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- MORDAUNT. 

  

The STORY of Madame la Marautse de 

eo ce ப் by herself to Miss CLiFEORD. 

  

My father was ‘a man of birth and of con- 

fiderable fortune, moft of which he had {pent 

in the fervice before he married my mother ; 

but he then enjoyed court favour, a govern- 

went; and other lucrative. offices. He was 

forty years of age, and fhe only twenty. Her 

fortune was more ample than his had ever 

been; yet he had fo liberal and magnificent 

a turn of mind, that, when he died, my mo- 

thers. fortune, of which he could draw only 

. the rents, was al he left as a provifion for his 

family... 

‘Three years before his death I ee — 
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tion of my mother, who would rather fiat I 

had been educated # home under her own 

eye: but my father gave frequent entertain- 

ments, was proud of my mother’s accom- — 

plithments, and feared that her attention to my 

education would often prevent her from ap- 

pearing in thofe affemblies, of which he con- 

fidered her as the greateft ornament. My 

mother yielded with regret a point which fhe _ 

thought very material. eee : 

The convent in which I was boarded, and 

where I remained three years, had a high re- 

putation. ‘Thofe nuns, to which the educa- 

tion of the boarders is peculiarly intrufted, - 

execute the tatk, for the moft part, in a con- 

fcientious manner, and to the beft of their 

underftanding. The impreflion they make 

on the young mind very often remains through — 

life. This impreffion has an oppofite effect, 

aceoftding to the character of thofe on which 

it is made. . Some it renders fuperftitious ; 

others, foon after they are introduced into fo- 

ciety, on hearing fome of the no} ion 5 an 
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practices they learned at the convent turned 

into ridicule, are apt to become irreligious. On 

106. the impreffion was of the firft kind ; for, 

at the time I was removed from the convent, 

T had a great inclination to become a nun. 

[Here I could not help interrupting the 

marchionefs with a fudden exclamation— 

*« Good heaven ! to become a nun.” 

«@ Yes, my dear,” refumed fhe, {miling : 

«¢ and if at that age you had lived as long in 

the fame fociety, for fome of the nuns were ex- 

tremely amiable as well as pious, I make no 

doubt but you would have had the fame in- 

clination.’’] | 

Secluded from the ordinary occupations of 

life, it is not furprifing that they fhould place 

almoft the whole of goodnefs in the perform- 

ance of religious ceremonies and devout con- 

templations. Some particular ceremonies may 

even be amufing to the fancy of a child ;, and 

at any rate was, I thought, an eafy purchafe for 

that eternal happinefs to be fecured by per- 

forming them, and which I was inftructed 

BQ
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would be பலப் by on more at ite 

in the world: அண்ட ee: | 

An incident of a peculiar nature,. however, 

induced my mother to infift with my father that — 

I thould be removed from. the convent fooner 

than the had agreed to: after which the compa- 

ny and converfation of my mother gradually = 

diminifhed’' my prejudice in favour of the 

convent, and I loft all defire to bea nun: but 

while fhe endeavoured to efface every trace of 

childith fuperftition from my mind, fhe took 

equal pains to imprint fentiments of rational 

picty in their ftead. © She deferibed: fuperfti- 

tion to me as a weaknefs, which fhe thought, 

however, had not fo pernicious an ‘effect on. 

the female character as infidelity; fhe told me 

that the moft profligate women fhe had ever 

known were thofe*who were, or affeéted to 

be, infidels: fuperftition, therefore, fhe con- 

temned, but impiety filled her with horror. 

[{ again interrupted the marchionefs’s nar- 

rative, faying, ‘¢ that, if fhe had no objeétion, ~ 

I had foie curiofity to know what the inci--
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dent was which determined her mother to re- 

move her from the cgnvent fooner than the 

had before agreed to:” but thinking that the 

hefitated a little, 1 immediately added, « that 

if it was of a fecret nature, or if, for any other 

reafon, fhe had the fmalleft fcruple to com- 

municate it, I begged fhe would forgive me, 

and proceed.” | 

₹£ Secret nature-——no—it is rather of a ridi- 

eulous nature,’ anfwered the marchionefs: 

8 but, fuch as it is, fince you with to know 

it, you, fhall be indulged.” ] 

You. can hardly form a notion, my dear 

Mifs Clifford, (continued the marchionefs,) of 

the ftrange incongruous ideas that) may be 

united in the brain of young perfons by cer- 

tain impreffions, and by the ambiguity of 

words. In the convent in which I was, a 

young relation of mine was alfo a boarder— 

about fifteen years of age, of a lively imagi- 

nation, and confidered as a little faint, on ac- 

count of the animation of her geftures in pers 

forming the ufual ceremonies of devotion, 

B 3
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and the fervour of her expreflions, when the 
{poke on religious fubjects. 

Sermons were occafionally preached in the 
chapel adjoining to the convent. A tall, 

handfome ecclefiattic, of a majeftic appear- 
ance, preached an eloquent fermon ‘on the 

love we owe to God. This fermon, and the 

preacher, feemed to make a deep imprefiion 

on the young lady: fhe was more thoughtful 

than ufual, and fometimes feemed quite loft 

in meditation. She told me one day, that 

though fhe had always loved God, the was 

now fenfible that fhe never had, in the degree 

that fhe ought, until fhe heard the comely 

ecclefiaftic’s fermon. She owned, that her 

former love approached to coldnefs, when 

compared with what fhe now felt; that for- 

merly the -feldom had thought of him, ex- 

cept when fhe was at her prayers, and fome- 

times not even then; but now he entirely 

occupied her thoughts by day and night. | 

This young lady’s mother had been for 

a confiderable time in a diftant province of
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France. The daughter had always men-~ 

tioned her to me in ¢he moft affectionate 

terms, regretting the caufes which kept: her 

fo long abfent, and looking forward to her 

return as a fource of happinefs. 

’ My mother called one day at the convent, 

and informed the young lady, that her mo- 

ther, finding that fhe would be detained 

ftill a confiderable time in the country, and 

being impatient to fee her, was to fend a 

perfon to Paris, to accompany the young 

Jady to the province ;—that the might there- 

fore prepare for her departure within a few 

days. த் 

So far. from manifefting any appearance of 

joey, as my mother expected, the young lady 

-feemed rather affli@ed at the news. 

*© What! are you not happy at the 

thoughts of returning fo foon to Langue- 

doc ?” faid my mother. 

«« No,” replied the; ‘*I would rather re- 

main where I am.” 

*¢ Are you not impatient to fee-your mo- 

B 4
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ther ?—I thought you had been exceedingly 
fond of your mother,’ 

“So Tam very fond of her—exceedingly 
fond of her, that is certain: but do nae ima- 

gine that I love her as I love God, for I do 

live shimeta Gracious Heaven !”? cried the, 
clafping her hands and turning up her eyes, 

** how I[ do love him!” : 

My mother, on farther inquiry, having 
difcovered the date and occafion of this vio- 
lent paftion, thought proper to remove me 
from the convent that very evening, and to 
fend the young lady ‘to her parents, at Lan- 
guedoc, a few days after, 3 

Though my mother was folicitous to lower 
that {pecies of exultation on certain fubjeéts, 
which my fancy had acquired in the nun- 

-nery, yet the was fenfible that every attempt 
of that fort was to be managed with deli- 

cacy ; for, as fhe afterwards informed me, 
fhe had heard a girl of twelve years of ‘age, 

who after the death of her parents had been 
boarded in a conyent, tell her guardian, a
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man of piety and literature, on his ‘explaining 

~ fome religious article differently from the 

-fenfe in which fhe tinderitood it; *thetin-all 

points. which concerned her falvation «fhe 

would adhere to her own opinion; in other 

matters, of lefs importance, fhe would en- 

deavyour to fhow due deference to his.” 

If my mother had abruptly oppofed cer- 

tain notions which’ I carried with me from 

the conyent, and have fince renounced, I am 

by no means certain that I thould not have 

made fome fuch anfwer as that of this felf- 

fufficient girl; and if. my opinion had been 

violently attacked, my prejudice in its favour 

~ would probably have increafed by mere dint 

of defending it. : 

[Having again apologifed to the marchio- 

nefs for my interruption, and thanked” her 

for her complaifance, fhe proceeded in her 

narrative. ] . 

The ftyle in which my mother lived, after 

the death of my father, might have been 

called retired, when compared with what it
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had been before: yet the ftill cultivated a fe~ 

- le& circle of acquaintance. As the was paf- 

fionately fond of mufic, fhe went fometimes 

to the opera, and attended private concerts 
ftill oftener: fhe alfo carried me with her, 

on a few occafions, to what is properly called 
the Théatre Francaife. During my father’s 
life-time fhe attended the court affiduoufly ; 
after his death the very feldom went, unlefs | 

on public occafions; though fhe continued 
to fee the princefs Elizabeth as often as that 
virtuous princefs, who had a great efteem for 
my mother, fignified a defire that the thould 
go to Verfailles. 

As IT was an only child, and heirefs to my 

mother’s fortune, it will not furprife you that 
Thad lovers. Several gentlemen afked her per- 
miffion to pay me their addreffes: none of 
them interefted me ; and {he put an end to 

their fuits, one after another, without ex- 

preffing either approbation or difapprobation 
of my indifference, She withed to obferve 
how I a myfelf inclined, without interfer.
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ing before it was neceflary. At laft, a man 

of higher name, and more illuftrioufly con- 

nected than any who had addreffed me hi- 

therto, declared his paffion for me: he was 

handfome, genteel in his perfon, and related 

to a young lady for whom I had conceived a 

friendthip. , Though I heard his declaration 

'-with more fatisfaction than I had liftened to 

any language of the fame kind before, yet I 

feemed to treat it as common-place compli- 

ment; and when he was about to enforce it 

with new proteftations, he was interrupted 

_by fome company that joined us. 

