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““When a great ancient sage, a seer or a prophet
of old, whoe came face to face with the truth, =zays
something, these modern mien stand up to say, Oh!
he was a fool! But just use another name. ‘Huxiey

take it for grantad...””, says Swami Vivekananda.
R ./ L

This is what is happening now to the Ancieni
Indian thought. People, not xnowing the real
import of it, simply neglect the sayings of the
great lores. The theory of birth and re-bivth
sins and wultimate punihments for them, here, in-
this world or elsewhere or merits and enjoyment of
the fruiis in the form of boons - all thsse have
been ridiculed at, by the pressent generation., when
a fact is proved, it becomes science and when it
could be understood a3 truth, witheut being proved
scientifically, it is Philosophy. In other words,
Philosophy is a Science based on faith.

Man has controlled his own actions by
codilying rules. If he trespasses them, it is sin.
If he tollows them, he escapes from the punishment.
1 ke is desirous ef merits, he performs praiseworthy
acts and is rewarded accordingly. The same principle
when applied to one’s spiritual life, is classified
as Papa, Karma and Kamya.

The Indian Mythology has personified these
principics. Just as in an office, where a decision is
taken with the help of the case-reports, so also in
the other world - let it be heaven or hell, man's
merits and demerits are weighed and adjudged.



Citragupta, is such a person, responsible for the
records in the Yama’s court of Law. He maintains the
accounts of each and every being born on earth. The
Sanskrit etymological dictionary derives the worll
Citragupta thus - Citranam, Jivakrta-papa-punyadivici
-tranam, guptam, gopanam. - raksanam yasmat. (He
who protects the dharma from the merits and
demerits performed by the beings.)

\ The lores dealing with the stories describing
the punishments obtained by the sinners and fam:
attained by the meritorious, instruct didactically the
path one has to choose.

This volume, an edition of Cittiraputtirar
Ammanai which is brougnt to light as the T.M.S.S.M
Series No. 238, and Seventh of the Ammanaitype of
literature released from our Library is edited by
the erudite scholar Prof. K. Kothandapani.

In the introductory pages, Prof.
K. Kothandapani states that this work is more or -
fess similar to the Naciketa-Yama dialogue occuring
in Kathopanisad. Knowing fully well that the
pleasures of the morial world is impermanent,
Naciketas requests Yama to instruct him the know-
ledge of the supreme, though the latter offers
profound wealth, longevity of life, sons, daughters,
wives, the mastery over the earth and what not!

The author also alludes upon the celebration
of Citrapurnima festival to propitiate Citragupta.



I heartily thank prof. K. Kothandapani for
having taken pains to publish this manuscript in
our collection. My thanks are due to Thim
A. Panchanathan, M. A.. B. Lib., Sc., for the
encouragement he extends to the Guest Editors. I am
grateful to the Government of Tamilnadu for their
financial assistance. I am also thankful to Messrs.
Ram Printers, Thanjavur, for their neat execution.

T. R. RAMASWAMY, I.A.S.,

Thanjavur, } District Collector and Director,
28 -6-1986 TMSSM Library.



INTRODUCTION

Death is certain for all the being born on
this mortal world. The Hindu Mythology has desi-
gnated a. God to take care of death, viz., ‘Lord
‘Yama’. of the beings, every human being born
on earth knows pretty well that some day it is’
going to perish. But the date of its decease from
the earth, is the known only to that Lord of Death
(Yama) through his keeper of accounts of every

life, <Chittiraputtira” who 1is called accountant
assisting ‘Yama’.

The folk-lore of Tamil call him *Chittiraputtira’’.
It is believed that deeds-good and bad comi-
ted by every one ‘are recorded by Chitragupta
and that good deeds are rewarded while for bad
“deeds, the soul concerned is punished. The intensity
of the punishment varies from throwing into the
fiery-river to setting fire on the head The Ammanat,
literature is one among the 96 Prabandha-s of brief
length; Cittiroputtirar Ammanai is a rare piece in
Tamil, following the Upanisadic and Puranic
thoughts in Sanskrit. The author of the presen
work, is not known. The manuscripts have been .
pxeserved in the T. M. S. S. M. Library, Thanjavur.

I am greatly indebted to Thiru

T. R. Ramaswamy. |. A. S, District Collector and
Director, T. M. S. S. M. Library and Thira
A. Panchanathan, M.A.,B.Lib.Sc., Administrative



Officer i'c, for offering me the Guest-Editorship for
editing this work. I thank Thirt K. Thulasia
Vandayar, Secretary of our College for having
permitted me to edit this work.

K. KOTHAND APAN/

Retd., Professor of Tamil
Sri Pushpam College
POONDI.
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