























4 BRANDENBURG.

of thirty years, the devastations of which are
* not entirely repaired, and having at its head a
prince incapable of governing, with a traitor
for his minister, besides the armies of friends
and encmies, who harrassed the whale country,
at the same time suffering under a contagious
and malignant distemper, which destroyed the
poor remains of their fury. Indeced, theexac-
tions of the soldiers, and the plunder of ‘the offi-
cers, formed at this time the chief art of war.
. Frederic William, the grand elector,
1640. succeeded to a desolate country in the
hands of his enemies, allies that' could
not be depended upon, few troops, and almost na
resources. His education, however, was that of
a hero, and by his firmness and wisdom he at
last restored prosperity and peace to his bleed-
ing kingdom. He courted the friendship of
Cromwell, endeavoured to make an alliance
with Louis the Fourteenth, and even flattered
the pride of Ferdinand the Thirds He raised
the walls of his cities which had been destroyed,
encouraged the cultivation of the country, and
the peopling of villages.. But all his efforts
could not entirely preserve him from war. On
Louis the Fourteenth’s invading Holland, he
joined the imperial forces under Montecuculi,
and during the course of the campaign, l;ad EA
signal occasion of testifying his generosity. A
Frenchman, named Villeneuve, in Turenne’s
camp, offered the elector to assassinate his ge-
neral.. Far from listening to his proposal, he
informed Turenne that he might guard against
his villainy. In the ensuing campaign he con-
scluded a treaty of peace with France. The
last yedrs of Irederic William were ‘tranquil,
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6 BRANDENBURG.
had no sooner come to the government than he
Jjoined the grand alliance against France. Al-
though he had no direct interest in these wars,
yet bemg naturally fond of pomp and show, and -
his ambition being awakened by the new acqui=
sitions of the prince of Orange, and the duke
of Hanover, he put every stratagem in motion.
to court the favour of the emperor, that he
might succeed in a plan ofaggrandisement which
he had formed for hlmscl’f He founded .the
university of Halle, for which he provided able
professors, and built several ﬂ_n’c‘ shuices upon
the river Salle; in order to make it more navi-
gable. - He also reccived at Bexlin the Musco-
vite ambassador, who had in his train the czar
Peter Alexiowitz, who hadleft lis own king-
dom with the noble design of instructing him-
self, in order to civilize his people. i
: All the efforts of France to detach hime
,700' from the alliance with king William, on
occasion of the war about the Spanish
sueccession, were ineffectual. To this he was,
perhaps, considerably px‘omptcd by his ambi-
tion, as the emperor, by the treaty of alliance
concluded at Vienna, engaoed to acknowledge
him as king of Prussia, on’ condition of his fur-
nishing ten thousand men at his own expence
during the war, with Some other provisions.
Upon this he repaired to Prussia, and established
the royal academy of sciences at Berlin, of
which Leibnitz was the chief. - :
A.p.  After the brilliant eampaign, by \\lm‘h
3704. the duke of Marlborough delivered #ha
empire from the French that great ge-
neral waited upon Frederic at Berlm, where he
easxly penetrated into his character, « He wai
i ful






























16 . MECKLENBURG, ,
princes of Mecklenburg and the Margraves of
Brandenburg. : CRzahes £
‘The situation of Mecklenburg is particularly
unhappy in all contests which happen between
the Germans and the Swedes. * It became du-
ring the war between Prussia and Sweden, the
theatre of the most dismal calamities. The
duke had seen in his own family a melancholy
example of disobedience to the head of the em-
pire, and therefore could not be brought to take
part against Austria. The Swedes, therefore,
treated his country as an enemy’s, and the king
of Prussia used a severity which can be scarcely
Jjustified by the laws of war. He not only laid
all Mecklenburg under the most heavy contri-
butions, but obliged the duke’s subjects to enlist
in his armies, and to subsist his troops while
they themselves were starving for bread. A re-,
presentation of these miseries came to the hands
of his Prussian majesty, so feelingly and pathe-
tically drawn, that it is said to have greatly
contributed to raise the authoress, the present
queen of England, to her present elevated station.
The early history of this country is so very

remote, that it is impossible, considering the
extreme ignorance of  the age, to place any re-
liance upon it. The present duchy of Meck-
lenburg was formerly part of the extensive
kingdom of Vandalia, inhabited by the Aboriti,
or Vandals, who effected the destruction of the
Roman empire, and were afterwards themselves
conquered by Charlemagne. {

A p. The first dukes of Mecklenburg'were
1349- Albert and John, of Stargard, created

3 by the emperor Charles the IVih, :ﬁ
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21 BOMEMIA. L
and Mnatha died soon after of a contagious dis-
Ah Vogenus, his son, succeeded
him. + Vogenus, after reigning twenty-
eight years, left the government to his
eldest son Wenceslaus, and Lusatia to his young-
A. D, est, Wratislaus. These brothers  lived
763. in great unanimity, and gave assistance
to each other against Charlemagne, who .
then attacked the Saxons, Veneds, and Bohe-
mians. Wenceslaus was succeeded by his son
Crevomyslius, who, after rewmpg nineteen years,
left the government to his son Neclan, who,
being of a fearful and cowardly disposition, was
altacked by his cousin Utislats, from L’umco. ;
Neclan’s government was weak, and distinguish=’
ed by lmle else than contmufxl rebellion ; he:
_died, however, possessed  of it, and was suc-¢
_p. ceeded by his son IIostlvmus, whose brg-
339: ther Myslibogius rebelled against,him,
because a moicty of dominion had not
fallen to his share. Am arbitration was at last
agreed to, and the province of Gurimum was
ceded to Myslibogius for life.  Hostivitius was
soon after disturbed by another insurrection,
under the guidance of Succaslaus, governor of
Bilina ; but he being defeated and taken, his
feet and hands were cut off, and he himself
thrown into the river Egra. Myslibogius now
made two successful incursions into Moravia ;
but dying soon after, a peace was concluded be-
tween the king of Moravia and Hostivitius.
A Bomvonus succeeded his father, and
6. early in his reign, goinginto Moravia to
renew the alliance of the Bohemians,
was converted ‘to -christianity, and, with his:
wife Ludvilla, and many of his retinue, bap-

tized.
L
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. THE ORIGIN OF THE DISCONTENTS IN THE °
¢ NETHERLANDS. :
L)

HE sovereignty of the flourishing provinces
T which, on account of their situation, were
called the Netherlands, passed, by the marriage
of Mary of Burgundy, to Maximilian; upon
whose death Charles V. succeeded to these pro-
winces, as nearest heir to his grandfather. = Al-
though a kind of independency .was claimed by
several, yet the policy, power, and warlike dis-
position of Charles, soon reduced them undep
his obedience ; although he never attempted to
establish the same sort of arbitrary governmengd
which subsisted in his Spanish and Italian domi-
nions. Charles was born in the Netherlands,
and had passed there the pleasantest of his
younger days; he loved the people, and was fond
of their manners: from taste and carly attach-
ment, he kept them constantly about his person,
and had bestowed on them the most important
offices in his dominions. Charles would gladly
have transmitted to his son the affection he bore
to his Flemish subjets ; and when he resolved to
retire from the world, and leave the government
of his dominions to his son Philip, he exhorted
him with mu®h&earnestness w anltivaghe af-
foctions of this part of his gnbircts, ~anl-to
govern them according to those laws, to wkich
they hud been so long accustomed, and were

strongly attached. 2 5.
' When

(]
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When Charles resigned his crown to Philip,
that part of the Low Countries called the Spa-
nish Netherlands, were in the most flourishing
state. No city, at that time, possessed such
-extensive commerce as Antwerp, and Philip
couldyreckon, in this small portion of his vast
dominions, above three hundred and fifty cities
inclosed by walls, and six thousand three hun-
dred inbabitants, all considerable and wealthy.
The population, for the extent of the country,
was prodigious; and the Flemings were remark-
able for their assiduity in commerce, skill in
navigation, and valour in war. Under the mild
House of Burgundy, they became artizans and
Tich merchants; but under Charles they were
‘made soldiers. Such was' the situation of the
Netherlands, on Philip’s accession by his father’s
sesignation. ~ Philip had early displayed saga-
city, prudence; and application, and was sup-
posed, perfectly to understand the arts of go-~
vernment : but the Flemings soon observed, with
anxiety, the striking contrast between the fa-
ther and son. Charles was courteous and affa~
$le; but Philip distant, haughty, and severe.
Fe declined learning any other language than
Spanish, conversed little with the inhabitants,
and was almost inaccessible to all but his Spa-
nish subjects : this conduct made a deep im-
pression. on their minds, and they even refused
to take the oath of allegiance, until he had ex-
gaged to exclude =l ¥ -eignerg, frgm any share
in the rovernpeng of the provinces ; and in case
of Charles’s f?;ath, previous to his resignation,
it is even probable that they would have con-
ferred the sovercignty on Maximilian, son pf the
“king of Hungary and Bohemia. No period of
\ L2 history

¢



112 NETHERLANDS.

history is more striking than this, and no war
more important than the revolution, which
placed seven small provinces in a state of inde-
pendency, in despite of the utmost efforts of the
most powerful monarch in Europe. It is nota
the least singular feature of this revolution, "that
only the poorer and less populous provinces reco-
vered their freedom ; and that, in consequence of
their liberty, they rose to an unparallelled height
of grandeur and affluence, amidst all the horrors
of a war the most tedious and oppressive of
which history affords us an instance,’ Roused
snore by despair than well-grounded hopes, and
feebly assisted by the neighbouring powers, they
encountered the most celebrated generals of
christendom, aided by the veterans of the Spa-
nish monarchy ; supplied with the money, and
directed by the councils, of the richest, the most
politic and ambitious monarch of his day. The
princes of the House of Nassau, those intrepid
assertors. of liberty, were unable to maintain

armies beyond- a. single campaign; yet did a -

general detestation of the Spanish nation, a love
of liberty, perseverance, and courage, enable
them to surmount every difficulty, excite a spirit
of freedom through the provinces, and form
leagues, though of short duration, which contri-

buted to accomplish the revolution, and to throw -

off the galling yoke of servitude and subjection.
To the causes of discontent already enume-
rated, may ke gdded thosa ~n the ground of
religion, than which Wothing mcte strong!v in-,
fluences the human mind, “The persecutions
carried on against the Lutherans and Calyinists,
had been of the utmost benefit to the Netherw

lands. Their vast commerce required an in- -

creasedl
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¢reased population, and the fugitives were con-
sequently reccived with a hearty welcome. The
natural instability of the human mind, renders
it fond of novelty; and new doctrines, however
dbsurd, generally spread with inconceivable ra-
pidi¥y ; but the doctrines of Luther and Calvin
were fortified by their congeniality to liberty.
Notwithstanding the persecutions of Charles V.
in which not less than one hundred thousand
persons fell victims to the iron rod of persecu-
tion, the reformists daily increased. Mary, sis-
ter of the emperor and governess of the Low
Countries, invited her brother thither, to con-
vince him how persecution begat heresy. Charlés
prudently relaxed, but Philip proved inflexible.
An inquisition, similar to that of Spain and Italy,
was established ; and the Flemings did not know,
how soon they might become the victims of its
“tyranny and cruelty.. 'The erection of new
bishoprics, and the suppression of several abbies,
also incensed the clergy; and the provinces, in-
stead of three dioceses, were now encumbered
with seventeen; in' short, these new measures
were exclaimed against by persons of all ranks
and degrees. 'The most distinguished opponents,
by their birth, their capacity, their alliances,
services, friends, and employments, were Wi~
liam of Nassau, prince of Orange, governor of
Utrecht, Holland, and Zealand; and count Eg- -
mont, governor of Flanders and Artols; and
their distinguist=4 ~gndr-t, nat only ' drew
upon them he ,eyes or all «Europe, but im-
—mortalized Their names in its annals, - Their
situdation was critical, and never were men more
Lappily adapted to the peculiar circumstances of
; ‘ 13 the
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the times, or more justly honoured with the
appellation of saviours of their country.
The prince of Orange, so well known by the
name of William the First, was born in Ger-
many, of protestant parents. From his ances= _
tors, one of whom had been emperor, he ipae-
rited many yaluable possessions in the Nether-
lands; and had succeeded to the principality of
Orange, by the will of René Nassau and Chalons
his cousin German, in the year 1544 from that
time Charles V. had kept him constantly about
his person, and had discovered in him all those
extraordinary talents, which rendered him after-
wards one of the most distinguished characters
of his age. Both he and count Egmont had
aspired to the regency, and their refusal to comn-
mand the Spanish troops had, by some, been
ascribed tp the chagrin occasioned by disap=
pointment ; and the desire the prince of Ora.ngc‘
had expressed, to have the regency bestowed on
the duchy of Lorraine, is said to have been a
principal motive with Philip for conferring it
on the duchess of Parma. But William’s disco-
very of a scheme, which the French and Spanish
monarchs had formed, for the extirpation of the
protestants, perhaps tended, more cfiectually
than any other scheme, to alienate Philip from
his former confidence.  The jealousy of Gran-
velle and the other Spanish ministers, affords a
yet more satisfactory reason for Philip’s con-
duct. William had. from his eayly youth; been
the principal favourite o= Charles; -who used to
communicate to him his most Secret counsels;
and often declared that the prince, though
scarcely arrvived at the age of manhood, had
: : frequently
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frequently suggested to him expedicnts of the
greatest importance.  Charles also chose the
prince to support him in that august assembly .
in which he resigned his dominions, and hestow-
ed on him, in preference to other.courtiers, the
honwur of carrying the imperial crown to his
brother Ferdinand. ‘This uncommon degree of
attachment which was shewi by the father, was
the real cause of the son’s coldness: the Spa-
nish ministers envied his rising greatness, and
scized every opportunity to raise suspicion in the
jealous mind of Philip, and create an aversion to
his character.  Philip soon saw that he could nci-
ther depend on the prince nor count Egniont, fos
scconding his views to cstablish despotism. Count
Egmont was a native of the Netherlands, and
enjoyed the most considerable posts, honours,
and distinctions, civil and military : he had
gained great reputation at the famous battle of
St. Quintin, and commanded in chief in the
victory of Gravelines. - These: two noblemen,
very opposite in their characters, were yet equally
estecmed  and beloved.  William’s genius was
better adapted to - the cabinet than to the field 5
he was prudent, penetrating, popular, and plau-
sible ; his eloquence was specious, and his dis-
cernment happy, in unravelling the most mys-
terious intrigues and negociations.: On the con-
trary, Egmont was a warrior, free in his speech,
opeh: in-his conduct, familiar in his behaviour
to the soldiers ; bmt too sincee and honest for
a courtier. - He publicly _expressed his resent-
—=nt against the latesevere cdicts, the cstablish-
mentof the inquisitiou, and the regulations made
in the church ; while the prince of Orange, then
a hostage in France for the exccution of the

peace
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peace of Cambray, gave notice to his friends of
the design formed for their extermination.

No sooner was Philip’s intention of fixing his
residence in Spain known, and that he had put
the government of the Netherlands intothee
hands of the duchess of Parma,. his nafural
sister, assisted by thie councils of Granvelle, a
detested and unpopular ecclesiastic, than money
was demanded for the pay of the foreign troops,
which then oppressed the states, and that Gran-
velle had at the public assembly, in the king’s
name, recommended the persecution of the pro-
testants, than the public discontent broke out
in  general murmuring and loud complaints.
Before the * king’s depasture,. the states had
respectfully requested that the foreign troops
might be withdrawn.  Philip, aware that his
designs were suspected, promised to comply, but
he never intended to perform.  What gave still
greater offence to the nobility was the elevation
of cardinal Granvelle, in whose hands the chief
direction of affaire was placed : they could not,
with temper, behold the superiority of a person
of obscure birth, an ambitious crafty church-
man, and furious zealot. 'Three councils were
established at Brussels, one to preside over the
laws and courts of justice; a second, to direct
every thing relating to peace or war; and the
third, to manage the revenues : but the duchess
of Parma was particularly ordered to consult
Gl:ﬂnvcllc e e g - to place her
chiet' confidence in that prelute. o =

All the efforts of the duchess, after her
arrival to enter upon her new dignity, were
meffectual to satisfy the remonstrances of the
clergy. against the proposed “erection of new

g bishoprics,
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bishoprics, and the people exclaimed against the
inquisition, which had already begun to display
its tyranny.  The prince of Orange, count
Egmont, and Montmorency count Horn,

ocarried a statement of grievances to their new
govdness, and strenuously insisted upon as-
sembling the states, and adopting those mea-
sures which could alone save the government
from destruction. Granvelle violently opposed
the proposal ; upon which they wrote to the
king himself, demanding his dismission, as the
only measure to restore the tranquillity of the
provinces ; and they, at the same time, promised,
if their request was complied with, to support
the crown and the established religion with all
their influence and power. After every species of
evasion and delay, Philip at last returned an
answer so gracious, as encouraged them openly
to oppose the cardinal, and to pass such
affronts and mortifications upon him, that he
resolved on retiring to Spain ; insults which
Philip neither forgot nor forgave.

Granvelle’s resignation did not pro- , p
duce the desired effect, Two of his ;g6,.
creatures, Viglius and count Barlaimont,
succeeded, and trod exactly in the cardinal’s
footsteps.  Their violence appeared so un-
seasonable, that one of Philip’s ministers at last
represented to him the danger of a general re-
yolt in the provinces, unless a, different system
was pursued ; hus he ogly r-nlied, ¢ I would

—rather be wifhdyt subjects, than a king of
S3Sretics.” He accordingly published the de-
crees of the council of Trent, with strict - di-
rections that they should be enforced, though

diametrically opposite to the rights and libe,rtiesf
o
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of' the provinces. The division produced in the
eouncil by this measure, and the bold resistance
of the people, who had wrested out of the
hands of the inquisition several persons con-
demned to be burnt for heresy, greatly disturbed.
and embarrassed the duchess of Parma, She
. accordingly sent count Egmont into Spain, to
inform Philip of the real state of his affairs:
Philip received him graciously, and remitted the
rigour of the edicts and inquisition 5 in “conse-
quence of which, all tumults and discontents
were appeased 3 the prince of Orange was con=
sulted in the conduct of affairs, and the duchess,
in teturn, was obeyed and honoured, i
The penetrating mind of the prince of Orange,
however, soon led him ‘to suspect the king’s
sincerity, and his conjectures were too -well
tounded. At an interview between the queen-=
mother of France, and her son Charles IX. with
Isabella queen of Spain, at Bayonne, the duke
of Alva assisted, and there was little doubt that
the extirpation-of the protestants in France and
the Netherlands was lere concerted. Philip soon
d_isc.la.imedvthc interpretations put on his instruc-
tions to count Egmont, ordered the decrees of
the council of Trent to be strictly observed ;
that the utmost assistance should be given to
the inquisition, and that all heretics should be
immediately put to. death. Astonishment and
dread first appeared in every face; rage suc-
ceeded, wrikteng .-l rublished, bold

speeches uttered, aﬂﬁ'dangemus}:abals formeds -

against the government. The public indign:
tion was increased by the terrible specracles
every day presented by theinquisition, of men
perishing i the flames; on account of their re-«i

ligious
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ligious faith. The constancy of the sufferers
excited the compassion of the spectators,
weakened the opinion of their guilt, heightened
their hatred of the authors of such enormities,
and inspired them with sentiments of revenge.
Open mutinies in several towns appeared ; the
prisois  were forced, and the unhappy victims
rescued from the hands of the executioner. A
confederacy was soon formed against the inqui-
sition, and became general, being subscribed to
by catholics as well as protestants, by nobles,
burghers, merchants, tradesmen, and pea-
sants. : - ; ;
~ So unexpected and formidable a shew of AD
resistance disconcerted the regent. The ,5'65'.
confederates,headed by Henry de Breden- I
rode, descended from the old earls of Ilollaud,
and prince Lewis of Nassau, brother of the
p-ince of Orange, went in a body to Brussels,
and demanded to sce the duchess. After using
every method to appease them, they were dis-
missed with an absolute promise that their
petition should be granted, and in the mean
time strict injunctions were laid on the inquisi~
tion to suspend their” persecutions,  All the
duchess’s influence, or’ the persuasion of the
marquis of Mons and the baron de Montigny,
who were sent to Spain on the occasion, proved
ineffectual. Philip remained inflexible, and it
soon appeared that the duchess had orders to
resume the operations of theinquisition with iu-
creased severity.— ITTitai..to~the utmost by
= this conduct, tue reformers broke out into the
most unjustifiable excesses :  they insulted the
catholics during service; broke into the great
church, one of the richest edifices in Eurcpe ;
' % : overturned
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overturned the altars, defaced the paintings,
and destroyed the images. Monasteries and

convents shared the same fate, and more serious -

consequences would have followed, had not the
prince of Orange, and counts Egmont and Horn,.
exerted themselves most strenuously in quicting
the tumults occasioned by the intemperate
zeal of the reformers. Their moderation,
authority, and the veneration in which they
were held, operated so powerfully, that had
the government at this period made but reason-
able concessions, the public tranquillity might
* have been again restored, and the affection of
“the Flemings regained.

The prince of Orange, and the counts Horn
and Egmont, had very little reason to imagine
that their conduct on  this occasion could meet
with the king’s displeasure. = But the disappro-
bation they had discovered of his measures of
government some years before, their opposition
to the Spanish garrisons, the removal of Gran-
velle through their remonstrances, the part
they acted in the council against the inquisition
and ecdicts, and the attachment they had ever
shewn to the liberties and constitution of the
provinces, had long excited in his dark and re-
vengeful mind, a degree of hatred and resent-
ment, which neither time, repentance, nor faith-
ful services could erase ; and Granvelle found it

~ easy to persuade him that in secret they had
been the apettgrs of all the disturbances which
had arisen.  Philip st no time in ordering. the
regent to Traise catholic troopsc' on whom«ke
could depend ; and a new oath of allegiance was
issued, by which all persons were obliged to
swear that they would regard as traitors anj
enemiels
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enemies to their country all whom the king
should think proper to proscribe. Egmont and
great numbers of the nobility took the oath ;
. but the prince of Orange steadily refused; he
said it would be unnatural for him to swear the
- destruction of his wife and family, who were
protestants, and consequently in the number of
the proscribed. >
In the mean time, Philip had resolved, in spite
of every remonstrance, and the advice of many
of his counsellors, to punish his revolted subjects
with the utmost severity. A strong and well-
disciplined army was therefore ordered to the
Netherlands under the command of the duke oZ
Alva, who was well qualified to execute the
plan of tyranny and oppression which Philip had
determined to pursue. The persecutions in the
Netherlands now went on: with redoubled ac-
tivity : the fury of the inquisition seemed aug-
mented by the short suspension of their autho-
rity. Thousands groaned under the extremity of
torture, and breathed their last in bitter execra-
. tionsonthe authors of their misfortunes. Alva,with
the troops destined for the Netherlands, embark-
ed at Barcelona, on the 20th May, 1567. The
army was composed of the best Spanish and
Ttalian soldiers, commanded by experienced
officers, trained and disciplined in the wars of
Charles V. ; and on his arrival he was joined by
four thousand Germans raised during the late
commotions. s arrival spread. equal con-
sternation and astonishmeut ovér the provinces
such a force, under so renowned a general, a
man haughty, morose, severe, and cruel in his
position, could not fail of producing such effects.
‘The prince of Orange resolved to ayoid the im-.
YOL. XVIII. b pending
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pending storm, and accordingly withdrew witk
his family and friends to his country of Nassau,
in Germany.. Previous to his departure he used ¢
every argument to- persuade count emont to s
accompany him, but in vain.  The count asy
the futher of a numerous family, which he gBuld
not support with dignity invany other country
but the Netherlands; and conscious of lus
-fidelity, and of the inportant services he had
performed, he could not be persuaded that
Philip intended to punish more than those who
had been concerned in the late disorders. The
prince of Ora.nge,“ﬁ.ncﬁpgtbe count inflexible;
Seft him with these prophetic words: < You are
*¢ the bridge, count. Egmont, by which the duke
of Alva will pass into the Netherlands, and
he will no sooner pass it, ‘than he will break
it down. You will repent of despising the
- warning which I have given you, but I dread
that your. repentancewill be too late.”’—The
example of the prince of Orange was adopted
by . count Broderede, count Hoogstrade, and
‘great numbers of the nobility.and people, who
calso retired into Germany, mmpressed with the
conviction that that they could not remain in
safety under a government supported by violence
aund the sword. :
AL D. From the character of Alva, the
1567.-duchess of Parma foresaw that he would
> _uswip the supreme authority, though his
commission extended no farther than to a mili-
tary command. The auchess, thefpfore, requested
pgrmjssion to retire, which, after repeated soli-
Cltations, was at last granted. ~ She left: Brussels
much regretted. by the inhabitants of the Low
Counuries, and particular] y by the  protestants,
: - © 1o
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o whom her administration appeared mild and

gentle, when they compared it with that which

- they had reason to expect under their present
_government.

- Lount L,v,mont, after tbe arrival of Alva, soon
fom‘i“i his “eonscquence much ‘diminished ; but
he even bumbled ‘himself so far as to reccive
and welcome- Alva, who was in the mean time
plotiing his destruction, but dissembled his san-
guinary intention until he was prepared to put
1t in exccution. - One of Alva’s first acts, was
to cast both count “Egraont and count Horn
into prison.: Taving in some degree qmeted
their apprehensions, he desired: thcm, one days
to come to his house, to give 'their opiuion on
the plan of a citadel he designed to build. After
that business was over, they were ‘carried, on dif-
ferent pretences, into separate apartments; count
Egmont by Alva himself, and count Hom by
his son Frederic de Tolledo.  “ Count Egmont,”
said Alva, ¢ deliver your sword; it is the will
¢ of the king ‘that you give it up and go to pri-
‘“son.”  The count, finding himself surrounded:
by Alva’s guards, and all resistance useless, de-
livered his sword, saying: ¢ By this sword the
¢¢ cause of the king has heen oftener than once-
¢ successfully defended.” Both he and count
Hornoprotested, that, as knights of the Golden
Fleece, they'could only be imprisoned and tried
by their peers; but ﬂuy were, notwithstanding,
husried away to @ nrison on‘pf the confines of
the province, ‘md in'violation ef a sacred privi-
lege, which belonged to the lowest of the people.
"Fhis event filled the minds of the catholics as

o Wwell as protestants with the most disquieting
’\apprehensxons. The alarm had spread through
M 2 all
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all ranks ; and it was computed, that not less
than one hundred thousand persons had, by this
time, fled into foreign parts.

After the departure of the duchess of Parma, _
Aiva’s authority remained entire; and he lesy
no time in issuing an edict, giving a mor.th’s
time to the reformers to leave the country; and
at the same time ordered the inquisition to pro-
ceed with the utmost rigour.  To assist them he
established a council, the cruelty of which soon
gained it the name of the bloody council. One
Vergas, a Spanish lawyer, was placed at its
head ; and it became a proverbial expression in
Spain, ¢ that the gangrene of the Low Coun-
 tries required the keen knife of Vergas.”
This extraordinary board could abridge or an-
nul, at pleasure, the rights and privileges of the
people; and it at once annihilated the authority
of the council of state, They next proceedea
to declare, that to present any petition against
the edicts of the inquisition, or insinuating that
the king had not pewer to abolish their privi-
leges, should be high treason, punishable at his
discretion. Blood alone was not, however, the
object of the tribunal: it confiscated the estate,
not only of the convicted, but of those suspected
of heresy : part was appropristed to the crown,
but the greater part went into the pocket of the
duke of Alva, and was assigned as a reward for
the barbarity of the judges. The murmurs of
the people were stifled by fear; and the terrors
of the new council seemed for a inoment to have
deprived them of all power of resentment. Tke
new army was fierce, brave, and insolent, desi-
ring nothing so much as a civil war, in which
they might enrich and distinguish themselves =

nothing
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nothing was seen but confiscation, torture, blood,
horror, and despair; punishments executed, and
neditated revenge. In the sgpace of a few -
nionths, one thousand cight hundred persons
_=fiered by the hand of the executioner; yet
Alvi’s vengeance was not satiated.  In the mean
time, Philip' lent a deaf car to all the remon-
strances of the nobility, and even the pope, who
advised him to moderate his resentment. The
unbappy people had now no resource left, but in
the wisdom, public spirit, and extensive infiu-
ence of the prinee of Orange. Soon after Alva’s
arrival, the prince had been cited to appear be-
fore him ; and a declaration had been published,
that the greatest lenity would be shewn to him.
But William was too sagacious toibe caught in
the snare. He refused to obey the citation’;
sentence was pronounced against him and several
other noblemen, and their estates vonfiscated.
The prince of Orange was too well acquainted

with Philip’s inflexible temper, to expect any
redress for his grievances; yet, that he might
clearly satisfy the world, of the necessity he was
under to take up arms, he sent to the emperor
Diaximilian, a particular account of all that
had passed; and intreated him to employ his
good offices in behalf of the wretched people.
DMaximilian readily undertook the office of me-
diator, and sent his brother Charles of Austria
to Philip, to remonstrate on the impolicy ' and
cruelty of his canduct; but a haughty message
was the only &, swer, which fiot &nly alicnated
the emperor from‘him, but greatly facilitated the
levies raised in Germany.

" The prince made use of every argument, that
" could influence the understanding, or move the
¢ M 3 passions
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passions of the protestant princes of Germany 3
but he obtained only promises, and could raise
only a handful of men. In order to raise mo-
ney he sold his jewels; and his brother, count
John of Nassau, supplied him with a considers 4
able sum; and he received contributions frgm
the Flemish exiles in London and other pléces,
where they had taken shelter. It was fortunate
that the princess who now sat upon the throne
of England, was led, both by inclination and in-
terest, to adopt a different line of conduct from
that which had actuated Mary, Philip’s former
wife; and the prince of Orange formed the most
senguine hopes, that she would not remain an
uninterested spectatoy of what was passing in the
Netherlands. = Several of the protestant princes
also supplied money, furnished troops, and pro-
mised more. It was thought advisable to divide
the Spanish forces, by making excursions on

every side. ; :
Count Lewis was much sooner ready than his
brother, to take the field. ; His first attempt
was upon Groningen; and the duke of Alva lost
no time in sending count Aremberg, an officer
of considerable reputation, against him. Lewis
encampéd with great judgment, and owing to
the ferocious impetuosity of the Spaniards, who
would not wait for reinforcements, gained a
complete victory; the gencral being killed. The
Spaniards lost their artillery, baggage, and mi-
litary chest; and though the reinforcements
arrived when ®the«pattle had ? wreely ended,
count Mengen found it necessaty ® take shelter
in Groningen, and collect the remains of the
conquered. . The duke of Alva was so sensibly
affected with this defeat, that he resolved on
marching
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wmarching himself into Friezland, with his whole
army, in orderv to destroy Lewis's army before
his brother should arrive. But previous to set-
\t.ing out, he thought it necessary to dispatch the
#vial of the counts Bgmont and Horn, and some
’ otnar lords, who had been thrown into prison ;
notwithstanding all the remonstrances of his
friends ' to the contrary. The defences of the
prisoners were most satisfactory, and completely
established their innocence. The most earnest
solicitations were also made in their behalf, by
the emperor Maximilian and the duchess of
Parma; but Philip, cursed with the most un-
fecling heart, was immoveable, and Alva pre-
nounced sentence of ‘death against both. The
unmerited death of these two great men, excited
universal grief and indignation: nor could the
spectators be prevented, by the numerous troops
surrounding them, from testifying their indig-
nation. Many, regardless of the danger to which ~
they were exposed, rushed forward, dipped their
handkerchiefs in the bloed, and vowed, even in
the hearing of the Spaniards, thut the governor
and his associates should have reason to repent
of this eruel murder.

‘Count Esmont was forty-six years of age
when he suffered : to the most splendid accom~
plishments, he joined gentleness of manners, and
the most engaging affability. From his youth
he had accempanied the late emperor in his mi-
litary expeditions, and had, on all occasions,
acquitted hiin * [f with the hiwhest honour, and
-rendered hime€If universally beloved.  The vic-
tory of Gravelines was owing entirely to count
Egmont, and at St. Quintin’s he was of singular

. importance. What, therefore, must have bfiﬂ
: : a
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the wrotched ingratitude of a sovercign, who!
could forget the benefit he derived from victo~
ries gained by such men! ‘ :
Alva, after satistying his blood-thirsty ven-
geance, lost no time in marching against count = .
Lewis ; who perceiving his army inferior, bol:}/m
number and situation, soon found the necessity
of quitting his former situation. He retired, with
little loss, to the town of Gemmingen, where bhe
fixed his camp in a place decmed almost jm-*
pregnable. « Alva haying, however, hastily at-
tacked him when employed in breaking down
the dykes; and the Germans, from want of being
regularly paid, having mutinied ; the whole Fle-
mish army was almost completely destroyed. .
Count Lewis himself escaped with difficulty, in
2 small boat, and immediately set out-to join
his brother the prince of Orange. E
Alva was not awakened from the pleasing:
occupation of satiating his savage mind with
the blood of fresh vietims, until he heard that
the aimy of the prince of Orange was in mo-
tion, and advancing towards Guelderland. Wil-
liam, previous to leaving Germany, published a
manifesto; in which he declaved, that ¢ theve
“ was no expedient left, by which he could save
‘¢ his - countrymen {rom slavery'and ruin; and
‘“ to attempt this, he thought, was the indispen-
““ sible duty of every citizen; cspecially of one
who, like him;: had enjoyed the highest digni-
 tics of the state””  In this, manifesto, the
prince annousiced Bis change in’ Eligions senti-
ments, and declared himself a’protestant. ey
William’s army did not exceed twenty thou-
sand men, and the duke of Alva’s was equal in
number, but much better provided with mihtary -
stores

(17
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stores and provisions. William however hoped,
from the representations he had received of the
state of the public mind, that as soon ashis army
appeared, there would be a general insurrection,
~~d that the principal cities would open the gates

in his favour. i
‘The prince, having passed the Rhine unop-
posed, directed his march towards Liege; but
that city not venturing to declare in his favour,
he determined on passing the Maese. Alva had
» adopted every precaution to prevent this, which
William at last effected in the night, at a place
where the duke believed it to have been imprac-
ticable. The supineness of the Germans, how-
ever, who insisted on having a night’s rest, pre-
vented William from seizing the only opportu-
nity he ever had of attacking the duke. Alva,
aware of the fatal consequences which one de-
feat would bring upon him, and knowing the
narrowness of William’s finances, merely studied
to prevent his getting possession of any of the
strong towns, without which, he knew the army"
could not winter in the Netherlands; and there-
fore directed his attention to cutting off the sup-
plies, and always intrenched his own army with
so much skill, that the prince was deprived of
every opportunity to attack him.  Frequent skir-.
misheswere; However, unavoidable, attended with
alternate success; but both commanders dis-
played so much caution and ability, that neither
could obtain any contiderable advantage over
the diher. 7TL' svant of monéy and provisions,
~“thg precautions which Alva had taken to prevent
William’s friends from making any serious effort
in his behalf, the approach of winter, and the
unsteady and refractory disposition.of the Ger-
mans,
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mans, besides the disappointment in remittances)
at length compelled William to disband his ariny,
after giving them all the satisfaction in his power,
and securing the remainder of their arrcars on his
lordship of Montfort and principality of Ora; Oc_'.z“
Such was the conelusion of the faintattempt y/hich
the prince and his brother made to deliver the
Netherlands from the Spanish yoke,  Alva was
now at full liberty to indulge hus sanguinary dis-
position to the utmost. The prisoners were de= -
stroyed by the sword, by fire, by the halter, and
water : success increased his inselence ; and he
resolved, by building strong citadels in every
town, entirely to suppress the reformed religion.
His extortion and rapacity kept pace with his
cruelty, until the states at length steadily re-
sisted sanctioning his unreasonable demands.
In this situation of affairs, Coligni, admiral of
France, advised the prince of Orange to fit out
a squadron of privateers to cruize against the
Spanish and Flemish merchants, seize upon the
supplies of money sent to the Netherlands, and,
by that means, raise a fund for the maintenance
of the army. = Poverty was the greatest difficulty
the reformists had to encounter; and to remedy
this, the prince approved of Coligni’s project,
and accordingly equipped a squadron which, i
a short time, ecaptured great numbers of ‘mer-
chautmen, and even' defcated a squadron of
Philip’s; ‘but these captures contributed but
little to forwagd the prince’s desig-~ T~ tte other
calamities of war, may be adtg! the'bre%{ing
in of thedykes, and the consequent overflowins
of the lands, which swept before them houses
and cattle in‘abundance. The prinee of Orange
was, in the mean time, assiduous in levying an

& 7 army
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army to oppose Alva, and, rescue his country
* from the impending destruction. . Lvery ecx-
- ertion. was made to Taise money; and the ty~
x Fanny of the government contiibuted strongly
_—=a attach the inhabitants to the prince.
= ﬁlga,_ impatient of the delay in re-
ducing the whole country to subjection,
now ordered the taxes to be increased.
The people refused to pay, and the soldiers le-
vied it by force, which, “consequently, created
the utmost scarcity, as the peasants refused to
bring any provisions to the markets. 'The duke,
enraged at resistance, ordered, at Brussels, the
drum to beat to arms, and to hang up all whe
refused compliance. These orders were pre-
paring to be executed, when advice arrived that
the commander. of the Orange squadron had
made a descent upon the island of Voorn, at
the entrance of the Meuse, and completely
destroyed the whole island, but offered no vio-
lence to the inhabitants. = - 5
The conquest of a place so considerable, was
sufficient to alarm the duke of Alva, who re-
garded it as the harbinger of future opposition.
He therefore suspended his taxes, and diligently
applied himself to the suppression of the grow-
ing spirit.of rebellion.  The detachment he sent
against the Briel was forced to retire with loss
to the island of Beyerland. - The princé of
Orange, aware of the importance of his acq\;i-
sition, everted himself to fortify-and garvison the
is]axﬂ,ﬂy&w{‘ﬁq yanog

by w}g

!57x:

<& he soon got possession - of

—~Dalfshaben, a town on the opposite: side of the

Meuse. Animated by this success, Dordrecht

and Rotterdam refused to admit the Spanish

troops, and Flushing shut its gates. Evenan

unsuccessful
%
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unsuccessful attempt to surprise Middlebm‘gm
the capital of the island of Walcheren, did not
dispirit the party; and the Zealanders, by pro-
secuting their attempts, captured many valuable
Spanish merchants; with the produce of whjris, ‘
they purchased a large store of arms ang am-
munition at Antwerp. Aided by numbers of
English and Scotch adventurers, they attacked
the duke de Medina Ceeli with such fury and
impetuosity, that they gained a complete vic-
tory, and a booty amounting to near a million
of hvres,

Perhaps the neglect of the marine, was the
Yreatest error which Alva committed during the
whole of his administration. 'This he endeavoured
too late to repair, and, by weakening his garrisons,
enabled the prince of Ora‘nnc to get possession
of the whole of North IIol]and and of Mons,
In short, the revolt became so general, that the
duke found he could not long resist the torrent.
He therefore remitted the most oppressive taxes,
and convoked the states; but his orders were
disregarded. The states assembled, and invited
deputies from the prince of Orange, the nobility,
and the towns that had declared against the go-
vernor.. ' The money they raised enabled the
prince of Orange to take the field with fifteen
thousand foot and seven thousand horse ; and he
was even able to advance three months pay thro’
the liberality and public spirit of the states-gene-~
ral and the cities, Itwas on this ¢ ~~~<ia~ declared,
that the future supplies should ye raised incer-
tain proportions, and that nothing should the ™
transacted without the privity and consent of the
prince of Orange. It was on this occasion that
the prince displayed the' address with which 111:;

coule
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could manage and direct the people; for, with-
out the name of sovercign of the provinces, he
yet possessed the supreme authority. He com-
_manded all operations by sea and land, disposed
g}lﬁcu at pleasure, assembled the states, and
‘published, uncontrouled, all regulations conse-
quonfon the state of affairs.  From the delicacy
and address with which he used his power, he
avoided giving any offence to the free spirit of the
Hollanders ; and the most vigorous measures
were taken for resisting the tyranny of Spain.
All parties were, indeed, ready to subscribe their
allin defence of a party undextaken for the pro-
tection of liberty. 2
The prince of Orange lost no time in taking
Ruremonde by assault, in consequence of- a re-
fusal to supply him with necessaries. - Blechlin,
Cudenarde, and Dendermonde, next fell to him ;
and he approached Mons, then besieged by the
duke of Alva, with a design to bring him to an
open engagement. Although the duke bafiled
his Lfforts, nnd carried Mons by capitulation,
yet such was the popularity of the cause, that
nothing but the massacre of the protestants in
France could, at this. moment, have prevented
the total annihilation of the Spanish power.
The states having met at Haarlem, to delibe-
rate on their own defence, and the prosecution
of the war, it was resolved to attack Amster-
dam ; but the effort failed, through the mis-~
conduct of Lancey, who fancxed that he was
equaky great o1’ she land as he had proved him-
——self, at sea. TKe reduction of Mons, and the
depression of spirits consequent on the massacre
at Paris, induced the prince of Orange to re-
tire to Holland, and Alva laid siege to ) Dender-
¥ QT XVIIL. = N monde,
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monde, Oudenarvde, and Mecchlin.  The last
being in no condition to resist, opened its gates,
and every species of enormity was committed o
against the inhabitants. With unbridled lust/
the Spanish soldiers forcibly enjoyed the femgle T
of all descriptions, even children, and plundered™,
wherever they went ; and the booty was esfimatd
at four hundred thousand florins. 'The prince
bhad now removed the war into Holland, which,
with Zealand alone, remained firm to its en-
gagements, being filled with a rough, sturdy, and
hardy people, who had determined on the most
vigorous resistance. IFrederic de Taledo began
sthe operations in Holland, and made bimself
master of Zutphen, Guelderland, and Waerdan;
at the latter of which places he committed the
most shocking barbarities, to intimidate the
people; but contrary effects were produced,
rage and despair having taken possession of
every breast, and excited them to the last efforts
to resist the effects of such barbarous tyranny.
The next attempt was agninst Haarlem, which,
after the most obstinate siege recorded in history,
and  the most unparallelled eflorts of the prince
of Orange for their relict, was obliged to sub-
mit, on much easicr terms than might have been
expected; a few of the principals enly being
exaeted, and the inhabitants compelled to take
an oath of fidelity, and pay a fine of fiftcen
thousand florins.

During this siege, the Zealanders were per-
forming glorious achievementsdyy sea, anguin-
ing victories over the Spanish naval armaments=—
But the governor of Antwerp, finding all efiorts
to controul their success ineffectual, at last
manuned a fleet, and was completely defeated by

. . the
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flic Zealand admiral. A sccond attempt met
with no better success; but heé contrived 1o sue-
cour Middleburg with the broken remains of
his squadion, at a time when the garrison was
Feéduged to the utmost extremity ; and on his
retura to Antwerp, lic sustained a third and most
signal defeat. -

Alva at length found how ineffectunl his seve~
rity was, and therefore published a proclamation,
couched in terms so soothing, as afforded much
reason for suspecting his sincerity.” The people
were little disposed to confide in promises so
often broken: they were reduced 1o despair, and,
expecting the worst that could happen, bid de<
fiance to fortune.

~ Almar was next besicged by Frederic of To-
ledo, with sixteen thousand men. The place
was fortified by no regular works, and defended
‘only by three hundred burghers and cight hun-
dred soldiers, in extreme want of provisions, and
without any prospect of velief. The governor and
the garrison thought of nothing but surrendering,
when the prince of Orange so animated them
by a letter, penned in his own'persuasive and in-
estimable manner, that they all determined to
sacrifice their lives, and lose the last drvop of
their blood in the breach. Their courage in-
creased with cvery assaulf, and the besiegers
were repulsed in every attempt to enter the
breach which their artillery had made 3 and the
informatio=t=-had gained from a, Spanish pri-
s-.cr, that A'vd had ordered the besiegers to

“retire in case they did not succeed in‘a third

attack, raised their drooping spiritst “The rainy
season came on; the Spaniards relused to ascend
the walls, and the sidge was-at last rised, to the

N2 .+ greag
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great mortification of Alva. This advantage
was shortly followed by the defeat of Alva's
grand fleet, equipped at great labour and ex- !
pence.

