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THE AGE OF SRI SANKARA-

0
First or Eighth century, 4.D., ?

Which is the age of Adi Sankara, Sri Sankaracharya
who founded among others the Sringery and Kamakoty
Mutts? Our modern historians put it as the 8th century
A D. The succession list of the Kamakoty Mutt takes
it down 13 centuries earlier to 508 B.C. The Sringery
succession list puts it as 44 A.D. Mr. Athreya Krishna
Sastriar of the High School Lalgudi who has lately produ-
ced a book in Tamil on Jagadguru Sri Sankara Guru
Parampara considers after considerable investigation that
Adi Sankara’s Period was the latter half of the first cen-

tury A.D.
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Mr. Sastriar’s arguments may be briefly noticed
here. ~8si Sankara’s guru Govinda Baghavad Pada is
said to be a contemporary of Vikramadithya who ruled
about the first century A.D. According to records when
Govinda BaghavadPada visited Kashmir a king by name
Abhimanyu was the ruler there, and historians put bis
date at 40 a.D. Accordmﬂ to records of Sri Kamakoty
Mutt the thirteen Swamis who succeeded Adi Sankara
were in power for an average of 66 years and the other
53 for 30 years each. TIf the first figure is rejected and
30 years taken as the average period for each Swamiji
the computation agrees with the idea that Adi Sankara
lived in the first century a.p.

1t may be explained in this connection that the 30th
Swamiji at Kamakoty Mutt who according to its succes-
sion list was in power from a.D. 788to840 was Abhinava
Sankara. Mr. Sastriar argues that historians have commit
ted the mistake of confusing Abhinava Sankara with
Adi Snkara.

Mr. Sastriar's book which is of 82 pages is thought
provoking and very interesting readingicii i 5

Among other things it is interesting to note an effort
at determining Sri Vyasa’s time. Mr. Sastriar comput-
ing 1441 B.C. to be Parikshit’s era, and ‘therefore
puts Sri Vyasa's time as 3365 years from the present
He points ouf that this is borne out by Astronomical
calculations also,
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