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PREFACE

The paths of Karma and Bhakti chalked out in the
Vedas and the ways of Charya, Kriya and Yoga marked off
in the Saiva Agamas are various, suited as they are to the
different stages of spiritual maturity of the persons striving
for realization. But the substance realized by following the
path of Jnana must be one and the same in the true ex-
perience of all the great souls who have attained the fourth
or tivra-tara stage of Saktinipata, thatis, the fullest descent
of -the Grace of God. Hence the unanimity in what the
Santanacharyas, the line of holy preceptors, and the
Samayacharyas, the noble singers of the sublime songs, have
proclaimed about the condition of the soul in final liberation.

The doctrine of Mukti conclusively ascertained by the
great Saiva Siddhantins is stated clearly in the Sivajnana
Siddhiyar as follows:—'"As magnet attracts iron, so does
God draw the soul to Himself. Just as fire transforms iron,
so does He chance the soul into His own form. As the fire
burns away the dross, so does He destroy the mala in the
soul. Assalt dissolves in water and gives its properties to
it, so does God unite with the soul through and through and
" endow it with His qualities. As the alchemist’s stone removes
" the dirt from copper and transmutes it into gold, while never
manifesting any quality of the gold in itself, so does God
subject and control, transmute and transcend the soul. He
remains united with the soul as indistinguishably and in such
supreme sweetness as the taste in a blend of syrup, honey,
milk, fruit-juice and candy”—Through - these analogies and
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illustrations an attempt is made to express the inexpressible,
namely, Siva-bhoga. At the same time objections of the
opponents are met and their opinions are refuted. This idea
of Mukti includes the seven stages in the process of libera-
tion as given in the Matanga Agama. It comprises the five
states of pure wakefulness when the soul is made changeless,
of pure drowsiness when it is transformed into God's own
form, of pure sleep when itis made equal to Himself, of
pure abstraction when it is completely subjugated, and of
pure oblivion when it is placed in perfect enjoyment of
supreme bliss. Initis also comprehended the ascent of the
soul through Siva.rupa, Siva-darsana and Siva-yoga to the
final bliss or Siva-bhoga. Such in brief is the conception of
Bliss according to the Saiva Siddhantin who bases his
authority on the Vedas, the Agamas, the experiencss of the
holy teachers and the sacred words of the saintly hymno-
logists.

Saint Guru Jnana Sambandha Desika, the founder of
the Dharmapuram Mutt gave fresh utterance to this concep-
tion in his book called Mukti-nischayam taking opportunity
of an occasion when he had to discuss the matter with a
certain Kankatti Maraijnana Pandaram, an Atmanandavadia.
His purpose in writing this book was that the teachers of
Saiva Mutts who came after the great religious teachers to
preserve and propogate the Saiva religion might not come to
have differences of opinion regarding final liberation or fall
into conflict with one another,

Two points are crucial inthe conception of Mukti stated
above, and differences of opinion exist about them. One is
regarding the nature of anar;da that is experienced and the
other is regarding the nature of the equality with the
Supreme Being. There are two important schools of thought
which hold views different from those of the Saiva Siddhantin
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One is the atmanandavada which says that the ananda
experienced by the soul is a quality of the soul itself ; it is
inherent in the soul; it is an atma-guna hidden by the malas
and becoming appareut after their removal. The author of
Mukti-nischayam examines this position in seventeen of the
twenty-two stanzas which the book contains and concludes
that the ananda is the quality of God. His arguments may
be summarized thus. The very authorities, namely, the Vedas
and Agamas, on which the Atmanandavadin reliss, do not
-admit that the soul has any quality of ananda in its nature.
If there be any passage where such a statement is made, it
is a figurative, not a literal usage, to denote, by some kind of
metonymy, the thoroughly indistinguishable condition in
which the soul and the Supreme Being stand. Suppose that
this ananda is merely the qualily of the soul, where is the
charm in one loving oneself and trying to enjoy oneself ?
What a waste it is to perform severe austerities through
many lives if it simply ends in the perception of the Ego ?
If the joy were a quality of the soul, then how can there be
all the travail of births and dsaths? When one has a
circumstantial perception that one is feeling the joy, one is
certainly .not in a condition of liberation ; one is still in
bondage. Joy is of two kinds, worldly joy and supreme bliss.
The former is simply the fruit of some subtle form of
Karma. The joy that is experienced without any idea of
the perceiver, the perceived and perception, as during
Samadhi, is the form of God dwelling in the soul and
illuminating it. The nature of the soul is like that of a
crystal.

