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*|In the eleventh century A. D. the great Chola King
Raja Raja | of Tanjore built a beautiful Siva Temple in his own
name and instituted in it a dramatic troupe who had to enact
regularly every year the drama called Raja Raja Nataka, which
indeed, as its name indicates, must have been a story celebrating
the heroic deeds of the great Chola Emperor .. ...
..... The evidence demonstrates that dramatic per-
formance relating to the life history of such personages form
part of the worship rendered to them at every stage that we
have described. Thus the Chola Emperor Raja Raja, built a
temple nominally to the hero God-Siva but in reality to himself
since he instituted in it a dramatic performance in his own honour
to be performed by a troupe of actors maintained for the
purpose.’’’
WILLIAM RIDGEWAY
* Dramas & Dramatic Dances of Non-European
Races”” (1915), pp 204 and 209
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