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Notwithstanding .the vigorous practice of

; the first week, which probably conduced to

| the y}ﬁildness of the subsequent part of the

disease, there remained on the 18th. manifest
proofs of inflammation of the liver.

On the 18th the disease of the brain was
in an advanced stage, and the patients strength
was reduced; general blood-letting was not
thougfit eXpedient; emptying the vessels in

" the neigh%om‘.fxc;od of the liver gave great
relief; we agreed to combine opium with
James’s powder and calomel, expecting there-
by to increase the powers of the latter, but
we were without any very sanguine hope of

~ removing the disease. On the 17th the stools
were mucous; after the 18th they were faecu-
lent, and there was no irritation in the bowels,
nor screaming; there were no convulsions.
The animal functions, especially on the 23d
and 24th, were scarcely disturbed. In short,
the medicines completely fulfilled the expec-
tations with which we had prescribed them :
while the liver yielded a more healthy bile,
the perspiration from the head and neck was
prodigious, such as I had never witnessed,
and the urine began to flow, soon after the
first dose of the foxglove. The constitution
made a surprising rally, indeed it did every

" thing short of throwing off the disease: for
: I
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" two days the excretions. bore a strong re-
semblauce to those which generally attend a
favourable and complete crisis.

With respect to the dissection, there was
nothing remarkable in the brain, The brain
'is often firm, even when that part of it, which
forms the parietes of the ventricles, is pulpy,
and it is not uncommon to find coagulable
lymph about the base of the brail'n\-"'l‘he
liver was connected with the pentoneum, by
one of the most extensive bands of coagula-
ble lymph I ever saw formed by inflamma-
tion, yet there was little appearance of disease
in the substance of the liver; seemingly it
had recovered from the inflammation, which
certainly did exist in the early part of the
complaint. This I believe is often the case,
the liver is relieved, while the organs which
it draws into disease are destroyed. So, also
the brain has been relieved without complete
relief of the liver: I lately heard of an at-
tack of Hydrocephalus which was cut short
by opening the temporal arteries and remo-
ving eight ounces of blood, in which, for at
least two months after, the child was costive;
and all the common purgatives were ineffec-

(tual unless in large doses, It has been assert-
ed that the organ originally and Pprincipally
aﬁected in fevers has recovered, even when
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the fever proved fatal. « I may be permit-

ted to remark with regard to dissections,”

says Dr. Irvine, in his account of the diseases

of Sigily, ¢ that the tolerably sound appea-

rance of a.viscus after death from a fever,

- which has continued for a number of days
or weeks, does not by any means prove that
no disease existed in it, in the commencement
of the attack. It is possible that the brain
may Be aﬁeéted In many cases at first, so as
to influence the progress of the disorder, but
from the subsidence of that affection, in the
later periods, no mark of its existence may
be discernible after death.”

These remarks are applied only to the cases
of Hydrocephalus, in which the abdominal
viscera are manifestly disordered before the
brain becomes affected.

Case IIL. The strength of this child was
much reduced by weaning-brash and whoop-
ing cough. From the delicacy which they
had left behind, it was not easy to ascertain
the date of the disease of the brain.

This also was one of those cases in which
the abdominal viscera were disordered long
‘before the brain became affected. = There was
probably some peculiarity in the childs con-
stitution, which exposed him to an attack of

_Hydrocephalus, two of his cousins, by the
 father's side, died of that disease. :
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On the 20th of October the disease was
~ between the first and second stage. In the
beginning of the 2d rather than the end of
the Ist. Somnolency, imperfect vision, ,3and
strabismus, sometimes occur several days
before the pulse becomes slow.

This was a case in which neither the dia-
thesis of the patient, nor the nature of the
attack, nor yet the stage of the disease, en-
couraged us to expect much advantage “from
general blood-letting ; local bleeding seemed
indicated, and to remove every cavil the
gums were scarified. Indeed, altho’ the
gums were neither inflamed nor tender, the
operation was probably of some use, as one
of the molares penetrated the gum soon
after.

The state of the abdominal viscera was our
first and principal care. The liver could be
felt enlarged and tender; it seemed proba-
- ble that the mesenteric glands were also en-
larged, as the mouths of the absorbents which
pass through them, had long been acting upon
an imperfectly concocted mass. ' Our objects
were to promote and improve the secretions
of the liver, and to counteract the irritation
produced by a morbid state of the bile, upon
the alimentary canal, and the system of the
lacteal absorbents,
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We began with but a small quantity of .
opium lest it should interfere too much with
the peristaltic movement of the bowels. The
disciarge trom the bowels not being check-
ed, but, on the contrary, becoming more free,
and the general irritability of the system be-
ing great, the quantity of opium was increa-
sed to two grains in twenty-four hours; after
which, the: 4quality of the discharge from the
bowe‘ls was nﬁproved and the child became
calm though the disease was unsubdued.