I do not know why I did not inform my 

mother of this; perhaps I thought it more 

becoming that 4e fhould {peak to her in the 

firft place ; perhaps I was a little afraid the 

might not approve : the truth is, I did not 

mention it when I had an opportunity ; and 

the omiflion did not proceed from forgetful- 

nefs. 

When. he repeated his former declaration 

to me, I anfwered, « that. Lnever liftened
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to language of that nature from any man 

without. the approbation of my mother.” 

He foon found an opportunity of explain- 

ing himfelf to her. . She was better ac- 

quainted with this perfon’s chara@ter than I 

was, and did not at all approve of his pro- 

poial. Sie faite him, however, ‘< that 

much would depend on myfelf, and that fhe 

would talk to me on the fubject.” 

Having conftrued what I laft faid to him 

as an acquiefcence, he told my mother that 

he had already obtained my confent, and now _ 

only needed hers. 

At this my வ் exprefied furprife, and 

repeated, that fhe would {peak with me. 

The only. time lever faw any thing like 

referve, in my dear. mother’s behaviour to- © 

wards me, or any expreffion but that. of fond- 

nefs in her eyes, when directed to me, was 

when: I firft met her after her interview with 

this man, who I thall call by the name of 

Count ; not withing to diftinguifh him more 

particularly, out of regard to his‘family, —
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- [had béen out in the carriage with a lady, 

his relation, when he Rad called on my mo- 

ther. We returned together to dinner.” 

: Other company came after dinner; fo that 

fhe had no opportunity of fpeaking with me 

till all had withdrawn. 
er he alteration in my mother’s manner af. 

feted me fo ப்ட் that the lady faid— 

«© What can be the matter with you, my 

dear; you were all cheerfualnefs while we 

were abroad, and now you feem quite for- 

rowful |’. I anfwered—*‘* I was not very 

well;”’ but begged fhe would take no notice 

of it, left it fhould make my mother uneafy. 

As foon as the company wefe gone, my 

‘mother withdrew to her own apartment. I 

followed : my bed-chamber was adjoining to 

hers. She difiniffed her maid as well as 

: mine; who attended to undrefs us, faying fhe 

would ring when the needed them. 

Burfting into’ tears as foon as they were 

gone-——“ Ah! my dear mother, I fear you 

are difpleafed with me.”
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«« Indeed, Adelaide,” faid the, « Iam.’ 
- “© "Though convinted, from your beha- 

viour, that I have done fomething wrong, yet 

Tam unconfcious what it is.”’ 

«© Do you pretend not to be fenfible,” re- 

fumed fhe, “that I have reafon to be of- 

fended ?? ் 

‘© I pretend nothing,” replied I; ** I be- 

lieve I muft have acted improperly, but I am 

not fenfible in what ; pray inform me, that I 

may undo it directly.” 

** Can you perceive no impropriety in வ 

fenting to the addrefles of the Count, with- 

out confulting me?” : 

‘* T affented to nothing. On the contrary, 

I told him, « That I could liften to no man’s 

addrefles without your approbation.” 

** Even that was a kind of implication,” 

faid fhe, “ that you would be pleafed with 

his addreffes if I {hould approve.” 

« Was it not alfo an implication, my dear- 

eft madam, that I fhould never more liften to 

them if you thould nor approve ?’”” ‘



MORDAUNT. 15 

‘© He might not fee that fo clearly,’ the 

replied. ° ry 

«© He thall find it, however,’’ faid I. 

«< The Count told me that he had obtained 
your confent,”” continued my mother. 

“In that he told a falfehood,” faid I; 

“ for my anfwer was what I have already 

mentioned, and nothing elfe.” 

— & You mutt be fenfible,”’ refumed my 

mother, “ that your happinefs, my dear, is 

the objeG@ neareft my heart.’’ 

«© I am fully perfuaded of it,” I anfwered. 

** Do you really with, then, that I fhould 

confent to your being the wife of this man?’ 

<< J fhall never with that you fhould con- 

fent to what you do not approve.” 

<¢ The birth of the Count, bis fplendid 

connexions, his external appearance, per- 

baps, may have influenced you a little in his 

favour.’’. 

“«¢ Jf ever thofe circumftances had any in- 

fluence with me in his fayour, they now 

weigh againft him.’”.
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How fo ?” : 

** Becaufe,”’ replied d, «as it is evident you 

do not approve of him, I am convinced that. 

you have: fome objection which outweighs all - 

thofe advantages.” | 

*¢ Indeed, my dear, I have,” faid the with 

fervour ; “ and my objeGion is, that I have 

the ftrongeft reafon for thinking that he has 

a wicked heart. Heaven’ forbid, that all 

the rank, that all the riches, or any thing 

elfe which this world- can beftow, fhould 

ever prevail on me to ally my child with 

vice 1174 

‘She afterwards told me, that fhe was in- 

formed of the real character of the Count; 

partly from thofe who had known him from 

his childhood, and partly from certain adven- 

tures of his, which fhe had accidentally come to 

the knowledge of, though unknown to the 

public, and of which he himfelf was ignorant 

that fhe was acquainted? She affured me that 

he was devoid .of principie,-haeghty, over- 

bearing, and addicted to mean company, from
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a love of that adulation which fuch may can 

befow.- : ட் 

Of thé Ieee of the Count I hada 

pretty ftrong proof the following day, whiten 

he called and found me alone. 

I fignified to him, in the moft polite terms 
I could, that I declined the propofal he had 

done me the honour to make. 

“What!” faid he, ‘* your motlier difap- 

proves of me, then ?” i: 

£5 adi have not mentioned ry mother, fir,” 

faid I; “ but I have infermed you of vad 

own fentiments.” 

«J plainly perceive,” fai he, வலர, 

25 that this comes from: your mother.” | 

aes: Yet,” replied I, piqued at his infolent 

manner, ‘‘ I cannot fee. any thing wonderful 

or unnatural in fuppofing it to come entirely 

from mytfelf.” | 

My mother entered the room at this mo- 

ment—— 

ful. piso cues! ” faid he, « madam, that 

POSITS ௦
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the propofal I made to: you would depend on. 

. your daughter’s own deeifion.. சம 

«< I am happy-to find,” id the,  « that my 

daughter and I think in the fame ஷு. 

«You will permit me, madam,” faid he, 

«* to have fome fimall doubt on that head.’’ 

«Pray, fir, on what. is . your doubt 
founded ??” த 

“« Onsthis; madam ; that it is more pro- 
bable that I may not hit the faney of an old 

woman than of a young one.” 

Having pronounced. this infolent {peech, 

he withdrew, with an air of arrogance. . : 

This behaviour bears more refemblance to 

the manners of the rudeft people of Europe; 

than to what might be expected from a man 

of rank, in a country diftinguifhed for po- 

litenefs, before all traces of politenefs, as 

well as of humanity, were banifhed from the. 

nation... I have heard it remarked, however, 

by fome who have had opportunities of com- 

paring the charafters of the=various: nations . 

of Europe, that though Frenchmen were more:
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polite. than their neighbours by art, yet they 

were lefs fo by. nature, owing to an im- 

petuofity of temperament, which, on the 

fhadow of provocation, makes them forget 

reftraints of every kind, and hurries into im- 

prudencies and difficulties, from which even 

fubmiffion and adulation cannot extricate 

them. The Count furnifhed an example of 

this. A few days after his infolence to my 

mother, he wfote her a penitential letter, ac- 

knowledging the impertinence of his be- 

haviour, begging her pardon in the humbleft 

manner, and expreffing his hopes that fhe 

would allow him to renew his addrefies, and 

to endeavour to efface the bad impreffion 

which his foolith and infolent conduct muft 

have made on me. 

He alfo prevailed on fome of his relations 

to plead his caufe with my mother; and 

though he had every reafon to believe that, 

after what had pafied, all would be without 

faccefs, yet, when he found that we perfe- 

vered in the fentiments already exprefied, he 

3
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ftormed, and raged as if it had been a freth in- 

OUR. ke os த e ne 6 

- Soon after this, monfieur le marquis னித 

was introduced into the fociety my mother 

13014: frequented. ‘Thad many opportunities of _ 

meeting and converfing with him. . He was 

endowed with every thing which could ren= 

‘der him attractive to woman, except fortune : 

that was precifely what I laid the leaft ftrefs 

upen. It is not furprifing, therefore, that he 

made. a ftrong impreffion on my heart ; and 

it was with the utmoft fatisfaction that I per- 

ceived, in fpite of the pains he took to con-- 

ceal it, that I had made the fame on his. On’ 

his part, however, he had no fufpicion of my 

partiality for him. - As I am certain, that in 

other matters monfieur de M—-— has more. 

penetration than I can boaft, I conclude that, 

in this particular bufinefs of love, women : 

are generally quicker-fighted than men. What 

confirms me in this opinion is, that my mo- 

ther difcovered not only his paffion for me, 

but alfo my. partiality for him, long before
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he had any idea’ of it himfélf. ரம 
quence of this obfervation,. without relying 

on the favourable notion the had of him, the 
made minute inquiry, from thofe who had 
been acquainted with him from his infancy, 
concerning his difpofition, temper, particular 

habits, and propenfities; and, having re- 
ceived fatisfactory information on thofe points, 

fhe faddenly {aid to me, one கக when I 

was in a kind of réverie—*< Pray, Adelaide, 

what do you think of monfieur de M 

As monfieur de M—-— was the very man 

  

I was thinking of, the abruptnefs of this 

queftion made me ftart, and afterwards bluth, 

as if I had been detected in a crime; for I 

Knew that he was a younger brother, and had 

little or no fortune; and I was by no means 

convinced that my mother would put as lit- 

tle ftrefs on that article as I did. Indeed I 

had been fo much accuftomed to hear myfelf 

fpoken of as an heiref, and entitled to mgrry 

‘aman of fortune as well as birth, that I laid 

my account with being univerfally cenfured, 

eo
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“Gf I ever fhould difpofe of my hand other- 

wife. ae OSLO ea 

Seeing my furprife and confufion at the 

queftion, my mother refumed—< I fhould 

not have thought that you would have been 

at any lofs to have anfwered my queftion, be- 

caufe every body thinks favourably of mon- 

fieur de M—-—, and none more fo than my- 

felf, I thould be furprifed, indeed, my dear, 
to find you of a different opinion.” 

