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STUDY 1V. 187

Tides, the one running from the North.Weft, and

s the other from the South-Eaft; that they dafh

their roaring billows up to the clouds, and con-
vert the {eparating ftrait into an enormous mafs of
foam. The Orkneys liea little under the Latitude
of Berghen, and in the prolongation of the nor-
thern coaft of Norway, thar is, at the confluence
of the polar effufions and of their counter-cur-
Tents. Eow
L]

Other iflands of the Sea are in fimil®r pofitions?
as we could prove, did room permit. The channgl®
of Bahama, for example, Which rugs with fo much
rapidity to the North, between the Continent of
America and the Lucayo iflands, produces, round
thofe iflands, by it’s encountering the general Cur-
vent of that Sea, Tides the moft tumultuous, and
fimilar to thofe of the Orkneys.

Thefe counter-currents to the courfe of the At-
lantic Ocean produce, then, our European and
American Tides, which fet in to the North on the
coaft, while it’s general Current runs fouthward,
at leaft in the Summer time. I could adduce a
thoufand other obfervations refpeéiing the exift-
ence of thefe contrary Currents; but a fingle one,
more general than thofe which I have quoted, will
be fufficient for iy purpofe, both from it’s import-
ance and it’s duthenticity, being the firft of all thofe

which












STUDY 1V, 19t

Poles, the effefls of the Tides muft neceflarily be
oppofiee, like the caufes which produce them,

But I beg leave to fuggeft harmonic.s, between
the Ocean and the Poles, ftill more extenfive and
more firiking, At the Solftices the Tides are
lower than at any other feafor? of the year; and
thefe, likewife, are the feafons when there is moft
ice on the two Poles, and, confequerxly, leaft wa-
ter in the Sea. The reafon is obvious. The
Winter Solflice is, with refpect to us, the feafon .
of the greateft cold ; there is, accordingly, at that
time, on our Pole, and on cur Hemifphere; the
greateft poffible accumulation of ice. Tt is, in-
deed, at the South Pole, the Summer Solftice ;

~ but thete is little ice melted on this Pole, becaufe

the action of the greateft heat is not felt there, as
with us, but when the Earth has an acquired heat,
fuperadded to the actual heat of the Sun, which
takes place only in the fix weeks that follow the
Summer Solftice ; and thefe give us, likewife, in
our Summer, the hotteft feafon of the year, which
we call the Dog-Days.

At the Equinoxes, on the contrary, we have
the higheft Tides. And thele are precifely the
{eafons when there is theleaft ice at the two Poles,
and, of courfe, the greateft mafs of water in the

Qcean, At oﬁr autumnal Equinox, in September,
. the
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the greateft part of the icew of the North Pole,
which has undergone all the heats of Summer, is
melted, and théfe of the South Pole begin to dif-
folve. Itis farther remarkable, that the tidesat
our vernal Equinox, in March, rife higher than
thofe of September, becaufe it is the end of Sum-
mer to the South Péle, which contains much more
ice than qurs, and, confequently, fends to the
Ocean, a much greater mafs of water. And it
conta.ms more ice, becaufe the Sun is fix days lefs
m that I—Icrmfphcre than in ours. If I am afked,

Vhy the Sun dogs not communicate his light and
heat, in exaétly equal proportions, to both Poles?
1 thall leave it to the learned to aflign the canfe,
but fhall aferibe the regfon of it to the Divine
Goodnefs, which has been pleafed to beftow the
larger fhare of thefe blefiings, on that half of the
Globe which contains the greateft quantity of dry
land, and the greateft number of inhabitants.

1 fhall fay nothing of the intermittance of thefe

polar effufions, which produce, on our coaﬂs, WO
fluxes and two refluxes, necarly in the {ame time
that the Sun, making the circuit of the Globe,
over our Hemifphere, alternately heats two Conti-
nents and two Oceans, that is, in the fpace of
twenty-four hours, during which his influence twice
atts, and is twice fufpended, Neither thall 1
{peak ‘of their retardation, which s nearly three

quarters











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STUDY VI 3458

tries, l:glvpoﬁtwely forbids the re-produiion to
proceed; in order to preferve the pnm:twe {pecies,
which are of more general utility.

1t is eafy to difcern, in moft of her works, thefe
maternal condefcenfions, and, may 1 call them fo?
vegal provifions. They manifeft themfelves parti-
cularly in the productions of the garden. We find
them in thofe of our flowers which have a profu-
fion of coroile, as in the double rofe, which is not

reproduced by feeds, and which, for this reafon,«
certain Botanifts have dared to brandewith the
name of monfter, though it be the fineft of flowers,
in the eftimation of all perfons of tafte and fenfi-
bility. Naturalifts pretend, that it deviated from
the laws of Nature, becaufe it fcorned to conform
to their Syftems: as if the firft of laws, which go-
verns the World, had not for it’s object the hap-
pinefs of Man ! Bat if rofes, and other flowers,
which have a fuperabundance of corolle, are mon-
" fers, fruits which have a fuperabundance of pulpy
fleth, and fugary paftes, of no ufe toward the ex-~
panfion of their feeds, fuch as apples, pears, me-
lons, and fruits which have no feeds at all, as the
pine-apple, the banana, the bread-fruit, all thefe
uft likewife be monfters, The roots which be-
gome fo plump in our kitchen-gardens, and which
are converted into large balls, into fucculent
glands, into bulbs farinaceous, and of no et
toward


















