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The happy condition of the subjects, the beaufiful towers
and magnificent halls, the perfect order and harmony
prevalent everywhere, the high esteem in which *the
learned were held—all these had made Chandragupta’s
retgn a never-to-be-forgotten event in the long story of
this wonderful land. Above all the contemporaries Rak-
shasn and Chanakya who were rival ministers, each
setting his intellect against the other’s, contributed a
lion’s share to the glory of that reign. The basis of this
story is the famous Sanskrit drama, Mudrarakshasam—a
drama in which™ the feud between the two intellectual
rivals is depicted with striking effect. Many of the details
have been omitted and only the links which are absolutely
necessary for the continuity of the story have been
maintained. The author has had to condense the material
in some places so as to keep the size of the book within
the present limits. I hope that our pandit will one of
these days publish a good translation of the original
Sanskrit drama in full.

As to the question when the incidents set forth in’
this work took place there seem to be slight differences
of opinion among the historians themselves; but I believe
it will not be for wrong to say that the reign of Chandra-
guptu can be fixed at about the end of the fourth century
B.C.

I congratulate the author on this production of his
and hope that it will be useful to the schoolgoing popula.
tion. The language is certainly commendable and the
ideas are expressed clearly and tersely. I look forward
to more of such publications from the pen of my friend,
the author.

Trivandrum,
% R. SRINIVASAN, M.a.

11th September, 1921.
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