On the 22d.of December, Alva; disgusted a.nd(
dispirited with the failure of his best sch;'mvs, 5
quitted the Low Countries, and Frederic de Re-
quesnes was appointed to succeed him. The
first act of his administration was the destruc-
tion of his predecessor’s statue at Antwerp; a
popular act that would have produced happy
consequences, had not the court of Spain been

infatuated with notions of despotism apd blind
superstition.

. CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V,

< The Government of Requesnes; the Swge of Ley-

< den, and the Confederacy of the Provinces until

the Assassination of ‘the Prince of Orange in

- 1584, .under the Gocernment of the Duke of
Parma. . s

FHE popularity of the new governordid -,
not long coutinue.  He pursued most ,5'74:

of the former measures with vigour; but

the first advantage appeared on the side of thi
prince of Orange in the surrender of Middle-
burgh, notwithstanding numerous expedients
practised for its relief. The Zealanders at the
same time got possession of the island of Wal-
cheren. A dreadful reverse of fortune was
however near. Requesnes determined to pre-
vent the junction of Lewis of Nassau with his
brother, and therefore opposed to him the whole
flower of his army. The conseguence was a
complete victorv; the three brothers; Lewis,
Henry, and Christopher, being left dead on the
field. ‘The mutivous spirit of l.ewis's troops
certainly contributed much in favour of the
Spanish general, who was very shortly in the
saine situarion as his opponent had becn: a
most serious mutiny broke out in the Spanish
camp, nor were the mutincers at all pacified
vrefl they had raised a contribution of four
" thousand livres from the city of Antwerp, under
fear of being pillaced. The confusion occa-
sioned by this circumstance was highly increased
by a signal victory gained by the Zealanders
&g s N 3 over
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over a Spanish fleet of forty ships, most of
which either taken or destroyed.

Philip, at length, saw the necessity of using
milder measures, and published a proclamation
offering a free pardon to all, except the prince
of Orange, who should come in and sign an
abjuration of their heresy. Under such limi-
tations, the benefit of  Philip’s offer was
universally rejected, and the previnces resolved
on maintaining their libertics to the last.  They
applied for assistance to ngland, France, and
all the protestant powers of the empire, and
strenuously exerted themselves to carry on the
war against their oppressors. Requesnes, finding
no good could be expected from the king’s pro-
clamation, determined on the most memorable
event of the year, the sicge of Leyden. The
prince of Orange had been long aware of this
intention, and had accordingly given the
strictest orders for victualling and preparing the
town. These precautions were by some fatally
neglected, and the inhabitants were consequently
subject to the  pressure of a thousand wants,
during the most obstinate, bloody, and cruel
siege, the Netherlands had yet beheld. The
most advantageous terms were rejected by the
burghers and little garrison, who relied on their
courage, the justice of their cause, and their
perseverance,  Their efforts were prodigious,
the result of necessity and despair; but, though
reduced to the necessity of living on the dead
carcases of thdir fellow-citizens, all their resdlu- .
tion would have. been ineflectual, had not a °
violent south-west wind drove the inundation
with such fury against the besiegers, that Valdes,
fearing his axmy would be swallowed up in the

waves,
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waves, was obliged to draw off his army and re-
linquish the enterprize. A second and more.
: serious mutiny now arvose among the Spanish
troops, who attempted to set fire to Utrecht ;
norwas it until the most vigorous measures had .
been taken that the Spanish general was able to
Jead them into winter quarters in Brabant.

The next year commenced with some
fruitless negociations' at Breda, which, ,575"
notwithstanding the mediation of the
emperor, only left the partics more distant from
any prospect of accommodation than before.
Iostilities recommenced with the sieges of
Baren, Oudewater and Schoorhoven,  whichs
all successively, notwithstanding a brave re-
sistance, fell into the hands of the Spaniards,
who every where committed the greatest ex-
cesses.  The siege of Woerde was, however,
actended with greater difficulties than the Spa-
niards lately had to encounter, Aftera blockade
of three months, the Spanish general was
obliged to retire, with the loss of great part of”
his army, by a vigorous sally from the be=
sieged. ! 29

The prince of Orange still maintained his
superiority at sea; and Philip soon saw, that
unless he could get, possession of the principal
sea ports, his projected conquest could not be
effected. Requesnes was therefore ordered to
apply his army principally to that cbject, and
use every exertion to prepare a fleet.  ‘The
Zealanders were not in the mean tine inactive.
They attacked the Spanish fleet, and destroyed
the greatest part of it, either on the stocks orin
the harbours.  But Requesnes laboured with
increased activity to repair his loss, and was

scos
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ledged governor and the king's licutenant of the
Netherlands. ~ Peace was restored, industry re-
vived, and religious disputes silenced.  The
United Provinces had cvery appearance of again
becoming the most flourishing and important
part of the Spanish dominions, had not the am-~
bition of Don John, and the false policy and
desponsm of Philip, a third time lighted np the
torch of civil war, never to be ﬂppcased but by the
total extinction of the dominions of the Spanish
monarchy over the Seven Provinces.  After the
departure of the foreign troops, when Iiborty began
to draw wealth, while commicy ce was again h{tmv
its head, and 1hc acts of peace dmnbuung their
biesstigs, the conduct of Don John gave great
umbrage to the people as well as to the states.
In short, he displayed, very evidently, his inten-
tions of resuming the former oppressive governg
ment ; and had been even known to have recom-~
metnded a recurrence to force. =0
Tl.e states were aware of his p]ans, but Phi-
Iip detérmined to lose no time in exccuting
them. He accordingly seized Namur, and se-
veral times attempted to get possession of Ant-
werp, but failed. ” Upon the Spanish forces as-
sembling in Namur and Luxeémburgh, the states
invited the prince of Orange to Breda, where
he was most joyfully received, and every pre-
cau ion taken which seemed necessary, to en-
able the country 1o resist this new invasion of the
Spaniaids. ¢ Notwithstanding it was evident,
from the whole tenor of his conduct, that the
public good was the only object be had in vieh;
yet he was not without rivals, who openly as=
serted that he was mﬂuenced only by ambition;
which it was necessary "to controul; and their
power
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power was so considerable, that the states judged
3t expedient to call in Matthias, brother to the
emperor amd archduke of Austria, as governor
of the provinces; but the prince of Orange,
happily for the country, was appointed his licu~
fenant. ity

The states-general having declared

. Don John an enemy to the country, and
called upon all his adherents to quit him
on pain of being declared rebels, the Spanish

. council determined to actwith the utmost vigonr
tor the support of their governor. - To oppose
these preparations, the states concluded 2 treaty
with queen LElizabeth ; who agreed to advance
them one hundied thousand pounds sterling,
and to send five thousand foot and one thousand,
horse, the states paying all expences when in
their service, and viving other satisfactory secu-
Hty. Jflizabeth, however, unwilling to” excite
the jealousy of France and the resentment of
Spain, proposed sending Cusimir count Palatine,
with three thousand foot and three thousand
horse, instead of the English.

Don John was, in the meuan time, joined by
the Spanish army under = lexander Farnese, the
most intrepid, vigorous, and renowned officer ia
tite service of Philip. The war was commence 1

. without delay : but the states were irresolut?
and slow, notwithstanding the spirited remon -
strauces of the prince ot Orange. The Spanish
artny, dmounting to sixteen thousand foot and
two_thousand horse, all veteruns, *lefeated the
Sigur de Coicny, who was at the head of ten
thousand foot and five thousand horse, near Na-
muar; after which. almost all the towns where
he marched surrendered to him. Brussels, how=

“ever,

15784
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ever, was too strongly fortified ; and he declined
so difficult an enterprize. The accession of
Amsterdam to the confederacy, at this juncture,
more than compensated for all their losses; and
the states, aware that their misfortunes had been
principally owing to their own delays, invested
the archduke and prince of Orange with suffi-
cient powers to prevent the recurrence of such
fatal measures. At this time alse, a change of
government in the provinces of Guelderland and
Groningen was of the utmost service to the
confederacy ; and would haye enabled those
districts, to encounter the whole power of Spain,
#ad not discussion broke their strength, divided
their council, and distracted their aflans. About
this time, the states concluded a treaty with the
dnke of Anjou, by which he was gratified with
the title of defender of the liberties of the Ne-
therlands, in considevation ofa large reinforce-
ment which he brought. While the states were
thus straining every nerve to prepare for their
defence, Don John, after making an unsuccess-
ful attack upon their camp, died (some imagine
of chagrin, others of poison); and the wholepower
devolved on the duke of Parma, who was much
superior to him, both as a statesman and a
soldier.

The prince of Orange perceiving, from fatal
experience, that little reliance was to be placed.
in mercenary allies; formed the scheme of more

. closcly uniting the provinces. It was, in fact,
the only medsure which could be proposed with'
safety; and it was prosecuted with that alacrity
and address, for which William was deservedly
celebrated.  Deputies from all the provinces
accordingly met at Utrecht, and signed the al-

liance,
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Jiance, which formed the basis of that common-
wealth, so renowned by the appellation of the
United Provinees. In this grand contract,
sketched out by the hand of the prinee of
Orange, may easily be discerned the judicious
steady hand of the master and true patriot.
It was universally approved; and 4 coin was
struck, expressive of the situation of the infant
republic:®# The Walloons alone, through jea-
lousy of the protestants; refused to accede to
the union; and actually formed 4 league with |
the duke of Parma: Philip did every thmcr in
his power, to detach the prince of Orange from
the confederacy: he offered to restore his estates}
indemnify his losses; and raise him to the height
of power and of favour. But William knew too
well the perfidy of the king; he was too firm to
be moved by danger, and too pubhc&spmted to
¥elinquish the interests of his country for his own_
private emolument.  William’s next care was to
suppress the disturbances in Ghent; and restore
the catholics to the possession of their estates;
an instance of justice, which could not procure
him the confidence of that faction, who esteemed
the man, while they detested the heretic.

The war continued with various success; but
from the activity:.and valour of the duke of
Parma, rather to the advantage of the Spaniardss
Maestricht and several towhs were taken after
a most desperate resistance, while the count
wvas in every quarter completely devastated, arg
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the soldiers murmuring for want of pay; both
in the Spanish and Orange armies.

William now saw, that the only expedient to
relieve them from absolute destruction, was to
renew the treaty with the duke of Anjou; not-
withstanding the calumny and suspieion to which
such a measure might expose him. Anjou was
accordingly, soen after, elected sovereign of the
United Provinces; and the yecar ended with
Philip’s proscribing the prince of Orange, and
offering a reward of twenty-five thousand crowns
to whoever should produce him, dead or alive.

A.D. The greater part of this year was oc-

1587, cupied with petty hostilities, but with no

; decisive success on either side. The
states, however, after long deliberations, pub-
lished an edict, excluding Philip from any sove-
reignty, right, or authority over the Nether-
Jands, and expressly renouncing their allegiance:
to him. In the mean time, the duke of Anjou
having assembled his army, marched to the
reliet of Cambray, and cempelled the Spaniards
to raise the siege with great loss; but his army
“was not sufficiently strong for any decisive ope-
‘rations. Tournay, after a most desperate re-
sistance, was taken by the duke of Parma, who
stormed the breach in person; and this advan-
tage was succeeded by another, over the confe--
derate army in Friezland. =
. An attempt, which might have proved
fatal *o the cause of the Provinces, had
nearly succeeded this year. One _Gas~
par Anestra, = man of despcrate fortung, hd
determined to astassinate-the prince of Oranges:
he discharged a pistol, which dangerously :
wounded

A.D.
1582.
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wounded him in- the ear, as he was passing
through one of the rooms after dinner. The
assassin was immediately killed by the attendants,
and William speedily recoyered, to ‘the general
joy of the Provinces. The rémainder of the
year was consumed, like the former, in indecisive
hostilities, neither party being sufficiently strong
to take the field. DBut another plan, con-
trived, as it was said, with the privity and con-
currence of the duke of Parma, who had re-
ceived orders from his court for the purpose,
for the murder of the duke of Anjou, the prince
of Orange, and prince d’Espinoi, was discovered,

and the conspirators executed. 3

The cause of the United Provinces 5 p

“had nearly this year reccived a fatal ;gg4.

“shock, from the open disunion and

breach which the conduct of the duke of Anjou
- had produced; who, entirely governed by his
favouaites, and but feebly supported by his bro-
ther Henry I11. scemed more anxious to secure
himself and enrich his favourites, than to for-
ward the side he had so interestedly espoused.
The mediation of Henry and of Elizabeth, as
well as the advice of the prince of Orange, how-
ever, produced a reconciliation, and things were
put on the same footing as before. Hostilities
recommenced, but the tide of success went en-
tively in favour of the Spaniards. The. French
“army was defeated, and Dunkirk, with several
other towns, taken; soon after which, the duke
of Anjou returned to France. His retreat was
qf the greatest service to the duke of Parma, as
commotions immediately broke out in Ghent,
some of the inhabitants offering to submit them-
selves to the Spaniards; but this design was
02 © " happily
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happily prevented, by the arrival of a bhody of

troops from Brussels and Antwerp.
While the prince of Orange was making
.1'5-84: the most unremitting exertions to esta-
blish the cause of the confederates, the
duke of Anjou died in France, in the thirticth
rear of his age: calamitous as that event was
to the Provinces, it was soon effaced by a much
greater, which a few weeks after befell them, in
the death of the prince of Orange; who was
assassinated by one Balthazar Gerard, a man
who had in some degree® insinuated himself into
William’s good opinion, and had been placed by
him in the train of the embassy to France. On
pretence of applying for a passport, he placed
himself at the door of the apartment where Wil-
liam was at dinner; and waited there, with a
cloak cast around him, until they were retiring
into another room ; when stepping forward, he
shot the prince with a pistol loaded with three
balls, William had only time to say, “ God
* ¢ have mercy upon me and this afflicted people!
£ 1 am severely wounded ¥ and in a few mo-
ments expired. The assassin being  taken in
attempting to escape, confessed® that he had
formed the design for six years, but had been
‘deterred by his friends from the bloody purposc.
This melancholy event diffused the greatest grief
and consternation through the Provinces; cach
person mourned, as for his parent, his guardian,
and friend. Being now deprived of the person
whose wisdom had for many years been their
principal support, they considered themselves
as destitute and forlorn, and were overwhelmed
with' the most gloomy apprehensions of their
future fate. Never were the titles of father h(’)f
15
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CHAR.. V.

* o
The State of Affairs. Stadiholdership of Prince
Maurice. The Government of the Earl of Lei-
cester, and the Transactions in the Low Coun-
tries, until the Arrival of the Archduke Al-
bert. Y e T S
AD. GENERAL' gloom and despon-
584. dency « appearcd in every face
A throughout the Netherlands, and anar-
chy reigned in the councils of the confederates..
The provinces of Holland and Zealand were
foremost to shew their gratitude to the memory
of William, by electing his second son Maurice
their stadtholder, and captain-general by sea.
and land.  William’s eldest son, the count of
Buren, was still a prisoner in Spain ;-and Mau-
vice, at the time of his father’s death, was finish=
ing his studies at the uniyersity of Leyden. He
was only in the eighteenth year of his age, but
such rays of genjus shone forth in his character
as approved him worthy of thc honours be-
stowed. The states conferred “vpon him  the
_freatest part of the dignities enjoyed by his fa-
ther; and in order to supply his want of cxperi-
¢nce, and at the same time that they sccured his
ieing early intructed in the art of war, they ap-
pointed count Hohenloe, the most accomplished
{fiicer in the service, to be his lieutenant or de-
nity, until he should attain to greater maturicy
i yoars and experience. Such was the youth
testined to oppose the duke of Parma, the most
: renowned
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tenowned general of the age. It was imagined
in Spain that the death of William would
deprive the states not only of counsel, but of
courage: it produced; however, very contrary
. effects. Revenge took place of despair, and
" horror at the assassination, so irritated the peo-
ple, that they determined to prosecute the war
with greater vigour and constancy than ever;
‘and for the purpose of a still closer union, they
renewed the treaty of Utrecht.
~ In the mean time the duke of Parma was not
~ddle. He advanced with his whole army to be-
siege Antwerp ; and after one of the most extraor-
- dinary sieges ‘recorded in history, that city at
‘Jast ‘was obliged to capitulate., The ‘bridge
which the duke on this occasion built over the
Scheldt, must for ever be considered as a most
stupendous monument of genius and perseve-
rance. Ghent also fell into his hands, and it
~was the general opinion that the fate-of the pro-
vinces depended on these two great events. The
states, as the most effectual expedient for reco-
vering such heavy losses, sent a deputation to
qucen Ilizabeth, and a treaty of alliance was
the consequence, by which that princess en-
gaged to furnish' five thousand foot, and one
thousand three hundred horse, besides the as-
sistance of her flect.  The carl of Leicester
shortly after landed with his forces, and was
made governor-general, with power almost ab-
solute. . The misconduct and incapacity of
Leicester soon became apparent, 2and the duke
of Parma proceeded in a rapid course of con-~
gliests. Grave, andseveral other strong towns,
were obliged to surrender to him. - At length

Leicester resolyed to take the ficld in person,
' : : ~afand
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and advanced with the whole army to Arnheim ;
but finding his army inferior to the enemy, he
contented himself with blocking @p Zutphen,
into which the duke of Parma threw supplics at
pleasure. It was in attacking one of those con-
voys, that the brave, generous, gallant, and
amiable sir Philip Sidney fell. = Leicester, after
laying heavy contributions on the neighbouring

country, put his army into winter quarters,

without effecting any thing agreeable to the
public expectation. Leicester, in the course of
the winter, sailed for England, leaving the af-

fairs of the provinces in’ a much worse situation

than that in which he found them.

The reduction of Sluys, after a brave

1537. and desperate resistance, was the next
conquest the duke of Parma added to

his laurels. The return of the earl of Leices-
ter only tended to renew the anarchy which had
before prevailed, and which continued to in-
crease until queen Elizabeth recalled him to

England, then threatened with invasion by the

armada. Elizabeth, to gain time for her own
defence, made some efforts to open a negocia-
tion at Ostend between the Spaniards and the
provinces, but every effort failed; and the duke
of Parma again took the field. Notwithstand-
ing his utmost exertions, he was completely
baifled in his attempts upon Bergen-op-zoom,
principally through the assistance of the Eng-
lish gartison. The year concluded with the
siege of Wachtendock, ‘an enterprise planned
by count Mansveldt, in opposition to the duke
of Parma’s opinion, and that of other officefs;

‘but success justified his boldness, the garrison -

having surrcndered, after the town had been
nearly reduced to a heap of ashes. s
At
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At the commencement of this cam- AD
paign, affairs took a different turn, and iy _;'39'.
the decline of the Spavish power may
be dated from this period. Prince Maurice,
count Solmes, and Hohenloe, uniting their
forces, retook Heusden, in sight of the Spanish
army, which was in a state nearly approaching
to mutiny, while the health of the duke of
* Parma rapidly declined.  The Spaniards, under
~ the marquis de Vacambon, the duke of Parma
being at the Spa for the recoveryof his health,
* besieged Rhimberg, whith they at last got pos-
session of, though not until they had received
a severe defeat from the English forees, under
- 'Sir Francis Vere: but in' Groningen, prince
Maurice foiled the Spanish general in every at-
tempt. = He here exhibited sufficient proofs of
his superior ‘military’ talents and towering ge-
- mips. g s
Breda and Gertruydenberg were the keys of
Brabant, and the loss of the latter had wholly
excluded the confederates from the province. A
plan was laid for surprising Breda, which suc-
" ceeded almost without a blow, nor could all the
efforts of the duke of Parma regain possession of
it. In addition to these successes, the naval
power and wealth of the states were so much
- augmented from the exertions they had made
against the privateers of Dunkirk, that they
“swere not only able to furpish their contingencies
for the supply of the armies, but even sent suc-
cours, both of men and money, to Henry IV.
* then fighting against the league and the king of
Spain, by which means they ecffected a very
owerful diversion in their own favour.
The duke of Parma being called away by
orders

»
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orders from Philip to march to the assistance of
the duke of Mayenne, who had been defeated
by Henry I1V. left count Mansveldt to conduct
the war. The confederates were not idle at this
juncture; the greatest part of the Spanish forts
were destroyed; Blamemberg was taken; and
notwithstanding the duke of Parma’s return,
prince Maurice conducted the sicge of Zutphen
with so much vigour, that the garrison capitu-
lated. Deventer also fell, as well as Delfiel,
and all the neighbouring forts. The duke of
Parma, anxious to check the progress of the

. prince, determined to attack Knotsemburg; but

s

such were the precautions taken, Maurice at the
same time advancing with his army, that the
duke had but very little prospect of success,
when he was again summoned to teturn to
France, concluding his long and faithful services,
in which he had deservedly acquired the reputa-
tion of anh able and vigilant general. Maurice
concluded a glorious and successful campaign,
with the capture of Was and the strong city of

- Nimeguen, after a vigorous and well-conducted

siege, leaving the frontiers, the country secured

“and covered by fortified towns, and the fairest

prospect in another campaign of driving the
Spaniards out of Friezeland.
After some fruitless efforts of the em-
2 ,5'92: peror Rudolph to establish peace, Mau-
rice took the field, and sat down before
Steinwyck, a strong town on the frontiers of
Overyssel. The garrison made a brave defence,
but were at length obliged to surrender mpon
honourable conditions. Oknarsch, in the ter-

‘ritory of Twente, was reduced before the close

of the month ; and Corvoerden, a strongly for-
: tified

-
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tified town, in the district of Drante, was com-
pelled to capitulate, notwithstanding the utmost
: exertions of the Spanish general for-its re-
lief. ‘

The retirement of the duke of Parma A.D
threw the Spanish affairs into the greatest ygg,
state -of confusion. Maurice had heen
preparing for the siege of Gertruydenberg, which
he had deprived of all supplies. To prevent the
place being succoured, he drew lines of circum-
vallation, on which wonderful expence, labour,
and'genius, were bestowed, and which hie mount-
ed with one hundred pieces of cannon. Nans-
veldt advanced with his whole army to its relief; -
and while Maurice, with a handful of men was’
_ repelling his efforts, he was at the same time ad-
vancing his works and battering a bieach. The
whole art of war was exhausted between the
fruitful genius of the prince and the long expe-
rience of Mansveldt. The garrison at last ca-
pitulated, and obtained honourable conditions.
Thus ended the most remarkable sicge in the
whole war, the besiegers being themselv@s be-
sieged by a greatly superior army, commanded
by one of the best officers in the Spanish ser-
viee. Mansveldt, on the surrender of the town,
broke up his camp with an intention to attack
Crevecceur; but to_ his great surprise he found
the country inundated, and Maurice encamped.
on the only accessible eminence. Mansveldt,
after expressing his astonishment at the prince’s
activity, retired highly disgusted at *being thus
foilgd" by a boy, and sent detachments into-
Friezeland.

The prince’s next exploit was to break off the:
communication between Germany and Gronin-

gen,
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gen, which, in despite of the utmost efforts of
Verdugo, he effected. The Spaniards resolved
to attempt a decisive explait; by surprising
Maurice with his little army in his camp; but
they found the confederates under arms, and an
intrenchment thrown up the preceding night.
They therefore retired into winter quarters, and
the campaign ended with an unsuccessful effort
made by Maurice to surprise Bruges, and an
equally fruitless one of Mansveldt’s to penetrate
into Zealand, ey o

This year the archduke Ernest was

1594, Made governorof the Netherlands by Phi--
¢ lip; but he soon incurred the contempt of
both parties, who discovered that he was a weak
dissolute prince, directed by minions, and govern-
ed by women. Two attempts were made during the
winter against the life of prince Maurice, both.
of which failed ; and the conspirators were exe-
cuted, after declaring that the archduke was
privy to the plan, which was even debated in his
council.

Several unsuccessful attempts on - different
places were made by both parties during the
winter; but the principal object with Maurice
was the reduction of Groningeu, which he in-
vested with ten thousand foot, and two thousand
horse. 'The attack and defence were cqually vi-
gorous ; but Maurice haying at length sprung
a mine, and gained the graveline, the burghers
dreading an assault, insisted on capitulating.

A mutiny at this time broke out in the Spa-+
nish army under Verdugo, the soldiers com-
mitting every species of excess, which embar-
rassed the exertions of the Spanish general, and

prevented the adoption of vigorous measu.es..
On
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On the councils assembling at Brussels; nothing
but jealousy between the Flemings and Spaniards
prevailed. Duke d’Archot warmly condemned
the influence of the foreieners. - The states, he
said, were subject toPhilip, not to Spain, and
that his father did not convert them into pastures
to fatten starved and emaciated Spaniards. The
Flemings, in the council decidedly declared
it as their opinion, that peace was necessary,
honourable, and very possible ; inshort, that it
was the best and most practicable measure,
The death of the archdeke happened soon after,
and Fuentes was appointed governor,  with,the
same power as Mansveldt had. The new govere
nor was headstrong. and ungovernable, and tie
first act of his administration was highly<dis-
pleasing to the nation, and heightened their
aversion. i
* Prince Maurice in' che mean time laid siege
to Giol, in the' territory of Zutphen ; but the
.appearance of a superior army obliged him to
velinquish the enterprise, and he afterwards
made a fruitless attempt to surprise Meurs,
upon which both armies retired to .quarters.
Fuentes, by artful management, was however
able to contrive to bring a numerous army into
the field, nor was this the only difficulty the
states had to encounter; and queen Elizabeth
was incensed at their sending assistance to Henry,
and threatened in violent terms to demand the
payment of her subsidies ; nor were the states
able to pacify her, without promising twenty-
fosr men of war to join her fleet against the
Spaniards. :
In the mean time Philip had laid a plan more
decply founded than at first imegined, ~ Born to
RO D X VAU ET w0 ® yast
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vast possessions, .and still larger designs, after &
long dream of ambition and universal monarchy,
depressed with - disappointment, broken with
infirmity, he had sacrificed health, ease, and
all the pleasures of life, to vain glory and empty
projects.  His thoughts were now employed on
that state of quiet which he had never suffered
the world nor himself to experience. He saw
himself dispossessed of seven, and holding the
rest upon the destructive tenure of an un-
certain war.  His obstinacy had given binth
to a powerful republie, which: had risen on'
the ruin of his dominions; and as his pride pre-
wented his offering peace, he: thought the car-
dinal archduke Albert the most proper person:
- to whom he could commit the government of the
Netherlands, from whose administration much.
might be expected, having governed Portugal
with general approbation. He even intended to be-
stow the Netherlands as a dowry upon his daugh-
ter, the infanta Cara Isabella, in case of her mar-
riage with the archduke. Previous. to the new
governor’s leaving Spain, he procured the rve-,
lease of Philip, the late prince of Orange’s
cldest son, after twenty-cight years captivity, and
even prevailed on the king to restore him to his
titles and. estates. Great expectations were
formed of the influence of the prince, who had:
been educated a rigid catholic ; but'as soon as’
the states heard of what wag doing, they wrote to:
the prince, expressing their hope that the som
and representative of that strenuous asserter of
freedom the prince of Orange, would never
swerve from the cause of liberty, and those
maxims which had immortalized the memory of
his heroic father. The prince, in his answer,
professed
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CHAP. VI.

The ' Administration of Cardinal Adlbert: the
Deaths of Philip the Second andQueen Elizabetl ;
and general Affairs to the year }’80_3’. :

AD ARDINAL ‘Albert, on joining the
3596. army in the Low Countries, directed
his efforts to the siege of Hulst; and,
notwithstanding the utmost . efforts of count
Solmes their governor, and of Maurice, for
their relief, - the garrison was obliged to
capitulate on terms extremely honourable ;
-though not until the Spaniards had lost three
thousand menin the siege. Maurice’s inferiority
was occasioned by the detachmentssentto Franceg
and the nmumerous body of troops with the
ear] of Essex in Spain, while the cardinal had
thirty thousand men under his command. -
A.p.  During the winter, the archduke sent
1597. count de Varcux into Brabant, the in-
s habitants having implored his protec-
tion in consequence of the heavy contribu-
tions imposed by the states. Prince Mau-
rice attacked the count in his march, and
gained a complete victory with the loss of one
bundred men only, the cnemy leaving one
thousand twg hundred dead upon the field, and
their military chest, with a great many colours
and trophies of war. Turhout, in consequenge,
surrendered ; and Maurice’s trophies were de-
~posited at the Hague, as a monument of his
¥ victory gained in the open field, all his'sucl:]cesses
G aving
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. having before consisted in reducing and defend-

ing towns.

Although the activity of Albert enabled him
to take the field with a considerable army, yet
his attention was fully employed by the l'vench

~monarch’s investing Arras; whither Albert was

obliged to march. Maurice did not neglect
the opportunity, but crossed the Rhine, took
Alphen, fell upon Meurs, which surrendered ;
took Grol, notwithstanding the vigorous de-
fence of the numerous garrison, and reduced
‘the town of Briefort, After compelling Ens-
chede, Oldenseel, and Otmauen, to receive his
garrisons, he invested Linghen, which was foreed
to capitulate ; upon which he put his army into
qiarters, and was received by the states with
all the honours he so justly merited.

- Negociations for peace were resumed during
the winter ; but notivithstanding the interference

- of the emperor, and the kings of Denmark,

- Sweden, and Poland, thestates had been too long

_engaged in the cause of freedom, for subjection

to any master to appear tolerable ; and every in-

“tercession therefore proved ineffectual. All the

remonstrances of the states were however

_ insufficient to prevent the concluson of peace
. between France and Spain, 4 measure which was

- dictated by prudence as well as necessity with

regard to the former. The ambassadors were

~however able to proctre the remewal of the
- treaty with the queen of England, which enabled

them to take the mest vigorots measures fof

_fupporting the war.

In the mean time the couneils of Philip were

. fluctuating and unsteady; that depth of under-

- standing -and refined policy for which be was

P3 formerly
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formerly cclebrated, were clouded with disaps
pointment, weakened by infirmity, and entangled
in embarrassments. ‘The only measure which
appeared to him practicable to extricate him-
self, was to marry the archduke Albert to his
daughter Isabella: and having resolved on this .
step, the archduke set off for Spain, leaving his
brother the cardinal Andrea as his successor.
Before his arrival, Philip was in extremities;
and a variety of accidents,retarding his journey,
Philip had breathed his last before he. could
reach the court. The marriage was however
solemnized ; but all hisintreaties to the states
to. acknowledge his new bride their natural
princess, who, he promised would govern them
with the utmost lenity, indulgence and affection, .-
remained unnoticed. The command of the
Spanish troops, which now amounted to twenty-
five thousand men, devolved on Mendoza, who .
gained several considerable advantages, prince.
Maurice being too weak to oppose him in the
field. His activity, vigilance, .and address,
however prevented the Spanish general from.ob--
taining any important advantage. The, year .
concluded with a rich capture, made by a small .
squadron cquipped by prince Maurice; fm‘.i’r
Spanish merchantmen, richly laden, being taken -
before they got out of sightof Caldis. . i,
" a.p. During the winter, 'prin,(_;e-‘Ma&:icg .
| 359¢. surprised Emmeric, which was retaken -
by the Spaniards; but he, notwithstanding
succeeded agmnst Zavenar;  while the gazt_gs 3
were, in the mean time, busily expplaygg._-l;%f.
devising new taxes and loans to.defray the ex- -

jpences of the ensuing. campaign.  The Infantz.

haying published 2 proclamation, fngiﬁsh_%g
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fhe smallest intercourse between the United
.Provinces and Spain, the states busied them-.
selves in equipping a flect and raising levies,
which were attended with great success.  The
‘first efforts of the archduke were directed
.zgainst Bommel ; but the vigilance of prince
Maurice defeated his design. - The difficulties
he had to encounter did not however discourage
Mendoza from a second and more desperate
attempt ; nor was it until prince Maurice had
encamped under the walls, and made three des-
_perate sallies against the besiegers, in the last of
which the English and French auxiliaries, undér -
Sir Francis Vere and Le Noue, had forced thz-
Walloon quarter, that ke thought of a retreat,
which he effected with great judgment. An
attempt on Neuverden also failed; but the
confederates were equally unsuccessful in- an
attempt on Meguen, which the garrison defended
with extreme valour. :
In the mean time, the archduke Albertand
‘his eonsort returned to the Low Countries, and
made their public entry into Brussels with great
magnificence. The United Provinces were at
this period mest ruinously divided among them-
selves, loud clamours being raised against the
expences of the war, and subsidies absolutely
refused by some ; when a most seasonable supply
arrived from the king of France, who was aware
that the penuriousness of the states would ruin
the confederacy. Maurice hawever, notwith-
_standing all his intreaty and peisuasion, was
.cqmpgued to reduce his forces, which would
bave had the most fatal effects ever felt by the
states, had the enemy seized thc oppertunity
row offered, . §
- Tha-
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The fleet which had been fitted out at the
commencement of the year, met with consider-
able success in plundering and destroying - the
Spanish settlements in the West Indies, and re-
- turned to Holland, richly laden with ‘booty of

every kind, yet hardly sufficient to defray the
heavy expences of the armament. ~

The distressed situation of the Spanish

1600, affairs, and the general mutinies among
the soldiers for want of their pay, con-
vinced prince Maurice that a fair opporttnity
now offered of attacking the Spaniards to ad-
vantage ; but his powers were limited, and his
forces inconsiderable. © He was notwithstanding
able to carry Wachtendroc, Crevecceur, and Saint
Andrew, the garrison of which latter place
enlisted into the service of the states, where
they behaved with the greatest courage and
fidelity. e

While Maurice was pursuing advantages,
which could solely be attributed to his activity
and ability, the states were obliged to have re-
course to force to compel the states of Groningen
andFriezland to furnish their contingents for the
expences of the campaign. William of Nassau
was dispatched with an army for that purpose,
and by a just mixture of vigour and persuasion
succeeded to the utmost. Albert had equal
difficulties to encounter in raising supplies, which
determined the states to open the campaign with
vigour, and fo strike some blow, that might at
the same time secure their commerce and con-
found the enemy. Notwithstanding all fhe
difficulties which presented themselves, it was
resolved to besiege Dunkirk, and the most

active preparations were made for that purpose.
> -Maurice
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Maurice was scarccly arrived at Nicuport,
when he learnt that the archduke was in full
march to attack him, with 2 numerous army’

. flushed with the reduction of all the forts
. the prince had left behind. Maurice detached
Ernest of Nassau to check his progress; but

notwithstanding  the desperate valour of the

Scotch troops under colonel Edmond, they were

_«ompletely defeated at Leflingen, with the loss
of nine hundred men. Albert resolved on at-

. tacking Mauzice, while his army had bardly
time to recover from the panic produced by

prinee Ernest’s defeat, without waiting for a re~

inforcement of three thousand men; which was

daily expected. DMaurice was prepared for him,

and drew up his army in order of battle; but

~ordered the fleet, with all the artillery and bag-
- gage, tosail for Ostend, to shew the troops that
they had no alternative but to conquer or to

die. The eminences were planted with cannon,

and that charge given to the sailors, who served
with equal courage and alacrity. Never was

there assembled a greater mumber of eolunteers

.of distinction than at this time served under
. Blaurice, to learn the art of war under a gene-
xal so renowned. The English, German, and
French nobility, formed the body-guard of the

prince, and determined to share his fortune. Al-

bert, after the artillery had been briskly served

for three hours, "began the charge; but the in-
.conveniences the Spaniards sustained from the
.san and clouds of sand, which the wind blew in
. their faces, almost determined him to suspend
. the attack until the following day, when the
soldiers loudly demanded immediate battle, re-

peating 2 saying common in the wars z,xgainhst

the
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the Moriscoes, ¢ The more Moors, the more
glorious the victory.” Prince Maurice’s cannon
was so well served, and his fleet kept up such
regular firing upon the enemy during high wa-
ter, as forced them to remove to a greater di-
stance from the shore. Both vans engaged with
the utmost intrepidity, and sustained the fight
with astonishing obstinacy. Albert directed his
chief strength against the English, who baffled all
his efforts, until Sir Francis Vere received a
wound, which obliged him for the time to
retire from the ficlde They were now sup-
ported by a body of French auxiliaries, and
-the battle became more general, the right
wing of the confederates being deeply engaged
with the left of the Spaniards. Here prodigious
havock was made among the enemy, who repeat-
edly returned to the charge, after they were
broken and repulsed by the incessant fire kept up
by the artillery and musquetry. Upon the left,
the confederates frequently gave way, but were
as constantly rallied, and supported with fresh
troops, képt in reserve. ~ At last both wings of
the cnemy were routed, and the center, com-
posed of the best Italian and Spanish infantry,
alone stood firm, repelling all the “efforts of
Maurice, who vigorously attacked them with
cavalry mixed with infantry. After the engage-
ment had thus continued for three hours, and
both sides seemed rather exhatisted with fatigue
than satinted with blood, four picces of cannon -
were so happily pointed against this impregnable
body of Spaniards as put the whole in confusson,
and victory at length declared in favour of the
confederates.. The fire of the artillery was se-
conded with a general charge of the cavalry; led
0 on
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on by Maurice in person, and pushed with'irre-
sistible impetuosity.  As soon as the encmy
were perceived to wayver, the Dutch horse cried
out, Victory ! The word instantly spread through
the whole army, the center of the infantry ad-
vanced, and fell on with fury; the archduke
received slight awound, and his troops were
wholly disordered, dispersed and routed. Five
thousand men, besides officers, were slain and
taken prisoners; among the latter was Men-
doza: and thus ended the battle of Nieuport,
brought on by the imprudence of the states, and
gained by the courage and skill of Maurice, with
the lossi of fifteen hundred men killed, and an
equal number waundcd on the side of the con-
tederates.

The very existence of the United Provinces
dgpended upon the fate of Maurice and his
army ; and nothing could exceed their joy on 16~
ceiving the news of the victory, and the con-
gratulations of the conqueror, who ascribed his
good fortune to the goodness of divine Provi-
dence and the courage of his troops, claiming
ta himself no part of the merit.  The behaviour
of Maurice to Mendoza and Zapena, who, to
the mortification of being prisoners, had the
additional affliction of being mortally wounded,
diffused a spirit of humanity through the whole
army. Notwithstanding the utmost care, Za-
pena died in a few days, filled with sentiments
of the deepest venecration and gratitude for the
character of Maurice, whose conduct more re-
sembled that of a father than of the conqueror
of an inveterate foe.

Albert set out the day after the battle for
Ghent, where the affection, the firmness, and

intrepidity
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intrepidity of the princess inspired fresh hopes -
and new courage. He recruited his army with

such c:épcdition, that he reinforced the garrison

of Nieuport before the confederates had left Os-

tend; and so obstinate was the resistance, that

‘Maurice was forced to abandon the design en=~

tirely, and content himself in making fruitless

irruptions into the enemy’s country, until he

put his army into winter quarters.

The winter was consumed in useless negocia-
tions, while both parties prepared with activity,
for the ensuing cmnpawn. The states had re-
<eived fresh remittances from Irance, and by
new duties on merchandize considerably in-
creased their revenue. Prince Maurice took
the ficld early in the season, defeated a body of
the enemy at Gravenswaert, and carried the for-
tress of Rhimberg, on the Rhine. Albert, in
the mean time, \vnh apowerful army, sat down
before Antwerp, which was most resolutely de-
fended, and torrents of blood spilt. While the

" Spaniards were thus employed, Maurice was
left master of the field, and determined to at-

tack Bois-le-duc; ‘but the weakness of his army

compeiled him to relinquish the enterprise. The

siege of Ostend in the mean. time continued

with unabated vigour, notwithstanding the in-

clemency of the \\eather and the murmurs of

the soldiers.  The spirit, perseverance, and gal-

lantry of Sir Francis Vere animated his troops,’

who made numerable sallies, and with invin-

cible intrepidity repulsed a desperate attempt tor

storm the town through a breach which had

been effected. The increased severity of the
season at length compelled the archduke to sus-

pend the siege, but he did not relinquish his en-

terprise.
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torprise.  The exhausted garrison was in the
mean time exchanged for fresh troops, which
the open communication by sea enubled the
states to effeet. e >
Maurice was not inactive; but finding it im-
possible to raise the siege of Ostend by land, sat
down Defore Grave, one of the stvongest bul-
" warks in.the Netherlands, whieh; notwithstand-
ing the exertions of Mendoza and a body of
fourtecn thousand men, was compelled to sur-
render, after a brave resistance of ten weeks.
 This ycar was usheyed in with the
‘death of queen Elizabeth; upon which 1303'_
the states lost no time in sending a mes- -
sage to king James, in the hope of securing his.
interest. In the mean time, Maurice, by his pru-
dence, #dctivity and penetration, was prepared
to meet a body of the Spaniards, under the
mwarqguis De Bella, whom he completely defeat-
ed. The siege still continued, but proceeded
very slowly, notwi%nstanding the utmost exer-
tions of Rivas the Spanish general; when the
marquis Spinola, spurred on by the love of
glory, accepted the cemmand, in which he soon
displayed his capacity. The impending danger
of Ostend determined the states to attempt the
reduction of Sluys, which, after a thousand
difliculties, and several bloody rencontres, prince
Maurice was at last able to effect.
Ostend was at last compelled to surrender,
+but upon the most honourable terms, to the
prodigious exertions of Spinola, atter a three
yeqrs siege, which had employed: the principal
part of the Spanish forces, and cost the lives of
one hundred thousand brave men, all the works
being nearly reduced to ruins, Formidable mu-
VOL. XVIII. Q - tinies
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tinies in the mean time broke out in the Spanish
forces, which were with difficulty quelled, even
by the return of Spinola from Spain with money
to discharge their arrears. A bold attempt
made by Maurice on Antwerp failed, through a
variety of cross accidents, while Spinola made
several inconsiderable conquests. But his pro-
gress was checked by the vigilance of Maurice,
who, however, failed in a fine project he had
formed for surprising the Spanish camp ; as did
an attempt on Guelders, which ended the cam-
paign. .

A fever, with which Spinola was attacked in
Spain, delayed his operations until the middle of
summer, which was of the utmost benefit to the
United Provinces. He, however, at last took
the field, and, in spite of prince Maurice, reduced
Rhimberg, and relieved Grol, which had been:
besieged.  Several desperate engagements also
occurred between the fleets, with various suc-
cess 3 but the arrival of the richest India fleet
ever known, encouraged thc%gtates to the highest
pitch. ¢ L S

.p.  The court of Spain at length began to

1606. talk of peace, and the archduke even
sent deputies to the Hague to treat with

. the United Provinces as a frec people. But al-
though a congress was formed, yet the ambi-
tion of DMaurice, and the insolent demands of
the deputics prevented its coining to any sa-
tisfactory ¢onclusion. But the weighty nter=
férence of the neighbouring powers, and the
reasonable propositions offered by Spain, e at
length produced a truce for twelve years, on
terms mutually beneficial, the states having ob=
tained the end of all their desperate resistance
and invincible perseverancein the cause of liberty.
: CHAP.
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reformers, and artfully refused the request of
the states who imploved. his protection, to sup-
press the outrages which the mutual vielence of
the parties had produced.
- Maurice atlength threw off the mask,
x615. and scized on Brille, ‘and* even svent so
far as to offer violence to the privileges of
Utrecht. He afterwards had sufficient interest
to procure an order from the states for the im-
prisonment of Barneveldt, the virtuous and ve-
‘nerable leader ‘of the Arminians, who was
shortly tried and executed; a measure which
-ruined the character of Maurice, and withered .
those laurels acquired by long and important
. seryices. :
A.D The commercial wealth and naval
1621, powerof the Dutch had now risen to the
utmost height, and the foundation was,
laid of an empire at Batavia, infinitely superior
-in wealth, power and grandeur to the repub-
lic, where the providence of the Dutch seemed
to secure a retreat, in case by any fatal accident
their liberties should be destroyed. Such was
their situation on the expiration of the truces
but the long cessation of hostilities soon appear-
ed to have produced no other effect than en-
abling the parties to resume the war with re-
doubled vigour.

