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ADVERTISEMENT.

It was the Author's intention, that this Work
should hawe been concluded, as it commenced, in
the fictitious character. But a circumstance, to
which more importance has been attached than it
deserved, induced his respectable publishers to re-
quest, that some guarantee should appear upon
the Title-page, in order to satisfy the Public that
these Volum:es were written by

Tur AvuTHOR 0OF WAVERLEY.
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“him, supplymg hls own indolenee or po-
verty of invention, by theincidents which
had actually taken placein his country at
no distant period, introducing real charac-
ters, and scarcely suppressing real names.
It was not above sixty or seventy years,
you observed, that the ‘whole north of
Scotland was under a state of govern-
ment nearly ‘as simple and as patriarchal
as those of our good allies the Mohawks
and Troquois.  Admitting that the author
cannot himself be supposed to have wit-
nessed these times, hemusthavelived, you
observed, among persons who had acted
and suffered in them ; and even within
these thirty years, such an infinite change

_has taken place in the manners,of Scot-
land; that menlook back upon their fathers’
habits of society, 4 wg do on those of the
reign of Queen Anne. Having thus ma-
terials of every kind lying strewed around
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was like Liucan’s witch, at liberty to walk
over the recent field of battle, and to se-
lect for the subjeet of resuscitation by his
sorceries, a body whose limbs had recent-
ly quivered with existence, and whose
throat had but just uttered the last note
of agony. Sucha sub‘jecf even the power-
ful Erictho was compelled to select, as
alone capable of being reanimated even
by Zer potent magic— :

gelidas leto scrutata medullas,
Pulmonis rigidi stantes sine vulnere fibras
Invenit, et vocem defuncto in corpore queerit,

The English author, on the other hand,
without supposing him less of a conjuror -
than the Northern Warlock, can, you ob-
served, only have the liberty of selesting
. his subject amidst the dust of antiquity,
" where nothing wa$ to_ be found but dry,
sapless, mouldering and disjointed bones,
such as those which filled the valley of Je-
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obtained ‘an unrivalled degree of public
favour, which they certainly would never
‘have gained had not themannersand style
‘been in some degree familiarized tol the
feelings and habits of the western reader.
In poin: of justice, therefore, to'themul-
‘titudes who will, T trust, devour this book
with avidity, T have so far-explained.our
‘ancient manners inmodern language; and
so far detailed the characters and senti-
ments of my persons, that-the modern
reader will not find himself, I should hope,
‘much trammielled by the repulsive dry-
ness of mere antiquity, In'this, I re-
spectfully contend, T have:in:no respect
“exceeded the fair license due to the iau-
thor of a fictitious compdsitic;h.p Tke late
ingenious Mr Strutt, in his romance of
Queen-Hoo-Fall; acted upon another
_ principle; and in distinguishing between
“what was ancient and modern, forgot, a
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“IVANTIOE. et 9
1o otIger n thls hall ‘alsed in behalf of t.be ab-
sent Ivanhoe, I affirm he will meet f'aJrly every
honourable challenge Could iy weak Wa
add secunty to the inestimable pledge ofrﬁn
holy pﬂgnm, [ would pledge name and fame
that Ivanhoe gl\ves this proud kmght the meet-

& ing he_ des1res by iy

"~ A caovd of conﬁlctlng emotions seemed to

have ‘occupied Cedric, and kept him sllent du-

ring this discussion. Gratified pride, resentment,
emba.rrassment, chased each other over his broad
and open  brow, like the shadow of clouds drift-
ing over a harvest-field ; while his attendants,
on whom the name of the sixth knight seem-
ed to produce an effect almost electrical, hung
in suspéﬁsé'upon their master’s looks. But when

Rowena spoke, the sound of her voice seemed

to startle him from his silence.

o 5t Lady," said Cedric,  this beseems not 3
were further pledge necessary, I myself, offend-
ed, and justly offended, as I am, would yet gage
my honour for the honour of Ivanhoe. But the
Wagér of battle is complete, even according to

VOL.I. I &
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the fantastic fashions of NMérman chivahy-wls it
not, Father Aymer ?” .
> “1t1s" replied the Prior; ¢ and the blessed
relique and rich chain will T bestow safely in the
treasury of eur convent, until the decision of this
warlike challenge.” %

Having thus spoken, he crossed himself again é
and again, and after many genuflections and
muttered prayers, he delivered the reliquary to
Brother Ambrose, his attendant monk, while he
himself swept up with less ceremony, but per-
haps with no less internal satisfaction, the golden
chain, and bestowed it in a pouch lined with per-
fumed leather, which opened under his arm.
¢« And now, Sir Cedric,” he said, ¢ my ears are
chiming vespers with the strength of your good-
wine—permit us another pledge to the welfare of *

the fair Lady Rowena, an and indulgé us with li-
berty to pass to our repose Gl o) f—

% By the rood of Bromholme,” said the Saxon,
“you do bus smdll credit to your fame, Sir
Prior ; report speaks you a bonny monk, that
would hear the mattin chime ere he quitted his

bowl; and, old as I am, I feared to have shame

=
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in encountering you. But, bymy faith, a Saxon
boy of twelve, in my time, would ot so soon
have relinquished his goblet.”

The Prior had his own reasons,, however, for
persevenng in the course of temperance which
he had adopted. “He was not only a professional

- peace-maker, but from practice®a hater of all

feuds and brawls. It was not altogether from a
love to his neighbdur, or to himself, or from a
mixture of both. On the present occasion he
had an instinctive apprehension of the fiery tem-
per of the Saxon, and saw the danger that the
reckless and presumptuous spirit, of which his
companion had alréady given so many proofs,
might at length end by producing some dis-
agreeable explosion. He therefore gently insi-
nuated the incapacity of the native of any other
country engaging in the genial cenflict of the
bowl with the hardy and strong-headedSaxons ;
something he mentioned, but slightly, about his
own holy character, and ‘ended by pressing his
proposal to depart to repose.

The grace-cup was accordingly served round,
and the guests, after making deep obeisance to

»
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“their landlord and to the Lady Rowena, arose
~and xiﬁngléﬂ in the hall; while the heads of. the
famﬂy, by separate doors, retived with their at-
tendants: s

¢ Unbelieving dog, smd _the Templar to
Isaac the Jew, as he passed T g in the throng,
¢ dost thou bend thy course to the tourna- .
ment 2° : :

¢ T do so purpose,” replied Isaac, bowing in
all humility, «if it please your reverend va-
lour.”

¢ Ay,” said the Knight, “to gnaw the bowels
of our nobles with usury, and to gull women and
boys with gauds and toys—T warrant thee store
of shekels in thy Jewish serip.” '

< Not a shekel; not a silverppenny, not a half-
ling—s0 help me the God of Abraham !” said the ;
Jew, cla.sping his hands § ¢ I go but to seek thg

assistanc@ of some brethren of my tribe fo aid me™ ~

to pay the fine which the Exchequer of the Jews*
have imposed upon the—Father Jacob be my

* In those days the Jews were subjected to an ‘Exchequer,
spemally dedicated to that' purpose.—L. T. :
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speed !—I am an impoverished wretch—the
very gaberdine I wear is borrowed from Reuber -
of Tadeaster.”

The Templar smiled sourly as he: replled
<« Beshrew thee for a false-hearted liar I and
passing onward, as if disdaining farther confer-
- ence, he communed with his Motlem slaves'in a
language unknown to the by-standers. ' The
poor Israclite seemed so staggered by the ad-
dress of the military monk, that the Templar
had passed on to the extremity of the hall ere
he raised his head from the humble. posture
which he had assumed, so far' as to be sensible
of his departure, A'nd when he did look around,
it was with the astounded air of one at whose feet
‘a thunderbolt has just burst, and who hears still

the astounding report ringing in his ears.
. The Abbot and Prior were shortly after mar-
shalled 'to their sleeping apartments by the stew-
ard and the cup-bearer, each attended by two
' torch-bearers and two sefvants carrying refresh-
ments, while servants of inferior condifion indi-
cated to their retinue and to the other guests
their respective places of repose. _
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CHAPTER VIL

To buy his favour I extend this friendship =

1f he will take it, so; if not, adieu ;

And, for my love, I pray you wrong me not.
Merchant of Venice.

As the Palmer, lighted by a domestic with a
torch, past through the intricate combination of
apartments of this large andsirregular mansion,
the cup-bearer coming behind him ‘Whispered n
his ear, that if he had no objection to a cup of
good mead in his apartment, there were many
domestics in that family who would gladly hear
the news he had brought from the Holy Land,"-
and particularly that which concerned the Knight
of Ivanhoe. Wampba psesently appeared to urge -
the samegequest, observing that a cup after mid-
night was worth three after curfew. Without .
disputing a mzixim urged by such grave autho-
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ritity, the Palmer thanked them for their cour-
tesy, but observed that he had included in his
religious vow, an obligaﬁion never to speak 1n the
kitchen on matters which were prohibited in the
hall. ¢ That vow,” said Wamba to the cup-
bearer,  would scarce suit a serying-man.”
- The cup-bearer }shruggec‘l his shoulders in
displeasure. I thought to have lodged him in
the solere chamber,” said he; ¢ but since he 1s
s0 unsocial to Christians, e’en let him take the
next stall to Isaac the Jew's—Anwold,” said
he to the torch-bearer, ¢ carry the Pilgrim to
the southern cell.—I give you good night,” he :
added, ¢ Sir Palfier, with small thanks for'short
courtesy.”

“ Good night, and our Lady’s bemson, sa.ld
the Palmer, with composure, and his gulde
moved forward. :

In a*smhll anti-chamber, into which several
doors opened, and which was lighted by a small
iron lamp, they met a seeond jnterruption from
the waiting-maid of Rowena, who, saying in a
tone of authority, that her mistress desired to

. 9 :
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speak with the Pilgrim, took the torch from the
hand of Anwold, and, bidding him await her re-,
turn, made a sign to the Palmer to follow. Ap-
parently he did not think it proper to decline
this inyitation as he had done the former ; for,
«though his gesture indicated some surprise at
the summons, he obeyed it without answer or
remonstrance.

A short passage, and an ascent of seven steps,
each of which was composed of a solid beam of
oak, led him to the apartment of ‘the Lady
Rowena, the rude magnificence of which corres-
ponded to the respect which was paid to her by
the lofd of the mansion. Thewalls were cover-
ed w1th embroidered hangings, on which diffe-
rent coloured silks, interwoven with gold and
silver threads, had been employed with all the
art of which the age was capable, to represent
the sports of hunting and hawking. ¢ The bed *
was adorned with the same rich tapestry, and
surrounded with curtains dyed with purple.
The seats had also their stained coverings, and
one, which was higher than the rest, was accom~

<
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£

modated with a footstool of 1Vory, cunously'
carved. ' : '
~ No less than four silver candelabras, holding

great’ waxen torches, served to illuminate this’
apartment. Yet let not modern beauty envy the
magnificence of a Saxon princess. The walls of *
_ the apartment ‘were so ill finisheds and so full of
crevices, that the rich hangings shook to the
night blast, “and, i despite of a sort of screen
intended to protect them from the wind, the
flame of the torches ‘stredmed sideways into the
air, like the unfurled pennon of a' chieftain.
Magnfiicence there was, with some rude attempt
at taste 5 but of comfort there was ‘little‘,?and,
being unknown, it was unmissed. 4

The Lady Rowena, with three of her attend-
ants standing at her back, and arranging her
hair ere she lay down to rest, was seated in the
sort of throhe already mentioned, and looked as
if born to exact general homage. The Pilgrim
acknowlédgéd her claim 8 it by a low genuflec-
tion.

¢ Rise, Palmer,” said she, graciously. “ The
defender of the absent has a right to favourable
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reception from all who value truth, and hopour
manhood.” She then said to her train, ¢ Retire,
excepting only Elgitha ; T would speak with this
“holy Pilgrim.” 5

The maidens, without leaving the apartment,
retived to its farther extremity, and sat down on
a small bench wgainst the wall, where they re-
mained mute as statues, though at such a distance
that their whlspers could not have’ interrupted-
the conversation of their mistress. 4

* Pilgrim,” said the lady, after a moment’s
pause, during which she seemed uncertain how
to address him ; ¢ you this night mentioned a
name—1I mean,” she said, with a sort of effort,
¢ the name of Ivanhoe, in the halls where by
nafure and kindred it should have sounded most *
acceptably ; and yet, such is the perverse course
of fate, that of many whose hearts must have_
throbbed at the sound I only dare ask ‘you where,
and in what condition, you left him of whom you
spoke >—We heard, that, having remained in
Palestine, on account of his impaired health, after
the departure of the English army, he had ex-
perienced the persecution of the French faction,
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to whom the Templars are known to be at-
tached.” -

1 know little of the Knight of Ivanhoe,”
answered the Palmer, with a troubled voice. T
would I knew him better, since you, lady, are :
interested in his fate. He hath, I bsdlieve,
surmounted  the persecution. of kis enemies in
Palestine, and 1s on the eve of returning to Eng-
land, where you, lady, must know better than
I, what is his chance of happine;s.'”

The Lgdy Rowena sighed deeply, and asked
more particularly when the Knight of Ivanhoe
might be expected in his native country, and
whether he would net be exposed to great’dan-
gers by the road. On the first point, the Palm-
er professed ignorance ; on the second, he said
that the voyage might be safely made by the
way of Venice and Genoa, and from thence
through» France to England. ¢ Ivanhoe,” he
said, ¢ was so well acquainted with the language .
and manners of the Frengh, that there was no
fear of his incurring any hazard during that
part of his travels.”

“ Would to God,” said the Lady Rowena,
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¢ he were here safely arrived; and able to, bear
arms in the approaching tourney, in which the
chivalry of this land are expected to display
their address and valour. = Should Athelstane
of Coningsburgh obtain' the prize, Ivanhoe is
like to hear evil tidings when he reaches Eng-
land.  How looked he, stranger, ‘when you last
saw him ? Had disease laid her hand hea.vy up—
on his strength and comeliness ?” ;

“ He was da.rker,” said the Palmer, ke and
 thinner, than when he came from Cyprus in the
train of Cceur-de-Lion, and care seemed to sit
heayy on his brow; but I approached not his
presence, ‘because he is unkfiown to me.”

“ He will,” said the lady, < I fear, find little
in his native land to clear those clouds from his
countenance. Thanks, good Pilgrim, for your
information concerning the companion of my
childhood. Maidens,” she said, ¢ draw near—
offer the sleeping cup to this holy man, whom I
will no longer defain ﬁ'om'repose.” :

One of the maidens presented a silver cup,
containing a rich mixture of wine and spice,
which Rowen‘a barely put to her lips. It was
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then offered to the Palmer, who, after a low
obeisance, tasted a few drops. .

¢ Accept this alms, friend,” continued the
1ady, offering a piece of gold, ¢ in acknowledg-
ment of thy painful travel, and of the shrines
thou hast visited.” -

The Palmer accepted the bobn ‘with ‘another
low reverence, and followed Edwina out of' the
apartment.

In the anti-room he found his attendant An-
wold, who, taking the torch from the hand of
the waiting-maid, conducted him with more
haste than ceremony to an exterior and ignoble
part of ‘the building, where a number of small
apartments, or rather cells, served for sleeping
places to the¥lower order of domestics, and to
strangers of mean degree.

¢ In which of these sleeps the Jew ?” said the
Pilgrime o

¢ The unbelieving dog,” answered Anwold,
¢ kennels in the cell next your holiness. St
Dunstan, how it must be scra‘ped and cleansed

1”

ere it be again fit for a Christian !
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« And where sleeps Gurth the swinehgrd #” :
said he. ¢ ‘

¢ Gurth,” replied the bondsman, sleéps m
the cell on your right, as the Jew on that to
your left; you serve to keep the child of cir-
cumcision separate from the abomination of his
tribe. You might have occupied a more ho-
nourable place had you accepted of Oswald’s in-
vitation.” :

¢ Tt is well as it 1s,” said the Palmer; ¢ the
company, even of a Jew, can hardly spread con-
tamination through an oaken partition.”