In the confufion into which my mother’s 

queftion had thrown me, I did not perceive 

the playful humour fhe was in; and I was 

fimple enough to begin to affure her, with 

_earneftnefs, that I had no reafon ta think 

more unfavourably of the gentleman than fhe 

and the reft of the world did.” 

‘© Well, my dear,” {aid my mother, fmil- 
ing, “Tam glad to find that you are not fin- 

gular in this inftance: but have you any rea- 

fog to believe that he thinks very favourably 

of you?” ல ் 

Though I had ‘not the leaft doubt on the
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fabje&, this queftion embarrafied me almoft 

as much as the formtr. © 1 anfwered, after 

hefitation, << that he never had made any 

declaration of that nature to me.” 

.. That is not exactly an anfwer to my 

queftion,”’ rejoined my mother ; ‘* however, 

ந thall take it for granted that you have ob- 

ferved, as clearly as I have done; that al- 

though he has made no declaration in words, 

yet he entertains the fentiments of efteem and 

love for you.” 

I did not know what to make of my mo- 

ther’s difcourfe : my heart. fluttered, and 

my mind was bewildered between hope and 

fears உ ் | 

«« But. you know,” refumed fhe, “ that 

monfieur de M—— is a younger brother, 

that he has no fortune.” 

This obfervation came like a piece of ice 

to my breaft. I was filent. | 

5 Do not you know, my dear, that mon- 

fieur de M—— has no fortune ?”’ repeated fhe. 

ae c 4 
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** But you feem to think,” replied I, af- 

fuming courage, ‘that he has every other 

good quality.” — : es 

«« They would not be fufficient to fcreen you 

from a thoufand mortifications and diftreffes ; 

unlefs,” added my mother, fecing me turn 

pale, “ unlefs you had that neceflary article, 

in which alone he is deficient ; but, as you 

are fufficiently provided in that, if you have 

as high an opinion of him as I have, you 
‘thall have my confent to liften to his addreffes, 

and to give him the anfwer your heart dic- 

tates.” | 

{ threw my‘felf into my mother’s arms with 
ail the rapture of filial fondnefs and grati- 

tude. ட. 2 

[Here I could not help interrupting the 

marchionefs with the exclamation—‘ What 
a delightful woman has your mother been !”7] 

«Ah! Muls Clifford, the was an angel,” 

cried fhe—< My guardian angel, affuredly.—: 

But, heayenly powers ! where was hers, when _
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யலை 2௨௦ 18% ௨௦0 think ‘on ‘that dreadful 

feeine ர க வ 

நக வண்ணன்: continued apelin ek 

and unable to proceed for a confiderable time. 

I did not interrupt her. She at length dried 
-her eyes, faying, «« Why do I lament the fate 

ef one in heaven?” And, after another paufe, 

during which fhe feemed loft in reflection, 

fhe exclaimed, © ©. what mifery has my poor 

country endured ! France is a real purgatory. 

What many of the inhabitants have fuffered 
in this world will be confidered, I hope, as 

expiatory in the next.’’ Then, fixing me, 

fhe added —** But the Phe do not believe 

in- -purgatory a : 

Some of them do,’ anfwered, «* others 

do not.’ Se 

_ §© Why do they not all believe it ?”’ refumed 

fhe. “Iam furprifed, my dear Mifs Clif. — 

ford, that you do not.—What reafon have you 

for doubting it?” - ரப ee 

Ate nae my -dear madam, ” ee நலக ரர்
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rather falls on you to declare what reafon you 

have for believing it.” 5 

_-«€ What reafon !—what reafon! You can- 

not imagine,” refumed fhe, “ that I am deep 

read in controverfy; but I think it a fufficient 

seafon for my believing the doétriné of pur-. 

gatory, that the vaft majority of the moft fe- 

rious and refpectable people whom I have - 

known fince my infancy, and. with whom I 

have converfed in the courfe of my life, be+ . 

lieve it.” 

«* Is that a good reafon ?”’ faid T. 

*: Upon my word I think fo, for an igno- 
a, rant perfon like me,”’ replied the. 

*« Why then are you furprifed that I do 

_ not believe the doctrine of —— my dear 

_ marchionefs ?”’ 

‘© How do you mean? I do not underftand 

you,” faid fhe. 

** I declare,” refumed I, « that I am not 

more deeply read in controverfy than yous 

but that the vaft majority of the moft ferious



MORDAUNT, சர 

ang “refpectable people whom I have known 

fince my infancy, and* with whom -I have 

converfed, do not believe the doGrine of pur-~ 

gatory.”’ 

«« Well,”’ replied fhe, {miling, «J per- 

ceive you think that you have brought the 

foundation of our faiths to a level; but you 

forget that our church, which afferts the doc- 

trine in queftion, is by far the moft ancient.” 

*« Forgive me, I do not forget that,” faid 

I: ‘* but I alfo remember to have heard cer- 

tain members. of our church obferve, that to 

affert is one thing, and to prove is another.”’ 

<¢ Does your church,” rejoined the mar- 

chionefs, ‘ affert nothing but what it proves?” 

-I was relieved from anfwering this queftion 

by the maid entering with tea: and, after fhe 

withdrew, the marchionefs, inftead of repeat-_ 

ing it, obferved, ** that we had been leds fhe 

did not know how, into a very fingular dif- 

euffion for two women.”’ 

“ We have at leat difcovered,” refumed i 

“‘ the origin of moft people’s religious belief,
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as well as our own; that, however different 

or oppofite they miay be, they proceed 

from the fame caufe, and therefore ought not 

to be a fource of hatred or perfecution.” © 

The marchionefs agreed very readily to the 

inference; but infifted, that “ though the 

foundation was ge enerally laid in the fame 

manner, yet the ground on ரபர் fome reli-. 

gions ftood, and the materials of which they 

were compofed, might be more folid and 

more genuine than thofe of others ; and that: 

which had ftood the longeft, in fpite of a 

thoufand ftorms and tempefts, was, in her 

opinion, the moft fecure.” | 

To this I made no anfwer; but I begged 

the marchione’s to refume her narrative, which 

fhe did in the following terms. ] 

Soon after the {cene between my mother 

and me, which [have already deferibed, mon- 

ficar de M—— paid his addreffes, and the 

ceremony of our marriage followed at no 

great diftance of time. 

The happinefs which we ee during
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" the thort period in which we lived together, 

I imagine, has been feldom equalled, and ne~- 

ver farpafled, in this world. One fource of 

enjoyment to us both was to be witnefles to 

the fatisfaction of my mother, who, delighted 
withthe manner in which fhe, faw us live to- 

gether, thanked Heaven every day, that, in 

her daughter’s marriage, the had paid more 

attention to the charaéter than the fortune of 

her hufband.—‘* Ah! my Adelaide,” would 

fhe fometimes fay, on contemplating the mu- 

tual efteem and affection that exifted between 

us, “ what a poor compenfation would any 

quantity of additional wealth be to you for 

_ having miffed the felicity you now enjoy !” 

- "Phe happy period I fpeak of was imme- 

diately previous to the revolution. Monfieur 

de M—— is a man of benevolence, a lover of 

" juftice, and one who feels a ftrong fentiment 

of indignation at every act of oppreffion. He 

was fenfible of certain abufes in government, 

and often regretted the fufferings of the poor, 

particularly the peafantry, who were more
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expofed than others to oppreflion, and whofe * 

comforts, whee they tafte them; depended, in 

his opinion, more on the generofity of their 

lords than on‘*the protection of the laws. 

Notwithitanding the rank to which he was 

born, and that his expectations in life had been 

founded on court-favour, he faw the begin-= 

nings of the revolution with fatisfaction, from 

the hopes that fuch reformation would be 

adopted as would equally tend to the fafety of 

the monarchy and ‘he happinefs of the peo- > 

ple. He foon, however, began to be alarmed 

at the violence of fome of the popular lead- 

ers, and was every day more thocked at their 

proceedings. In the progrefs of events, many 

of his friends; and fome of his relations, emi- 

grated: they wrote, urging him to the fame ™ 

meafure. It was even ftated, that his not 

joining thofe of his countrymen, who were 

affembling at Coblentz, would be conftrued 

into difloyalty or timidity. | 
He fpoke to me on the fubject. For my 

part, 1 1180 never thought on politics or go-
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yérnment in my life; they were topics I 

abhorred at that particular time more than 

ever, becaufe of the everlafting difcuflions I 

had for fome time heard, in all companies, 

upon them. When my hufband approved of _ 

the revolution I adopted his fentiments, be-- 

caufe they were his, being fully perfuaded 

that he was a better judge than I. When he 

changed his opinion J changed mine, for the 

fame reafon I had before adopted it. Subfe- 

quent events have well fonfirmed me in my 

new way of thinking.’ 

