











2 ROREA.

The sea is deep on the side of China; buton ¢
that of Japan it is dangerous for navigation, on
account of shallows. - "The peninsula is watered
by two large rivers flowing through  the whole
length of it, which ‘receive, in their course, £
multitude of smaller ones. The climate is severe,
and the fruits, grain, and herbage, are inferior
to those of China, 'The commerce of Korea is
limited to the ‘two kingdoms, contiguous to its
coasts. * On the continental side it is carried a
- ‘short distance inte/Tartarys’ <& & Ghi e Gal

The men are well made, robust, and martial;
the women amiable. = Their established'religion,
police, langug.ge,*_and government, have all a
resemblance to those of China.  The common
people, however, “have scarcely any religion
among them : all the worship which they pay to

" their idols consists in lighting a stick of some

odoriferous wood before them, and makigg 2
very low bow at leaving them. There are nu-
merous templesin the country, and on the hills.
The inhabitants are very tolerant, apd the dif-
ferent sects never quarrel about'.the peculiar
opinions held by each, but iseem all to agree in
the idea that the virtuous, of whatever denomi-
‘nation, will, hercafter; be made happy;-and the
wicked be punished. - 4 5 A
The government of the conntry is monarchical

and despotic; thewill of the king is law: his °
‘council consists'of governors and general officers,
‘who' are obliged, ‘at proper:times, to attend
him; and to be constantly in the'neighbourhood
of the court. The members hold their office for.
three years, unless.dismissed for some fault, .

- Ki-tse, ong of their first monarchs, compiled.
a body of laws ‘which he caused to be promul-'
e .. gated




































































































































































































































v8 INDIA.

of bamboo covered with palm leaves, raised on .
pillars to the Height of eight or ten feet. = The
whole island, of which Manilla is the capital,
presents a well cultivated and polished country
rendered interesting too by its beautiful womea,
agreeable gardens, and well-built hounses. Ma-
nilla is the residence of an archbishop, who has
three suffragan bishops in the other islands.
"The captain-general is dignified with the title of
viceroy. He has under bis command about
four thousand men, and presides also in the
* civil courts of justice. The tribute imposed
upon the Indians is a sort of capitation tax,
but it is paid in the productions of the island.
The chief food of the inhabitants is rice, and
salted fish. There are many lakes in the
island of Luzon, the most considerable of which
is that which gives source to the river of Manilla.
There are ano several volcanoes; and earth-
quakes are not uncommon. = The cottort pro-
duced here is of a peculiar beauty; and the
sugar-cane and cocoa-tree are objects of particu-
lar cultivations 7« & ¥ ] ;
' The city of Manilla is well built and fortified,
but a third part of it is occupied by convents ;
the number of christian inhabitants is computed
at twelve thousand. Between this city and
Acapulco in Mexico, a celebrated commerce
was formerly established, which extended through
a space of about eight thousand four hundred
miles, more than one-third of the circamference of
the globe. The city of Manilla was taken by
the English in 1762. The Chinese were very
numerous here, till the beginning of the seven-

teenth century, when the Spaniards made a ter--.
rible slaughter of that industrious people ; and in
: =S LB 1769



INDIA. z 79

+ 1769 they were, by the bigotry of the governor,
again expelled from all these isles, which have
syice that time greatly declined in industry
and produce. e 5 2

Next to Luzon, Minpaxao is the largest of
the Philippines. It produces sugar-canes and
cinnampn. = All this group of islands does not
belong to the Spaniards. The isle of Xola is
subject to a king of its own : this is the only
one of the Philippines in which elephants are
found. It is the centre of the commerce carried
on by the Moors. The three fundamental arti-
cles of the religion of this people are—to eat no’
pork—to submit to circumcision—and to main-
tain a plurality of wives. ‘They are remarkably
temperate ; and though living in a country which
abounds with spices, they never make use of
them. Their customs are very similar to those -
of the inhabitants of Barbary and Africa. Ifa
father*expends any money for his son, or re-
deems him from slavery, he considers him as
his own slaye ; ‘and the son does the same in re-
gard to the father. : -.

The internal commerce of the Philippines
from one island to another is considerable ; but-
that with the Chinese is more important, who
carry thither their own merchandise and that of
Japan. = Their trade with America is carried on
by a first-rate vessel deeply laden, which de-
parts every year from Manilla for Acapuleo, and
leaving there the productions of Asia, carries
back a few American productions, and a great
deal of European merchandise, consisting partly
of toys, which are articles highly esteemed in
these islands. The route of this valuable shig,
the time of its departure, the places where it

! 2 is



























388 : INDIA.

bably be adhered to as long as they are enabled
to keep the settlement. -

‘When the Spaniards united their crown to
that of Portugal, the Moluccas absorbed all
their attention, and prevented them from mck-
ing other discoveries. By an accident, however,
they became’ acquainted with another cluster of
islands which they at first called the Lesse=
Privireines, and afterward the CaroriNgs, 10
honour of Charles II.. Some of the inhabitants
of these, after encountering a storm at sea,
were driven to the Mariannes, where they land-
ed. 'The account which these islanders gave of
their country and manners, induced the mission-
aries to pay them a visit ; and on this occasion
they found the new country fertile and agree-
able, and the inhabitants very numerous, and
in a high state of civilisation. y

In each island there are noble families, the chiefs
of which are called ‘zamoles: -~ The government is
wholly aristocratic. All the ironwhich is found
belongs to the principal tamole, who causes it to
be converted into utensils of various kinds, which
he lets out for hire to those who choose to labonr,
and this resource forms the whole of his revenue.
T'he famoles of all the islands assemble annually
to deliberate on public affairs. Their station
imposes upon them the obligation of living a
strict and severe life, and of observing an irre-
proachable'conduct. Inall the villages there are’
schools for children of both sexes.  The boys
are taught agriculture ; the art of cultivating
Howers 3 of making nets, weapons, and boats
for fishing ; and are afterward made acquainted
with the principles of astronomy, by the help of

a globe very roughly constructed. The girls are
. : _tanght
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tanght the methods of cookery, and the arts
of making thread nd cloth. Inmost of the
Carolines, which are but few in number, the
Spaniards have settlements.