So saying, he entered the cabin allotted to
him, and taking the torch*ffom the domestic’s
hand, thanked him and wished him good night.
Having shut the door of his cell, *he placed the
torch in a candlestick made of wood, and looked
around his sleeping apartment, the furniture of
which was of the most simple kind.* It consist.
ed of a rude wooden stool, and still ruder hatch
or bed-frame, styffed ewith clean straw, and ac-
commodated with two or three sheep’s skins by
way of bed-clothes.
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The Palmer, having extinguishe& his torch,
threw himself, without taking off any part of his
clothes, on tﬁis rude couch, and slept, or at least «
retained his recumbent posture, until the earliest
sunbeams found their _waj through the little
grated*window, which served at once to admit
both air and light to his uncomfogtable cell. He
then started up, and after repeating his matins,
and adjusting his dress, he left it, and entered
that of Isaac the Jew, lifting the latch as gently
as he could. :

The inmate was lying in troubled slumber
upon a couch similar to that on which the Palm-
er himself had passed the night. Such parts
of his dress as the Jew had laid aside on the
precedingevening, were disposed carefully around ;
his person, as if to prevent the hazard of their
being abstracted during his slumbers. There
was a trouble on his brow amounting almost to
agony. His hands and arms moved convulsive-
ly, as if struggling with ,the Eight-mare; and
besides several ejaculations in Hebrew, the fol-
lowing were distinctly heard in the Norman-
English, or mixed language of the country

=
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“ For the sake of the God of Abraham, spare
an unhappy old man !" I am Poor, I am penny-
less—should your irons wrench my limbs asun-
der, I could not gratify you ["g/’ ;

The Palmer awaited not the end of the Jew’s
vision, but stirred him with his pilgrim’s staff
The touchi prebably associated, as is usual, with
some of the apprehensions excited by his dream ;
for the old man started up, his grey hair stand-
ing almost erect upon his head, and huddling
some part of his garments about him, while he
held the detached pieces with the tenacious grasp
of a falcon, he fixed upon the Palmer his keen
black eyes, expressive of wild surprise and of
bodily apprehension.

¢ Fear nothing from me, Isaac,” said the Palm-
er, “ T come as your friend.” :

“ The God of Israel requite you,” said the
Jew, greatly relieved; ¢ I dreamed—but Fa-
ther Abraham be praised, it was but a dream.”
Then collecting himsglf, he added in his usual
tone, “ And wﬁat_ may it be your pleasure to
want at so early an hour with the poor Jew 77

¢ It is to tell you,” said the Palmer, ¢ that "

(S
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you leave not this mansion instantly, and travel '
not, with some haste, your journey may prove a
dangerous one.” -

“ Holy Father, said the Jew, ¢ whom could
it interest to endanger so poor a wretch as T am ?”

¢ The purpose you can best guess,” said the
Pilgrim; ¢ but rely on this, that when the
Templar crossed the hall yesternight, he spoke
to his Musselman' slaves in the Saracen lan-
guage, which I well understand, and charged
them this morning to watch the journey of the
Jew, to seize upon him when at a convenient
distance from the-mansion, and to conduct him
to the castle of Philip de Malvoisin, -or to that
of Reginald Front-de-Beeuf.”

It is mmpossible to describe the extremity of
terror which seized upon the Jew at this infor-
mation, and seemed at once to overpower his
whole fagultées. His arms fell down to his sides,
and his head drooped on his breast, his knees
bent}under'his weight, every nerve and muscle
of his frame seemed to collgpse and lose its ener-
gy, and he sunk at the foot of the Palmer, not
% VOIs T enge g st
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in the fashion of one who intentionally stoops,
kneels, or prostrates himself to excite o:)mpas-
sion, but like a man borne down on all sides by
the pressure of some invisible force which crushes
him to the earth without the power of resist-
ance. -
“ Holy Ged of Abraham !” was his first ex-
clamation, folding and elevating his wrinkled
, hands, but without raising his grey head from
the pavement; “ Oh! holy Moses! O! bless-
ed Aaron ! the dream is not dreamed for nought,
and the vision cometh not in vain ! I feel their
irons already tear my sinews! I feel the rack
passfover my body like the saws and harrows
and axes of iron over the men of Rabbah and
of the cities of the children of Ammon !” |

« Stand up, Isaac, and hearken to me,” said
the Palmer, who viewed the extremity of his
distress with a compassion in which ,contempt
was largely mingled ; ¢ you have cause for your
terror, considering how your brethren have been
used, in order to extort from them their hoards,
both by princes and nobles; but stand up, I
say, and I will point out to you the means of

o
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escape, - Leave this mansion instantly, while its
inmates sleep sound after the last night’s revel.
I will guide you by the secret ‘paths of the fo-
rest, known ds well to me as to any forester that
ranges it, and I will not leave you till you are
under safe conduct of some chief or baron going
to the tournament, whose good 'will you have
probably the means of securing.”

As the ears of Isaac received the hopes of
escape which this speech intimated, he began
gradually, and inch by inch as it were, to raise
himself up from the ground, until he fairly rest-
d upon his knees; throwing back his long grey
hair and beard, and fixing his keen blackgyes
upon the Palmer’s face, with a look efpressive
at once of hope and fear, not unmingled with
suspicion. But when he heard the concluding
part of the sentence, his original terror appeared
to revive in full force, and he dropt once more
on his face, exclaiming, ¢ I possess the means of
securing good will ! alas ! shere js but one road
to the favour of a Christian, and how can the
poor Jew find it, whom extortions have already
reduced to the misery of Lazarus ?: Then, as
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if euspicion had overpowered his other feelings,
he suddenly exclaimed, ¢ For the love of God,
young man, betray me not—for the sake of the =
Great Father who made us all, Jew as well as
Gentile, Israelite and Ishmaelite—do me: no
treason ! I have not means to secure the good-
will of a Chuistian beggar, were he rating it at a
single penny.”  As he said these last words, he
raised himself and grasped the Palmer’s mantle
with a look of the most earnest entreaty. The
Pilgrim extricated himself, as if there were con-
tamination in the touch.

¢ Wert thou loaded with all the wealth of thy
tribe,” he said, ¢ what isterest have I to injure
thee >—In this dress T am vowed to poverty, nor
do I change it for aught save a horse and a coat
of mail. Yet think not that T care for thy com-
pany, or propose myself advantage by it; remain
here if thou wilt—Cedric the Saxon may protect
thee.” :

“ Alas!” sgid the Jew, ¢ he will not let me
travel in his train—Saxon or Norman will be
equally ashamed of the poor Israelite; and to
travel by m:yself' through the domains of Philip
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de Majvoisin and Reginald  Front-de-Boeuf—
Good youth, I will go with you !—Let us haste

o —let us gird up our loins—let us flee ’——Here 15
_ thy staff, why wilt thou tarry 27 ;
¢TI tarry not,” said the Pilgrim, giving way

to the urgency of his companion ; ¢ but T must
secure -the means of leaving this place—follow
me.” /

He led the ‘way to the adjoining cell, which,
as the reader is apprised, was occupied by Gurth
the swine-herd.—* Arise, Gurth,” said the Pil-
grim, “ undo the postern gate, and let out the
Jew and me.” :

Gurth, whose occupation, though now held s5
mean, gave him as much eonsequence in Saxon
England as that of Eumzeus in Ithaca, was of.

~ fended at the familiar and commanding tone as-
sumed by the Palmer. < The Jew leaving Ro-
therwood,” sfid he, raising himself on his elbow,
and looking superciliously at him without quit-
ting his pallet, “ and traveling in company with
the Palmer to boot”——

¢ I should as soon have dreamt,” said Wam-

*
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ba, who entered’ the apartment at the instant,
“ of his stealing away with a gammon of bacon.”

¢ Nevertheless,” said |Gurth, agam laying ,
down his head on the wooden log, which served
him for a pillow, « both Jew and Gentile must
be content to abide the opening of the great gate
—we suffer no visitors to depart by stealth at
these unseasonable hours.”

¢ Nevertheless,” said the Pilgrim,in a com-
manding tone, ¢ you will not, I think, refuse me
that favour.” :

So saying, he stooped over the bed of the re-
cumbent swine-herd, and whispered something in
his ear in Saxon. Gurth started up as if electri-
fied. The Pilgrim, raising his finger in an atti-
tude as if to express caution, added, * Gurth,
beware—thou art wont to be prudent. I say,
undo the postern—thou shalt know more anon.”

With hasty alacrity Gurth obeyetl him, while
‘Wamba and the Jew i'o]lowed, both wondering
at the sudden,change in the swine-herd’s de-
meanor.

¢ My mule, my mule ?” said the Jew, as soon
as they stood without the postern.
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¢ Fetch him. his-mule,” said the Pilgrim;
¢ and, hearest thou,~let me have another, that
I may bear him company till he is beyond these
- parts—T will return it safely to some of Cedric’s
train at AshBy, And do thou”—he whlspered
the rest in Gurth’s ear.. :
¢« Willingly, most willingly shgll it be done,"
said Gurth, and instantly departed to execute
the commission. :
<. I wish I knew,” said Wamba, when his
comrade’s back was turned, ¢ what you Palmers
-Jearn in the Holy Land.” :
¢ To say our prayers, fool,” answered the
Pilgrim, ¢ to repent our sins, and to mortify
ourselves with fasting, vigils, and long prayers.”
¢ Something more potent than that,” answer-
ed the Jester; ¢ for when would repentance or
prayer make Gurth do a courtesy, or fasting or
vigil persudde him to lend you a mule ?—I trow
you might as well have told his favourite black
boar of thy vigils and penance, gnd wouldst have
gotten as civil an answer.”
¢ Go'to,” said the Pilgrim, ¢ thou art but a

Saxon fool.”
*
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“,_ThQ\i»’say*.st, well,” said the Jester; « had I
been bomn a Norman, as T think thou art, T
would have bad luck on my side, and been next
door to a wise man,”

At this moment Gurth, a.ppea.red on the oppo-
site side of the moat with the mules. 'The tra-
vellers crossed sthe ditch upon a draw-bridge of
only two planks breadth, the narrowness of which
was matched with the straitness of the postern,
and with a little wicket in the exterior palisade,
which gave access to the forest.  No sooner had
they reached the mules, than the Jew, with hasty
and trembling hands, secured upon the saddle a
small bag of blue buckram, ewhich he took from
under his cloak, containing, as he muttered, < a
change of raiment—only a change of raiment.”
Then getting upon the animal with more alacrity
and haste than could have been anticipated from
his years, he lost no time in so disposing the
skirts of his gaberdine as to conceal completely
from ob‘servati(')nk the burthen which he had thus
exposed ¢n croupe.

- The Pilgrim mounted with more deliberation,

reaching, as he departed, his hand to Gurth, who -

®
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kissed, it with the ‘utmost possible veneration.
The swine-herd stood gazing after the mﬁ]l@m“ =

~\, until they ‘were lost under the boughs‘of the fo-'
rest path, when he was dlsturbed ﬁ'om}ns revene

by the voice of Wamba.  cagas e

<< Knowest thou,” said the Jester, < my good
friend Gurth, that thou art strangely courteous

and most unwontedly pious on this summer
morning—I would I were a black Prior or a
barefoat Palmer,. to avail myself of thy unwont-
ed zeal and courtesy—certes, I would make more
out of it than a kiss of the hand,”

% Thou art no fool .thus far, Wamba,” an-
swered Gurth, < though thou arguest from ap-
pearances, and: the wisest of us can do no more
—But it 1s time for us to look after my charge.”

So saying, he turned back to the mansion, at-
tended by the Jester.

~Meanwhide the travellers COntmued to press
on their journey with a dispatch which argued
the extremity of the Jew’s fears, ,siilce persons at
his age are seldom fond of rapid motion.. The
Palmer, to whom every path and outlet in the
wood appeared to be familiar, led the way

3 §
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through the most devious paths, andmore than
once excited anew the suspicion of the Israclite,
that he intended to betray him into some ambus-
- cade of his enemies.

His doubts might have been indeed pardoned
for, except perhaps the flying fish, there was no
race existing om the earth, in the air, or the wa-
ters, who were the object of such an unintermit-
ting, general, and relentless persecution as the
Jews of this period. Upon the slightest and
most unreasonable pretences, as well as upon ac-
cusations the most absurd and groundless, their
persons and property were exposed to every turn
of popular fury ; for Norman, Saxon, Dane, and
Briton, however adverse these races were to each
other, contended which should look with greatest
detestatlon upon a people, whom 1t was account-
ed a point of religion to hate, to revile, to despise,
to plunder, and to persecute. The kings of the
Norman race, and the independent nobles, who
followed their example in all acts of tyranny,
maintained against this devoted people a perse-
cution of a more regular, calculated, and self-in-
terested kind. It is a well-known story of King

¢
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Jehn, that he confined a wealthy Jew in one of
the royal castles, and daily caused one of his
teeth to be torn out; until, when the jaw of the
unhappy Israelite was half disfurnished, he con-
sented. to pay a large sum, which it was the ty-
rant’s object to extort from him, The little
réady money which was in the country was
chiefly in possession of this persecuted people,
and the nobility hesitated not to follow the ex-
ample of their sovereign, in wringing it from
them by every species of oppression, and even
personal torture. Yet the passive courage in-
spired by the love of gain induced the Jews to
dare the various eyls to which they were sub-
jected, in consideration of the immense profits
which they were enabled to realize in a country
naturally so wealthy as England. In spite of
every species of discouragement, and even of a
special cowrt of taxations, called the Jews’ Ex-
chequer; erected for the yery purpose of despoil-
ing and distressing then, the Jews increased,
multiplied, and accumulated huge sums, which
they transferred from one hand to another by

means of bills of exchange—an invention for
3
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whiel commeree is said to be indebted €0 them,
and which enabled them to transfer their wealth
from land to land, that when threatened with
oppression in one country, their treasure might
be secured in another. ; =

The obstinacy and avarice of the Jews being
thus in a measure placed in‘opposition to the fa-
naticism and tyranny of those under whom they
lived, seemed as it were to increase in proportion
to the persecution with which they were visited ;
and the immense wealth they usually acquired
in commerce, while it fr equently placed them in
danger, was at other times used to extend their
influence and to secure to them a certain degree
of protection. On these terms they lived, and
their character, influenced accordingly,” was
watchful, suspicious, and timid—yet obstinate,
uncomplying, and skilful in evading the dangers
to which they were exposed. 2

When the travellers had pushed on at a rapid
rate through mapy dewious paths, the Palmer at
length broke silence.

“ That large decayed oak,” he said, “ marks

¢
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the boundaries over which Front-de-Boeuf claims
authority—ywe are long since far from those 'of
Malvoisin, . There is now no fear of pursuit.”

¢ May the wheels of their chariots be taken
off,” said the Jew, “ like those of the host of
Pharaoh, thattheymaydrive heavily {—But leave
me not, good Pilgrim—Think but of that fierce
and sayage Templar, with his Saracen slaves—
they will regard neither territory, nor manor,
nor lordship.”

“ Qur road,” said the Palmer, ¢ should here
separate ; for it beseems not men of my character
and thine to trayel together longer than needs
must be. Besides, what succour couldst thou
~ have from me, a peaceful Pilgrim, against two
armed heathens ?”

¢ O good youth,” answered the Jew, ¢ thou
canst defend me, and I know thou wouldst.
Poor as Team, I will requite it—not with money,
for money, so help me my Father Abraham, I

bz

have none—but z i
¢ Money and recompense,” said the Palmer
interrupting him, I have already said I re-

quire not of thee. Guide thee I can; and it
E )
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may be, even defend thee ; since to protect a
Jew against a Saracen, can scarce be accounted
unworthy of a Christian. Therefore, Jew, T will
see thee safe under some fitting escort. © We are
now not far from the town of Sheffield, where
thou mayest easily find many of thy tribe with
whom to take refuge.” A : :

¢ The blessing of Jacob be upon thee, good
youth [” said the Jew ; ““in Sheffield I can har-
bour with my kinsman Zareth, and find some
means of travelling forth with safety.”

¢ Be it s0,” said the Palmer;  at Shefficld
then we part, and half an hour’s riding will
bring us in sight of that towm.”