The other school of thought, called Sivasamavada, holds
that in Mukti the soul becomes absolutely equal to the
‘Supreme Being. If the Sivasamavadin says that both are
Sat, Chit and Ananda and therefore they are equal, it has
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been shown that ananda is mnot a quality of the soul. If he-
admits this conclusion and proceeds to say that God is only
Sat and Chit like the soul and therefore they are equal, he is
going againstall sacred authority which maintains that God is.
ananda. Even if it is admitted for the sake of argument that
both God and the soul are forms only of Sat and Chit, his
position that both are therefore equal cannot be maintained.
The eye and the sun are both forms of light. They are not
equal at all on that account. The appearance of equality
is due to the thorough union of the Supreme Being with.
the crystal-like soul.

If either of them holds that the removal of tre malas is
itself Mukti, they are not to be considered Saiva Sid-
dhantins.

The author concludes by stating that Mukti is the con-
dition of the soul when, with its impurity removed, it
experiences the swelling flood of Sivananda and becomes.
indistinguishably united with the Supreme Being.

There are two commentaries on this work written by
Sri Velliambala Tampiran, one of the munivars of the
Mutt, a contemporary and teacher of Sri Sivaprakasa
Swamigal the author of Prabhulinga-leela, One of them
is very elaborate. A briefer exposition based on the elaborate
commentary is also extant. This latter has been carefully
revised and edited by M. R. Ry. Swaminatha Pandithar
Avergal; Vidva Sikamani of the Dharmapuram Mutt. This.
commentary has been brought out after careful comparison.
with the original manuscripts in the poseession of the holy
Mutt, and also in the hands of M. R. Ry. Vidvan Sadasiva
Mudaliar Avergal, Shiyali; afd my father Vidva Sikamani
M. R. Ry. P. A. Muthuthandavaraya Pillai Avl. of the
Dharmapuram Mutt. I am thankful to Messrs C. K. Subra-
mania Mudaliar Avl. B. A, of Coimbatore and K. Subra-
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mania Pillai Avl. M.A. M.L., of Tinnevelly for their valuable
suggestions and toa M. R. Ry., Vidvan S. Kannuswami Pillai
Avl. B. A, of Shiyali for his help in correcting the proofs
and seeing the book through the press.

May Sivajnana be the heritage of the whole world is the
solicitous thought that prompts His Holiness Sri La Sri
Subramanya Desika Paramacharya Swamigal * the Adhina-
kartha of the Dharmapuram Mutt, twenty third in descent
from the author of Mukti-Nischayam, to bring to light many
a rare and important work treasured in the archives of the

Mutt. g
“ Sing Ye of Kudal- Alavai of the Lord with the

victorious bull.
Desire after it in your hearts and live
in felicity ”

‘Shiyali }
2-5-1932. P. M. SOMASUNDARAN.

* His Holiness has since attained Mukthi on the 26.6-33. Hallowed

" be his name ! His successor Sri la sri Shanmuka Desika Paramacharya

- Swamigal, twenty-fourth in decent, evinces the same keen interest in

the advancement ofSaiva Siddhanta Philosophy.May he live long and
.carry out the cherished desires of his predecessor !
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2. What conclusions the good and worthy Santanacha-
ryas and Samayacharyas who checked the growth of other
religions and spread their own, arrived at regarding Mukti

as proclaimed in the Saiva authorities of the past, that Mukti
we proceed to define and determine.
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3. If you say that according to these authorities and
-others, the Mukti is the attainment of the ananda that is in
the nature of the atman itself, your position is a figment
:refutqd by the very authorities on which you rely.
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4. If yon say that just as Siva enjoys the ananda by
‘his sakti, so does the soul enjoy the desired ananda by its
sakti, it, when the r_nala is removed by Siva, cannot be; for
~when the bonds separate, the soul standsin advaitic union
with Siva’s ananda that comes to it.
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5. You say that limited joy and supreme bliss are both
qualities of the soul. Wordly joy is a form of Karma.
Supreme bliss is Siva's form. Your nature is that of a
crystal.
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Wk 6,0 Yoﬁ"’say’ that the eh’jo’yer'ahd. the enjoyment “are
“both yourself and: that God resides within you. How do you
-perceive His presence other than through the feelmg of joy?
If you say that you are the perceiver and He dwells in
-you,, makmg you feel the ]oy, that is merely an mference and
you do not reallse otherwise.
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7. Isitright that you should set aside what the Vedas
and Agamas declare to be Mukti and should say that you are
yourself the ananda!? If itis so, fool, you are ignorant qf

the fact that you are the enjoyer and, ananda.is what 1s
enJoyed or got by you,

0. 26T ERHONE BTy UL CITCHL_CL6 wpsSPeussr

| sOTERIGaR BRI G55 55585 —pataT T
‘agdeuct Gmpp Grams mGLo 5rrezszsran§§2]m
(:un_a, mmmg‘emu?u (Eurrgj B Ea

