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-PREFAC.L.

In placing this series of Text Books for Adult Mass Education
before the Tamil public, T owe an apology which is not merely
formal; T have neither competency nor sufficient experience in teach-
ing the young or the adults. It is only a humble but strong desire
to remove the shocking wide illiteracy around us that has driven
me to do this job. I beg all to forgive my venture and to point
out errors to be rectified and improvements to be effected.

In olden days, and even till some years ago, there was not
a village which had no “pial school”; even hamlets had them.
These schools under the old village system were centres of a fairly
high standard of national learning and culture in the past and even
their poor imitations of later days kept literacy within the reach
of the many even in remote villages. With the craving for broken
English, with the movement of people towards towns, with the
increasing poverty of small landed agriculturists who form the
bulk of the population, villages and village education have gone
practically to ruin.

Tt is not my business to enter into the details of this problem,
except so far as necessary to show the present conditions and the
directions in which our attempts to remove the root causes of the
evil at least partially should lie, so that our task at Mass Adult Edu-
cation may make it national in character, inspire the ordinary
country folk, keep it cheap to be within the reach cf all, and also
simple and short so as not to absorb much time and energy of the
adult who will probably have to earn his livelihood. These are
at least some of my aims in preparing these text books.

Some of the modern features, such as impressing by the eye
-more than by the mouth and ear, are adopted. Making the student
to remember the form of a letter by the picture of the object whose

 name gives the concerned sound is a method found in modern
text books, as also the showing by a different colour the construc-
tion of a long vowel from the short. These and similar methods
which are direct and convincing are followed all through.

There are other innovations which, however useful and neces-
sary for small regular school going children, are not needed—even

E"I harmful to some extent—for adults- whose minds are open a bit
more and who can observe and grasp more better and quicker~~
ﬂ Modern Readers, begin the teaching of Tamil alphabet with
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da — and e u, as mere strokes and straight lines will build these
letters and as such render learning easy. This method however
destroys the natural order of the run of sounds, short and long and
the serial vowels and consonants as conceived by master minds
and practised for hundreds of centuries. They started with
sounds in a systematic order, impressing their sequence by
repeated vocal exercise and arranged the writing of the alphabets
for the different sounds showing how the long issue from the short
vowels, and how the compound consonants issue from the pri-
mary ones. This ancient method being more scientific and easy
to grasp by the adult is followed here.

The blocks showing the course of the writing of each letter by
hand in successive stages are new altogether. The object here as
elsewhere is to limit external guidance—by a teacher or friend—for
the student to a minimum; with a few hints, the student is to
be capable of practising the exercise himself, as in a system of
self-education. The copy forms for writing the letters in large
size in the early stage of tuition are also for the same purpose.

As the student’s time is very limited and as he has to learn
things needed in every day life in national setting, words in
common usage are brought in, in the early pages alone where he
begins to construct syllables from sounds and words from syllables-

T know some will doubt the wisdom of teaching Thithies
and Nakshatrams, the faces of the moon and the constellations of
the stars and even the Athichudt, short aphorisms of right and
wrong in common usage. But these are there in the daily life of
an Indian home especially in the villages and they are the very
salt of our national culture.

Tn every page full detail hints are given to the teacher or the
guiding friend, which with other usual points of attention will, it
is hoped, be found sufficient.

This series is intended also for the ladies at home, adults and
old, who might not have gone to a school in their younger days
and who can be helped to learn to read and write with a few
minutes taken up daily by a brother or sister, husband or friend.

Dedicated in all humility to the Great Disciple of the Great
Aghastya, the Tamil Sage-

~Jamp Arantangy} :
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