The half hour was spent in perfect silence on
both parts; the Pilgrim perhaps disdaining to
address the Jew, except in case of absolute ne- -
cessity, and the Jew not presuming to force a
conversation with a person, whose joueney to the
Holy Sepulchre gave a sort of sanctity to his
character. They pauged on the top of a gently
rising bank, and the Pilgrim pointing to the
town of Sheffield, which lay beneath them, re-

peated the words, < Here then we part.”
¢ / 13
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& Npt till you haye had the poor Jew's thanks,”
said Isaac 3 “for I presume not to ask you to go
with me to my kinsman Zareth’s, who might aid
me with some means of repaying your good of-
fices.”

¢ I have already said,” answered the Pilgrim,
¢ that I desire no recompense. = If, among the
huge list of thy debtors, thou wilt, for my sake,
spare the gyves and the dungeon to some un-
happy Christian who stands in thy danger, I
shall hold this morning’s service to thee well be-
stowed.” ;

< Stay, stay,” said the Jew, laying hold of his
garment ; * somethiug would I do more than
this, something for thyself.—God knows the Jew
is poor—yes, Isaac is the beggar of his tribe
—but forgive me should I guess what thou
most lackest at this moment.”

¢ If thowwert to guess truly,” said the Palm-
er, “ it is what thou canst not supply, wert thou
as wealthy as thou say’st thou art poor.”

¢ As I say ?” echoed the Jew; O ! believe
it, I say but the truth; I am a plundered, -
debted, distressed man. Hard hand's have wrung
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from e my goods, my money, my shipi’i‘, and
all that I possessed—Yet I can tell thee what
thou lackest, and it may be, supply it too. Thy
wish even now is for a horse and armour.” %

The Palmer startéd, and turned suddenly to-
wards the Jew :—¢ What fiend prompted that
guess ?” said he hastﬂy &

¢ No matter,” said the Jew, smiling, ¢ though
it be a true one—and, as T can guess thy want,
so I can supply it.”

¢ But consider,” said the Palmer, % my cha-
racter, my dress, my vow.” :

“I know you Christians,” replied the Jew,
“ and that the noblest of you will take the staff
and sandal in superstitious penance, and walk
afoot to visit the graves of dead men.”

¢ Blaspheme not, Jew,” said the Pilgrim
sternly. ,
“TForgive me !” said the Jew; < L spoke rash-
ly. But there dropt words from you last night
and this morr&ng, that, like sparks from flint,
shewed the metal within; and in the bosom of

that Palmer’s gown, is hidden a knight’s' chain
9

¢
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and spurs of gold.  They glanced as you stoop-
ed over my bed in the morning.”

The Pilgrim could not forbear smiling. ¢ Were
thy garments searched by as curious an eye,
Tsaac,” said he, * what discoveries anight not be
made 27 e ‘

¢ No more of that,” said the Jgw, changing
colour ; and dr:iwing forth his writing materials
in haste, as if to stop the conversation, he began
to write upon a piece of paper which he support-
ed on the top of his yellow cap, without dis-
mounting from his mule. When he had finish-
ed, he delivered the scroll, which was in the
Hebrew character, to,the Pilgrim, saying, In
the town of Leicester all men know the rich
Jew, Kirgath Jairam of Lombardy ; give him
this scroll—he hath on sale six Milan harnesses,
- the worst would suit a crowned head—ten good-
ly steeds, the worst might mount a king, were
he to do battle for his throne. Of these he will
give thee thy choice, with every :;'hing else that
can furnish thee forth for the tournament : when
1t is over, thou wilt return them safely—unless

YOL. I Sy
g 3
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thou shouldst have wherethh to pay t thelr value
to the owner.” . :

- “But Isaac, aald the Pﬂgrxm, smllmg, £ dost
thou know that in these sports, the arms and
}s_teed of the knight who is unhorsed are forfeit
to: his victor ? Now I may be unfortunate, and
so lose what T cannot replace orxepay.”

The Jew looked somewhat astounded at this
possibility ; but collecting his courage, he replied
hastily, ¢ No—ne—no—TIt is impossible—I will
not think so. The blessing of our Father will be
upon thee. Thy lance will be powerful as the
rod of Moses.” .

So saying, he was turring his mule’s head
away, when the Palmer, in his turn, took hold
of his gaberdine. ‘ Nay, but Isaac, thou

. knowest not all the risk. The steed may be slain,
the armour injured—for I will spare neither
horse nor man. Besides, those of thy tribe give
nothing for nothing'; something there must be
paid-for their use 2

The'Jew twisted himself in his saddle, like a
man in a fit of the cholic ; but his better feelings

predominated over those which were most fami-
¢ 10
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“Tiar'to him. ~ “T care not,” he said, ¢ 1 care not
—let me go. If there is damage,'it will cost you
nothing—if there is usage money, Kirgath Jair-
-am will forgive it for the sake of his kinsman
Isaac. Fare thee well '—Yet hark thee, good
Ayo’uth—,” said he, turning about, ¢ thrust thyself
_not too forward inte this vain husrley burley—I
‘speak not for endangering the steed, and coat of
‘armour, but for the sake of thine own life and
limbs.”
¢ Gramercy for thy caution,” said the Palmer,
-again smiling ; I will use thy cburtesy frank-
ly, and it will go hard with me but T will requite
Gepd alalun e
- 'They parted, and took different roads for the
town of Sheffield.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Knights, with a long retinue of their squires,

In gaudy liveries march and quaint attires ;

One laced the helm, another held the lance,

A third the shining buckler did advance.

The courser paw’d the ground with restless feet, -

And snorting foam’d and champ’d the golden bit. -

The smiths and armourers on palfreys ride,

Files in their hands, and hammers at their side 5

And nails for loosen’d spears, and thongs for shields provide.

The yeoman guard the streets in seemly bands ;

And clowns come crowding on, with cudgels in their hands.
Palamor and Arcite.

TrE condition of the English nation was at
this time sufficiently miserable. King Richard
was absent a prisoner, and in the power of the
perfidious and cruel Duke of Austiia. Even
the very place of his captivity was uncertain,
and his fate but very imperfectly known to the
generality of his subjects, _th Were, in the mean
time, a prey to every species' of subaltern oppres-
sion.

¢
¢
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Prince John, in league with Philip of France,
Richard’s mortal enemy, was using every spe-
cies of influence with the Duke of Austria, to
prolong the captivity of his brother Richard, to
whom he stood indebted for so many favours.
In the mean time he was strengthening his fac-
tion in the kingdom, of which je proposed to
dispute the succession, m case of the king’s
death, with the legitimate heir, Arthur Duke of
Brittany, son of Geolfrey Plantagenet, the elder
brother of John. 'This usurpation, it is well
known, he afterwards effected. His own charac-
ter being light, profligate, and perfidious, John
easily attached to Lis person and faction, not
only all who had reason to dread the resentment
of Richard for proceedings during his absence,
but also the numerous class of “ lawless reso-
lutes,” whom the crusades had turned back on
their country, accomplished in the vices of the
east, impoverished in substance, and hardened in
character, and who placed, their hopes of harvest :
in civil commotion.

To these causes of public distress and appre-

hension, fall to be added the multitude of out-
7 : &
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laws, who, driven to despair by the oppression of
the feudal nobility, and the severe exercise«o;’:tilg_e;
forest laws, banded together in large gangs, and.
keeping possession of the forests and. the wastes,
set at defiance the justice and magistracy of the.
country. The nobles themselves, ‘each fortified
within his own gustle, :and playing the petty sove-
reign over his own domains, were the leaders of
bands scarce less lawless and . oppressive than

those of the avowed.dei)redators._ -To maintain:
 these retainers, and. to support the extravagance
and magnificence which their pride induced them
to. affect, the nobility borrowed sums of money
from: the Jews at the mosf. usurious interest,
which gnawed into their estates like consuming:
cankers, scarce to be cured unless when circum=
stances gave-them an opportunity of getting free
by exercising. upon their creditors some: act of
unprincipled violence. & e

Under the various burdens imposed by thls
unhappy state of affairs, the people of England
suffered deeply for the present, and had yet more
dreadful cause to fear for the future. To aug-
ment their- misery, a contagious disorder of a

-
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dangerous nature spread through the land ; and,;
rendered mote virulent by the uncleanness, the
indifferent food, and the wretched lodging of
the’ lower classes, swept off many whose fate the
SULVivors were tempted to” envy, as exemptmg‘-
thern from the evils which were to come.

“Yet amid these ‘accumulated distresses, ‘the
poor as well as the rich, the vulgar as well as the
noble, in the event of a totirnament, which was
the grand spectacle of that age, felt as much in-
terest as the half-starved citizen of Madrid, who
has not ‘a real left to ‘buy provisions for his fa-
mily, feels in the issue of a bull-feast. = Neither
duty nior infirmity could keep youth or age from
suchexhibitions. - The Passage of ‘Arms, as it
was called, which was to” take place at Ashby,
in the county of Leicester, as champions of the
_ first renown were to take' the field in the pre-
sence of Rrince John himself, who was expected
to grace the lists, had attracted universal atten-
tion, and an immense conﬁuence of persons of all
ranks hastened upon the- a,ppomted mormng to
the place of combat.

The scene was smgtﬂarly romantie. “On the

2
°
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verge of a wood, which approached to within a
mile of the town of Ashby, was an extensive
. meadow of the finest and most beautiful green
turf, surrounded on one side by the forest, and
fringed on the other by straggling oak-trees,
some of which had grown to an immense size.
The ground, as if fashioned on purpose for the
martial display which was'intended, sloped gra-
dually down on ail sides to a level bottom, which
was inclosed for the lists' with strong palisades,
forming a space of a quarter of a mile in length,
and about half as broad. The form was square,
save that the corners were considerably rounded
off, in order to afford more convenience for the
spectators.  The openings for the entry of the
combatants were at the northern ‘and southern
extremities of the lists, accessible by strong wood-
en gates, cach wide enough to admit two horse- .
men riding abreast. . At each of there portals
were stationed two heralds, attended by six
trumpets, as many pursuivants, and a strong
body of men-at-arms for maintaining order, and
ascertaining the quality of the knights who pro-
posed to engage in this martial game.

v
v
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- On a platform beyond the southern entrance,
formed by anatural elevation of the ground, were
pitched five magnificent pavilions, adorned with -
pennons of russet and black, the chosen colour
of the five knights challengers. The cords of the

tents were of the same colour. « Before each pa-

_ vilion was suspended the shield of, the knight by

-

whom it was occupied, and beside it stood his
squire, ‘quaintly disguised as a savage or sylvan
man, or in some other fantastic dress, according
to the taste of his master, and the character which
he was pleased to assume during the game. The
central pavilion, as the place of honour, had been
assigned to Brian de Bois-Guilbert, whose re-
nown, in all games of chivalry, no less than his
connection with the knights who had undertaken
this Passage of Arms, had occasioned him to be
eagerly received into the company of the challen-
gers, andeeven adopted as a chief. On one side
of his tent were pitched those of Reginald Front-
de-Beeuf and Richard de .Malvoisin, and on the
other was the pavilion of Hugh'de Glentmesnil,
a noble baron in the vicinity, whose ancestor had

been Lord High Steward of England in the time
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of the. Conqueror and' his-son William Rufus.
Ralph de Vipont, a Knight of: 8t John of Jeru-.
salem, who had some ancient possessions: at' a:
place called ‘Heather, near Ashby-dela-Zouche,’
occupied the fifth pavilion. - From the entrance
into the lists, a gently sloping passage, ten yards.
i breadth, led up to the platform.on which the
tents were pitched. It was:strongly secured by
a palisade on each side, as was the!esplanade in;
front of the pavilions, and the Whole was guard-'
ed by men-at-arms. i e ‘
The northern access to the Jists termmated in
a similar entrance of ‘tlnrty feet in breadth; at the:
extremity of which was a large inclosed space for:
such knights as might-be disposed to- enter'the"
lists with the challengers, behind which: were pla-
ced»tents containing refreshments of every kind
for -their. accommodation; with érmourers, fars
riers, and other attendants in readiness to give:
their services. wherever they might be necessary.
The exterior of the.lists was in part occupied
by temporary g;xlleries spread with tapestry and -
carpets, and accommodated-with cushions for the
conyenience of those ladies and nobles who were -

N
U
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expectéd to attendupon the tournament. A mar=
rowspace, betwixt these galleries'and the lists,
gave accommodation for yeomanry and specta-

* tors of a better degree than the mere vulgar, and.
" might be compared to the pit'of a theatre. The

promiscuous multitude arranged themselves up-
on large banks of turf prepared fog the purpose,
which, aided by the matural elevation of the
ground, enabled them to look over the galleries
and obtain: a fair view into the lists. Besides
‘the accommodation which these stations afford-
ed, many hundreds had perched themselves on
. the branches of the trees @llich surrounded the
meadow, and even thesteeple of a country church,
at some distance, was crowded with' spectators.

1t only remains to notice respecting the gene-
ral. arrangement, that one gallery in the very
centre of the eastern side of the lists, and conse-
quent]y exactly opposite to the spot where the
shock of the combat must take place, was raised
higher than' the others, mgre  richly decorated,
and graced by a sort of throne and canopy, on
which: the Toyal arms were emblazoned. Squires,
pages, and yeomen in rich liveries, waited around
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this place of honour, which was designed for

Prince John and his attendants. Opposite to

this royal gallery was another, elevated to the

same height on the western side of the lists ; and

more gaily, if less sumptuously decorated, than -
that destined for the Prince himself. A train of
pages and of young maidens, the'm‘ost beautiful

who could be selecfed, gaily dressed in fancy ha-

bits of green and pink, surrounded a throne de-

corated with the same colours. Among pennons

and flags bearing wounded hearts, burning hearts,

bleeding hearts, bows and quivers, and all the

common-place emblems of the triumphs of Cu-

pid, a blazoned inscriptiondnformed the specta-

tors that this seat of honour was designed for

La Royne de la Beaulté et des Amours. But who

the Queen of Beauty and of Love was to prove,

no one was prepared to guess.

Meanwhile,. spectators of every description
thronged forward to occupy their respective sta-
tions, and not without many quarrels concerning
those which théy were entitled tohold. Some of
these were settled by the men-at-arms with brief
ceremony ; the shafts of their battle-axes, and

C
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puminels of their swords, bemg readily employ-
ed as argument.s to convince the most refractory.
Others, which invalved the rank of more eleva-
ted persons, were determined by the heralds, or
" by the two marshals of the field, William de
- Wyvil, and Stephen de' Martival, who, armed
at all points, rode up and down ghe lists to en-
force and preserve good order among the spec-
tafors.

- Gradually the galleries became filled with
knights and nobles, in their robes of peace,
whose long and rich-tinted mantles were con-
trasted with the gayer and more splendid habits
of the ladies, that, in a greater proportion than
even the men themselves, thronged to witness a

-sport, which one would have thought too bloody
and dangerous to afford them much pleasure,
The lower and interior space was soon filled by
substantiab yeomen and burghers, and such of
the lesser gentry, as, from modesfy, poverty, or
dubieus fitle, durst not assyme any higher place.
It was of course amongst these that the most fre-
quent disputes for precedence occurred.