These islands are unquestionably rich and valu-
able, as they possess almost all the blessings that
_ the inculgence of nature can bestow. They bave

2 mild and pleasant climate, which is not sub-
ject to excessive heat, though in the midst of the
torrid zone; and they are mever visited by an
_extreme of cold. The soil is exceedingly fertile,
and produces all the necessaries of life. They
lie at an equal distance from all the most favour-
ed countries of the world, surrounded by the
widest and smoothest seas, and thus capable of
the safest, the most commodious, and most ex-

tensive navigation. G L
This group consists of between eighty and
mincty islands, supposed to contain, at a mode-
rate computation, not less than an hundred thou-
sand inhabitants, who are all attached to habits
of industry, which is the genuine source of
wealth ; and their genius for mechanical inven-
tions would, with a small degree of instruction,
perfect them in those branches of trade that are
necessary for the convenience of life. Nor are
they destitute of such principles of }aseful science
as might render them a civil, polite, and com-
_wmercial nation. In their persons the natives re-
semble the inhabitants of the Philippines; and
live chiefly upon fish and cocoa-nutss; and it is
‘probable that their languages do' not essenjtxally
differ. They have, evidently, no distinct notion of
a_supreme being, but believe in a sort of celes-
tial spirits, who, they imagine, descend at certain
times to bathe in a sacred lake. They have no
: 13 idols,
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_CHAP. VI G

: Histary of the English ,E‘ast—Iudia Company.

‘)ﬁ] ITHOUT deciding upon the long dis-
puted political point, whether the East-
India trade in general, and particularly the me-
thod of carrying it onby an exclusive company,
i1snot in itself prejudicial to the community, as
well as injurious to the individual, it may not be
improper to adduce, as introductory’ to this his-
tory, the arguments on both sides of the ques-
tion. 3
Those who favour this trade, and the exer-
cise of a monopoly, point out the advantages
which “all nations engaged in this commerce
have successively drawn g—om it. They mention
the Hebrews, Tyrians, Egyptians, and Greeks,
whose steps have been foliowed with equal avi-
dity by the Venetians, Genoese, Portuguese, Spa-
niards, Dutch, Danes, and French. Thus, by the
universal consent and practice of the wisest states,
they prove the importance of this trade, which
it is contended renders any other argument un-
necessary. In addition to authority and long es-
tablished example, they ask, what can contribute
more to the increase of our naval power, and
consequently the prosperity and security of our
state, than this commerce, in which such a num-
ber of ships and seamen are employed ? What
can better improve the art of navigation, than
those voyages which it renders necessary ? Be-

siges,
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sides, what a flux of riches does it bring ! and what
a number of useful subjects does it constantly
empioy, both at home and abroad ! How many
thousands, after amassing large fortunes inIndia,
have returned and settled in their native country,
to augment its common stock of wealth! What
branch of commerce carried on by our mer-
chants is not, in some measure, dependant on-or
connected with this ? How unjust is it to overlook
the great quantities of home manufactures, that
this company are obliged by the terms of their
charter to export; and the prodigious importation
of unwrought commodities by their means?! It
has been asserted indeed, that the method of
conducting the East-India trade by an exclusive
company, is both injuricus to the individual, and
hurtful to the commumity. But does the conduct
of other nations countenance this assertion ? It
seems to be the universal opinion of all states en-
gaged in this commerce, that it can only suc-
ceed by a monopoly. 'The real state and condi-
tion 'of the trade can be known, and the neces-
sary regulations and instructions given or exe-
cuted, by no other meauns; precautions without
“which this commerce must inevitably fall to
ruin. For these reasons, and others of less
weight and force, it is contended that there is
no alternative, but either that the traffic carried
on to the East-Indies must be abandoned, or that
it must be pursued under the conduct of a com-
pauy, in the same manner as it has been among
all other nations. S : 3

In answer to their ‘arguments, the enemies to
this monopoly, and to the trade in general, urge,
that asit causes a prodigious exportation of silver,
it has therefore a natural tendency to impoveris‘g

