqsy =al: afadge I’ 36

32. Manu Smrit1, Page, 30, Kulluka Bhatta’s

commentary on [1—é
23. Gautama Dharmasutra [ —1 & 2
34. Katyayana
35. Sakuntalam (Kales’ Edition) [ 20
36. Bodhayana Dharma Sutra, [—i—1

iv
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gt fae: 7 37 ‘g R 38 1 should not be
regarded that SEHGHE is not authoritative ; the word
farswera ¢ includes’ ATHG Y also,

[n as much as Dharma has been propounded by
the Vedas, Swritis and lfihasas, where is the necessity
for a Kavya like the Ramayana fo repeat the same ?
On the other hand, it has been ordained ¢ FIEATSTATH
staq’ and hence the Kavya which comes under the
rule of prohibition cannot be expected to teach Dharma.
To meet this objection, the following reply is given : It
has been established by all the Alankarikas that the
prohibition ¢ FETSTATT aﬁq’ applies only to the
literature written by poets of very low order and to the
works in which the hero or heroine is a base persen.
They have gone even to the extent of saying

¢ F15d TIUSTFA SATLUAY RRaEad |
e 9tfEay. .. 10 39

The Mahakavyas written by great poets are regarded as
explaining the scope of the four-fold g’GﬂTﬁs by narrat-
ing the life history of the ideal heroes and the heroines.
Nay, the Kavyas are given the status equal to that of
Smriti. Kumarila Bhatta has quoted from Kalidasa even

as he has quoted from any other Smriti in support of his
views,

37. Ibid I—1—3
38. Ibid l— -4
39, Kavyaprakasa (Nirnayasagar Edition) —2
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‘gal B @eEIRy TEgY ARG w40

The repetition of the ideas contained in the Vedas
does not in any way minimise the authority of the Kavyas.
The Vedas command a person to do or not to do things.

‘FA TT | TH AT | ETAEREAT 997 | A
T | @z 79 | A=Ay 99 | araeEEar w41

The Puranas advise a person to do a thing exp]ain-
ing the pros and cons of such actions even as a friend will

do ; bat the Kavyas persuade a person in an attractive
manner ‘like the beloved’ to de the same thing.

¢ TRRTSGHAAGANE JSTAITAIE
FITATANRIAATTATGS GEEHIHATT |
FRATEUAAT TAT GTAITATIIT HTSATHAT
354 FgH AT ArwaES wai g 1 42
Mammata has said
¢ preardftragaraEagy ' 43
Following this last method to expound Dharma
and Adharma, the sage Valmiki has written the poem

Ramayana, in which the characters of Sri Rama, Sita
and others are intended to illustrate the practice of

40. Sakuntalam I—20
41, Taittiriya Upanishat (Anandashrama Edition)
: Page 32
42. Prataparudriyam (Balamanorama Edition)
Page 4 Verse 8
43, Kavyaprakasa 1—2
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Dharma and the characters of Ravana, Kumbhakarna and
others are intended to give a picture of Adharma and 1ts
fruits.  He learnt the story through the divine sage
Narada and by the grace of Brahma he has given a clear
idea of Dharma and Adharma as taught in the Vedas
and illustrated them by the life history of Sri Rama, Sita
and Ravana. Hence the poem is known by three names
—-Ramayanam, Sitacharitam ‘ SiararIRa Agq’ 44
Dasasirovadham ‘ ZzmfEeasy a1 Fammasad, ’ 45.

One may raise the objection that Dharma alone
should be taught in the Kavyas which follow the
Sruti and Smriti and Adharma should not be taught in
them. But the teachings of Sruti and Smriti are not
confined to Dharma alone. Adharma also is referred to
in them as one that has to be avoided. Hence in the text
Tt SrRtETaT | 46 ¢ sterat s U 47 3Ry
THASY |’ 48 ‘GFisRaet ara@a I 49 Akoraisreard-
ed eliptical and Veda is held equally as an authority on
Adharma and Abrahma, and this is in keeping with the
teachings of the Vedas. If Dharma alone forms the key-
note of the Vedas, then all the text of the Vedas should
be only in the form of Vidhi or injunctions and they
should not assume the form of Nishedhas by which

44, Ramayana |—iv—7

45, Ibid 1—ii—43

46.  Purva Mimamsa Sutra [—i— 1
47. Brahma Sutra |—i—1

48, Gautama Dharma Sutra 1—1
49. Manu Smriti [1—6
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the practice of Adharma is eschewed. Sri Sankara
Bhagavatpada has therefore said

“TRL qAIAE A T 79 ARwaffag aw-
& , AFETAT (A7 ¢ SAAAT TAErar  3fy g |

o

qaATs Gaify: stz aeauanaa: TRel-
g 50 i

Badarayana in his Sutra * Aggiia EE s 1’ 51 has
stated that though the deeds ordained by the Veda are
Asuddhas on account of the torture of animals they are
net so, as the criterion to decide it i1s whether it has been
ordained by the Vedas in the form of Sabda 1.e., whether
a Nishedha Sruti exists in support of it, and not the human
mind which is not competent to judge what is Dharma
and Adharma. In this connection, the following observa-
tions of the Bhashyakara may be quoted with advantage :

¢ QEEGATSATIAATTE | AT TATSAATR
g wrEwT fmEw worg , sdiRgaaETTan |, Sad-
ITFSARTATT | ARAT FA S FUAY T A7 A
sadiad , @ wa YFwlettHaTRy qaat wary | aq
e qArIAEATS = 7 satagfa | 52

Hence just as Dharma is taught in Vedas to be observed,
Adharma also is taught to be avoided.