Spinola tock the field with a considerable’
army, carried Juliers, but was obliged to raise
the siege of Pergen-op-zoom. Maurice also fail-
ed in a well-laid scheme against Antwerp, and
narrowly escaped assassination from the injur&d
family of Barncveldt. As the winter appreach-
ad, the armies on both sides retired into winter-
quarters, and. {ruitless negociations were re-

sumed
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sumed, in this, as in every preceding winter.
The United Provinces, at this time, met with
prodigious success in their naval operations,
having extended their fleets even to South
America.

Notwithstanding the powerful armies and
great exertions of the Spaniards, an expedition
which they had attempted into the Provinces
completely failed, through the precautions of
Maurice. They, however, sat down to the sicge
of Breda, the strongest fortified town in the
Netherlands, the conquest of which Maurice was
determined to prevent; but the failure of his,
attack.on Antwerp, by which ‘he boped to di-
vert the attention of the Spanish general, com-
pelled him to withdraw his army; soon after
which he fell a victim to care, chagrin, and dis-
appointment, in the eighty-eighth year of his
age, the greatest part of which had been spent
in the service of his country; of which he was
considered the preserver, and the greatest states-
man and warrior of his age. Vigilant, indefa-
tigable, penetrating, cautivus, and sagacious, he
united all the qu¢htlcs of a gencral and a hero,
with the knowledge of a scholar. Ambition,
the weakness of a great mind, was his only
foible ; it sometimes shaded, but never concealed
his extraordinary merit, his generosity or pa-
- triotism: like a cloud before the sun, it damped
the ardour, but could not obscure the radiance
of his glory. .

Breda, after a most furious siege of ten 5
months, was at length obliged to sur- g4,
render, but on the “most advantageous
conditions ; and Spmola soon after resigned the
command. ‘The great preparations of the Spa-

5 R3 - nmrdb,
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niards, rendered it necessary that the states
should act with the utmost vigour and unari-
mity. The army took the field under the com- »
mand of prince Henry, who had succeeded to
the titles and estates of his brother: after de-
feating an attempt of the Spaniards upon Sluys,
he reduced Groll, and behaved to the city with
the greatést humanity, The prince pursued his
advantages, and about the same time a treaty
of alliance was concluded with England.
The war continued for a long time
1620, With various success; but the capture of
the flota from New Spain, the richest
* prize ever made by the Hollanders, being valued
~at fifteen millions of livres, intoxicated the states
.to success; and nothing was thought of but
public rejoicings.  Prince Henry, in the amean
time, cmployed himself with the most daring
attempt made during the war, against Boisde-
duc, a place of uncommon strengtls and which,
from never having been taken, was called the
Maid of Brabant. After a siege of great length,
and notwithstanding the greatest efforts for its
relief, it at last surrendered; and the advan-
tages to be derived from the acquisition were
so great, that the states totally disregarded the
immense sums it had cost them: 'A rapid course
of good fortune, not only in the Netherlands,
but also in Asia and America, attended the,
Provinces; and the negociation for a truce of
thirty-four years, on the same footing as the
former, were broken off. :

The prudence, valour, and grear medgration "¢
of prince Henry, had raised him to a higher
degree of credit with the states and the people,
_than cither his father or brother had enjoyed ;

. and
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and the States therefore resolved to testify their
gratitude, by making the office of stadtholder
hereditary in their family.

The archduchess soon perceived that
the vigilance of Henry would baffle all 4,5,
her plans in the usual method of carry-
ing on the campaign : she therefore resumed a
scheme, which had been formed two years before,
to cut off the communication between Holland
and Zealand. Henry was however prepared
with his fleet, and after a desperate conflict of six
hours, count John was totally defeated, and of
the whole armament, only eleven officers escaped.

In the Brazils, the Spanish fleet was encoune
tered by the Dutch admiral Pater, with 17 ships,
ten of which basely fled before the action began.
Pater however determined to supply the want of
numbers by courage : he sunk four and burned
six of their ships, before he could be surrounded.
After having long kept the victory in suspense,
he had one of his finest vessels blown up; and
this loss- was succeeded by another, still more
fatal. His own ship took fire, and Pater with
four hundred seamen perished in the flames.
The five remaining ships however fought with
redoubled vigour : but at last, perceiving that
they must sink under superior numbers, they
made one desperate effort, broke through the
encmies line, and after destroying four ships,
stecred their course unpursued to Olinda. The
victory remained with the Spaniards; but it
was so dearly purchased, that they®were totally
ungble to resume offensive operations during the
vear.
By treaty was this year concluded be- 4 p
tween the States and the King of Sweden, ,939"
with the view of a joint attack upon the
Spaniards ; and the prince of Orange began the

Q* campaign
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campaign .with .uncommon success:  Venlo,
-Maestricht, Limburgh,and the whole of Spanish
Guelderland, submitted to the arms of the con-
federates ; soon after which the campaign, so
glorious to the prince of Orange, and advan-
tawoous to the republic,  concluded. ;
. a.p. Larlyin this year, negociations were
6. seton foot by the court of Brusscls; but
the prince of Orange was .not to be
diverted from his military operations by confe-
rences.  Notwithstanding a reinforcement of
twelve thousand Swedes, the reduction of Rhim-
berg was the only important success of the
campaign, owing principally to the wetness of
the scason. The negociations were resumed
during the winter, but without effect; and the
death of the archduchess, lamented equally by
Spaniards. Flemings, and Dutch, for her pru-
dence, modoratmn, piety, and “humanity, soon
after happened.
A.p.  Towards.the close of the year, thc
1634. cardinal infant Albert arrived .to take
upon him the governmeunt; and the
greatest hopes were en-tertaine(l from a prince
known to be of a warlike disposition, and ad-
mitted .to possess the talents of a sound poli-
tician.
ALD An alliance between the States and
1635. Lewis XIIL heing concluded, their ar-
.mies were accordingly wnited, and Tille-
mont, with scveral other places were taken.
The success®of the confederates seems however
to have ended bhere. Thesiege of Louvain, which
Fenry was obiiged to abandon, cost him above
six thousand of kis best men, 'md the enemy
suprised fort Schenck, which wasxctakcn after a
tedlous siege.
In
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“In the ensuing campaign, the Prince
of Orange besicged Breda, which sur-
rendered :—while the Spaniards only
ained a few trifling ‘advantages at sea, which
closed the campaign. On the rencwal of hos-
tilities in the spring, the prince of Orange at-
tempted the reduction of Antwerp, but his
scheme was frustrated. . Several other successes
gained by the Spaniards rendered this campaign
more glorious to them than any of the preceding.
" Great expectations were this ‘year , p
“formed from the fleets under VAN 1649,
TRODMDP, one of the best naval officers
that Ifolland ever produced; and he had soon -
an opportunity to justify the high opinions
formed of him. ' 1lc defeated the Spanish ad-
miral off Gravelines, after a bloody conflict
‘of six hours; and not long afterwards, with
ohly eighteen sail ‘of the line, fell in with the
most powerful fleet which Europe had scen
since the famous armada ; dispersed the van in
the night, wud the next morning attacked
the Spanish admiral, yard arm to yard arm,
sunk his _ship, took four more; and a thick
fog alone prevented him . from pursuing his
advantages. [Ilaving received a reinforcement,
another action ensued in which both sides fought
with incredible fury. For eight hours, the Spa-
niards made an obstinate resistance, but were
at last totally defeated, with the loss of fourteen
men of war. Thirteen more afterwayrds fell into
the hands.of. the Dutch, only eleven of which
could be carried off, and of the whole arma-
ment, only eight 1‘¢z1chc<l'l)unkirk. -
This and the succceding campaign
were undistinguished by any import-
ant enterprise. < A truce fo ten years

Ay D}
1637.

SALD
2640,

was
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was concluded with Portugal, and prince Wil-
liam gained a signal victory over the Spaniards.
A D The negociations at Munster did not
1644 impede the operations for war, which
prince Henry commenced with consi-
derable success : but this was his last cam-
paign. After lingering until the year 1647,
under a variety of chronical disorders, sufficient
to render life miserable, and death certain :
he yielded up his last breath in the 67th year”
of his age, regretted as a martyr to his coun-
try. His complicated® maladies were brought
on by the assiduity, diligence and anxiety with
which he pursued the interests of the republic ;
and no prince of Orange was ever more gcne-
rally or deservedly beloved. Affable, scnerous,
noble, and above all suspi¢ion of duplicity, he
was justly estéemed the best politician and the
arcatest warior of his age. Fe loved virtue,
cherished science, rewarded merit, maintained
general harmony, sct his soldiers an example of
paticnce, vigilance, activity, and courage, and
fulfilled every duty of a general, patriot, friend
and father of his family. Theugh superior to
corruption, and inviolable in his attachment to
his country, yet he was not insensible to the
charms of ambition, which however never inter-
fered with the welfare or independence of his
country. He was succeeded .by his son Wil-
liam II. who was invested with all the offices
held by his Yather and uncle.
The negociations at Munster had still
1648. continued, and at length, articles of péace
were finally concluded between Spain
and the United Provinces. The King of Spain
renounced all right over the republie, which
was declared free and independent, and both
partics were to remain in possession of what they
severally
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severally held at that time.  Thus the sovercignty
of the republic was finally acknowledged by the
power which alone disputed it, at the expence
of her blood and treasure, and with an obstinacy
scarcely to be parallelled in history.

The repose of peace scems only to have , .
produced civil dissensions among the Pro- 16'49..
vinces, which had risen to such a height
that William resolved to besiege Amsterdam with
his army, in order to reduce the refractory citi-
zens tg submission. He however met with a more
determined resistance than he expected, and
was obliged to raise the siege.  William’s designs
were now obvious. All accused bim of betray- .
ing his country, and of using the forces destined
for protection to the purposes of ambition. Hap-
pily, perhaps, for himself and his country, he
died this year of the small-pox. As his virtues
viere acknowledged, and his ambition dreaded, his
death occasioned emotions both of joy and grief.
Iis genius was vast and comprehensive, and he
inherited the qualities of a hero from his an-
cestors, which he improved by the closest appli-
cation. His constitution was saturnine, his silence
remarkable, and all his passions absorbed in the
single one of ambition. Tlis person was hand-
some and elegant, and the features of hic face
beautiful and manly. Though only in the 24th
year of his age, he had made great progress in
all the sciences, and spoke six languages with flu-
ency. Kight days after his death, his widow
was delivered of a young prince, who was strip-
ped in his cradle of ali the honors enjoyed by
his ancestors. All the remonstrances of the
princess déwager had no effect: the states re-
sumed the prerogatives of the Stadtholder, and
annexed them to the sovereignty of the United

Provinces.
William
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William IIT. like Hevcules, from his birth
“had difficulties to encounter. His guardianship
was warmly disputed, but’finally determined by
his father’s will in favour of the princess royal.
The people yet loved the family, and though
disgusted with the ambition of the late Prince,
they regarded the infant as the only remaining
blood of those heroes who had rescued the
country from tyranny and oppression, and finally

_established their religion and liberties.

This year commenced with a grand
,,é'sx: assembly of the. states general, who be-
gan by revoking the powers and prero-
gatives formerly bestowed on the stadtholders.
The increasing trade and wealth of the republic
atlength excited thejealousy of England. Various
obsolete demands were set up as the grounds of
war, and early in 1652 hostilities commenced.
The command of the Dutch flcet was conferred
upon Van Tromp, who refused to lower his top-
sails to the English flag. An engagement imme-
diately ensued, which was maintained for four
hours with the utmost fury, when a reinforce-
ment of eight ships to the English fleet induced
Van Tromp to retire. . The English admiral,
Blake, next attacked the Dutch fisheries of Shet-
land, and took 12 men of war, while Van Tromp’s
squadron was twice shattered and dispersed by
violent winds, at the moment he had given the
signal to engage, as if the eleménts had conspired
against the glory of this hero . but these misfor-
tunes rather animated than depressed the states-
general. They promoted De Ruyter, a man
whose extraordinary merit had raised him to
distinction from a cabin-boy, and his conduct
soon justified his election. A desperate battle
was fought near Plymouth, which lasted for‘ two
3 days,
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days; when bothi sides claimed the \"iétor’y',' with
almost cqual justice. . 3
" Van Tromp’s late undeserved misfortunes had*
rendered him unpopular, and he was deprived
of the command.  De Wit and Ruyter were now -
associated, and they sailed in quest of Blake,
whom they met returning withvast booty from’
his late cruizes. The battle was desperate;
but Blake fought’in person with such fury ‘that
. ke scattered death and dismay wherever he ap-

peared. ~ Night”separated the” combatants, but
mn the morning the” English were drawn up in
line of bartle, ready to renew the fight, when it’
appeared that the Duatch had sailed for the coast
of Holland. ’
Van Tromp was now. reinstated in- the com-
mand, and soon after met Blake' near Dover,
The battle was contested with equal’ obstinacy
as before 5 but victory, from superiority of num-
bers, at last™ declared “for the Dutch.  Van
“Tromp’s vanity however blighted his laurels,
having proceeded in his voyage with a broom
fixed to his main-topmast, intimating that he
would sweep the channel clear of the English.

Tromp had already convoyed homein 4 4 °

safety a valuable flcet of merchantmen; 1653.
and was sailing with another, when” he" 4
was met by the English admiral.  Never was an
engagement more terrible or obstinate: Blaké
seught to retrieve the reputation he had lost, and
Van Tromp to maintain the laurels he had won.
Keither side would yield ; the engagement was
renewed for three days successively. At the
close of the third day, Tromp drew off his fleet,
with the'koss of eleven men of war, two thousand-
men killed, and fourteen hundred taken; but the
Englich ficet was 'too shattered to pursue. On
this cvent, prince Charles, afterwards kinz of
England,
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England, requested that the states-general would
supply him with a squadron, in which he would
embark and either gain a victory, or a period to
his misfortunes from the hands of his rebellious
subjects: but little regard was paid to his offer,
the states preferring the thoughts of peace to the
fruitless honour of having a king fighting their
battles. Y
Such was the situation of affairs-when M. De
Wit was raised to the office of pensioner of Hol=
land*. De Wit was the staunch friend of li-
berty, a personal enemy to the House of Orange,
and a strenuous advocate for peace with England,
which he knew to be the most effectual method
of silencing the general clamours for a Stadt-
holder. Van Tromp again sailed with his fleet
for the coast of Flanders, where he descried the
English under the command of Monk.. They
immediately engaged and fought with the utmost
fury until night interposed. At last the Dutch
withdrew, all Tromp’s menaces and persuasions
being ineffectual to bring his officers back to the
charge. Tromp had been twice taken and res-
cued, six of his best ships were sunk, two blown
up, and eleven taken. Night alone saved his
fleet from: destruction, by affording him an op-
portunity of taking shelter where he could not
be pursued ; while the victorious enemy rode tri-
umphant before the Texel. ;
ot A se-

* The nature of this, and other offices of state, Is ex-
plained in the first chapter, p. 76. Indeed without a just
conception of the cld constitution, many parts of this hiftdry
would be obscure.  Since the French revolution, the Col-
leges of Magistracy have been changed into Committees,
and the States General into a Directory 5 but, if we except
the abolition of the Stadtholderate and hercditary distinc-
tions_of nobility; the general principles of the constitution
Temain wnaltered. 5 v
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A second battle was notlong afterwards fought,
which brought the war to a speedy issue. Van
Tromp, with onc hundred and twenty sail, met
the English fleet of ninety-four ships, under the
command of Monk, near Scheveling, and imme-
diately gave the signal for action. Tromp fought
with the most desperate fury, but was killed,
gallantly giving his orders on the quarter deck.
His last words were, Take courage, my boys; I
hate run my course with glory. His successor
behaved in a manner worthy of his situation, but
no exertions conld prevent the universal despon~
dency on the death of Van Tromp: being known :
the Dutch lost twenty-six men of war, four
thousand men killed, and two thousand priso-
ners, half of whom the humanity of the con-
querors saved from a watery grave. Nothing
but peace was now thought of, and a treaty was
zoncluded, by which the family of Orange were
cxcluded from: the stadtheldership, and . several
other important concessions to Cromwell were
made. The guardians of the Prince remonstrated
against this exclusion, and De Wit was personally
though unjustly charged with being the auther
of the act.

The restoration of Charles II. to the , .
English throne, and the dependence into 1465,
which De Wit had been forced on the
court of France, proved the occasion of a war
between England.and the States; although De
Wit, when he found the consequences of his im-
prudencc, anxiously avoided an actual rupture,
Battles fought on land, generally bring acqui-
sition of territory.; but naval engagements fre-
quently produce nothing but ginry; and it
may be questioned whether -the worst peace
between trading nations is not prcterable to
a successful war.

While
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While unsteadiness prevailed’ among the
states, the duke of York cruized with his
flect before the Texel ; and made several cap-
‘tures, before a fleet was ready to oppose him:
Admiral Opdam at last sailed, with positive
instructions to  give battle on pain of death.
The fleets soon mret; but previous to the engage-
ment, Opdam called a council of his officers;
and shewed them his instructions. ““ We must,”
suid he, ¢ pluck laurel or the cypress; there is
‘no alternative.”” Never was a sca-ficht mare
confused or terrible. Three persons of quality
were Killed by the side of the duke of York, and
admiral Opdam, with a number of volunteers
of distinction, was blown into the air. After
the- most obstinate  conflict ever known, the
Dutch were defeated, with the loss of eighteen
ships.  Through thie indefatigable exertions -of
De Wit, another fleet was speedily ready to saif.
De Wit himself resolved to embark on board
the fleet, and to hazard his life for the defence
of the states  The clements however seem td
have combated against them. Two armaments.
“were shattered by storms, while the councils
were languid and distracted by opposite opi-
nions and interests:  But the return of De Wit~
changed the face of affairs. The murmurs of
contention wcre silenced, and all joined in
‘admiring the activity, the wisdom, the policy
‘and the sagacity of the pensimier; who now was
deemed the dife and soul of the states. 5

The Dutch armament sailed under the

1666, command of Ruyter, having on theslst
of June fell inwith the Englhish squadron

‘under the duke of Albemarle, who immediately
bore down to the actack. The battle was des-
5 perite
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‘perate beyond description for four successive
days, and both admirals fought as if one would
not suffer a superior or the other an equal.
The duke of Albemarle, though in the vale of
life, fought with the courage and ardour of
a youthful warrior, but was at last compelled-
to retire under the cover of a thick fog, but
with so formidable an appearance as to give
him some title to dispute the victory which
the Dutch claimed. The slaughter on both sides
was prodigious, and hardly a ship on either side
was undamaged. The pensionary De Wit; who
was no friend' to the English, céuld not deny
his testimony. of applause to their conduct,
having said, ¢ That if they were defeated,
¢ their misfortune redounded more to their
¢« honour than all their former victories. EN-
¢« GLISHMEN,” said he, “‘may be killed"
¢ ENGLISH ships may be burned ; but EN-
¢« GLISH COURAGEis INVINCIBLE.” _ °
* The English fleet was soon refitted, and ano-
ther engdgement, cqual to theformer in obsti-
nacy, was fought between thesame admirals ;
but the Dutch were completely defeated, and
compelled "to seek safety in their ports, De
Ruyter attributed his failure to the young Van
Tromp, who, notwithStanding his popularity, was
superseded in his command. g
In this year various offers were made ,
for amegociation and in the following ,557'_j
spriiig, a peace was concluded at Breda,
by which both parties retained their respective
acquisitions during the war. g
While general tranquillity’ thus ap-' ,
peared to be re-established, Lewis XIV. ,.553._‘:
was meditating the execution of a pro- '~
ject of obtaining universal empire. His ambition-
L grasped
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grasped at every thing, and his power enabled him
to gratify every aspiring wish. It was to stop the
progress of Turenne, who had already advanced
at the head of forty thousand men, that a triple al-
liance was formed, the objectof which was to res-
train the power of Lewis. The court of France
knew what was going on, and resolved to detach
the king of England from the confederacy, which
the neeessities of Charles enabled them to effect.
Iolland, at this time, divided by factions, had
scarcely time to form any solid measures for the
security of the state, which seemed devoted to
destruction. Lewis was ready with three armics
to burst into the heart of her dominions, while
there was nothing to eppose the inundation, the .
whole power of the state copsisting in her navy,
upon which the pensioner had bestowed all his
attention : but De Wit had now lost his credit,
and with some degree of reason, as enmity t¢
the house of Orange had certainly carried bhim
too far in his opposition to Ingland, and his
complaisance to France had extinguished every
spark of military discipline in the republic. He
could no longer resist the voice of the whole
nation, to place the prince of Orange at the
head of their little army ; and while the prince
was endeavouring to provide for a vigorous
defence, he resolved to make one desperate
effort at sea. Lewis in the mean time had re-
duced the Dutch to the necessity - of laying
their country under water. An engagement
between the English and Dutch fleets was
fought, which De Ruyter declared was the
most obstinate of two-and-thirty actions in -
which he had been concerned. Both sides
fought like men accustomed to claim the em-

pire
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pite of the ocean; but although the victory
was claimed by the Enplish, the advaritage was
certainly in favour of the Dutch. A disputed
victory could not serve the purpases of De Wit,
and offers of peace were accordingly made.
The terms insisted on by Lewis were little short
of making him completely master of the whole
republic ; nor wete the demands of the English
less exorbitant. It was owing to the prince of
Orange alone that these grievous terms were
not accepted. He had infused such a spirit
into the people, that they relied wholly upon
him. The sovereignty was now placed in his
view, but his ambition aspired higher. Eager

" to become the saviour of his country, he

spurned the thoughts of trampling on her liber-
ties, at a time when she most wanted his
assistance ; and declared he would defend the
country, or perish in the last dyke. .

De Wit, in the full lustre of prosperity, had been
envied and admired ; in his decline, he was
loaded with curses by a people, who placed to
his account all their calamitics. A Dutch writer
styled him the Jonas of the state, and that by
throwing him over-board the storm would be ap-
peased. The two brothers, Cornelius and John
De Wit still opposed, from motives of true pa-
triotism, the repeal of the act excluding the
prince of Orangg, but the popular fury was not
to be restrained. *John De Wit was attacked by
four ruffians and left for dead in the street, while
his brother was accused by an infamous barber
ofhaving offered him 82,000 guelders to assas-
sinate the. prince of Orange. The charge re-
futed itself; but the judges, intimidated by me-
naces, were forced to condemn him to the tor-

= ture,
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ture, to confiscate his estate, divest him+of his.
employments, and sentence him:to perpetual ba-
nishment. - His constancy never shrunk under
the most excruciating pains, which he endured
with unshaken fortitude, plotcs!mg his inno=_
eence, and atevery respite, repeating that beau-
tiful ode of Horace, Justwmn ct tenacem propositi vi-
rum. His brother, the .pensioner, with truly
fraternal affection, not only countenanced him
through the whole proceeding, wiped away his
tears and consoled him in his adversity, but deter-
mined to share his misforéunes by accompanying
himin exile. While he was visiting him in prison,
the deluded populace broke open the doors, drag-
ged out the unfortunate brothers, embrued their
savage hands in the bload of thosc sons of liberty
who had merited so well of their country, and
treated the dead bodies with the most inhbuman
indignity.  Nothing can more strongly cha-
racterize the cool phlegmatic deliberate barba-
nty of the people than this tragical event. « The
pensionary De Wit,” says Su William Temple,
deserved another fate and a better return
from his country, after 18 years spent in their
-ministry, without any care of his entertain-
ments or ease, and a little of his fortune: a
man -ot tuwearied indusiry, inflexible con-
stancy, soued, clear, and deep understanding,
with untainted integrity, so tlmt, whenever he
was blinded, 1t was by -the pdssicn he had for
that whicly he esteemed the good and inferest
¢ of the state.”” The prince of Orange scemed
touched at this terrible sacrifice ; he made she
pensioner’s eulogium, and ordered the murderers
to be prosecuted: however, the clemency he
shewed them, and the animosity he bore the De
Wit's



HOLLAND, b 7

“Wit's raised ‘strong suspicions that he secretly
countenanced the barbarous act.
. The elevation of the prince of Orange
.1673. to the sitvation of commander in chief,
with many other privileges, was the im-
mediate consequence of these outrages. At an
-extraordinary assembly, he encouraged the states
in a speech of three hours to continue the war,
and he also made -surprising efiorts to assemble
an army. The English fleet intended for the in-
vasion of Zealand was dispersed .by a storm ; and
while Luxemburg was marching over the ice to
the attack of Amsterdam, a sudden thaw had
nearly destroyed himself and his army. The
English- and Dutch fleets shortly afterwards
fought a most desperate battle, whan.the Dutch
gained the victory.

After the war -had for some time
continued with various success, a con-
gress was opened at Nimeguen, though
the prince of Orange was strenuows against .a
peace until the power eof France should be
humbled. After viwious difliculties, a treaty
was at length concluded, by which the frontier
of the United Provinces was secured. In this
year, the prince of Orange was.married to Mary;,
cldest daughter of the duke of York, -afterwards
James -I1. >

The peace of Nimeguen, as might be
foresecen, instead-of setting bounds to yggq.
the ambition of Lewis X1V, only left
him at leisure to perfect that scheme of univer-
sal ;monarchy in Europe, into which he was

sflattered by ‘his poets and orators; but which
“ atlast roused @ new and more powerful confe-
3 . deracy

A.D.
1674.
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deracy against him. Tt was agreed to by Spain,
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Savoy; and
the accession of England was only wanting, to
enable them to humble the common enemy. The
discontents in England at the government of
James were now arrived at their utmost height;
and William, from the moment of his marriage
with the lady Mary, had always kept his eye
on the English crown. Several English noble-
men and gentlemen bhad invited him to de-
liver them from popery and arbitrary power,
and he determined to agcede to their proposals.
The success attending his attempt, imme-
diately produced the sanction of Lngland to the
treaty of Augsburgh.

Lewis XIV. was neither inactive nor dismayed
at the formidable appcarance which the con-
federacy against him assumed; and trusting to
his great resources, prepared himself to quell
the storms which his ambition had raised, with a
vigour proportioned to the occasion.  With four
hundred thousand men in the field, he yet found
himself inferior to the allies; and the war con-
tinued with various success until 1696, when all
parties scemed heartily tired of the contest. A
congress for a ocnenl peace under the media-
tion of Charles ll of Sweden, was at length
opened at Ryswyck. The concessions made
by Lewis were very considerable; but the pre-
tensions of the house of Bousbon to the Spanish
succession, were left in full force, though the
renunciation of those claims had been the great
object of the war.

A.D.
170z. Were this year thrown'into alarm, by the
death of Charles II. of Spain, and his

anL
-

All the free states on the contment"
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will in favour of the house of Bourbon,  Lewis,
though hesitating whether to adhere to the parti-
tion treaty or not, yet was unable to resist the
ity of placing his grandson on the throne of
in. The reasons which Lewis gave for this
duct were by no means satisfactory to Wil=
and the United Provinces; but they
usly concealed their resentment, until they
~a better condition to support it by a
¢ measure. The mere circumstance of
ion of France, and Spain rendered war
dable; and the famous treaty generally
by the name of the ¢ Grand Alliance,”
greed to by the emperor, the king of
and, and the states-general of the United
nces. Before the armies however. could
e the field, Wiiliam died ; but the conduct of
Anne his successor, soon convinced the confe~
cerates, that the same conduct would be pur-
_sued as before.. The allicd armies took the field,
. and the successes of the duke of Marlborough
_ on the side of Flanders, completely balanced
_ the advantages gained by the Frenchin Italy.

~ Louis X1V.. was finally so humbled by A. D.

~ the later events of the war, that he made 1706.

~ offers which would haye effected the chicf

~ objects of the grand alliance ; but the proposals
 were wantonly rejected, and Europe destined for
. many years longer te remain a scene of carnage,

~ confusion and disteess. 'I'he confederates at las
~ came to aresolution, ‘“ that no peage should be
ade with the house of Bourbon, while a prince
f that house continued to sit upen the Spanish
~~ensone,” thereby changing the original plan of
the confederacy. :

- :

~Another

e
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A p. . Another cffort was'this year mada By’
1709, the Erench monarch, for restoring tran-
quillity to Europe. The defoat at Ou~
denarde, the taking of Lisle, a famine
France, the failure of resources, and want of
harmony among his servants, induced him to
make offers, at once adequate to the success of
his: encmies, and suitable to the melancholy
coadition of ‘his own affairs. But his terms, so
honourable as well as advantageous to the al-
lies, were rejected by the confederates, the duke
of Mailborough, prince Eugene, and the pen-
sionary Heinsius. The next year eonferences
were opened at Gertruydenburg, but with as
little effect as before 3 the Dutch having the in=
sotence to insist that Lewis, instead of payinga .
subsidy, should assist the confederates -with all
his forces ‘to drive his grandson from the Spanish
throne. il
AD. . Treaties between the diﬂ”t_:rem conténd-
¥713. INZE pOWers, so long négociated, were at
> last finally signed at Utrecht by the ple-
nipotentiaries of I'rance, England, Portugal,
Prussia, Savoy, and the United Provinces, ithe
emperor alone resolving to contitiue the war.
‘The basis of this treaty was the renunciation’ of
_ Philip to 'the crown of France, and the renun-
ciation of the next heirs to the French mo-
narchy of all claim to the crown of Spain.

By this treaty,” Luxembn:g, Namur, Char-
leroy, Mons, Menin, Tournay, and some|other
places, were given to the states-general; cessions;
it must be admitted, very inadequate to the rein-=
ous expences of thewar. - ; s

'p. = Holland was now permitted to-enjoy

1746. Some suspension from military levies and
contributions, and was able to presecute
. her
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her commercial designs with that perseverance
and vigilance which so inevitably produce suc-

. cess. . Happily for the country, thatstate of re-
pose continued, until the general war about the
_Austrian succession embroiled the whole conti-

_ment of Europe. From the insidious designs of
Mareschal Saxe in marching into Dutch Bra-
‘bant, the states took the alarm, and the friends

. of the Prince of Orange did not omit an oppor-
‘tunity so favourable to his interest. They en-
couraged the discontents of the people, at the
supineness of thejr governors, and the people
were so imflamed by their representations, that
the Prince of Orange was declared stadtholder ;

a dignity which had been laid aside since the

gm'of William the Third. The beneficial ef-
fects of this measure soon appeared in several

vigorouys measures. A fleet was eqnipped ; a
militia raised ; the exportation of maval stores

lproh‘ib‘ited, and orders were issued for comnienc-
ing hostilities against France without any delay.

The French arms were, howeyér, at first success-

ful, and the takix_ig of Bergen op Zoom threw the
united Provinces into the utmost consternation.

During the winter, however, a congress met at
Aix-1a-Chapelle, which ended in the peace of

that name, the general basis of which was the

“mutual restitution of all conquests made since

the beginning of the war, and a release of pri-
soners without ransom. The peace, upon the
whole, was as 'good as the confederates could
expect ; they had never hazarded a battle in the

Netflerlands without a defeat, and’ there was lit-

tle rospect of their being move successful. In-

Ji 2 ey it was even feared that another campaign

WL PO e RS “ would

e
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would have awed the United Provinces into suly
Mission. g el : ’ :
A.D. . During the long war which this year
1756 broke out between the French and the
* English, the States General wisely de-
termined on remaining neutral, nor was it untit
the great ascendancy which the commerce of
their.East India Company enabled them to ac-
quire onthat continent,thatthey were involved i,
a contést with the English.  The avarice of the
Republic, and that grasping spirit which no prin-
ciples could restrain, or treaties moderate, in-
duced to form ‘a conspiracy, the most atrocious -
for the extirpation of their rivals, The Enghlish |
were, however, upon their guard, and not only
completely destroyed a body of land forces which
the Dutch had sent up the river Slughley, but
gave battle to a squadron of seven ships of the
line, and obliged the whole to strike, after an obe
stinate engagement, though their opponents had
only three East India ships manned and armed
for the purpose. This destruction of the whole
armament induced the settlement in India to
submit  to such terms as the government of
Calcuttathought proper to impose, and the States
General disclaimed to the British Ministry, in
Europe, all idea of hostile intentions. ‘
b The dignity of Stadtholder being now
1766 § renderec'l~}'aerpe1:ual,thel’rmce of Orange, .
2 ‘on attaining the twenty-first year of his
age, this year took the administration upon him,
an event atfording « great addition of strength to
the protestant system. - The great rejc.)icin':g)z"on
this occasion, through all the United Providses,
strongly demonstrated the great weight which
the princes of that House bore in t;he%te;;) lic.
; : A\ The
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The Stadtholder soon. afterwards married the
princess royal of Prussia, an event the most
pleasing to the whole provinces, as they by this
measure formed an alliance with a great and
powerful neighbour, whose disposition, if not a
certain friend, was always to-be dreaded.
_ In this year, a most alarming insurrec- D
tion broke out among the negroes in the 1:._,,'
colony of Surinam, which endangered ‘'
the possession of the extensive and valuable set-
tlements in that quarter. The insurgents not
~only provided themselves with arms and ammus-
nition, but had acquired the knowledge of using
them, by the example of their masters, and they
defeated the soldiers and militia in several en-
. gagements. They even displayed great adroit-
~ mess in the use of several pieces of cannon which
fell into their hands. A fleet of considerable
_strength was immediately fitted out in Holland,
“for ‘the purpose of reducing them, which they
effected not without difficulty. T
In this year, the states of Holland re- D
newed the charter: of their East India -'1:7”6.
' Company, upon such: liberal terms as = 7"
might tend considerably to restore the commer-
cial importance of that establishment, which had
been greatlyimpoverished by theincreasing trade
and power of the English in that quarter, aswell
-as various losses. The sum stipulated for the
charter, for thigty years, was two millions of flo-
rins instead of thiree, which had been before paid
for j like term. . :
Dyfing  the contest between Great D
. Br%*ain ad her colonies in America, l':'b‘ U'
~thd Dutch cautiously avoided Bemg isi o
dralvp/into the contederacy  which had been
R 2 - formed

.



184 3 HOLLAND.

formed against the Mother Country, but they
certainly took every means of supplying the re-
volted states with stores of every description, to
which their constant thirst of gain excited
them. The capture of St. Eustatius, however,
which had been long a port of refitge as well
as of equipment for American privateers, and
the severe and unwarrantable conduct of thé
British commanders, in the' confiscation of all
the property found: there, to the amount of

three millions sterling, was an outrage not to

be passed by. Althongh the nation had been
long disused to war, and were very ill prepared
for it, when hostilities commenced, it soon ap-
peared that their sailors had not lost that cou-

rage which distinguished them in the days of -

De Ruyter and Van Tromp. An engagement
between the two fleets was fought with the
most desperate obstinacy, off the Dogger Bank,2
which continued for three honrs and a half,
with equal advantage, when the Dutch coms

mander, having secured the retreat of his valu-

able convoy, drew off his ships, but the English
fleet was too much disabled to pursne them.
The island of St. Eustatius was also soon after
retaken by the assistance of the French.  The
Dutch also sustained some severe losses in the
capture of several East Indiamen. ‘[he total
neglect of the navy for many years excited
much discontent against the gquernment, which
was at that time principally under the direction
of Duke LeWwis of Brunswick Wolfenbdktle,
field marshall of Holland, and captain gendkal,
during the minority of the Prince of anger

The success which the Emperor of Gernphny
bad met with ‘respecting the demoli of

\&tl.ls;

Y
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"the Dutch Barrier, determined him to | D.-

advance further claimg upon the state ; 1781

and . to enforce his demand, he began 4 e

with seizing the Dutch forts in the neighbour-
hood of Sluys. His real object seems to have
been the opening of the Scheldt, a measure of
infinite importance to the Austrian possessions,
and for succeeding, no time seemed more fa-
vorable.  The. provinces were harassed with
civil dissensions.  The contests between the
Prince of Orange and the Aristocracy . were
multiplied beyond the power of enumeration,

‘The power of the Stadtholder was rapidly de-
clining, and there seemed neither energy, wis-
dom, .or policy, on his part, to counteraét his
ruin. The commotions became at last so serious,
that the Duke of Brunswick was compelled to
resign all command, and retire to Aix-la-Chas-
pelle.  The determination of the Emperor
seemed fixed. ‘He declared the navigation of
the Scheldt free, and ordered a ship to sail

~ down the river, and upon its seizure by the

Dutch, lost no time in putting his army in mo-
tion, with all the appearance of commencing an
immediate war. Through the interference of
the French court, conferences were at length
opened at Versailles, under the auspices of the
Count de Vergennes, and the demands of the
Emperor upon Maestricht, and of opening the
Scheldt, were ﬁpally commuted for ten millions
of florins. g 2 §

Iy this year the states of the republic

; : A.D.
arrfred at one of the most considerable.

4 bo EE S 1784
obifcts in their ‘system of politics ; a
“molt intimate alliance being formed between
drnment of Versaiiies and that of the

o : 4

R 3 - Hague.
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Hague. Thetreaty stipulated that either party
should supply the other with an auxiliary force
upon being attacked, and the expences to be
defrayed by the government furnishing the as-
sistance. 'The whole of the articles taken to«
aether, seemn to amount nearly to a counterpart
of the celebrated Family Compact, &
AD T'he internal commotionsin the United .
l':' ~' Provinces, which now engrossed- the at~
785, & : f
tention of Europe, first displayed them-.
selves in the year 1780, and the foundation of
them had probably been laid mueh earlier. Two
parties, for the last two centuries, had been con-
tinnally struggling for superiority. The first of*
these was the family of Orange ; the second,
that of the states and of the town councils.
From the death of the De Witts’, of Barne-
velt, and of William the Second, the Republic
had declined, and instead of venerable patriots
and distingnished conquerors, Europe had for
the last century been accustomed to regard them
as a nationof merchants, pursuiug the acquisition
of wealth, in contempt of every other guality or
accomplishment. It cannot be doubted, that
the oligarchy had for many years previous to
1780, entertained the desigh of excluding the
Stadtholder, and of stripping him of his dispro-
portionate authority. - Their plan was to watch
with attention the occasions that might arise,
and instead.of boldly directing the progress of -
events, merely to seize and ithprove such as -
might arise. «l'o: prepare the public mind ffor
the execution of this scheme, they succeededyin
~ fixing a contempt upon the ministers, and ex’,

. in some measure, upon the Stadtllcldg\'?‘;i~
i ; as

RS
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was more necessary, as the people were in gene-
ral attached to their prince, and it was doubtful
whether the army would not adhere to him. Ac=
cordingly, in the year 1789, they contrived that
the dige'rent burghers should: form themselves
into a free corps, with the character of volun-
teers, taking care that the commanders should
be closely connected with themselves. This
spirit when once set on foot, rapidly extended it~
self through all the provinces, and in some
towns, the corps consisted of the richest, the
most considerable, and post responsible citizens.
The first object which now excited the attention
of the oligarchy was the constitution of the ma-
wistracy and the town senates. The power of
the Stadtholder, exclusive of his influence in the
‘election of the senates, was very considerable.
He possessed the appointment of inferior offi-
cars in the navy ; of officers in the army from
the colonel to the ensign, and a voice in the dis-
position of all other places of honour and emo-
lument. ;

The first efforts of liberty appeared in the city
of Utrecht. The citizens formed the plan of
entirely excluding the Stadtholdher from any
influence in the noniination of the four govern-
ments ; and at the same time to communicate
to the people a certain degree of authority, and
a share in the election of the senates and magis-
trates, as well ag several other prerogatives of
110 considerable iniportance.  The first measure
adopted was to present a petitionsto the states
of thf province of Utrecht, demanding the abo-
lititf.of the regulation of regency established in
1674, which was the foundation of the principal
part pf she obnoxious authority of the Stadt-
: : hoMer,
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holder in the election of the town governments,
and by which he was accustomed arbitrarily
to introduce whatever persons he pleased to a
seat in the senate. An extraordinary commis-
sion was accordingly nominated by the as-
sembly of the states, to enquire into and report
the measures proper to be taken to re-establish
harmony and remove the sources of complaint
against the government. - Similar = addresses
were at the same time presented to the Stadt-

holder, whose answer was of course unfavour-

able, both from the mflexibility of his principles

and the nature of the demand. The senate of
Utrecht, however, received the application with

much satisfaction, and, after many discussions,

a public declaration was made, that they had

discovered four capital defects in the consti-*
tution of the town government as settled in

1764; but they did not proceed to any detailed

specification of their intentions. This report

was followed by a resolution of the senate to

fill up a vacancy in their body without any pre-

vious communication with the-Stadtholder, which

they carried by a majority, on a division, of 26

to 12.

The prince of Orange was not, however,
inactive to prevent a revolution, which struck
at. his most considerable prerogative ; and the
intrigues of the court at the Hague obtained
every success with. the senate and the pro-
vincial states of Utrecht. ‘I'lfis change in their
sentiments pgpbably took place in the close of
the year 1784, and prevented the publicytion
.. of the report, which was then digested. 'and
~ready to be laid before the public. In 1785,
G TWO vacancies occurred in the senater ‘\111&} the

i nagiicrates
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magistrates now admitted two into their body»
the domination of whom originated with the
Stadtholder. The burghers at length, irritated
at this conduct, adopted a measure at once de-
cisive and peremptory. They assembled in a
body to the’ number of 2000, and repaired to
the senate, and declared theéir resolution not to
quit their arms until the election of one of the
magistrates was annulled. The senate sub-
mitted to the necessity of their situation; but
alarmed at the firmness of the peaple, nineteen
of them seceded, and declared their intention
never more to enter the assembly until the au-
thority of the magistrates was restored. All
public business was consequently at a stand,
but the interference of the remaining senators,
at last induced the seceders to return. A pro-
clamation was immediately issued, prohibiting,
uhder severe pepalties, all proceedings tending
to tumult and disturbance ; and the senate even
proceeded to institute a criminal inquiry
against the leaders of the democratical party,
one of whom they imprisoned: and this was
followed by a second proclamation of a nature
yet more violent. - These harsh and untempo-
rising measures served only to alienate and in-
flame the minds of the citizens; and the magis-
trates of Holland, convinced that some devi-
ation must take place from the plan they had
originally intended to pursue, preferred its ope-
rating in favor of the rights of the people, rather
than for the increase of the domination and pre=~
rogatives of an individual. = Six deputies were
cappoiited by the assembly of the magistrates

of Amsterdam, to mediate the  differences
which fad arisen at Utrecht, and the report on
“ the

-
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the projected reform was at length published,

which was certainly intended as a conciliatory -

measure: but it was by no means attended
with the success expected. The people, now
irritated and alarmed, did not value the acqui-
sition in favour of freedom, because the manner
in which it was made savoured rather of the
principles of a narrower form of government,
The senate, alarmed at the.peremptory conduct
of the people, suppressed the report which had
been published, and appointed a new commission
to concert with the delegates of the citizens the
new regulations it might be proper to introduce.
The spirit: of reform which began in Utrecht
soon communicated its influence to the other
towns of the province, and the violence of the

people, at length, induced four of the council

committee to send a requisition to the Stadt-
holder, demanding a body of troops to keep
under restraint the tumultuous citizens. This
request being granted, a new coalition was ef-
fected between the magistrates and the Stadt-
holder, and in a more covert manner between
the democracy of Utrecht and the oligarchy of
Holland. “The compliance of the Prince of
Orange with the demand of troops produced
the most unbounded spirit of indignation and
resistance in various parts of the republic. The
senate urged by the delegates of the people,
shut their gates, brought out the cannon of
their fortifications, and prepared for resistance,
In Overyssel and Holland, the democratical
party had made equal progress, and the people

were every where incensed at the conduct of .

the Stadtholder, in endeavouring to silence their
complaints, by the violent introducticn of an
Jarmed

-
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arimed force. The Stadtholdernow called uponthe

~ states to support him, but finding that he could

- attain no answer to his remonstrances, he with-
drew from the Hague on the Ith September,
1785, with a resolution never to return to the
palace of his ancestors, until he should be re-
instated in his prerogatives. It was indeed evi-
dent, that the democratical party had deter-
mined to reduce the prince as nearly as possible
to a cypher in the state. Affairs were nearly in
the same situation through all the provinces, the
burghers and volunteers preparing to meet every
resistance, when Fredefic the Second, king of
Prussia, died.