Seeing the king and the royal family aban- 

doned by the greater part of the nobility, who 

had fled from France, and willing to believe 

that fomething might be (till done, within the 

kingdom, in fupport of the monarchy, my 

hufband was unwilling to emigrate. He re- 

ceived many reproaching letters from his re- 

lations on that account. As if the lof of 

rank and fortune, with the neceffity of feek- 

ing refuge and protection from ftrangers, was 

not calamity enough to the emigrants from
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my unhappy country, they augment the bit- 

ternefs of their own, condition by reciprocal. 

- animofities:. The declared enemies ofthe 

emigrants have not treated the whole clafs 

with lefS candor than the different deftrip- 

tions of them have done each other. 

Unable any longer to refift the folicitations 

of fome of his friends, my hufband determined. 

to. withdraw from லது and join the army 

under the command of the prince of Condé. 

I had obferved him®for fome days uncom- 

monly thoughtful ; but as I knew that he 

concealed nothing from me that he did not 

think improper to be communicated, though - 

I was extremely uneafy on account of his 
| prefent referve, I abftained from all i Anquiries, 

and betrayed no fymptom of curiofity to know 
what he feemed inclined to keep me igno- 

‘rant of, ப 

He at laf oa to me one day, aban a pretty 

long filence, and after feveral fighs which he 
endeavoured in vain to fupprefs—* When 
you mazried a foldier, my dear Adelaide, you
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se oe laid your account oe occational 

   feparation, when the voice of honour, or 5 

due oe his profeffion,. called him from. you.” 

ப J took hold of his hand, 

  

but was unable to 
   

He then procested to. cone me டம் 

abe refolution he had formed ; that it was in 

confequenee of the advice of his friends, and 

து very ferious reflection on his own part, that 

in fighting under. the banners of the prince 

் of Condé, in the prefert: eaufe, he thought 

he was ferving not ie his ae but his 

country. ; 

4 wall not enone to defcribe what pafied 

from this time until his departure: I muft 

only inform you that my mother was in ill 

» health at that period; fo that it would have 

been cruel in me to have feparated mytfelf 

a her had it been my inclination. 

ie is alfo neceflary that I fhould inform you 

: that the Count wasa relation of the archbifhop 

of Sens ; ; that, during the, agitations in France, 

‘for. fome time tee the ‘revolution, actually 

VOL. II. ற
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began, and particularly while ர ட்டம் ரி 

Was prime-minifter, the Cour 

    

moft furious againtt any | kind of ஒன் on 

the part of government, or ‘the leaf redrefs of 

any of the grievances complained of at that : 

time he expected power ‘and eminent fitua~ 

tions, from a confirmation of the old. fyftem, 

with all its abufes. He declared that nothing 

ought to be granted to the canaille 5 and he 

confidered nine-tenths of the. nation 29 ௪8-.. 

741/2... ் ் 

After the aonbition, was obliged to as 

the helm, the Count began to change his lan- 

guage. This alteration was more and more 

remarkable in the progrefs of the revolution, 

until at laft the change was fo complete, that 

'. thofé whom he had formerly ftigmatifed as 

canaille he now diftinguifhed by the title of pew 

ple fouverain. He altered his drefs as well as his 

* dan oo and affumed in both the ftyle of the : 

fi ; became a declaimer in the Ja- 

cabins eg and. cultivated the acquaint 

ance of one Collot d'Herbois, who, from ca 

   



  

the pore die. x “By ‘this. fellow an Count 
   troduced | to the oe graces: of Robe- 

“Though every | ‘kind of profligacy might be 
   

expeéted ina ன பட்டா fach as I have repre 

fented the Count’ 8, yet you, my. dear Mits 

Clifford, who are of a country. where, as 

have been told, nothing of the fame nature 

ever takes. place, muit be furprifed at fuch 

barefaced apoftacy in. politics. டல hough . an 

effential change of circumitances certainly will 

juttify an alteration of conduet, yet, in his wa- 

riations, if a man always veers to the party in 

் power, his real motive will be clearly {een ; 

and, in “England, fach a man would be de- 

fpifed, however elevated the fituation i in which 

he அர்த். ‘be placed. Tt was ‘not { at this. 

time gn France ia to. பண் a. eight had this’ 

 



 



  

= hers, ச a ‘mott antl woman, the: oe of 

Ee B—, who invited me to. refide with her at 

ae Autieul,, 
    

  

oe near Paris, until her re- 

  

ge BS — my sioeher க் the fete detail 
Ee of tranfa@tions, the here of which it was not 

in| the. power of rumour to exaggerate. She 

was of uncommon fenfibility, and fubject to 

_nervous complaints ; ; the was feized with re~ 

peated f fits of a convulfive nature ; even when 

ee fhe had recovered from thefe, her mind con- 

ட் tinued | unufually agitated. Hearing of an 

2 Englith veflel about to fail, without acquaint- 

ing. any. other perfon, attended by her maid 

only, the took her paflage; and the countefs 

of B—— knéw nothing of her departure till 

fhe received a letter from the maid, dated 

_ Portfmouth. My mother herfelf was unable 

to write. She was for fome time atte a 

Dea phyfician. there. An Englifh nobl 

2 the higheft rank, whole country refidencs i 15 

ம 9 
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ட all. ற டல ட் ட of Fhe hg 
3 entirely, recoyered. In the: mean. time the ட 

10015 மவ்யிம decrees were propoled in the மட. 

rious convention againtt emigrants. . My mo-. 

ther’s friends, particularly the princefs of Bas 

and the cotintefs of B-—, wrote prefling 

letters for Her to return before. a certain day, 

otherwife, by a fevere decree which had now 

paffed, her eftate would be forfeited. —She, 

refolved to return accordingly : but being é 

again taken ill at Portfmouth, the was cons 

fined to her bed a confiderable time, and the 

day fixed for the return of the அதிலு, 

clapfed before the arrived in France. - s 

When it was firft propofed in the conven~ 
tion th that my. mother’ 5. name fhould be erafed : 

it he lift of emigrants, a violent outcry 
ப் fed againft it by that party called the 

“Mot ntain : no explanation was பவம், tos EF it 

     

   



| “monpaukr. பப 
ரர ணன் as” an. attempt of thameful 

s partiality toa perfon of quality, which none 

4 but. ariftocrats and royalifts could ake oe 

“Pains, however, were taken privately ‘to 

  

| , cae the circumftances of the cafe to cer- 

tain leading men of the Gironde party ; one 

of whom renewed the ‘propofal, when the 

convention were ina lefs malignant humour. 

He began by” faying, that “0௦ withed to 

- make a motion, which, if it was not carried, 

would materially i injure many worthy patriots 

and virtuous Jans-culottes, who were in fimi- 

lar or lefs favourable circumftances than thofe 

of the perfon in whofe behalf he was about 

to implore the juftice of the convention; for 

: he knew that they were no refpecters of per- 

fons in the diftribution of juftice; but, in 

conformity to the motto of ¢galité, which 

they. had adopted, would ufe the fame weight 

and meafure to all defcriptions of people.”’ 

NAfter a few circuitous flourifhes of thiy 

ட. before he difcovered his’ obje&t, he re- 

: capitclated the circumftances of my mother’ 8 

D 4



 



   
ae kk 

that F A : ina வடம fince: the i 88 0 

Joan @Arc. ig ages 
_ In the. மம். acne னல்ல டவ் 

by all that could appal. or deprefs the human 

S mind, ancient or modern annals exhibit no- 

6 thing farpafling the firmnefs and heroic eleva- 

tion of foul with which madame. Roland and 

othe. aftonifhing Charlotte Corded met death. 

Whe: united energy மீ. Robefpierre and 

24 anton had overturned the party of the Gi- 

    

  

     

   
ronde ; sales thofe two traitors were at the 

head of the atrocious gang who domineered 

“over. my unhappy country. - Bach withed to 

7 be. the fupreme ruler ; awhich neither could 

a be, without the death of the other ; ; of courte, 

இ each meditated the deftruction of his afociate. 

« “Their reciprocal enmity became more and 

“more apparent; and ‘mea began to arrange 

: themfelves under thofe-two chiefs, in expec- 

i tation of the contedt which ரப வட் 

“place. - 

- Camille Defmoulins, hots name you mutt 

ப ல்: heard, as one of the earlieft ‘promoters
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of the commotions in Paris, was an acquaint- 

ance of the Count, -Defimoulins was alfo. ல்... 

writer in favour of the revolut 0 நவ்ற ஸீ. 

      

pleafantry. runs through. his. works, which 

might have been agreeable on any other fub- 

jet; but all kind of jocularity. appears hi- 

deous, amidt. feenes of atrocity and murder. 

The Count had been confined above a month, ன 

on,account of ill health, to a villa es 

to him in the neighbourhood of Paris. 

