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The dream of the past few generations of
- Scholars and Pundits,has just been partially realized.
Thr ough the cross obstinacy of the Pandara Sanna-
dhis of Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt, the great Bhashyam
- of Sivagnana Yogi was not allowed to see the light
of day. Great credit is therefore duetothepresent
publisher for the zeal and promptitude with which
he has brought out this edition. Portions of this Bash-
yam were scattered about here and there, but the
present publisher came upon a find which was a joy
~and at the same time a disappointment. In the
Cadjan Mss.  he came across, the Bhashyam for
the first five Sutras were eaten up by white ants ;
and the rest “vag found entire.  And this edition
contains the Bashyam of Sivagnana Yogi compris-
ing the introduction and commentary up to the
second Adhikarana of first Sutra, and other scatter-
ed portions and the commentary from the seventh to
the twelfth Sutras. For the remaining Sutras, Siva-
gnana Yogi’s smaller commentary is added. And
the publisher hopes to print the entire commentary,
if, in future, it should become available.

-1t rarely happens that a book possessing such
great merits is kept out so long*from becoming
available to the public. But it is a peculiar feature
of the Tamil people that they guard their sacred
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literary treasures most zealously. They would rather
see them perish before their own eyes than see them
in the hands of strangers and non-believers. This
we know to be very foolish, and has resulted in
incalculable loss to the old literature of this country.
This book, as it is, has been awaited for long by
pandits and laymen ; and we are sure, the portion
of the commentary now made available will satisfy
their highest expectations. Even Sivagnana Yogi’'s
small commentary far surpassed all other existing
commentaries on Sivagnanabodham ; and it is no
wonder that this Dravida Maha Bhashyam
as it has been called should be the repository of the
highest erudition and scholarship.

The publisher of this Volume has been kind
enough to ask us to write this introduction ; and it
is with great diffidence we proceed to do so. The
greatness of Sivagnana Yogi himself, and our short
acquaintance with his work would not enable us to
record a proper appreciation of him or of his work.
Those who have moved among Tamil scholars would
have noticed with what awe and respect they speak
of this great Scholar and Logician, Grammarian and
Poet, Commentator and Controversialist. He belong-
ed to a Saivite Mutt and was a militant Saivite, and yet
his great literary powers have won him the admira-
tion of the adherents of other faiths. There have been
great poets, or great grammarians, or great writers
on philosophy, but the merit of Sivagnana Yogi was
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in that he was great in all these different depart-
ments of learning; and what is much rarer he
brought a healthy independence and a very clear
and keen intellect in all his discussions and judg-
ments. Weseem to hear the hissing of his scalpel
when he proceeds to analyse and lay bare the
fallacies of his opponents ; and his criticism has
been merciless of ancient writers of his own ilk, held
in the highest veneration. We may also say that
his greatness was in no small measure due to his
Sanscrit Scholarship. We will attempt here however
a short life of Sivagnana Yogi and his works,
Before we do so we will refer our readers to the
-introduction to our edition of the English translation
of Swagnana Bhodam with the commentar y of
Meikanda Deva, for a full account of this work and
Meikanda Deva and his followers. Anda brief
summary of it, however, will not be out of place here.
The original text of Sivagnana Bhodam consists of
12 anushtup slokas in Sanscrit which is said to form
patt of Rourava agama. This was translated into
Tamilby Meikanda Deva of Tiruvennai Nallur whose
time we have fixed as about the beginning of the
15th centuary. He added his commentary in prose
and verse called Varthikam; each sutra is divided
into several adhikaranas or ar guments and each
argument is embellished by an illustration in verse,
His greatest disciple was Arul Nanthi Sivachariar
and his great work Sivagnana Siddhiar ‘elaborates,
in verse in detail Meikanda Deava’s work. His dis-
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ciple was Maraignana Sambanthar and his great
disciple was the great Umapathi Sivachariar. His work
Sivaprakasam is the third largest work on the Saiva
Philosophy. Thesefour acharyas areregarded as San-
tana acharyas, teachers who belonged to the original
succession from the great Nandi, the first Teacher
of Truth. These and others have composed among
themselves fourteen works, and they are called the
Siddhanta Sastras; and these works have dominated
the langrage and thought of the Tamil people for
the last six-hundred years orso. Sivagara Yogiof
Suryanar Kovil Mutt had composed a great com-
mentary in Sanscrit on Sivagnana Bodha and a
commentary in Tamil on Sivagnana Siddhiar. There
are several other commentaries on the latter work
but none comes up to the level of Sivagnana Yogi’s
commentary for clearness of exposition. Sivagnana
Yogi had composed a small commentary on Siva-
gnana Bhoda, and a big commentary called the
Dravida Mahabhashya portions of which are now
. offered to the public.