 Dog of an unbeliever,” said an old man,
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whose thread-bare tunic bore witness to-his po-
verty, as his sword and dagger and golden chain
intimated his pretensions to rank,— whelp of*a
she-wolf ! darest ‘thou press upon a Christian,
and a Norman gentleman of the blood of Moit-
didier 1 )ach 1w
This rough-expostulation was addressed to no
other than our acquaintance Tsaac, Who, richly
and even magnificently dressed in'a gabéfdi'ne
ornamented with lace and lined with fur, endea-
voured to make place in the foremost row be-
neath the gallery for his daughter, the beautiful
Rebecca, who had joined him at Ashby, and who
was now hanging on her father’s arm, not a hittle
terrified for the displeasure which seemed gene-
rally excited by her parent’s presumptidh. ‘But
Isaac, though we have seen him sufficiently timid
upon other occasions, knew well that upon- the
present he had nothing to fear. Tt«vas not in
places of general resort, or where their equals
were assembled, that-any avaricious or malevo-
lent noble durst offer him injury. On such oc-
casions the Jews were under the protection ‘of
the general law; and if that proved a weak as-

4
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surance, it usually happened that there were
aman.g the persons assembled some barons, \irho,
for. then' own interested motives, were ready to
act as their, Pprotectors, On. the present occasion,
Isaac felt! more. than _u.su,aMy “confident, being
aware that Prince John was even then in the
very act of negociating: a large loan from the
Jexws of York, to be secured upon certain jewels
and lands.  Isaac’s own share in this transaction
was. considerable; .and’ he well knew that the
Prince’s eager desire to bring it to-a conclusion
would.insure him his. protéction in the dilemma
in which he stood. stiiar b

Emboldened by these consxderatlons, the Jew
puzsued his point, and jostled the Norman Chris-
tian, without respect either to his descent, quali-
ty, or religion. . The complaints of the old man,
however, excited the indignation of the bye-
standers. @ne of these; a stout well-set yeoman,
arrayed in Lincoln green, having!twelve arrows
in his belt, with a baldric end badge of silver,
and a/bow of six fee_t length in his hand, turned
short round; and while his .countenance, which

ea "”M'endered brown
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as a hazel nut, grew darker with anger, he ad-
~ vised the Jew to remember that all the wealth
he had acquired by sucking the blood of his mi-

serable victims had but swelled him like a bottled *

spider, which might be overlooked while he kept
m a corner, but would be crushed if it ventured
into the light. This intimation, delivered in Nor-
man-English with a firm voice and a stern aspect,
made the Jew shrink back, and he would have
probably withdrawn himself altogether from a vi-
cinity so dangerous, had not the attention of every
one been called to the sudden entrance of Prince
John, who at that moment entered the lists, at-
tended by a numerous and gay train, consisting
partly of laymen, partly of churchﬁlen, as light
m their dress, and as gay in their demeanour as
their companions. Among the latter was the
Prior of Jorvaulx, in the most gallant trim which
a dignitary of the church could exbibit. Fur
and gold was not spared in his garments; and
the points of his boofs, out-heroding the prepos-
terous fashion of the time, turned ap so very far,
as to be attached, not to his knees merely, but
_to his very girdle, and effectually prevented him

¢
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from putting his foot into the stirrup.  This,
however, was a slight inconvenience to the gal-
lant Abbot, who, perhaps, even rejoiced in the

~* opportunity to display his accomplished horse-

manship before so many spectators, especially of

the fair sex. The rest of Prince John's retinue

consisted of the favourite leaders pf his merce<
nary troops, some marauding barons and profli-

gate attendants upon the court, with several

Knights Templars and Knights of St John.

It may be here remarked, that the knights of
these two orders were accounted hostile to King
Richard, having adopted the side of Philip of
France in the long train of disputes which took
place betwixt that monarch and the lion-hearted
King of England. It was the well-known con-
sequence of this discord that Richard’s repeated
victories were rendered fruitless, his romantic at-
tempts to hesiege Jerusalem were disappointed,
and the fruit of all the glory which he had ac-
quired dwindled into an uncertain truce with the
Sultan Saladme. With the samé policy, which
had dictated the conduet of their brethren in the
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ferred upon him, and he was very generally called
Athelstane the Unready. His friends, and he
had many, who, as well as Cedric, were passion-
ately attached to him, contended that this slug-
gish temper arose not from want of courage, but
from mere want of decision ; others alleged that
his hereditary,vice of drunkenness had obsoured
his faculties, never of a very acute order, and
that the passive courage and meek good-nature
which remained behind, were merely the dregs
of a temper that might have been valuable, but
of which all the valuable parts had flown off in
the progress of a long course of brutal debauch-
ery. e )

It was to this person, such as we have deseri-
bed him, that the Prince addressed his imperious
command to make place for Isaac and Rebecca.
Athelstane, utterly confounded at an order which
the manners and feelings of the times hsld so in-
juriously insulting, unwilling to obey, yet unde-
termined how to resist, opposed only the wis in-
ertice to the will of J ohn 3 and, without stirring
or making any motion whatsoever of obedience,
ppened his large grey eyes, and stared at the -
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Prince John, “ or I will have thy swarthy hide
stript off, and tanned for horse-furniture.”

Thus urged, the Jew began to ascend the'steep
and narrow steps which led up to the gallery.

¢« Tet me see,” said the Prince, ¢ who dare
stop him,” fixing his eye on Cedric, whose atti-
tude intimated his intention to hurl the Jew down
headlong.

The catastrophe was prevented by the clown
Wamba, who, springing betwixt his master and
Isaac, and exclaiming, in answer to the Prince’s
defiance, “ Marry, that will 1,” opposed to the
beard of the Jew a shield of brawn, which he
plucked from beneath his cloak, and with which,
doubtless, he had furnished himself, lest the tour-
nament should have proved longer than his ap-
petite could endure abstinence. Finding the abo-
mination of his tribe opposed to his very nose,
while the Jester, at the same time, flourished his
wooden sword above his head, the Jew recoiled,
missed his footmg, and rolled down the steps,~—
an excellent Jest to the spectators, who set up a
loud laughter, in which Prince John and his at-
tendants heartily joined.

\
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The appearance of vanity, which might other-
wise have been attributed to this display, was re-
moved by the propriety shewn in exhibitmg to.
the best advantage the princelyreward with which®
he had been just honoured, and the Knight was
again greeted by the acclamations of all present.

In the meanwhile the bustling Prior of Jor-
vaulx had reminded Prince John, in a whisper,
that the victor must now display his.goed judg-
ment, instead of his valour, by selecting from
among the beauties who graced the galleries a
lady, who should fill the throne of the Queen of
Beauty and of Love, and deliver the prize of the
tourney upon the ensuingday. The Prinee ac-
cordingly made a sign with his truncheon, asi the
Knight passed him in his second career around
the lists. The Knight turned towards the throne,
and sinking his lance, until the point was within
a foot of the ground, remained motionless, as if
expecting John’s commands ; while all admired
the sudden dextenty with which he instantly re-
 duced his ﬁery steed from a state of violent mo-
tion and high excitation to the stillness .of .an
equestrian s‘tatue.

“w
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s Sir Disinherited Knight,” said Prifice John,
% since that is thé only title by which we can ad-
dress"you, it is now your duty, as well as privi-

*lege, to namé the fair lady, who, as Queen of Ho-
nour and of Love, is to preside over next day’s
festival. If, as a stranger in our land, you should
require the aid of other judgment fo guide your
own, we can only say that Alicia, daughter of
our gallant knight Waldemar Fitzurse, has at
our court been long held the first in beauty as in
place. Nevertheless, it is your undoubted prero-
gative to confer on whom you please this crown,
by the delivery of which to the lady of your choice
the election of to-mowrow’s Queen will be formal
and complete.—Raise your lance.”

The Knight obeyed, and Prince John placed
upon its point a coronet of green satin, having
around its edge a circlet of gold, the upper edge
of whichawas relieved by arrow points and hearts
placed interchangeably, like the strawberry leaves
and balls upon a ducal crown.

In the broad hint which he dropped espect- o
ing the daughter of Waldemar Fitzurse, John

had more than ongsmotive, cacirtheffspring of
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a mind, which wasa stmngé misture of cayeless-
ness and presumption with low artifice and cun- ‘
ning. He wished to banish from the mitds of
the chivalry around him his own indecent and”
tnacceptable jest respecting the Jewess Rebee-
ca; he was desirous of conciliating Alicia’s fa-
ther Waldemar, of whom he stood in awe, and
who had more than once shewn himself dissatis-
fied during the course of the day’s proceedings.
He had also a wish te establish himself in the
good graces of the lady ; for John was at least
as licentious in his pleasures as profligate in his
ambition. But bésidgs all these reasons, he was
desirous to raise up agatnst the Disinherited
Knight (towards whom he already entertained a
strong dislike) a powerful enemy in the person of
Waldemar Fitzurse, who was likely, he thought,
higlily to resent the injury done to his daughter,
in case, as was not unlikely, the vietar should
make another choice. :
And so indeed it proved. For the Disinherited
Knight.passed the gallery close to that of the
Prince, in which the Lady Alicia was seated in
the full pride of triumphant beauty, and, pacing
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forwayds as slowly as he had hitherto rode swift-
ly around the lists, he seemed to exercise his right
of eXamining the numerous fair faces which
*adorned that splendid circle.

It was worth while to see the different conduct

of the beauties who underwent this examination,

- during the time it was going forward. Some
blushed, some assumed an air of pride and dig-
nity, some looked straight forward, and essayed
to seem utterly unconscious of what was going
on, some endeavoured to forbear smiling, and
there were'two or three'who laughed outright.
There were also some th-d_ropped their veils
over their ‘charms ; But, as the Wardour Ma-
nuscript ‘says these were beauties of ten years
standing, it may be supposed that, having had
their full share of such vanities, they were willing
to withdraw their claim, in order to give a fair
chance toethe rising beauties of the age.

At length the champion paused beneath the
baleony in which the Lady Roweng was placed,
and the expectation of the spectators was excited
to the utmost.

It must be owned, that if an interest displayed

VOL. I, 2
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in his success could have bribed the Disinherited
Knight, the part of the lists before which he
paused had merited his predilection. Cedric the
Saxon, overjoyed at the discomfiture of the Tem-
plar, and still more so at the miscarriage of his
two malevolent peighbours, Front-de-Beeuf and
Malvoisin, had, with half his body stretched
over the balcony, accompanied the vietor in each
course, not with his eyes only, but with his whole
heart and soul. The Lady Rowena had watch-
ed the progress of the day with eciual attention,
though without betraying the same intense inte-
rest. Even the unmoved Athelstane had shewn
symptoms of shaking off Bis apathy, when, call-
ing for a huge goblet of muscadine, he quaffed
it to the health of the Disinherited Knight.

Another group, stationed under the gallery
occupied by the Saxons, had shewn no less inte-
rest in the fate of the day. .

<« Father Abraham !” said Isaac of York, when
the first course was gun betwixt the Templar and
the Disinherited Knight, ¢ how fiercely that Gen-
tile rides! Ah, the good horse that was brought
all the longeway from Barbary, he takes no more

care of him than if he were a wild ass’s colt—
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and the noble armour, that was worth so many
sequints to Joseph Pareira, the armourer of Mi-
lan, besides seventy in the hundred of profits, he
®cares for it as little as if he had found it in the
highways !”
¢ If he risks his own person and limbs, father,”
said Rebecca, *in doing such a dueadful battle,
he can scarce be expected to save his horse and
armour.”
£ Child I” replied Isaac, somewhat heated,
¢ thou knowest not what thou speakest—His
neck and limbs are his own, but his horse and
armour belong to——Holy Jacob ! what was I
about to say | —Nevertheless, it is a good youth—
See, Rebecca ! sge, he is again about to go up to
battle against the Philistine—Pray, child—pray
for the safety of the good youth,—and of the
speedy horse, and the rich armour.—God of my
fathers ", he again exclaimed, “ he hath conquer-
ed, and the uncircumcised Philistine hath fallen
before his lance,—even as Qgg the King of Ba-
shan, and Sihon, King of the Amorites,.fell be-
fore the sword of our fathers !—Surely he shall
take their gold and their silver, ang their war-

.
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‘horses, and their armour of brass and of steel,
for a prey and for a spoil”

The same anxiety did the worthy Jew delsplay
during every course that was run, seldom faﬂmg
to hazard a hasty calculation concerning the va-
lue of the horse and armour which was forfeited
to the champion upon each new success. There
"had been therefore no small interest taken in the
success of the Disinherited Knight, by those who
occupied the part of the lists before which. he
now paused. :

Whether from indecision or some other mo-
tive of hesitation, the champion of the day re-
mained stationary for moré than a mmute, while
the eyes of the silent audience were rivetted upon
his motions; and then, gradually and gracefully
sinking the pomt of his lance, he deposited the
coronet which it supported at the feet of the fa,i/r
Rowena. The trumpets instantly sounded, while
the heralds proclaimed tlae Lady Rowena the
Queen of Beauty aud of Love for the ensuing
day, menacing with suitable penalties those who
should be disobedient to her authority.  They
then repeated their cry of Largesse, to which

e
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Cedrie, in the height of his joy, replied by an
ample donative, and to which A thelstane, though

less f)romptly, added one equally large.

There was some murmuring among the dam-
sels of Norman descent, who were as much un-
used to see the preference given to a Saxon
beauty, as the nobles were to susgain defeat in

“the games of chivalry which they themselves had

introduced.  But these sounds of disaffection
were drowned by the popular shout of ¢ Long
live the Lady Rowena, the chosen and lawful
Queern of Love and of Beauty !” to which many
added, ¢ Long live the Saxon Princess! long
live the rage of the immortal Alfred !”
However unacceptable these sounds might be
to Prince John, and to thosé around him, he saw
himself nevertheless obliged to confirm the no-

‘mination of the victor ; and accordingly calling to

horse, ke left his throne, and mounting his jen-

" nett, accompanied by his train, he again entered

the lists. The Prince pausgd a moment beneath
the gallery of the Lady Alicia, to whom he paid
his compliments, observing, at the same time, to
those around him—¢ By my halidome, sirs! if

.
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the Knight’s feats in arms have shewn that he
hath limbs and sinews, his choice hath no less
proved that his eyes are none of the clearest.”

v
It was on this occasion, as during his whole

life, John’s misfortune not perfectly to under-
stand the characters of those whom he wished to
conciliate. Waldemar Fitzurse was rather of-
fended than pleased at the Prince. stating thus
broadly an opinion that his daughter had been
slighted. ! '

% I know no right of chivalry,” he said, ““ more
precious or inalienable than that of each free
knight to choose his lady-love by his own judg-
ment. My daughter courts distinction. from no
one; and in her own character, and in her own
sphere, will never fail to receive the full propor-
tion of that which is her due.”

Prince John replied not; but, spurring his
horse, as if to give vent to his vexation, ke made
the animal bound forward to the gallery where
Rowena was sgated, with the crown still at her
feet.

¢ Assume,” he said, < fair lady, the mark of

your sovereignty, to which none vows homage



| IVANHOL. g - 2180

more sincerely than ourself ; and if it please you
to-day, with your noble sire and friends, to grace
our Banquet in the Castle of Ashby, we shall
~ earn to know the empress to whose service we

devote to-morrow.”

Rowena remained silent, and Cedric answered
for her in his native Saxon, gt L

“ The Lady Rowena,” he said,  possesses not
the language in which to reply to your courtesy,
or to sustain her part in your festival. I also,
and the nobl@ Athelstane of Koningsburgh, speak
only the language, and practise only the manners
of our fathers. We therefore decline with thanks
your courteous invitation to the banquet. To-
morrow the Lady Rowena will take upon her the
state to which she has been called by the free
election of the victor Knight, confirmed by the
acclamations of the people.”

So saying, he lifted the coronet, and placed it

* upon Rowena’s head, in token of her acceptance

of the temporary authority a,ssigl’led to her.

<« What says he #” said Prince John, affecting
not to understand the Saxon language, m which,
however, he was well skilled. Tl.le purport of
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~ Cedric’s 'speech was repeated to him in French.
¢ Tt is well,” he said ; ¢ to-morrow we will our-
self conduct this mute sovereign to her séat of
dignity.—You, at least, Sir Knight,” he added,”
turning to the victor, who had remained near the
gallery, < will this day share our banquet.”

The Knight, speaking for the first time, in a
low and hurried voice, excused himself by plead-
ing fatigue, and the necessity of preparing for-
to-morrow’s encounter.

“ Tt is well,” said Prince John haughti']y %
¢ although unused to such refusals, we will en-
deavour to digest our banquet as we may, though
ungraced by the most successful in arms, and his
elected Queen of Beauty.” e

So saying, he left the lists with his glittering
train, and his departure was the signal for the
breaking up and dispersion of the spectators.

Yet, with the vindictive memory proper to of-
fended pride, especially when combined with con-
scious want of desert John had hardly proceed-

. ed three paces, ere, turnm(r around, he fixed an
eye of stern resentment upon the yeoman who
had displeasegl him in the early part of the day,

5
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and issped his commands to the men.-at-arms who
stood near—¢ On your life, suffer not that fel-
low to' escape.”