Defmoulins vifited him oftener eau: srl; : 

becaufe, he was then in low fpirits, and de- - 

prived ன other entertainment. Definoulins 

was particularly attached, at this time, to. 

the faétion of Danton. He convinced the 

Count that Robefpierre had difgufted the moft 

powerful friends of the republic ; that he was 

lofing his popularity daily ; that he would be 

removed ee ; and that Danton would be all- © 

powerful. 4 ர. ் 

‘With {uch impreffions, - es ae ரப 

extremely vexed that he fhould’ be confidered 

as the partifan of a man fo near his fall 3 and
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ion anxious to declare himfelf the friend 

of one sifing to fupreme. power, he withed to 

have the merit of declaring for the latter be- 

fore that event fhould take place ; 3 for which 

purpofe he wrote the following epiftle, which 

he. intended to give to Defmoulins at his next 

vifit, that he might deliver it to Danton, 

் ஞ் Bee Crrizen Danton, ae 

«© T ave for fome time viewed, with the 

_ utmoft concern, the dangers to which the re- 

public is expofed, by the execrable conduct 

- of a madman. I know no perfon fo able to 

fecure to the nation all the advantages ex- 

pected from : the revolution as he who planned © 

the victory on the glorious 10th of Auguft, 

and the decifive tranfaCtions in the beginning 

of September following. Your patriotifm, 

and. the energy of your charatter, fixe the 

hopes of all enlightened Frenchmen on you : 

from you they expect a termination of ‘the 

prefent diforders, and of the power of a fu- 

rious tyrant. The fooner-you adopt meafures 

‘ 
*
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own ‘part, “he ‘had alwa 3 
for Robefpierre ¢ as for’Danto 

er what he had ju heard, he . 

having a great deal more: that ‘the ‘letter 10 

had intended for Danton would do for Robef- 

pierre—that he would not need to change a : 

fingle fentence, but merely” put it under a_ 

new cover, with a new addrefs; and he beg= E 

ged of his friend to deliver it the very next | 

day: only it would be firft of all neceffary to 

erafe the name ‘Danton at the a and fub-" 

ftitute that of Robefpierre.” கன்னம் 

Collot d’Herbois obje@ted to. aie dotting, 

faying, *©it would have an aukward appear- 

ance if obferved, and might create fixfpicion es 

he therefore: prevailed on the Count to write | 

the letter anew; and to addrefg it to Citizen 

Maximilian Robefpierre, and not fimply to Citi- 

zen Robefpierre. ** Great men,” added Collot 

_ d'Herbois, “are fubje@ to weaknéffes ‘as well’ 

asiittle men; and Robefpierre himéelf, though — 
entirely free from: many of the weakneflés of 

humanity, certainly does feel fomething flat-



     A to his ear, ee ட ‘thin! § fait 

e able to his -chara@er, it the name ‘Maximi-* 

Tian and therefore likes to have it always 
precede his firname Robefpierte, which I be- 
ப்ள டி ‘intends, at a ae ip to drop 

  

   
« awa not that have aii ariftocratic ள், 

் pearance | றன faid the Count. ~ 

— «< Why, perhaps it may,” ‘replied Collot 

“d'Herbois, with a grin, for his ftern features 

did not admit a fmile 3 ‘* perhaps it may have 

that. appearance’; for nothing is fo like an 
ariftecrat, asa democrat, when he comes into 

: power 3 as nothing is liker a democrat than 

an ariftocrat thrown out of power: but this 

is. only external appearance ; the-heart is al- 

ways the fame. For example, my dear 

Count, you are precifely the fame man you 

were when your relation, ne லு of 

Sens, was Prime-minifter.”” 

_» Without making any reply to this ironical 

compliment, the Count finifhed the new 

‘edition of the letter, as Collot d’Herbois had
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was accufed, and about to be profeented by 

; the Gironde. owe 

ரம டய from. this period, was all- 

cial the dreadful ufe he made of his 

power all the world knows. My mother and 

I lived in great privacy, hardly ever going 

‘out of the houfe, and receiving few or no 

3 company. Melancholy and dejected through 

the day, our fhort flumbers interrupted i in the 

night by the found of the drum and alarm- 

bell ; ; afraid to afk the news in the morning, 

left we fhould hear of the arreftment of fome 

friend or relation, and fhocked .with the ac- _ 

counts we daily received of freth. victims 

of cruelty, fhe determined, at length, to 

withdraw. from Paris, .and.endeavour to 

find tranguillity in a diftant province of 

* 

France. 

She applied for paflports. with this inten- 

be s*every thing was. prepared for our jour- 

ney. “Dhe..pafiports - were poftponed,.on I 

do: not remember what pretence. We were 

at daft affured that they would be.delivered 

VOL. It. மம்
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the following morning, and on that affurance | 

went to bed in more gompofure of mind tha 

ufual. fag cea ss 

About two hours before our - common ee 

of rifing, we were alarmed. by a loud knock-— 

ing at the gate of the hotel. "Two muni- 

cipal officers were admitted, and a party of 

national guards remained in the court. | 

As foon as my mother was dreffed, and 

cause go into the room in which the two of- 

_ ficers waited, one of them prefented an order 

for feifing her papers, and earrying her to 

one of thofe houfes of confinement, of which 

there were many at that time in Paris, and 

all over France. 

‘The number of my mother’s friends and ac- 

quaintance who were in this fituation had fug- 

gefted precaution, and prevented her from be- 

ing entirely unprepared for this cruel incident: 

fhe had nothing to dread, therefore, with re-. . 

gard to the examination of her papers. The 

officer informed her, that fhe was ordered 

into cohfinement only as a perfon fufpected ;
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that the order did not extend to me. This in- 

telligence aéted on her as a cordial: it evi- 

dently raifed her fpirits, and removed great part 

of her alarm. The daily executions, and other - 

fhocking occurrences, had produced an extra- 

ordinary change on my mother’s conftitution: 

it had familiarifed her with the idea of death, 

and greatly diminifhed that nervous fenfibi- 

‘lity to which the had formerly been fubject. 

- Her own perfonal danger affected her little ; 

but, whatever threatened me, ftill gave her 

alarm. 

I begged of the officer that I might be my 

mother’s companion in prifon: the man at 

firft objected. 

I funk on my knees, feifed his hand, and 

intreated that I might not be feparated from 

my mother. 

She was hurt at this; and faid, with the 

tone of indignation—** Rife, my daughter +. 

though we are unfortunate, let us not be 

abject.” 

I repeated my requeft to the officer, the 

EB
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tears ftreaming from my eyes. - ல்லை 

ஏஷ ஜன்மம்) ஊம் ஐ 1801 00-45 ‘That if it” 

was alfo my mother’s ee take 

  

‘it upon him to indulge us.” 

Without paying attention to what my mo- 

ther had faid, I prefied the man’s hand’ to my 

lips with a heart overflowing with | grati- 

tude. 

Notwithftandine her having at Tirft deter- 

mined otherwife, fecing the ftate of my mind, 

fhe joined inthe requeft, and we were con- 

du&ed to the place deftined for our confine- 

ment. | 

[I will not hurt your fenfibility, my dear 

mifs Clifford, by a defcription of this houfe 

of forrow, or of any of the many affecting 

fcenes I witnefied there; but I will give you 

_ fome account of a kind of examination which 

took place about three months after my mo- 

ther was confined, becaufe it. proves how 

completely fhe ‘was cured of her conftitu= 

tional இப்பட by a continued contemplation 

of certain Coe the leaft Sense of which
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would formerly have thrown her into con- 

vulfions. ]. பச 

- We were at breakfait, one morning, when 

my mother was fummoned to appear before 

three commiffioners, who had arrived at the 

place of our confinement, authorifed to exa- 

mine the prifoners, and report to a com- 

mittee. ் 

I became pale, and was ready to faint.— 

«© What is there alarming in this, my dear?” 

faid my mother; “‘ it is what we have long 

expected, and even wifhed. What 1 had _ 

moft to fear was, left the circum tances ‘of 

my cafe would never. have: been examined 

into.” 

At my earneft requeft, 1 was permitted to 

accompany my mother. We were conducted 

- into a large room, where the three com- 

miflioners fat at the head of a table. I was a 

good deal furprifed when I recognifed, in one 

of them, the perfon who.had taught me to 

dance. This tended to diminifh,. my terror ; 

B.3
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- for, although I had heard that the man had- 
become a furious patriot, and knew. that he . 

was much of a coxcomb, yet ன் alfo knew 

that he had a very benevolent heart. | | 

He that was the chief of this commiffion, 

with lefs levity, had all the abfurdity of the. 

dancing-mafter, and was the complete dupe 

of the hypocrify and of the falfehoods at “a 

time propagated by Robefpierre. 3 

The man began the examination by ex- 

prefling concern at the caufe of my a 5 

confinement. ஆ 

She thanked him, adding, <* that fhe was 

concerned at the effect; but that the had not 

yet been informed of the caufe.” 

Sou thought you had been told, citizen,” 

replied he, .** that you were under fufpicion ‘ 

of being a fufpected perfon.”’ eg : 

** Iwas fo, citizen,” replied the; “ but 1. 

never have been told what I any under the 

fufpicion of being fufpected of.” 

*«« "To be fufpected is fufficient,” faid hes.
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es and all who are in that predicament are un— 

der confinement as much as you; fo you have 

‘no reafon to complain.” rea ட 

ஈர ௫யு]ம் நஹகு 26௩ ஜிகம் 6௦ 488 that I 

was the only innocent perfon in France in 

this fituation,” replied my mother; “ fo that 

what you have told me can be no alleviation 

of my fufferings.” 

« Your confinement will not be of long 

Ss dec,” {aid the dancing-matter. 

«| indulged that hope when I was fir it 

‘arrefted,” fhe replied ; <* but IT now have 

been detained here three months, without 

any crime having been alleged againft me.” 

se You were erafed from the lift of emi~ 

grants by the Girondifts,” faid the com- 

miffioner. | 

« J could not have been evafed by any 

other,” replied fhe, “ as ee were the per- 

fons in power at that time.’ 

« Your connection with » that fadtion 

however, creates fufpicion againit you.” 

«© [ had no connection with them; nor 

EA
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did I ever fee any of them until I was fum- 

-mened to appear ‘before: ‘one Ope wanes coms 

mittees.’ 