an
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and exhaust the nation. - That the returns from
Indiaare for the most part articles of luxury, of
which we have no real need ; and that it mani-
festly contributes towards depriving our own
poor of employment ; thus compelling them to
lea¥e their native country for bread, which is the
- greatest evil that can befal a state. By persons
on this%ide of the question it is asserted, that
'the East-India trade, instead of being a nursery,
is really a grave for our seamen ; scarcely one-
third of the crews returning, or escaping death
from the unwholesomeness of the climate and -
thelength of the voyage. Even the exportation -
of India ‘goods is, in their opinion, a pernicious
circumstance; since by it, the consumption of
our own manufactures, in those countries which
are supplied by Indian stuffs, is thus lessened
and almost annihilated. Hence the nation loses
the advantages arising from the employment of
its own poor in the improvement of its manufac-
tures ; which is the most solid source of wealth
and power. But admitting the necessity of the
trade, is there no method of continuing i& but
by giving away the natural privilege of every
subject of a free state? Cannot the merchants
who conduct the other parts of our commerce
support the management of this also, which-
is now placed in the hands of a few direct-
jors, who are very often without any knowledge
of trade in general ? Cannot free merchants fit
out ships, support the charge of factories,
and furnish a stock sufficient for a traffic carried
on by some of the poorest states in Christendom ?
Where is the advantage or necessity that at the
sales of one company all the goods of those re-
mote countries should be disposed of, which{the
. j ree
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»  the third he sailed to the Moluceas, from the in-
habitants of which as well as from those of
Bantam he experienced the greatest respect and

- eivility. The Dutch already began to view
wish jealousy the success of a nation, whose
advantages and talents for trade were not in-
ferior a0 their own. They endeavoured by
every species of misrepresentation and calumny
to excite the natives of the country against the
English.  But in defiance of all obstacles, sir
Henry Middleton contrived to make himself
very acceptable to the kings of Bantam, Ternate,
and Tidor. el o :

‘At this petiod the Dutch and Portuguese
were engaged in war ; not on their own account,
butas auxiliaries, the one of the king of Ternate,
and the other of the king of Tidor. = It seemed
most advantageous to siv Henry Middleton, at
that time, to espouse the part of the Portuguese.
The Dutch were incensed at this conduct, and
threw impediments in his way, which, however,
did not prevent him from returning with a very
rich cargo. During the absence of this com-
mander, another fieet was sent out to India,
under John Davis, an expert pilot. On the
arrival of this fleet at Bantam, Middleton had
sailed about three weeks before for England.
Sir Edward Michelbourne, the commander in
chief, but who was in some respects under the
direction of Davis, coming into the roads of

. Bantam, was informed by the English factors

of the arts which the Dutch had used to pre- -

judice them, and the danger of their being op-
ressed by force, if fraud could not prevail.
%pon- this notice sir Edward weighed anchor,
and. steered directly to the Dutch fleet = this
: i K resqlute
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thick on the enemy, that they declined the
battle for that day. The two fleets during the
night lay at anchor within a small distance-of
each other; the Portuguese admiral holding a
council of war, while Best was animating.his
men, and reminding them that they were English-
men, thattheir safety depended on an obstiaate re-
sistance, and that the character of their country
was involved in the event of the impending battle.
Early in the next morning the hostile flects came
to action, which proved an obstinate, and, for
Engl:md,~ ‘a glorious one 5 the Portuguese were
‘obliged to sheer off with the loss of twelve
hundred men. Sardar Chaune, a nobleman of
high rank in the Mogul’s court, ~who happened
to see the action from the shore, was so delighted
with the bravery of captain Best, that on his
return he sent for him, and treated him very
sumptuously. The battle was again to be re-
newed, but Sardar Chaune attempted to prevail
on Best to make a speedy flight, to which our
gallant countryman replied, that numbers, how-
ever great, could never make him shrink from
his duty, which he should always pursue amidst
every difficulty and danger. = Accordingly he
attacked the Portuguese a second time, and in
the space of four hours drove them entirely out
of sight, in the presence of many thousand
natives, who had crowded to the shore to witness
the engagement. The fame of the hero soon
reached the Mogul's court, and raised his asto-
‘nishment no less than it gained his esteem ; for
till this time he had always imagined that no
nation was equal on the sea; either in skill or
valour, to the Portuguese.  The brave captain,
after making the best use of his victory, set stfﬁl
or
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were sent embassadors from the crown, on the
behalf of the East-India company, to Persia.
In this voyage nothing very memorable occur-
red, except a plot formed and carried on by the
Baluches, a people tributary to Persia, for seizing
the persons of the English minister; but their
design was defeated, and the commission_ of the
embassy executed in its full extent. i

The trade of the company extended now from
the Red-sea to Japan: in some respects, how-
€ver, it was still precarious for want of commo-
dious ports; and though the Dutch were still
dangerous rivals, yet being considered less so
than the Portuguese, the English company aided
their efforts against their common foe. 'The re-
missness and want of vigour in the English ad-
ministration afforded the Dutch an opportunity
to get rid of both these competitors in the spices
islands, which they wished to appropriate exclu-
sively to tllelilselx*es.,rThey accused the Euglish
factors at Amboyna of a plot to obtain posses-
sion of the Dutch fort: but it is generally be-
lieved that the accusation was onﬁr a pretence
for the cxercise of the most shocking cruelties
that ever stained the honour of a civilised na-
tion. The following is an abstract of this fact,
which is related at large in several of our histo-
ries. : i ‘

A Japanese soldier, in the Dutch service, was
overheard one evening making enquiries of the
sentinel respecting the strength of the place.
From his situation in the army, and his general
character, there is no doubt that his questions
were dictated merely by curiosity ; he was how-
ever seized, and charged with treasonable de-
signs. Being put to the torture, the su&'er}i]x}%sv

whnichn


























































































































































































164 : INDTA,

form only one, are extremely populous; the in-
habitants being estimated: at eighty thousand. .
Every pleasure and luxury that opulence can
~procure is found in this seftlement. It is the
seat of power of the East-India company, and
the residence of the governor and council. The
overnor has the attendance, the: authanty, and
§he honours ‘of a soverexgmz ~and when  he
goes out, he has the respect of thatirank paid
to him. ' The guards are drawn oty ‘and the
drums beat as he passes; and ﬁft}fmislxty blacks
run before him. - His palanquin
a body of soldiers ; a numerous train of servants
follow ; and notice of his approach is given by
the country music and the" harsh ' dissonance of
their: trumpets. - His salary /is" but_800L - per
annum, but the perquisites and emoluinents of
trade make his'office extremely lucrative.

