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On the 20th of October the disease was 

~ between the first and second stage. In the 

beginning of the 2d rather than the end of 
the Ist. Somnolency, imperfect vision, and 

strabismus, sometimes occur several days 
before the pulse becomes slow. 

This was a case in which neither the dia- 
thesis of the patient, nor the nature of the. 
attack, nor yet the stage of the disease, _en- 

couraged us to expect much advantage from 

general blood-letting ; local bleeding seemed 

indicated, and to remove every cavil the 
gums were scarified. Indeed, altho’ the 

gums were neither inflamed nor tender, the 
operation was probably of some use, as one 
of the molares penetrated the gum soon 
after. 

The state of the abdominal viscera was our 
first and principal care. The liver could be 
felt enlarged and tender; it seemed proba- 
ble that the mesenteric glands were also en- 
Jarged, as the mouths of the absorbents which 
pass through them, had long been acting upon 
an imperfectly concocted inass. Our objects 
were to promote and improve the secretions 
of the liver, and to counteract the irritation 
produced by a morbid state of the bile, upon 
the alimentary canal, and the system of the 
lacteal absorbents.
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from the ண்ட் of the head, as from any 
part of the body. In acute diseases blisters 
are considered, and with good reason, more 
effectual as counterirritants than issues how- 
ever made. 

On former occasions I had remarked that, 
even when the morbid action of the vessels 

. of the . brain was subdued, a considerable 
time’ elapsed “before health was established. 
A perfect. cooperation of the different organs, 
in which health ‘may be said to consist, is _ 
not soon restored after a disease of 'the brain; - 
this, I believe is the true cause of vari- 
ous interruptions to convalescence, which I 
used to attribute to mismanagement. 

From the degree of debility which we re- 
marked on the Ist of November, we again 
began to entertain doubts of the child’s reco- 
very, we apprehended aphthae or some return 

of visceral obstruction; a change of diet was 
attempted with wine instead of opium, but 
as his attendants thought the change inju- 
rious, we returned to the opium and chicken 
broth. Various means were used with tem- 
porary benefit, until the 9th. when, fearful of 
hectic from obstruction in some of the abdo- 
minal viscera, medicine was laid aside, and 

.every thing trusted to asses milk, after this 
ச் 

ச “ second change his recovery was uninterrupted,
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was persuaded that the patient would have 

been saved, had Mercurials been administer- 

ed during the state of indisposition which 

ended in Hydrocephalus. I already menti- 

oned that five children, patients of mine, in 
1808, .were victims to Hydrocephalus after 
Measles; with these a Mercurial course was not 

in question as a cause of Hydrocephalus, at . 
that time, unfortunately, | was unacquainted . 

with the efficacy of small doses of Tpecacuan 
and Calomel, in the Peripneumony, as well 
as the dysentery which attends or follows 
Measles, and I cannot help thinking, that of 

about one hundred of my patients who died 
of Measles in 1807 and 1808, more than a 
half might have been saved, had I been 
more skillful in the use of Mercurials. 

Case I. was that of a boy, not in the habit 
of taking any medicine, who had come from 

the country shortly before his last illness. 
In Case II. Dr. Crampton attributed the 
illness to a want of those Mercurial purges 

which had relieved the patient, in former 
attacks of the same disease which he had, 
about Christmas, With respect to Case III. 

the complaint occurred after Hepatic obstruc- 
tion consequent upon® weaning, which when 

severe, I] have seldom been able to remove 

speedily ‘and effectually, without a course