In English, Rev. Mr.Hoisington of the Ceylon
Mission translated both Meikanda Deva’s Sivagnana
Bhodam and Umapathi Sivachariar’s Sivaprakasam
more than fifty years ago and which were published
in the transactions of the American Oriental Society.
Father Graul had published in German a translation
of Sivagnana Siddhiar. And in 1895, we publised

~our English Translation of Sivagnana Bhodam and
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in the year following that of Tiruvarutpayan or
Light of Grace of Umapathi Sivacharya. In 1897
commenced the translation of Sivagnana Siddhiar
in the pages of the Siddhanta Deepika or Light of
Truth, a Madras Journal in English devoted to
Tamil Literature and philosophy and it has been
completed. Six volumes of the Siddhanta Deepika
“have been published and the seventh is running its
course. In these volumes, the great Bhashya of
Nelakanta Sivachariar on the Vedanta Sutras have
been completed, translations of various other works
from Tamil and Sanscrit have also beén published,
together with large number of original articles on
the Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. These works to-
gether with translations of the sacred Kural, Nala-
diyar and St. Manicka Vachakar’s Tiravachakam
from the only bibliography in English on the sub-
Ject of south Indian Philosophy and ethics. In his in-
troduction to the six systems of Indian Philosophy
the late professor Max Muller, after pointing out the
mmportance of texts and translations of this nature
of any information that can throw light on the
chronology of Indian Philosophy, and the most
valuable service that the Light of Truth was doing,
stated as follows:—

“Nor should their labours be restricted to Sanscrit
Texts.  In the south of India there exists a philosophical
literature which though it may show clear traces of sanserit
influence contains also original indigenous elements of great
beauty and of great importance for historical purposes.
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Unfortunai;ely few scholars only have taken up as yet to the
study of the Dravidian language and literature. Young
students who complain that there is nothing left to do in
Sanskrit Literature, would, I believe, find their labours amply
rewarded in that field.
It rarely happens that honours come in the way
of Tamil Scholars and it is a happy sign that our
-Government should have chosen this time to honour
with the title of Maha Mahopadhayaya, Pundit V.
Swaminathayyar; and it is a matter for rejoicing
that the great scholar and statesman the Right -
Homnorable John Morley should have spoken in such
high terms of the labours of the Reverend Doctor
G. U. Pope in the cause of Tamil. These shoud be
incentives to the study of Tamil Literature and
philosophy and we hope to see a large number of
our Indian students taking up this study with
greater ardour and benefit.

Sivagnana Yogi was born of a Saiva-Vellala
family in the village of Vikrama Singapuram near the
famous Papanasam falls in the Tinnevelly District
about 130 years ago. His original name was Mulkka-
lalingar. ~ His parents were Ananda Kittar and Mayi-
lammai. The boy was put to school and was making
very good progress. It happened that some of the
disciples of the Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt went on a
piligrimage and halted in this village. The bhoy met
them and invited them for meals to his house, and
in the absence of the father, Mailammai received them
with great pleasure and entertained them. The boy
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composed a verse appreciative of his mother’s kind-
ness. When Ananda Kittar returned home, the boy
preferred a request that he should be allowed to 2o
with these ascetics and enter the mutt for his educa-
tion. The father consented to this with great reluct-
ance not wishing to stand in the way of his son’s
education. Meikkalalingam reached Tiruvavaduthurai
in due time, and was received with pleasure by the
Head of the mutt and his education was entrusted to
the care of Velappa Desikar who was famous for his
learning and holiness, and held in consequence the
Chinna pattam. In his Kanchipuranam, Sivagnana -
yogi praises his Acharya in the following verse;

aqa@aaCsr’ uB@Qurmes wetsws S
v sGuap Pueysriy
@wu'ﬁ'manmug' cusosliay dpsapap
Curgigpenp Serris $C 555
waaps 5 eweref@uwpd of & g&
AaCurs s supsFrrQuer
Qewalasryw es@srare. Qaeiu

Qs8R sty ar Qearef Qeilimib.