<* I know that to be exadily ae faid the 

dancing-mafter ; «* and I have good reafon for 

believing that the had a fincere hatred againtt 

_ Briffot, Genfonnet, Kerfaint, and the other 

members*of that committee, previous to the 

time ‘they ftruck her from ‘the lift of emi-- 

grants ; but you very well know, brother, 

that it is dificult to retain hatred againtt 

thofe who do you a’ good anes even. al- 

though they fhould be bad men.’ ey ; 

** I know no fuch thing, brother,” replied 

the chief commiffioner.—** No a@ of kind- 

nefs toymyfelf or friends would prevent me. 

fishes abhorring thefe who performed acts of 

public mifchieh” ப 
«© Tecan allure you,” refumed ADYy mother, 

-£¢-that no perform.could more’ fincerely abhor 

he public mifchief performed by the.Girond- 

iis than I did.” 

ந Your! haying been erafed by them, how- ,
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ப ever, was unlucky, and will be of no fervice 

to! you now,” faidsthe chief commiflioner. 

~- © Te ought at leaft’ to do me’ no’ harm,’ 

-faid fhe. 

£¢ The Girondifts were all traitors,” res 

fumed the commiffioner. ; 

** Tam forry for பர faid my mother. 

82 What ! forry for the Girondifts.”’ 

«© Tam forgg they were traitors.” 

«© You have reafon, citizen,” faid the firft 

commiffioner; “ for it is a very dangerous 

thing, citizen, to have had traitors for your 

friends.”’ ர் ் 

«¢ Tt ought not; fince it is cleat that I had 

no fhare in their treafon.” 

f« Do you not know that thofe traitors, the 

| Girondifts, intended to reftore monarchy ?” ~ 

« No,” replied fhe; ‘I really do not 

know it.” | 

“No?!” exclaimed he—“« Why all France 

- knows it.” 

«© Since that was their intention,” rejoined
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my mother, ¢ dethroning ‘the king ம to. : 
have beena round-about way of going to thelr 

object.” x 
ioe They were forced ‘into that தல 

241௪, ** மீ கடவிஹ்ரூ 11876 ரர ௦ 11” 

«« Very little, indeed,” added my mother. x 

** But their defign was afterwards apparent, 

by the various attempts wee) made to fave the ் 
tyrant.” 

«© Tyrant !’’ exclaimed my mother, throw- 

_ ing her eyes upwards. : 

«< Yes,” re-echoed the commiffioner, 44 ae 

bloody tyrant! who gave pofitive orders to 
the Swifs to flaughter the innocent citizens 
on the 10th of Auguft.” om 

“© The fame Girondifts, ” ‘continued he, 
“were equally difpofed to have faved the life 
of the queen, who was of a more bloody and 
tyrannical difpofition, if poffible, than டடக் 

himfelf.” 

*« They were both very bloody-minded 
tyrants, that is clear,” rejoined the other com-



eo 

MORDAUNT. 59 

_ miffioner, who had not before {poken, thak- 

s ing ic head and looking. to his brother. 

4 And the princefs Elizabeth !’’ exclaimed 

my mother— fhe was alfo a bloody-minded 

tyrant—Was the not?” 

The commiflioner fae 

44 Or, what was her crime?” refumed my 

mother, with an animation of look approach- 

ing to wildnefs, 
The commiffioner looked firft at one, then 

at the other, of his brethren. 

He who had {poken laft faid that ௪ 10127 

beth. was certainly fufpected of being an. 

enemy to the revolution.” 

46 She certainly was,” added the chief com- 

miffioner.”’ And then looking to the danc- 

ing matter, he added—‘* Did not you tell 

me, brother, that one who attended in the 

Temple informed you that he had overheard 

her praying very fervently; and that her 

prayers were anti-revolutionary ?”” 

«« It was you that faid they were anti- 

revolutionary,” replied the dancing-mafter.—
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« T only told you that the man had faid fhe . 

“was overheard Pra for. the உன்! of - 

the. king’s enemies.’ அஜி 

~The two commifiioners ல் at “each 

other without fpeaking. 

The perfon who fat at-the bottom ee the 

table, and acted as clerk, had formerly been 

a prieft,; and had diftinguifhed himfelf as a 

cafuilt: he now opened his mouth for the firtt 

time, and daid, with a folemn tone, <‘ By re- 

Jormation the meant defiruétion.” - 

«< Ay, fhe «certainly meant  deftruction,” 

rejoined the firft commiffioner. 

«* And if the prayer fhould ever be grant- 

ed,”’ refumed the clerk, “« it is more likely to 

be according to the meaning than the expre& 

fion of the petition.” ் 

«« Mott உூடா௦மி]ஏ,?”.. ம்ம் ஸ்ட chief com- 

miflioner. 

** And you will*be pleafed ‘to “obferve,”’ 

added: the clerk, *« that. fuch prayers being 

granted, according to the mean! ing of, the pe- 

titioner; involves the deitr ution of the repub-
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ue 2 Ge ‘bet defenders” would, தல்ல 1௦ 

her prayer, be ‘cut off lite the great Marat 5 

for, by the king’s enemies, fhe muft have un- 

doubtedly meant Robefpierre, and many other 

patriots, all perfectly known to him to whom 

the prayers’ were addrefied.’ 

“e¢ Mott affuredly,” repeated the அதத் 

_ ffoner. 

<¢-¥t follows, therefore, as a neceflary con- 

fequence, that the princefs Elizabeth’s prayers 
Fa 

were anti-revolutionary, continued the ca- 

- நிரு © atid might have beén the caufe’ of 

_overfetting the revolution : and to overfet the 

revolution by dint of prayers is juft as trea- 

fonable-as “by any other means: for; when 

the revolution is overfet, where is the di fer 

ence? ? 
+ 

எரர்! ‘none !?? exclaimed the commil= 

fioner. 

றிந்த being Hite oe? = faid the “clerk, 

é §¢ ds clear that the ‘princefs Elizabeth was 

a bloody-minded tyrant, and merited death.” 

« « Ahi! the moniter,” faid my. mother.
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‘The dancing matter was shes only ‘one, ‘of 

the commiffioners who heard this expreffion, : 

which was almoft drowned | by a profound — 

figh, and by my mother's buriting ல் tears 

as fhe uttered ee An : 

This man underftood forme of aes anfwers 

better than his brethren, and had been unéafy_ 

during the examination, left fhe fhould fay 

fomething that would increafe the danger of 

her fituation: to prevent which he rofe, fay~ 

ing “ that the prifoner feemed indifpofed, and 

that he imagined no other queftions. needed 

be put to her.’ The other commiffioners 

acquiefced. My mother and J withdrew. 

When we were alone fhe gave vent to the in- 

dignation fhe had with difficulty ல்க 

during the examination. 

My mother became folicitous left the con- 

ftant confinement fhould affee my health + 
and as my unwillingnefs to leave her hinder- 

ed me from availing myfelf of the permiffion 

I had of going abroad fo often 2 1 might, fhe — 

contrived to give me little commiffions,which
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ed to-be ‘executed at a confiderable di- ' 

= tar _ that Tr might derive benefit from the 

ன் fret air and the exercife. One day the found. 

i pretext for fending meas far as the village 

ob Pafly,. with a mefiage to a lady who lived 

© in. the houfe which your countryman, the 

celebrated. Dr. தகட்க had formerly inha~ 

_ bited. ° 

ன் தன் abiencé, the Count, for the firft . 

we! 

time’ fince her confinement, called on my 

mother. bie affeted great concern, and ex- 

| prefied the moft ardent with to have it in his 

: power to ferve her; hinted tia her greateft 

danger proceeded from an idea. that the had 

been intimately connected with, and favoured 

by, the Gironde party; that he had been 

ufing all his influence with the committee சீ 

-Public Safety to prevent the effect of that 

idea ; and that he was not without hopes of 

fucceeding. She heard him with coldnefs, 

and exprefied her thanks with referve, becaufe 

fhe wds ill able to diflemble, and ftrongly fu- 

{pected his profeffions of good-will. -
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- He then faid, << that, னனர of her 

conne&tion with an wdious: faction, another 

circumftance prejudiced her caufe ftill more 

“in the minds of the men at prefent in power een 

and, he was very forry to add, might, if not 

removed? endanger her life; and ppt: was her 

daughter’s being ‘the. wie not only of an_ 

emigrant, but cf one who ferved under the 

prince of Condé.” | 

«Tt feems quite unneceffary to remind me. 

of thofe circumftances,”? faid my mother, 

“* 1706 they cannot be altered. 

5 If I were not perfuaded that your influ- 

ence could alter them,” refumed he, < my 
tendernefs for you would have prevented my 

mentioning them.” He then proceeded to 

inform her, ‘“that it was, by the laws of the 

republic, abfolutely impofiible for my hufband 

ever to return to France without the imme- 

diate lofs of his life; and that it was equally 

impoflible for me to leave France without 

forfeiting the fucceffion to her eftate: that 

thofe two impoflibilities rendered a divorcé
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“Highly தறை that divetdes shad: been at 

ae | no preceding period. fa eafily obtained as at 

A prefent 5 and,” added he, ‘* to give. you ் 

- பல்டி 0௦11 ‘convincing proof, not only, of my 

being able to obtain your acquittal and free 

-.dom, but alfo of the fincerity of my friend- 

thip to you, notwithftanding my being fenfi- 

ble that it was by your influence alone that 

  

what I am going to. propofe failed formerly, 

wet I now declare, that I am ftill willing to 

“unite my family with yours by efpoufing your 

daughter, as foon as a divorce can be procur-— 

ed from. her prefent hufband.” 

