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Chaturvimsati Pillars

According to Bhagavata Purana, Vishnu has 24 aspects. They
are as follows:-

1. Kesava, 2. Narayana, 3. Madhava, 4. Govinda, 5.
Vishnu, 6. Madhusudana, 7. Thrivikrama, 8. Vamana, 9.
Sridhara, 10. Hrishikesa, 11. Padmanabha, 12. Dhamodara, 13.
Sankarshana, 14. Vasudeva, 15. Pradyumna, 16. Anirudha, 17.
Purushothama, 18. Adhokshaja, 19. Narasimha, 20. Achutha,
21. Janardhana, 22. Upendra, 23. Harl, 24. Krishna.

All these forms of Vishnu are Carved on the walls of the
temple at Nuggihalli, as also in two pillars called Chaturvimsati
pillars at Srirangapatnam with names and forms engrved and on
a beam in the temple at Belure, the ancient Kuntala desa alse,

s - X
" T. 7038 - Sarasvati Maha!l

Thivmalimmiclaimalsl

Library, Thanjavur.

 Sralepurana B o, 181
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are those 24 Murtis or forms of Vishnu found engraved. The
date of these Sculptures is 1249 A.D. Belure is one of Sri
Ramanuja’s Pancha Narayana Prathishta Stalas.

(Belure, /tal. Kad, Melakote, Tonnur énd Gadag)

Chaturvimsati murtis *(Plate 42)

The Chaturvimsatimurtis were not greatly favoured by the
Vijayanagara Sculpters. Only two sets of the entire group are to
be found and there are few extant examples of Individual icons.
There is aclear evidence of only one temple dedicated to one
of the Chaturvimshati murtis the Madhavashrine (Now called
the Ranga temple) complex. (south Indan Inscriptions, IV No.
248) In the city the entire group of Chaturvimshatimurtis is
sculpted twice. The first series is in the rock-shelter near Koti-
tirtha, with carvings on the north, east and south boulders of this
west facing rock-cut shelter. On the north is a long narrow panel
deiciting the Incaranations of Vishnu, on the east a very long
frieze of chaturnimshati murties, and on the South Vithoba,
Venkateshvara on Narasimha.

" Sculpture at Vijayanagara Iconography and style -T.M.S.S.M. Library,
Thanjavur. U G. 5507, P.No. 44-45.
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Each of the twenty four forms stands in Samabhanga and
is labelled with an Inscription in Kanaada on the top, an incised
kneeling Garuda is shown below.

Atthe beginning of the series, anather Garuda turns towards
the panel. (For details see, Vijayanagara, progress of Research.
1983-84 PP, 138-9 and Plates LXXXVII-LXXXIX)

The second series occurs on the four highly polished granite
pillars in the Rangamandapa of the Ramachandra temple. Here
each of the twenty four figures appears seated in lalitasana,
carrying the four attributes and flanked by the seated consort
goddesses, Shri and Bhu, under an eleborate makara-torana.
The only difference between one panel and another is the manner

in which the ayudhas are distributed.

These reliefs are partly damaged which makes the
Indentification of some Icons difficult. The figures are generally
carved onthe toprand middle blocks of the columns. Thisn group
ofthe Chaturvimshatimurtis is Iconographicaly unusual as the
figures of the god are seated together with the consort Goddesses.

As already noted, statues of the Individual
Chaturvimshatimurties are extremly rare at the site. In the
rangamandapa of the Mukti Narasimha temple at Anegondi there
are some sculptures including one of Keshava, with the Shankha
and Chakra in the upper right and left hands and the Padma and
gada in the lower right and left hands respectively. This is possibly
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the only Vijayanagara peried example here of a Vyuha. In the
Gulagunji Madhavaswami shine in the Virupaksha temple complex
is a pre vijayandgara icon that could also be of one of the twenty-
four forms. There are also a few speradic pillar reliefs (Note
worthy Reliefs of Individual Chaturvimsatimurthies, Mudal alwar
temple (Nc w/2 ) two reliefs on a pillar in the mandapa on the
brindavana of Raghunadaswami (NG W1) on the north face,
Vaisnava temple (Nat /1) relief on a pillar in the mandapa first
fram the east, second fram the north westface, lower block,
Vithala temple (NH a/1) Rangamandapa, three reliefs on one
pillar, first fram the south, second fram the east, on the middle
and the top block of the south face, Hanuman temple (NJ s/2) a
relief on a pillar in the mandapa; in the temple complex of
Anantasayana in the south east conner pavilion, there are six
pillar reliefs of the standing Chaturvimsati murthis and one seated
in Lalitasana but no large carvings of the Chaturvimsatimurties.