° The yeoman stood the angry glance of the
Prince with the same unvaried steadiness which
had marked his former deportment, saying, with
a smile, I have no intention to Jeave Ashby
until the day after to-morrow—I must see how
- Staffordshire and Leicestershire can draw their
bows—Needwood and Charnwood must rear
good archers.”

“1,” said Prince John to his attendants, but
not. in direct reply, ¢ I will see how he can draw
his own; and woe betide him unless his skill
should prove some apology for his insolence.”

¢ It 1s full time,” said Bracy, ¢ that the outre-
cuidance of these peasants should be restrained
by some striking example.”

Waldesnar Fitzurse, who probably thought
his patron was not taking the readiest road to
popularity, shrugged up his, shoulgers and was
silent. Prince John resumed his retreat from
the lists, and the dispersion of the multitude be-

came general. )
10 %
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In various routés, according to the different
quarters from which they came, and in SO of .
various numbers, the spectators were seen retr eat-
ing over the plain. By far the most numerous
part streamed towards the town of Ashby, where
many of the distinguished persons were lodged
in the castle, and where others found accommo-
dation in the town itself. Among these were most
of the knights who had already appeared in the
tournament, or who proposed to fight there the
ensuing day, and who, as they rode slowly along,
talking over the events of the day, were greeted
with loud shouts by the populace. The same
acclamations were bestowtd upon Prince John,
although he was indebted for them rather to the
splendour of his appearance and train, than to
the popularity of his character.

A more sincere and more general, as well as a
better-merited acclamation, attended %he victor
of the day, until, anxious to withdraw himself
from populag noticg, he accepted the accommo-
dation+of one of those pavilions pitched at the
extremities of the lists, the use of which was

. 2 6
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courteously tendered him by the mursha.lé of the
field. Upon his retn'mg to his tent, many who
had hngered in the lists, to look upon and form
conJectures concerning him, also dispersed.

The signs and sounds of a tumultuous con-
course of men lately crowded together in one
place, and agitated by the same passing events,
were now exchanged for the distant hum of voices
of different groups retreating in all directions,
and these speedily died away in silence. No
other sounds were heard save the voices of the
menials who stripped the galleries of their cush-
ions and tapestry, in order to put them in safety
for the night, and wrangled among themselves for
the half-used bottles of wine and reliques of the
refreshments which had been served round to the
spectators.

Beyond the precincts of the HKsts more than
one forge®was erected ; and these now began to

glimmer through the twilight, announcing the
toll of the armourers, which was,to continue
through the whole night, in order to repair or

alter the armour which were to be used to-morrow.
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~ of his own squire, or rather yeoman—a cl.owpish- ;
looking man, who, wrapt in a cloak of dark-co-

loured felt, and having his head and face half-

buried in a Norman bonnet made of black fuf,

scemed to affect the incognito as much as his

master, All others being excluded from the tent,

this attendant relieved his master from the more

burthensome parts of his armour, and placed food

and wine before him, which the exertions of the

day had rendered very acceptable.

He had scarcely finished a hasty meal, ere his
menial announced to him that five men, each lead-
ing a barbed steed, desired to speak with him.
The Disinherited Emight had exchanged his ar-
mour for the long robe usua]lyeworzl by those of
his condition, which, being furnished with a hood,
concealed the features, when such was the plea-
sure of the wearer, almost as completely as the
visor of the helmet itself; but the twilight, which -
was now fast darkening, would of itself have ren- .
dered a disguise unnecessary, unless to persons
to whom the face of an individual chanced to be
particularly well known.

The Disiilherited Khnight,$herefore, stept bold-
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ly forth to the front of his tent, and found the
sq_uii'e's of the challengers, whom he easily knew
by thelr russet and black dresses, each of whom
Ted his master’s charger, loaded with the armour
in which he had that day fought. :

“ According to the laws of chivalry,” said the
foremost of these men, “ I, Baldwin de Oyley,

- squire to the redoubted Knight Brian de Bois-
Guilbert, make offer to you, styling yourself the
Disinherited Knight, of the horse and afmour
used by the shid Brian de Bois-Guilbert in this
day’s passage of arms, leaving it with your noble-
ness to retain or to ransom the same, according to
your pleas’ufg ; for sueh is the law of arms.”

The other squires repeated nearly the same
formula, and shen stood to await the decision of’
the Disinherited Knight.

« Mo you, four sirs,” replied the Knight, ad-
dressig ghose who had last spoken, ¢ and to
your honourable and valiant masters, I have
one common reply. Commend me fo the noble
Knights, your masters, and say, I should do ill
to deprive them of steeds and arms which can
never be used by braver cavaliers.—I would I
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~ could here end my message to these gallant
knights ; but being, as I term myself, in truth
and earnest, the Disinherited, I mustbe thus far
bgund to your masters, that they will, of their
courtesy, be pleased to ransom .their armour,
since that which I wear I can hardly term mine

own.”

L8

“We stand commissioned,” answered the squire
of Reginald Front-de-Beeuf, ““to offer each a hun-
dred zecchins in ransom of these horses and suits
of armour.” ' 3 .

¢TIt is sufficient,” said the Disinherited Knight.
“ Half the sum my present necessities compel me
to accept ; of the remaining half, distribute one
moiety among yourselves, sir squires, and divide
the other half betwixt the heralds> and the pur-
sutvants, and minstrels, and attendsnts.”

The squires, with cap in hand, and low reve-
rences, expressed their deep sense of a courtesy
and generosity not often practised, at least upon
a scale so extensive. The Disinherited Knight
then addressed his discourse to Baldwin, the
squire of Brian de Bois-Guilbert. ¢ From your
master,” said he, ¢ I will accept neither arms nor

<
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of various kinds to the place of the tournament ;
and it was dark, for the banks and bushes inter-
cepted the light of a fair summer moon.  ©

From the village were heard the distant sounds. :
of revelry, mixed occasionally with loud laughter,
sometimes broken by screams, and sometimes by
wild strains of distant music., All these sounds,
intimating the disorderly state of the town, crowd-
ed with mlhtary nebles, ‘and their dissolute at-
tendants, gave Gurth some uneasin.ess_. '« The
Jewess was right,” he said to himself. < By
heaven and St Dunstan, I would T were safe at
my journey’s end with all this treasure ! Here
are such numbers, I will nof say of arsant thieves,
but of errant knights and errant squires, errant
monks and errant minstrels, errant jugglers and
errant jesters, that a man with a single merk
would be in danger, much more a poor swine-
herd with a whole bagful of zecchins. Weould T
were out of the shade of those infernal bushes,
thatT might at’least s@ any of St Nicholas’s clerks
before they spring on my shoulders.”

Gurth accordingly hastened his pace, in order
to gain the ®pen common to which the lane led,
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‘the lane, found hlmself in a stragghng thlcket
which lay betwixt it and the open common. He
was compelled to follow his rough conductérs in-
to the very depth of this cover, where, unexpect-
edly,u they stopt in an irregular open space, free
In a great measure from trees, and on which,
therefore, the beams of the moon fell without
much interruption from boughs and leaves. Here
his captors were joined by two other persons, ap-
parently belonging to the gang. They had short
swords by their sides, and quarter-staves in their
hands, and Gurth could now observe that all six
wore' visors, which rendered their occupation a
matter of no question, even had gheir former
proceedings left it in doubt.

¢ What money hast thou, churk?” said one of
the thieves.

¢ Thirty zecchins of my own property,” an-
swered Gurth, doggedly. : ©

¢ A forfeit—a forfeit,” shouted the robbers ;
“ a Saxon hath thirgy zécchins, and neturns sober
from a-village! An undeniable and unredeem-
able forfeit of all he hath about him.”

¢
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leathern pouch, in which the purse given h‘im"by

Rebecea was enclosed, as well as the rest of the

ze(,chms, and then continued his i mtelroa'atxon —_

% Who is thy master 2> e
¢ The Disinherited Knight,” said Gurth.

¢ Whose good lance,” replied the robber,
“ won the prize in to-day’s tournay. What is his
name and lifeage 7

¢ It 1s hus pleasure,” answered Gurth ¢ that
they be concealed ; and from me, assuredly., you
will learn nought of them.”?

‘¢ What is thine own name and hneage #

¢ To tell that,” said Gurth,  might reveal my
master’s,”

“ Thou art a saucy groom, sald' the robber,
< but of that anon. How comes thy master by
this gold ? is it of his inheritance, or by what
means hath it accrued to him ?”

“ By his good lance,” answered Gurth.—
¢ These bags ‘contain the ransom of four good
horses, and four good suits of armour.”

* How much is there ?” demanded the robber.

“ Two hundred zecchins,”
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{4 Only two hundred zecchins " said, the ban.
dit; * your master hath dealt liberally by the
vanqyished, and put them to a cheap ransom.
«Name those who paid the gold o A
' Gurthdid'so. i

% The armour and horse of the Tez’riplzif Brian -
de Bois-Guilbert, at what ransom were they
held >—Thou see’st thou canst not deceive me.”

% My master,” replied Gurth, ¢ will take
nought from the Templar save his Iife’s-blood.
They are onsterms of mortal defiance, and can-
not hold courteous intercourse together.” :
¢ “ Indeed !” repeated the robber, and paused
after he had said the word. ¢ And what wert
thou now doing at Ashby with such a charge in
thy custody ?”

¢ I went thither to render to Isaac the Jew of
York,” replied Gurth, ¢ the price of a sut of
armour with which he fitted my master for this
tournaglent v :

¢ And how much did’st thou pay to Isaac P—
Methinks, to judge by Welgﬁt there 1s still two
hundred zecchins in this pouch.” :
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A light was procured accordmgly, an& the rob-
ber proceeded to examine the purse. The others
crowded around him, and even two who had hold
*of Gurth relaxed their grasp while they stretched
their necks to see the issue of the search. Avail-
ing himself of their negligence, by a sudden ex-
ertion of strength and activity, Gurth shook him-
self free of their hold, and might have escaped
could he have resolved to leave his master’s pro-
perty behind him. But such was no part of his
intention. Hé wrenched a quarter-staff from one
of the fellows, struck down the Captain, who was
altogether unaware of his purpose, and had well
nigh repossessed himself of the pouch and trea-
sure. The thieves, however, were too nimble for
him, and aggin secured both the bag and the
trusty Gurth.

¢ Knave |” said the Captain, getting up, * thou
hast bgoken my head ; and with other men of
our sort thou would’st fare the worse for thy in-
solence. But thou shalt know thy fate instantly.
First let us speak of thy master the knight's
matters must go before the squire’s, according to
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the dueorder of chivalry. Stand thou fpgt:.indbe
meantime—if thou stir again, thou shalt have
that will make thee quiet for thy life~~Com-
rades !” he then said, addressing his gang, ¢ Thi§
purse is embroidered with Hebrew characters,
and I well believe the yeoman’s tale is true.
The errant knight, his master, must needs pass
us toll-free. He is too like ourselves for us to
make booty of him, since dogs should not worry
dogs where wolves and foxes are to be found in
abundance.” 3

“ Like us?” answered one of his gang; “ I
should like to hear how thatis made good.”

¢ Why, thou fool,” answered the Captain, “is
h not poor and disinherited as we are >—Doth
ne not win his substance at the,sword’s point
as we do —Hath he not beaten Front-de-Beeuf
and Malvoisin, even as we would beat them if
we could ? Is he not the enemy to life apd death
of Brian de Bois-Guilbert, whom we have so
much reason to fear ? - And were all this other-
wise, wouldst thou have us show a worse con-
science than an unbeliever, an Hebrew Jew 2?

7
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“% Nay, that were a shame,” mutteted the
other fellow; “ and jret, when 1 served in the
band &f stout old Gandelyn, we had no such
seruples of conscience. And this insolent pea-
sant,—he too, I warrant me, is to be dJsmmsed
scatheless 7”

¢ Not if thow canst scathe him,” ,;'ephed the
Captain. ** Here, fellow,” continued he, address-
ing Gurth, “ canst thou use the staff, that thou
starts to it so readily ?”

¢ I think,” said Gurth,  thou should be best
able to reply to that question.”

“ Nay, by my troth, thou gavest me a round
knock,” replied the Captain; « do as much for
this fellow, and thou shalt pass scot-free; and
if thou dost not—why, by my faith, as thou art
such a sturdy knave, I think T must pay thy ran-
som myself.—Take thy staff, Miller,” he added,
¢ and kegep thy head ; and do you others let the
fellow go, and give him a staff—there is light
enough to lay on load by.” :

The two champions being ahke armed with
quarter-staves, stepped forward into the centre
of the open space, in order to have the full be-
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nefit of the moon-light ; the thieves in the mean-
time laughing, and crying to their comrade,
« Miller ! beware thy toll-dish.” The Miller,
on the other hand, holding his quarter-staff by’
the middle, and making it flourish round his
head after the fashion which the French call mou~
linet, exclaimed boastfully, ¢ Come on, churl, an
thou darest : thou shalt feel the strength of a
miller’s thumb 1

¢ If thou beest a miller,” answered Gurth
undauntedly, making his weapor! play around
his head with equal dexterity, ¢ thou art doubly
a thief ; and I, as a true man, bid thee defiance.”

So saying, the two champions closed together,
and for a few minutes they displaye:i great equa-~
lity in strength, courage, and skill, intercepting
and returning the blows of their adversaries with
the most rapid dexterity, while, from the conti-
nued clatter of their weapons, a person at a dis-
tance might have supposed that there were at
least six persons engaoed upon each side.. Less
obstinate, and even less dangerous combatants,
have been described in good heroic verse; but
that of Gurth and 'the Miller must remain un-

.
(3
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sung, for want of a sacred poet to do jiisticé to
its eventful progress.” Yet, though quarter-staff
play be out of date, what we can in prose we will
do for these bold Ghampions. i

* Long they fdught equally, until the Miller be-
gan to lose temper at finding himself so stoutly
opposed, and hearing the laughter of his compa-
nions, who, as usual in such cases, enjoyed his
vexation. This was not a state of mind favour-
able to the noble game of quarter-staff, in which,
as in ordinary cudgel-playing, the utmost cool-
ness is requisite ; and it gave Gurth, whose tem-
per was steady, though surly, the opportunity of
acquiring a decided advantage, in availing him-
self of which he displayed great mastery.

The Miller ressed furiously forward, dealing
blows with either end of his weapon alternately,
and striving to come to half-staff distance, while
Gurth defended himself against the attack, keep-
ing his hands about a yard asunder, and cover-
ing himself by shifting his weapon with great ce-
lerity, so as to protect his head and body. Thus
did he maintain the defensive, making his eye,
foot, and hand keep true time, until, observing

11 :
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his antagonist to lose wind, he darted the staff at
his face with his left hand ; and, as the Miller en-
deavoured to parry the thrust, he slid his'right
hand down to his left, and with the full swing of
the weapon struck his antagonist on the left side
of the héad, who instantly measured his length
upon the green sward.

% Well and yeomanly done !” shouted the rob-
bers; * fair play and Old Englantf for ever! -
The Saxon hath saved both his purse and his
hide, and the Miller has met his match.”

“« Thotr may’st go thy ways, my friend,” said
the Captain, addressing Gurth, in special con-
firmation of the general veice, « and I will cause
two of my comrades to guide ¢hee by the best
way to thy master’s pavilion, and do guard thee
from night-walkers that might have less tender
consciences than ours ; for there is many one of
them upon the amble in such a night as this.
Take heed, however,” he added sternly ; « re-
member thoy hast refused to tell thy name—ask
not after ours, nor zndeavour to discover who or

what we are ; for, if thou makest such an attempt,
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his powerful succour, but, if an opportunity
should offer, to make hnn feel the weight of his
battle-axe :

~ Bracy, and other kmghts attached to Prmce
John, in obedxence to a hint from him, had join-
ed the party of the challengers, John being desi-
rous to secure, if possible, the v1ctory to that side.
On the other hand, many other knights, both
English and Norman, natives and strangers, took
part against the challengers, the more readily that
the opposite band was to be led by s0 distinguish-
ed a champion as the Disinherited Knight had
approved himself,

So soon as Prince John dbserved that the des-
tined queen of the day had artived upon the
field, assuming that air of courtedy which sat
well upon him when he was so pleased, he rode
forward to meet her, doffed his bonnet, and dis-
mounting from his horse, assisted the Lady Row-
ena from her saddle, while his followers unco-
vered at the same tirge, and one of the most dis-
tinguished dismounted to hold her palfrey.

