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NOTES.
: ——

Nortk 1, Page 6, Line 15.
Where kings, whose will no civic charters awe, &e.

UProN the principle that a decrepit old lion ought to be
safer company than a young one, man’s existence should be
mdre endurable under a settled than under an incipient
tyranny. For as, in the one case, satiety and security beget
slumber, so in the other does the constant urtica of oppo-
sition create jealousy and strife; from which, encroachment

(and sometimes violent aggression) upon popular rights, seem
the invariable consequence. Of this, England at least af-
fords a lamentable illustration. For here the force of public
opinion, adverse to the ministers of the day, is ‘by them as-
signed as an excuse for permanently subverting the old equi-
librium of the three estates. These men complain that public
opinion is foo strong for them, instead of acknowledging that
they and their actions are oo weak for it. Tnstead of making
this public monitor the guide of their conduct, they are con-
stantly busied in entrenching themselves against it, by what
they callthe counterpoise of influence; gand truly, so far this
strengthening of their hands has actually countérbalanced
the weakness of their understandings, that they have atlast
bought the country with its own money, and will probably
continue to govern it in spite of the people. That ambition
should act this part was natural enough, butthat common
prudence should not have deterred public men from avowing
a principle little short of ruling England by brute force, is
wonderful indeed.
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NotE 2, Page 6, Line 33.
) ——to this England owes
Her proudest trophies o'er her mightiest foes.

Among the leading causes ofsuperiority in the British
people ‘are; 1. Commerce, which teaches men that
honesty is policy. 2. Our public sehools, where they learn
to despise pain, and to fight (when necessary) in a particular
mode which, added to other gymnastic exercises, endows
them with the free use of their limbs and a steady eye. The
result of this is constancy, or what the soldiers call steadi-
ness, which makes us conquer when, as the French tell us,
<« we ought to have been beaten.” That people, not ayerse
to depreciate qualities in which they are not themselves pre-
eminent, and who do not see what business we have with
this awkward one in particular, ascribe it to want of quick
circulation of the blood, or other deficiencies in the idiosyn-
crasy of the animal.

Notk 3, Page 8, Line 68.
And oftener speak their interest than their thought.

This of course can only apply to the salaried side of the
House, and can have no reference to those who have steadily
supported the people’s rights, and to whose resistance of
the corrupt temptations of ambition, wealth, and court fa-
vour, we are perhaps indebted for the preservatiqn of such
liberties as still remain to us ; yet, from the uncharitable com-

plexion of the times, it seems likely that they must trust to
history even for their fame. ;

Norke 4, Page 8, Line 85.
Our ancient vights are shaped to suit the times.

It would well become those who, in order to defend
existing abuses, are always boasting “ our glorious consti-
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tutiony’ to recollect how totally that constitution has been
changed, not only by the silent sap of indirect corruption,
and that overpowering influence which may be said to have
bought up the independent spirit of the country, butby direct
acts of the Legislature itself. . Let any one candidly review
the real history of the six Acts, and thence leam duly to
appreciate the presiding genius and oracles of the day!

In the year 1819 the public were alarmed, and the
temper and talents of the Government put to trials wholly
beyond their powers of endurance, by itinerant orators, who,
whether® for pence or popularity, made it their business to
cqllect en masse the inhabitants of populous districts, into
what were called reform meetings. - The people were not to
discuss the subject; but to receive ex cathedrd the catholi-
con of their faith from the casual'and frequently unknown
apostle.  In short, their object seems to have been to carry
their own reforms by intimidation (if not by force) rather
than by argument and reason. To this end parties were
(in the neighbourhood of Manchester) trained by night to the
use of arms; and although it appears that not a tenth part of
them really knew that this practice had any other object than
the ostensible one of cutting a more imposing figure thereby
at the grand meeting (or * gradely do”); and even supposing
that the very projectors of these nocturnal exercises meant
nothing more, still as the nuisance was cause of alarm, and
a monstrous abuse of rational liberty, the necessity for its
suppression was readily admitted by mén of all parties.

The local authorities (those scrupulous adherents to the
‘strict letter qf the law in. their dealings with popular assem-
blies) complained that they had no power, ¢ as the law then

_ stood,” to interfere in preventing meetings to any extent, either
by night or by day; and as the inconyenience of the one was
no less felt than the alarm of the other, laws for their sup-
pression or modification would readily have been agreed to
by every one except those who wished to make liberty a
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cloak for anarchical licentiousness. The guardians of ‘the
peace might fairly have been intrusted with discretionary;
power sufficient to prevent the periodical assemblage of fifty
or a hundred thousand persons in commercial cities, where
mercantile as well as political business was entitled to
their protection. ;

But this was not all that was wanted. Society was just
then in too favourable a condition as to alarm for the Tories
not to take advantage of it, and the opportunity thus offered
of effecting a practicable breach in the constitution could not
be resisted by enemies who found the regular process of sap
too slow for their purposes. Accordingly, because it was unfit
to suffer half Lancashire to obstructthe streets and approaches
of Manchester, ad libitum, by periodical or adjourned meet-
ings; therefore laws were passed to make meetings of the
people altogether dependent on the will of officers appointed
by the Crown, or upon the chance of finding five inde-
pendent magistrates in each county; whereas it is notorious,
that in many, perhaps a majority of the counties, it would
be just as easy to find five elephants.