' *QaeCail pan ugj, ST & o /rLcﬂ U6 “coyr/zﬂtq@ s1Cuon
/sng)lm?sﬂ whessPanis dpdslenp, IPuys s1@wr £ Quicsr
a1 Quunior Qeor@u Mariin grisé. Qe Puyio @un@mz@ B eor %t wieor
& Qefunds Qurgensr GugnCuiep, Qs lflar Qupeps odsr
Agsr aflardBar alevier QuarssrQuw,” s % Qurmair: W&, #.



@5@@, cg/m@a/,e;/resw/wagm 985 P55 U S @uTesr ap
057@1@ c16f Fruy mrmpa,m &d Oaroor@Aur Qarpmp
Qi @wnﬁ:u/r @b caz/mam_/ (@u./uu@ @wma‘%mgmrse@m
@ca;am/wgy < . BT

(@ - . ) E_Gurg_@m/mesm@ @@uuc,, o (_pa;,@@&l_
Cr_er—(BaorCrury PG mperr s @evr i r@@r@mwrw’ﬂtrm
(@ g5t assit @wmymmummwﬁm,c@/g) f%’@u_/u_//r&aﬁ’m,)
lﬁm%ur&,&frﬁ?m ST 19. (HLILL 51 @(&,@mmy ; (@Gaﬂ
&1 &I 15 (15 S (y)&(f;wuwﬂm) — Baerr goor &@auw
&1 @)(KES G 58S 5 a—@@@@mﬁmguurm@@ 9y
@95@@uu@5 w38 ; (s & D& Griresrio” LLI/f@«E&'PGJl)
rpe SwarGp Cograwmsele o duerod ; 9S8 g s
ysEuSes mpud eaub, B g Bujior o & GID);— (LPGIT 9 BGHIT
‘@@ Faueir Qarppi gar aub @ sraur erer.gh Gt gib
BERurs wps 52w —6 Srevevr Giflwir (mm‘?,@sur IEIFCPSMHT
PR Qumrs) Qurésdu Reverr 5 @G, arp ,r_mo GREOTED [
@ sramuQrearés & DT SN ST @30T T eDa BCuirs
wpsalor ; (@afl wmpar SR UITUIN &), 6T~ 1.

©_ 6o @U(IHULD GTEHT 0.5 e wQFErenU G s, Giram§e
* Corésmue. Cora@se. @mss FLor G560 @ 5 g,
gernn agicap, Qe CLer GréssE iy T ¢ Qo
G 5C 5 paur afemir Qe Qreir ’ crarugwa. . Reuer

“ worr a4 gevr Eriflenws. Har goimasG éa&r@@éses(aﬁé
&4 ereor i & & & au_(aa; sisrrw Gren®n Cgpmpupbd
-Gf A%vuyp. a;amq @;}; @nm@m m@@&lrd) @9@6&;/1‘

* Crréemom Gmna&m}—umssw@@ Crréshr 5 whrears
& 5T @) OV G’mrra;a;eu. Tt Bsiurgpinwet dBenendy - Qs. &.
(G2 @



aps B HaEwER p pieog &

LTiI8 &1 G2 61657 i O (15 oBLor b, 9y 18 GHT— &5 ST @)
srflur swurgrflur g&@arr Opr erew ferCepr. g5
s—apa@lip Cumpses Qered guge. e gub Qursh 614,
ug *“arphagyd ewun ’ Curads srosweriflCuirs
Frowrd slerp . Curgb—e ewrra). @0Cur s wms sl
6160 .51 @K LIGE) @aw.'qas@g.. o Qoraruger serafer
G"v@au.'l Baupd pflaru@w wpsH 0 wer pelar, .=0/G)!,6;Dll<ﬂ'§$c@
wand BeDEoNT GUD SYGTLOTST & au/r,@as@ @aruBuw emus
0T &6l gy enss muar Bapravowr g gyaeh gilarsr
srips gaGerer o @rm@art Ga GLesr srer@pr.

