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.. " APPRECIATION

Prof. A. Muthusivan, a deep scholar in
Tamil has intelligently applied the saner higher
fundamentals of English Criticism to Tamil
Literature, throwing a flood of light on new
truths he has discovered, in Tamil literary
criticism.

Prof. Bradley’s Conception of Shakes-
pearean tragedy has been quintessentially inter-
preted in Tamil by the anthor with adequate
1llustrations from Tamil classics; the critical
Tamil prose he employs, aptly and creatively
accommodates itself to the higher subtleties of
English eriticism.

He has discussed the philosophy of
Laughter in all its versatile alertness: Laughter
kindles life - or chokes Destiny’s freaks in Man's
frivolous oblivion.

The author’s higher interpretation of
Poetry is a critical masterpiece; it is lucid, apt,
richly illustrated, subtly drawn out from a
sublimer reality of Truth and Beauty and
Suffering 1n consonance with Art’s assurance
the treatment of the topie is superb.
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In ‘Asokavanam’, he has magnificently
discussed the epic poetic genius of Kamban in
a masterly manner ; the diction is racy, rippling
round the superb theme of Sorrow’s Shadow;
his Tamil prose hums round the poetic atmos-
phere of Asokavanam. Kamban kindles a storm
of Emotion which is triumphantly and artis-
tically released by our critic, the author.

As a critic who 1s keenly bent on develop-
ing critical literature in Tamil, his effort isa
marvellous triumph, deserving admiration from
the University and the discerning Tamil Publiec.

Besides ‘Asokavanam’, he has written
three more books which are really- a welcome
contribution to creative criticism in Tamil
literature. 7

8-12-47 V.R. M. Chettiar KARAIKUDI
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