Nothing is more encouraging in Hydro-
cephalus than to find an increase of the ex-
cretions: the state of the urine on the 25th.
afforded a dawning of hope; on that night
the restlessness returned, and the quantity of
opium was further increased. On the 26th
the pupils were contracted, and the next day
it struck us that the great contraction of the
pupils was owing to the opium; it was there-
fore gradually diminished and we began to
perccive we were gaining ground. The se-
cerning function of the liver being restored,
its swelling subsided, the symptoms of disea-
sed brain and pyrexia gradually disappeared ;
_on the 31st we considered the specific dis-
ease of the brain as terminated.

The rapid decrease of an enlarged liver
.may frequently be remarked in the diseases
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_.of children, I have more than once remarked
1t in Hydrocephalus, or at least in cases which
threatened to end in that disease; on, the
other hand, when Hydrocephalus was aliout
to terminate unfavourably, the liver has
rapidly increased in bulk, of which the' fol-
lowing is a proof, related by the gentleman
who attended the patient. <« In Mr.
child an enlargement of the liver tgo‘l;_‘p.lace
which was not observed till four, ‘days previous
" to the death of the patient. The progress of
the enlargement was such, that in the course

of these four days, the edge of the right

lobe nearly touched the spine of the ilium, -
and the left could be felt about an inch above

the umbilicus. The child was only ten days
ill, and, from the commencement, the abdo-
men was examined daily, and particularly the
region of the liver, and until the period of
the disease, above mentioned, no enlargement
of that viscus could be perceived.”

We are directed by a late writer on Hy-
drocephalus, Dr. Smyth of London, to apply
caustic to the Bregma. In the present in-
stance however, such an application was not
admissible as the ossification was 1ncomplete.

Blisters applied to the scalp, seldom vesi-
cate, but if they are well prepared, they pro-
duce as much inflammation and discharge

=
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from the teguments of the head, as from any
part of the body. In acute diseases blisters
are considered, and with good reason, more
effectual as counterirritants than issues how-
ever made.

On former occasions I had remarked that,
even when the morbid action of the vessels
of the b.ram was subdued, a considerable
time" elapsea “before health was established.
A perfect. cooperation of the different organs,
in which health ‘may be said to consist, is
not soon restored after a disease of 'the brain;
this, I believe is the true cause of vari-
ous interruptions to convalescence, which I
used to attribute to mismanagement.

From the degree of debility which we re-
marked on the 1st of November, we again
began to entertain doubts of the child’s reco-
very, we apprehended aphthae or some return
of visceral obstruction; a change of diet was
attempted with wine instead of opium, but
as his attendants thought the change inju-
rious, we returned to the opium and chicken
broth. Various means were used with tem-
porary benefit, until the 9th. when, fearful of
hectic from obstruction in some of the abdo-
minal viscera, medicine was laid aside, and
.every thing trusted to asses milk, after this

" second change his recovery was uninterrupted,
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-1 have frequently referred to an irritation

of the mucous membrane of the intestines in
Hydrocephalus, which. in connection with an
excited and non-secerning liver, opposes dif-

- ficulties, geuerally, insurmountable to the
curative process, and I have been led to con-
Jecture that this state of the abd’ommal Vvis-
cera, not only prevents the operation of
of remedies, but, in some constitutions, causes
and maintains the disease of the brain.

This irritation of the abdominal viscera
may be considered as a variety of that dis-
order which has been called, by foreign wri-
ters, a surcharge of the bile, a bilious or
gastrick saburra, embarras gastrique, &c. It
seems a dangerous disorder when there is
any thing in the diathesis which renders a
child Lable to disease of the brain. The
symptoms of this disorder, in addition to the
general symptoms of fever, are, a furred,
white, or grey tongue, a bitter or unpleasant
taste in the mouth, very sickly smell of the
breath, complete anorexia, sometimes instant
vomiting of food or drink, tension of the
Hypochondria; defect of the excretions, hot
dry skin, scanty high coloured urine, bound
belly, or colourless or mucous stools. When .
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these symptoms are abating, or soen after,
the stools are bilious, and then they become
natural. This disorder may be illustrated by
the following example.