¢ It 1s thus,” said Prince John, “ that we set
the dutiful example of loyalty to the Queen of
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Love and Beauty, and are ourselves her’ guide to
the throne which she must this day occupy.—
.Ladiés,” he said,  attend your Queen, as you
wish to be distinguished by like honours.”

8o saying, the Prince marshalled Rowena to
the seat of honour opposite his own, while the
fairest and most distinguished ladies present
crowded after her to obtain places as near as pos-
sible to their temporary sovereign.

No sooner was Rowena seated, than a burst of
music, half.drowned by the shouts of the multi-
tude, greeted her new dignity. Meantime, the
sun shone fierce and bright upon the polished
arms of the knights of either side, who crowded
 the opposite extremities of the lists, and held ea-
- ger conferencé together concerning the best mode
of arranging their line of battle, and supporting
the conflict.

The heralds then proclaimed silence until the
laws of the tourney should be rehearsed. These
were caleulated in some degree to abaté the dan- :
gers of the day ; a precaution the more necessary,
as the conflict was to be ma.mtamed with sharp
swords and pointed lances.
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mounted bravely, and armed richly, 'étmldi‘éhﬂy
prepared for an encounter so formidable, seated‘
on their war-saddles like so many pillars of i iron,
and awaiting the signal of encounter with the
same ardpur as their generous steeds, which, by
neighing and pawing the ground, ga,ve mgnal of
their impatiénce.

As yet the knights held their long lances up-
right, their bright points gla.ncmg to the sun, and -
the streamerswith which they were decorated flut-
tering over the plumage of the helmets, Thus

they remained while the marshals of the field
surveyed their ranks Wlth the utmost exactness,
lest either party had more or fewer than the
appointed number. The tale was found exactly
complete. The marshals then Withdrew from
the lists, and William de Wyvil, with a voice of
thunder; pronounced the signal words— Laissex
aller !' The trumpets sounded as he spoke—the
spears of the champions were at once lowered
and. placed in the wests—the spurs were dashed
into the flanks of the horses, and the two fore-
most ranks of either party rushed upon each

©
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~ other,in full gallop, and met in the middle of the
lists with a shock, the sound of which was heard
ata mile’s distance.

The consequences of the encounter were not
instantly seen, for the dust raised by the tramp-
ling of so many steeds darkened the air, and it
was a minute ere the anxious spettators could
see the fate of the encounter. When the fight
became visible, half the knights on each side
were dismounted, some by the dexterity of their
adversary’s lajnce,—eome by the superior weight,
which had broke down both horse and man,—
some lay stretched on earth as if never more to
rise—some had already gained their feet, and
were Aclosing hand to hand with those of the
enemy who were in the same predicament-—and
two or three, who had received wounds by which
they were disabled, were stopping their blood by
their scarfs, and endeavouring to extricate them-
selves from the tumult. The mounted knights,
whose lances had been almogt all broken by the
fury of the encounter, were now closely’engaged -
with their swords, shouting their war-cries, and
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Such being the interest taken by the faar sex
in"this bloody game, that of the men is more
easily understood. It shewed itself in lotid ac-
clamations upon every change of fortune, while
all eyes were so rivetted on the lists, that the

: spectator; seemed as if they themselves dealt and

received the blows which were there so freely
bestowed. And between every pause was heard
the voice of the heralds, exclaiming, ¢ Fight on,
brave knights! Man dies, but glory lives !—
Fight on—death is better than defeat —Fight
on, brave knights ! for bright eyes behold your:
deeds I”

Amid the varied fortunes of the combat the
eyes of all endeavoured to discover the leaders
of each band, who, mingling in the thick of the
fight, encouraged their companions both by voice
and example. Both displayed great feats of gal-'
lantfy, nor did either Bois-Guilbert or the Dis-
inhierited Knight find in the ranks opposed to
them a champion who could be termed their un-
questianed match. They repeatedly endeayour-
ed to single out each other, spurred by mutual
animositys and aware that the fall of either leader

4 2
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might be considered as decisive of vietory. Such,
however, was the erowd and confusion, that, dus
ring the earlier part of the conflict, their efforts
o0 meet Were unavailing, and they were 1epeﬂted- :
ly separated by the eagerness of their followers,
each of whom were anxious to win henour, by
measuring their strength aga.mst the leader of =
the opposite party. :
But when the field became thin by the num-

bers on elther side, who, having yielded tlem-
selves vanqwshed had been compelled to the
extremity of the lists, or had been otherwise
rendered incapable of continuing the strife; the
Templar and the Disinherited Knight at length
encountered*hand to hand, with all the fury that

© mortal animosity, joined to rivalry of honour,
could inspire.‘ Such was the address of each in

* parrying and striking, that the spectators broke

- forth into an unanimous and involuntary shout,

expressive of their delight and admiration.

But at this moment the party of the Disin-
herited Knight had the wor#; the gigantic arm
of Front-de-Beeuf on the one flank, and the pon-

ToLiL, T
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derous sfrength of Athelstane on the other, bear- -

ing down and dispersing those immediatély ex-
posed to them. Finding themselves freeds from
their immediate antagonists, it seems to have oce
curred to both these knights at the same instant,
that thep would render the most decisive advan-
tage to their party, by aiding the Templar in his
contest with his rival. Turning their horses,
therefore, at the same moment, the Norman
spurred towards him on the one side, and the
Saxon on the other. It was uttexly impossible
that the object of this unequal and unexpected
assault could have sustained it, had he not been
warned by a general cix from the spectators,
who could not but take interest, in®one exposed
to such disadvantage. 5

“Beware ! beware ! Sir Disinherited Knight !”
was shouted so universelly, that the knight be-
came aware of his danger, and striking a full
blow at the Templar, he reined back his steed in
the same moment, so as to escape the career of
Athelstane, and Frdnt-de-Beeuf; these knights,
thereford, their aim being thus eluded, rushed
from opposite sides betwixt the object of their
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attack and the Templar, almost runnipg their
horses against each other ere they could‘:swp’ ;
their eareer. Recovering their horses, however,
- and wheeling them round, the whole three pur-
sued their purpose of bearing to the earth the
Disinherited nght ik ik

- Nothing could have saved Him except the re- -
markable strength and activity of the fioblé horse
which he had won on the preceding day.

This stood him in the more stead, as the horse
of Bois-Guilbert was wounded, and those of
Tront-de-Beeuf and Athelstane were both tired
with the weight of their gigantic masters, clad in
complete armour, and, with the preceding exer-
tions of the .day. The complete horsemanship
of the Disinherited Knight, and the activity of
the noble animal which he mounted, enabled
him for a few minutes to keep at sword’s point
his three antagonists, turning and wheeling with
the agility of a hawk upon the wing, keeping
his enemies as far separate as he could, and rush-
ing now against the one, now against the other,
dealing sweeping blows with his sword, “without
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waiting fo receive those ,which were aimed at him :
‘in. return. 5

But although the lists rung with the applauses
of his dexterity, it was evident that he must a
last be overpowered ; and those around Prince
John implored him with one voice to throw down
his warder, and to save so brave a knight from
the dlsgrace of being overcome by odds.

“ Not I, by the light of Heaven'!” answered
Prince John ; “ this same springal, who conceals
his name, and despises our proffesed hospitality,
hath already gained one prize, and may now let
others have their turn.” As he spoke thus, an
unexpected incident chaqged the fortune of the
day. o

There was among the ranks of | the Disinherit-
ed Knight a champion in black armour, mounted
on a black horse, large of size, tall, and to all ap-
pearance powerful and strong. This knight,
who bore on his shield no device of any kind,
had hitherto evinced very little interest in the
event of the fight, *beating off with seen;ing ease
those kﬁights who attacked him, but neither pur-

il
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suing his advantages, nor himself assailing any
one. In short, he acted the part rather of a spec-
tator than of a party in the tournament, a cir-
cumstance which procured him among the spec-
tators the name of Le Noir Faineant, or the
Black Sluggard. T

At once this knight seemed to threw aside his
apathy, when he discovered the leader of his
‘party so hard bestead ; for, setting spurs to his
horse, which was quite fresh, he came to his as-
sistance like a thunderbolt, exclaiming, in a voice
like a trumpet-call, ¢ Desdichado, to the rescue I”
Tt was high time; for, while the Disinherited
Knight was pressing pon the Templar, Front-
de-Beeuf had got nigh to him with his uplifted
sword ; but ere the blow could descend, the Sa-
ble Knight encountered him, and Front-de-Beeuf
rolled on the ground, both horse and man. Le

Voir Faineant then turned his horse upon Athel-
stane of Coningsburgh ; and his own sword ha-
ving been broken in his encgunter with Front-
de-Boeuf, he wrenched from the hand of the
bulky Saxon the battle-axe which he wielded,
and dealt him such a blow upon thes crest, that
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Athelstane also lay senseless on the ﬁeld.. Ha-
.vihg achieved this feat, for which he was the
more highly applauded that it was totally unex-
pected from him, the knight seemed to resumé
the slug%ishness of his character, returning cahm-
ly to the northern extremity of the lists, leaving
his leader te cope as he best eould with Brian de
Bois-Guilbert. This was no longer matter of so
much difficulty as formerly. The Templar’s
horse had bled much, and gave way under the
shock of the Disinherited Knight's charge. Brian
de Bois-Guilbert rolled on the field, incumbered
with the stirrup, from which he was unable to
draw his foot. His antagoist sprung from horse-
back, and commanded him to yield himself, when
~ Prince John, more moved by the Templar’s dan-
gerous situation than he had been by that of his
rival, saved him the mortifieation of confessing -
himself vanquished, by casting down his warder,

and putting an end to the conflict.

It was, indeed, only the reliques and embers
of the fight which continued to burn; for of the
few knights who still continued in the lists, the
greater part had, by tacit content, forborne the

(0
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conﬂxct for some hme, leaving it to be determmd
by the strife of the leaders. bigia
The squires, who had found it & matter of dam-
‘ger and difficulty to attend their masters during
the engagement, now thronged into the lists to
pay their dutiful attendance to the wounded, who
were removed with the utmost care and attention
to the neighbouring pavilions, or to the quarters
prepared for them in the adjoining village.
Thus ended the memorable field of Ashby de
la Zouche, ohe of the most gallantly contested
tournaments of that age ; for although only four
knights, including one who was smothered by the
heat of his armour, had died upon the field, yet
upwards of thxrty were desperately wounded, four
or five of whom never recovered. Several more
were disabled for life ; and those who escaped
best carried the marks of the conflict o the grave
with them. Hence it is always mentioned in the
old records, as the Gentle and Free Passage of
Arms of Ashby.
It being now the duty of “Prince J ohn to name
the knight who had done best, he determined that
 the honour of the day remained with the knight

.
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whom the popular voice had termed Le Noir Fai-

neant. It was pointed out to the Prince; in im-

peachment of this decree, that the victory had

been in fact won by the Disinherited Knight,"
who, in the course of the day, had overcome six

champion'é with his own ‘hand, and who had fi-

nally unhorsed and struck down the leader of
the opposite party. But Prince John adhered to

his own opinion, on the ground that the Disin-

herited Knight and his party had lost the day,

but for the powerful assistance of the Knight of
the Black Armour, to whom, therefore, he per-

sisted in awarding the prize.

To the surprise of all present, however, the
knight thus preferred was nowhere to be found.
He had left the Lists immediately when the eon-.
flict ceased, and had been observed by some spec-
tators to move down one of the forest glades with
the same slow pace and listless’and indifferent
manner which had procured him the epithet of
the Black Sluggard.( After he had been sum-
moned twice by sound of trumpet, and procla-
mation of the heralds, it became necessary to
name another to receive the honours which had

(S
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been assigned to him. Prince John hadnow no
further excuse for resisting the claim of the Dis-
inherfted Knight, whom, therefore, he named the
champion of the day.

Through a field slippery with blood, and in-
cumbered with broken Armour and the’bodies of
slain and wounded horses, the marshgls of the lists
again conducted the victor to the foot of Prince
John’s throne.

¢ Disinherited Knight,” said Prince John,
« since by tht only title you will consent to be
known to us, we a second time award to you the
honours of this tournament, and announce to you
your right to claim and receive from the hands of
the Queen of Leve and Beauty, the Chaplet of
Honour which your valour has justly deserved.”
The Knight bowed low and gracefully, but re-
turned no answer.

‘While the trumpets sounded, while the heralds
strained their voices in proclaiming honour to the
brave and glory to the victor—while ladies waved
their silken kerchiefs and em’broidered veils, and
while all ranks joined in a clamorous shout of
exultation, the marshals conducted the Disinhe-

’
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vited Knight across the Lists o the foot of that
throne of honour whxch was occupied by the
Lady Rowena. g &l i

. On the lower step of t}ns throne the champmn
was made to kneel down. Indeed his whole action
since the fight had ended seemed rather to have
been upen the impulse of those around him than
from his own free will ; and it was observed that
he tottered as they guided him the second time
across the lists. Rowena, descending from her
station with a graceful and dignified step, was
about to place the chaplet which she held in her
hand upon the helmet of the champion, when the
marshals exclaimed with ope voice, ¢ It must not
be thus—his head must be bare.” * The knight
muttered faintly a few words, which were lost in
the hollow of his helmet, but their purport seem-
ed to be a desire that his casque might not be
removed. j

Whether from love of form or from curiosity,
the marshals paid no attention to his expressions
of reluctance, but Unhelmed him by cutting the
laces of his casque, and undoing the fastening of »
his gorget. When the helmet was removed, the
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well-formed, yet sun-burnt features of.a_young
man of twenty-five were scen, amidst a profusion
of sHort fair hair. His countenance was as pale
*as death, and marked in one or two places with
streaks of blood. ;
 Rowena had no sooner beheld hint than she
uttered a faint shriek ; but at once summoning
up the energy of her disposition, and compelling
herself, as it were, to proceed, while her frame
yet trembled with the viclence of sudden emo-
tion, she plated upon the drooping head of the
victor the splendid chaplet which was the des-
tined reward of the day, and pronounced, in a
clear and distinet tone, these words: I bestow
on thee this .chaplet, Sir Knight, as the meed of
valour assigngd to this day’s victor :” Here she
paused a moment, and then firmly added ; “And
upon brows more worthy could a wreath of chi-
valry never be placed !”

The knight stooped his head, and kissed the
hand of the lovely sovereign by whom his valour
had been rewarded ; and then, sinking yet farther
forward, lay prostrate at her feet. ;
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« Front-de-Beeuf must prepare to restore his
fief of Ivanhoe,” said Bracy, who, having dis-
charged his part honourably in the tournament,
had laid his shield and helmet aside, “and agam’
mingled with the Prince’s retinue.

¢ Ay, answered Walkdemar Fitzurse, * this
gallant is likely to reclaim the castle and manor
which Richard assigned to him, and which your
Highness’s generosity has since given to Front-
de-Beeuf.”

¢ Front-de-Beeuf,” replied John, ¢ is a man
more willing to swallow three manors such as
Ivanhoe, than to disgorge one of them. For the
rest, sirs, I hope none hege will deny my right
to confer the fiefs of the cfown upon the faithful
followers who are around me, and ready to per-
form the usual military service, in the room of
those who have wandered to foreign countries,
and can neither render homage nor service when
called upon.”

The audience were too much interested in the
question not to proﬁounce the Prince’s assumed
right altogether indubitable. ¢ A generous

Prince '—a_most noble Lord, who thus takes
8
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upon himself the task of rewardmg 1n&{@.1thful
followers.” :

Such were the words which burst from the
4rain, expectants all of them of similar grants at
the expence of King Richard’s followers and fa-
vourites, if indeed they had not as yet received
such. Prior Aymer also assented to the general
proposition, observing, however, ¢ That the
blessed Jerusalem could not indeed be termed a
foreign country. She was communis mater—the
mother of allChristians.  But he saw not,” he
declared, < how the Knight of Ivanhoe could
plead any advantage from this, since he (the
Prior) was assured, that the crusaders, under
Richard, had neyer proceeded much farther than
Ascalon, which, as all the world knew, was a
town of the Philistines, and entitled to none of
the privileges of the Holy City.”

