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Introduction, Grammar, Translation, Notes
(in which are reprinted Fr. C. J. Beschis and
F. W. Ellis versions)

LEXICON AND CONCORDANCE
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Rev. G. U. POPE, M.A., D.D.
Sometime Fellow of the Madras University, Member
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Ortental Soctety 1886.
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INTRODUCTION : (Page v)

The Rev. W. H. Drew, a missionary of the London
Society in Madras, published an edition of 63 chapters
with English Translation and additional Notes by the
fine Old Scholar, Ramanuja Kavirayar* with the
Tamil Commentary of Parimelazhagar. This is, as far
as 1t goes the best edition.

_ * With reference to my Old Pundit, I venture to
quote words used elsewhere :—“In many ways we
fail to understand the people of India. Hindus are often
spoken of as apathetic. I should term fervid. My first
teacher of Tamil was a most learned scholar, long
dead (peace to his ashes!) who possessed more than
any man I have known, the cleverness tngenium
perfervidum. He was a profound and zealous
Vaishnavite. I remarked one day a long white line or
scar on his neck, where his rosary of huge Eleocarpus
beads are hung, and ventured to ask him (I had to wait
on such occasions for the mollia tempora fandi!) its
history. ¢ Well,”” said he, ““when I was a boy, I
could learn nothing. Nothing was clear to me, and I
could remember nothing. But I felt my whole soul
full of an intense love of learning. So, in despair I
went to a temple of Sarasvathi (the goddess of learn-
ing), and, with a passionate prayer, I cut my throat and
fell bleeding at her feet. In a vision she appeared to
me, and promised, I should become the greatest of
Tamil Scholars. I recovered and from that day, by
her grace, I found all things easy, and I am what She

- said I should be.”” I believe he was so; and from that
noble enthusiastic teacher I learnt to love Tamil and
to reverence its ancient professors.”
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