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THE, CONQUEST OF GRANADAs 

CHAPTER X. 

Kine Ferpinanp held a council of war at 
poe whe it was deliberated what was to 

Alhama, Most of the council ad- 

feed ட i should be demolished, inasmuch 

as, being in the centre of the Moorish kingdom, 
it would be at all times liable to ac andy 
Soule ont be maint 

ட a at Céidova in the midst of these deli- 
berations, and listened to them with surprise 
and impatience. ‘‘ What!” said she, “shall 
we destroy the first fruits of our victories? 

shall we abandon the first place we have wrested 
from the Moors? Never let us suffer such an 
idea to occupy our minds. It would give new 
courage to the enemy; arguing fear or feeble- 
ness in our councils. You talk of the toil 
and expense of maintaining Alhama. Did we 
doubt, on undertaking this war, that it was to 

VOL. I, G  
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THE-CONQUEST“OR.GRANADA. 209. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Siege of Ronda. 

Tue bold Hamet el Zegri, the alcayde of 
Ronda, had returned sullenly to his strong 

hold after the surrender of Coin. He had 
fleshed his.sword in battle with the Christians; 
but his thirst for vengeance was still unsatisfied. 
Hamet:gloried in the strength of his fortress 
and the valour of his people. . A fierce and 
warlike populace was at his command; his 

. ‘signal fires would summon. all the warriors of 

the Serrania; his Gomeres almost subsisted on 
the spoils of Andalusia; and inthe rock on 

which his fortress. was built were hopeless 
dungeons, filled. with Christian captives, who 

had. been. carried off by these war hawks -of 

the mountains, 

Ronda was considered as impregnable. It 
was situate in the heart of wild and rugged 
mountains, and perched upon an isolated rock,  
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