‘Waldemar, whose curiosity had led him towards
the place where Ivanhoe had fallen to the ground,
now returned. ¢ The gallant,” said he, * is
likely to give your Highnesg hittle disturbance,
and to leave Front-de-Beeuf in the quie.t posses-
sion of his gains—he is severely wounded.”



. 262 IVANHOE.

« Whatever becomes of him,” said Prince Jblin,
-« he 3 victor of the day ; and were he tenfdld our
enemy, or the devoted friend of our brgther,
which is perhaps the same, his wounds must b
Jooked to—our own physician shall attend him.”

A stern smile curled the Prince’s lip as he
spoke. Waldemar Fitzurse hastened to reply,
that Tvanhoe was already removed from the lists,
and in the custody of his friends.

< T was somewhat moved,” he said, * to see the
grief of the Queen of Love and Honour, whose
sovereignty of a day this event has changed into
mourning. I am not a man to be moved by a
woman’s lament for her lover, but this same La-
dy Rowena suppressed her sorrow ¥ith such dig-
nity of manner, that it could only be discovered

. by her folded hands, and her tearless eye, which
trembled as it remained fixed on the lifeless form
before her.”

“ Who is this Lady Rowena,” said Prince
John, ¢ of whom we have heard so much ?”

“ A Saxon heifess of large possessions,” re-
plied the Prior Aymer; * a rose of loveliness,
and a jewel of wealth ; the fairest among a thou-

3
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. sand, a bundle of myrrh, and a cluster.of cam-
phire?” e

« We shall cheer her sorrows,” said Prince
YJohn, ¢ and amend her blood by wedding her to
a Norman. She seems a minor, and must there-
fore be at our royal disposal in marriage.—How
say’st thou, De Bracy? What think’st thou of
gaining fair lands and livings, by wedding a Sax-
on, after the fashion of the followers of the Con-
queror 77

% If the lands are to my liking, my lord,” an-
swered Bracy, * it will be hard to displease me
with a bride; and deeply will I hold myself
bound to your highness for a good deed, which
will fulfill all promises made in favour of your
servant and vassal.” ;

« We will not forget it,” said Prince John;
¢ and that we may instantly go to work, command
our seneschal presently to order the attendance
of the Lady Rowena and her company—that is,
the rude churl her guardian, and the Saxon ox
whom the Black Knight str ruck down in the tour-
nament, upon thisevening’s banquet. —De Bigot,”
he added to his seneschal, ¢ thou wilt word this

VOL. 1. U .
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our segand summons so courteously, as to gratify

®the pride of these Saxons, and make it impossible
for them again to refuse ; although, by the Bones
of Becket, courtesy to them is casting pearls be-"
fore swine.”

Prince John had proceeded thus far, and was
about to give the signal for retiring from the lists,
when a small billet was put into his hand.

¢ From whence ?” said Prince John, looking at
the person by whom it was delivered.

¢ From foreign parts, my lord, but from
whence I know not,” replied his attendant. « A
Frenchman brought it hither, who said, he had
ridden night and day to put it intq the hands of
your highness.” :

The Prince looked narrowly at the superscrip-
tion, and then at the seal, placed so as to secure
the flox-silk with which the billet was surround-
ed, and which bore the impression of three fleurs-
de-lis. John then opened the billet with apparent

“agitation, which wsibly increased when he had
perused. the contents, which were expressed in
these words—

«« Take*heed to yourself, for the devil is un-
chained.”



IVANHOE. 265

The Prince turned as pale as deafs,looked
first on the carth and then up to heaven, like %
mafi who has received news of sentence of death
* having been passed upon him. Recovering from
the first effects of his surprise, he took Waldemar
Fitzurse and Bracy astde, and put the billet into
their hands successively. -

“T'his may be a false alarm, or a forged letter,”
said Bracy.

< It is France’s own hand and seal,” replied
Prince John.

< It is time then,” said Fitzurse, ¢ to draw
our party to a head, either at York, or some other
centrical place. A f&w days later, and it will be
indeed too late.® Your highness must break short
this present mmummery.”

% The yeomen and commons,” said Bracy,
< must not be dismissed discontented, for lack of
their share in the sports.”

< The day,” said Waldemar, “is not yet very
far spent—let the archers shoot a few rounds at
the target, and the pnze be adjudged. This will
be an abundant fillment of the Princé’s pro-

10
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mises, s far as this herd of Saxon serfs is con-
cerned.” : :

« T thank thee, Waldemar,” said the Prince ;
« thou remindest me, too, that I have a debt to*
pay to that insolent peasant who yesterday in-
- sulted our person. Our‘banquet also shall go
forward to-night as we proposed. Were this my
last hour of power, it should be an hour sacred
to revenge and to pleasure—let new cares come
with to-morrow’s new day.”

The sound of the trumpets soon recalled those
spectators who had already begun to leave the
field; and proclamation was made that Prince
John, suddenly called by high and peremptory
public duties, held himsglf obliged to discon-
tinue the entertainments of to-morrow’s festival :
Nevertheless, that unwilling so many good yeo-
men should depart without a trial of skill, he was
pleased toappoint them, beforeleaving the ground,
presently to execute the competition of archery
intended for the morrow. To the best archer
a prize was to be awarded, being a bugle-horn,

mounted with silver, and a silken baldrick richly
9
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ornamenbed with a medallion of St Hnbert, the
patron of sylvan sport.

More than thirty yeomen at first presented
themselves as competitors, several of whom were
rangers and under-keepers in the royal forests of
Needwood and Charnwood. Wheh, however,
the archers understood with whom they were to
be matched, upwards of twenty withdrew them-
selves from the contest, unwilling to encounter
the dishonour of almost certain defeat. For in
these ldays‘ the skill of each celebrated marks-
man was as well known for many miles round
him, as the qualities of a horse trained at New-
market are known #o those who frequent that ce-
lebrated H:eet'zng. :

The diminished list of competitors for sylvan
fame still amounted to eight. Prince John step-
ped from his royal seat to view more nearly the
persons of these chosen yeomen, several of whom
wore the royal livery. Having satisfied his cu-
riosity by this investigation, he ldoked for the ob-
ject of his resentment, whom he observed stand-
ing in the same spot, and with the same composed
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counterlgce Whlch he had exhibited upon the
preceding day. :

¢ Fellow,” said Prince John, “ I gueséed“by
thy insolent babble thou wert no true lover of the
long-bow, and I see thou darest not adventure
thy skill among such mervy-men as stand yon-
der.” ‘}

¢ Under favour, sir,” replied the yeoman, ¢
have another reason for refraining to shoot, be-.
sides the fearing discomfiture and disgrace.”

¢ And what is thy other reason,”‘said Prince
John, who, for some cause which perhaps he
could not himself have explained, felt a painful
curiosity respecting this individual.

¢¢ Because,” replied the v‘voodsn&lan: ¢ T know
not if these yeomen and I are used, to shoot at
the same marks ; and because, moreover, I know
not how your grace might relish the winning of
a third prize by one who has unwittingly fallen
under your displeasure.”

Prince John -colou:ed as he put the question,
 What is thy name, yeoman ?”

£ Locksiey,” answered the yeoman.
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& Then, Locksley,” said Prifios J ohn, ¢ thou
shalt shoot in thy turn, when these yeomen have
disptayed their skill. If thou carriest the prize,

*1 will add to it twenty nobles ; but if thou losest
it, thou shalt be stript of thy Lincoln green, and
scourged out of the lists with bow-strngs, for a
wordy and insolent braggart.”

s And how if T refuse to shoot on such a wa-
ger ?” said the yeoman.—< Your grace’s power,‘
supported, as it is, by so many men-at-arms, may
indeed easily strip and scourge me, but cannot
compel me to bend or to draw my bow.”

 If thou refusest my fair proffer,” said the
Prince, ¢ the Provost of the lists shall cut thy
bow-string,'break thsr bow and arrows, and ex-
pel thee frqm the presence as a faint-hearted
craven,”

¢¢ This 1s no fair chance you put on me, proud
Prince,” said the yeoman, * to compel me to
peril myself against the best archers of Leicester
and Staffordshire, under the penalty of infamy
if they should overshoot Me. Nevertheless, I
will obey your will.” >

¢ Look to him close, men-at-armg,” said Prince
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Jobn, ¢ his heart is sinking; I am jealous lest
he -attempt to escape the trial. And do you, good
fellows, shoot boldly round ; a buck and a“butt
of wine are ready for your refreshment in yonder
tent, when the prize is won.”

A targét was placed at the upper end of the
southern avenue which led to the lists. The con-
tending archers took their stance in turn, at the
bottom of the southern access; the distance be-
tween that station and the mark allowing full dis-
tance for what was called a shot at rovers. The
archers, having previously determined bylot their
orderof precedence, were to shoot each three shafts
in succession. The sports ware regulated by an of-
ficer of inferior rank, termed the Provost of the
games ; for the high rank of the marshals of the
lists would have been held degraded, had they
‘condescended to superintend the games of the
yeomanry.

One by one the archers, stepping forward, de-
livered their shafts yeomanlike and bravely. Of
twenty-four arrows, shot in succession, ten were
fixed in the target, and the others ranged so near
it, that, considering the distance of the mark, it

3
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was accounted good archery. Of the ten ghafts

which hit the target, two within the inner ring
were Shot by Hubert, a forester in the service of
~ "Malvoisin, who was accordingly pronounced vic-

torious. 3

“ Now, Locksley,” #aid Prince Jofin to the
devoted yeoman, with a bitter smile, ¢ wilt thou
try conclusions with Hubert, or wilt thou yield
up bow, baldrick, and quiver to the Provost of
the sports 7”

¢ Sith it may be nosbetter,” said Locksley,
I am content to try my fortune; on condition
that when I have shot two shafts at yonder mark
of Fitthers 5, ) he shall-be bound to shoot one at
that which I shail propose

< That is but fair,” answered Prince John,
¢ and it shall not be refused thee.—If’thou dost
beat this braggart, Hubert, I will fill the bugle
with silver-pennies for thee.”

A man can but do his best,” answered Hu-
bert; “but my great-grandsi.re dréw a good long
bow at Hastings, and I trust not to dishonour his
memory.” :

The former target was now removed, and a

!
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iresh one of the same size placed in its room.
‘Hubert who, as victor in the first trial of skill,
had the right to shoot first, took his aint with
great deliberation, long measuring the distanc&
with his eye, while he held in his hand his bend-
ed bow, svith the arrow Lplaced on the string. At
length he m(ade a step forward, and raising the
bow at the full stretch of his left-arm, till the
centre or grasping-place was nigh level with his
face, he drew the bow-string to his ear. The ar-
row whistled through the air, anddighted within
the inner-ring of the target, but not exactly in
the centre.

“ You have not allowed for the wind, f—Iubert,”
said his antagonist, ben(ﬁng his b(t)w, « or that
had been a better shot.” 2

So saying, and without showing the least anxie-
ty to pause upon his aim, Locksley stept to the ap-
pointed station, and shot his arrow as carelessly
in appearance as if he had not even looked at the
mark. He was speaking almost at the instant
that the shaft left the bow-string, yet it alighted
in the tafget two inches nearer to the white spot
which marked the centre than that of Hubert.

2
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& By the light of heaven !” said Prince J ohn
to Hubért, “an thou suffer that runagate huig
to overeome thee, thou art worthy of thegallows.”

~Hubert had but one set speech for all occasions.
¢ An your highness were to hang me,” he said,
% a man can but do his best. Neverthehess, my .
grandsire drew a good bow”

¢ The foul fiend on thy grandsire "and all his
generation,” interrupted John ; * shoot, knave,
and shoot thy best, cr it shall be the worse for
thee.” » i

Thus exhorted, Hubert resumed his place, and
not neglecting the caution which he had received
from his adversary, he made the necessary allow-
ance for a vefy light dlr of wind, which had
just arisen, and'shot so successfully that his ar-
row alighted in the very centre of the target.

“ A Hubert! a Hubert !” shouted the popu-
lace, more interested in a known person than in
a stranger. “ In the clout!—n the clout !—a
Hubert for ever I” 4

¢ Thou can’st not mend that shot, Locksley,”

said the Prince, with an insulting smile. *
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¢¢ T will notch his shaft for him, howeve“r,” re-
plied Locksley. 7

And letting fly his arrow with a litde more
precaution than before, it lighted right upon that
of his competitor, which it split to shivers. The
peopleswho stood around were so astonished at
his wonderful dexterity, that they could. not even
give vent fo their surprise in their usual clamour.
¢ This must be the devil, and no man of flesh
and blood,” whispered the yeomen to each other ;
¢¢ such archery was ngver seen since a bow was
first bent in Britain.”

“ And now,” said Locksley, I crave your
grace’s permission to plant such a mark as is
used in the north coun’try; and"welcome every
brave yeoman who shall try a shot at it to win a
smile from the bonny lass he loves best.”

He then turned to leave the lists. ¢ Let your
guards attend me,” he said, ¢ if you please—I
go but to cut a rod from the next willow bush.”

Prince Jehn made a signal that some attend-
ants should follow him in case of his escape ; but
the cry’of ¢ Shame ! shame !” which burst from
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‘the multltude, induced him to alter his ungene-
Tous purpose. :
Lodksley returned almost instantly with a W11-
IBw wand about six feet in length, perfectly
straight, and rather thicker than a man’s thumb.
He began to peel this with great composure, ob-
serving, at the same time, that to ask a good
woodsman to shoot at a target so broad as had
hitherto been used, was to put shame upon his
skill. ¢ For his own part,” he said, “ and in
the land where he was bred, men would as soon
take for their mark King Arthur’s round-table,
which held sixty knights around it. A child of
seven years old,” he sgid, “ might hit 1t with a
headless shaft’; bpt,” allded he, walking delibe-
rately to the other end of the lists, and sticking
the willow wand upright in the ground, ¢ he that
hits that rod at five-score yards, I call him an
archer fit to bear both bow and quiver before a
king, an it were the stout King Richard him-
self.”
¢« My grandsire,” said Hulert, ¢ chew a good
bow at the battle of Hastings, and nevet shot at
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such a mark in his life—and neither w111 I If
2 this yeoman can cleave that rod, I give himn the
bucklers—or rather, I yield to the devil*that is
in his jerkin, and not to any human skill ; a m&h
can but do his best, and I will not shoot where I
am suré to miss. I n;ight as well shoot at the
edge of our parson’s whittle, or at a wheat straw,
or at a sun:bca,m, as at a twinkling white streak
which I can hardly see.”

 Cowardly dog !” said Prince J ohn —COSiT
rah Locksley, do thoy, shoot ; but, if thou hit-
test such a mark,-I will say thou art the first
man ever'did so. Howeer it be, thou shalt not
crow over us with a meregshew of superior skill.”

“ I will do my best, as Hubert.says,” answer-
ed Locksley ; ¢ no man can do pore.”

‘So saying, he again bent his bow, but on the
present occasion looked with attention to his wea-
pon, and changed the string, which he thought
was no longer truly round, having been a little
frayed by the two former shots. He then took
his aim with sonYe deliberation, and the mul-

itude dwaited the event in breathless silence.

The arche.r vindicated their opinion of his skill :

l
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his arrow split the willow rod against which it
was aimed. A jubilee of acclamations followed ;
and e¥en Prince John, in admiration of Locks-
Tey’s skill, lost his dislike to his person. ¢ These
‘twenty nobles,” he said, ¢ which, with the bugle,
thou hast fairly won, are thine own ; we will make
them fifty, if thou wilt take livery,and service
with us as a yeoman of our body guard, and be
near to our person. For never did so strong a
‘hand bend a bow, or so true an eye direct a
shaft.” £ 5

¢ Pardon me, noble Prince,” said Locksley ;
< but I have vowed, that if ever I take service,
it should be M;ith yourq;oyal brother, King Rich-
ard. These twenty nobles I leave to Hubert,
who has this day drawn as brave a bow as his
grandsire did at Hastings. Had his modesty not
refused the trial, he would have hit the wand as
well as 1.”