' ne And you. expect,” faid my iother; her 

»eyes flathing with indignation, ‘¢ you expect 

that I hall influence my daughter to agree fo 

fuch “in execrable: plan?” ae 

[995 பில் yoy. do not prefer remaining in pii- 

2 _» fon, and the forfeiture of your fortune,” 

_ anfwered hes; 3 

_.<* Know, wretch,”’ ‘replied fhe, ‘* that I 

‘would a the. euilodnge as 
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«« Perhaps you may in that be indulged, 
“madam,” replied he,s and ruthed out of the 

: Sours Ale 

After this my mother defpaired of obtain- | 
ing her liberty, and did all fhe could to per- 

fuade me to leave her to her fate. -$. They 

are determined, my dear child,” faid the, 

** to murder me, on fome pretext or other 5 

perhaps, without troubling themfelves about a 
pretext, they will take my life, that my 

eftate may be confifeated. You cannot pre-- 
vent their cruelty; but it will be a great 
confolation ta me to know that you are beyond. 
their power ; I beg, therefore, that you will 
adopt the plan I have formed for your efcape . 
eut of this land of horror. If, contrary to my — 

expectation, my life fhould be fpared, I will 
find means of informing you, and we will 

meet when it can be done without danger: 
but it is a very great aggravation of my mi- 
fery to know that you remain in the power 
of fuch barbarians.”
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purpofe, though often urged, did not preva 

I fhould have confidered it as facrilegious, ச் 

and that it would put ‘me ona footing with 

the barbarians the execrated, to abandon my = 

    

mother in fuch circumftances. ~. 

The name of the dancing-mafter Su had cs 

acted as commiffioner was Vilotte. In his 

youth he had been diftinguifhed for expert= 

nefs in the practical part of his profeffion = 

being now fomewhat advanced in life, he va- 

lued himfelf moft on the theoretical, in which 

alone, he faid, true genius confifted. He had. 

invented feveral ballets that were much ௨04. 

mired. Had he confined his genius to his . 

own profeffion it would have been better for - 

him: but, a little after the commencement of 

our miferable revolution, he turned. it to poli-_ 

tics. He faid *¢ that fortune had committed 

a faux-=pas in making him a dancing-mafters : 

and hoped, as many others did; that the revo= 

lution would raife him to the fituation he 

thought he deferyed.” 115 had. formerly had 

F இஃ ச ்



  

Pattes, by whofe protection he had க் 4 

“comfortable independence : he now began to = 

- think that the greater part of them were de~ 

“void of talents, and unfit for the offices they 

held; and, what was ‘fall 2) “greater miftake, 

“he believed that he himfelf poffefied: the capa- 

: city in which they were deficient.” He be- 

came an admirer of that canting enthufiaft 

1 Robefpierre ; he attended clubs, ftudied po- 

litical pamphlets, and declaimed againit the. 

abufes of government, at the meetings of his 

fection. 

Mott of Vilotte’s old’ prote€tors வரன் at 

his extravagances. My mother, who had 

known inflances of his benevolence, was fo 

vexed at the thought of a well-difpofed man 

படப் himéfelf ridiculous; that fhe fent for 

‘ hirn, told him what fhe. had heard, and gave 

him fome good advice. Prévisus ம் this, 

_ Vilotte who always {poke of my mother as 

the perfon who had firft introduced him inte 

genteel bulinefs, and as his principal benefac- 

Rupa 4 a ௩ > 
i a tee Fie =. 
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‘tor, often called at our hotel. : ‘But, after this 

piece of advice, we faw no more of him, 

until we were fummoned before him in the 

quality of a commiflioner. 

It then appeared, ‘that though my. mother 

had given him credit for 2 111016 more under- 

ftanding than he pofleffed, the had a jutt opi- 

nion of his difpofition. All the political mad- 

nofs of his head did not fupprefs the worth of 

his heart. In: the calamitous {tate we how 

were, he had many opportunities of proving 

the fincerity with which he had been attached 

to our family, and how defirous he was of 

being of fervice to us. டட 

He found various pretexts of vifiting the 

houfe of -our confinement. The avowed ob- 

ject of his vifits regarded fome other bufinefs 5 

but he never left the houfe without feeing my 

mother or me. By him we were afcertained 

of what we had always fufpected, that my 

mother’s arreft proceeded from the Cougt, 

though. he took pains to make it be believed 

that it originated elfewhere? But if g ceneral 

2 3
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~ the news Vilotte brought to us was of a.con- 

folatory nature. He affiduoufly endeavoured 

to raife my mother’s fpirits, by hopes of be- 

i ing in a fhort time fet at liberty; and he ne- 

5 glected nothing that was in his power to make 

good the hopes he raifed. He informed my 

mother that fhe had lefs reafon than ever to 

dread the Count’s malice, becaufe the cheat 

nel of his intereft with Robefpierre Was: 

through Collot d’Herbois, who was at that’ 

time abfent from Paris, — : 

This friend of the Count was one of the 

moft infamous of that infamous band who 

domineered at this time in France, and ren-. 

‘dered that country odious through Europe. 

The rich and flourithing town of Lyons has. 

particular ation to execrate this Collot d’Her-= 

bois, and his fellow commiffioner பரக 

I have feen both thefe mifcreants.: No twa. 
‘men could be more unlike in perfon and 

countenance, none more congenial in rancour 

and cruelty. : . : 

ile இனை had the look: of mild பணப்
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ன The found of his voice-was plaintive, | ie | 

"had loft the ufe of ong half of his body: by a 

paralytic. firoke. From the expreffion of his . 

countenance, from the modulation of his voice, 

் from that fympathy with” affliction which 

் ‘people in high profperity and vigorous health — 

are too often devoid of, and which fellow- 

fufferers Bie fuppofed to. have in an eminent 

degree, Couthon was the man, among ten 

| thoufand, to whom a perfon under, the pref- 

fure of misfortunes would have applied for re~ - 

lief: the moft robuft favage that ever was 

habituated to flaughter, the moft callous in- 

guifitor that. ever: queftioned men under the 

: agonies of torture, was. not more blood-thirfty ன் 

and more unrelenting : than Couthon. 

There was nothing ‘that could miflead the 

. judgment i in the, outward appearance of Collot 

d’Herbois—all his deceit lay in his heart. His. 

: countenance was: frightful. “Children fhut 

_ their eyes, and {creamed at the fight of, this 

man. His head fuitained'a frightful exube- 

rance of bufhy hair, blackyas tar, «hd {tiff as 

ட கசி
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the briftles of a hog; his complexion was 

cadavarous; his features, haggard); “his eyes cs 

fanguine: he looked very much like a villain 

and murderer;,and he was a much greater 

villain and ‘murderer than he looked like. 

It is wonderful that one fhould have ever — 

thought of being an aétor who difgraced the ( 

profeffion by his looks, by his charaéter, and 

by his want of talent. It has ‘been faid, that 

his rancour againft the citizens of Lyons ori- 

ginated from their having had-the good tafte 

to hifs him ne often as he appeared on ‘their. 

ftage. Be that as it may, the barbarities ex- 

ercifed on the inhabitants of that. devoted 

city by Couthon and Collot d'Herbois are un- 

paralleled in the records of tyranny: their 

thirft of carnage rendered them impatient of 

. the ‘flowne{s of guillotines ; they projected 

mines of gunpowder to blow up prifoners by 

whole houfefuls ;" they pointed cannon, load= 

_ ed with grape-fhot, to tear in pieces multi- 

tudes of ——. 

[haf Mac m, nay dear Mifs Clifford, I per-



      

    

   
_ pleated tw believe that it i is ௬. 

ற் 1ts ௦. general, Landiolenee! as swell as 

“for அ வறக ட்டன which | 

    

் 2 ney லட் mention of ் 

. ‘They had returned from © A 

‘Se, bldody’ ண்டு ட confi derable time | 
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oe Ee now return to my ecg oe 

Our friend Vilotte-was. a native oF ர 

ட admirer of Robefpiere ‘as a patriot and 

ப orator, and proud of him as a townfman. — 

Robefpierre’s patriotifm and eloquence were. 

» well fuited for impofing on that depth of un= 

_ derftanding which poor Vilotte pofleffed. 

_ Robefpierre fhowed fome attention, to him in 

return for his admiration ; and on this I relied 

for my mother’s freédom, and I laboured to 

7 _infpire her with the fame hope. You will be, 

perhaps, furprifed at this, confidering the fri- 

ழ் volous character of Vilotte ; but you cannot 

conceive, my dear, from what a very unpro= 

mifing foil fprigs of hope will fhoot up in the 

breafts of the unhappy : befides, Vilotte was : 

not now a frivolous character in our eyes ; he 

_had fhown attachment when our. other friends 

had fhrunk away; and this attachment re=- 

mained unloofened by the fpirit of party, 

ர் which raged fo uhiverfally, which is often fo 

. fatal to friendthip, and from Which. Vilotte 
“himfelf was far {rom being: fr ree.
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This worthy creature’ $ ‘hopes! ae ftronger, | 

every day, of which he did not fail to inform 

my mother : at laft fhe was convinced that 

the was to ‘be fet at. liberty within four or five — 

fartheft. She wrote to feveral of her: * 

ds and relations, that they might expect ் 
   

  

to ce her i in her own hotel very foon. 

While we were in this ftate of mind, Vi- © 

10415 called one morning at the houfe of our 

© conbaement. My mother: and I were fitting 

together—I heard. the found of his foot as he 

ர] through the paflage. ப In that dif-> 

mal abode we were accuftomed to few founds — 

but thofe of forrow : it was no wonder, then, 

eh “that A could with certainty diftinguifh one ~ 

- which had always been the forerunner of 

comfort.—* Oh! my dear mother,” faid I, 

fringing from my feat, ‘‘ here comes Vilotte! 

he brings the order for your freedom.”— 

sedet us reccive it with thankfulnefs and mos 

deration, my child, if he does,” faid fhe. 

