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Romanus, who derivid that name trom his materanal grandt
afcended the throne of Conflaminople. A prince \\h(\ at the

ting -his nheritance, m

of twenty, could be fufpedted of antic
have been alrezdy loft-in the public cficem ; yet Romanus was i)
weft thare of the guilt wa

ther weak than wicked ; and the L

forred to his wife, Theophano, a woman of bate erigin, ma

fpirit, and flagitious mannrs The ienfe of perfonal glory :

G 4 ! . 5
public happinefs, the true pleafures of rovalty, were unknown

the fon of Conflan :E'.'.L; and, wkhile the two brothers, Nicepho
and Leo, triumphed ove - the Suracens, the hours which the em
owed to his people were conm ned in flrenuous idlenc Ix‘ the

morning he vifited the cire us; at noea he "L.l‘ =d the h.mton; the
greater part of the afternoon he {pent in the fpheriflcriam, or rennis-
conrt, the only theatre of his vidtories ; from thence he paffed over
to the Afiatic fide’of the Bofphorus, hunted and killed four wild
bo:\rs of the l:lr"ci" fize, and returned to the palace, um.d‘" con=
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s fag entangled his iu, i in tht. bek afl‘hﬁl

2 mion mh and he ctpm:d in the pala
sily and pwp‘e I£ he frack Oﬁ" ’
ant, for prefumiag to draw his fiw
fe of defpodifin, which had lain dor:

o the laft moments of defpair, when he no longer - aﬁjmf
L apiniag ¢ of mankind,
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. . oF-TiE ROMAN. EMPiRE. e

fag entangled bis horns in the bdt cflhﬁl amd 1 j 3

m his horfe: e was refcucd by an. attcndam' who cut the imlt o
and few theanimal; but thefall, or the fever,
of the aged monarch, and he ’xpxred in the pal
of his family and people.  1f he ﬁrﬁck Oﬁ the he
a'crx sty for prefum.ag 1o dmw his
pride of defpodifm, which had lain dorns s
ahs lalt moments of defpair, when he no Iéﬁg:rf al
L opinion, of mankind, :
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