The council is ‘composed of ‘the six ‘senior
European merchants;, w '
140l. per annum, accmd!mg o ‘their seniority.
-Every member has a respect shewn him g pro-
portioned to his seat in the coutcil; ‘and all of
them are: grea.n}y! mpenor . rar k’co emy of the
inhabitants. . G

The commerce of Ma‘dms*iﬂ can'led on to all’
parts eastward of the Cape of Good Hope.
That to China was formerly much cultivated on
account of the returns in gold and fine’ goods
but this 'is now ‘reduced ‘to nothing, by ships
being:sent directly to China from England. The
~voyage to Manilla, under Armenian colours,
is a profitable undertaking. * ‘Batavia, the coasts
of Java, Malacca, Bengal, Pegu, 'Arracan,
Achen, Bencoolen, ‘&c. &c. are likewise visited
ammally The largest ships go to Mochd, Sv.u‘m‘:‘Ji \
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74 _ INDIA. :
Euphrates, was the most remarkable and useful
to the purposes of commerce and navigation.
-+ The wealth which this trade drew into'Egypt,
was at once the cause of its prosperity and its
ruin ; the Romans being invited by the former
-to share in a trade which brought in itg train
such immense treasures, and would be attended
with so’ great an augmentation of their maritime
force. 'They, however, after numberless victo-
ries, and establishing the most universal émpire
that mankind had ever seen, were, for a time,
deterred from entering on the Indian commerce,
by the frightful tales related by the Arabian
merchants: but at length, the love of gold
triumphed over every fear, and Augustus made
some attempts to open a communication with
India. B lni i D
After Constantine had transferred the seat of
empire to Byzantium, Alexandria continued to
be the principal mart of foreign trade, while
Seleucia of Syria was the route of the more in-
land ; and the barbarians dwelling on the bleak
borders of the Caspian sea, felt the charms of
the wealth that poured into the Greeck empire
through this chamnel. At length, commerce
shared the general fate of learning, art, and
government, in the provinces through which
it flowed. - The military gemius of the Arabs,
the successors of Mohammed, totally extinguished
the spirjt of commerce and science. Fury, frantic
zeal, ignorance, and barbarity, seemed to be let
Joose to waste the world, to debase the human ge-
nius, and involve mankind in a cloud of impene-
trable darkness. But no sooner had the grandson
of the mionarch who tore Africa from the de-
scendants of Mohammed, founded Grand Cairo,
LR S G i) ; and
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captain of the vessel does not know whether it

. be on board. It is packed up privately by the

governor, among other merchandise. :
The exclusive trade in spices, and that with
Japan, were not sufficient to gratify the ambition
of the company. They made attempts also at
China, ‘but their proposals were rejected, which
gave great offence to the Hollanders. The
massacre of several thousands of Chinese at
Batavia, under pretence of their being concerned
in a conspiracy, is ascribed to revenge for this
disappointment. It doesnot, however, appear
certain that the sufferers were entirely innocent..
‘But though disappointed in their hopes from

+ a negociation in China; they bad better success

in Japan; to which country they sent Zachary

~ Waghenaer under the title of embassador to the

emperor, with orders to use his utmost endea-
vours to gain a perfect knowlege of the policy of
that empire, and to make himself as agreeable
as possible to the emperor and his ministers.
This commission Waghenaer was very capable
of performing to the satisfaction of his employers;
but he had not been long at Jeddo before a sud-
den fire reduced that city to ashes, which ac-
cident occasioned such confusion at the court of
Japan, as induced the Dutch embassador to re-
turn home. He had scarcely arrived at Batavia,
before intelligence came that great disputes had
arisen between the Japanese at Nangasaqui, and
the Dutch settled in the factory there; a circum-
stance that alarmed the general and council so
much, that they obliged Mr.. Waghenaer,
against his will, to make a second voyage to
Japan, where he did not arrive till the begin-
ning of March, 1659. He ingratiated himself
, , R 2 with






INDIA. 185

master of Batavia, to which he accordingly laid
siege. He found himself, however, mistaken:
for the company had now become so powerful,
that they were able to defend themselves by
their own strength; which they did so effectu-
ally, that, after the loss of 2 great part of his
forces, the king of Bantam was obliged to raise
the siege, and even to retire precipitately into
‘his own dominions. The emperor of Java had
still less success; for though he inherited, from
his father, an invincible hatred to the company,
yet they made him feel the effects of their
power, and suffer severely for his obstinacy,
though they were never able to conquer him,
nor prevail upon him to have any sort of cors
respondence with them.