"The troops had mow yielded implicit_obedi-
ence to the provincial assembly, and Tormed a
border along the province of Utrecht, to Schoon-

- hoven, while considerable detachments were
stationed in the towns of Haerlem and Heusden ;

. and- soon afterwards the states passed a reso-
lution, depriving the Prince of Orange of the
situation of captain general.

The misunderstanding between thes ,
Stadcthelder and the republic, had now 372"
: Sosi Bl T oy
gone so far, that it did not appear possi-
ble to terminate it in any other way than by the
sword. The king of Prussia resolved to try the
effects of his mediation during. the winter, and
the court of France also determined to second
his efforts. The refusal of any concession, how-
ever, by the princé of Orange, brought the con-
ferences to a rapid conclusion, ands the parties
betook themselves to mutual recrimination and
gensure.  All the provinces were now nearly
unanimous, in refusing to yield to the Stadt-
holder’s pretensions, but Umrecht was sull dis-

: : trgcted.

.
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- tracted. Hostilities, however, soon commenced,
when a rencontre happened between a party of
the prince’s forces and the volunteers of Utrecht,

on the former attempting to secure the post of
Vreeswyke, in which they were defeated. In

the mean time a most desperate riot broke out

in Amsterdam, in favour of the Stadtholder,

which was with considerable difficulty sup-

pressed by the association of burghers, but

not until much damage had been done to the

persons and properties of the inhabitants. A ge-

neral revolt among the troops of the provinces .
of Holland also broke out, and for the purpose

of co-operating with the revolters, the Prince of
Orange took the field with his little army, and

encamped in the vicinity of Utrecht. While

things were in this state, the princess of Orange,

sister of the king of Prussia, a woman of mas-

culine, actiye, and adventurous character, un-

dertook a journey to the Hague, from what

motive never distinctly appeared, except, indeed,

the courts of Prussia and London wished for

some more immediate cause to go to war than

what had.yet occurred. . The princess was

stopped on her journey, by the deputies of the

patriots, and compelled to return; upon which

she wrote to the states of Holland, charging

them with distrusting her inténtions, and de-

manding anp ample and public reparation for the

insults offered her, < :

The military interference.sof Prussia, it is
clear, had already been determined upon, and
the armies were put in motion. Several ren-
contres now occurred between the troops of, the
Stadtholder and the patriets, and several small®
places snrrendered to the former, when the stati_

o 0
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of Holland came to the resolution of suspending:
the prince from the functions of stadtholder, and
admiral general,in a similar manner as they had
done with respect to the office of ¢aptain gene-
ral. The duke of Brunswick, who commanded
the Prussian forces, after several ineffectual re-
monstrances, at length begun his march, which
resembled more a triumph than a campaign.
Utrecht, and all the other principal towns; sub-
mitted upon his appearance, the volunteers were
disbanded, and the deputies came to the reso-
lutien of restoring the stadtholder to all his ho-
nours and prerogatives, and of inviting him to
repair to his former place of residence. Ani-
sterdam for some time made an ineffectual re-
sistance, but was at length obliged to surrender,
together with every other place in the hands of
the patriots. o

. ‘Thus, after a short campaign, the prince of
Orange made his triumphant entry at the Hague,
and in the space of twenty days, 20,000 Prus-
sians overcame that republic, which had so gal-
lantly and successfully contended with Philip
the second for its liberties, and Louis the four-
teenth for its independence. But this victory
was not used with discretion, and Holland ap-
peared to be rather over-run than subdued.
The patriots, indignant at the treatment they
had received, thirsted in their turn after ven-
geance. . Some left a country where they could
not reside in safety; while others remained there,
notwithstanding the oppressions exescised against
them, in hopes of a change.

At the particular request of the princess of
Orange, the king of Prussia consented to permit
some the ands of his troops to take up their

YOL{ XV111, s winter
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winter quarters in Holland, and they did not
wholly evacuate the country till the year 1788,
In the mean time, treaties of defensive alliance
were negociated betiveen Holland and Great
Britain, and Holland and Prussia, and a decided
admission and acknowledgment from the states
general, of the aathority and privileges of the
stadtholder. 25

The revolution which oceurred in France, re-
inspired the hopes of the patriots, and obtained
for them promise of support aud assistance.
The refugees found an asylum in Belgium; where
they formed themselves into regiments, and were
taught the use of arms, They kept up a regu-
lar intercource with their countrymen, and were
acquainted with every eveut favourable to their
cause. The increase of internal imports, the
decay of trade, the alledged misapplication of
the public money, the countenance given to the
French emigrants, and above all, the supposed
ustrpations on the part of the first magistrate,
had greatly incréased the number of the discon-
tented ; and there were not a few who preferred
even a foreign yoke, which they considered as
but temporary, to the continued horrors of do-
mestic subjugation. :

The old politi¢s at the Hague, however, still
continued ; and no sooner ‘did the intellizence
arrive of tlie assuult of the Thuilieries, and 'the
imprisonment and execution of the king, than the
states general recalled their ambassador, and in
conjunction ‘with Great Britain, resolved to op-
pose the opening of the Scheldt, an event likely;
beyond every other, to affect the prosperity’ of «
Holland. = Upon the dismissal of the French
ambassador from the Hague, war vws dgclared

: . dgainst
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against Great Britain and Holland jointly; but
the complaints against the latter were solely con-
fined to the prince of Orange, who was charged
with treating the agents of France with contempt,
with welcoming the emigrants, maltreating the
patriots, liberating the forgers of assignats,
ordering a Dutch squadron to join the English,
and of obstructing the exportation of provisions
to France; all which the French government
considered as acts of hostility.

The first efforts of the French were di- D
rected to the expulsion of the Stadtholder, 1 "‘9'3.
and Dumouriez marched towards Hol- iy
land with an army of 135,000 men. It was
known. that there were many Dutch Patriots
ready to join the French arms, and not a moment
‘therefore was to be lost. Breda, IXlundert, and

Gertruydenbergaftera shortresjstance surrender-
ed.  Williamstadt, however, made a resolute de-
fence and the arrival of the duke of York with a
body of British troops saved Holland from the
miseries of invasion, and forced the French te
retire within their own territories. "The siege of
qustricht was shortly afterwards raised, and
thus terminated the expedition which was attend-
ed with much greater success than it deserved,
the French being actually destitute of cammon
and ammunition, and had it not been for the
ready surrender of the places above-mentioned,
Dumouriez must have retired before in disgrace,

In this year, the French having been , 1

- : o b LG 0
singularly successful against the Austri- 1754
ans, once more commenced their march = 52
totvards Helland, under the command of Piche-
aru and Moveau. - Sluys was speedily taken, the
inglish. =z pulsed at Boxtel, and Boisleduc and

3 s 2 Crevecoer
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Crevecoeur surrendered. On the 19th of October
the duke of York was attacked and defearted at
Pufflech, after which he immediately retired be-
hind the Waal with his army, while the invading
army prepared tobesiege the neighbouring gar-
risons, notwithstanding the advanced season of
the year. Venloo was taken and Maestricht
soon afterwards surrendered, as did Nimeguen
on the Sth of November, after a short siege and
though covered by the army of the duke of York.

The superiority of the French having induced
the allicd armies to retire.the French determined
on crossing the Waal. In this, however, they
failed ; but the greatest preparations were made
to insure the conquest of Holland in the ensuing
spring. 'This, however, was no easy enterprize.
The water on every side opposed obstacles, nearly
insurmountable to an invading army; and the
Stadtholder, if reduced to despair, might pro-
bably recur to the same means against the French
Republic, that his predecessors had employed
with success against the monarchy. In other
countries, a mild season is in general necessary
for the purposes of conquest, but nothing less
than an intense frost here, which, by converting
the water into solid ice, might facilitate the trans-
port of armies, cannon and ammunition, could
effect the destruction of the house of Nassau.
"T'he frost, however, set in with an astonishing
degree of rigour, and Gegeral Pichegru availed
himself of that opportunity to order two brigades
to march acrbss the ice to the isle of Bommel,
which with Fort Saint Andrew immediately sur-
rendered, as did also the town of Grave. &

A few days after, Pichegru crossed the Waal,
svith his whole army in the neighbourhood of

Nimeguen
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Nimeguen,and Gorcum, hie head quarters of the
prince of Orange, was theatened with an assault,
The superiority of the eemy in point of numi-
bers was so great, thatnot all the gallantry of
the English army, and tle exertions of its officers,
though they obtained several brilliant successes,
were able ultimately tostop the progress of the

enemy. iR :
The alliesretreated behind the Leck and aban~
d_Qned the province of Utrecht tothe enemy. The
situation of the prince of Orange was now truly
deplorable, [le had published many animated
addresses to, the people, entreating them to rise
in arms and defend their country, but na exhor-
tations could inspire the Dutch with a spirit of
resistance, and his plan of a grand inundation
~round Amsterdam was vehemently opposed,
. though the only means of saving that city. The
- discontented patriots now began to raise their
‘heads, and the Stadtholder finding it impossible
. to resist the storm, desired leave to withdraw, and
‘after waiting for a short time the event of a ne-
_ gociation, be sailed for England, where he found

an asylum worthy of the country.

- While the Stadtholder was thus forced AD
_to fly from a country, where his ancestors * g2
by their intrepidity and patriotism had £
rendered themselves adored, a French officer
with dispatches from Pichegru entered Amster-
dam, and repaired to the house of the Burgomas-
ter. The tree" of liberty was planted the next
morning, while de Winter took possession of the
fleet, which he was afterwards cfestirged to com-
mand. A complete revolution was thus ef-
fected through the Seven United Provinces. At
£ Freh 5% * Utrecht

Lam
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Utrecht the administraion was changed without
the least disorder: new municipal officers were
chosen by the burghes, and the orders of the
nobility and clergy supyressed. Events, nearly
similar, occurred at th: same time in the other
principal towns. Pich:gru now entered -Am-
sterdam in triumph, aad was received with
transports of joy. . The principal cities were
next occupied by French troops, and to com-
plete the wonders of the campaign,-a body of
horse and a detachment' of light artillery ac-
tually advanced along the ice, and forced a

squadron of men of war, frozen in a strait of the

Zuyder Zee to surrender. -

The states- general, yielding to imperious ne-
cessity, now negociated with the invaders, and
issued orders to all the governors to deliver

up the fortifications on the first summons to

the French, who, instead of disarming the gar-
risons, only required them to take an oath mnot
to carry arms against the republic. A president
of the ¢ assembly of the provisional representa~
tives of the free people of Holland”’ was next
appointed, the declaration of the rights of man
solemnly proclaimed, the abolition of the stadt-
holdership was decreed, and the right of shoot-
ing, hunting, and fishing on his own property

restored to every one. :
After the lapse of a short period, a treaty of
alliance offensive and defensive, was concluded
between the republic of France dnd that of the
Seven United Provinces, and Holland equally
unfortunate in respect to her allies and her ene-
mies, was doomed to be deprived of a largd
portion of her commerce and bereaved of most
<ok
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of her foreign possessions, in the progress of
events, which she could neither anticipate nor
prevent.

The conquest of Holland by the ,
French, and the treaty of alliance which ngy_'
speedily followed this event, produced e
an entire change in the connection between that
country and England. War was consequently
declared by the latter, and a great number of
Dutch vessels. were detained, and all the pro-
perty of that nation in England seized. All
the Dutch colonies in ,Asia were also. either ob-
tained by stratagem, or seized after a short and
ineffectual resistance. The whole island of
Ceylon also surrendered to an expedition fitted
out in the East Indies, and Manar, Malacca,
Cochin and its ‘dependencies also submitted to
the British arms. Nearly about the same time,
she flourishing colony of the Cape of Good
Hope was transferred to the English by the suc-
cess of an expedition under the command of
Sir -George Keith - Elphinstone and ‘general
Clarke. ' 3 i

The capture: of ‘the Cape of Good 5
Hope produced a considerable sensation 1".'96-
in Holland, and the government deter- e
mined to attempt the reconquest carly in this
year. A squadron was accordingly fitted out
under rear admiral Lueas, who was also to com-
mand a small body of troops sent with hin.
A small fleet was also promised on the part of
France to assist in this importantobject. The

- Dutch squadron sailed early in the spring, and

in%rder to avoid the British fleets shaped their
course by the eastern coast of Scotland and
the Orkseys. . 'This increased length of the

voyage

¢-P =
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voyage occasioned the fleet’s being discovered
by the English cruizers, and a formidable fleet
was immediately sent in quest of the Dutch
squadron. {
In the mean time the English gencral re-
ceived intelligence that the Dutch fleet had an-
chored in Saldannah Bay, and immediately five
vessels were dispatched in quest of the English
admiral. General Craig, leaving four thousand
troops in the Cape town and the neighbourhood, -
proceeded through a country never beforq ex~
plored by an army, and arrived in the neigh-
bourhood of the enemy with his advanced
guard, consisting of the light infantry, a body
of Hottentots, and a few horse. As, these
troops were descending towards the shore, they
perceived the British. fleet, advancing with a
fair wind directly for the mouth of the harbour,,
and soon after anchoring within cannon shot.
The English admiral immediately transmitted:
a summons to the Dutch. commander to surs:
render, which ended in a capitulation the fol-
lowing morning. On his return to Holland,
admiyal Lucas was imprisoned and died during
the course of his trial.. Columbo and Negombo,
and the valuable island of Amboyna and Banda
also surrendered, being the only remaining set-
tlements of Holland in the East. .
Al The French were this year deter-
1797‘ mined to make the utmost use of the
' conquest of Holland, ahd having a pow-
erful party imthe country, they resolved on em-
ploying the Dutch fleet to assist them in the
mvasion of Ireland. A bBody of troops was &c-
cordingly embarked under the command of
Licutenant General Daendaels, and the Eng-
: i S lish
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lish at the same time sent a powerful squadron
into the north sea, under the command of Ad-
miral Duncan to intercept them. The ad-
miral assumed such a station off the Texel a sena-
bled him completely to prevent their sailing,
but being at length obliged to return ‘to Yar-
mouth to refit, the Dutc%x sqadron was immedi-
ately ordered to sea, and sailed under the
~ command of admiral de Winter, consisting of
~— twenty six sail. The English fleet, on being
informed of this circumstance by their cruizers,
returned to their former station with great
promptitude.” The fleets soon met. The Eng-
lish admiral gave orders for a general chace,
and the Dutch drew up in line of battle on the
larboard tack with the country between Camper-
down and Egmont about nine miles to lee-
ward.
: The English admiral immediately broke the
line, regardless of the shore, and . determined
either to conquer or to perish. The two hostile
* commanders on board of ships exactly equal in
size and guns, singled out each other, and afier
amost desperate engagement of more than two
hours, de Winter was obliged to strike his
colours, his ship, the Vryheid, having by this
time lost all her masts, being greatly damaged
in her hull and having her decks crouded with
the dying and the dead. The vice-admiral’s
ship also surrendered, with three others of ninety-
eight guns, two of sixty-four, two of fifty-stx
and two vessels of inferior force. *Rear-admiral
Story, mstead of supporting his gallant com-
+ mander, fled for the Texel with part of his di-
vision in the beginning of the action; and after-
wards, undér pretence of having saved part of
i a7
L7
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the fleet, made a merit of his infamous and digs
graceful conduct. = The Dutch ships fought
with uncommon gallantry, and the risks which
the English admiral run in obtaining this signal
victory, proved how resolutely he was deter-
mined to conquer, the greater part of his fleet
in the conclusion of the engagement being in
only nine fathoms water, within five miles of
the enemy’s coast, and exposed to the danger of
a lee shore.
A Hol}zmd, aftpr the great successes of
17'99' the united armies yund&gr _Suwafrpw, was
° almost the only remaining conquest of
the French. Here France, finding loans and
resources of every kind, centinued; by means of
the wealth of her allys to support her own de-
clining credit. Though by the treaty of peace
a stipulated sum was required from the Dutch
nation as an indemnification to the French re-
public for the expences of the war, this price of
redemption, enormous as it was, served rather
to excite than allay the rapacity of the French ;
and new demands were made under the various
forms of loans, requisitions of clothing and pro-
visions, yoluntary contributions, subsidies, and
the forced circulation of assignats. The treat-
ment of the troops in the French service was
also peculiarly unjust.  They were placed in the
most exposed situations in every battle, and in
the exchange of prisoners their interests was in-
variably neglected. In this year, the republic
had reached the lowest ebb of depression. The
people, worn out with unceasing exactions, the
annihilation of commerce, the loss of their coio-
nies, and the arbitrary a@s of the government,
became impatient for a change in tife system of
affairs,
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" affairs. These discontents scem to have been
. mistaken by the Stadtholderian party, for a ge-
neral inclination in the people to re-establish the
old form of government, and strong representi«
tions were made to England of the expediency of
sending into Holland a sufficient force to assist
the friends of the Stadtholder, and exonerate the
republic from the bondage of France, whicl
would at the same time be déprived of the great
-advantages it derived from its connectipn with
the former country.  The number of the French
troops in Holland was, also much reduced, and
the state of that country might probably prevent
any considerable reinforcement to their army
in this quarter.  These representations coincid-
ing with the inclinations of the British govern-
meént, produced in the autumn of this year an
expedition into Holland.
© - As an army of thirty thousand men was re-
quired upon this occasion, the court of Peters-
burgh, in consequence of its alliance with Great
Britain, agreed to furnish between seventeen
and eighteen thousand troops, and a detachment
of six ships, five frigates, and two transports,
for each of which the former court was to rea
ceive a separate subsidy. The hereditary prince
of Orange in the mean time repaired to Lingen
on the Emms, where he assembled all the Stadt-
holderian party capable of bearing drms. Ma-
gazines were formed at Bremen, and an active
intercoursé kept up with' the partizans of that
family. It was determined by the English ca=
binet, that there should be two successive ekpes
+ditibns ; one under gemeral sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, and the other under the duke of York.
Thé English fleet, and the first division of the
o army,
‘ 2
7
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army, embarked on board one hundred and forty

vessels, sailed on the 13th of August, and in

spite of many difficulties from the weather, ef-

fected a landing at the Helder point, after a
warm opposition of ten hours. It soon appeared

that an erroneous opinion had been formed of
the disposition of the Dutch soldiers, but strong

symptoms of revolt having broken out in the

fleet, the English admiral opened a communica-

‘tion with Story the commander, and nine men=
of war and three Indiamen were surrendered to

the English. i

On their first successes, and the surrender of
the fleet, it was expected that the English army
would have advanced rapidly into the country.
There was no force sufficient to. oppose their
progress, and multitudes of disaffected in-
dividuals were preparing to join them. Am-
sterdam, though inclined to support the new
government, yet contained” a powerful party,
which only waited for the nearer approach of
the British troops to declare themselves. But
general Abercrombie was probably ordered to
wait for further reinforcements, instead of pro-
fiting by his first success and the treason of the
fleet.

A large body of forces being collected, it was
determined to make an attempt to dislodge the
English general from the position he had taken
near to Petten. The attack, however, com-
pletely failed, and the French were obliged to
retire towards Alkmaar. -

On the 13th of September, the duke of Yeork
arrived, with the second division, to assume'the :
command, and at the same time eight battalions
of Russians, consisting of seven tRousand men,
: : landed.
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}anded. The Prince of Orange was also busy in
forming the deserters from the Batavian troops,
as well as volunteers from the Dutch ships, into
regular battalions. It was now determined to
losé no time in prosecuting the objects of the ex~
pedition, and the English army accordingly ad-
vanced, through a country which, in every re-
spect, presented the most formidable obstacles,
to attack the Dutch and French armies, which
were strongly posted from Petten to the town of
Bergen, several of the intermediate villages
being strengthened by entrenchments. = After a
very desperate action, in which the English
forces succeeded in accomplishing the objects
of the attack, by obtaining possession of Hoorne
and Ouds Carspel by storm, they were obliged
to resume their former positions, through the
imprudent impetuosity of the Russians, who had
‘advanced too far through a wooded country, in
which the principal force of the Dutch happened
to be posted, and from which they were driven
back in confusion, with the loss of two of their
licutenant-generals.

The Duke of York, however, not at all dis-
couraged by this failure, determined upon a
general attack upon the whole of the French
lines. The plan was combined in such a man-
ner as to enable the principal corps to commu-
nicate with each other ; but the chief effort was
directed against the French on the left, with the
intention of compezlling them to entirely evacu-.
ate north Holland. After an obstinate engage-
ment, which lasted for twelve hours, the Eng-
lish_ and Russians completely succeeded; and,
‘on the following day took possession of Egmont-
op-Hoof, Egmont-op-Zee; and Bergen. The

VOL, XVIII. T town
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town of Alkmaar, the head quarters of the
French general, and the seat of the state of north
Holland' opened its gates, while a number of .
troops deserted to the standard ‘erected by the
Prince of Orange. To improve these advan-
tages, the English general resolved to force Be-
verwyck and Wyak-op-Zee; but after an
engagement, in which both sides fought with the
most desperate valour, the batile proved inde«
cisive, for the French retained their position,
and had not only strengthened their posts, but
veceived a reinforcement of six thousand men.
In addition to this, the state of the weather, tiie
badness of the roads, and above all, the tameness
of the stadtholderian party, rendered all further
progress dangerous, and it was determined at
once to retire.  So unexpected was such a mea-
sure by general Brune, that ke had himself de-
signed to retreat, and had sent his baggage,
with part of the artillery, across the Wye. =
Favored by the obscurity of a tempestuous
night, and the total ignorance of the design; the
retreat of the English army was effected with
little loss. By day-light in the morning, they
were at the distance of thirty miles from the
French forces, and in a position of considerable
strength, where they had formerly been estab-
lished. It was now determined that the Bri-
tisli army should evacuate Holland, and a nego-
ciation was accordingly entered into by the
duke of York with generalsBrune; in conse-
queuce of which, an armistice was agreed upon.
It was stipulated that the combined English.and -
Runssian armies should evacuate the territories
of the republic by @ certain period ; that the
Dutch admiral, De Winter, should. be considered
as
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as exchanged; that the mounted batteries at
the Helder should be restored to their former

: state, and that eight thousand prisoners of war,
Trench and Batavians, should be restored withs
out condition to: their respective countries

These terms, although justified by the critical
situation of the troops, were doubtless humi-
liating, but the proposition of restoring the sur-
rendered fleet, was rejected with, indignation :

_ the duke of York threatening, in case of per-

" severance on this point, to cut the sea-dykes, and
inundate the whole country. The terms on
which the British and Kussians were permitted
to evacuate Holland, were loudly complained
of by the Batavian directory, and strong insinua-
tions, countenanced by the known character of

eneral Brune for rapacity, were circulated
thronghout the country, by the party inimical
to the English. ; ¥

- Thus ended the expedition against Hol-
land, from which so much advantage had been
expected, which was intended te annihilate the
influence of France over that dévoted country,
and restore the independence of the Dutch.
Had the expedition been attempted at an earlier
period of the year, or had the army advanced
before the French forces had time to pour nto
the divided country, possession might certainly
have been obtained of Awmsterdam, and a great

art of the republic reduced to the cbedierce of
the Stadtholder... But even had these events
taken place, the patriots and the French would
stiil have remained in possession of the frontier
places, from whence no force could have ex-
*pelled them; and France rather than permit
so important a conquest, would have marched
innumerable bodies of troops into the country. .

” .

o
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A. D.I801. An end was put to this de-
structive contest, by the treaty of Amiens, by
which all the English conquests were restored to
the Dutch, except Ceylon, ceded to the English.
Holland now recognized, under the name of
the Batavian commonwealth, can be considered
aslittle more than a province of the overgrown
republic of France, unden the rapacious controul
of which the states have severely suffered. * The
mighty commerce which Amsterdam, in former
periods, carried on in all quarters of the globe is,™
now reduced to little more than a petty inland
traffic, and an inconsiderable trade with foreign
parts by the means of neutral vessels; her own
ships being dismantled and totally unfit for the
purposes of navigation.  In addition to this, the
country has been continually harassed with
contributions, loans, exactions, and the entire
maintenance and cloathing of a considerable
French army. : %
-Such have been the consequences of that want
of union and firmness, which, if early exerted,
would have stopped the destructive progress of
the I'rench arms, and preserved the indepen-
dence of the country. Misled by the false, delu-
sive theories of the French, and anxious to throw
off the Orange yoke, under which family it may
be observed that they rose to their former pitch
of greatness, and have alone flourished, they
tamely submitted to the domination of a foreign
power, which has always treated them rather as
a conquered people than allies, and will not fail
to drag them into every contest in which the
restless ambition of its ruler seems resolved to
plunge it, :
SWITZERLAND

& \
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SWITZERLAND.

CHAP. I.

Situation and Face of the Country. Ancient Inha-
bitants.  T'heir Manners and Dispositions.  Con-
quest of Heloctia by the Romans. .

THE interesting country, now called Switzer-
land, or Swisserland, was distinguished in
ancient times by several appellations. The name
of Helvetia was given to it by the Romans, wha
considered it as a part of Gaul : and the chief pos-
sessors of it were the Helvetii on the west, and
the Rheeti on the east; the principal city of the
Helvetians being Aventicum, now called Aven-
che. The modern denomination of Switzerland
first appeared upon the emancipation of these
provinces from the Austrian dominion, in tke be-
ginning of the fourteenth century; and is derived
either from the general name of Schweitzers
given to# the inhabitants by the Austrians, or
trom the canton of Schweitz, which principally
distinguished itself in ‘the revolution of that
period.
- Switzerland extends about two hundred British
miles in length from east to west, and in breadth
from north to south about one hundred .and
thirty. It has been estimated to aontain about
14,9060 square miles; but a great part of this
. tersitory consists of vast rocks, partly covered
with eternal ice and snow. On the west Mount
VOL. XVITI. U Jura
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Jura forms a grand division from France ; o the
south the Pennine Alps constitute a partial
barrier from Italy ; on the east lies the Au- *®
strian territory of the Tyrol ; and on the north is
Swabia, containing, as it were an excrescence of
Switzerland on the other side of the Rhine, the
small canton of Schaff hausen.

The climate of this® country is deservedly
celebrated as salubrious and delightful. From
its southern position considerable heat might be—
expected ; but this, though sufficient to ripen the
grape, is attempered by the cold gales from the
Alps and the Glaciers. 'When the sun descends
beyond Mount Jura on a summer evening, the
Alpine summits long reflect the raddy splendour,
and the lakes for near an hour assume the ap-
pearance of burnished gold. The face of the
country is generally mountainous ; the most level
parts being the Thurgau, and a part of the cag-
tons of Basil, Berne, Zuric, Schaff hausen, Soleure,
and Fribourg. Even these present what in some
countries would be called mountains, from 2000
to 2500 feet above the level -of the sea. No
country in the world surpasses Switzerland in
diversity of appearance ; the vast chaim of Alps
with enormous precipices, extensive regions of
perpetual snow, and Glaciers that resemble seas
of ice, are contrasted by the vineyard and culti-
vated field, the richly-wooded brow, and the ver-
dant and tranquil vale with its happy cottages
and crystal stream. Agricultwrt cannot of course
be carried te great extent ; but there is no defect
of  industry, and the grain seems sufficient for
domestic consumption. Barley is cultivated aven,
to the edge of the Glaciers ; ocats in regions some-
what warmer ; rye in those still more -sheltered ;

and
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andsspelt in the warmest parts. Yet in general
the produce does not exceed five for one; and it
: has been found necessary to support public gra=
naries in case of deficiency. The country being
principally designed by nature for pasturage, the
chief dependence of the Swiss is upon his cattle ;
and the number of ‘these being extraordinary,
much land is laid out in winter forage, which
might otherwise produce corn. A considerable
quantity of lint and flax is also cultivated ; and
- tobacco has been lately introduced. The best
vines are: those of the Pays.de Vaud, the can-
tons. of Berne and Schuffhausen, the Valteline,
and the Vallais. But pasturage forms the chief
province of a Swiss farm; and the meadows
are often watered to increase the produce of
hay. :
The rivers of Switzerland are numerous ; and
among the most sublime scenes of this country
must be classed the sources of the Rhine and the
Rhone. Its mountains are the most celebrated in -
. Europe; and are supposed to yield in height to
none except those of South America. In a ge-
neral point of view: the Alps extend in a kind of
semi-circular form: from the gulph of Genoa
through Switzerland, which contains their centre
and highest parts; and close in the Carnic Alps
on the north of the Adriatic Sea. This grand
chain of mountains has in ancient and modern
times been divided into different portions, known
by distinct appellations. It was, however, re-
served for this age of enterprise tg disclose:the
secret wonders of the superior Alps. The enor-
. maas ridges clothed with a depth of perpetual
snow, often crowned with sharp obelisks of
; - U2 granite,
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granite, styled by the Swiss horns, or needles ;
the dreadful chasms of some thousand feet in
perpendicular height, over which the dauntless °
traveller sometimes stands on a shelf of frozen
snow ; the glaciers or seas of ice, extending
thirty or forty miles iu length; the sacred silence
of the scenes before unvisited except by the
chamois and the goat of the rocks; the extensive
prospects which, as it were, reduce kingdoms to
a map ; the pure elasticity of the air, exciting a.
kind of incorporeal sensation ; are all novelties in
the history of human adventure. .

The ancient inhabitants of this singularly in--
teresting country were undoubtedly descended
from the Germans and the Gauls; though in their
manners and customs they appear to have resem-
bled the former rather than the latter.  They” "
spoke the same language, exercised the same
form of government, and practised the same su;
perstitions, with the different tribes who com-
posed that nation. These circumstances, and the
proximity of Germany, induce us to conclude
that the Helvetians were a German race of
people. ; :
~ In point of refinement, the ancient inhabitants
of Switzerland appear to have occupied a middle
state, between the cultivation of the Chauci, and
the savage state of the Fenni the most civilised

- and the most rude of all the German tribes. They
disliked to live in towns, or in-houses contiguous
to each other ; and chose rathec:to construct their .
rude dwellings in some solitary spot, to which
they were attracted by a stream of fresh water,
the extent of a plain, or the shade of a grgve. ,
WNeither stone nor bricknor tiles were employed in

e these

8
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these slight habitations ; they were built of rough
timber, thatched with straw, and pierced at the
top to give a free passage to the smoke.
- The principal article of their wealth consisted
of their numerous herds of cattle ; and inatten-
tive to personal property, the ficlds in pasture
and those in tillage belonged all to the commu-
nity, while in ‘the distribution of their produce
‘as the public property, particular attention was
paid to the merits of the receiver. The office of
a magistrate was known among ‘them, but his
criminal jurisdiction was circumscribed within
very narrow limits; he was not invested with
the power of taking away life, nor of imprison-
ing, nor of inflicting any: corporal punishment.
These powers were invested in the national as-
“sembly ; for the convention of which, stated
times were appointed. - Strangers to the. arts,
and ignorant of the distinctions of civilised states,
they paid no respect to any but personal qualities.
To endure cold, hunger, and fatigue, were the
hardy lessons of their youth ; and bloodshed, de-
vastation, and the horrors of war, were the first
objects to which they were accustomed. In
their food the Helvetians were extremely sim-
ple ; it consisted chiefly of the wild fruits of na-
ture, and the produce of their flocks : but in the
use of intoxicating liquors they indulged with
the most unbounded freedom ; and it was most
frequently in the moments of debauch that they
applied to puble business, and debated upon
peace and war. FETE
Cunning and stratagem were  deemed the
gueatest arts of war by the Helvetians. They
painted their bodies, and blackened their shields,
R - 5 U3 to
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to look terrible ; and they accounted it meritori-
ous to make incursions upon their enemies b
stealth, and in the darkest nights. . N

Their armour was that of a rude but war-
like people ; the bow and arrow, the sword, the
lance, and the shield, were the only weapons they
used. For the shield they had a peculiar re-
spect ; to be deprived of it, or to leave it in the
field of battle, was considered as the greatest
mark of disgrace. It was the employment of
their leisure hours to make their shield con-
spicuous, and to diversify it according to their
fancy with different ornaments and colours ; a
practice which in after times produced the art of
blazonry and the occupation of the herald.

The Helvetians felt in the strongest degree the
power of beauty, and the pleasures which arise *
from love.  To their females they behaved with
respect and reverence, and courted their appro-,
bation as their highest reward. . In return, the
women ‘kept alive the courage of the men, and
their sense of honour. Many examples of their
heroism occurred in the actions which the Hel-
vetians had with the Romans. When Sylla en-
gaged the Ambrones, who inhabited the district
of Berne, the Ambronian women, after the de-
feat of their husbands, attacked the pursuing Ro-
mans with their axes, and made a stout resist-
ance. Being at length overpowered they sent a
deputation to the Roman general, intreating that
they might not be degraded tosthe condition of
slaves : but their request being refused, they first
stabbed their children, and then: turned their
daggers against themselves. The same despe-
rate bravery and display of fortitude Czsar ex~

: - perienced,
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perienced, when, having defeated the Helvetian
army, he proceeded to take possession of their
camp and baggage ; the women, spurning the de-
lusion of a safety purchased at the expence of
their honour, defended themselves to the last,
and chose rather to fall by the sword than to be-
come slaves. : : ‘
~* Marriage among the Helvetians was connected
with usages which served to favour the fidelity
and the attachment of their wives. A violation
of the marriage contract was never pardoned ;
and the severity of the punishment attendant on
~the crime of adultery ‘expresses the great respect
which was paid to chastity. The culprit, being
despoiled of her hair, was whipped by the hands

~of her husband, and afterwards expelled his

* house, before her assembled relations. In such
distinction was  the marriage state held, that it
was only lawful for virgins to matry ; and the
widow was for ever to preserve unsullied the
dismal honours of mourning. ;

Their religion, like that of all savage nations,
was gross. They were ignorant: of the mytho-
logy of the Greeks and Romans, and the Mosaic
history of the creation had not been revealed to
them. In the deep recesses of their woods, they
felt and acknowledged the power of the Deity.
Their groves were  appropriated to purposes of
worship ; a venerable oak supplied the place of
altar, and they invoked the strength of this tree,
the majesty of its branches, and the virtues of its
leaves, for success. They considesed the oak as
the emblem and peculiar residence of their god

. Esas; an invisible being to whom they attributed
¢ infinite knowledge, justice, and power. To
profit by his knowledge they applied to divina-
tion ;
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tion; and at every full moon, in the dead of
night they performed their mysterious rites under
his solemn shade.

Such were the Helvetians while they remained
immured in the valleys of the Alps; but when
they sallied across these barriers in quest of con-
quest, the ideas of property disclosed the selfish-
ness of mankind, and the change of condition
they experienced produced a change in their
ménners. Their inclination for war, the respect
in which they held the women,. and their senti-
ments of religion, however, did not forsake them,
but still remained their ruling passions. And it
is more than probable, that to the wilds of Swit-
zerland, and the forests of Germany, rather than
to the fanaticism of Peter the Hermit, as some
suppose, we owe those institutions of chivalry,
which, mingling religion with arms, and piety
with love, afterwards filled Europe with renowns
and with splendour.

Of the first excursions of these barbarians into
other countries we are altogether ignorant. One
of the earliest and most considerable, however,
of these expeditions,. is ' that which they made
into Italy with other Celtic and German tribes,
under the enterprising Bellovesus, about the year
of Rome 160. Having crossed the Gothard, till
that time unattempted, they descended the Le-
vantine valley, following the unknown course of
the Tessino, confident in their strength, and
careless of whatever power might oppose theirpro-
gress. The Ktrurians were the first enemies who
presented themselves, and the first inhabitants
of Italy who encountered these bold invaders,
who afterwards overthrew the empire of the
‘world, The two armies fought with tqual va-

; . Jour,
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lour, but with unequal success : the skill of Bel-
lovesus prevailed ; the Etrurians were  com-
pletely routed; and the greatest part of the vie-
torious army, struck with the charms of Ttaly,
settled and spread themselves over the plains of
Piedmont and Lombardy. Those who returned
_imported into their original seats the first rudi-
ments of Roman arts and Roman manners.

The success of this enterprise, together with
the exaggerated accounts given of the riches and
milder climate of Italy, occasioned the successive
inroads of the Ceenomani, the Laeves, and Ananes,
and the various troops of barbarians who gloried
in the name of Gauls. In all these expeditions
the Helvetians seem to have taken a considerable
part. They afterwards joined the Cimbri and

. the Teutones against the Romans, in which war
they fought with /the utmost fury and intre-
piaity ; they compelled the Roman general Popi-
‘lius and his army to pass under the yoke, and
occasioned the defeat of eighty thousand men
under Cepius and Manlius. But their want of
discipline in the end proved fatal to them ; the
skill of the Romans prevailed; and the arms
of Marius and Sylla obtained over the combined
‘forces of Germany the most complete and de-
cisive victory. From this #ra the Helvetians
continued to live in friendship and alliance with
the empire ; until the arts of Orgetorix, one of
their chieftains, involved them in that unfortu-
nate expedition swhich ended in the loss of their
liberty and independence. Orgetqyix, prompted
either by ambition or avarice, or a desire o ex-
change his inclement country for a better, pre-
» vailed upon his countrymen to burn their towns

and villages, and to attempt in an entire bc;?y
: he
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the conquest of Gaul. Julius Cesar, to whose
lot the province of Gaul then fell, made such
haste in order to defeat their intentions, that
by forced marches he reached the Rhone in eight
days’ time ; and in a few days more broke down
the bridge of Genoa, and finished the celebrated
wall which extended from that city to Mount
Jura. While he was thus employed, he contrived
to amuse the Helvetians, who had sent to demand
a passage through the country of the Allobroges,
and then refused their request. The Helvetians

. attempted to force their way by strength of arms ;
but the Romans opposed titem, and after several
skirmishes gained a complete victory. One
hundred and thirty thousand of the Helvetians,
it is said, were slain; many were made prisoners ;
and the rest submitted to the conditions:of re- /"
turning home, and living in subjection to the
Roman power. Helvetia, being thus subdied,,
became a Roman province ; and the inhabitants,
forgetting the martial and independent spirit
which distinguished their ancestors, yielded to
the Roman manners, and stooped in tame sub-
jection to the will of their conquerors.

*



CHAP. II,

Irruption of the Northern Nations——Introduction
of Christianity— Division of the Country wnto
Alemannia and Burgundy—Feuds among the
Nobels—The Oppression of the People by the Im-
perial Governors. ? :

IT was the policy of the Romans fo extend the
use of the Latin tongue, and a knowledge of
the Roman arts and séiences, with the progress of
‘their arms; for they justly thought that education
and study mspired the minds of barbarians with
the sentiments of Romans. Having therefore
-« conquered Helvetia, their‘next anxious care was
to civilise its inhabitants.. An appearance of
prosperity for some time succeeded ; agriculture
was encouraged, new towns were founded, and
population increased. On the other hand, the
vanquished - inhabitants were daily sinking into
weakness and despondency. They were disarmed
by their conquerors, and plundered by the rapa®
cious ministers of the senate and the emperors.
Their vigour and their generosity of mind de-
serted them ; and they lost not only the habit,
but even the capacity, of acting for themselves.
Under these circumstances no nation can subsist
for any length of time. The decline of the
Roman power, *and the irruption of the Goths,
Vandals, Huns, and other northers tribes, hast-
ened the downfal of the unhappy Helvetians, and
precipitated them into scenes of the greatest ca-
lamity and woe. No longer warlike, they were
unable- to resist the valour and the activity of
these

T
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these ferocious barbarians, who laid waste and
destroyed their country. The elegant houses
and well-cultivated farms which adorned the
banks of the Leman lake, were suddenly changed
mto a prospect of smoking ruins. The flou-
rishing cities of Augusta and Vindonissa were |
surprised and destroyed ; and the consuming
flames of war spread over all Helvetia, from the
Rhine to Geneva. In many parts the unhappy
natives, reduced to despair, deserted their towns
and villages, and sought a refuge from the fury
of the barbarians in the most mountainous and
inaccessible parts of the Rhatian Alps, where 5
they lived upon the produce of their flocks ; pre-
ferring this course of life to the fatigue of culti-
vating the earth, and to the agitations of hope
and fear attendant on property rendered preca+
xious by incessant depredations. PR
Thus, in less than a century after the irruption |
of the northern nations, all traces of Roman po- ‘
licy, arts, and literature, disappeared. New lan-
guages, new names of men and things, were
every-where introduced; and the barbarians, di-
“rected by the manners to which they had been |
accustomed in their woods, became the founders '
of establishments similar to the rude institutions
of the ancient inhabitants of Helvetia: and this
country would probably have been again restored
to its original state of rustic quiet and martial
simplicity, if these invaders had not been them-|
selves successively expelled by*fresh swarms still
more savage £ who produced new calamities, until
the North, drained of its people, could no longer
furnish means of destruction. :
Of those barbarian tribes who settled in Helve-
tia, the chief were the Burgundians: and the
Alemanni.



SWITZERLAND. 231

sons, in a treaty concluded between them and

the emperor Justinian. Helvetia and the Ger-
man kingdom of Thuringia became subject in
their whole extent to the Franlks.

A tradition, founded upon legendary tales, fixes
the introduction of Christianity into Flelvetia at
the end of the fourth century, when the Theban
Jegion was decimated by the order of Maximian
for having refused to sacrifice to the gods of
Rome. St. Maurice, who' was the chief of the
legion, is worshipped in the Valais. Those
Christians who escaped settled in Helvetia. The
seeds which they planted of the evangelic doc-
trines, were gradually propagated, and the miracles
ascribed to them were innumerable. Other mis-

. sionaries game from diflerent parts, and preached
«the gosﬁ in Helvetia. Before the fifth century
A the Ohristian sera, the churches of Basil, Ge-
‘neva, arjd the Valais, were built.

Most of the towns of Helvetia owe their origin
to the foundation of churches or abbeys. Arti-
sans formed themselves into bodies, and corpora-
tions sprung up round the seats of the clergy.
The cultivation of several districts situated in
parts of difficult access, is fo be ascribed in a
‘great measure to the industry of the monks.

In the cighth century Helvetia was divided by
the separation of Germany from the empire of the
Franks. All that territory which lies to the north
of the Reuss, formed a part of the duchy of Ale-
mannia. The district of Burgundy became sub-
ject to Rodolphus, the son of Canrad count of
Paris, who was crowned at St. Maurice in the year

. 8§8, and who resided principally at Payerne, a

j small town in the canton of Berne.

His son Redolphus II. engaged in a war with

X2 : the
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the duke of Alemannia, which he terminated by
a marriage with Bertha the daughter of that
prince. 'I'he virtues of this queen are perpetu-
ated among the Swiss; and her testament, per-
haps the oldest deed extant, is preserved in the .
archives of Berne. 4 : 2
The ambition and avarice of Rodolphus urged
him to extend his territories. Fe advanced his
arms into Italy, and conquered part of Lombardy,
which he exchanged with the count of Provence
for the principality of Arles. He died a few
years afterwards, in the meridian of his life and
the career of victory. . His=son Conrad preserved
the kingdom of Burgundy during a short reign
from the fury and destruction of the Huns.—
Rodolphus I1I., the son and successor of Conrad, -
extinguished the glory ‘which his anc%ors h& |
obtained, and ended the second race of Rurgu
dian kings. The weak and etfeminate(co"n“ﬂﬁct‘
of this prince was little calculated to restrain the
ambitious designs of his nobles, who had grown
haughty and independent, who oppressed their
vassals and insulted their sovereigns. Conscious
of the want of abilities, and the decline of his
power, he prudently appointed his nephew, the
emperor Henry IT., his heir and successor. The
superior genius of the emperor kept the kingdom
of Burgundy in a state of union and vigour dur-
ing his life-time; but dying before his uncle, all
the calamities which flow from anarchy and dis-
cord returned with additional éorce. The suc-
cession to the throne was disputed by many
powerful rivals, even in the life-time of Rodolph-
After a series of domestic wars, a victory obtained ,
by the emperor Conrad over Ernestus duke of {
Swabia, insured to the former this .rich. inherit-
ance.
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‘ance. He taok possession of it by force of arms in
the year 1052 ; but the counts of Champagne, and
the other nobles, scorned to consider themselves
“his subjects; and refused to pay him homage.