Hubert shook his head as he received with re-
luctance the bounty of the str.angel'; and Locks-
ley, anxious to escape further observation, mixed
with the crowd, and was seen no more.

The victorious archer would not perhaps have
(]

\
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escaped John’s attention so easily, had not that
“Prince had other subjects of anxious and more
important meditation pressing upon his mind at
that instant. He called upon his chamberlain &%
he gave the signal for retiring from the lists, and
commanded him instanttly to gallop to Ashby,
and seek out Isaac the Jew. ¢ Tell the dog,”
he said, ¢ to send me, before sun-down, two thou«
sand crowns. He knows the security; but thou
mayest shew him this ring for a token. The rest
of the money must be paid at York within six
days. If he neglects, I will have the unbelieving
villain’s head. Look that thou pass him not on
the way ; for the cucumcxsed slave was displaying
his stolen finery amongst us

So saying, the Prince resumed /his horse, and
returned to Ashby, the whole crowd breaking
up and dispersing upon his retreat. :

a3
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in the meanwhile, occupied his castle, and dfspo-
.sed of his domains without scruple ; and sé‘ek;in,g‘
at present to dazzle men’s eyes by his hospitality
and magnificence, had given orders for great pree
parations, in order to render the banquet as splen-

did as passible.

The purveyors of the Prince, who exercised,
upon this and other occasions, the full authority
of royalty, had swept the country of all that cb,uld
be collected which was esteemed fit for their mas-
ter’s table. Guestsalso were invitedsin great num-
bers ; and in the necessi‘ty in which he presently
found himself of courting popularity, Prince John
had extended these to a fey distinguished Saxon
and Danish families, as tvell ag to®the Norman
nobility and gentry of the neighbox.lrhood. How-
ever despised and degraded on ordinary occa-
sions, the great numbers of the Anglo-Saxons
must necessarily render them formidable in the
civil commotions which seemed approaching, and
1t was an (;bviqus point of policy to secure popu-
larity with their leatlers.

It was accordingly the Prince’s intention, which
he for some time maintained, to treat theseunwont-

ed guests With a courtesy to which they had been
. s :

)
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“as little accustomed. But although no man with
less seruple made his ordinary habits and feel.
“ings bend to his interest, it was the misfortune
*of this Prince, that his levity and petulance were
perpetually breaking out, and undoing all that
had been gained by his.previous dissimulation.
~Of this fickle temper he gave a memorable ex-
ample in Ireland, when sent thither I)y his father,
Henry the Second, with the purpose of buying
golden opinions of the inhabitants of that new
and importart acquisition to the English erown.
Upon ‘this occasion-the Irish chieftains contend-
“ed which should first offer to the young Prince
their loyal homage and the kiss of peace. But,
instead of réceiying their salutations with cour-
tesy, John zmgl his petulant attendants could not
resist the temptation of pulling the long beards
of the Irish chieftains, a conduct which, as might
have been expected, was highly resented by these
insulted dignitaries, and produced fatal conse-
quences to the English domination,in Ireland. It
is necessary to keep these inconsistencies of John’s
character in view, that the reader niay under-

stand his conduct during the present evening.
9

L)
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In execution of the resolution Whlcll he _]de
-fornied during his cooler moments, Princé John -
received Cedric ?.lgxd Athelstane Wlth dls,_tlngqml;l,
ed eﬁ’urtes_y, and expressed his disappointmends -
without resentment, when the indisposition of
" Rowenaavas alleged by the former as a reason for
her not attending upon his gracious summons.
Cedric and ‘Athelstane were both dressed in the
ancient Saxon garb, which, although not unhand-
some initself, and in the present instance composed
of costly materials, was so remote im shape and ap-
pearance from that of the other guests, that Prince
John took great credit to himself with Waldemar
Fitzurse for refraining from laughter at a sight
which the fashion of the Hay rgnd@red so ridicu-
lous. Yet, in the eye of sober Judgment, the
short close tunic and long mantle of the Saxons
was a more graceful, as well as a more conve-
nient dress, than the garb of the Normans, whose
under garment was a long doublet, so loose as
to resemble a shirt or waggoner’s frock, covered
by a cloak of scailty dimensions, neither fit to
defend the wearer from cold or from rain, and
the only pl.lrpose of which seemed to be to dis-

/
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up, had succeeded almost as well as the modern
professors of the culinary art in rendermg ‘them
perfectly unlike their natural appearance. © Be-'
sides these dishes of domestic origin, there were®
various dehcacles brought from foreign parts,
and a quantity of rich pnstry, as well as of the
simnel-bread and wastle cakes, which were only
used at the tables of the highest nobility. The
banquet was crowned with the richest wines, both
foreign and domestic.

But, though luxurioys, the Ndrman nobles
were not, generally speaking, an intemperate
race. While indulgihg themselves in the plea-
sures of the table, they aimed at delicacy, but
avoided excess, and were apt ta,object gluttony
and drunkenness to the vanquished Saxons, as
vices peculiar to their inferior strain. Prince
John, indeed, and those who courted his plea-
sure by imitating his foibles, were apt to indulge
to excess in the pleasures of the trencher and the
goblet ; and indeed it is well known that his death
was occasioned by 4 surfeit upon peaches and
new ale. His conduct, however, was an excep-

tion to the general manners of his countrymen.
!

¢
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Withsly gravity, interrupted only by private
signs to each other, the Norman knights hntl no-,
ruder demeanour of Athelstane

“and Cedric at a banquet, to the form and ‘fashion
of which they were unaccustomed. And while
their demeanour was thjis the subject of sarcas-
tic observation, the untaught Saxons unwittingly
transgressed several of the arbitrary rules esta-
blished for the regulation of society. Now, it is
well known that a man may with more impunity
be guilty of an actual breach either of real good
breeding or of good morals, than appear ignorant
of the most minute point of fashionable etiquette.
Thus Cedric, who drigd his hands upon a towel,
instead of suffesing the moisture to exhale by
waving them gracefully in the air, incurred more
ridicule than his companion Athelstane, when he
swallowed to his own single share the whole of a
large pasty composed of the most exquisite fo-
reign delicacies, and termed at that time a Ka-
rum-pie. When, however, it was discovered, by
a serious cross-examination., that the Thane of
Conningsburgh (or Franklin, as the Normans
termed him,) had no idea what he had been de-

{
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vouring, and that he had taken the contents off !
 the Karum-pxe for larks and pxgeons, whereas
they were in fact beccaficoes and nightingales,
his ignorance brought him in for an ample share”
of the ridicule which would have been more just-
ly bestowed on his gluttany. :
sThe long feast had at length its end ; and,
while the goblet circulated freely, men talked of
the feats of the preceding tournament,—of the un-
known victor in the archery game,—of the Black
Knight, whose selfﬁdeniql had mduced him to
withdraw from the honours he had won,—and of
. the gallant Tvanhoe, who had so dearly bought
the honours of the day. The topics were treated
with military frankness, and the jestt and laugh
went round the hall. The brow of,Prince John
alone was overclouded during these discussions ;
some overpowering care seemed agitating his
mind, and it was only when he received occa-
sional hints from his attendants that he seemed
to take interest ¢n what was passmg around him.
On such oceasions ho would start up, quaff off a -
cup of wine as if to raise his spirits, and then
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mmgle in the conversation by some observatlon
made abrupdy or at random. ;

«“ Ve drink this beaker, said he, “ to the

“health of Wilfrid of Ivanhoe, champion of this
passage of arms, and grieve that his wound ren-
ders him absent from aur board—Let all fill to
the pledge, and especially Cedric of Rotherhars,
the worthy father of a son so promi.sing.”

¢ No, my lord,” replied Cedric, standing up,
and placing on the table his untasted cup, « I
yield not the fame of son, to the disobedient youth,
who at once despises my commands, and relin-
quishes the manners and customs of his fathers.”

% "Tis impossible,; cried Prince John, with
well-feigned *astenishment, ¢ that so gallant a
knight should be an unworthy or disobedient
son.”

% Yet, my lord,” answered Cedric, “ so it is
with this Wilfrid. He left my homely dwelling
to ming]e with the gay nobility of your brother’s
court, where he learned to do those tricks of
horsemanship whlch you prlze so highly. He
left 1t contrary to my wish and command ; and
in the days of Alfred that would haye been term-

! |
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ed dlsobedxenca-—-ay, and a crime severely pu-
nishable.” : i

“ Alas I” replied Pnnce J ohn, w1th a deep £
sigh of affected sympathy, since your son wase
a follower of my unhappy brother, it need not be
enquired swhere or fromewhom he learned the
lesson of ﬁha.l disobedience.” ;

Thus spoke Prince John ; wilfully forgetting
that of all the sons of Henry the Second, though
no one was free from the charge, he himself had
been most distinguished for rebellizn and ingra~
titude to his father.

T think,” said he, * after a moment’s pause,
¢ that my brother proposeg to confer upon his
favourite the rich manor of Ivashoe.”

“ He did endow him with it,” agswered Ced-
ric;  nor is it my least quarrel against my son,
that he stooped to hold, as a feudal vassal, the
very domains which his fathers possessed in free
and independent right.”

“ We shall ¢hen have your willing sanction,
good Cedric,” said Prince J ohn, “ to confer this
fief upon & person whose dignity will not be di-
‘minished by holding land of the British crown.

y
!

’



S e
IVANHOE. S L apg
Sir hegmld Front-de.Beeuaf;” he said, turmng
towards that Baron, I trust you will so'keep
the goodly Barony of Ivanhoe, that Sir Wilfrid
~shall not incur his father’s farther displeasure by
again entering upon that fief.”
<« By St Anthony !” answered the blagk-brow’d
giant, < I will consent that your h!ghness shail
hold me a Saxon, if either Cedric or Wilfrid,
or the best that ever bore English blood, shall
wrench from me the gift with which your high-
ness has graced me.” }
<« Whoever shall call thee Saxon, Sir Baron,”
replied Cedric, offended at a mode of expression
by which the Normang frequently expressed their
habitual confempt of the English, ¢ will do thee
an honour as great as it is undeserved.”
Front-de-Boeuf would have replied, but Prince
John’s petulance and levity got the start.
< Assuredly,” said he, < my lords, the noble
Cedric speaks truth ; and his race may claim pre-
cedence over us as much in the Jength of their
pedigrees as in the longitudé of their cloaks.”
_ % They go before us indeed in the field—as
deer before dogs,” said Malvoisin. |

{
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* And with good right may they go beﬁ)re us
l—-—ferget not,” said the Prior Aymer, * the sut :
perior decency and decorum of their mammers”

< Their singular abstemiousness'and temper-””
ance,” said Bracy, fomettmg the plan which pro-
mised himea Saxon brides -

# Together with the courage and conduct;%"
said Brian de Box:s-Guﬂbert ¢ by which they
distinguished themselves at Hastings and else-
where.”

While, with smooth gnd smiling cheek, the
courﬁers, ceach in turn, followed their Prince’s
example, and aimed a shaft of ridicule at Ce-
drie, the face of the Saxon hecame inflamed with
paésion, and he glanced his eycs‘ﬁ‘ercely from
one to another, as if the quick suggession of 'so
many injuries had prevented his replying to them
tn turn; or, like a baited bull, who, surround-
ed by his tormentors, is at a loss to choose from
among them the immediate object of his revenge.
At length he spoke,. with a -voice half chokedr
with passion; and, addressing himself to Prince
John as thé head and front of the offence which.
he had received,  Whatever,” he said, ¢ have

4
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beén the follies and. vices of our race, a Saxon
would have been held ‘nidering, * (the most eni-
phasic term for abject worthlessness,) who should,
=in his own hall, and while his own wine-cup
pa.ssed have treated an unﬂﬁ‘endmg guest as your
'}ughness has this day beheld me used ;°and what-
ever was the misfortune of our fathers on the field |
of Hastings, those may at least be silent,” here
he looked at Front-de-Beeuf and the Templar,
« who have within these few hours once and
again lost satldle and stirrup before the lance of
a Saxon.”
<« By my faith, abmng jest,” said Prince John.
« How like you it, girs >—Our Saxon subjects
rise in cpil it'and.coura’oe ; become shrewd in “:}t,
and bold in Dearing, in these unsettled times—

* There was nothing accounted so ignominious among
the Saxons as to merit this disgraceful epithet. Even
William the Conqueror, hated as he was by them, conti-
nued to draw a considerable army of Amglo-Saxons to his
standard, by threatening to stigihatize those that staid at

" home as Nidering. Bartholinus, I think, mentions a si-
milar phrase which had like inflacnee on the Danes.
L. T.
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What say ye, my lords ?—By this good hght,

" T hold it best to take our gal]eys, and return to :

Normandy in time.” =, Fi

« For fear of the Saxons " said Bracy, laugh# v

ing; ¢ we should need no weapon but our hunt-
ing spears to bring these boars to bay.”
A truce with your rmllery, -Sir Knights,”

said Fltzurse; « and it were well,” he added,
addressing the Prince, ¢ that your highness
should assure the worthy Cedric there is no in-
sult intended him by jests which must sound
but harshly in the ear of a stranger.”

« Insult #” answered Prince John, resuming
his courtesy of demeanour,; * I trust it will not
be thought that I could mean, or permit any, to
be offered in my presence. Here | I fill my cup
to Cedric himself, since he refuses to pledge his
son’s health.” :

The cup went round amid the well-dissembled
applause of the courtiers, which, however, failed
to make the ingpression on the mind of the Saxon
which had been deSigned. He was not naturally
acute of perception, but those too much under-
valued his understanding who deemed that this

4
!

e



mingrfgmée Jolm ,,,,, he Saxongephed.ﬂot to
nnmnuamn, hut, r'x'smgup, and ﬂllmg

7

5
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-

that T should name a Norman deserving fo be :
' 'remembered at our banquet. This, percfmnce,‘
is a hard task, since it calls on the slave to sing b
the praises of the méster——upon the vanquishedj

while pressed by all the evils of conquest, to sing
the praxsts of the conqueror. Yet I will name a

IVorman—the first in arms and i in place—the b‘ext -

and the noblest of his race. And the lips that
shall refuse to pledge me to his well-earned fame,
I term false and dishonoured, and will so main-
tain them with my life. =1 quaff this goblet to the
health of Richard the Llon-llearted 2

Prince John, who had expected that his oyn”
name would have closed the Saxon’s speech, start-
ed when that of his injuréd brgthef was so unex-
pectedly introduced. He raised mechanically the
wine-cup to his lips, then instantly set it down, to
view the demeanour of the company at this un-
expected proposal, -which many of them felt 1t
as unsafe to oppose as to comply with. Some of’
them, ancienteand experienced cpurtiérs, closely
imitated the examf)le of the Prince himself, rai-
sing the goblet to their lips, and again'replacing

it before them. There were many who, with a

I

(]
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 borne off the best of the day, and have rgﬁreated

. w1th tnumph Ve e .
“‘Conclamatum est, pocula.twm o8ty” sa.ld Pmrw .

Aymer ; % we have drunk and we have shouted : i

—it were time we left o our wine flagons.” = e
¢ The monk hath some fair penitent to shrive:

to-night,that he is in &uch a hurry to depa.rt, >

_ ;smd De Bracy .
¢ Not so, Sir Knight, . rephed the Abbotv
¢ but I must move several miles’ forwatd t.hm: .

“evening upon my homeward j Joumey :

¢ They are breaking up,” said*the Pnnce -

o whisper to Fitzurse ; ¢ their fears anticipate:

the event, and this coward Prior is the first to

shrink from me.” ;

"¢ Fear not, my lord, e, said SV eldeine 38T
will shew him such reasons as shall induce him
to join us to hold our meeting at York—Sir
Prior,” he said, ¢ I must speak with you in pri-
vate, before you mount your palfrey.”

The other guesfs were now fast dispersing,
with the exception of those immediately attach-

- ., S “ - -
ed to Prince John’s faction, and his retinue.
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