These disturbances did not prevent the gover-
nor and council from engaging in a foreign war
for the support of one of their allies, the king of
Bengal, who was in great danger of being de-
throned by his brother, At first, the Dutch only
furnished him with provisions and artillery, and
offered him, in case he was expelled, a sanctuary
at Batavia; but afterward finding that a consider-
able part of his subjects adhered to him firmly,
they sent over troops to his assistance, and not
only delivered him from the immediate danger
he was in, but restored him to his former dig-
nity. In gratitude for this seasonable assistance,
he gave them leave to erect a factory and even
a fort at Huquely. By these means they ruined
the English trade there, and secured all the
commerce of those parts to themselves, at least
for some time. 1ot B :

Yet these instances of good fortune could not

efface the remembrance of their miscarriage in
i R 3 China ;
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application to trade, they were labouring to ad-
vance their private fortunes.

At the time the Tartars made their last con-
quest of China, there dwelt in the Dutch town
on this island a taylor, called Iquon, who had
an enterprising genius, and an unconquerable
aversion to the Tartars. This man got tqgether
a small force, and by degrees became formida-
ble to the Tartar emperor ; who, finding that
his foible was ambition, offered to make him
king of Canton and Fokien. He sent for him to
Fokien, where he promised to invest him with
this dignity ; but instead of keeping his word,
he caused him to be seized, and conducted to
Pekin, where he was soon after poisoned. This
taylor, who was so near obtaining the rank of a
sovereign, left a son, named Coxinga, who, on
his father’s imprisonment, took upon him the
command of the fleet. = M ;

He first demanded succours of the Dutch,
which they refused; and this provoked him to
such a degree, that he resolved to turn his
whole force against Formosa. He landed with
forty thousand men, cut off all communication
between the town and the rest of the island,
and put to death those who had joined the
Dutch, with all the marks of shame and cruelty
that he could invent, and without any regard to
age, sex, or quality. He afterward attacked
all the outworks at once, which prevented the
Dutch from affording assistance to each of
them; so that these places were soon carried,
though with a vast effusion of blood, and the
gﬂovemor was forced to retire into Fort-Zealand.

he conqueror considering the strength of that
place, and how unfit his army was t0 undertallie

3 : : the
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~caused his venerable relation to be arrested, and
thrown into prison. = Adter this, though famine
and the plague raged in this camp, he pushed
on the siege with so much vigour, that the go-
vernor found himself .obliged to surrender, not-
withstanding the succours which he had ex-
pected were in sight. Accordingly, the place
being given up to the rebellious Chinese, he
marched out with the remains of his garrison,
and returned, on board the squadron; to Bata-
via ; where, instead: of reseiving the thanks of
the governor-general and council; he was com-
mitted to prison, and kept there a considerable
time, for surrendering the' place when he knew
that relief was so near. This misfortune brought
about a correspondence between the Dutch and
the Chinese emperor, who consented to afford
his assistance to restrain the power of Coxinga,
-and to prevent him from  committing 'fdepre_cgia-
tions in those seas and disturbing the commerce
between China and Japan : points of very high
concern to his subjects, and no less so' to the
Dutch, who saw the appearance of their affairs
- ‘extremely altered, by the loss of this important
settlement ;. since instead of having the Spanishy
Portuguese, and Chinese  commerce at  their
disposal, they were now no longer able to send
their own annual ships to Japan without great
difficalty and dangeni sy =98 Lose o oo
- On the accession of Aureng-Zib to the em-
pire of the Indies, the Dutch had an opportunity
of complimenting him ; which they did by a
splendid embassy, that made the power and in-
fluence of the company known to the great
monarch of Hindostan. As theycarried magnifi~
eent presents, had nothing but general favours
to
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it. People are even employed to search for it,
and to tear it up wherever they find it.

A.D. ! i

1678, the Dutch were free from any apprehen-

sion of again seeing hostile squadrons

in the Indies, they renewed their negociations

with several of the petty princes, in ordet to se- .

cure the monopoly of trade in their dominions.
And they were no less assiduous in contriving te
free themselves from those dangers to which
they were continually exposed, in their principal
settlement upon the island of Java; respecting
which they were continually in fear, from
causes that were but too well founded, and
which therefore, for the sake of domestic and
general security, they held themselves obliged to
try every methad to remove. :

The powers that occasioned this uneasiness
were the emperor of Java, and the king of Ban-
tam, now an independent prince, though bis
predecessors were only governors of that city and
province for the emperor. The Dutch had done
their business by playing off these monarchs
against each other, which scheme, though they
had hitherto practised it with much desterity
and success, they yet doubted, and with reason,
could not be done for ever; they therefore en-
deavoured to get these monarchs completely into
subjection to them, without appeating to subdue
them by force, which would have been difficult,
if not impossible. This purpose they have so far
effected, that though they think it right to treat
these sovereigns with all imaginable respect, yet
they have no longer any apprehensions from the
attempts of the emperor, nor from the Aresistsimce

v which

After the peace of Nimeguen, when
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which the king of Banmm might make to their

. eperations.

The emperor of Java is a Mohammedan, and is
constantly served by women ; of whom he takes as
many as he pleases, as wives or concubines. Some
of his priests are bound to make a pilgrimage
every year to Mecca, to make vows for the safety
and prosperity of the king and royal family..
The principal persons in his court are obliged at
every audience to approach him crawling on
their knees ; and such of his subjects as commit
the slightest fault, are poinarded on the spot with
2 little dagger : and as thisis the only punishment
in use, so the slightest as well as the greatest
faults are capital crimes among these people.