50. Brahma Sutra (Nirnaya Sagar Editon) Page 70,
Sankara’s Commentary on [—i—4

51. Ibid 111—1—25

52, Ibid Page 620, Sankara’s Commentary on
[[—i--25
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Dharma is two fold : SIFIFZAU based on activity
and fIITGSAW based on renunciation. In the com-
mentary of Bhagavadgita Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada says

(g A GYE Saer F i feagadsar-
A G TNAREAITAB g IEATHIG I |
RS AAFATIANGAT (g a7 -
JraBaw TrEATTE | R & i 9d@ ;) q9ra-

FEO FEraeeuEr’ 53

The Dharma based on action as ordained in the Karma-
kanda of the Vedas helps one to reap fruits in the other
world and this is conveved to us both as Vidhi and
Nishedha. Smrti itself says that we should conquer this
world by giving birth to a son, the world of Pitrs by our
actions, and the world of Gods by learning.

‘qiraTe @iy =4 | o @ | e 3aeE: 54

The Nivrttilaksana Dharma is taught in the Jnanakanda
which ordaiis us to avoid all passions and practise
austerity. Though there is this difference between the
teachings of the Purva Kanda and Uttara Kanda of the
Vedas, it should be understood that the purport of the
Vedas is renunciation on account of the following Srutis :

53. Bhagavad Gita Bhashya of Sankara,
(Sri Vani Vilas Edition) Page |
54, Brihadaranyakopanishat (Anandashrama Edn.;
' Page 230 & 231, I -v—16
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‘ga qgT FeqgarAala qqify @A = 9ggha |
IR=gar AE=d ThT N 9 GERW
stefye e 1?55

Cqdd IFIGIANA SN (AR Gy o
aqgrATHd | 56

Some regard that Valmiki's aim is to teach Pravritti-
laksana Dharma in the Ramayana and that the Nivrtti-
lakshana Dharma is taught only in the Yoga Vasishtha.
But this view is not quite correct as the Alankarikas attri-
bute Chaturvargaphalas to the Mahakavya and Moksha
which is the fruit of Nivrttilakshana Dharma forms one
of the Chaturvargaphalas. Hence the story of Rama and
others in the Ramayana is intended to teach Dharma
and Adharma in an easy but effective manner.

The work “DHARMAKUTA” now published explains
clearly this intention of the poet, namely, to explain the
various aspects of Dharma and Adharma with suitable
illustrations. The author himself says

‘afird g Ragaty aredeTar-
frd Yeqrasa: aeawlargeg g |’ 57
All the verses in the Ramayana are not commented

upon in this work, Only such of the verses as have

55. Kathopanishat (Anandashrama Edu.) I—ii—15

56. Brihadaranyakopanishat, Page 685, IV-iy-22

57. Dharmakutam (Sri Vani Vilas Edn. Vol. |,
Page 11, Verse 38
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some bearing on Dharma and Adharma are selected for
explanation and amoplification. Even here the meaning
is not given for every word, nor is the story elaborated.
The author has taken great paimns to show what aspects
of Dharma or Adharma are intended to be taught and
supports his view by profuse quotations from authoritative
texts like Sruti, Smriti, Itthasa, Purana etc.,

The author of this work is Tryambaka Makhi. He
is an erudite scholar, Even from early years he is
known to have been performing Agnihotra and other
Yajnas as ordained in the Vedas in which he was
a versatile scholar.

¢ TEATGHAAT ARV
qT SeaTIas TAET |
EETICET I
afiRaesgragAATa: o 58
CrtaId g @Al aediHaTar-
firg aqraea: arEAtegeg gaar W 59
He was the brother of the famous Narasimhayajva
¢ SRS
e wpen Rglsar = |
SYTAATITRAIN-
FraarAT AEEgsar |’ 60
58. [Ibid Page 9, Verse 32

59. Ibid Page 11, Verse 38
80. Ibid Page 8, Verse 28
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* TETATATEA NI
e fafxamate: |

FNfEAT TG ATaTH T
frafaraatmaan: o’ 6!

‘g gl s @&
g& qaga dr ganh |
TR ERI ¥ QM-
RRAERT T FrTgardt (1 62
‘ geargaaT agonfvrey ’ 63
This Narasimhayajva was the minister of Tanjore King
Ekoji.
‘q| WYY WG
TG TATHHYTS |
a4 @arEEhy ax T
gt agtarwagage: o’ 64
He is also known to have written the Champu Kavya
Tripuravijaya.