On- Sunday the 2d of Aprll a child four
years of age, who had an issue in his arm,
struck the issue against the corner of a table;
next day it was much inflamed and threat-
“ened to slough; on Tuesday the slough was.
- formed; and’ in the evening partly detached,
* and the gl?mds ‘of the axilla were swelled.
On Tuesday forenoon he was pale, frequently
retched, and had a burning skin and white
tongue, nothing would lie in his stomach, his
breath was of a sickly smell. He had two
grains of calomel given him. As the day
advanced he became ‘more and more flushed,
towards evening his face was suffused, and,
upon waking from an unrefrshing slumber,
he was observed extending his arm in the
way children do when they are about to take
a fit, at the same time he was incoherent,
and his eyelids were convulsively affected.
He went to sleep again and awoke in con-
~vulsions.  In less than half an hour he was
let blood to the amount of four ounces. The
effects of the loss of blood, together with a
dose of James’s powder and calome] which
he took after the. first threatening of convuL

K
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sions, made him faint, and produced a loose
stool, In three hours after blood:letting no
tendency to convulsions could be observed,
twice in the course of the night he had one
grain of calomel and two of James's powder
and glysters, his stomach retained weak beef
tea with acetate of soda. He had stools on
Wednesday morning, one of which I exa-
mined; it consisted of mucusy with.. dark
green flakes, and was preéisely likg the stools
so often passed in Hydrocephalus. His sto-
mach was irritable all that day; tongue
white, febrile distress considerable; in the
evening he had a small dose of calomel
which was rejected almost immediately. In
the course of Thursday, he took two drachms
of Magnesia in lemon juice. In the evening
he passed bilious stools. On Friday he was
well. It is perhaps worthy of remark, that
the sickly smell belongs to the whole of the
mucous membrane of the intestines: one of
the glysters of weak broth, after having been
retained for some time, was rejected without
any of the contents of the bowels, and it had
acquired the sickly smell of the breath.

The disorder of the bowels is frequently
the consequence of an injury of some distant
organ, in which case it has been conjectured,
that the gastro-hepatic system becomes affec-
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ted thro’ the medium of the brain. But it
may be observed that although the brainis '
proﬁably disordered while it is thus trans-
mitting disease, yet that the'symptoms of an
affection of the brain, when such are induced,
seldom appear ’till the irritation of the abdo-
minal viscera has been established. The
. affection of the brain would seem chiefly to
depend 'upcb the reflex impression.

It has been alleged that the disorder of
the abdominal viscera which occurs in so
great a majority of the cases of Hydroce-
phalus, altho’ it may seem to take the lead,
isin fact subordinate—is but a symptom of a
disease of the brain which has not yet dis-

_played itself. I shallnot call this opinion
in question, provided it be admitted, that
the most effectual way of preventing the de-
velopement of Hydrocephalus, is, by correct-
ing this subordinate affection -of the abdo-
minal viscera. If, in Hydrocephalus, the
first of the series of diseased actions is in the
liver, we may hope, by early subduing the
increased vascular action of that organ, and
by improving the biliary secretion, to relieve
the patient, provided the disease in the brain
has not gone too far: Unless the brain ad-
mits of being relieved through the medium

of the abdominal viscera, Hydrocephalus, I
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"apprehend., will still continue a reproéch to
medicine, as it was in the days of Whytt and
Fothergil. ¢

It has lately been asserted by Dr. Black-
all, in his work on Dropsies, that Hydroce-
phalus is a ““common result of layge doses of
calomel given 1n mﬁmtm@ diselses and scro-
fulous habits.” ' Heis of opinion that the very
.~ free use of calomel produces an aggravated
Hydropic diathesis, in which case, in children,
the dropsy is disposed to fix 1n the'the brain.

'The indiscriminate use of calomel, or the
use of calomel as a domestic medicine, I have
always reprobrated as a very dangerous inno-
vation. Mercury ought never to be given
unless by the special direction of-a Medical
practitioner, and I believe no regular prac-
titioner of Medieine would prescribe Mercu-
rials, in a case in which, mere evacuation of
the alimentary canal being the object, a com-

mon purge would be sufficient. Mercurial
~ courses often bring latent diseases into acti-
vity, such for instance as struma, consump-
~ tion, insanity, and perhaps Hydrocephalus
also, though I. have no recollection of" any
such occurrence. It is but right however to
add, that T recollect many cases, in which T+
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was persuaded that the patient would have
been saved, had Mercurials been administer-
ed during the state of indisposition which
ended in Hydrocephalus. 1 already menti-
oned that five children, patients of mine, in
1808, .were victims to Hydrocephalus after
Measles; with these a Mercurial course was not
in question as a cause of Hydrocephalus, at .
that tume, anfortniately, 1 was unacquainted -
with the efhcacy of small doses of Ipecacuan
and Calomel, in the Peripneumony, as well
as the dysentery which attends or follows
Measles, and I cannot help thinking, that of
about one hundred of my patients who died
of Measles in 1807 and 1808, more than a
half might have been saved, had I been
more skillfal in the use of Mercurials.

Case I. was that of a boy, not in the habit
of taking any medicine, who had come from
the country shortly before his last illness.
In Case 1I. Dr. Crampton attributed the
illness to a want of those Mercurial purges
which had relieved the patient, in former
attacks of the same disease which he had,
about Christmas. With respect to Case IIL
the complaint occurred after Hepatic obstruc-
tion consequent upon- weaning, which when
severe, I have seldom been able to remove
speedily “and effectually, without a course