A war of considerable importance ,
broke out at Java, occasioned by the j7p4.
death of the emperor, and the disputes
whieh arose about the succession: the party
which the company adhered to was that of the
deceased emperor’s brother ; while the Javanese,
or at least a great part of them, espoused that
of his son and heir. This war was more obsti~
nate and of longer continuance than 'could have
been expected; a circumstance which was owing
to the young emperor’s taking into his service
many of the Indian soldiers, who in a time of
profound peace had been disbanded by the
Dutch, and who, being acquainted with the Iu-.
ropean discipline, proved very formidable ene-
mies.  These men shewed themselves in the
course of the war, not at all inferior in point
of sagacity and stratagem to the best officers in
the l%u‘tc-h army ; and, from their great acti-
vity in marching, and their perfect know-
ledge of the country, they gained frequent
advantages. But the company, by the help of

magazines
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magarines andfortresses, being able to keepmuch
longer in the field, and also to transport on
board their feets the troops, whenever it was
deemed necessary, the Javanese found them-
selves grievously distressed; so that at length
‘both sides, being equally fatigued with a contest
which produced nothing but mischief and blood-
shed to either, agreed to come to terms of ac-
commodation. : £
In the midst of these troubles, the go-
'1‘:‘613' vernor-general John Van Hoorn, had the
™ courage and perseverance to undertake
the rebuilding of the town-house. It had been
constructed about half ' a century before, but
being composed of brick and wood it began
to go rapidly to decay: it might indeed have
been easily and at a small expence repaired, but
that was deemed unworthy the magnificence of
Batavia. The new stadthouse shews to what a de-
ee this notion was carried, since it is reputed
e most superb structure that has been erected
by Europeans since they penetrated to the Indies.
In this noble building the council or college of
justice assembles, and it contains also apartments
for many inferior courts ; so that all the business
of the colony is transacted here, and with every
possible convenience. i
It has been confidently said, that, from the
events of this war, the administration of Bata-
via were convineed that the natives had some se-
cret resources, which, with all their industry, they
have never yet been able to discover; for the
places which had been destroyed and plundered
more than once during the continuation of hostil-

ities, and the inhabitants of which were reduced .

to the utmost misery, were in a short time in as
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them, or submit through fear. The object of
their councils, therefore, was to give effect to
this point of the surprise. The whole transac-
tion was ‘concerted in the house of Erberfeldt,
situated outside of the city. The conspirators
likewise often met at a country-house of ‘his,
whence they. carried on a correspondence with
several Mohammedan princes and chiefs of the
Indian nations, whom they had found means to
draw over to their party. They had agreed that
the first attack should be made early on the new-
year’s-day, upon the houses of the governor-ge-
neral, the council, and other magistrates in the
citadel and city, soas to include in: the massacre
all the principal persons of the government.
The last rendezvous of the conspirators was fixed
for the evening that should have preceded the
attack. Every thing was arranged, both with
regard to the destruction of the government and
‘the appointment of all the different officers in
the new arrangement of affairs. Before, how-
_ ever, the day arrived, the plot was discovered ;
the actors taken and executed ; and that the me-
mory of ‘this singular transaction might be pre-
served, the house of the principal criminal was
demolished, and the column of infamy erected
upon the spot, with an inscription in six dif-
ferent languages, to the following import :

« In this place formerly stood the house of
_¢¢ that unworthy traitor, Peter Erberfeldt, on
« which spot no other house shall henceforth
¢ stand for ever.”’ ;

As the pillar fronts the road, and most of the
people who pass by it understand some or other
of the languages, it may be presumed that this
answers the end of the government. By the

execution






203 INDIA. -

good effect; on the contrary, the rebels in the
mountains grew daily stronger, and did im-
mense mischief. ‘At length the regency thought
fit to send a body of eight hundred men against
these rebels, which succeeded in defeating and
completely dispersing them.  In the meap time
five of the Chinese desired to be admitted to the ‘
council, to whom they discovered the whole de-
sign in which their countrymen were engaged,
and toward the execution of which they had al-
ready provided cannon, ‘together with great
quantities of ammunition, which they had pri-
vately lodged in their houses, ‘as well within the .
city as without. They had likewise sunk mines
in several places, which were actually filled with
gunpowder.  On  receiving  this. information,
every precaution was taken ; the guards at the
gates of the city were doubled, the forts and-
every post destined for the security of the settle-
ment were reinforced, and all the officers were-
ordered to join their respective corps immedi-
ately, under the severest penalties. Still, how-
ever, the regency .could not believe that the
danger was so great, or the defection so univer-
sal, as it was represented ; and therefore, satis-
fed with acting on the defensive, they began to
deliberate on the means of extinguishing these
jealousies, and of reducing the Chinese to their
duty : but they were quickly made sensible of
their mistake, and that things were gone too far
to admit of any such palliative remedies ; the
Chinese relying so much on their superiority of
number, that mstead of being conciliated by this
disposition of mildness, they threw off the mask,.
and recurred at once to open force. e