Narasimha and Tryambaka were sons of Ganga-
dharadhvar and Krishnambika. Gangadharadhvari was

the renowned minister of Ekoji. He was also well versed

61. [bid Page 9, Verse 30
62. Ibid Page 9, Verse 31
63. Ibid Page 9, Verse 32
64. Ibid Pages 8 & 9, Verse 29

v
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in all the Sastras. He was the son of Babajiyajva
eof Bharadvajagotra.
‘ FErBISEEIT: gEiRar Al Rneada:
A LRI GUATT: ATHTSANS |
AGIHHSIRTAAHTAT ATANHASAIHAT
AR FAAGEYAGIT Agrrgrearssad |’ 65

¢ fRTFTITARAT ST AT wso R HTNSAT ) ! 66

Our author Tryambaka Makli was brought up with
affection bv Kiug Ekoji and his consort Dipamba. Even
from his bovhood he was initiated in all the branches of
learning. Ekoji appointed him minister of his son Sahaji;
and he continued as minister of Saraboji, the brother and

successor of Sahaji also.

‘gRIfAAgAT qonEATS T ¥Ar ¥ AR
ST a2 TR TcHeAAT GATa: AR |

FATYIRTT Wafadag: @gan: Y
|rsd afaew Raeaa) @aesgarania: 1167
“ AT QEHETTA: FOAS( USSR (B 1 68

‘]ISt SrggREaTETE F atad -
N TIOAETNATGTICENAvIATS Tq: | ° 69

65. Ibid Page 5, Verse 15

66, 1bid Page 8, Verse 27

87, Ibid Page 10, Verse 33

68. Ibid Page 10, Verse 34
69, Jbid Pages 19 & 11, Verse 36
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He was living at Swamimalai near Kumbhakonam in the
Tanjore District on the banks of the river Kaveri.-
A BUJOLE LAISHL

‘g BT TE T@ARARSSIHS Hel-
WGBS AAEAG TGATE %ﬁrna T 1?70

At BAIRFEAT: FATAHAAE T,
AR IEIEAFGIT a1 AT &Gy |
4 #hed IRIY @rg 9T AHAT IgIg Ae-
FHAERS gdis Faq 4 @A fafg )y’ 7!
Tryambakamakhi himseli says that he was brought
up by the king Ekoji from his childhood and was by him
made the minister of king Sahaji and then continued to
be the minister of Saraboji. 7
¢ GRIRITO TOTEAARET ¥5AT T areaar
e F: TG Te@SIAT Gl g |
FATYIRTT Fafradiag: @gan X
. |rsd At=aR Crasaswd @raesgarartya: 1 72

AT SAPIRENINT T A=K 70
ATET ATTAETATET AT Fqe |

I T I FEORARISTES FF-
Sty IgerTa - T’ 73

70; Ibid Page 11, Verse 36
71. Ibid Page 11, Verse 37
72. Ibid Page 10, Verse 33,
73. I;‘idrpages 10& 11, Verse 36 .
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The date ot Ekoji is 1676 to 1683 and that of Sahaji
is 1684 to 1710 while the date of Sarabojiis 1711 to
1728, As Tryambaka Makhi was a contemporary of all
these three, it will be reasonable to presume that the
date of Tryambaka Makhi is 1665 to 1750 A.D. He
himself says that he completed the work in the Salivahana
year 1641 corresponding to the year Vikari in the month
of Asvayuja, first day of Suklapaksha, Saturday and the
Svathi constellation. ~ This date corresponds to 3rd

October 1719,

‘ AT FEHIE: T qAR A
AT I T JLITASY AFATRY |
WASHTIAZS RyariaRey @rayr RaC aray
ARG st et der o 74

The present edition is based upon a single manuscript
bearing D. No. 9384 in the Sanskrit collections of manu-
cripts depesited in the T. M. S S. M. Library, Tanjore.
The first two Kandas were already printed and published
by the late revered T.IK, Balasubrahmanya lyer at his
Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srivangam in three volumes even as
carly as 1916.  After a lapse of nearly 35 years the
other Kandas were thought of for printing. Thanks te the
magnanimous grant of the Government of Madras to the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s; Sarasvathi Mahal Library,
. TW become possible to take Sundara
Kanda for printing, and it is hoped that the other Kandas

74, Tanjore Descriptive Catalogue, Page 6685
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also will be taken up immediately and completed as early
as possible.

An index of the verses that are commented upon in
this work, a detailed list of contents, a list of topics which
are dealt with at length and an index of works and
authors quoted have been added to facilitate easy refer-
ence. My thanks are due to Sri V. R, Kalyanasundara
Sastrigal, Sahityavisarada, Sahitya Siromani and Vedanta
Siromani, Pandit of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, for preparing the above except the
detailed list of contents and also for reading the proofs.
I also thank Sri S. Gopalan, Honorary Secretary of the
TanjoreMaharaja Serjoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library,
lagjt_)@_._fngening the detailed list of contents prepared
at his Library and for giving me all the facilities at his
dispesal te edit this wortk. The Sri Vani Vilas Press,
Srirangam, also deserves to be cengratulated on the neat
and excellent execution of the printing of this work.

GoveRNMENT ORIENTAL

MANUSCRIPTs T. CHANDRASEKHARAN.
Lisrary, MADRAS. ,

10th February, 1951,
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