His successors the dukes of Swabia established
governors in Burgundy to awe their vassals and to
levy taxes; but this kingdom, as well as the
duchy of Alemannia, were always the constant
causes of dispute ; and, owing to dissension and
discord, were torn with the quarrels between the
emperors and popes, until by a treaty of peace in
the year 1081, Burgundy was separated fromSwa-
bia, and the name of.Alemannia was forgotten.

From the eleventh century Helvetia was en-
tirely subject to the house of Austria. The em-
perors of GGermany, pressed by their enemies, and
urged by their vanity and want of money, granted
or sold ‘many privileges to several cities and small
distifcts.  The privilege of exemption from all
‘contributions that were not directly by orders of
the state, proved equally subservient to the po-
licy of the prince and the interest of the people;

" as it proved the means of gaining to the former
the affections of the lower orders, while it pre-
vented the oppression and checked the avarice of
the great. The frequent troubles that took place
in the empire, occasioned a union of the towns ;
and the inferior nobility united their strength to
the under vassals, in order to resist the tyranny of
the rich. The nobles at last lost both their au-
thority and their strength : the increase of eccle-
siastical power, the loss of wealth caused by the
frequency of private feuds and the fanaticism of
the ecrusades, occasioned the ruin of the greatest
ﬂart of these families. Perpetual jealousy and
discord preyented thém from uniting against the

: X3 designs
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designs of the clergy; while the commonalty were
daily gaining strength, and accustoming them-
selves to the use of arms.

In this state of things, it was no difficult task
for an ambitious individual to attach to himself
the oppressed multitude by an apparent sympathy:
for their distresses. Such, most probably, was.
the policy of Rodolph count of Hapsburg, lord of
a castle and some adjacent lands in Upper Ger-
many. .- He rendered himself conspicuous by his
courage, his capacity for business, and his con-
ciliatory spirit. - i : :

Among the plebeians had been established
comburgheries, and among . the nobles confra-
ternities. The existence of thése two rival con-
federacies, proves that the counti” contained .
even at that time the seeds of revolution. - The -
emperors were the reputed sovereigns of thy/
country ;- but, their authority was l{n}e ré-
spected by a proud intractable noblesset They®
therefore favoured the comburgheries, and opened
to them an asylum in certain cities, to which
they gave the name of imperial, and which
they endowed with certain privileges. But
as the nominal sovereigns did not in appointing
governors provide them with a sufficient num-
ber of troops to oppose acts of oppression, the
confraternities, regardless of the imperial re-
scripts, practised evers kind of robbery upon
their vassals, plunderi | and usurping their pos-
sessions with impunity.

In this melancholy situation ‘the people were
ready to throw themselves into the arms of any
power that was willing to protect them. On -
some occasions the cantons of Uri, Underwaldea,
and Schweitz, had received assistance from Ro-

S retre dolph;
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dolph, in opposition to the nobles. Captivated
by his acts of justice, and the popularity of his
manners, they chose him in 1277 for their chief.
Almost at the same time he was elected emperor
‘of ‘Germany, and was thenceforward enabled to
extend to all Helvetia that protection which had
been before confined to the three cantons above
mentioned. L ?

- Thhis emperor continued to treat with great in-
dulgence the Helvetians during the whole of his
reign ; though, prompted by the ambition of his
son Albert, he purchased several abbeys and fiefs
in the canton of Schweitz and the neighbouring
territory, with the view of uniting all Helvetia
into'a duch){;, The people, alarmed at the great
inerease of power which Rodolph obtained over
their coyntry by these means, renewed their
Yormer alliances, and obtained from the emperor
the confirmation of all their privileges.

3 ; CHAP:



CHAP. TII. -

Tyranny of Albert and his Agents—Confederacy of
" Furst, Melchthal, and Stauffacher— Bravery of
William Tel'. 4 i

NO sooner however did the sceptre devolve to
Albert, than he began to evince how opposite

his principles and views were to those of his
father. He determined to govern the Helvetians
with uncontrouled sway;-he refused to ratify
their rights ; and resolved to erect their whole
territory into a principality for one of his sons.
He at first attempted to bargain wit. the three
united cantons for the surrender of th»ir inde-
pendence; but finding them inflexible in thei/
resolutions to be free, he at length had ‘recourse,
to harsher methods, and plainly demanded of the
cantons which had proclaimed Rodolph their
chief, that they should acknowledge themselves
his vassals. %o the agents whom he had sent to
them, the Switzers answered, pointing to a roll of
diplomata and charters :—¢ These are our wealth,
““ the sacred patrimony which we inherit from
¢ our fathers, the inalienable deposit transmitted
to us by our ancestors, of which we are to ren-
der an account to our children, and they to suc-
ceeding generations.  We are neither slaves
nor subjects of any particulan prince; we are
citizens of, the empire, and members of that
august body which recoguises the emperor as
its head. Itis to that head that we are united.
Homage paid to any other would in us ‘be
““ baseness. "We should despise .oursglves if,
¢ through
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“¢ through fear or weakness, we could be so
“ mean as to renounce these prerogatives which
¢ are as dear to us as our honour, and far dearer
¢ than our lives.” :

‘This noble answer inflamed Albert with rage.
He immediately made choice of and sent to the
cantons three nobles, as bailiffs, or governors, who
were notorious for their depravity and infamous
by the corruption of their morals, who were
totally destitute of honour, and overwhelmed with
debts. The names of these men were Geisler,
Landenberg, and Wolfenchiesse. He assigned

“to each of them their residence in very strong
castles, provided with numerous garrisons, situ-.
ated in the rpspective cantons, which they were

. directed to susdue and bend by all possible means

* to the wiil of the ambitious Albert. The atro-
. Cious acts of tyranny committed by these govern-
ors exceed all credibility. Two instances, which
produced the first revolutionary concussion, will
serve to convey some faint idea of the horrors
which blacken the Helvetic annals of that period.
Henry de Melchthal, a respectable senior, was
tilling his field, when one of Landenberg’s sa-
tellites came to take away his oxen. The old
man murmured. % A peasant like you,” replied
the ruffian, ¢ is fit for nothing better than drag-
ging his own plough.” The farmer’s son, a
witness of the violence offered to his father,
rushed on the insolent agent of tyranny, struck
him, and made_ him quit the field. The youth
then secreted himself; but the old man was
dragged to the fortress of the governor, and
refusing to discover the place of his son’s retreat,

° ofewhich indeed he was ignorant, the .inhuman

¢ tyrant ordered his eyes to be torn out of their
E sockets.
P~
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sockets.  His son Arnold de Melchthal, who had
taken shelter in the house of a friend named
‘Walther Furst, received with agony the horrid
recital, and in concert with his patriot friend re-
solved to inflict just vengeance upon the infamous
barbarian. : 4 s :

Another instance of lawless tyranny is exem-

“plified in the story of William Tell.” Geisler,
governor of Uri, had ordered his hat to be fixed
upon a pole in the market-place of Altorf, and
commanded every passenger on pain of death to
pay the samie obeisance to it as to himself.
‘William Tell, of Burglen=in the valley of Uri,
son-in-law to Walter Furst, indignant at this in-
sulting mark of wanton tyranny, di ‘dained to pay
an homage so absurd and so humdiaing. This
manly resolution was punished by the tyrant with
the sentence of death. Tell was condemned fo
be hanged, unless he should be able to strike
with his arrow an apple placed upon the head of
his son ; being an excellent marksman, Tell ac-
cepted the alternative, and fortunately cleft the
apple without ‘injuring the child. The tyrant
Geisler, ' perceiving another arrow in his belt,
asked him for what purpose that was intended ;
when Tell replied, It was designed for thee, if
I had killed my son,”  For this heroic answer he
was condemned to perpetual imprisonment in a
dungeon at Kuffnacht, the residence of Geisler :
he was accordingly bound, and placed in a boat,
that Geisler himself might convey him across the
lake of Altorf to his castle.

Scarcely, however, had the boat performed
half the passage, when a furious squall covered
the surface of the lake with threatening waves.
Geisler, as humble in the hour of-danger as he

. bad
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had been arrogant when fear was at a distance,
entreated Tell, who was accounted the most
skilful boatman in the canton, to save him; and
unbound his prisoner with his own bands. Tell
seated himself at the helm, steered the boat
towards a rock, leaped upon it; and thenin an
instant with the same manly strength pushed
back the boat into the lake, escaped, and conceal-
ed bimself. At length the storm abated, and
Geisler gained the shore. As he was about to
enter his fortress, Tell, who had by a circuitous
route reached the spot before him, discharged an
arrow at the tyrant, wiiich pierced his heart ; and
thus paved the way for that conspiracy which
laid the founation of his country’s liberty.
After many Yemonstrances against the tyranny
* of these governors which served only to increase
the cruelties of the tyrants, three patriots,
Werner de Staffach of Schweitz, Walther Furst
of Uri, and Arnold de Melchthal of Under-
walden, at length resolved to put in execution
those measures which they had concerted for
delivering themselves and their country from the
yoke of Austria.  Bold and enterprising, and
united by friendship, these men bad frequently
met in private to deliberate upon the important
subject : each associated three others in their
cause ;,and these twelve men accomplished their
important enterprise without the loss of a single
life. Having prepared the inhabitants of their
several cantons fgr a revolt, in the dead of night
on the 1st of January, 1308, they surprised the
Austrian governors, and conducted them to the
« froptiers, obliging them to swear that they would
never more serve against the Helvetian nation ;

# and then suffered them to depart without an
injury.
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injury. - The other cantons soon engaged in the
confederacy, and thus gave birth to the republic
of Switzerland. Albert prepared to attack the
new-born liberty of Helvetia ; and was ready to
hazard his forces against the enthusiasm inspired
by freedom, when he himself fell a sacrifice to"
his rapacity and injustice ; being assassinated in °
the presence of his court and army on the banks
of the river Prus, in the neighbourhood of Swit-
zerland. The widow of Albert, occupied in re-
venging the death of her husband, left the cantons
to the undisturbed enjoyment of their liberties,
and to the provision of the means of strengthening
themselves against future attacks.’, Under these
favourable circumstances, the ca.tons of Uri,
Underwalden, and Schweitz, boldly }.lsplayed the -
standard of liberty in 1308, :
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CHAP. IV.

.

F'rom the Invasion of Schweitz by Leopofd", brother

of the Emperor Frederic of Germany, to the Ac-
glisition of the Pays de Vaud, :

NTIL the year 1315 the confederated cantons -

were unmolested by their former sovereigns.
At that period the emperor Frederic sent against
them a considerable body of troops under the
command of his brother Leopold, whom be
directed to enger the country and ravage it with
fire and SWOIE The invaders could only enter it
by endeaycuNag to force a passage into Schweitz
at a defile called the Straits of Morgarten, which
thirteen hundred Switzers undertook to defend
Against the numerous army of Leopold. These
patriots posted themselves on the impending
mountains, whence they rolled down huge frag-
ments of rock, which crushed the hostile cavalry ;
and impetuously descending themselves upon the
infantry, they discomfited and dispersed them.
Leopold was panic-struck, and seeking safety in
flight, he made his escape, leaving multitudes of
‘his soldiers dead upon the spot.  On this memo-
rable occasion the cantons lost only fourteen men;
and from the circumstance of the action having
taken place in the canton of Schweitz, the con-
federation whiclk was the result of it took the

-name of Swiss. %

_ Nothing ¢ould be more simple than the condi-
tion which formed the basis of the association of
the first three cantons. < They were to afford

"¢ each ather aid in case of attack ; to acknow-

X ¢ ledge
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‘¢ ledge no other authority, protection, or supre-
““ macy, than that of the empire ; to contract no
alliance without each other’s consent. The
three states were to admit no judge, whois not
their fellow-citizen. If any contest should
arise between the cantons, it was to be decided
by arbitration ; and if one canton refused to
submit to the award, it was to be compelled by
the two others. IF inally malefactors, incendi-
aries, robbers, and other criminals, tried and
condernned in one canton, were to be consider-
ed as tried and condemned in the others, and it
was forbidden to afford__them an asylum.”
Such was the treaty of alliancﬁetween Uri,
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Schweitz, and Underwalden, - which laid the
foundation of the Helvetic confed acy. It was
ratided at Bremen, and received the appellation
of the league of the three Waldstetter, or Forest-
cantons.

After these cantons had established their liberty?
and independence, the neighbouring state of Lu-
cerne, thensubjectto Austria, was continually ha-
rassed by their depredations. Under these circum-
stances the emperor imprudently loaded the citi-
zens of this canton with taxes as exorbitant as they
were unjust. To evade both evils, Lucerne made
peace with the confederacy ; and having expelicd
the Austrian party in the year 1332, entered into a
perpetual alliance with them, and became a
member of the union. The addition of Lucerye
to the league enabled the four cantons to resist all
the hostile efforts of Austria. ‘f

Inthe year 13806, Leopold, the grandson of that
prince who was defeated at the pass o Morgarten,
€ager to regain the territory he had lost, invased
the canton of Lucerne at the head of a numerou‘

3 T army, ™

LY
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< army, and attended by the first nobility of the
empire. The troops of the four cantons, greatly
inferior in nuimber, met their enemies at the lake
of Sempach, near the town of Surzee. The
Austrians were drawn up in firm battalions,
accoutred in heavy armour, and furnished with
long pikes. The Swiss advanced in the form of
awedge, in order to open their way into the ranks
of the enemy, and to break the solidity of the
battalion : but their endeavours proved fruitless,
and the fate of war hung doubtful ; when Arnold
de Wilkenreid, devoting himself to certain death,
rushed upon the gzmemy, and seizing as many
lances as he gesuld grasp, endeavoured to pene-
trate their rahks, and was killed in the attempt.
His valour, however, opened the way to victory ;
it inflamed his countrymen with new courage,
and taught them the best method of breaking the
_battalion. The Austrians yielded to the impetn-
ous torrent, fled, and left Leopold with the flower
of his army dead upon the field. On the spot
where this memorable victory was gained a
chapel stands, which was built in commemo-
ration of the event ; and in the arsenal of Lucerne,
the armour of the valiant Leopold is still pre-
served, together with a large quantity of cords,
with which it is said he intended to have bound
the citizens.

In the year 1351 the confederacy of the four
‘Waldsteetters formed an alliance with the canton
of Zuric. The town of Zuric as an imperial city
had enjoyed rkany privileges abtained from
Frederic L., till a civil war between the people
and their magistrates nearly reduced it to ruins.
After a struggle of two years the magistrates
were banished, and a new form of government

1 Y. 2 was

.
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was established under the sanction of the emperor .

Lewis of Bavaria, in 1337. After several at-
tempts however, the exiled magistrates were per-
mitted to return ; but being attexwards proved
guilty of a conspiracy againstthe state, they fell a.
sacrifice to their treasonable designs.  This trans-

action brought upon the people the resentment of

the neighbouring nobles ; and thé emperor Charles
IV. refusing to aid them, the canton of Zuric
formed an alliance with, and became not only a
member of the confederacy, but obtained a pre-
eminence in rank above the other four; and has

retained that distinction tegthe present time. .

Notwithstanding the advantageswghich the Zu-
richians derived fromthisalliance &n— experience
of the evils and miseries of a ruinoud war induced
them to submit to an arbitration of their disputes
with the house of Austria. The arbitrators in-
cluded in their award a point which had not,
been submitted to their judgment ; they decided®
that thenceforward none of the nations of Upper
Germany should be at liberty to league them-
selves with the house of Austria. This decision
was equivalent to a declaration that the confede-
rated cantons should not increase their power by
the accession of other states. . The confederacy,
however, not only despised this plohlbmon but
acted in direct opposition to it.

During a war which ensued betweon the
emperor and these states in the year 1350, the
troops of Schweitz, assisted by Zuric, Lucerne,
Uri, and Underwalden, enterdl the canton of
Glaris, and lnvmg u».pelled the Austrians, re-
ceived it into the union ; imposing however some
restrictions upon the inhabitants, which were nbt
aholished till 1450. 5 .

n

% -
(]



SWITZERLAND, ' 245

In 1251 the six allied cantons laid siege to
Zug, an imperial city, which, lying between
Zuric and Schweitz, afforded the Austrians many
opportunities of harassing the Swiss. It was re-
solutely defended by the citizens, who expected
succour from Albert duke of Austria; but this
prince not being in a condition to assist them,
the town at length capitulated upon the most ho-
nourable terms. The generosity of the conquer-
ors was equal to the courage displayed by the
vanquished ; and Zug accordingly was admitted
into the confederacy as a free and independent
city, upon equal terms. During these events the
canton of Ber-cwas perpetually engaged in wars
with the house of Austria, or with its neighbours.
Thestatesof Bernehad,inthatpartofthe Alps which
they occupied, formed themselves into a republic,
that singly was more powerful than one-half of
the seven united cantons. ' As early as the year
1323, a defensive alliance took place between
the Bernese and the Waldstaetters, to whose aid
they were chiefly indebted for the victory which
they obtained over the troops of Austria in 1339.
In consequence of this suceess Berne gained new
territories, which placed themselves under its
protection.  These territories adjoined others
which were protected by the Helvetic confe-
deracy. Between the inhabitants of both,
certain disputes arose which involved the two re-

- publics in their quarrels; and the misunder-
standing was ~n the point of breaking out into
open hostilitied, They had, however, the mo-
deration “o perceive, that it was by no means the
interest of either state that they should become

- enemies ; but that on the other hand, a union of
their interests would be the certain means of ob-

Y3 taining
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taining speedy and permanent peace for territories
which, being thus left without any support in their
petty dissensions, would naturally find their best
policy in amicable agreement. These consider-
ations impelled the Bernese to wish for admission:
into the Helvetic league, and induced the latter
to admit them. The accession of so considerable
a canton as Berne to the other seven considera{)ly
increased the power of the confederacy.

These eight allied states are to the present dis-
tinguished by the appellation of the eight ¢ an-
cient cantons.”  Although Berne was the last of
these that acceded to the union, yet six of them
yielded to it the precedency, in~<onsequence of
which they now rank in the following order :
Zuric, Berne, Lucerne, -Schweitz, Uri, Under=:
walden, Zug, and Glaris. -

From a review of the several treaties which
formed the constitution of this union, it appears
that we oughtnot to consider the confederated states *
at this epoch as one body, or one commonwealth.
The principal intention of the league was to
preserve the public liberties and private rights of
the citizens and subjects of the union against any
attacks that might be made upon them ; without
embracing any hostile views against such rights
as belonged to the house of Austria or its nobles.

The origin of the Helvetic diets may be traced
in the public meetings that were appointed upon
the frontiers of the respective cantons. The dif-
ferent treaties occasioned many_distinct meet-
ings to be held by deputies betwe)iithe cantons.
These meeting$ were attended with ingumerable
advantages : they maintained a cordiality, and
connected more strongly the bond of unioms
between the cantons ; and prepared the way\for

a closer

.
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a closer and more intimate alliance. ~ As the first
members of the Helvetic wnion had formed no
~intention of erecting themselves into one separate
and independent state, it is natural to suppose
that they were actnated by the desire of extend-
ing and aggrandising their respective territories,
There were besides two  circumstances which
strongly operated in drawing them from the
strict rules of a defensive alliance, and were at
the ‘same time the means of procuring them ad-
ditional allies : namely, the insatiabie ambition
and avarice of the nobles, which continually oc~
casioned dissension_and rebellion in the neigh-
bouring states :.#4d the intrigues and artifices of
the emperors; who, beingjealous of the increasing
power of the dukes of Austria, often encouraged
the inhabitants to break the fetters of their
allegiance.  Helvetia. was thus divided into
powerful factions, who were perpetually at vari-
dnce with each other: the one composed of the
nobles, with the dukes of Austria at their head ;
the other of the free cities and districts, under the
protection of the allied cantons.

Thus half a century was spent in wars and
truces with the house of Austria, who seems to
have disdained to honour the Helvetic, league
with either constant peace or regularly-supported
war. The year 1370 is remarkable for the first
struggle of the Switzers against the French. It
arose from the pretensions of Enguernand de
Couci, who, inhgriting the rights of his mother,
the grand—daugﬂ%; of the emperor Albert, claim-
ed certain lapds, which he asserted to have been
usurped from. his grand-father by the Switzers.
“They syccessfully defended their possessions, and,
after bloody battle, drove Couci's auxiliaries
from gheir territory.

- - : From
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From this unsettled state of peace and war, the
Swiss derived the advantage of being trained to
the use of arms, and were consequently always
on their guard. In the year 1393 they subjected
themselves to a system of military discipline
worthy of the ancient Spartans. They entered
into an ordinance, which forbid them, under pain
of death, in whatever circumstances they might
be placed in war, to violate the sanctity of
churches or the honour of women. It enjoined
them to defend and succour each other as bre-
thren, notwithstanding any contests which might
have previously existed between them, and in
spite of all danger to which thai mutual assist-
ance might expose them. They were not to
quit their ranks in battle, even though they should
feel themselves mortally wounded. No Swiss
was ever to pillage for his own private emolu-
ment; but was to carry all the fruits of victory
to the common stock. Finally, the cantons en-
gaged not to undertake any war that had not been
previously proposed and determined upon by
unanimous consent in a general diet.

The intervals of peace or suspension from ho-
stilities with the house of Austria, afforded also to
the cantons an opportunity of strengthening
themselves, not by the accession of new states
to their confederacy, but by the protection which
they granted to some neighbouring states, on
which they conferred the right of comburghership.
That privilege attached the lat“>t to the Helvetic
league, which protected then[ thﬂ)out any de-
pendence on the part of the protdcted, except
respect and deference, and without any of the.
degrading circumstances of subjection) Stch,
for instance, were the inhabitants of the alleys
of Appenzel, the oppressed vassals of Saint-

Ia
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In the year 1400 these people, being loaded by
the abbot of St. Gall with iptolerable taxes, joined
‘the citizens of the town of 3t. Gall, who rebelled
against the Austrians. - They applied to the Hel-
‘vetic confederacy for assistance; but these can-
tons having concluded a treaty of peace with the
emperor, refused their alliance ; which obliged
Appenzel to remain a separate and distinct state
for several years. : ; ‘ ;

" The treaty which the eanton of Zuric formed
with the house of Austria in 1442, merits parti-
cular notice, as its consequences were the occa~
sion of very important regulations in the consti-
tution of the He<fvetic confederacy. )

" Frederick fhe Third, the last count of Toggen-
burgh, had contrived. by different artifices to oc-
casion a jealonsy. between the canton of Zaric

‘wand those of Glaris and Schweitz ; which would
have ended in a civil war had not the confederacy
interfered, and compelled them to observe the
articles of thejr treaty. Fresh disputes, however,
arose after the death of Prederick ; and the citi-
zens of Zurie, with the intention of compelling
Glaris and Schweitz to submission, cut off all
communication with their inhabitants ; by which
means these mountaineers were deprived of their
supply of corn which-they usually received from
Zuric, and which constituted the main article
of their food. - The other cantons, however,
espoused their cause, and compeliad the Zurichians
to-refer the dispute to them according to the
terms of tljzg;.gagemeut. The result of the
arbitration®vas, that Zuric should relinquish her
. differen 'ﬁaims, and provide Glaris and Schweitz
whth t)fe necessary quantity of grain. The citi-
zens fof. Zuric, however, regarded this award

. as
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as partial, and therefore concluded an alliance
with the emperor Frederic III. and the other
branches of the house of Austria ; which engage-
ment the confederacy considered as an infringe-
ment of the articles of the union. The confe-
deracy, in spite of the palliative clauses introduced
by Zuric into the treaty, persisted in opposing
it, and threatened to use coercive measures to
compel that canton to withdraw from her alliance
with Austria. In this crisis the Zurichians ap-
plied to the emperor for relief, and received into
their town a garrison of Austrian soldiers, Ho-
stilities ensued ; and in the ﬁ.%;ction they were
defeated, and the burgher-master of Zurich was
among the slain. Besieged within their walls,
they beheld during two fatal years their fields and
villages laid waste and plundered.

During this period the free towns of Basil ands
Soleure, who were indifferent spectators of thg
contest between Zuric and the cantons, em-
braced the opportunity of invading the Austrian
territories:  The latter applied for aid to Charles
VII. king of France, who, as well with a view of
dissolving the council of Basil as of assisting the
Austrians, ordered a large army to march against
the confederacy, under the command of his son
Louis. The dauphin entered Alsace, and: after
laying waste and harassing the adjoining pro-
vinees, appeared before the gates of Basil. The
confederates had previously thrown into the
town, which was but thinly gar=soned, a detach-
ment of fifteen hundred men- f\la’»their army
then employed in besieging FarnsBarg. This
body of Swiss advanced with determingd valour -
to the plain of Bratteline; where they Wharged
with' such fury eight thousand of the.enymy’s

. cazalry,



SWITZERLAND, 251

cavalry, that the latter were driven back as far as
the village of Muttenz. Here the repulsed were
joined by another corps: butnotwithstanding this
reinforcement, the Swiss renewed the assault
with fresh intrepidity, and obliged them to repass
the river Birs, where the main body of their army
was chiefly drawnup. Encouraged by their won-
derful success, exasperated with the most spirited
indignation against the invaders of their country,
and disregarding the remonstrances of their officers,
_they rashly attempted to force their passage, which
was guarded by a strong party of the enemy.
«Their effort proving ineffectual, these gallant men
threw themselves into the river, and gained the
opposite shore in _the face of a battery of cannon,
that wds playing upon them. The French army,
consisting of thirty thousand men, were advantage-
ously posted in,%open plain; the Swiss had no
alternative than that of throwing down their arms,
or gloriously e)fpiring with them in their hands.
They bravely preferred the latter: accordingly five
hundred of them took possession of a small jsland
near the bridge ; and after resolutely defending
themselves to the last, were cut to pieces. The
same number of soldiers forced their way through
the ranks of the enemy, and were making to-
wards Basil, when they were opposed by a large
body of horse, posted there to prevent any suc-
cours which the town might send to the relief of
their countrymen. Being thussurrounded on all
sides, they threw themselves into the hospital of
St. James, ar.a’ there resisted for a considerable
time the as ault of the whole French army. The
building, was at length set on fire; the cannon
" bastereZ down the walls; and still they fought,
: ; < resolved
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pelled by force of arms. Secondly, notwith-
standing the reserved right of any canton t6 con-
tract alliances with foreign powers, yet the con-
federates were to judge how far such alliances
were contradictory or incompatible with the ar-
ticles of the general union ; and if proved to be
so, they were empowered to annul them.

The loss of territory which Sigismund arch-
duke of Austria sustained by the repeated victo-
ries of the Swiss cantons, induced that prince, in
1460, to apply to several neighbouring powers,
with an intention of forming a league against them.
He at length prevailed upon Charles the Bold,
duke of Burgundy, tolisten to his proposals ; and
offered him Sundgace, Alsace, Bresgau, and the
four Forest Towns, for the loan of eighty thou-
sand florins. Charles accordingly informed the
«antons that Sigismund was under his protection,
and would be supported by his powers. He also
immediately placed over his newly-acquired ter-
ritories in Alsace, bailiffs who became the tyran-
nical oppressors of the people. Berne, in the
name of the confederacy, dispatched an embassy
to Charles, complaining of these grievances. The
haughty prince received the deputies with much
pomp ; and, after compelling them to fall prostrate
on the ground while they delivered their remon-
strance, he dismissed them without an answer.
After this ignominious treatment, the Helvetic
confederacy entered into a defensive alliance with
Louis the Eleveuth, who, being jealous of the
duke of Brsgundy’s power, secretly inflamed
their just i .dignation. This treaty was confirmed

- in 1474/4t Lucerne, and was called the Heredi-
tary Union; an appellation appropriated to t}le

YOL. XVIIIs Z treatics
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treaties between the Swiss and the house of Au-
stria.

Charles at length saw his error, and exerted all
his efforts to pacify the Swiss. They rejected his
overtures with disdain, and prepared for a war,
which appeared to be inevitable. Charles con-
cluded a separate peace with Louis, and directed
his whole force against the cantons. He entered
Switzerland with an army of sixty thousand men,
besieged the town of Granson, and carried it by
assault. Here, however, his successes ended :
his numerous army was completely routed near
the lake of Morat on the 22d: of June, 1476 ; and
a square building, filled with the bones of the
Burgundian soldiers who were slain, is erected
on the spot where the battle was fought, and pre-
serves the memory of this celebrated victory. .
The ambitious Charles was afterwards slain in ae
engagement with the duke of Lorraine, and by
his death a war was terminated in which the
Swiss had given the most convincing proofs of
their valour, and had extended the renown of
their heroism all over Europe.

The consequences of the successful termination
of this war operated very powerfully on the future
politics of §witzerland. By the marriage of Mary
of Burgundy, the heiress of Charles, with the
archduke Maximilian, eldest son of the emperor
Frederic the Third, the house of Austria acquired
possession of the Netherlands, and having fre-
quent disputes with France, thé alliance of the
Swiss cantons became an object w¥rthy of the
courtship of both parties. Being no%r secured
from invasion themselves, the confederded can-
tons assisted both France and Austria by tulrlnf_i,

: their
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their swords being at the disposal of the highest
bidder. The rich spoil which they obtained from
the duke of Burgundy, in all probability first
corrupted that simplicity which had preserved
their own independence, and seduced them to the
disgraceful situation of mercenaries.

Still, however, it appears that these alliances
with France and Austria were rather the private
and distinct treaties of separate cantons, than of
the Helvetic body. Policy and interest had
united the first members of the confederacy, and
the existing differences in political and religious
principles were overlooked. No sooner, how-
ever, were their liberties secured, than their dif-
ference of opinion upon these subjects became
the source of violence and disorder. The acqui-
sition of territory by the more aristocratical states
excited the ambition of the democratical cantons,
and the conquests of the latter were viewed with
displeasure by the former.

At the conclusion of the war with Charles the
Bold, the deputies of the different cantons assem-
bled at Stantz in order to compromise their dif-
ferences, and to take into consideration an alliance
which Zuric, Berne, and Lucerne, had contracted
with Fribourg and Soleure. This treaty was con-
sidered by Uri, Schweitz, Underwalden, and
Glaris, as a breach of the union, and they there-
fore refused to receive them. The animosity of
each party grew so violent that the deputies were
on the point of separation without having effected
a reconciliation ; and a civil war appeared to be on
the eve of king place in Switzerland, when the

. patriotisyes of Nicholas de Flue, a superstitious
hetmit, aided by his eloquence, happily extin-
guished the rising flame. This persen was born

z2 at
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at Saxelen, in the canton of Underwalden, in the
year 1417. Descended from a noble family, he
signalised himself in defence of his country in
the war with Sigismund of Austria. To the most
excellent qualities of the heart and mind, he
added the exterior graces of person, and was re-
markable for the dignity of his feelings and the
affability of his manners. Yet in his fiftieth year
Nicholas de Flue was seized with a mistaken zeal
for religion, quitted the world of which he was
so useful and so honourable a member, and be-
came a hermit. He retived to Ranst, a few miles
from his native village, where he built an hermit-
age and a small chapel, and resided there in the
strict practice of a monkish life. ~Nicholas de
¥Flue was in his sixty-fourth year when the appre-
hension of civil war reached his hermitage. His
patriotism was kindled, and he travelled during
whole night in the depth of winter to Stantz. He
arrived there on the very morning on which the
deputies were preparing to take their departure.
The force of his eloquence prevailed, and he
persuaded them to assemble once, when he was
chosen arbiter of the dispute. By his advice all
differences between the contending parties were
amicably adjusted, and Fribourg and Soleure were
received into the Helvetic confederacy.

By the treaty entered into at this time,- and
which is called the Convention of Stantz, the ar-
ticles of union and mutual protection were finally
settled. A reciprocal guarantee. of their several
forms of government was stipulatedy and it was
agreed that the magistrates of each c% n should
receive assistance from the forces of th&pther in
case of internal faction or revolt. The eight
ancient cantons, however, reserved to themselves
the
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the right of declaring war against any foreign
state : while Fribourg and Soleure were pro-
hibited from commencing hostilities, or form-
ing alliances without the consent of the con-
federacy ; and it was even further ordained, that
in case a rupture should ensue between the old
cantons, the two new ones should observe a strict
neutrality.

An event which took place in 1489 assisted
to establish this right, which the old cantons
assumed over Fribourg and Soleure. After the
revolution in which the inhabitants of Appenzel
shook off their dependence upon the abbots of
St. Gall, the abbot Gaspar of Landenberg en-
tered into™ an alliance with Zuric, Lucerne,
Schweitz, and Glaris ; by which treaty these
four cantons took the abbey of St. Gall under

~ their protection. Another abbot, of the name of

Iric, who was offended with the town for
‘ baving refused him the grant of some lands to
enlarge the domains of the abbey, formed the
design of establishing a monastery of consider-
able magnitude. ‘The people, who were su-
spicious of the abbot's intentions, after several
fruitless remonstrances against his plan, assem-
bled together, and demolished the building al-
most immediately after he had built it. The
town refused to make the abbot any recompence
for the loss, and the cantons were obliged to
send a body of troops to obtain satisfaction for
the outrage. The leaders of the riot absconded ;
and the people submitted tamely without any
oppositizziz  The town was laid under con-
tribution to indemnify the abbot and the can-
ons for their losses and expences. The citizens
of Appenzel were deprived of their right over
z 3 the



258 SWITZERLAND.

the bailliage of the Rhinthal, which they had ac-
quired in i400. The other cantons, who took
no part in the rebellion, were afterwards ad-
mitted to an equal share in the government of
this district, which formed one of the common
bailliages in Switzerland.

The towns of Basle and Schaffhausen were
admitted members of the Helvetic Union in the
year 1501 ; and in 1513 the canton of Ap-
penzel obtained the same fayor. By this ac-
cession the number of the members of the league
was increased to thirteen; and it never ex-
ceeded that number. The nature of the treaties
by which the three last cantons were admitt=d
intothe confederacy was similar to those of Soleure
and Fribourg. :

Nature seems to have placed the Alps, the Jura,
the Rhine, and the Rhone, as permanent bound-

. . . . ‘
aries and bulwarks of the Helvetic territories ;
not only as means of security to their liberties, *
but also of separation from the neighbouring
powers, who, being incessantly engaged in war-
fare with each other, might otherwise have per-
petually involved them in their quarrels. The
real interests of the Swiss should have certainly
confined them within these natural barriers ;
to break down which the possession of remote
provinces, or the alliances of foreign powers,
ought never to have tempted them. The only
instance in which they seem to have deviated
from this prudent policy, was the conquest of
the Italian bailliages ; and to this step they were
no doubt tempted by the proximitfs i their
situation to Uri and Underwalden, and)the fer-
tility of their valleys. In the year 1410 the
troops of the whole Helyetic body. passed the

Alps,



SWITZERLAND. 259

Alps, plundered the town of Domo d'Ossola,
ravaged the rich country round the lake of Lo-
carno, and returned laden with their spoils to
pass the winter in their humble cottages. Ele-
vated by their successes, the following summer
they again descended into the plains of Italy, laid
waste the duchy of Milan, and again returned to
their homes without attempting to make any
settlement in the conquered territory.  Philip
Maria, duke of Milan, exerted all his endea-
vours to prevent this important town from fall-
ing into their hands. He sent a numerous army
commanded by Carmagnola, to jattack eight
+hausand Swiss who were marching to take
possession of it. A battle of the most sanguinary
kind ensued, in which both sides claimed the
victory ; the [talians, however, remained masters
\'qf the town.
. From this period nothing material occurred
till the year 1466, when Galeazzo Maria Storza,
the successor of Philip Maria in the duke-
dom of Milan, formed an alliance with Uri,
Underwalden, and Schweitz. The principal ar-
ticle of the treaty was the cession of the Le~
vantine valley to the canton of Uri, for an an-
nual tribute of three hawks and a cross-bow.
Ten years afterwards, however, when Charles
duke of Burgundy invaded Switzerland, the
treacherous Sforza sent a body of troops to his
assistance. On the defeat and death of Charles
at the battle of Nancy, the Swiss again resolved
to make an attempt on Bellinzone ; but as the
season of e year was too far advanced, they
. wintered \at Geornico. The duke collected an
army of fifteen thousand men, and attacked the

Swiss, hut was repulsed with considerable loss
and
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and some of the artillery which were taken on
this occasion are still preserved in the small town
as trophies of the victory. The Swiss, however,
did not follow up this advantage immediately,
and no further attempt was made on Bellinzone
until the year 1500 ; when the inhabitants, ha-
rassed by the changes that had so frequently
taken place in the Milanese, voluntarily surren-
dered to the threc cantons. When the French
conquered Milan, they claimed of the Swiss
Bellinzone : their requisition, however, was not
complied with, and the Swiss retained possession.
At length the seven Italian bailliages were
formally ceded to the confederacy by Maxirsitiar
Sforza, in gratitude for the aid which they, the
cantons, afforded him in the expulsion of the
French from Italy. They were confirmed to
them three years afterwards by Francis I., upog
a treaty of peace, which he made with them.
About the same period the cantons of Berne
and Fribourg were stimulated with the ambition
of extending their dominions towards the south.
They made frequent inroads into the Pays de
Vaud, . under the pretence of defending  their
ally the town of Geneva from the attacks of the
duke of Savoy; and in 1530 the whole of this
rich territory was wrested from the duke of Sa-
voy, as well as other of his possessions which
were situated near the lake, by the canton of
Berne. The Fribourgers and the inhabitants of
the Vallais at the same time “seized upon those
lands in the duke of Savoy’s dominions, which
were in their neighbourhood. The dtue, though
incapable of recovering by force thelterritories.
thus wrested from him, did not renounce ‘his
right to them. Through the mediation of France,

Spain,
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Spain, and the neutral cantons, a compromise at
length took place, by which the duke received
back Gex and Chablais, and resigned all pre-
tensions to the Pays de Vaud, ceding it to Berne
and FKribourg for ever.

From this epoch the limits of Switzerland have
not been diminished, nor extended.

2 CHAP,
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CHAP. V.

Religious Dissensions.  Baltle of Cappel; and
Death of Zuinglius.

HE concussions by which Europe was
shaken on account of religious disputes
during the sixteenth century were severely
felt in Switzerland. The abusive purposes.tg=
which the indulgences of the Roman Thurch had
been converted, by being sold to the people at
enormous prices, as sponges which possessed
the power of wiping away their sins, excited,
among others in a peculiar degree the indigna-
tion of Zuinglius, a priest of Zuric. From a
just detestation of that infamous traffic, its op-
pugners proceeded to a persuasion that the dogma
which inculcated a confidence in these indulg-
ences must be erroneous. his doubt naturally
gave rise to others respecting the power of the
popes who promulgated them : to these again
succeeded discussions on all the points of religious
discipline, and principally on the nature and
obligation of vows. The first and most zealous
proselytes gained by Zuinglius.were the nuns of
a convent at Zurich. As a‘preof of their faith
in the doctrines of their new preacher, they
quitted their nunnery, and the youfigez part of
their number entered into the matrimondal state.
Zuinglius himself, though a priest, and ad-
vanced in years, married also. The innoyations
attracted
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aftracted the attention of the magistrates. Those
of Zuric approved of the conduct of their
priest and his disciples. Not only were they
pleased to see his opinions disseminated through
the country under their own jurisdiction, but
they viewed with an evil eye those of the other
cantons who, by prohibitory laws, retarded the
progress of what was emphatically called “ the
Reformation.” They assumed the title of Evan-
gelic, and declared the reformed doctrine to be
the only true Gospel.

In 1523 the Zurichians had gained over the
Grisons to the reformation. At this time the
Romafr=eatholic cantons, into which the re-
formation had not yet penetrated, thought it
their duty to adopt vigorous measures of pre-
caution against what they considered as dan-
gerous innovations. As the Roman-catholic
cantons formed a majority, they pronounced

- sentence of exclusion from the Ielvetic con-

> 4

federacy against those which professed, or should
profess, the new religion. Their anathema ac-
cordingly fell on Zuric, Berne, Schafthausen,
and Appenzel, which already contained numerous
advocates and proselytes of reformation, who were
denominated non-conformists.

But it was not only against the Roman church
that Zuinglius and his adherents had to contend.
The far more arduous controversy was with one
who was cherished as a brother, and even re-
vered as one of the first champions of true re-
ligion. The:article of faith in which Zuinglius
materially differed from Martin Luther, was the

* trug meaning of the words used in the institution
of the Lord’s Supper ; the latter adopting them ina

; strict }iteral sense, while Zuinglius considered

: therny

-
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them as merely symbolical. At the desire of
Philip landgrave of Hesse. they in the month
of September held a conference at Marburg, in
the presence of the most eminent divines who
had separated from the church of Rome ; where
though each persisted in his opinion, they yet
parted with cordial assurances of mutual regard
and friendship. In consequence of these unhappy
difierences on religious subjects arose the civil
wars of Switzerland.

Three memorable battles were fought with the
sanguine intrepidity of religious zeal. On the
ninth of June, 1530, the army of Zuric took
post near the convent of Cappel. Zuinghius,
who was no stranger to battles, having been
present at those of Novano and Marignan in
the capacity of chaplain, desired to attend this
expedition. Regardless of the remonstrances of
the senate, who opposed his wishes on accouns
of the value of his life, he mounted his steed,
grasped a spear, and tollowed the camp. .An
eye-witness wrote thus from the camp :—< It is
admirable to behold what order and subordina-
tion prevails among the multitude : the word of
God is preached daily by Ulric, Zuinglius, the
abbot of Cappel, the priest of Kussnacht, and
many other learned divines. Not an oath is
pronounced, not a quarrel is heard of : we pray
before and after each meal ; no cards or dice are
ever seen; not a prostitute is tolerated. We
sing, dance, and practise manly sports ; and are
eager to encounter the pensioners.” «By the me-
diation of the neutral cantons and the cities of
Coustance and Strasburg, hostilities 4vere sps-*
pended for a time.