@& sar QerdduarGmQasfiar, gearw Qsrey
LGS ST WE 1psBuwel perajn P Erenusenss
sra Qo wpsfh Querein Qeagrawmaesn 6 srevar
Gflwurserr@w #bgreysrflwr upgsedQuirpd s Hisorer,
GaarCup pp Quoresr pQ@u saig. 16 B Cavain @Qoesr 1
YeToreTEE airBe@L QurBEs eurmpib.

8. Ah!Is it Mukti to remain in enjoyment or perception:
of yourself ? Mukti, it is perception and enjoyment of Siva’s
form. Have you. forgotten the words of the wise that as
enjoyment in Mukti they perceive only the form of Siva?
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"9, O spotless Ope, for the foolish, who have not been
able to perceive Thy feet, even after the binding malas have
been removed, all the austeritjes they had performed to per-
ceive the Lord have come to naught and been in vain.
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+-10.  What iniquity is this that you style yourself and.
your quality the Satchidananda, which becomes manifest.
only when the ego has been lost. O you in bendage, if you.
continue to say, I, I, even after the attainment of divine:
wisdom, surely youhave not realized Mukti and your bondage:
has not been removed '
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11. You say, that there is, besides the effulgence of the
supreme joy, a joy that springs in your intelligence. This
is utterly false. The joy that springs is Sivam. The soul is
the perceiver. If there is aught else, what can it be except
the bond ?
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12. If you say that the soulhas the quality of joy in
it just as God has, why should it tavke countless births and
deaths ? Though both be forms of light, can the light of the
eye, if it has light similar to that of the Sun, dispel darkness
like the hght of the Sun? Have you heard of this? If not,
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13. Hear you, Ohl fool, who call that supreme joy
which removes the malas that hide the unique joy, Siva's
form, from being perceived, as your quality, simply because
it springs in you. It appearslike your qualily because it
stands one with you. Are the glow and warmth the gualities
of the from ? ‘They are the qualities of the fire
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14. Come on, you, devilish one ! that shamelessly called
your quality as the Sivam, who dispels the malas and who

stands- as theejoy in your intelligence. Where is any refuge
for you? You are the (descendant) son of that Mayavadin.
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15. When the anava that without beginning had remain-
ed inseparably with the soul has left it by God's grace, Siva
comes and unites with it in the form of joy. You do not
call it Slvabhoga, but call it your own joyv. We know who
you are. You are the one who says that Mukti <onsists in the
removal of the malas.
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16. If ever the Brahmagita, his own authority, the Upa-
nishada and the Saiva Agamas say that the soul has got joy in
it, it does not mean that the joy is inherent in the soul. It
means that the joy is of the Supreme Being that standsin
advaitic relation with the soul.
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17. That the Jivanmuktas enjoy Sivasaktis sounds
so wicked ; it is a great sin, you say. You know not the use
of a figure of speech. It is like the child enjoying milk from
the mother’s breast.
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18, That the Jnanamuktas enjoy Sivasakti, sounds so
wicked ; it is a greatsin, you say. They realise Sivasakti first

and then by grace dwell enjoying the Lord who is eat chit
and-ananda.
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19. It has been established till now in many ways that
the soul is only sat and chit, and its quality is not ananda.
And hereby is refuted Sivasamavada as well which asserts

complete equality of the soul which is only sat and chit with
the Sivam which is sat, chit and ananda.
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20. Admitting that the soul has no quality of ananda in
it, Sivam also has no ananda; it is only sat and chit, hénce
Siva ands the saul are completely equal in mukti—you say.
But the Vedas and the Agamas do not admit that Sivam is
not ananda. And there can be then no meaning in many
stages of the Dasakaryam ; there can be no talk of Mukti or
union.
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21. Tf you &till hold that Mukti is equality of the soul
and Sivam, it is not Mukti according to Suddha Advaita
Saiva Siddhanta. It may be one of the several forms of

Saiva religion, which are true only up to a certain extent
which are found in other religions.
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22. Know this clearly, that Siddhanta Mukti is the
condition of the soul, when, with its impurity removed, it
experiences the swelling flood of Sivananda and becomes
united and identified with the Supreme according to the
Saiva Agamas revealed by Him, with the spreading matted
hair, aderned with clusters of blossoms from which the
nectar flows.
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GLOSSARY
Mukti + Bliss, Liberation.
Sat . Reality, That which exists through all times.
Chit: Intelligence.
Ananda: Supreme felicity.
Sakti: Energy, Grace.
Mala : Bond.

Anava : Matter which is externally encasting the soul and
lasting till its final liberation.

Jivan Mukti : Perfected souls who have attained final
deliverance whilst yet in this life-

Dasa-Karya The ten spritual experiences of the soul in its
path towards final deliverance.
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