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“Tel. Address TEESI. MADURA
18—9—1948,

T. C. Srinivasa Ayyangar, B.A,, B.L,
Advocate.

My dear Raghavan,

I received your kind letter followed by your book -
‘which I was expecting for some time.

The subject of the memoir is very dear to us. While I
was reading the book, I was able to recall vividly our
associations with him (Pondithorai) in those days. his fine
‘presence, his accessibility to the poor and needy, his refined
and cultural manners, his readiness to help and encourage
‘promising young men and his unswearing attachment to his
friends. He was a scholar and patron of learning and arts.
“How well the movement he started took root, expanded and
‘has borne fruit to the great benefit of the Tamilnad, shows
his genius and foresight.

You have supplied a real want by the presentation of
the lives of the two benefactors father and son.

You have given me a place with you in the book.

I hope you will enlarge and publish a second edition
S00M.

It would be useful and interesting, if you write your
reminicenses. There were great persons connected with
literature and art in the generation which has almost passed
away. A new generation with a love and regard for the
older traditions but with a different outlook has arisen.
You have been in touch with both.

My health is not good but I shall retain my taste for
reading.

I hope you are doing well.

Hoping to meet you and with kind regards and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

(82.) T. C. SRINIVASAN



‘Ghe Hindu (2nd October 1948)
PATRONS OF TAMIL LETTERS

SENTAMIZH VALARTTA TEVARKAL : By Rao Saheb M. Raghava
Ayyangar (Published by T. G. Gopaul Pillai, Publishers, Teppakulam,
Tiruchirappalli,)

The author of this book is the {foremost among Tamil scholars who was
responsible to create a historical cutlook in the minds of Tamil students of
the present century. Many an English educated scholar cngaged in
research on South Indian History is indebted to him for one idea or
another. Rao Saheb Ayyangar himself admits in this book that heis
indebted to Panditturaittevar for his historical outlook, scholarship in
Tamil and his capacity to run the journal Sentamil, It is but befitting,
therefors, that he pays his debt of gratitude to bim by writing his life in
this book. According to the saving, ‘As is the father, so is the son,’
Pandtturaittevar inherited from his father many things—his schojarship
In tamil literature, love of music, learning to know more from scholars,
patronising them, ¢tc. Mr. Ayyangar is very appropriate in having chosen
to write the lives of both Ponnuchamittevar and his sen Panditturaittevar.
1t is the duty of Tamil scholars to bring out such books dealing with the
lives of patrons of Tamil learning in recent centuries,

* Ponnuchamittevar was an ardent student of Tamil literature from his
early days, easily composed verses in Tamil, worked very hard to establish
the validity of the adoption of his brother, Mutburamalinga Setupati, by
their widowed aunt, treated very leniently those who took ihe opposite
side, spent his time in the company of scholars in Tamil and music, had a
sound grip in the administration of the Slate and patronised many scholars.
His relation with Navalar clearly elucidates the independent aftitude of
scholars towards rich men and the comcillatory attitude of the patrons
towards scholars. He made arrangements for the publication of Tirukbural
‘with Parimelalakar urai, Tirukkovaiyarurai, Setupuranam, llakkanakkottu
lakkanavilakka-c-curavali and Tarukkacankirakam under the direct super-
vision of Navalar, His son Panditturaittevar feeling very scrry that



scholarship in Tamil was at its low ebb at Madura started there the
fourth Tamil Sangam, where a school was conducted under the headship
of the remowned Vidvan Tiru Narayana Ayyangar to teich Tamil
language and literature, the monthly journal, Sentamil was brought into
existence and a big library containing many volumes was established.
He spent large sums of money in enabling scholars to publish old works
like Purapporulvenbamalai, Manimekalai, etc.

The description of the incident is attractive, the style is Iucid, the
intfoduction of seven kurals is very apt and the footnotes are instructive.
Books of this type deserve to be prescribed inthigh schools so that students
may learn chaste modern style in Tamil. The statement © ivar en tantaiyar
avar in p. 75 may have been ivaratu makan i-n-nul aciniyan avan' Naluni
(p. 20), nirvattai (61}, virayam (61), may be ovvore nalam, nirvakattai
viyayam Poyinum (32, 29) may be dropped and pillai y-avarkalo (44, 10)
may be delated. The unitary nature of compond words is nmot observed
in certain places like kulap perumai {3), ulakiyal arivu (18) tamilu kalvi
{32) etc,

SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI.
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