The tranquillity thus procured was, lmﬁvever,
of short duration. The five cantons larned

with'



SWITZERLAND. 205

with the utmost indignation, that at a diet held
at Zuric, on the the 22d of May, 1531, the re-
formed cities had, against the declared opinion
of Zuinglius, who never ceased to preach and
recommend forbearance, resolved to break off all
communication with them, and even to deprive
them of the necessaries of life which they de-
rived from those cities. After several fruitless
attempts towards an accommodation, these can-
tons published an hostile declaration against
Zuric. They formed a camp at Zug, and sent
detachments to ravage the free bailliages. Zuric
was dilatory and undecided in its preparations.
Zuinglius, who now saw the urgency of the case,
found great difficulty in persuading the senate
and Rudolph Lavater, the military commander,
to call together the forces of the canton. A
small party was sent out to meet the enemy,
whose numbers by this time bad increased to up-
“wards of eight thousand ; but this party was
ordered not to hazard an engagement. On the
tenth of October the senate at length ordered
the great banner to be brought forth ; but in-
stead of four thousand men, who heretofore had
accompanied it, only seven hundred joined the
standard. Zuinglius attended them as chaplain.
This detachment hastened with all possible speed
across Moun Albis. Some, either from cow-
ardice or disaffection, exclaimed, that they could
not possibly arrive in time, and resolved not to
proceed. ¢ As %0 me,” said Zuinglius, < 1 will,
in the name of God, advance and join our brave
countrymer. I will either assist in rescuing
them, o perish with them.” At threein the
afterncon the banner arrived at Cappel and

( A A joined

7
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joined the forces that had preceded, their whole
strength now amounting to about two thousand
men. Early on the next morning the catholic
army drew out in complete armonr, and close
array. The leaders of Zuric deliberated in coun-
cil whether they should abide their approach or
withdraw. Rudolph Gallman, of the free bail-
liagers, stepped forth, and stamping bis foot on
the ground —¢ This,” cried he, ¢ shall be my
grave. God forbid that I should ever yield one
single step to an enemy !"* The cannonading be-
gan at noon : the Zurichers avoided its first ef-
fects by falling on their faces: they then rose
and maintained an obstinate fight for more than —
two hours; when about three hundréd of the
most intrepid among the enemy forced them-
selves into the centre of them, as they were en-
deavouring to form into two columns : some fled
instantly, and threw the remainder into con-
fusion. A person from the catholic army came’
among them, and, personating one of their own
number, represented to them the impossibility
of making an effectual stand, and exhorted them
to retreat. They followed his advice, and were
pursued till night with much slaughter. The
triumphant foe then returned to the field of
battle, fell upon their knees, and returned thanks
to the holy Virgin and all the saints for their
victory ; they then sacked the camp of the Zu-
richians, and with horrid imprecations put to
death the wounded, who had been left behind.
A few, less inhuman than the rest, took some
of them prisoners, dressed their Wouwds, and
afforded them shelter from the intgpse cold.
Zuinglius was among the wounded. Ile had
. been

j__‘\
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been stunned and thrown down by a shower of
stones, and trampled upon by the fugitives and
their pursuers ; he recovered several times, but
was too much exhausted to support himself. In
his last effort he raised himself upon his knees,
and exclaimed,  They may indeed kill the
body, but they cannot destroy thé soul;” and
then, with clasped hands and uplifted eyes, he
once more fell backward. A catholic soldier,
observing his quivering lips, offered to bring him
a confessor, to which he nodded dissent. A
eaptain of Underwalden, who came by at the
moment, fired with holy indignation against
the obdurate heretic, pierced him through the
neck. . Thus fell Ulric Zuinglius; a man whom all
parties allow to have possessed an heroic spirit,
a greater degree of moderation than most of the
other reformers, uncommon sagacity, combined
with profound and extensive learning and re-
fined tastc. He was ever averse to compulsive
measures, but at all times willing to hazard his
life in support of his firm persuasion. His man-
ners were affable and conciliatory : he was a
friend to cheerfulness and innocent mirth ; and,
though indulgent to others, severely rigid to-
wards himself. The conquerors exulted in his
fall : they caused his body to be quartered by
the hangman of Lucerne, and to be burnt ;
and lest his ashes should become an object of
veneration to his followers, they mixed pieces of

_hog’s flesh with his mangled limbs.

With Zuinglius also fell fifteen other learned
divines, whom a sense of duty had brought into
the field.* The number of those who were slain
on the part of Zuric, according to Bullinger,

was five hindred and twelve; and the loss of

(( AA2 the
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the catholics did not exceed, according to the
most exaggerated account, two hundred. Zuric
sent out fresh forces, which were joined by re-
inforcements from Berne, Basle, Schafthausen,
and other places. These troops, however, met
with new disasters, and the city was at length
compelled to sue for a separate peace. A treaty
was negociated and signed on the sixteenth of
November. Each party was by this treaty con-
firmed in the free exercise of its religion. Zuric
agreed not to afford any protection to the re-
ligion of the joint bailliages ; and the indemni-
fication which the five cantons claimed for the
expences of the war was referred to the general
pacification that remained to be concluded with
Berne. 1t was further stipulated, that in any
future differences the law of arbitration should
be resorted to. The Bernese lost no time in
following the example of the Zurichians in ac-e
cepting terms similar to those which had re-
stored peace to Zuric: with the addition and
conditions that they should pay three thousand
crowns to the five cantons for damages occa-
sioned to the abbey of Muri and other religious
edifices ; that they should exempt Underwalden
from all further claims; and that the expences
of the war, amounting to five thousand crowns,
should be paid jointly by Berne and Zuric.
This treaty was concluded by the mediation of
the king of France, the du}ge of Savoy, the
margrave of Baden, and some of the neutral
cantons ; and was signed on the twenty-second
of November. This unfortunate issue of the
war greatly retarded the progress off the rg-
formation ; which is the more to be lamented,
W ‘as

~
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as it is now generally acknowledged that had the
protestant cities unanimously persevered, and
had kept the field only a few days longer, the
catholics would have been compelled, by want
of provisions, to have accepted any terms which
the former might have prescribed to them.

443 CHAP.
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CHAP. VI
View of the Confederate and. Associate States.

HAVING thus far described the rise and pro-

gress of the Helvetic union, it is necessary to
bestow some attention on the nature of the con-
nection between the whole, or any part of the
united cantons, with the several allies who may
be distinguished as associate or confederate states.
The former description belonged to the town of
St. Gall, Mulhausen, and Bienne; the latter to
the Grisouns, the republic of the Vallais, Geneva,
Neufchatel, and the bishop of Basle. The town
of St. Gall entered into an.alliance with the six
cantons, Zuric, Berne, Lucerne, Schweitz, and
Glarus. after the abbots had put the Abbey under
the protection of the confederacy. By this treaty,
the inhabitants engaged not to enter into an al-
liance without the approbation of the cantons,
and in all disputes to submit to their judgment.
St. Gall, from the date of this treaty, always fur-
nished its quota of troops, and sent deputies to
the different diets.

Mulhausen, a little republick which is situated
in Sundgau, a district of Alsace, about fifieen
miles from Basle, held the most general alliance
with the Helvetic cantons, of all the associated
allies, It preserved the privileges which it had
acquired from the emperors during the times of
feudal tyranny, by contracting an alliakce with
Basle, Strasbourgh, and the towns g¢f Alsace
and Swabia ; and afterwards in the middle of the
fifteenth century with Berne, Fribeurg, and So-

leure.
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leure. 1In 1513 it was admitted into the con-
federacy ; which league preserved its independ-
ence and liberties from the encroachments of
the empire on one band, and from the attacks
of France on the other.

The territory of Bienne lies between the lake
of that name, and a chain of the Jura mountains.
It was not an independent state, as the bishop of
Basle was its sovereign. It entered into an alli-
ance with Berne in 1352, with Soleure in 1582,
and with Fribourg in 1496. It was consequently
connected with France as an ally of the Helvetic
body, and sent a representative to the annual
diet.

The most considerable of all the allies of Swit-
zerland was the republic of the Grisons, which
was composed of three leagues; the Grey League,
the House of God, and the Ten Jurisdictions.
In 1447 the Grey League, and in the following
year the League of God's House, entered into a
perpetual treaty with Zuric, Lucerne, Uri,
Schweitz, Underwalden, Zug, and Glaris. The
League of the Ten Jurisdictions was not included
in the same treaty, yet it was considered as enti-
tled to the same assistance and good offices of
the cantons in consequence of its connection
with the other two. The three leagues after-
wards formed a close alliance with Berne and
Zuric, to whose mediation they frequently had
recourse in disputes. By these treaties, the
Grisons became the allies of the Swiss, and fu!'-
nished the particular cantons with which they
were wmited, with succours, in case of invasion.
. They maqe several conquests in Lombardy ; and

tife Valteline, Chiavenne, and Bormeo, were
¢ ceded to them at the treaty of perpetual peace

between -

-

-



72 SWITZERLAND,

between Francis I. and the Swiss : but they were
not included in the treaty of Soleure concluded
between Louis XVI. and the other states of
Switzerland.

The republic of the Vallais was also a political
body, composed of ten small commonwealths,
called Dixains. The Upper Vallais comprised
seven of these, and the Lower three. The bishop
of Sion was, in many respects, the sovereign
over the greatest part of this confederacy. In
the years 1416 and 1417 three Dixains of the
Vallais entered into an alliance with Lucerne,
Uri, and Underwalden ; and about fifty years
afterwards, the whole republic formed a perpe-
tual treaty with these three cantons and that of
Schweitz. In 1528 they formed a particular
alliance with the seven catholic cantons, in de-
fence of their common religion. The Vallais,
like the Grisons, were not consulted in the Hel- s
yetic diets, except in affairs of the highest:
importance.

Geneva, whose history is given at length in
the following pages, often solicited to be admitted
a member of the Helveticunion, butwas alwaysre-
Jjected. By different treaties with Berne, Fribourg,
and Zuric, this city was however considered as
an ally of the confederacy.

Necufchatel and Vallingin were seized by the
cantons in 1512, during their war with France ;
but after the treaty of peace, Louis XII. pre-
vailed upon them to deliver tp these states to
John of Hochberg, as heir to Louis of Orleans
from whom they had been wrested> Thus
though Neufchatel and Vallingin remaiged under
the soverignty of a limited monarcy, their privi-
leges were placed under the protection of Berne

and
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and Fribourg, who were arbiters in all disputes

between the people and their sovereign, and who

often decided against that sovereign’s will. These
states were therefore considered as independent

of the Germanic body, and a neutral power

in all the wars betwéen France and the emperor.

Religious zeal occasioned particular treaties be-

tween the catholic cantons and the allies who

professed the same religion. An alliance of this

sort was concluded between the cantons and the
bishop of Basle in 15709, and renewed at diferent

periods. . The territory of the bishop formed two
general divisions : the first was situated to the

south of the celebrated pass of Pierre Pertuis, and

made part of Switzerland ; the second, to the

north of the same boundary, included that di-

strict situated within the German empire. In

the former lies the valley of St. Imier : and the

latter comprises’ those of Leffen, Delmont, and

Munster ; a tract of country which, in point of

beautiful and romantic scenery, is not surpassed by

any part of Switzerland. The first alliance which

the. inhabitants of this delightful country made

with Berne, was contracted in 1484 ; when that

canton, and the bishop of Basle, respectively sup-

ported two candidates for the provostship of

Munster. The Bernese took possession of the

whole valley, and exacted homage from the in-

babitants ; but at the treaty of Conrandelin they

restored the valley to the bishop, on the following

conditions : that tlfe inhabitants should be main-

tained in all their privileges, continue as co-

burghers with Berne under the protecdon of that

- republic, vemain neuter in case of war with
Befne and the bishop, and follow the standard of

fthe former when she was engaged in hostilitjef
with
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with any foreign power. This treaty of co-
burghership, renewed at different intervals, was
the cause of frequent quarrels between Berne

“and the bishop, and in 1705 and 1711 occasion-
ed an open rupture.  These disputes were final-
ly settled at the pacification of Arau, when the
bishop ratified the co-burghership, confirmed all
the rights and privileges of the inhabitants, and
consented to the mediation and interference of
Berne, who annually sent one of its magistrates
to the valley of Munster for the purpose of en-
quiring if the civil and religions immunities
were kept inviolate. -

Such was the nature of the connection of Swit-
zerland with its associate or confederate allies.
And notwithstanding some of these states were
allied only with particular cantons ; yet if any of
them were attacked, those cantons with whom
they were in alliance not only supplied them
with succours, but required the joint aid of the
other cantons, who united in their defence either
as immediate guarantees or as auxiliaries of the
immediate guarantees. i

‘CHAP.



CHAP. VII.

From the Battle of Cappel in 1531, o the Peace of
Westphalia in 1647 .

OTWITHSTANDING the fuel which reli-
gious zeal afforded to the passions of men of
different persuasions during the progress of the
reformation, the means supplied by the constitu-
tion of the Swiss union for allaying the flames of
civil discord still preserved the vigour of the con-
federacy : notwithstanding the bloody wars into
which this brave and interesting people were be-
trayed by their unhappy difference of religious
sentiments, they were still indissolubly united
to each other by a kindred spirit of liberty and
independence. From the peace of 1531, which
followed the defeat of the Protestants at Cappel,
history has recorded scarcely any public transac-
tions of the Swiss during a period of more than
two centuries, excepting the detail of the various
alliances which different states formed with fo-
reign powers, and the many eminent services
rendered by theirtroops to the sovereigns in whose
armies they were at various times engaged.
Some partial contests among themselves how-
ever still agitated -the cantons. Four cantons,
* two of which were the principal ones, had adopt-
ed the -zeformation; seven remained firmly ad-
« dicted to .the faith of their ancestors; and the
othier two admitted both religions into their
/ country, and eyen their senates. Of the twenty-

three
S
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three subject districts, only Morat and Gran-
son became wholly protestant ; sixteen retain-
ed their former creed, and five admitted both @
religions.  Among their allies, Geneva, Neuf-
chatel, Bienne, Mulhausen, and the town of St.
Gall, renounced the doctrine of Rome; while
the little republic of Gersau and the abbey of En-
gelberg persisted in their ancient modes of wor-
ship. In the Grison leagues, after considerable
disturbances and many fluctuations, both creeds
were at length admitted by public authority.
The reformation at one time had made progress
4n the Vallais, the Valteline, and the Ttalian bail-
liages : but popery at last prevailed, and at Locarno
those who refused to adhere to the established
doctrines were compelled to quit the country;
on which occasion no less than sixty families,
among whom were several of considerable note,
withdrew to Zuric, and contributed essentially,
to promote the commerce and manufactures of
that already flourishing city. This religious
separation was by no means in all places  topo-
graphical ; the inhabitants of different persuasions
in many places lived promiscuously together ;
and many large families were divided into
branches, whose contradictory belief and stern e
fanaticism frequendy proved the source of de-
structive feuds and great calamities.

In 1580 the Boromean or Holy League took
place.  Cardinal Charles Boromeo, archbishop of
Milan,a prelate ot uncommon eourage, tried every
method of reclaiming the confederates to the pale
of his church. The five old catholi® cantens had
already entered into an alliance with the Vallais,
as well for the purpose of protection, as of pruo=
pagating their own religion : and at the instiga—\
5 tion
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tion of the cardinal, they formed.a compact for
the same purpose with the bishop.of Basle. John
Francis Bonom, bishop of Vencelli, had by this
time arrived in Switzerland in theicharacter of
nuncio. He had been received withi great pomp
and solemnity by the seven catholic cantons, but
was refused admittance into the Vallais and the
Grisons. This prelate forwarded with ecarnest
zeal the league which cardinal Boromeo had in-
dustriously promoted among the*catholic confe-
derates: by introducing monastic’ orders for the
purpose of making converts, and by enforcing the
decrees of the council of Trent, he soon alarmed
the protestant states, who plainly perceived_that
his grand object was to suppress the reformation..
Accordmgly when he entered the gates of Berne
unexpectedly with a numerous retinue, chiefly
consisting of ecclesiastics, the whole body’ of the
citizens received®him with marks of disapproba-
“tion ; and the magistrates sent a deputation to re-
present to-him the danger to which he exposed
himself, and.to urge the necessity of his departure.
He acquiesced, and withdrew ; but not until
he had experienced some insults from the popu-
lace. His complaints concerning this reception
" were so vehement, .that an open rupture between
Berne and the catholic cantons would bave en-
sued, had not the neutral cantons interfered and

accomplished a reconciliation.
When discord has once invaded a country, the
most trifling incident may be easily converted
. into a cause of jealousy and. contention. About
this time the acceptance of the reformed Gre-
. gorian calendar, which was proposed by the coun-.
g.ll of Treht, became a cause of serious Coniro=
/ versy and warm opposition. The seven camlo—
B R ic
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lic cantons admitted it without hesitation ; but
the other six, considering it as an attempt of
Rome to encroach upon their independence, pe-
remptorily rejected the proposal ; and this trifling
aftair contributed to widen the breach that. had
already in a great degree estranged the cantons
from each other. One of the reasons assigned by
the peasants of 'Glaris, both protestants and ca-
tholics, is not a little ludicrous. At the upper
extremity of the principal valley on the frontier
of the Grison country, is a natural aperture in
a rock, called St. Martin's hole, through which,
on the third of March and the. third of Septem-
ber, old style, the sun at noon shines on the
church steeple of the village of Elms. The pea-
sants, when the new calendar was offered them,
rejected it with indignation, observing, that
should they admit it, the sun would no longer
dart its rays on that steeple oif those periodical
days.

In 1581 a difference that had arisen at Mul-
hausen between two brothers, Jacob and Matthias
Finninger, and some of their fellow-citizens,
concerning a copse of no great extent in their
neighbourhood, proved the cause of a feud which
was not terminated without much misery and
bloodshed. The Finningers were cast, and, con-
sidering themselves aggrieved, they appealed to
the cantons ; and arbitrators from Basle and Zuric
confirmed the sentence which had been pro-
nounced against them. Jacob, incensed at the
decree, appealed to the catholic cantons, raised
a faction in the city, and spoke injufiouslgof the
senate : he was imprisoned and afterwards ba-
nished ; and his brother Matthias volufitarily fols
lowed him inta exile. The catholic cantons warmly

espoused
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espoused their cause, sent deputies to demand
the reinstatement of the two brethren, and, their
demand being rejected, - they renounced their al-
* liance with the city.—Some years after, the fac-
tion which arose from this occasion became suf-
ficiently powerful to depose the magistracy, and
to institute a new senate. The leaders took arms,
seized on the public granaries and wine-cellars,
and caused seals to be affixed to the treasury.— A
criminal court was. established by them, at which
Matthias Finninger presided : upon which most
of the principal inhabitants fled from the city,
and in their turn invoked the interference of the
protestant cantons. Notwithstanding the party
which now triumphed in Mulhausen was openly
countenanced by the catholics, and possessed a
decided superiority over the protestant interest,
yet the protestant cantons, and Glaris, aware
_that this infraction of an established constitution
was a dangerous violation of the fundamental
laws of the confederacy, determined at length to
follow up their ineffectual attempts to conciliate
by coercive means.
An attack was accordingly made upon the city
by the troops of Zuric, Berne, and Schaffhausen,
~on the 14th of June, 1587. Omne of the gates of
the city was forced open by a petard; and about
one hundred of the confederates, with Lewis
D’Erlach, the commander in chief, at their head,
rushed into the town, where they were met by
‘the exasperated burghers and their new masters.
* After a severe contest and. much bloodshed, the
latter were nearly overpowered, when one of the
- burgheys found means to drop the portcuilis in
/ﬁié gate. The party who had entered the town
were thus cut-off from all succour, and were in
B B2 their
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thelr turn reduced to the greatest  extremity.
They dispersed, in hopes of escaping the fury of
the citizens by concealment : but many surren-
dered upon the conditions of the laws of war,
that their lives should be spared. This condition
was granted, but was most infamously broken.
The prisoners were conducted to a rermote place
behind the convent, and there inhumanly butch-
ered. Meanwhile the besiegers used their utmost
efforts fo force a way into the town, and rescue
their gallant brethren : they succeeded at length
in breaking down the porteullis with their battle-
axes, crowded in great numbers through the gate,
and spread throughout the city.—Erlach, who
had been wounded in the thigh, being now once
more surrounded by his friends, repeatedly called
out, ¢ Peace, peace!” and exerted himself,,
though in vain, to stop the carnage. The sun
was set, and the din of arms, the shouts of the,
conquerors, the cries of the wounded and ex-
piring, and the shrieks of women and children,
added to the gloom of night, and spread the ut-
most horror and desolation throughout the city.
The burghers, whose rash daring spirits were now
broken, brought forth their deposed magistrates,
Ziegler and Hartman ; presented them in chaing =
to the infuriated assailants; and, throwing aside
their weapons, in the name of these venerable
hostages implored for mercy. The women were
called upon to join their supplications : they came
forth with their children in “their cradles, and
placed them in rows before themg as a barrier
against the spreading havock. This sight seftened
the fury of the conquerors : Erlach ppclgimed a -
cessation of hostilities, and was instantly obeye!h\
The two aged burgomasters, and the town clerk,
) who



SWITZERLAND, 281

who had been with them cast into prison, were
immediately released ; and all the citizens who
had borne arms were put into confinement. On
the 30th of June, deputies arrived from Zuric,
Berne, Glaris, Basle, and Schaffhausen, and esta-
blished a court for the trial of the delinquents.
All who appeared to have been mere auxiliaries,
among whom were two hundred Austrians, were
immediately released, and suffered to depart.
The citizens were distinguished into two classes ;
the ringleaders, and those who had been evidently
seduced. Among the former, heavy charges were
brought against two desperate adventurers, Dum-
mel and Langenstein: they were convicted of
having fomented the sedition, and committed
more slaughter than any insurgents; the former
was sentenced to be beheaded, and the latter to be
hanged. These were the only delinquents who
suffered in the city. The deposed magistrates
were reinstated, and the deputies, having made
some arrangements for the future security of the
town, retired amidst the blessings and acclama-
tions of the inhabitants. The Finningers, the
original cause of all these calamities, had with-
drawn from the city before the siege, under pre-
tence of going in quest of further aid. Jacob
was seized in the month of August in the terri~
tories of Berne, and, as a disturber of the public
peace, he was publicly beheaded.

The attack upon the city of Geneva in 1002,
under the command of the sieur d’Albigny, at
the instance of the duke of Savoy, will be more
properly noticed in the history of thdt republic.

Among the melancholy effects of the religious
£ouds ‘which arose out of the reformation, the
wars which for a long period of time ravaged the

BB 3 country
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country of the Grisons afford a striking example.
Small and apparently unimportant as were the
Grisons and their dependencies, yet the situa-
tion of aftairs in Europe about the year 1540 ren-
dered this little territory the scene of long and
bloody contention between the most powerful
potentates of the age. The Valteline, a province
subject to the republic of the Grisons, was so
situated in relation to the territories of Austria and
of Venice, that it became the policy of each of
these states to obtain an influence in’the councils
of its government. The Grisons were already
torn by contending factions within itself; cach
of which pleaded religion as their ostensible mo-
tives, while private interests in fact regulated all
their movements. i

It was about the year 1603 that the count de
Fuentes, at that time Spanish governor of Milan,

under the instructions of his ministers, used every

method of estranging the Grisons from their state

of amity with France and Venice. Among other
measures; he erected a strong fort on the confines
of the Valteline, and called it by his own name.
On the other hand, the Venetian and French
agents not only laboured to defeat this project of
the Spaniard, but used all means. of persuasion to
procure an alliance with the leagues. - This event
gave rise to two relentless parties, which, under
the names of the Spanish and the Venetian fac-
tions, became the cause of a long chain of mi-
“series which afilicted this devoted country.

In the first instance the Spanish faction pre-
vailed, and the Venetian envoy wa$ ordewed to
quit the country : the most summary proceedings
were instituted against several individfals, and
even communities, who had been open in their

g attachment
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attachment to the Venetian interest. A power-
ful opposition however arising, the leaders of
the Spanish faction found it expedient to quit
the country. In 16145 the governor of Milan, in
consequence of this turn of affairs, broke ofl” all
intercourse with the leagues, and by the distresses
occasioned by this conduct, added to the existing
animosities, which soon broke out against all who
avowed or favoured: the Spanish cause. A eri-
minal court was instituted at Coire, which after
declaring a general toleration of religion, sent
several catholics to the scaffold. The bishop of
Coire himself became obnoxious to this tribunal :
he was deposed and banished ; his property con-
fiscated ; and it was ordered that if ever he re-
turned to the territories of the republic, he should,
without further trial, be publicly beheaded. The
city of Coire having shown a predilection for the
Spanish party was amerced in a considerable sum.
The heads of the Venetian party sent deputies to
the king of France and to the cantons to justify
their proceedings ; and received from the former
the most positive assurances of his favor and pro-
tection. The exiles on the other hand appeared
before the general diet of the Helvetic confe~
deracy, and complained of the proceedings of the
Venetian party, and implored the interposition of
the diet. Their antagonists were here confronted
with them ; and after a patient hearing and a long
discussion, it was determined to send a deputation
to the leagues to exhort them to dissolve the cri-
* minal court, "to revise its sentences, and for this
purpose to grant safe conduct tothe exiles, thatthey
« might appegr in their own defence. The catholic
fm‘ms even declared, that unless the sanguinary
tribunal were dimmediately abolished, they would
adopt



284 SWITZERLAND.

adopt compulsive measures. This peremptory
requisition was actually complied with towards
the end of the year, but tranquillity was far from
being restored.

‘ In the beginning of this year the rage

*ﬁj‘w_‘ of party distinguished itself with more rage

than ever. The Spanish faction now as-
sumed the ascendancy, and retdliated upon their
adversaries the cruelty which had been practised
upon them. New victims of popular fury were
sclected ; a loose was given to the savage passions
of the populace ; and general dismay and conster-
nation spread itself among the inhabitants, A
third or neutral party now . arose, whose object
was to bring about a mutual amnesty upon condi-
tion that none of the Planta family which headed
the Spanish faction, nor of the Salis family which
was the chief of the other party, should during a
certain period hold any public office ; that no fo-
reign pensions should be received by individuals ;”
and that no foreign minister should be suffered to
reside in the country. This proposal was adopted ;
and served to counterbalance, but by no means to
allay, the violence of the two contending parties.
The Salis or Venetian faction raised a criminal tri-
bunal at Davos, in the league of the Ten Jurisdic-«
tions ; which in its turn proceeded with excessive
rigor to inflict tortures, fines, and capital punish-
ments, upon the friends, relations, and dependents,
of the Plantas.

"Meanwhile the rage of bigotry burst out with
unexampled fury in the subject province of the
Valteline.  After repeated murmur®, and yarious
attempts to exclude the protestants from the pro-
vince, on the 19th of July, in the yedt 1620, tl=
alarm-bells tolled early in” the morning through-
ont the valley ; and a massacre ‘instantly began,

the
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the particulars' of which have filled all Europe
with horror.  Several of the magistrates and
their deputies, with numbers of the protestant
clergy, were butchered with the most remorsecless
eruelty. Sixty persons were murdered at Tirano :
at Teglio the assassins, after putting to death a
minister in the pulpit and a great part of his con-
gregation, demolished the church : at Sondrio
they stormed the palace in which the governor
resided, and dragged him and his family into’ En-
gadine, saying they would no longer submit t@
the sway of heretics : and the houses of all the
protestants were pillaged and demolished.  The
peasants, in hopes of exempting themselves from
future payment of their dues, were particularly
hostile to their lords, landlords, and creditors;
they pursued with cruelty the uunhappy fugitives,
who sought refuge in the mountains, woods, and
remote caverns; they hurled many of them, with
their wives and innocent children, down steep
precipices, or cast them into rivers and torrents :
many perished by the hands of their brothers,
who coveted their property. The horrors of this
and many subsequent days of havock and dismay
are too shocking for narration. The duke of
=Feria, a governor-of Milan, never. cleared himself
from the imputation of having abetted this most
dreadful conspiracy.

The evils of civil discord having about this
time arrived at a pitch in the Valteline that
secemed no longer supportable, a diet which met
at Coire applied to most of the neighbouring
stateseto Ieng their aid towards quelling the fatal

» disturbancgs: but Austria, the Catholic cantons,
«nd even France, were deaf to their intreaties;

and when Berne and Zuric at length resolved t?l
; SET
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send two regiments to assist in restoring the tran.
quillity of the leagues, the catholic confederates
used violent means to impede the march of these
auxiliaries. In this, however, they did not suc-
ceed, these forces having taken a circuitous route
through the province of Tockenburgh, On the
22d of August the regiments entered the Valte-
“line, and the insurgents immediately dispersed ;
even the Spaniards, after various obstinate con-
flicts, evacuated the valley.

At length, through the mediation of France,
a treaty was concluded at Madrid, on the 25th of
April, 1621, according to which the Grison leagues
were to be reinstated in the Valteline. None
of the parties, however, considered themselves
bound by this ‘treaty, and fresh troubles .com-
menced.

The deplorable state of this distracted people
was at length taken into serious consideration at a.
general diet of the Swiss cantons. On this occa-
sion the deputy of Zuric delivered a speech
bighly worthy ofbeing recorded. ¢ The Rhztian
leagues,” said he, ¢ are a mirror for us all. In
vain are their inlets almost impervious, and their
vocks tower far above the clouds; in vain are
their men endowed with heroic valour ; and in vain~
do they confide in the sacred ties which unite
them to powerful neighbours. None of these
advantages will avail them, if domestic strife
rends their very vitals. 'We have taught various
mighty nations how difficult it< is to subdue men
who are determined to be free, and firmly re-
solved to defend, to the last drop of *blood,them-
sclyes, their property, and. independence r but,
should we abandon our Rhatian allie§, we shad
teach those very nations, that by sowing dissen-

s10n§
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sions among us, they may not only vanquish these
leagues, but, without any extraordinary efforts,
subvert even the confederacy to which we owe
our welfare and security. Can we, without se-
rious apprehensions, behold the further aggran-
disement of the enormous power of Austria,
which already, by its possession of the Tyrol, the
hither Austria, Burgundy, and Milan, hems us in
on every side? Unanimity, believe me, my
friends, perfect unanimity, is our only rock’of
security ; and with it we shall at all times be
greatly formidable, if not invincible.” This lan-
guage produced conviction; and the diet unani-
mously agreed to send deputies to the archduke
of Austria and, the duke of Feria, to request a
cessation of hostilities, and a free intercourse
with the respective territories of the contending
parties. The intercession was not wholly re-
jected; but it was not immediately productive of
the desired effect. i

On the 16th of January the Grisons were
compelled to subscribe at Milan, three ‘;\ULE
conventions highly prejudicial to their in-
terests. According to these, the papal hierarchy
was to be restored in its full splendor; the Spa-
aiards were at all times to be allowed a free pass-
age through the Grison country; protestants
were, in less than six months, to dispose of all
their property in the Valteline and to quit the
valley, and,to submit to other humiliating con-~
ditions. - .

The protestants in the Gfisons were now
oppressed with more than usual rigor; and ’
.received such insults and ill-treatments from
th= Austriarr troops dispersed through their val-

“leys, that at length the inhabitants of the Pretti-
. gau
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‘gau rose against their tyrants, and expelled them.
The Austrian general collected some forces and
returned into the valley, but was immediately re~
pulsed; the conquerors, having taken L\/Iny(;uﬁeld
on the first of June, advanced betore Coire. ‘I he
heads of the leagues now met at Coire, and on
“the 27th of June declared a general amnesty, and
solemnly repealed the treaties of Milan.

A new inroad was attempted on the side of
Engadine, and the Austrians once more pene-
trated into the Prettigau. The distresses of the
wretched people of the leagues had now arrived
at a degree that baflles all description. The win-
ter was approaching, and most of their habitations
lay in ruins; their cattle had been carried off, and
their provisions had been consumed by rapacious -
hosts that had at- different times overran their
country ; the flower of their youth had fallen in
the ‘many bloody conflicts which they had sus-
tained; the horrors of war were succeeded by
famine, and famine by a train of diseases; and in
‘the midst of these accumulated calamities, they
were incessantly harassed by the cruelties and
barbarities of the Austrian soldiery, by whom
they were still surrounded. ’

% The king of France at length turned ap

1624, €ye of compassion upon this hapless

people, and resolved, in conjunction with
‘Savoy and Venice, to effectuate the deliverance
and restoration of their old ally. This, however,
could not be effected by mediation ; and Spain
in conjunction with the Pope on one hand, and -
France united to Savoy and Venic® on the other,
‘were now renewing their hostile prepz;rations,‘
which threatened the utter destructi¢h of this.al-
" ‘ready exhausted country, when, en the 5th oF
: March,
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March, France and Spain concluded a
treaty of peace at Mengon in Arragon, ]Aj‘,%
the conditions of which, as far as they ™~
related to the Grisons, were indcéd favourable in
appearance, but, in fact, by no means advan-
tageous. The three subject provinces were no-
minally restored to the leagues; but the powers.
of the government, especially in religious mat-
ters, were so circumscribed, that total alienation
would have been far preferable to such nugatory
sovereignty. In the mean time the fortresses in
the three subject provinces were dismantled, the
foreign troops evacuated the country, the people
reluctantly submitted to the dependence to which
they had been doomed by the contracting powers.
None but the Catholic religion was to be tolerated, °
and the people were to choose their own magi-
strates. In consequence the people of the Valteline
.cho'se a council of Regency, consisting chiefly of
the authors of the rebellion, at the head of which
they placed Robustell, the principal ringleader.
Thus, after many years of incessant alarms, blood-
shed, devastation, and distresses of every descrip-~
tion, this unhappy country was once more re-
stored to a temporary tranquillity, and a qualified
<independence.

In this year the Swiss cantons, prudently
anticipating the probable consequences to lbi%
‘themselves of that unhappy war which
during thirty years raged over all Europe, resolv=
«d to raise a sufficient force to secure the inlets
to their own country. In order to defray the
expences of this armament, a fax of one thou-

. -sandth part upon the capital of every individual
‘wras adoptéd. Some partial insurrections of the
ignorant or jealous peasantry were the result of

VOL. XVIII. ce
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this new taxation, which, however, the prompt
energy of the government, combined with a wise
moderation, soon suppressed; and two of the
most guilty of* the ringleaders were punished
with death, while rewards were bestowed upon
those who had remained loyal in the midst of in-
surrection.  Meanwhile the Swedish general
Wrangle had actually penetrated to the borders
of the lake of Constance, and, by possessing him-
self of the town and castle of Bregenz, had ob-
tained the command of the passes into the Tyrol,,
the Swiss Grisons, and even into Italy. At the
same time, the French under marshal Turenne,
co-operating with the Swedes, covered a large
portion of the norihern frontiers of Helvetia, and
were not always restrained by the neutrality of
the Swiss. On the other hand, the archduke of
Austria demanded of the confederates a supply
of troops for the defence of his territories, in vir-_
tue of the hereditary union. This demand, at
such a crisis of their affairs, the Swiss did not
comply with; and all that the archduke could ob-
tain from them was a free passage for his soldiers
through the Grison country. The Italian fron-
tiers of Switzerland were at the same time ex-
posed to the hostile attacks of the Spanish gow
vernor of Milan, who, in order to guard against
any sudden attack on the side of the Rhaetian Alps,
had collected a considerable force, and secured all
‘the posts and garrisons to the furthest extremity
of the lake of Como. Thus surrounded on all
sides by contending armies, the Swiss waved all
private feuds and animosities, and sent deputies to
a diet, which first assembled at Zuric, ‘and-after
removed to the town of Wyl in Thurdau in ordex_
to be nearer to the scene of actian, This diet
. . X } sent
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sent a deputation to general Wrangle, to remind
him of the friendship subsisting between the two -
nations, and to remonstrate against his further ap-
proach towards their frontiers. The Swede re-
tarned a courteous answer, and soon after led his
forces into Franconia; and the French about the
same time withdrew into the duchy of Wurtem-
burg. The belligerent powers, being at length
weary of war, listened to offers of accommoda-
tion, and sent plenipotentiaries to_a congress,
which assembled in the -Westphalian cities of
Munster and Osnabruck. The confederate can-~
tons, though not immediately implicated in the -
war, resolved, nevertheless, to avail themselves of
the oppogtunity which the assembly of this con-
gress afforded them, of establishing a right which
had long been an object of contention between
them and the empire. Some of the cantons, and
particularly Basle, had often complained that
“their inhabitants had been summoned before the
imperial chamber of Spire, which assumed a ju-
risdiction the Swiss had never acknowledged, and
against which they had repeatedly Temonstrated
with the emperor. This and some other points
of supremacy which the cantons thought they
Jhad a right to assert, induced them to name a re-
presentative to the congress, in order to have
their absolute independence authenticated by the
general recognition of the -principal powers of
Europe. Their choice for this important mission
“fell upon John Rudolph Wetstein, burgomaster
of Basle, who in every respect proved himself
worthy of tiie confidence that was reposed in
him. He found great reluctance on the part of
tlae Impertalists; but the French and Swedish
plenipotentiaries seeming inclined to favour the
i ec2 claims
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claims of Switzerland, the court of Vienna, une
willing to sacrifice the sole merit of gratifying
the Swiss nation to those two powers, gradually
acquiesced in their demands; and the confederacy
was acknowledged in the sixth article of the
treaty of Westphalia, as a state wholly independ-
ent of the empire, and consequently of every
power or jurisdiction upon earth,

ecs CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII,

From the Tnsurrection of the Peasantry in 1652, tg
the Treaty of Baden in 1718.
ONE of the most remarkable epochs in the
history of Switzerland is the insurrection of
the peasanty about the middle of the seventeenth
centary.

During the long and destructive war which
was terminated by the treaty of Westphalia, the
princes’of the empire had been induced to raise
their larger coins to nearly twice the nominal
value of their intrinsic worth ; and, in consequence
of this proceeding, some of the Swiss cantons

= found it expedient to reduce the st mdard weight
of some of their fracticnal coins nearly one-half.
After the conclusion of the war, the currency
having been restored to its original value, the
cantons of course ordered their light money to
be reduced from its nominal to its actual value:
at the same' time, however, providing against the
* inconveniences of a sudden change by a decree,
that all rents, dues, and taxes, should continue to
be received at the raised valuation. This regula-
tion, though as equitable as circumstauces per-
mitted, was nevertheless troublesome in its ope-
ration, and to the uninformed peasanfry it ap-
peared as an act of injustice.originating in the ma-
xrlatracy
<~About the same period the rmﬂstmtcs, in order
to prevent the frequent scarcity of salt, and the
gcC3 * mischiefs -

I
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mischiefs resulting from an occasional want of it,
took the supply of this necessary, and of the
article of , gunpowder, into their own exclusive
hands, and thus became monopolizers of the two
branches of trade. The country-people mur-
mured greatly at this encroachment upon their
rights; and a new duty imposed upon the ex-
portation of cattle, and an excise upon wine, be-
came at the same time additional causes of com-
plaint. The principal cause of disaffection among
the peasants, however, was the conduct of several
of the bailiffs. These persons being at this time
- elected by the votes of some of the principal of-
" ficers of the state, often obtained their employ-
ment by corrupt means, and sometimes became
" obnoxious to the people by their extortions and
injustice. The feelings of indignation and re-
sentment which the mal-administration of these
governors excited, the magisterial monopoly and
the excise laws no doubt aggravated ; and when*
once the spirit of disaffection is fomented, there
is always to be found a number of lesser or even
of imaginary evils to increase the agitation, and
still further to stimulate the fury; of the populace.
The first public marks of disaffection were ex-
hibited by the peasants of Lucerne in the year
1052. The district of Entilbach sent deputies to®
the capital, to demand that the coin should be
continued at its highest nominal value, or that
they should be allowed to pay their rents and pub-
lic contributions in kind. They were referred by
the senate to a committee, whose conduct was so
unbecomingly imperious, that the deputies quitted
them with disgust, and filled the whole country-
with their clamours and discontent. e Early ia
1053, three collectors were seut to a village in
i the
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the same district, to demand the payment of some
dues. The peasants instantly seized them, bound
and gagged them, and led them publicly out of the
village amidst the general tumult of ‘the inha-
bitants,. who declared, that if ever they or any
other collectors should return, they would be
much more severely treated. The senate, taking
alarm, sent their avoyer with a number of eccle-
siastical and other deputies to quell the disturb-
ances. These persons were received by the elders
of the district with great solemnity; but the peo-
ple, seizing the first moment of the absence of
their elders, armed ‘themselves with clubs, and
threatened the deputiés with acts of violence. On
the following morning the insurgents were again
in arms ; they hung out a white flag, and collect-
ed great numbers from all the neighbouring vil-
lages: they paraded about fourteen hundred in
number before the house where the deputies re-
sided, and, without shewing them the least mark
of respect, repaired to the church, whither they
summoned the deputies to attend them. In the
most peremptory language they demanded redress
concerning the coin, a repeal of several duties,
and an abrogation of the fines imposed upon them
by the extortionate bailiffs. The deputics remon-
strated, that they were not authorised to make
these concessions, and referred them to the su-
preme legislature : the peasants persisted in their
demands, and intimated that their neighbours of
Berne were ready tp join in the common cause.
. The Catholic cantons, with a view to restore tran-
quillity, sent a formal deputation to Lucerne,
which called upon the insurgents to lay their
gripvances in temperate and respectful language
before their own superiors, or before them theni-
selves, should they be accepted as arbiters. - The
peasants
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peasants drew up twenty-seven articles, which
the deputies presented to the senate, who author-
ised them to accede to some, but positively re-
jected the greater number. The peasants, upon
receiving this answer, seized and confined the
deputies, took possession of the principal posts
in the country, cut oft all communication with
the city, and"threatened to commit the utmost
violence. The magistrates immediately had re-
course to the remedy provided by the consti~
tution: they sent their requisition to Zuric,
whereby they officially summoned all the can-
tons ; and auxiliaries soon collected from vari-
ous quarters in and round Lucerne. The insur-
gents, being apprised of the vigorous measures
that had been taken, liberated the deputies, and
requested them to offer terms of accommodation.
They accordingly interceded, and obtained for the
deluded people some moderate conditions, which
were ratified on the 13th of March, and re-
stored a temporary tranquillity to the disordered
state.
The spirit of insarrection which was thus for
a time suppressed in Lucerne, spread rapidly
among the peasants of Emmenthal, and other
parts of the territories of Berne; who, when
called upon according to the constitution to march
against Lucerne, refused on various pretences to
obey the summons. While Zuric was devising
means tobring about a compromise, Schaffhausen,
Basle, and Mulhausen, fomented the discontents
by sending considerable bodies of troops to Bruck -
and Arau, and urging the neceSsity of speedy
coercion. The peasants spread the alarm througn
the country, came in force towards Arau, tnd
exclaimed loudly against the intervention of fo-
reign troops. The burghers of the towns uptf‘)u
he
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the banks of the Aar having engaged to defend
their own walls, the auxiliaries withdrew. Hav-
ing thus far accomplished their point, “the in-
surgents aequired more boldness, and roamed
throughout the country in wild disorder. They
formed an assembly at Langenthal, which sent de~
puties to Berne to propose terms. This con-
ference, however, and many subsequent- ones,
proved ineffectual, on account of the increasing
arrogance of the. insurgents. Their leaders ap-
plied to France for aid, and proposed an alliance ;
but the French ambassador rejected the offer
with disdain, and promised to co-operate earnestly
. with the magistrates against their seditious sub-
jects. An accommodation soon afterwards.took
place through the interposition of the protestant
cantons.  Scarcely however had it been con-
cluded, when the peasants of Lucerne renewed
the rebellion, and stigmatised with a charge of
“meanness and cowardice the Berne peasants, for
their submission to the deputies of the Protestant
cantons. They were immediately joined by the
peasants of Berne; and multitudes from various
districts'of T.ucerne, Basle, and Soleure, which
were now in a state of open rebellion, added to
their numbers. They assembled on the 13th of
April at Sumiswald, in the Emmenthal, where
they chose for their leader Nicholas Leunberger,
a peasant of Schoenholz, in the parish of Ruders-
wyl, and settled several points, which, consider-
ing the nature of the meeting, had more mode-
- ration in them than could have been expected.
They held a sécond meeting on the 13th of April,
2% Hutwyl, and summoned all the subjects of the
~“confederate* states to join in the common cause.
They then proceeded to station guards, to break
oper
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open letters, to detain messengers, and to seize
all the burghers of Berne that came within their
reach. They drove one of the bailiffs from his
residence ; at Wangen they insulted and mangled
all those who refused to join them ; advancing up
1~11e Aar, they spread consternation fo the very
gates of Berne, which however the magistrates
never ordered to be shut, still admitting free pass-
age to the insurgents as well as-to their loyal citi-
zens. Another meeting was held at Hutwyl, on
the 4th of May, which called upon the magis-
trates of Berne to send a deputation; charging
them to select for this purpose men of conciliat-
ing dispositions, and naming those that would be
most acceptable. The magistrates of Berne were
at the same time so desirous to restore tranquil-
lity, that they readily agreed to treat with the in-
surgents ; and, in compliance with the requisition
of the meeting at Hutwyl, sent six members of
their great council, and two ecclesiastics, to con-"
fer with Luenberger and his associates. The ne-
gociation- at first bore a favowable aspect; both
parties seemed inclined to make reasonable con-
cessions ; but the insurgents being apprised of
large reinforcements that were approaching from
different parts of, the four seditious cantons, thg
leaders assumed an overbearing spirit, Kept the
deputies waiting five hours in an outward roon,

while they renewed their compact with the heads
of the collecting bands, and bound themselves by

the most solemn oaths, to take exemplary venge-
ance on all who should dare to viclate the union.

