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INTRODUCTION.

1. ‘According to Hindu mythology God Siva is said to
have appeared in this world in different forms of the five
elements—fire, air, earth, water and the heavens. The

_incarnation of God Siva in the form of fire is mentioned in
Rig-Vedam and is. narrated in detail in Kurma Puranam,
Matsya Puranam and in Skandapuranam. Tiruvannamalai is
identified as the place wherein God appeared in such a form.

The Liocal Puranam, based upon the Sacred Scriptures, deals
in extense as to the benefits that will accrue to the devotees
who pay their homage toa God at Tiruvannamalai- This

" puranam has been rendered in Tamil verse by the celebrated
poet, Elappa Navalar, who existed in the middle of the

* 16th century. Besides this, a mass of literature, both ancient
and modern, has gathered round this topic in the shape of
poems, Jyrical, musical and devotional songs.

2. My intimacy, with Kaviraja Pandithar Mr. R. Thim-
mappa lyer, has bred in me a high respect for his erudition
and sound learning. As to his scholarship, he is up to date.
Mr. Thimmappa Tyer, whose mother tongue is Telugu, is
second to none in the cause of the advancement of the Tamil
language and literature. He is intensely pious and free
from religious bigotry, which I consider as the two supreme
qualifications indispensable for a poet. As he has already
published two poetical works, he is not a stranger to the
goddess of Muse.

3. This young poet has taken up the theme in praise
of God Siva at Tiruvannamalai. The form chosen by him is
Yamaga Anthathi, a form of poetry, not hitherto sung by
any other poet on the same theme. A poem is called an
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Copies can be had from i—

Pandit 8. R. Thimmappa, Iyer,

~Lecturer in Tamil,

Municipal College,

e SALEM.
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