S bus e0n
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On thisthe regency immediately issued

their orders that none of the Chinese jr7a,
should appear out of doors, nor have any
light in their houses, upon pain of death. At
nine in the evening the rebels, now augmented
to the number of thirty or forty thousand, ad-
vanced to the city with trumpets, drums, and
other martial music, hoping that their friends
within the gates would be ready to afford them
all necessary aid.  In this, however, they were
completely disappointed ; and after several se-
vere contests during the night, they were ob-
liged to desist and retire. e council then as-
sembled, and published an order for putting all
the Chinese within the city to immediate death,
the women and children only excepted. Their
houses ‘were accordingly broken open, and in a
few hours the streets, the rivers, and canals,
were covered with dead bodies, affording a most
dreadful and melancholy spectacle. It was then
thought necessary to erect a battery, in order to
fire upon the house of the Chinese captain, in
which about eight hundred men had taken re-
fuge. As soon asa sufficient breach was made,
it was attacked and carried by assault; when
thirty of the women ran out on the promise of
having their lives spared, and among these the
Chinese captain himself, who, being discovered
in female apparel, was seized and sent to the ci-
tadel. About noon the counsellors _returned
into the city with the detachment under their
command, and the people began to hope for
some respite from the horrors of slaughter. But
such of the Chinese as had hitherto escaped, now
driven into a state of despair, barricadoed their

houses, and then set fire to them; so that at
T3 mid-day
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mid-day the city was in flames, by which the
greatest part of it, and particularly the Chinese
quarter- which was the most populous, was re-
duced to ashes. It is impossible to express the
consternation which this occasioned 5 multitudes -
of women were seen running to the citadel for
shelter, while the men also leaped into the streets,
+ where they were either shot or cut to pieces:
with this bloody scene, and the massacre of six
hundred and thirty-five prisoners who were
confined in the citadel, the horrors of the day at
length terminated. - During the whole time of
this melancholytragedy, the riches of the people,
which were immense, were abandoned as a prey
to those who would take them ; and some who
were more engaged about pillage than the
business of murder are said to have thus obtained
eight or ten thousand crowns. No fewer than
twelve thousand Chinese of all ranks and. ages
fell in this day, whilethenumberof Dutch did not
exceed one hundred men. . Perhaps however if
the Chinese had succeeded the slaughter would
not have been less. As soon as things were a
little settled in the city, the governor-general set
a price upon the heads of the chiefs of the rebels,
but offered a pardon to all who should submit
and return to their allegiance before a certain
time; and notwithstanding what had passed, mul-
- titudes came in and accepted the proffered terms.
It will now be proper to give a brief. narrative
of: the most important circumstances relating to
the Dutch settlements in - India. *. All the inha-
bitants of Batavia enjoy liberty of conscience,
except in the article of public worship.: Priests
and . monks are not allowed  to-walk in: their
habits in . the streets, yet they are permitted to:
2 exercise
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lf;;r the most part long sabres and large buck-.
P S :

- The Topasses are idolaters composed of dif-
ferent Indian nations, and are of different trades.
and  professions ; - their merchants carry on ‘a
great commerce in all the neighbouring islands..
There are also at Batavia some of the Macassars,,
famous for their little poisoned arrows, which
they blow through a trunk; the wound given,
by one of these is mortal. The Bougils are
natives of some islands near Macassar; and since.
the conquest of this latter, they have settled at
Batavia. - They are a very hardy people, and
on that account the company employ them as.
soldiers. .+ The Armenians and other Asiatics.
who reside in Batavia. go, thither for trade, and -
stay no, longer than él__eir business requires.
The natives of the country, who are established -
in the neighbourhood. of Batavia, and for a tract-
of about forty leagues along the ountains, axe-
more . immediately subject to the . governor-
general.  The company  send . commissaries
among them, who administer justice and.
collect the public revenue. . The principal.
people resort at certain times to the metropolis,
to give an account of the conduct . of these-
commissaries in what they call the low country,
which is immediately about. the city, where the
members of government, and the rich merchants,
have their pleasure-houses.. . This part of the
island is inexpressibly beantiful, and it may be
said without exaggeration that art and nature
seem to contend in its embellishment. Rich.
and regular plantations appear on every side,
most . of. them furnished with mansion-houses-
that in splendor fall little short of palaces; and
every thing is kept in such good order as ctio

» ‘ o}
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do honour to their possessors. - The company’s

territories are however not ‘confined within .

these narrow bounds; but its authority extends
into different parts of the island. = s

The island of Ceylon is about as large as
Ireland. Tittle is known of its history, The
Hindoos say that it was conquered by the
almighty Rama, who constructed a bridge over
the shoals and islands, which is still remaining,
and is called by his name, but the Moham-
medans style it Adam’s bridge. In thereign of
Claudius, embassadors were sent to Rome by
Chingalese rajah or king. When the Portuguese
seized this island, the chief monarch was the

A.p, King of Cotta ; but the central province of
1506, Candy afterwards appears as the leading
principality. . The Portuguese retained
possession of the shores till about the year 1660,
when they were expelled by the Dutch ; between
whom and the king of Candy a war arose which
lasted seven years, and terminated in 1766
by the submission of the latter, who surrendered
all the coasts, and agreed to furnish yearly a
quantity of cinnamon at a low rate. From' the
sordid domination of the Dutch; it has lately
passed under the more liberal authority of the
A, p, DBritish; and it is to be hoped that our
1802, countrymen will furnish us with more
precise accounts of the Dutch possessions
in general, which mercantile jealousy has hither-
to concealed in profound obscurity. -