The deputies, finding their endedours to. calm
the tumultuous assembly ineffectual, withdrews;

but sent immediately to propose another meeting
at Lagenthal. Leunberger accepted the offer;

. ' > but,
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but, among other scornful intimations, he ad-
monished them in bis answer, by all means to use
obsequious language, lest they should irritate the
peupl(,, and insisted that the meeting should be
held in the open air. The conferences were ac-
cordingly opened on the Gth of May, but proved
equally abortive; the deputies of Berne declining
to treat with any but their own subjects, whlch
the heads of the insurgents, considering the ex-
ception as an attempt to estrange them from each
other, rejected with indignation. On the follow-
ing day the Bernese deputies appeared once more
among the insurgents, and read to them a written
declaration, of the ample concession .which the
governiment was willing to make, amounting
nearly to the whole of their demands; but the
more one side receded, the higher bec{lmc the
PthLﬂblOl]S of the other; the deputles, at length,
perceiving that the Jcbds were determined to pre-
scribe unlimited conditions, returned to Berne.
On the 10th of May, the sovereign council in-
vested Sigismund d'Erlach with the chief com-
mand of the forces of the republic. The troops
dispersed in the Pays de Vaud, and on the lakes
of Neufchatel and Bienne, were ordered to as-
semble and approach the city ; and the neighbour-
ing cantons were called upon for speedy succour,
On the 11th of May, the rebels seized on the
important pass of Gumminen : some besieged the
town of Arberg, others occupied the strong post
at Windirh, while rfumbers, being joined by the
“people of the fiee bailliages, cntered the town of
.Mellingen on the Reuss. In order to preserve a
free communication with the insurgents of Basle,
t]ley endeavoured to obtain possession of the towns

of Bruck, Arau, and Zoffingen: but in these
attempts
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attempts they were not successful. A body se
numerous, undisciplined, acting without concert,
and without experienced leaders, soon felt a want
of effective energy in its operations. When the
force which the senate had ordered to apploach
from Neuville came to the gates of Arberg, it
found the place evacuated, and no enemy in the
vicinity. The peasants of Lucerne, who were
among the most daring of the insurgents, attempt-
ed their capital; but the auxiliaries which had
been called in from the forest cantons prevented
the success of their attempts. Leunberger, the
chief of the rebels, had fixed his head-quarters at
Oster-Mundingen, a village a few miles from
Berne. Parties from his force committed all sorts
of depredations in the circumjacent country, until
at length the Bernese opposed the predatory ex-
cusions of this licentious multitude by a large
body of troops, and the appearance of somg
heavy artillery. Leunberger was intimidated, and
demanded a parley, whichwas granted ; terms were
proposed and acceded to; and the very next day
after signing the articles, the rebels broke thens
by fresh hostilities. The magistrates became at
length weary of the treachery of the insurgents,
and determined to listen to no terms short of ab-
solute submission.

By this time an ample force had assembled near
Zuric, consisting of five thousand men from the
catholic and unrhl thousand men from the other
cantons : the fornier were headed by general
Zweyer, of Uri, a man of tried abilities both in’
the field and the cabinet; and the latter were,
under the orders of o'cueral ‘Werdmaller of Zuric,
who took the command of the wholt army. On
the 21st of May, Werdmaller advanced before

Mellingen,
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Mellingen, and the insurgents immediately fled
towards Lenezburg ; they tolled all the alarm-
bells, and sent a dispatch to Berne, complaining
that the government had not kept their faith with
thein, and denouncing the vengeance of God on
such perfidy.

On the 23d, Werdmuller advanced some par-
ties towards the posts of the insurgents, who, not
knowing how to repel them, immedia tely demand-
ed to treat. On the following day, however,
being joined by such numbers as increased their
army to twenty thousand men, they rejected all
conference, and immediately attacked the town of
Zoffingen, in the hope of cutting off all com-
munication between the Upper and the Lower
Argau. In this attempt they failed, as well as in
a succeeding one upon Mellingen, being repulsed
by the heavy fire from the artillery of the con-
federates. After these disasters, Leunberger again

" offered to treat: but the council of war answered,

that it was not for rebels to exact conditions ; that
they must all without delay return to their homes,

- and leave the adjustment of their differences and

the punishment of the ringleaders to" the discre-
tion of the magistrates. The deputies of the
rebels ostensibly submitted to these terms, and
agreed that the insurgents should lay down their
arms,

Meanwhile the troops of Berne had encamped
at Wangen ; and Leuenberger, anxious to extri-
cate himself from 4he danger which surrounded
him, implored the mercy of Berne, and pro-
_posed to the council of war at Mullingen, upon
condition of a general amnesty, to abstain from
‘further hosiilities and to disband his forces. The
magistrates of Berne would listen to no com-

DD promise,
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promise, and Erlach advanced to Langenthal, and
drove thé insurgents before him to the village of
Herzogenbuchs. Here they made a stand ; and
here was fought that ‘battle that terminated the
disturbances which at one time had threatened
the total overthrow of the Helvetic confederacy.
Erlach approached the body of rebels in three
columns; each of which met with the fiercest
opposition from the insurgents, who fought with
the utmost bravery. Being at length driven to-
wards the church, they availed themselves of a
strong wall that surrounded the burying-ground,and
made a desperate stand : ‘being however at length
overpowered by numbers, they retreated into the
woods, having first set fire to the village. Sixty
of them were taken prisoners, and condemned to
death by the council of war: others were sen-
tenced to fine and imprisonment. Seven of the
chiefs, men of venerable aspect, with hoary heads,
and spreading beards, were conducted to Basle,
and there publicly beheaded. Leuenberger after
his defeat had returned to his home, where he
hoped to lie concealed ; but he was betrayed and
seized in the night by the bailiff, who sent him
with varicus papers found in his house to the
prison at Berne. He persevered long in an ob-
stinate defiance of the magistrates; but being put
to the torture, he at length disclosed the names of
the principals in the rebellion, and avowed the
designs of the revolt. He was beheaded, and
his head, together with the written document of
the conspiracy, were nailed to the gallows, and *
his limbs were exposed on the highways. The
peasant who had officiated as his secrétary wds
likewise beheaded, and another of®the leaders
was hanged. The rebels of Lugerne, among
L whom
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whom were some of the burghers, were, at the
intercession of the four neighbouring cautons,
admitted to a lenient compromise.’ Those of
Entilbuch alone persisted in obstinate contu-
macy, until they were compelled by force to ac-
cept of terms less favourable indeed than they
might have earlier obtained, but far from rigor-
ous. Many of the insurgents had fled out of the
country, and about forty of them were seen near
Frankfort, who declared, that they were going to
solicit the duke of Lorraine to invade Switzer-
land, and avenge their cause. The emperor, how-
ever, published a manifesto, by -which he banish-
ed from his dominions and dependericies those
insurgents who might have taken refuge there ;
a measure of infinite importance, as it prevented
several states from interfering in these troubles,
who might have considered it to be their interest
to foment them.

‘While these events were passing in’ the bosom
of their own country, the protestant cantons were’
anxiously fixing their attention upon the progress
of the reformation in Europe, and by every means
in their power removing the obstacles that op-
posed it. For this purpose they even sent a de-
legate, the celebrated John Jacob Stocken, toEng-
land and to Holland, to heal the differences that
then subsisted between these two protestant coun-

-tries, which the Swiss wished to see united in
politics as in religion.

The Swiss Protestants also interfered in
the behalf of a society of the reformed
religion in tife Vaudois, who underwent

* the most cruel persecutions.
As longas.the county of Burgundy remained in
the . possession of the Spanish monarchy, the
DD 2 . Swiss

o R
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Swiss feltlittle apprehension concerning the safety
of their western frontier; and, confiding in the
natural strength of their other boundaries, had
not yet established any general rules for the de-
fence of their country against invasion. The
seizure of that province by Louis the Fourteenth,
although it was soon after restored at the peace
of Aix-la-Chapelle, first roused their apprehen-
sions, and induced them to consider of some re-
gulations for combining their forces in case of an
attack from foreign powers. At a general
diet held at Baden, a regulation was ac=
cordingly agreed to, which, under the
name of the Defensional, has to our days been
considered as the military code for the protection
of Switzerland. By this code the quotaof men
to be furnished by each canton and its dependen-
cies was settled ; stations were assigned for the
rendezvous of the troops; the number and ap-
pointment of officers were provided for ; articles of ©
war were framed ; and ample powers were vested
in a council of war for speedy and vigorous ex-
" ertions. At a subsequent diet, provision
1675, was made for the fortifying passes and
frontier towns, and for the supply of stores
and ammunition; and a fund was established to
be resorted to on cases of emergency.

In the year 1675 the protestant clergy, among
whom John Henry Heidegger took the lead, after
much correspondence and many conferences, at
length framed a religious gode, consisting of
twenty-five articles, which, under the name of
the Formula Consensus, was confirthed by a synod
at-Zuric; and soon after adopted by the other pro-
testant cantons and their dependenciess

The cruelties practised by the Roman-catho-

1 lics
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lics upon the Protestants, under the sanction of
Louis the Fourteenth, are monuments of infamy
to the memory of that bigotted libertine. About
the year 1682, the Hugonots, who had for nearly
a century, under the sanction of two solemn
edicts, enjoyed a toleration equally beneficial to
themselves and to their country, were compelled
by his persecution to forsake their home, their re-
lations, families, and country, and seck a refuge
among strangers. Many of these miserable fu-
gitives sought shelter in England and Holland ;
but the greater number naturally fled to these .
Protestant territories of Switzerland, whither a
similarity of language and manners, besides their
vicinity, invited them. The hospitable reception
which these victims of bigotry met with among
the Swiss, will ever remain recorded on the page
of history among the nablest of their actions;
and will reflect a glory on their annals far more
pure and not less brilliant than their most valiant
achievements in the field. -~ At two diets of -the
protestant cantons, held at Arau in the month of
October, measures were taken for the re- .
lief of the unhappy Hugonots. Some ﬁslz)
thousands were dispersed throughout the

towns and villages, principally in the Pays de
Vaud, and supplied with food and raiment, and
all other necessaries.

On. a public fast-day which was ordered on
the occasion, large sums were collected, not only
for the purpose of supplying the wants of the
destitute refugees, 'but, should occasion offer, for
affording assistance to such of their still more un-
happy brethren as had not been able to fly from
persecutiop. These cantons also sent-strong ad-
monitions to the electors of Saxony and Branden-!

3 DD 3 hurg,
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burg, the duke of Wurtemberg, and other Ger-
man princes, in whose territories these unfor-
tunate people were immediately permitted to seek
an asylum, and who received the benefits ade-
quate to their wants and sufferings. 5
In the month of January, the king of

?(;tg: Trance, not satisfied with exterminating the
Protestants in his dominions, prevailed

upon the duke of Savoy to renew the persecution
of them in the valleys of Piedmont. They were
driven without mercy from his dominions. Here
again the benevolent natives of the Swiss Pro-
testants shone forth. At the diet of Arau, held
in December of that year, they agreed to a regu-
{ation for distributing these exiles m different parts
of their territory : and being themselves unable
to provide for the whole influx, they negociated
with various German states, and with the States-
general, for adequate setdements for the numbers
they could not retain; and received great en-
couragement from the elector of Brandenburgh,
who oftered considerable tracts of land for colo-
nies, and ample provision for their establishment,
The Vaudois, on the other hand, were greatly
reluctant to remove to a region so remote and in-
clement, especially after having experienced the
hospitality and genial temperature of the Hel-
vetian dales. Many, rather than accept these ofters,
made fruitless efforts to obtain by force of arms
a settlement in their own soil again, but were
driven back upon the frontiers of Switzerland.
These felt the extreme of miisery, having for a
time been reduced to the necessity of subsisting
upon the wild produce of the fieid, and halt-
naked to seek shelter in the woods and caverns.
The diet at Arau, seeing no other alternative
i but
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but either to admit them once more or to abandon
them to certain perdition, preferred the former,
on a positive promise from the head of each
family that early in the next spring they would
seck an asylum elsewhere.  Notwithstanding
these promises, the cantons were for several years,
at intervals, obliged to afford these persecuted suf-
ferers an asylum, at an expence of which some
conjecture may be formed from the public ac-
counts of the city of Zuric from which it appears,
that above four hundred thousand florins had been
supplied by this single state from the public
funds, besides the private contribution, of which
no estimate can be made.

It was in the year 1702 that the inh#bitants of
the valley of Tockenburgh, after a series of dis-
putes and ineflectual remonstrances with their
abbot, appealed to the cantons of Schweitz and
Glaris for redress, laying before them a state-
ment of their grievances and ample evidence of
the truth of their allegations. After some hesita-
tion on the part of Schweitz, they atlength
came to the determination of affording a relief to
the oppressed ; and for this purpose to call upon
all the parties to renew their ancient compacts,
and thereby to restore all former privileges, and
remove every cause of future complaint. The
abbot, Leodigar Burgisser of Lucerne, not only
rejected the offer, but when the deputies of the
cantons came to the valleys of Tockenburg to at-
tend the solemnity, they were impeded by his
officers, and every cbstacle was raised against the

" intended pacification. Finding that the two
-=cantons would not desist from their purpose, he
" made an appeal to the Helvetic law of arbitration ;
and not meeting in this expedient the success he

- expected,

(AN
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expected, le forfeited his allegiance to the confe-
deracy by entering into a defensive treaty with
the emperor Leopold I. as archduke of Austria,
in which he claimed the right of calling forcign
troops into the country. The contest now involved
many parties, who all became equally violentand
tenacious. England, Holland, Prussia, Hanover,
and Hesse, tendered their friendly offices to-
wards aliaying the storm; and above all things
reprobated the armed interference of Austria in
the atlairs of the confederacy. The stubborn in=
veteracy of the parties, however, rendered nuga-
tory all the benevolent attempts that were made to
prevent hostilities ;- which in 1704 actually com-
menced. Berne and Zuric, who were by many pre-
vious compacts, and now by the express requisi-
tonof the Protestants of Tockenburg, called upon
“tointerposein this contest, sceing that an appeal to
the sword would be inevitable, made serious pre-
parations for war. Lucerne, Zug, Uri, Schweitz,;
and Underwalden, who had an equal right to in-
terfere, declaved their intention to support the
Catholics, and likewise prepared their forces for
hostilities.  John Ulric Nabholz, a citizen of
Zuric, was placed at the head of some forces; and,
aided by Poesh and Rudlinger, two Protestants
of the Vallais, took possession of the monasteries
of St. John andMagdenau, which by their situa-
tion commanded a great part of the country ; they
likewise secured many passes and strong holds,
broke down the bridges, and in a short tire be-
came masters of the whole valley. The catholic
cantons, on the other hand, sent #rces to occupy
the town of Baden, Bremgenten, and the whole of *

the freetbailliages, witha view to prevent the junc-
* tionof the troops of Berneand Zuric; and thus were
’ " : the

N
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the horrors of civil war at once spread through
the country. The abbot also collected all the
forces he could command in his peculiar territory
and dependencies ; and, taking with him all the
valuable effects of the abbey, resorted for refuge
to the town of Wyl.. On the sixteenth of May
the troops of Berne and Zuric advanced there,
with a view toattack it, and on the 22d found it
evacuated. Having stationed athousand men in
the town, they advanced roward St. Gall, reduced
the abbey and its territory, and penetrated as far
as Roshack on the lake of Constance, where they
likewise established a garrison. The two cantons
next directed their forces against the inyaders
of Baden and the free bailliages ; and after suc-
cessive days of victories, compelled the forces of
the five catholic cantons commanded by Crivelli
of Uri to surrender at discretion in the castle of
Baden. The military were suffered to withdraw
while all the burghers and people of the district
were disarmed. y

In the mean time the emperor held a diet at
Ratisbon, and obtained a decree censuring the
conduct of the two protestant cantons and au-
thorising him to reinstate the abbot in his domi-
nions. The cantons appealed in reply to the
treaty of Westphalia as the guarantee of the ab-
solute independence of every member of the con-
federacy. Negociation, however, was ineffectual,
and the mediation of several foreign powers
equally so. Considgrable bodies of Imperial
.and French troops approached the frontiers ; the
pope and severat cardinals supplied money to the
*tatholic confederates, for whose success prayers
were publicly offered up at Rome ; while England,
Holland, Prussia, and other protestant states,
: openly
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openly avowed their disapprobation of the inter-
ference of the empire in the domestic concerns of
the confederacy. ot
During several weeks of tedious negociation,
the greatest difficulties arose from the five catholic
cantons; nor was it till after the effusion of
much more blood that, satiated with disz.lster,
they at length sent deputies to a general diet at
Arau. On the third, ninth, and eleventh of August
the discussion took place ; and it was after much
debate resolved and agreed, that the catholic
cantons should accede to the treaty of the eigh-
teenth of July, and yield up their co-sovereignty
to the. joint-bailliages : and that they should not
only withhold all further aid from the abbot of
“St. Gall, but use their best endeavours to incline
him to pacific sentiments. The abbot, however,
declined to listeh to repeated offersof accommoda-
tion, as they were not sanctioned by the emperor;
and the cantons, equally resolute in their determi=
nation, would not permit the interference of any
foreign power. The inhabitants of Tockenburg
in the mean time had fallen a prey to insubordi-
nation, aud threw obstacles in the way of a ge-
neral pacification by the extravagance of their
demands. Notwithstanding all these obstacles
a congress was held at Roshach in 1714, where
terms were drawn up which seemed admissible to
all partics, except the abbot, who still per-
sisted in his appeal to the empire. Two years
afterwards another congress met at Baden with-
out effect: and in the fifth year after the peace-
of Arau, things still continued Unsettled, when
Berne resolved, without the concurrence of Zuric, ©
where the minds of the people werernot so much
mclined towards peace, to come to a separate ﬁan(;.
na
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final accommodation. Theabbot also, perceiving
himself feebly supported by the emperor, and
being unwilling to encounter any longer the dis-
tresses of a tedious exile, lent an ear at length to
the proposals that were once more offered him, and
matters were drawing to a conclusion, when that
prelate, after a long life of trouble and disappoint-
ed ambition, ended his days at Ravensburg. :He
was succeeded by Joseph Rudolphi, who, fortu-
nately for the reduced state of the abbey, was
of a pacific disposition. A congress which had
been convened at Baden, proceeded in its deliber-
ation ; and at length, notwithstanding some op-
position on the part of Zuric, and the remon-
strances of the Tockenburghers, thetreaty of peace
between the abbot, Berne, and Zuric, was
finally concluded, and on the fifteenth of June,
1718, publicly ratified by all the parties. Thus
terminated the war of Tockenburg, by a treaty
“which, in conjunction with that of Arau, may be
considered as the cement of the Helvetic con-
stitution as it remained for nearly the two fol-
lowing centuries,

CHAPT.
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CHAP. IX.

General View of the State of Switzerland, previous
3 to. the I'rench Revolution.

THE peace of Arau terminated “those intestine
struggles of the Swiss, which for so long a
period rent asunder the bonds of their union.

At that time a full and perfect understanding
took place among the cantons, which, during a
period of nearly two hundred years, was almost
wholly uninterrupted. By the treaty which was
then agreed to, no claims were left in doubt, no
complaints were adjourned or set aside ; but so.
clear and solid was the basis of their renewed
friendship, that their subsequent annals present
one uniform picture of unanimity, happiness, and
independence, until the recent date of that un-
principled attack upon their territories which has
tilled Europe with indignation, and fixed a stain
upon the arms of France, which all her victories,
however splendid, are unable to efface.

Previously to entering upon the detail of this
disgraceful transaction, we shall take a brief sur-
vey of the state of Switzerland and its govern-
ment, as it remained with scarcely any alteration
during that happy interval. P

The name of republic was improperly applied
to the government of Switzerland; as that design-
ation implies a fixed form of admihistration, a
concentrated authority, an executive power, and

a public
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a public revenue for the support of the constitu-
tion. The Helvetic confederacy possessed not
one of all these essentials of a commonwealth.
Tts origin and progress have been already de-
scribed ; and it must be evident, that it was sim-
" piy a. military association of ‘thirteen states, for
the purpose of defending conjointly their several
and separate rights and liberties. In all matters
that did not affect the compact of this union, every
canton was an absolute and independent state, re-
gulating its own concerns by its own laws. Fre-
quent instances have occurred wherein the can-
tons exercised this right of independence. They
often prohibited the current coin of their allies,
when of an improper value ; they prevented the
importation and exportation of merchandise at
pleasure ; they furnished troops to foreign powers,
and contracted any engagements with them that
did not militate against the principles of the
league.

The only article therefore in the government
of Switzerland which can be considered as con-
stitutionally applicable to the whole confederacy,
was the plan of national or general defence. By
this part of their compact it was arranged, that in
case of wars the cantons were to contribute a
quota of troops according to their ability ; and a
comparative estimate may bé formed of the dif-
ferent cantons,  from the following statement—

1. Zuric 5 " . 1400
2. Berne: te: o s . 2000
3. Lucerne Y s » 1200

4. Uri - . 5 . . 400
5. Schweitz . s sack IO
6. Underwalden e iy w00
7. Zug . 2 p s AO0
"EE 8. Glaris
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8. Glaris ’ . . 400
Q. Basle . - i . 400
10. Fribowg . 2 . 800
11. Soleure e, MR ‘ 600
12. Schaffhausen -. ¢ 400
13. Appenzel . . «  HOO e
The three allies v . 1400

viz. Abbey of St. Gall . 1000

City of St. Gall . . 200

: Bienne : . s 200

The subject provinces . 2400
The order or rank among the cantons as above laid
down, and which has been regularly observed in all
their public acts, aswell as in the assemblies of the
deputies, was sanctioned more by custom than by

any positive decree enacted for that purpose.

The annual custom of the meeting of de=
puties from the different cantons in order to
adjust and settle the concerns of each state, oc-
casioned the assembly of the general dicts at the
same place and at the same period of the year.
Formerly the place of mecting was Baden; but
after the treaty of peace in 1712, the little town
of Fauenfield was fixed upon for that purpose.
There were also particular diets : as those of the
eight ancient cantons ; those of the protestant

" cantons, with the deputies of’ Glaris and Appen-
zel; of the tdwns of St. Gallen, Bienne, and
. Mulhausen, called the Evangelical Conferences ;
those of the Roman-catholic cantons, with the
deputies of the Catholics of: Glaris and Appen-

zel ; and of the abbot of St. Gall, and of the re- -
public of the Vallais. The places’of meeting for
these diets were different, according to the trea-
ties of alliance with the confederate states who ap-
pointed them. The general diet was held once a-
) year,
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year, and continued sitting one month : the other
diets met only upon particular occasions. *

The chief intention of the Helvetic confe-
deracy being a junction of their military strength
to oppose the standing armies of their neighbours *
which ‘might be brought into the field against
them, it was necessary for this purpose to keep
a force equally ready to take the ficld, well armed
and disciplined. As, however, the measure of a
standing army is repugnant to the spirit of a free
people, the Swiss had recourse to a scheme which
formed a regular army without endangering their
liberties. Their youth were diligently trained to
arms; the whole people were enrolled and re-
gularly exercised ; and a large body.of well-dis-
ciplined troops were constantly employed in the
service of foreign powers, from whence they
could at the shortest notice be recalled in the hour
of danger. 3

Respecting the policy of engaging their soldiers
in foreign service, much discussion has taken
place. It has been contended on one hand, ihat,
independently of the advantage of having a body
of forces well disciplined which could be re-
called at a moment’s notice, it kept up the mili-
tary spirit and national ardour of the people during
a state of peace; and it also became the interest
of those states wha subsidised. their forces, not to
foment any division among them which might
render -the presence of these forces necessary at
home. On the othey hand it has been urged, that
this system introduced improper habits among the
highest and thé lowest orders of the peopie, ren-

I dering them dissatisfied with their situation, at the

same time ¢hat it drained the towns of their inha-
bitants. .

The canton of Zuric, which is considered the
EE2 first

N
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first in rank of the Helvetic confederacy, is divided
into thirty-seven bailliages, nineteen of which are
denominated Interior, being in the vicinity of the’
capital, and the others are called Exterior. They
were under the government of bailiffs nominated
by the sovereign council, who were divided inge
three classes: the first class were denominated
administrators ; they were ten in number, and
were entrusted with the collecting of the public
revenue : the second consisted of’ nineteen mem-
bers, who were the directors of such public bu-
siness as was necessarily transacted in the seat of
government : and the third was composed of those
bailiffs whoresidedin the villages and in the fortified
towns, and who were appointed to posts of in-
ferior consequence. LThis class comprised thirteen
in number.— The bailiffs were invested with con-
siderable powers : those of Kyburgh and Gro-
ningen pass 'capital sentence and inflict the tor-
ture ; the others could only arrest and examine
delinquents, and punish petty offences by whip-
ping, or banishment from the bailliage. In capital
cases they sent the prisoner for trial to Zuaric.
The canton of Zuric is extremely populous; it
was estimated to have contained 174,572 inha-
bitants in the year 1784, 10,500 of which popu-
lation belonged to the capital. The govern-
ment of Zuric was a mixtwre of the aristo-
cratic and democratic forms, The sovereignty
was lodged with the burgesses of the town, who
amounted to about two thousand; but a "very
narrow policy prevailed in thé admission of new
members into this body, insomuch so, that for
the last one hundred and fifty years, that honour
has never been bestowed. On, the 7th of

1661, January, the council resolved to make no
more burghers, and resolutety adhered to

‘ their

— e
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their determination. The burghers of Zuric en-
joyed the exclusive right of commerce, the elec-
tion of their magistrates, and the administration
of the public revenue: they were divided into
thirteen tribes, one of which was called Constayet,

_or the tribe of nobles, although latterly it was
not confined to persons of that order. This tribe
deputed eighteen members to the sovereign coun-
cil, and six to the senate ; whereas.each..of the
others sent only twelve to the former and six to
the latter. -

The legislative authority was vested in a soye-~
reign council of two hundred ; which however,
in fact, consisted of two hundred and twelve
members, who were drawn from the thirteen
tribes, and comprised the senate or little council,

- which was composed of fifty members. 1o these
were added two burgomasters, who were elected
by the burghers, and governed alternately every
six months. The senate judged in all cases, civil
and criminal : in the former, however, their sen-
tence might be appealed from to the council of
Two Hundred ; but in the latter their decision
was final. A burgher of Zuric was qualified to
vote at twenty years of age, he was eligible to
aseatin the sovereign council at thirty, and to one
in the senate at thirty-five. Their code of criminal
law was imperfect if not obsolete, and much
power therefore rested in the hands of the magis-~
trates, to whose discretion all juridical proceed-
ings were, in a great degree, necessarily consign-
ed. Their revenués have been calculated not to

" "have exceeded635,000!. per annum ; and yet such
-+ was the simplicity and economy of their govern-
ment, that the state was not- only without debts,
but had actually accumulated a considerable sum

) st EE 3 from.

* -
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from its annual savings, which was lodged in the
public treasury as a provision against any sudden
emergency.

The clergy of the canton were divided into
nine deaneries, those of the common bailliages into
four chapters; the first consisted of one hundred
and fifty ministers, the second of sixty-one.”~A
synod was held at Zuric twice in the year, the
president of which was called the Antistes. The
education of their youth was made a matter of
state, and was placed under the direction of the go-
vernment. As the head of the thirteen cantons,
Zuric always maintained considerable influence in
the general diet; and was respected as the most
independent and incorrupt of all the confederates.

The canton of Berne, is the largest in Swit-
zerland : its government was aristocratic; but
the mildness of its administration and the equity
of its laws rendered the state more happy and
even free than many democracies. The peasantry
constituted the greatest part of the community ;
and they enjoyed the full protection of their go-
vernment.

The city was at first divided into four abbayes,
or tribes, which contained four companies of
trade. Each company elected from its own body
a banneret as its chief; who together formed the
first military officers, and governed the republic.
By these were chosen sixteen of the principal
burghers, four from each quarter, who assisted at
deliberations of importance ; and as late as the
last century, they with the baunerets retained the
right of electing the council of d'wo Hundred,
or Great Council. This council, in which all the
other colleges were united under the title of Ad-
voyer, Council, and Burghers -of theé Town and
: . Republic
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Republic of Berne, exercised the sovereign power ;
and when complete, it consisted of two hundred
and ninefy-nine members. The executive powers
of government were delegated by the sovereign
council to the senate, chosen by themselves from
their own body : the former assembled ordinarily
three”times a-week ; and the senate every day,
Sundays excepted. The senate, comprising the
two advoyers or chiefs of the republic, consisted
of twenty-seven members; and from this select
body the principal magistrates of the state were
chosen.

The canton of Berne was divided into a certain
numberof districts, fromwhich bailiffs were chosen
for the sovereign council. Formesly the bailiffs
were taken indifferently from the senate or Great
Council, and nominated by the bannerets: but
this mode of election was altered, and
from that time they were chosen by lot. ="
The several bailiffs were invested with the
right of sovereign power in their respective dis-
tricts. The clergy of Berne of the German dis-
trict were divided into eight synods as chapters,
which assembled separately every year. The Pays
de Vaud was divided into five classes. The
church benefices throughout the canton were at
the disposal of thé senate; except those of the
capital which were in the gift of the great coun-
cil, and the private benefices which depended
qapon the recommendation of the patrons.

The cantons of Lucerne, Fribourg, and Soleure,
differed but Jittle in*their governm(,nt from that

" of Berne. The numbers of their councils and
senates varied, and in some respects they were
differently elected; but in all the material prin-
ciples of thelr pohtxcal economy they were similar,
. ; Basle

S

£
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Basle had no nobility. The burghers were in-
corporated into eighteen tribes; three of which,
belonging to Little Basle, were blended into the
fifteen of the great towns in the election of sena-
tors, but retained their separate votes in the no-
mination of counscllors. The citizens at large  _
were allowed no share in these elections. <=~

The government of Schaffhausen consisted also
of a senate and council who were «lected by
twelve tribes or abbayes, two burgomasters, a
stadtholder or pro-consul, and two treasurers who
were appointed by the council. The governments
of the six remaining cantons being entirely demo-
cratical, the sovereign authority in all, of course,
resided with the’ people. At Uri the people,
amounting to about four thousand, met on stated
days, generally once a-year, in an open field. At
these assemblies, which were called the commu-
nities of the country, each male of the age of
sixteen had a suffrage. They were opened bye
solemn prayers and oaths of fidelity and alle-
giance. Their magistrates were then elected ;
deputies were named for the general diets or
forcign missions, and all business of more than
common importance transacted.

The canton of Schweitz comprised six com-
munities, each of which returned ten members
to the council of regency. The Street Court
was an institution peculiar to this canton. The
lieutenant of police, on receiving a complaint,
called together seven of the first competent per-
sons he met with in his way; who, having heard
both parties, immediately declared their opinion
concerning the dispute.

The canton of Underwalden comprised two
grand divisions, each consisting of six communi-
. i . ties
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ties or parishes—Zug, the smallest of the can-
tons, consisting only of five communities, had a
more complicated government, than any of the
democratic states. It had its general assembly
held in a public place at Zug, into which no ec-
“~clegiastic was admitied: this exclusion however
extended only to the elections of the chief magi~
strates; all other concerns were debated in the
separate communities, and the majority of their
divisions was conclusive. The council: of  re~
gency possessed the executive power. ‘
The canton of Glaris was exactly similar in its
civil institutions to the other democratic cantons :
but having a mixed religion, its chief magistrates
were taken alternatively from the Catholics and
the Protestants; the latter however remained
three and the former only two years in office.
Whenever the landamman was a,_Catholic, his
lieutenant or stadtholder was a Protestant, and if
®he was a Protestant his deputy was a Catholic.
The council of regency consisted of forty-eight
protestant and fifteen Catholic members. Each
communion bad its particular court of justice;
and when the parties were of different religions, it
was decreed that the assessor, who might have the
casting vote, should be of the same religion as the
defendant, each religion had also its particular
assembly, treasury, and arsenal.

" The canton of Appenzel, boing likewise of a
mixad religion, was separated into distinct dis=
tricts, each of which had its general assembly,

. its treasury, and police : but though each sent a
. deputy to the Telvetic diet, they had together
= but one vote; unless they agreed in this it was of

no avail. 2
From this view of the Helvetic confederacy,

.l | ;

il

et »
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it will appear, that the most powerful cantons
were aristocracies ; the smaller ones democracies ;
and one or two of a mixture of aristocracy and
democracy. Yet even in the most tyrannical of
them, the happy inhabitants possessed a greater
share of real liberty than was ever enjoyed under—=
the government of any republic.

The confederate and associated allies of the
cantons possessed in like manner the advantages
of frecdom and independence. Thus the whole
territory of Switzerland, under the protection of
the Helvetic league, became, and for ages con-
tinued, an industrious, a free, a blameless, and a
happy nation. - Happy had it been for them, if
when attacked by their insidious and artful neigh-
bours the French, the inhabitants of all Helvetia
had united, as of old, in repelling the interference

~and the encroachments of foreign power. Their
~onstitution, so admirably calculated to sccure
their internal tranquillity, would still more have*
secured them, if; in addition to the natural strength
of their country, they had unanimously joined in
calling forth their energies, their bravery, and
their zeal ; and under one banner had resisted the
modern Gauls, with that spirit of enthusiastic va-
lour which defeated the attempts of Austria, of
Burgundy, and of their own nobles, to bend the
necks of freemen to the yoke of slaves.
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CHAP. X.

Dissolution of the Helvetic Confederacy; and Con=
quest of Switzerland by the French.

HE influence of the French revolution was
carly experienced in the cantons of Switzer-

land. The cries of liberty and equality were
echoed with a martial voice in those sequestered
vales whick peace, content, and .industry, had
made their residence for ages. The artless pea-
santry of these countries were not more easily
seduced than they were enthusiastically inflamed,
when once the fever of revolt had seized them.
‘At the same time unfortunately the governors of
these deluded men were ill adapted to the new
and dangerous complexion of the times.” The
people throughout the country were armed: and
what recourse has the magistracy of an armed
nation separate from its loyalty and love >—That
there existed in Switzerland some grievances
which  ought to have been redressed, may be
safely admitted, without affording to the cause of

- those traitors who could repose confidence in fo-
reign aid, a shadow of excuse for their perfidious
and foolish policy. ,At Zuric and at Basle, for
-instance, the citizens engrossed not only all the
- authority and €moluments of government, but
“even to a certain degree monopolised the best
parts of the sprofits resulting from the industry of
the iphabitants, The ipequality which occasion-
B ; 3 ed
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-
ed this, though far from unjust and oppressive in

its origin, had grown into an evil which it behoved

the wisdom of the higher orders to have corrected

before its effects became grievous to the poor
and lower classes. The peasantry in the neigh-

bourhood of the lake of Zuric, and in the-zural

districts of Basle, who were actually galled by this

oppression, having once heard the cry of eman-

cipation and equality, stood in little need of French

emisaries to urge them to a claim of equal rights :

and we find accordingly that a spirit of dissaffec-

tion was rapidly spreading among them from the

dawn of the French revolution. The Pays de

Vaud, from a variety of causes, was in a state of
discontent still more dangerous, inasmuch as there

the disaffected were of a higher class. These

symptoms of rising disaffection might easily have

been suppressed by a proper conduct in the ma-

gistrates of the different districts where it was_
eyinced. The bulk of the Swiss nation were too

eonscious of the actual blessings they enjoyed to

desire to change them for phantoms of theoretical

freedom; and a wise combination of energy and

conciliation, by redressing real grievances and

silencing seditious and unfounded clamours, would

have united all parties in the confederacy.

The unhappy events which followed the oppo-
site line of conduct prove how fatal is a tempo-
rising spirit in a crisis of importance. Yet the"
same torpid and pusillanimous counsels unfortu-
nately continued to influence the confederacy at
large, after repeated insults bestowed upon them-
by the French. And as the magistrates had been .
silent observers alike of the wrongs and the
crimes of the discontented at home,-so the whole
Helvetic diet, assembled at Arau, determined

' E stedfadely
- ) N
) .

’ S -~



” SWITZERLAND. 325

stedfastly to observe a strict neutrality between .
France and the states with whom she was at war.
How fecble was the policy of this decision, events
have fully demonstrated.

In the mean time the emissaries of France were
opposing to this system of inertion a spirit of the
most active intrigue among the disaffected, espe~
cially in the Pays de Vaud.

The firstexplosion was on the second anniversary
of the demolition‘of the Bastile, which Amadeus
la Harpe caused to be celebrated with great festi-
vity in many of the Helvetic towns in the lake of
Geneva. | The supreme council of Berne, being
apprised of the commotion which ensued, sent
thither a special commission, attended by a force
of three thousand men. The commission was
opened at Rolle, and was appointed to hear griev-
ances, as well as to punish the insurgents. 'Whe-
ther the people were awed by the presence of

“the troops, or whether no real cause of complaint
existed, it is certain none of the least consequence
were exhibited to the commission, who had little
clse to do than to try the ringleaders, several of
whom were punished by confinement, and others
in: asmildegway. © La Harpe and several others
fled ; who, by this step, having incurred the pe--
nalties of " high treason, were sentenced to suffer
death if ever they returned to the territories of the

+ republic. =

The rest of Switzerland was as yet in a state of

J perfect tranquillity, when war having been de-

" .clared between France and the emperor, one of
the first operatibns of the former was to take
~ possession of the district of Porentric.

Another French afmy, under general Montes-
quiou, soon after took possession of tlie duchy of

VUL, AVIILS Pl . Savoy.
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Savoy. He was ostcnsubly directed to pay cluc,
respect to the neutrality of the Ielvetic body,
and strictly obeyed his instructions. The Swiss,
at the requisition of Geneva, without any view to
an infraction of their neutrality, marched sixteen
hundred men into that city, consisting of trgops
from the cantons of Zuric and Berne. The French
howevyer viewed this movement in a less impar-
tial light, and ordered their general to advance
against these troops with avowed hostile inten-
tion : a convention however was signed soon after,
by which both Swiss and French were to withdraw
within a certain distance of Geneva.

From this period the cantons persisted in their
fatal neutrality, notwithstanding overtures from
both Sardinia and Austria, sohulmg them to join -
the coalition. They were however obliged to
draw the sword, when Austria was compelled to
sheath it by a series of disasters.

The directory of France had now be-*®

‘?'%' come daring by the peace which they had

dictated to the emperor, and which it is
more than probable a timely co-operation- of the
Swiss might at least have rendered less humiliat-
ing. The very moment when the plenipotentiaries
of the directory were hastening the dull forms of
German diplomacy, by the most solemn assur-
ances that the French government panted for
tranquillity, war.was suddenly declared againsts
Switzerland, which, after a peace which had
lasted for ages, was now dgomed to experience \
all the horrors of the most rancorous hostility, .

Towards the latter end of the year 1797 cer-
tain menacing demands had been made on the §
Swiss cantons in general : but the thunder was
expected to have spent its rage on Berne ; and the

% Helvetic -
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Helvetic diet, chiefly at the instance of that state,
immediately determined on a levy of twenty-six
thousand men, while the armed force of two
cantons was sent into the Pays de Vaud. These
troops were confided to the command of colonel ,
de Weiss, who had served in the capacity of a
field officer during the French monarchy, and-
who, by his influence in Switzerland and at Paris;
had hitherto been the medium of preventmcr ho-
stilities.

No sooner did the French government learn
that Berne and I rlbouxg had d1sp'{tched a body of
soldiers and a train of artillery into the Pays de
Vaud for the purpose of pum-;hmn‘ a new insur~
rection, than a division which had just returned
from Italy Was -put in motion, and general Me-
nard sent an aide-de-camp to the head-quarters at
Yverden, with an intimation, that the inhabitants
of all the bailliages must be permitted to organ-
ise a government for themselves, and in case
any violence were oﬁeled to them, force should
be repelled by for ce.~ But this officer and all his
escort, being mistaken perhaps for an advanced
guard, were, "either killed or wounded ; and the
minds of beth. aimies became more embittered
against each other. The Vaudois in the mean time
per severcd in - their revolutionary intention; and
having sent deputies from every district to Lau-

, sanne, there, after considerable debate, published

a declaration, that they had-adopted a democrati-
cal form of government, and assumed the appella-
“tion of tic Republic of Leman. On this the

~ cantons of Bas]e, Zuric, and Lucerne, wisely
determined to yield to necessity; and, perceiving
that their subjects were electrified ‘with the suc-
cesses of the , Vaudois, they restored to them

¥F 2 all
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all their rights and franchises, and thus insured .
the continuance of their fidelity. But the senates
of Berne, Fribourg, and Soleure, imagining them-
selves still able to maintain their ancient tyranny,
did not exhibit equal condescension. The first
of these, however, had recourse to a weak-and
temporising policy ; * and, while the sovereign
council secretly prepared for war, an intimation
was given that the government would henceforth
exhibit a paternal affection for all its subjects, and,
provided the majority of the bailiwicks consented
to the recent changes, they should be fully con-
firmed after the lapse of a year.
The senate also sent an embassy to Paris, with
an offer to accommodate all existing disputes in
any manner ‘“ not inconsistent with the inde-
‘pendence of a free people:” but the deputies
were ordered to return ; and it was intimated as
the price of peace, “ that the ancient magistrates _
were to be dismissed; the secret council, and that
of the war department, suppressed; and a new
constitution, founded on democratical principles,
established.” On hearing this degrading propo-
sition, the patrician families determined upon re-
sistance ;' and colonel De Weiss having resigned
the command of ‘the troops, an army of twenty-
five thousand men was entrusted to the care of
the baron D’Erlach D'Hindlebanck, who had for-
merly attained the rank of maréschal-de-camp in
the French service, and was now but too eager
to decide the fate of his ceuntry in a pitched
battle. # 2
In the mean time the managen"xent of the war &
being confided by the directory to general Brune,
an officer who had distinguished hirhself in the
ltalian campaigns, he immediately entered_ the
territories
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territories of Berne, and published a proclamation,
containing professions but too little attended to in
the sequel. <

<« Citizens,” said he, ¢ .the French soldiers
who penetrate into your valleys are your friends
and brethren ; they carry arms for no other pur~
pose than to annihilate tyranny : their sole aim i
to restore that liberty which you cherish;

< From the commencement of the revolution,
those who rule the aristocratical cantons of Switz-
erland have secretly aided the powers leagued
against France; and they have not failed to assert,
that we intended to subjugate Helvetia: but
neither ambition nor avarice shall ever dishonour
the steps I now take in the name of the republic.

¢ Friends to thegenerousdescendants of William
Tell, it is only to punish the criminal invasion of
your rights that we now appear in arms among you.
Banish from your minds all uneasiness relative to
the political independence and integrity of your
territories! The government of which I am the
organ will guarantee these to you : its intentions
shall be religiously seconded by my comapanions
in arms. = Be free—France invites, nature com-
mands it : and to enjoy this precious advantage
you have only to express the wish !

Some unsuccessful attempts were now made to
obtain a truce ; but a body of the invaders having
advanced. agajnst the castle of Dornoch, seized

without any difficulty on that little fortress, while”

thirteen thousand summoned Soleure, which im-
mediately opéned its gates. Fribourg, better
prepared for resistance, deterniined to oppose the
French ; but Brune having advanced at the head
of a column, notwithstanding the gallant resist-
aice of the garrison, headed by Yerrer the avoyer,

g - FF3 . who
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who perished upon the occasion, took it by as-
sault. Such, however, was the discipline still
observed by the army, that no excess followed an
event supposed to justify pillage: on the con-
trary, the people were invited to assemble and
choose a provisional government, while the patri-
cians cheerfully resigned the helm, happy at
escaping from the rigors of confiscation and
death.