That he mastered soon all that he could learn
from his teacher in Tamil Literature and philosophy
goes without saying. He was duly initiated and
received the name of Sivagnana Swami and became
an ascetic disciple of this mutt. His earliest efforts
in literature would seem to be his commentary on the
introduction to Tolkappiyam, the greatest and most
ancient work on Grammar and Rhetoric, as also on the
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- first sutram, Tolkappiyam, had already been commented
on by such masters as llampuranar, Senavarayarand
the great Nachinarkiniyar, and the Yogi's essay was a
running comment and critical discussionof someof the
points of differenceand what he considered as mistakes
in these great commentaries. He also revised and
corrected the Virutti on Nannul by Sankara-
namachivaya Pulavar. Among the Tamil people,
a scholar’s merits are in proportion to his high
proficiency in Grammar, and these works would have
raised him at once in the estimation of the literate
of that day. His short ‘commentary on Sivagnana-
bhodam must have followed these grammatical com-
position.  His reputation must have spread by this
time and he left the mutt for preaching and lecturing
in and about Conjeeveram and Madras. Near Madras
is a village called Thottikalai and there was a Muda-
liar who was a great patron of arts and literature at
the time. Among the descendants of this Mudaliar
was the Iate Professor Ranganadham. Our Yogi
secured him as his patron and friend, and omne Thotti-
kalai Subramania Mudaliar became his pupil also. The
Yogi having expressed his desire to master the Sans-
crit language, the Mudaliar with great. difficulty and
expense procured’ him suitable teachers from Tiru-
vottiynr and’ Conjeeveram. He possessed an extra-
ordinary memory.. He would simply sit and listen to
what the Brahmin teachers would read and expound
before Himm: and’ the whole was committed to his
memory.. He soon made himself proficient in Tarka:
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and Agama Shastras, in'the works of Sri Nilakanta

Sivacharya, \Haradatta,, Appayya Dikshitar and others
- The results of his studies were his translations in.
Tamil of Tarka Sangraha and ~Annabhattiyam, of
Siddhanta Prakasika of Sarvatma Sambhu Sivachariar,
Sivatavavivekam of Appaya Dikshitar and of a
tamous sloka of Haradatta. All these studies and
works had a clear object and this was to culminate
in his great undertaking of the Dravida Mahabhashya.
While with his patron in Thottikalai, and at his.
request he composed Kalasai Sengalanir Vinayas
ga PillaiTamil in praise of God Ganesa in Thotti=
kalai Temple. The date of this composition is given
as Saka year 1647, Kara, Kumbha 27 Revati, Friday
Purvapaksha-2 ; in an appended verse corresponding
to 1724. It was on this occasion his patron presented
him a large plate full of gold mohurs which he took
and at once distributed to the poor present on the
occasion—an incident which illustrates how he was
great in heart as he was in intellect. His Kalasai Pathi-
trupattandi was in praise of Thotti kalai Isvara. In it
occurs the verse,

“Balbar gy Qurfaows Qsrigw s reorsr
Q&g evaigye. @mﬁos
Ya@® sy Cuss aaCey
L BB w5 e ams Qaer ey
e aamwle & 50 Qurm2er sour
apw@rr Orarue Qs Quirsr
QaQarers s f) s 51 wwler & 5Car

@ par 8 %05 ven zwirawrt_ens Qu.?
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“ Parama Purusha dwelling in Kalasai! if you

give me up as the sinner associating himself with

those fools who won’t believe in the incomparable Text

of the Upanishad which says, “If even the worst
” dwell at once
with him, have loving speech with him, and sit near.

and eat with him, ” I have no other refuge. ”

This Text of the Upanishad is guite quoted by Sri
Nilakanta Sivachariar in his Vedanta sutra Bhashya.
But it is strange enough that the published editions
do not: contain this text. Perhaps it was left out as
it would make the Upanishadtoo sectarian !

Kulattur Pathitrupatthanthathi, Amuda mbigai Pillai-
Tamil were .composed in praise of the God and

Goddess of the Temple .of Kulattur near Madras.