Vishnu(Chaturvimsatimurtis) ’
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gHertawgdl aqfferfmfiasrong?
fawu: BiAIGHsreET®R: AT |
UGI&T G FAGR foicaen: || (sdqavt:)

1. Sculpture at Vijayanagara Iconography and style (U.G. 5507 T.M.S.S.M.
Library, Thanjavur. P. No. 306

2. Murtidhyanam. 173/ P. No. 209.
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*UG 4 T.M.S.S.M. Library, Thanjavur.
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* B
Srivaikhanasa mantra prasna - Sarvanganyasa - P. No. 297.
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* Salagramamurthilakshanam P. No. 25-37. T.M.S.S.M. Library
Pazblication, Thanjavur,
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* Chaturvimsathi murthi lakshanam, Ist Volume, P. No. 5, TM.S.S.M.

Library, Thanjavus.
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QUILITSaLD 7) 3072/2521, 6) 2108/1846, 5) 1653/1270, 4) 1235/
849, 3) 767/503, 2) 426/295, 1) 240/181 sy &efeyib
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1. SHL. Vol. 24 P. No. 538, 540.

2. 108 Vaishnavaite Divya Desams, By Miss. Dr. M.S. Ramesh 1. A. S.,
P.No. 25 (TTD Publication, Tirupati, 2000.

3. @Eyeun Geuganrth L. etet. 21& 22, SriRanganathaswami By Jeanine

" Auboyer, Paris, Year. 1969 (T.M.S.S.M. Library, Thanjavur E. 11992)
PNe. 49
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BAGT(LpH&T CHTL TS S e LobS FSHITANDEFD) eLp[iS B Hemars
&DS51F Fls B Cumb.
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D FGTEISGT QITF®, JRIG eurgey’ Gurern LW [isEresT(R.
S fal& & g Gampar D mai® wrer, 2, M MLb
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BpdHppleneuyn @emenrdHern Csm @ eurgew CamyrGLo
BreTIpseT GsmyInrELb. @ns prerpset Csryissev
wsaplae (8fmps Goe) @ o mb aflens alwg
(b Gamulleys@er Glaaweymsmed @)L_gi1) Csmg uled Kletrp
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@ esfls Fig) smewstGLimib.

1. 108 Vaishnavaite Divya Desams, TTD Publication, Tirupati, 2000.

2. SriRanganathaswami By Jeanine Auboyer, Paris, Year. 1969 {TM.S.S.M.
Library, Thanjavur E. 11992) P.No. 22.

3. @epeuTe GHosed (3. 6-9)
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wrcILpseT CHTLISSes #81iallbsD) opis®seper 12
eLO S B %6 aTd HIeTeULD. Yo PdBleit afleTdsLb SLpairHLomm) -
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Qur@pgsliLil Berarsg GBLINL_S558 Q@emy. 2y6iauTmi
FDS5GLI LIV £FBuL_a51 aSlenmIG LD () LbeLp (78S Ui 6T 6uevG)
BLp&&5 ST FEISLD @) (5SS LOTUNGT 6 TLOGT eLP[S BN Ta M.

2. QUupisBsGLh S®FEGLU U 555
STTLILRE DS @)eug ClLiw i @) e Csaar.

3. QuUapisBesIFelbsS opisH WwamyeRILD g Lh
Qe Csg6r Yyauy. sag @)Bs5s Couemg w @)L_$He 555
°_GITang).



70
4. Quoapish 9517elbsB) episEsener @mpalrTar

CITITIT BTG B GUITIT.

5. Qoeui sgIaNbFd episHE@HGT G (6T TeT
an iy iss).

6. sMFFGLU LUB® 58 QuUrBpSs UL Herery).
2 G rompagait sratmen pssLitiBih @euGr 98Gs il g% ev
2B BSSTTE Y.

7. #5100NDFD VIyeHTLD Famith LTS UL epis D
@)aug.

8. @ oui #g17@NDFD) eLp 75 F HaN) QUIHLD HFFHBT.

9. #g170ilb&G) apis@sener Qi ABBGSSI.
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AN APPEAL

Manuscripts on Palmleaf or Paper of the ancient works
of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures, solely inherited
by the Nation and it is the moral obligation of persons who possess
them to preserve them safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You can make
a great contribution to the cause of the preservation not only of our
National Culture but also to the Culture of Humanity as a whole by
arranging to present such manuscripts to the famous T. M. S. S. M.
Library, Thanjavur.

The Manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities of the
Library, preserved with meticulous care and made available to
successive generations of readers and scholars for study and
research. The hitherto unpublished works found among them, will
be printed-and publighed in due course, as facilities occur, with the
expression of the Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained inimortal “ame by dedicating enormous time and wealth to
the expansion and firm estabtisnment of this world famous “Sarasvati
Mabhal Library J is open te you to share the honour of Serfoji, in
your owrrsmeasiize oy contributing your manuscripts to the great
insfitution built by-him.

Thas great Honour is beckoning to you to accept it. Will
you hasten to take it up? The Library waits for your answer.

DISTRICT COLLECTOR AND DIRECTOF

Sarasvati Matal
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