As the troops of Berne retired, and those of
France advanced towards the capital of the can-
ton, mutiny and disaffection became prevalent in
the former, while terror and dismay preceded the
march of the latter. At length the magistrates,
perceiving that the levy of the landstiwrm, or
peasantry, instead of meliorating, rendered
their own situation more desperate; determined
on abdicating employments which they had

. no prospect of maintaining ; and the popular
party, headed by Tiller and Bay, baving obtained
the superiority in the council, a provisional re-
gency was nominated, and intelligence of
this sudden revolution conveyed to the French
general.

But as the troops still held out, and the defiles
were in their power, Brune took the necessary
measures to secure possession of the city. He
accordingly sent a large detachment against and
carried Guimene, a post. defended by numerous
batteries ; while another column, under general
Pigeon, forced the pass of Neveneck on the suc-
ceeding morning, after an engagement of five
bours, during which both sides displayed prodi-
gies of valour.

General D'Erlach; assisted by the avayer Stei-

' guer, who, notwithstanding his advanged ﬂﬁge,

= ad



SWITZERLAND. 331

had repaired to the army, rallied his men in suc-
cession at Uteren and Grauholtz ; but Schawem-
bourg, after penetrating into: the heart of the
country, and defeating a body of the enemy on
the heights of Altmerchirgen, having made a
forced march on purpose to effect a junction with
Brune, the latter appeared before Berne, which
immediately opened its gates. The Swiss troops
then retired under the cannon of the fortress of
Arbourg, where they were again beaten; on
which the soldiery, suspecting treachery, massa-
cred several of their officers, and among others
the brave ID'Erlach fell a sacrifice to their unjust
suspicions . .

The French had now exacted a bloody retalia-
tion for the insults offered to themselves, as well
as the assistance afforded by the aristocracy of
Berne to their enemies ; and after displacing the
ruling families, changing the nature of the go-
vernment, and sending the most violent of their
opponents into exile, it was to be hoped that,
content with the treasures of the state and the
niilitary contributions exacted for the supply of
the invading ariy, they would now retire. —In
that case no one would have lamented the fate of
the patricians, who, forgetting the principles that
had hitherto secured their own consequence as
well as the tranquillity of the state, had departed

* General D’Erlach, whose family contributed to rescue
Switzerland from the dominion offthe house of Austria, dis-
played the most heroic, courage during' the whole of the
contest with France. On being summoned by general Brune
to deliver up Morzs, where some of his progenitors had fallen
in a battle that proved fatal to the invaders, he transmitted the
following gallant and laconic reply : “ My ancestors never”
surrendered ; and were I'such a coward as to think cf it, the
bones of the Burgundians, now before my eyes, would preclude
the ppssibility of guch a humiliation.” - frt
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from the prudent system of a rigorous neutrality,
and incurred the just resentment of a great na-
tion. The emancipation of the Vaudois from a
cruel vassalage would at the same time have re-
flected honour on the arms of the invaders, and
extorted the unwilling plaudits even of rival pa-
tions. ;

« But the directory, actuated by a more selfish
policy, had determined on the subjugation of
Switzerland, and’ began already to calculate the
immense advantages likely to be derived from its
possession ' in case of the renewal of hostilities.
It was accordingly resolved to change the form of
the government fiom a federal into an united
republic, which, by means of a close and intimate
union with France, might be held in continual
dependence. \

The cantons of Berne, Zuric,* Soleure, and
Friburg, intimidated by recent events, willingly
acceded to the proposition ; and, while they deemed
themselves lucky to, escape complete subjection
on one hand, secretly rejoiced, no doubt, to think,
on the other, thatin consequence of their wealth
and numbers they would  still retain great in-
{luenee in the general diet: but the smaller states
of (%fi, Schweitz, Underwalden, Glaris, and Ap-
penzel, attached to the democratical system of
goverament which had so long guaranteed their

. liberty as well as secured their happiness, and an-
ticipating perhaps the superior consequence of

their more wealthy co-estates, were not desirous

of clmn“ée. Instead, therefore, of sending de-

puties sto ‘the meeting assembled® at - Arau, their

<commissioners met at Brennen, and transmitted
a memorial to the French general, in which they

stated, ““sthat there was only one single objection

in




BWITZERLAND, 858

in the government of their cantons, relative to
which the republic, in conformity to her own
principles, could desire a change : this has been
obviated,”- added they, “ and we no longer re-
cognise any portion of the people as subjects ; all
are henceforth to enjoy equal franchises. A na-
tion which, amidst its native mountains, possesses
no other property than its flocks, religion, and
liberty, solemmnly promises every mark of attach-
ment not incompatible with its independence.
We are ready to enter into a sacred engagement
never to take up arms against France, and we
demand in return the maintenahce of a consti-
tution which recognises for its basis the sovereignty
of the people, and has conferred upon us ages of
happiness.” -

Sentiments such as these could neither disarm _
the inflexible severity of the directory, nor meet
even with the assent of such of the inhabitants of
the greater cantons as had deiermined on a com-
plete revolution throughout the whole of Switzer-
land. The latter having chosen a legislature,
Arau was pitched upon as the scene of its deliber-
ations; and one of the first operations that took
place was the nomination of an executive, con-
sisting of five members; who were to be entrust-
ed with the government of the whole of Helvetm,
the country of the Grisons alone excepted, the in-
habitants having determined not to admit of any
innovation whatsoever.

The democratical cantons refused. however to
send deputies tp the new assembly, or to recognise
its authority ; and while the latter invoked the
assistance of France to enforce obedience to its
decrees, the former entered into a mutual league
for, the preservation of their ancient franchises.

Having
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Having assembled in arms, and appointed Para-
vicini their leader, they seized on Lucerne and
menaced Zuric ; but finding it impossible to
awaken the slumbering spirit of resistance among
their countrymen, and by one grand national
effort expel the invaders, they thought propesr to
retire to the fastnesses of their native mountains,
and took post near the lake of Zug.

The French, commanded by general Schawen-
burg, immediately advanced in great force against
them, and commenced an attack. The leader of
the confederates, perceiving that valour alone was
unavailing_against saperior numbers, recurred to
one of the stratagems of war, and by a feigned
retreat, expressly calculated to punish the fiery
character of the foe, enticed the assailants into an
ambuscade, in consequence of which a complete
defeat ensued. What the aristocratical cantons,
guided by a few interested families, had been un-
able to effect, was thus achieved by a hardy pea-
santry, accustomed to the enjoyment, and warmed
with the love, of liberty. The career of the
French was now for the first time stopped in
Switzerland, in consequence of a bloody battle,
during w 111(:11 several thousand of them perished :
this was soon after followed by a treaty, in which,
although it was agreed to accept of the new con-
stitution as a bog “of general union, yet an ex-
press stipulation was entered m"ﬁo, that the inter-
nal government' of the smaller cantons should
continue_as befme, and they- were at the same
time e\empted from any contribution whatever. -

This pacxhcatxon, dictated partly from -policy
and partly from necessity, was neither agreeable
to the French nor the Helvetic director y; and
untouuuatcly a pretext was speedily afforded fior

. ¥ the
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the renewal of hostilities, as Underwalden, ex-
hibiting a fastidious perseverance, obstinately re-
fused to accede to any conditions whatever.

On this the French marched a large body of
troops, accompanied by artillery, into that canton ;
and, after a terrible battle of two days’ duration,
during which clubs and_spears were in vain op-
posed to musquets and bayonets, and fragments
from the rock to a regular artillery, the hardy
mountaineers were.overcome, the town of Standtz
taken by assault, the houses in its beautiful valley
destroyed by fire, the inhabitants nearly extermi-
nated, and neither age nor sex ‘spared by a furious
and implacable soldiery. After this all the Siwiss
subscribed to the new constitution, Lucerne was
chosen as the seat of government, and an alliance
offensive and defensive entered into between the
Gallic and Helvetic republics. But even that
circumstance did not prevent the rapacity of the
French directory, who still continued to levy con-
tributions and impose exactions with a most un-
pardonable severity ; and those once happy re-
gions, instead of enjoying some consolation from
the conciliating manners of their diplomatic agents,
experiencedéa new subject of complaint in the in-
solent demeanour and haughty demands of those
whom they had envrusted with their confidence*.

Thus, atter enjoying the sweets of independence
since the commencement of the fourteenth cen-
tury, when the fortunate issue of a contest with
Albert of Austria laid the foundation of their
-liberties, and also produced perhaps the revolu-
tions in England, America, and France, the fede-

‘* Mengaud and Rapingt.
= rate
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tate republics of Switzerland were overcome by
a foreign enemy, and obliged-to change the form
of their government. The pretext for their
ruin originated in the notorious injustice of the
canton of Berne to the little states subjected to
its dominion; and this intolerable yoke, _in-
stead of* being lightened, was increased during a
war which had effected so many memorable
changes. The magistrates, the chief of whom
either perished in the field or sought refuge in
the dominions of Austria, when it was too late
endeavoured to obliterate their former wrongs by
reluctant concessions : they were unable however
to obtain the confidence of a people whom they
bad so long deceived, and by their fall, which
ultimately involved that of their more virtuous
allies, exhibited a flagrant proof of the policy of
timely reforms and a liberal and enlightened sy-
stem of government.

The possession of Switzerland by the French
was an object of too much consequence to be
readily submitted to by the allied powers. Mea-
sures were therefore adopted by the archduke
Charles in conjunction with prince Suwarroff, at
the head of a formidable army of Russian troops,
to dispossess them of so advantageous a position ;
and Massena was, in consequence of these mea-
sures, -defeated at the battle of Zuric on the 4th
of June.

1o relieve Massena from the joint pressure of
the Austrians and Russians,, the army of observ-
ation encamped in the neighbourhood of Mentz.
had been ordered to take the field. General Mul-
ler, to whose charge it was confided, accordingly
established his head-quarters at Manheim, and
pushed his advanced guards as far as [—Ieidell.)elr%l >

: * while
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while Baraguy d'Hilliers, advancing with a body
of troops drawn from the neighbouring garrisons,
imposed a contribution upon Franctort, passed
the Maine, and joined his countrymen'in the ter-
itories of Darmstadt.

No sooner did prince €harles learn that a
body of French troops, after entering Suabia,
was levying contributions, and preparing to seize
on the rich harvests of Germany, now left de-
fenceless by his absence, than he sent forward a
strong detachment, and having conferred the com-
mand on general Hotze, soon after recrossed the
Rhine in person. Having detached general Stzar-
ray to the relief of Phillipsburg, now bombarded
by a column of the French army, the latter im-
mediately retired on his approach ; but not until
after it had completed the main cbject of the ex-
pedition, which was intended to weaken the allies
in Switzerland, and enable the commander there
to display the superiority of his talents in the art
of war.

While the Austrian chief was employed in re-
pressing the late incursion of the fue, Massena,
taking advantage of his absence, determined once
more to obtain a decided superiority in Helvetia,
into which a considerable body of Russians had
now penetrated, before the arrival of Suwarroft
rendered a defensive system once more necessary.
Accordingly, after a number of evolutions which
enabled him to approach the object of his atten-
tions, he ordered Lecourbe, an officer admirably
skilled in that species of warfare adapted for moun-
tainous regions, to enter the valley of the Grisons,
and turn the left wing of the allies commanded by
general Hotze,who was now defending the cause

of the cabinet of Vienna on the summits of his
GG native
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native hills. He -also detached general Lorges
against the Russians encamped on the opposite
side of the Limmat; two columns under the ge-
nerals Mortier and Klein were at the same time
directed to attack the centre, while Soult was to
pass the Linth, and carry the advanced posts of
the Austrians. ‘

The success of this combined movement, on
an immense line, stretching nearly from the coun-
try of the Grisons to the banks of the Rhine, was
dubious ; and it appeared probable that partial de-

. feats and successes, or at most an incomplete vic-
tory, might have rendered the action indecisive,
when the death of Hotze, whose talents and
energy had hitherto animated the allies, at the com-
mencement of the action, rendered success cer-
tain, although not facile-

‘While the left wing, which had acted under his
command, was obliged to retreat in confusion,
prince Korsakow being unable, notwithstanding
the gallant resistance of his countrymen, to op-
pose the reiterated assaults of the French columns
which now pressed upon him from every side,
found it necessary to retreat to Schaffhausen in
consequence of which a bedy of his troops posted
in Zuric was forced to surrender, in consequence
of that city having been carried by assault.

The.immediate result of this battle consisted in
the immense slaughter of the enemy; the cap-
ture of five thousand prisoners, one hundred
pieces of cannon, and fifteen standards, besides all
-the baggage and artillery ot the Russians; their
tlight first to the banks of the Thur, and then
across the Rhine: but the remoter effects proved
infinitely more disastrous to the cause of the al-
lies, and enabled the Frénch once more to obtain

a mani-
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a manifest superiority on that central theatre,
whence they could succour their armies in Italy,
menace the Austrians on the side of their remote
frontiers, and, by keeping the war at a distance
from the territory of the republic, ensure its tran-
quillity and independence.

While Masscna had thus reassumed the as-
cendancy in Helvetia, Suwarroff, fully assured of
the co-operation of the Austrians, and also cer-
tain, as he imagined, to find at Zuric a consider-
able body of Russians, had already crossed the
plains of Piedmont, scaled and obtzined posses-
sion of the heights of St. Gothard after defeating
the troops posted there by general Lecourbe, and
was now about to enter the canton of Ury, when
be received an impeffect account of the defeat of
the allies!

Foaming with rage on the receipt of this sinis-
trous intelligence, but still determined to perse-
vere, the intrepid field-marshal had recourse to
threats, and intimated to prince Kinskoy-Korsa-
kow that he ¢ was marching to repair his errors,”
and that < he should @nswer with his head if he
made another retrograde step.”

That unfortunate general, burning with desire
to vindicate his character to so gallant a chief,
immediately assembled the wreck of his troops,
and having been joined by a body of Austrians, the
corps of Condé, and the Batavian contingent, he
determined to attempt a diversion in favour of his
commander, by regssuming his former position
before Zuric, during the absence of Massena. -
But the latter, ‘who had so lately dispelled the
charm in consequence of which ghe Russians
were supposed to be invircible, proved his superi-
ority over his rivals, by following up and taking

{ 2 86 2N - advantage
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advantage of his recent success.  He accordingly
detached a column towards Altorf, and strength-
ened Lecourbe’s detachment, now disputing every
inch of ground with the invaders in the neigh-
bourhood of Glaris, and securing all the inter-
mediate passes, so as to render a nearer approach
not only uninviting, but even fatal.

The Russians, amidst incessant toils and con-

' tinual combats,, arrived in the valley of Mut-«
ten, and took possession of the bridge after a most
obstinate resistance. - The post of Brunnen was
also carried next day: but here ended the pro-
gress of the invaders; for Massena not only sent
supplies to the detachment under general Le-
courbe, but shut up the passage between the lakes
of Wallenstadt and Zuric, and posted a body of
troops in so judicious a manner in the neighbour-
hood of the ancient abbey of Einsidlen, that ail
further approach in the face of a superior army
was interdicted.

Suwarroff, after thus penetrating into the little
democratical canton of Schweitz, was at length so
conscious of his critical situation, that he deter-
mined, for the first time in his life, to retreat.
This was accordingly effected in a masterly man-
ner; for although pursued by Iecourbe, and ha-
rassed by a column which ‘had been posted for
that purpose at Altorf, he succeeded in attaining
his object by withdrawing his troops across a
mountainous region into the country of the Gri-
sons, with the loss of his weunded, his cannon,
and his baggage. .

No sooner had Massena asceftained that the
haughty spil}t of Suwarroff was prepared to sub-
mit to its fate, than, multiplying as usual his
means by his celerity, he marched with his uts
most speed against Korsakow, hitherto kept in

$ check



SWITZERLAND., 341

check by general Ferino, and having come up
with the allies, immediately commenced a terrible
attack. The right wing, partly unable to with-
stand the shock, and partly intimidated by the late
events, immediately gave way; but the left; chiefly
composed of the emigrants, stcod firm, and being
led" on by the duke D’Enghien they displayed
their wonted valour, and discovered that the
French nobles when brought into the field were
likely to prove the most formidable adversaries of
the Ifrench republicans. et

Wo sooner had the retreat of this portion of the
army become inevitable, than the corps of Condé,
always ready to assume the post of danger, now
acted as the rear-guard ; while Bauer, a Russian
general who had formerly (listinguishgd himself
1n Poland, burst through the French infantry with
his cavalry, and rejoined his countrymen, after
leaving Constance for the third time in the®pos-
session of the enemy. .

Tke scale of fortunte by this' time visibly pre- ;
ponderated on the side of the republicans, who
bhad become once more masters of Switzerland,
retaken the St. Gothard, and beguil to menace
the country of the Grisons.

In the mean time Suwarroff, alike discontented
with his allies and his colleagues, having assem-
bled the scanty remains of his own troops at Coire,
ordered the wreck of the army of Korsakow and
the corps of Cond¢ to form a junction with him.
After some delay, he proceeded to Bohemia,
where he spent the®winter.

Of one hundred thousand men who- had either
left Russia with him but eight months before, or
joined him within that period, scarcely forty
thousand reached the banks of the Lech in the

. E GG 3 neighbour-
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neighbourhood of Augsburg. After thus losing
about sixty thousand of his best warriors, the ve-
teran field-marshal, overwhelmed with grief, re-
tired to his native country, where, being exposed
at the same time to the frowns of fortune and the
indignation of a capricious prince, he soon pe-

rished, either by poison or despair. i’
The treaties of Luneville and of Amiens, which
gave the semblance of peace to Europe at the
expence of a consolidation of the gigantic ac-
quisitions of France and the establishment of
her military chief, held out to the Helvetic con-
federacy a guarantee of her ancient freedom and
independence. Such however is the present situa-
tion of the powers of Europe, that the faith of
treaties is no longer a pledge of security to the
weaker states against the power of the strong.
‘When the hour of action arrives, pretences are
never wanting to furnish aprologue to the tragedy
of injustice and oppression. « Unhappy Switzer-
land has lately furnished a melancholy-interesting
proof of thisremark. Internal disputes, fomented
perhaps for the very purpose of colouring the
preteusions of a too-powerful neighbour, have
been alleged as the ground of interference ; and
the First Consul of France has waved his iron
sceptre over those mountains which so long
echoed the loud shouts of TLiberty, but where
now not even the murmurs of remonstrance dare
be whispered. At the moment of closing this
history, this aggression of France, among other
causes, has roused the indignant feelings of the
British empire, and a new appeal tosarms has been
already sounded. It is impossible to conclude
this history better than by copying verbatim the
memorial of a deputy of the Swiss nation to M.
- Merryy
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Merry, the plenipotentiary of his Britannic Ma-
Jesty at Paris, on the 3d of October, 1802.
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““ So long as Switzerland was occupied by the
French army,” says the memorialist, “ the
wishes of the people counld never be freely ma-
nifested. The petty revolutions which took
place in the government were the tricks of cer-
tain factions, in which the nation at large took
but a very trifling interest. Scarcely did Switzer-
land think herself independent, when she was
desirous of returning to her ancient institu-
tions, rendered still dearer to her by her late
misfortunes, and the arbitrary acts of the go-
vernments furnished her with the means of
doing so. Almost the whole of Switzerland,
with unexampled unanimity and moderation,
shook off the yoke. The cantons formed them-
selves into constituent bodies; and twelye of
the thirteen cantons of Switzerland sent their
representatives to the diet of Schweitz, in
order there to organise a central power which
mightbe acceptable to the neighbouring powers.
The aristocratical cantons renounced their ex-
clusive rights; the Pays de Vaud was left at
liberty to form its own constitution, as well as
Thurgovia and the other new cantons. The
government having taken refuge at Lausanne,
was by no means secure there, notwithstanding
its regular troops ; perhaps even at the present
moment it no longer exists. Who would not
have thought, according to the stipulation of the
treaty of Lunevilfe, which grants independence
to Switzerland, and the right of choosing its
own government, every thing was settled, and
that this nation might see its former happiness
and tranquillit yrevive? Who could have lhou%ht

. = ¢ that
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< that the First Consul would have issued such a
< decree as that of the 8th Vindemaire? Is an
<< independent nation to be thus treated ? Should
¢ Bonaparte persist in his determination, and the
¢ other powers should not interpose in our favour,
< it only remains for us either to bury ourselves
< in the ruin of our houses, although witlfout
hope of resistance, exhausted as we are by the
Colossus who is about to overwhelm us, or to
debase ourselves in the eyes of the whole uni-
verse ! Will the government of this generous
nation, which has at all times afforded so
many instances of the interest it takes in the
welfare of the Swiss, do nothing for us under
circumstances which are to decide whether
we are still to be ranked amongst free people?
We have only men left us:—the revolution
and spoliations without end have exhausted our
<« means: we are without armsy without am-
rounition, without stores, and without moaey
¢ to purchase them.”

Such is the pathetic Janguage of the Swiss them-
selves ; such is the appeal of the most ancient
sons of freedom, to the most fortunate; and
while their fate cannot fiil to excite in the bosom
of Britons sentiments of commiseration for the
oppressed, and of indignation for the oppressors,
may it also be contemplated by them as an awful
warning !

+J}+ For the narrative df the proceedings of the French in
Switzerland the Editor is indebred to Mr. Stephens’s imEn-

o

tial and enlightened History of the Wars of the ¥rench
volution, recently published.
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GENEVA.

.

ENEVA is situated partly upon the sides and
partly at the bottom of a hill, where the
Rhone issues out of the lake in two deep, smooth,
and rapid, streams, which soon afterwards unite,
That river divides the town into two unequal di-
visions, and after reeeiving the Are in its course,
flows into the Mediterranean.

The Allobroges, a powerful nation of Gauls,
who pessessed the greatest part of Savoy and the
province of Dauphiné, were the inhabitants of
Geneva at the period when Helvetia was con-
quered by the Romans. Julius Caesar fortified
this town, and rendered it of great service to him
mn his contests with the Helvetian tribes. At the
general partition of the empire, Geneva became
subject to the Burgundians, and after that to the
Franks. Charlemagne collected his forces for the
celebrated expedition against the Lombards in this
city, and in consequence bestowed upon its in-
habitants many valuable privileges, After the
dismemberment of his vast empire, it became
successively a part ,of the principality of Arles

-and of the new kingdom of Burgundy. It was
united to the Gérmans under Conrad the Second,
who was heir and successor to the last king of
Burgundy, Rodolphus the Third ; but taking ad-
vantage of their distance from the seat of govern=_

. ment,
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ment, it threw off all dependence on the empire.
The jealonsy and opposing interests of the counts
and the bishops who conjointly governed the city,
proved favourable to the inhabitants of those who
made the concession of new privileges the price
of their support to either party. A third power.
much more dangerous however to its liberties,
arose in the counts of Savoy, who claimed the
exclusive sovereignty of Geneva and its district.
From this period these princes waged incessant
wars against the town ; but their hostile attempts
were rendered ineffectual by the bravery of the
citizens, assisted by the forces of the Helvetic
confederacy. The last attempt of the house of
Savoy against Geneva was in the year 1602, when
Charles Emanuel, son of Philibert duke of Savoy,
treacherously attacked the town during a profound
peace. Under pretence of observing the motions
of the French marshal de Lavardin, who had a
command in these parts, he found means, without
exciting the jealousy of the citizens, to station a
body ot about two thousand men near the gates
of Geneva; and the necessary implements for an
escalade having been procured, the night between
the 11th and 12th of December was fixed upon
for scaling and reducing the town by surprise.
The scaling-ladders had been painted black, to pre-
vent their being seen in the dark ; and the rollers
were covered with cloth, to prevent all noise an
moving them. The command of the enterprise
was given to the sieur d’Albigny, by whom it
had been originally planned; and the duke, con--
hc_ient of success, came in person‘over the moun-
tains, but passed under an assumed name. At the
appointed time the troops advanced, and the party
destined for the escalade was commanded by Bru-
2 naulien.
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naulien, Father Alexander, a Scottish jesuit,
confessed the men at the foot of the ladder, and
encouraged them by promises of tempaoral and
eternal rewards. Precisely cne hour after mid-
night they ascended: two hundred reached the
top ef the rampart unobserved ; and laid them-
selves down flat, waiting for the hour of four,
when the general assault was to be given. In the
streets all was profound tranquillity till the hour
of two, when a sentry stationed at the tower of
the Mint, upon hearing a noise in the ditch, fired
his musket. Brunaulieu, finding himself dis-
covered, made a premature attagk; the inhabit--
ants were alarmed and fiew to arms, and after
sustaining a most desperate assault, at length suc-
ceeded in driving away the agsailants, who lost
two hundred men in this unsuccessful and trea-
cherous attack. Thirteen of the Savoyards who
were taken on the rampart were immediately’
hanged in the city, as thieves and assassins.

D’ Albigny, who had planned this disgraceful
enterprise, instantly withdrew his troops, and
hastened towards Bonne, where the duke his
master had waited to hear the issue of the attempt.
He sent the count of Tournon to Berne, to exte-
naate the offence ; but he was ordered to quit the
canton without delay, lest he should be insulted by
the enraged multitude. The neighbouring states,
particularly the cantons and the king of France,
used their endeavours to bring about an accom-
modation. The neutfal cantons were called upon
‘to draw up the éreaty, which at length restored
commerce and free intercourse between Savoy
and Geneva; and by which the duke stipulated,
that he would raise no fortifications, nor station
any troops within sixteen miles of the city, F 13?1

is
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this epoch an uninterrupted peace was maintalned
between the two states. The reformed religion
was introduced into Geneva in the year 1533, by
William Farrell, a native of Gap in Dauphiné ;
but its final establishment was effected by John

Calvin. This celebrated person was born at Neion,

in 1590; and being driven from France as a
protestant, he arrived at Geneva in 1530. Far-
rell recommended Calvin as a proper person to
complete what he had begun ; and he accordingly
drew up a body of ecclesiastical service, at the re~
quest of the citizens. A party of Catholics and
others, offended with the severity of his manners,
created an opposition to his progress, and even
procured his banishment. The new sectarians
tound it necessary however to recal him, and not
only employed him in the reform of religion but
in the civil affairs of their state, where the opi-
nions of Calvin on all subjects were ever after
adopted as the standard of orthodoxy. He died
at Geneva, in the year 1564, having rendered
that city not only the centre of the reformed
religion, but the asylum of the sciences, in the es -
tablishment of its celebrated college, the per-
petual presidency of which he obtained for his
friend and fellow-labourer Theodore Beza, and
from which have issued many men illustrious in
the annals of philosophy and literature.

Irom the period of the peace with the hounse
of Savoy, the history of Geneva exhibits little

more than a narrative of congentions between the

aristocratical and popular parties.
On the 1st of September, 1779, the first part of
a code of criminal law code was submitted to the
consideration of the Little and the Great Councils
for their revision, previously to its being presented
w
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to the General Council. As many articles con-
tained in it were considered by one party as being
too democratical, the senate proposed that the com-
mittee should be prorogued, for the purpose of
amending the code. The other party opposed this
resolution ; and possessing a majority in the Great
Couhcil, they decided that the code should be re-
jected, and that the committee should be dissolved.
The greatest commotion was the consequence of
these disputes, which involved all parties in the bit-
terest strife. The count de Vergennes, then mi-
nister of France, ostensibly interfered in favor of
the aristocratic party ; but his influence was power-
fully counteracted by the attorney-general of
Geneva. A third party in Geneva, at this time,
consisted of the natives, that is, a class of men,
who, being the sons of foreigners born in the city,

were entitled to no political rights whatever.
On the 5th February, 1781, some trifling dis-
ute happened to take place between the neigh-
{;om'ing natives who belonged to opposite parties.
Blows ensued ; and the populace who assembled
were beginning to evince a disposition to tumult,
when the syndics appeared.  Their presence
seemed to have quelled the riot, when suddenly a
discharge of musquetry was heard: two natives
of the popular party were Kkilled, and several
wounded. The latter now flew to arms, and pa-
raded the streets. The next morning a committee
of the popular party held a conference with the
principal of the aristgcratic party, on the subject
of granting additional privileges to the natives,
and gratuitously eonferring the burghership. They
were unsuccessful ; for the other party, though
willing to comply with the request of the natives
fespecting commercial privileges, were resolute
g - HIL m
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in resisting their claim to the burghership. The
contest now became violent, and the popular party
assumed the power, granting the burghership to
one hundred and fifty individuls taken from the
natives and peasants. This edict was presented to
the three councils, who approved it, and by, this =
means the popular party secured the interest of
the majority ot the natives. When, however, the
question for enforcing the edict was laid before
the senate, it was repeatedly objected to, under
the pretence that the Swiss cantons declared to be
illegal, as Geneva was in the power of an armed
Jpopulace when it was drawn up. Eunraged at
this proceeding, the popular party presented a~
remonstrance on the 18th of March, 1782, in
which they required the magistrates to confirm
the edict: but after a month’s delay an answer
was returned, positively refusing their demands;
and concluding by saying, < 4%at government
are nedher able nor willing to ratify the edict.”” This
answer reached the ears of the natives, who, filled
with the greatest indignation, assembled together
and threatened the utmost vengeance. In vain
the most prudent of the citizens entreated the
mob to retire : they were wantonly insulted ; and
as a party in attempting to secure one of the
gates had fired on the garrison who resisted, it
became nccessary for the citizens to abandon the
natives or join them in the revolt. They adopted
the latter measure, made themselves masters of
the town, arrested and inaprisoned several of
the magistrates, and thus appeased the tumult”
Several members of the councils were now de-
posed, and new ones clected who were favour- .
able to the popular caunse. The great council,
thus new-modeled, immediately passed the edict,
and appointed a commitiee of safety, composed
- of
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of eleven members. This committee restored
tranquillity to the city, gave orders for repairing
the fortifications, and inspired the people with the
highest notions of their own strength.

+ The cantons of Zuric and Berne interdicted all
communication with Geneva until the former go-
- vernment was restored ; and the count de Ver-
gennes informed the insurgents of a similar de-

termination on the part of the French king.
Notwithstanding this situation of their affairs,
deserted by the Swiss and menaced by the power-
ful court of France, the Genevans still treated
with contempt all overtures of accommodation.
The period however at length arrived which ter~
minated this self-created government. The king
of Sardinia and the canton of Berne sent forces
to co-operate with those of the king of France,
which now appeared before Geneva under the
command of M. de la Jaucourt. The magistrates
of Berne, anxious to prevent the interference of
foreign powers in the affairs of Switzerland, sent
dispatches to the syndics, exhorting them to exert
their endeavours with their fellow-citizens to
compose their unhappy differences, which tended
infallibly to the destruction of the republic of
Geneva. All advice, all overtures of compro-
mise, werc vain: the citizens employed themselves
in repairing the ramparts, and even women flock-
ed to the walls, encouraging the men and animat-
ing them by their presence, and even assisting
them by carrying hurdens and planting cannon.
- In the mean time, the combined troops advanced
on both sides, and a general plan of attack was
formed by the three besieging generals. On the
29th June, however, previously to the attack, the
following conditions were proposed to the syn-
= HH 2 dics
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dics by the French commander :—1. That all the
chiefs of the popular party should, in twenty-four
hours, depart from Geneva. 2. That the inha-
bitants should deliver up their arms to the three
generals. 3. That the magistrates and other offi=
cers who were deposed should be immediately re-
established. 4. That they should submit to any re- ~
gulations which the three powers might think
proper to impose upon’them. To these humi-
liating propositions an answer was demanded, to
be delivered within the space of four hours. The
leaders of the popular party, desirous of sparing
an unavailing effusion of blood, would instantly
‘have yielded to any terms compatible with the
honour of the republic ; but the conditions offered
were so degrading, that they resolved to meet
death under their walls rather than submit to
them. A delay of twenty-four hours was pri-
vately obtained from the besiegers by the syndics ;
in which time an immense crowd of old men,
women, and even children, collected together,
tore up the stones from the streets, and carried
them to the tops of the houses, in order to hurl
them upon the besiegers, in case of their entrance
into the town. Such was the general enthusiasm,
that one hundred young women, dressed in the
military uniform of Geneva, came forward to de-
fend their country : their services were accepted,
and they were stationed in a barrack, sheltered by
its frontier from the enemy’s fire. The heroines,
however, scorning their post as not sufliciently
exposed to danger, rushed forwards to the fore--
most stations in the ramparts. Vet all this he-
roism, and all the efforts of the patriots, proved in
the sequel useless. The citizens themselves were
so greatly divided in their opinians, that when the
3 crisis
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crisis of their affairs arrived, no plan of conduct
that was proposed met their unanimous approval.
In consequence of this want of concert, and after
much deliberation, the chiefs of that party which
wished to save the people and the town from the
“horrors of an assault, succeeded in gaining over a
majority to their sentiments, by proposing a ge-
neral emigration, to seel that liberty in another
country which they could no longer enjoy in
their own. A general retréat took place; the
ramparts were cleared of their defenders ; theroads
were covered with men, women, and children,
flying to their houses ; and when the three gener-
als entered the city they found it a melancholy
picture of desertion.

The aristocratic party that now returned with
the military powers, immediately proceeded to
establish a new constitution. Those inhabitants
who emigrated established themselves in different
towns of Switzerland, at Brussels, Strasburgh,
and Constance : and a plan for establishing of a
colony of these emigrants in Ireland was nearly
matured, under the sanction of the British go-
vernment ; lands were bought for that purpose,
and funds were raised for its support, when the
whole scheme was suddenly abandoned.

The ‘chief cause of the Genevans relinquish-
ing the project of settling in Ireland was the
indulgence of new hopes of a free government
being established at Geneva.  The impolicy
of the combined powers had established a go-
vernment which® was equally odious to the
aristocratic and democratic party. Had they re-
stored the city to its former independence, in-
stead of annihilating their ancient privileges and
rights, both parties. would probably have. soon

: : HH3 been
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been reconciled, and, shocked at the consequences.
of their former civil broils, would have been led
to acknowledge the happiness of a constitution
equally free from the tyranny of aristocracy and
the licentiousness of democracy. :

In the year 1791 the magistrates made further
concessions in favour of the popular party, and
extended their privileges, allowing to every na-
tive the freedom of the city at the small- price of
six guineas. This conduct, which it was hoped
would have removed all discontent, had an oppo-
site effect, and seemed only to raise the tone of the
popular party, from the idea it gave them of their
awn power, which could extort such terms, and
emboldened them to demand other privileges
with an air of authority. A private application
was made at the same time to the Brissotin party
then in power at Paris, requesting the assistance
of the French in the establishment of what they
termed the just principles of liberty. In conse~
quence of their solicitation, general Montesquieu
advanced to Geneva.

Deputies from the Great and Little Councils
were immediately dispatched to enquire into the
reasons of his conduct. The answer of the gene-
ral was, that the French republic had been in-
sulted by the Genevans calling in the troops of
Switzerland as soon as the French forces had en-
tered Sardinia; which circumstance, he added,
plainly evinced that ‘'the aristocratic party at Ge-
neva were inclined to favour the enemies of
France. After some time spent in fruitless nego-
ciation, the magistrates, perceiving themselves
incapable of defending the ancient constitution,
passed a decree in favour of equal rights, with
anly some slight restrictions, The popular party,

howeyver,
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however, would not accept that as a favour which
they demanded as a right; and therefore, on
the 30th of November, they appeared in arms,
and insisted that every department of the govern-

. ment should be filled by individuals of their own
« sparty. The syndic of the guard, Micheli Ducrest,
—beiny ordered by the magistrates to beat to arms,

not only refused to obey their orders, but deli-
vered the keys of the park of artillery into the
hands of the insurgents.  On the first of Decem-
ber they made themselves masters of Geneva,
assumed the red cap, and chanted the songs of
liberty, and in their forms and proceedings adopt-
ed the language and manners of the French re--
volutionists. The members of the former go-
vernment voluntarily resigned their functions, and
liberty and equality was proclaimed. Provisional
committees, called the committees of safety and
administration, were formed, which were con-
firmed by an assembly composed of the old and
newly-admitted citizens. On the 25th of Febru-
ary, 1703, a convention similar to that of France
was formed, consisting of one hundred and twenty
members. The first acts of this convention were
to abolish the great council, and to transfer nearly
all the power of the litde council to the general
assembly. This constitution, faulty as it was,
was accepted by the people at large, and was
even acknowledged by the Swiss cantons. Order
and harmony were by these means in a great
measure restored, when the public tranquillity was
. again disturbed by the visionary doctrines propa-
vated by the aircle of equality, which still held

its meetings, and still persevered in their delusive
metaphysical scheme of the general equality of
nghts The principal members of this club were
i now
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now citizens Gesnet and the abbé Soulavie, who
had acted as their deputies in their correspondence
with the Brissotin party at Paris, and an advocate,
of the name of Bousquet. An assessment upon
property being in agitation by the magistrates, _
the circle of equality seized this opportunity of:;
spreading the report, that the proposed assessment .
was to be laid principally upon the poor, while
the rich were to be almost wholly exempted; and at
the same time suggested the necessity of the peo-
ple taking the government into their own hands.

In the night of the 18th of July, Bousquet and
Gesnet announced to the assembly that a con-
spiracy was planned against the people by the ari-
stocrats. Upon this denunciation the most fu-
rious of the patriots ran to arms, to cirush the
conspiracy and to punish the traitors; while the
more moderate contended, that the sovereign as-
sembly should not be disturbed by such alarms.
‘While, however, the president was putting the
question, about twenty of the most violent of the
members, headed by Bousquet, ran out of the
hall, calling upon the people to take up arms.
Being joined by vast numbers of the lowest of
the people, they secized the artillery, plundered
the houses of the citizens, and disarmed such as
they thought hostile to their views.

From this movement all the miseries and hor-
rors of a revolutionary state commenced. The
rich were torn from their houses and thrown into
dungeons, where upwards of six hundred of the
principal inhabitants of the city were crowded to- !
gether, among whom were mosf of the magi-
strates who had been deposed in 1792. A revos«
lutionary tribunal was erected, of which Bous-
quet was elected president, and which held its
sittings
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sittings inone of the halls of the Hotel de Ville.
The first seven prisoners who were brought be-
fore this tribunal were M. Decombres, lieutenant-
colonel of the regiment of Geneva; M. Cayla,
~ihe ex-syndic; M. Prevost, the procurator-gene-
ral ; M. Derochment, counsellor; and three
“watch-makers. M. Decombres and the three
latter were condemned by the tribunal, and the
other three were acquitted; but as they were
members of patrician families, and held the first
places in the state, the assembly of the revolu-
tionists, intoxicated by the wine that had been
plentifully distributed on the occasion, imagined
that their acquittal was sufficient proof of a plot
to save the aristocrats, who, in the opinion of
these poor deluded wretches, all merited the pu-
nishment of death. While the msoderate among
them were endeavouring to persuade them to the
contrary, the enraged part of .them ran from the
assembly to the prison, and, seizing the seven vic-
tims, brought them to the fatal ground. A square
battalion was formed, and these seven victims of
the worst of tyrannies were instantly shot.
- The next step of these revolutionists was to
lower the rate of interest of money, and to an-
nul all leases. In addition to these atrocities,
all the most sacred rites of religion were converted
into ridicule, and the most horrible blasphemies
were publicly dispersed.
The revolutionary tribunal, not satisfied with
the blood which had already flowed, ordered three
* more prisoners to be brought before them ; Fatio,
ex-syndic; Naville Gallatin, ex-procurator; and
Andead, a banker. The eloquence of Gallatin
shook the firmness even of his sanguinary judges ;
but, Bousquef, with determinate cruelty, defeated

the

’
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the intentions of the more merciful, by causing
Gallatin and Fatio to be shot in the dead of night
privately, on a remote part of the ramparts.

The judges of this horrid court sat fourteen

days, during which time five hundred and thre=.

persons were tried, of which number thirty-°

seven were condemned ; but only eleven suftered
death, the other twenty-six having found means
to escape. One hundred were sentenced to be
banished ; three hundred to be imprisoned, some
for life and others for various periods; and the re-
mainder obtained their liberty,

The sanguinary spirit of Bousquet and his as-
gociates, which continued providentially for ashort
time, was succeeded by a milder system. The
friends of the revolution of 1792 were too much
the friends of their country to consent to its in-
corporation with France ; they therefore joined
the new revolutionists, and at length obtained an
ascendancy. Their first attempt was to deprive
the French agent of his influence ; and the over-
throw of Robespierre, whose creature he was,
favored their design. After the death of that exe-
crable tyrant, the French government recalled
this agent, and accompanied his recal with unequi-
vocal marks of their disapprobation. The success-
ors of Robespierre entirely disavowed his con-
duct at Geneva; and the éonvention gave a full
and solemn acknowledgment of the independence
of Geneva, and granted to its minister the same
honors that had been granted to the minister of
the United States of America.

On the 7th of September the Prench conven-
tion solemnly declared that they would take no
step which could in the least affect the independ-
ence of Geneva, The moderate party, therefg]'e,

» at
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that obtained the government of that republic,
turned their thoughts to the best practicable me-
thods of healing these wounds which the late
» €normities had occasioned ; and justice succeeded
T ser a time to the reign of oppression and terror.
Iy this year the government of Geneva#? -
“Menjoined M. Reybaz, their ambassador at :
Paris, to request the guarantee of the in-
dependence of their republic, in case of any peace
between the French and the king of Sardinia, or
the German empire. The conduct of the French
directory, on this occasion, clearly evinced their
determination to annex Geneva to the republic
as a department; and the remonstrances of thé
government of Geneva, breathing a spirit of
freedom, declared the resolution of the Genevans
. to emigrate from their native soil rather than
submit to an incorporation of their government
with that”of France. 25
For a time the idea of annexing Geneva to
- France seemed to be abandoned by the French;
it was however in fact only deferred to a more
favourable opportunity, and such a conjuncture
occurred in the invasion of Switzerland. The
intercourse which had taken place betwen France
and Geneva from the date of the conquest of Sa=
voy had given a considerable ascendancy to French
principles of government. Though the mass of
the Genevans remained attached to the idea of
territorial independence, a considerable number
of them began to look with indifference on the
forms by which they held their liberties; whe=
ther as part of ‘the sovereign people of Geneva, or
a portion of the sovereign and more powerful
people of the French republic. The agents of
the, French government had fostered this frater-
nising spirit,” and bad made considerable progress

. r‘\
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in plOSQl} tism, by representing the benefits whlch
would accrue from a more intimate alliance be-
tween the two nations. Whatever influence
these representations might have had, the parti-
sans of territorial independence remained streny:
ous in rejecting the proffered fraternity. “The'-
partisans for the incorporation however fornfed’ &
vast mgjority. Of three thousand. one dhundred
and nincty-seven votes, two thousand two hnn-_
dred and four gave their saffrage for the union ;
and’ Geneva was accordingly declared by the st
preme eouneil to be mcorpordted with the French -
republic on the 9.7 th April, 1708.  The hiatv of
union was 1atﬁmon th('::l”;th"of Mg y the
ernLh gnvernment.,g Theé city of Ge
- rrah“r fortned into the capital of a department,
i ﬁer the affectedly classical name of. the De-
ptu tment of the Lake of Lemarnus.
Notwithstanding their present humiliated situ
ation, the Gcne\”%im are still ‘the wotarics of free
dom ; and- if ever an opportunity of recovering:
thisblessing should again present itself, thered
qety reason to believe that they would still shed
 hlood to procure it. For hewever variou
.has been their success, and however shaded by
pd!‘h‘ spirit their conduct, in the different revolu-
tions which hayve agitated this secluded state, the
‘Genevans. have uniformly evinced a courage
arbich awed their enemies, and a determined
bravery in defence of their rights, which, in
shewing that they prized them highly, gave
proof that they were worthy to (:‘nJU) Lhem i

* For the most recent statistical aceount of Gene a, see the -

Monthly Magazine for December, 180 .

END OF THE EIGHTEENTH “OLUME, OR THE
NINTH OF THE MODERN PART, g
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