B

His Mudumozhi Venba was addressed to the same God
but it is an ethical work. The last two lines are a verse
of the Sacred Kural and the first two lines contain
an 111!1%’[1"&1:1\/8 story of the principle from the Pura

. nas and other works. Under ST QITPF I, We

find, :
ZiQsralanm Quirar mebr g @gua; & Quietr Qe i 6
Q’;nna?svm;unm @ e uT\s(gIT'W,' CerRusr—Ramr P
BET(UPF @n(_/ sHsevar wr & B

USRI (DS DS D YNNG, _
Under aurer® p:iy- oceurs the following:—

Qrus u&@&g?mvu_rmr Brni B5 ens gori s ser
o GoLy_C?u:a) abgw&mr Qenlwer—a AT EIET D
e gaullran®r gHET ’)?u.f"b?'m)&m

QTG LD @I LD EET @g,., GoT.
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Under sovaf and savewranin we find,

- sbuBgE srarer urpEETQLID eritsal u
HwIMa) eyeroragicy CorQuer—mnibLs
e aliug s%Eam 19 wWararls L ge
K% §C 5 yevaur Qsrife.

Quigs ,@(/5 aereraE i Qe pwikgni sSeSEeE
GG sens S sni sripsgri CerQuwer—ayiis s Muler
Cuplmégr rrlayw &oarsri -8 pis ms gm
& pp 12T g Sevr Lur®,

He composed a centum of verses in. praise of
the God in Tirumullaivayal near Madras.

_ Conjeeveram was the scene of his labours next
“and where he acquired two distinguished pupils in
the person of Kachiappa. Mudaliar and Saravana
Bhaktar.  While he composed the part of Kanchi-

puranam, the Second part was finished by his pupil
- Kachiapppa.

He composed also his Kanchi Ananda Rudresar
Pathilam, Anandalalippu and Andadi. Al these works
arve distingaished by what Pandits, call @#r5xaa
and @uraswamas, (choice wordsand words full of
meaning.) They are full of rhythm and the dietion
1s clear and easy. What is most remarkable about
these verses are however the highest philosophical
“trath which he hag introduced into each.  Evenin
‘his Nattupadalam  and A/Yagampa.«l'a/(,zm., he embellishes
with his similies horrowed from philosophy.
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CursCuarst uar@L yoalw walsrd Fisgw

ar s%T arégwr Qurer wep Quuer wrdsSitas
srge Qeligenpb yares wrésesn sawrm Q6gse
Corgaswrns Qarever man@sfl sapmwrQ s,

(Even after rains ceased the drippings from
trees did not cease as the Vasanamala submits ev en

after the destruction of Anavamala by the att: unmg
of gnana).

o8l prpals sravr CanQa ms Qarys
Grsl unlemalil Qarswrié &85 Qzrpmb
gode ue afly eysr resflawwl Qegerm wryb
ueue wsalBpH demadl u grv Curey.

(As different religionslead us ultimately to the
same true path, as so many roads join near a great

city, so did the various streams join the River
Palar).

@ e i D gzrbéhqé'_ Qgramen aerwel srl Qi swsar
Ao ams HCugy Basn Qaerevsr rar@mp

Qo8 8i sar pouCasflp uma s 5155 Efadw Sarm

S v &0 ® Quraryar oy sajwurel.

(The people of Thondainadu will not even in
their extreme poverty lack the power to give to the
needy, even though they have to sacrifice themselves.
So will the River Palar feed the multitude out of its
springs even in the height of hot weather).

Among his controversial essays may be mention-
ed his Ilakkana Vilakka Churavali; and his reputation:
of Siva Sama Vadam on tho word “ar®sm”
occurring in a verse of Siddhiar. His criticism of



the first verse of Kamban’s Reniayata and his owtl
answers there exemplify his remdrkable versatild
genius,

His magnum opus was of course hig great com-
mentary on Sivagnina Bhodam and all his rare eru-
dition and skill as a dialectism &re fully brought
to bear on this work: and we will nictice its contents
separately.

After a life of great usefulness and holiness, he
was freed of his mortal coils in chaitra of Visvavasu
just 121 years ago. And the following verse records
this event.

weran ofsar aseme @uiw S
yareflrad srlus@evr gmulleduis—wuesr gyw
Brarar Qaralsrar Raggrear Cgaet
SrQuafl tr@ Gerw.

J. M. NALLASAMY PILLAY,
District Mu.nsif‘t', Salem.
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