2. Because prosecutions for libel had been at that time
unusually abundant, it was thought very fit to subject per-
sons, upon a second conyiction for that offence, to eternal
battishment from their country; though we have seen on
such occasions Judges almost forget that they were not
pleading for the Crown; and special juries ready to follow

_the slightest hint flom the bench, some fast aslgep * and
others whose faculties, though waking, seemed utterly in-
competent to follow the reasoning which could alone guide
them to a just decision. g

 Lastly, because it was thought right to suppress certain
works of a blasphemous character, therefore the more re-
spectable part of the press were to be subjected to shackles
(in the way of securities) sufficient altogether to deter many

bl

* This was the case at Lei upon a
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from the hazardous pursuit of their honourable and patriotic
vocation.

Six Acts, containing: these flagrant provmons, passed
the Legislature in as many days; and although  the stre-
nuous opposition, .which they met with, succeeded at: least
in hmltlng their duration to five years ; yet it is notorious.
that, when they first met with Lord Grenyille’s support, they
were all intended to: be permapent; as doubtless. they will
still eventually become.  This distinguished man: thus con-
sented to invade and partially subvert, in one week, that
« glorious eonstitution,” in praise of which he had been (it
should seem idly) vapouring during the whole of his political
life: appxymg too a remedy which (as he flattered himself)
was t0 be permanent, to an inconvenience which was, on all
sides, then admitted (an admission the truth of which, the
event has amply confirmed) to be wholly of a temporary,
nature: and this man is called a statesman; and this man
coalesced with Charles Fox! The bare idea is enough to
rouse the dead lion from his grave!! But our obligations to
him do not end here; his Lordship was also the eloquent
advocate of Mr. Peel’s Bill, in the same year.

Note 5, Page 9, Lme 92
Neglect the task for whwh alone they re pazd9

Although. Government have seventy pembers in thelr
direct pay, it requires an active. :whipper-in to ensure a House,
that is to say, toiget an attendance of those who are ‘paid
for a.ttendlng,_- or: of 40 out of 658 of our represéntatives.
The pensioned band sexve the double purpose of preventing
as well as' forming a House; and thereby getting rid of an
obnoxious motion. - But lately the whipper-in was caught i
the act of heading the pack a.t the very moment they’ were

A going into covert. 3
G
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NOTES. 5 Sl

interest or convenience. Labour, or the necessaries of life,
come under this: description. Kings and ministers cannot
dispense with these, and therefore, taking the average of
years for owr guide, we shall find in them the most unvary-
ing criterion whereby to measure the value of other things.
Were we in England secure against another Bank Restric-
tion Act for the purpose of promoting the success of some
further attack upon the liberties of this or other states, still
should we be without any security that other countries might
not again discard their metals from circulation, and by thus
overthrowing the equilibrium of metallic currency, mock
ourepresent efforts and sacrifices to obtain a stability of
prices by making that a standard of value which experi-
ence has proved not to be absolutely necessary to the exist-
ence or comforts of man.

Nork 24, Page 23, Line 433.

Ye sordid scribblers of a venal press,
Base selfish panders to the land’s distress.

. This new year’s gift to their high mightinesses the lords
‘commissioners of public opinion will probably be more than
sufficient to ensure for the whole work a speedy and perhaps
efficient recommendation to the grocers and pastrycooks of
the metropolis, through their * valuable columns.” The
author has®not allowed this consideratién to deter him (in
default of others) from exposing the disingenuous part which
even the free press have thought fit, or rather JSound it con—
venient, to take upon this particular occasion. Assummg
that the proprietors of the different newspapers have, as
fundholders, an interest in the final accomplishment of Mr.
Peel’s Bill; assuming even that the addition thereby made
to their capital justifies their endeavours to effect the total
ruin of the pillaged party, whose fortunes are thus trans-
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constellation, it is more the Muse's fault than the author’s.
But where there is only room for two at a time, seniority
has indisputable claims to precedence, and in no case more
than the present.

Norke 31, Page 33, Line 663.

The House divides, ‘and lo! her sacred ends
Fail half defeated by—inconstant friends.

This inconsistency shows itself in acts of omission as
well as commission, besides that candour burlesqued,
which takes credit for never acting in opposition, except
upon the completest demonstration of every particle in every
case; besides that conceit which palms itself on superiority
of acumen in matters of detail, and accordingly gives rise to
much divergence of action; there is still the paramount error
of frequently forgetting the major in pursuit of some minor
object. Thus, if an administration be bad, if it be con-
nected with a vicious course of measures, past or present,
the best service a man can do his country is to labour
steadily and systematically to effect a complete change, both
of its principles and instruments; which cannot be done
without that concert which implies some compromise with
individual independence, and perhaps some sacrifices of opi-
nion upon particular points; and yet these points, instead of
being waved in fayour of the greater obJect, are adhered to
sometimes almost invidiously, and as if to court some mo-
dicum of applause from the common enemy; to say nothing
of compliments, candour, &c. &c. lavished on men con-
nected with the measures they have been deprecating for the
last twenty-five years.
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