The religion of Ceylon is the ancient worship
of Boodh; whose images appear with 'short
crisped hair, because it is said that he cut it with
a golden sword that produced this effect; This
island is only important, in a commercial vfiew,
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814 TURKEY. :
' reign’s wives and concubines by whom it was
possible that there should be any poshumous pro-
geny. A tent was then set »p before the temple
of Sancta Sophia, in which was placed the body
of Amurath, with those of his murdered sons
beside him ; and this ‘skocking ceremony oc-
casioned a serious tumult of the janissaries,
which might have cost the new emperor and
all his court their lives, had it not been appeased
by the prudence and credit of the prime-visier.
Mohammed carried on his wars against Ger-
many by his pachas; butnot being successful, he
went himself to Buda with two. hundred thou-
sand men, and having taken Agria, retarned to
Constantinople. ... Hostilities were prosecuted
with the greatest fury ; and when the Turks
took Alba-regalis, the Christians were, by the
- terms of the capitulation, to march out in safety
with their arms ; but their merciless and trea-
cherous conquerors put them all to death, to the
number of many thousands..; . . -~

The insolence of the janissaries, now greatly
increased, and they were perpetually revolting
and " fighting with, the , other  soldiers. . The
pachas, in many provinces, also rebelled ; and
the sultan, through fear, made peace with them,
and confirmed them. in their offices. ]

. No less cruel to his own offspring than he had
been to that of his father, Mohammed sacrificed
his eldest son, a prince of estimable qualities, on
very. slight. grounds of  suspicion, .. Immersed
in the pleasures of the seraglio, he bestowed no

other attention on public affairs than he was ab- .
solutely compelled to. This indifference was
treated with great contempt by his subjects,
who neither loved nor feared him. He died
; : ungegretted
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he was exposed to the danger of being rewarded
only by disgrace; but from this danger he was
extricated by his courage and resolution. He
began then to think of supporting his authority by
some new success ; and putting himself at the
head of the army, marched in quest of the
enemy on the banks of the Danube. When
on the point of obtaining the victory, he received
a ball in the head, and fell. 'This accident dis-
couraged the Turks, and they abandoned the
field of battle, from which they could with dif-
ficulty carry off their dying commander. The
sovereign soon followed his general to the grave.
As an individual, he was ci:erful, lively, and
agreeable ; a poet and a musician, possessed of
ahappy temper, and incapable of doing any
man an injury. If Solyman was fit only fora
dervise, Ahmed, at least, in private life, would
have formed a very amiable character.
AD. Mustapha II. seemed to give new
1695, vigour to the empire, which had lan-
guished under his predecessors. The
care which he took, and the exertions he made,
to form the troops under his own eye, inspired
the nation with the greatest hopes.. He declared
that he would himself lead his army against the
enemy : he did so, but met with a more dis-
gfracef\ﬂ and more complete defeat than the
urks had ever experienced. This misfortune
induced the sultan to sue for peace. - Though it
was equally desired by the emperor of Germany,
and . the: other confederate: princes, the preli-
minaries were not easily settled, as each power,
through a point of honour, was unwilling to
make the first: advances. This difficulty being
vemoved, and the war terminated, the sultan,
g following
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very extensive plan ; and the same gpirit has -

singe shewn itself at Constantinople, Adrianople,
Philippoli, Nissa, and other places, where the
inhabitants have at differ mt times arisen upon
the magistrates, dividing jato parties and fight-
ing most furiously. Civii war, probably fo-
mented by the French who had invaded Egypts
or the effects of she principles they dissiminated,
appeared likely to hecome general thronghout
Turkey ; and had it not been for the assistance
of the English, and the regard which was paid
by them to its interests in the late pacification,
the Ottoman Porte would probably; ere now,

have ceased to exist as an independent state. ,

Both in Asia and Europe, indeed, it is com-
posed only of conquered nations. Few of them
" are interested in the preservation of its intes
ity ; and there are nonme really attached to
government, but the great who command,
the soldiers who are paid by it, and, in general,
those whom the police or religion invest with
authority. Hence, the first war in which it
may be involved with any of the powerful
European nations, will easily effect its dissolu-
tion, unless prevented by the jealousy of the
Test.
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2% The Author of the prefent Work lays his claim
to attention, on the ground of its utility, and of its
novel and interefting contents. He has brought for-
ward many thoufands of anecdotes and obfervations
which will tend to promote the ftudy of the deligh:fui
fcience of Natural Hiftory ; he has ranged through an
expenfive collection of books, amounting in number to
nearly a thoufand volumes ; and has methodifed the
accounts and traits of chara&er, recorded in the Works
of all authentic Travellers and Hiflorians, from the
carlieft to the prefent times. : i 2i
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IIT, AN ESSAY on ABSTINENCE from ANI-

MAL FOOD, as a Moral Duty, EaaL
By JOSEPH RITSON.
¢t Unde fames homini vetitorum tanta ciborum,

Audetis vefci, genus & mortale > Quod oro,

Ne facite ; et monitis animos advertite noftris.”
A Ouvidinse

“ Je n'n‘?u la témérité de pretendre reformer le
genre humain, mais affez de conrage pour dire la vé-
rité, fans me foucier des criailleries de ceux qui la re-
doutent, parce qu'ils ont intérét de tromper notre
efpece, ou de la laiffer dans des erreurs dont ils font
Nl‘t‘-llné_mes les dupévs‘.-” " Didevot, Code de la Nature.

tis an unpopular attempt to attack prejudices,
eflablithed by time and habit, and fecured t‘:vlhe car=-
ruptions of luxurious life. It is equally unpleafant to
attempt the reformation of abufes, without the leaft
Profpe&t of fuccefs : yet there is a fecret pleafure in
Pleading the caufe of humanity and helplefs inno-
€cnge. Dafor Gregary’s Comparative View,
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