When Vilotte entered, he had a kind of | 

“fine on. his ‘countenance eae tee did’ not
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feem natural: the good creature 117016 to © 

qmaintain a cheerful look while he informed 

us, that “ he was certain that my mother would. 

obtain her liberty very foon, though ‘not fo 

foon as he had expected ; - that Robefpierre 

"had been indifpofed, which had occafioned 

delay ; that he was fo much occupied, fince * 

his recovery, that it. was: difficult to obtain : 

accefs to him ;” but Vilotte added, ‘* that 

he had received a meflage from him, import- 

ing that my mother would be fet at liberty in 

a fhort time, though the precife ys vee 

not yet fixed.” 

In {pite of all thefe palliatives, this was ag 

fevere difappointment to beth my mother 

and me: Vilotte perceived it in our counte- 

nances; for neither op us {poke. He re- 

peated every thing which he thought would 

afford us comfort ; faying, << we might rely 

on the affurance Robefpierre had fent him; 

that Robefpierre was too great a patriot not : 

to be fincere ; ‘that none but courtiers were 

infincere’: hg. was therefore convinced that



   age news at re next ine 

My mother ‘Bid That what gave 

mott- uneafinets. ் was, that no particular ime 

had been. ever fixed ; that ae ! 

of obtainin g her freedom one a certain day, it’ 

  

‘were வயு red 

  

‘would be a great comfort, த் ப day 
CF 

were diftant.” 

Vilotte ரட்ட + That படக he was 

determined not to return until the day of her 

tf 

“freedom was decided on, ftill he was con- — 

vinced he*fhould wait on her foon.” 

“Thofe who have longed, with impatient ex- 

pettation, for fome event on which they ima- 

-gine their happinefs depends ; who have been 

 seonvinced that the expected event will not be 

prolonged beyond a particular day, and when 

_ that day arrived have been difappointed, பு 

19290 1607௩௪ idea of ‘our anguifh: but unlefs 

they have been fhut up fer months in a prifon, 

-and-pined from morning to night for frefh air, 

, free exercife, the verdure of the fields, and the 

faces: ‘of ட்ப they - willl net phar a fall 

3 
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"posture of ட்ட we felt on this occafion. 1 

really thought nothing: could be more vexa~ 

tious: yet I affected to ‘bear it cnectaly, that 

௯ might fit the more lightly on the mind of 

my mother. I plainly perceived that fhe af- 

fumed the fame behaviour, and for a fimilar 

-reafon: in thefe mutual attempts, perhaps, 

neither deceived the other ; yet our efforts to 

-feem more cheerful than we were enabled 

us to fupport the difappointment better than 

_ we fhould otherwife have done. . 

Five or fix days after this, Vilotte paid us 

another vifit: we were fitting together, and 

) heard him approaching as before. My mo- 

ther and I looked: at each other the moment. . 

we diftinguifhed his tread ; but neither of us 

fpoke. . I heard her figh as he was entering 

the room. Neither of us turned our eyes on 

him for a few feconds; but when we-did, his © 

face feemed gay, his {miles were uncon- 

_ ftrained. He announced, with an air of com-. 

plete conviction, that he was now certain | 

that my mothei’s freedom was Meperninctlt 

ey



  

oe 

      

ட ‘order for 

: form, we Particular day, which he named, 

ஹம். which was at the diftance of three 

weeks. ர ரல el ge 3 

“ain this interval, a fies oF my ance who 

“had borrowed from him a confiderable funt 

_ of money, found means to let my mother 

know, that.he would immediately pay a cer- 

tain portion of the debt into the hands of any 

perfon whom fhe fhould authorife to receive | 

it. This perfon lived at the diftance of above © 

three hundred miles from Paris, which at 

a eee 
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on: iis fiend had feen Robelpienss “ae the — 

that “purpofe would be given in due 

“this dreadful period he was unwilling toen- . 

My mother had much occafion for the 

money, and thought nobody fo fit to.receive 

it as myfelf 

An old fervant of my father, of the name 

= _ of St. “Jean, who had been eftablifhed in a 

fhop by. his affiftance, and was one of the na-— 

tional guards, was engaged to conduct my - 

_maid and me on this expedition, As foon as 

- the neceflary “papers weje obtained, the
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renee received me ‘with hg re in 

618, and paid me the mon ney: “By a | 

indifpofition, I was under the neceflity of res 

maining feveral days. at his houfe longer than 

I intended. As foon as I was able, I returned 

in the fame manner I had fet out. During 

the whole of this journey, my thoughts were 

-engrofled with anticipations of the happinefs 

_I fhould enjoy on the day of my deat mother’s 

enlargement. My greateft vexation, ia my — 

Tate indifpofition, proceeded from the fear — 

of fot being able to reach Paris before it 

fhould take place. I now rejoiced in the ex- 

pectation of arriving there on that. very, 

ms morhing. és 

- Not choofing to drive through > Paris; ஒரு ரி 

-my arrival, I quitted the poft-chaife at the 

barrier, intending to walk to the houfe of the 

4 aman who had accompanied me, whofe wife 

shad formerly been my maid. Our way was 

டனர் the Place of: Louis XV. “ge great |
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_erowd was affembled ; and we were informed, 

* that it was to fee the execution of fome per- 

- fons cop ] fined by the bloody. tribunal then | 

ட் நம்து. ‘Lturned with precipitation s “and, by 

  

3 a circuit,” avoided. a place which was almoft. 

the daily feene of fuch affecting {pectacles. a 

In my way to. the houfe above mentioried, 

L called at a Shop to purchafe fome confec= : 

tions which I knew my mother was fond of. 

ப While I fat in the inner room, till the things 

I ordered were ready,+two’ perfons entered” 

the fhop: ‘one of them faid, «that madame de 

a had died with the utmoft ferenity.’” 

did not perfedtly hear the name the man 

; pronounced ; but, indiftinét .as it was, it ~ 

darted inftantaneoug terror to my heart. He 

proceeded to fay, “ «« that he had come diretly 

_ from the Place of the Revolution, and that. 

he had feen her guillotined.” : 

"| & Who did you fay?” afked che woman 

Gh the’ fhop. 

2 Ble: anfwered, with an audible and diftin® 

oh NOE, ie ட ௮௮ல்
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- voice, “ et already told you, madame de — 

the widow of governar de —. 2 Bae 4 

“ae At the mention: of my father’ ane, my | 
maid, ‘who was prefent, vuttered a’ Ce 

and I loft all 0 னை ர செல் ஒத 2 

The following day, when ஆ ores to re~ 

cover. from that. ftate of ftupefaCtion. into ‘ 

ட the dreadful news “had, thrown me, I 

   

found myfelf i in bed, in the houfe of a widow 

who lived near the confectioner, in whofe 

‘hop I had been firft taken ill. ப 

மடம் கய. to regret the infenfibility from ' 

which I awoke to a full fenfe of my mifery. 

“The {tate I continued in; for fome tae e 

after the retirp of my recolle@ion, I will not - 

attempt to defcribe. ் 

When’ I was able to liften toa faced of ie 
circumftarices whieh - préceded the dreadful 
event, 1 was fold, « That only a few days be- 

~ fore my, ட at Paris, and when my mo- 

cher {till rélied on repeated affurances ‘of her 
_ being to be fet at i tibeay « on the 5 மை, 

« .
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ட்ட தத: ந்த accufation: had been. ர againit 

" her, of. her having emigrated to. England 

ர: June. 1792 3 that fhe had not returned to - 

_ France on ‘or previous to the day fixed by 

the decree of the convention; that the had | 

. been, on fable. pretexts, ftruck Se of the lift 

“of emigrants, by a committee of ‘federalifts: 

and. traitors ; and, finally, that the corre-, 

{ponded with, and had fent money 72, her 

fon-in-law, who astually. ferved in the army 

of Condé. Pe 

<. On this 2000121011 (105 had heen hurried 

before the revolutionary. tribunal; had under- 

- gone the form of a trial, where thofe circum- 

ftances were {worn to; had been infulted, ip: 

~ grofs terms, by the. recor who ‘prefided 

over. that court of affaffins 5 and. afterwards 

dragged to the {caffold, where the had fuf- 

fered with the refigaation of ‘a faint, with 

another lady of rank, who was executed at 

the fame time, by a miftake in the name, 

which thofe murderers would not take the 

் po டெ Be
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trouble to inveftigate, though a ‘different vie=. 

‘tim was intended.”* poe ட் oh ta itis 

[Why thould I afflict your cpieghiind 

breaft, my dear young’ lady, with an சேம... 

. Meration of my forrows ?—— : 

ey muft not omit to ican you, however, 

that L received an anonymous | letter foon aft- 

er; the purport of which’ was, to acquaint 

ae that the Cownt was my mother’s fecret ; 

‘accufer, and that it was by | his influence the 

‘had been put to death.. I am well aware 
that letters of this kind are generally the off- 

{pring of cowardice, in conjuncticn with ma- 

lice: it would have made no impreffion on 
my: mind, therefore, if I had not had reafon 

to fafpec the fame from other fources of i in= 
telligence.} aS 

Several weeks after this dreadful event, I 
was told, one. morning, that a. gentleman 

withed to {ce me... As he announced himfelf 
-an old: friend, of my family, you may. con- 
ceive how very nmch I was furprifed when
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: ‘the Count. ‘entered the room.” I éould hot 

| help {creaming as foon as I faw him. 

. He begged that I would be compofed, at- 

“furing me of his fympathy. 

I cried, “ that I withed for none of his fym- 

pathy—that ம் could ட no o fympathy with 

him.” 

‘He declared, in the moft foothing tone,‘ 

«© that he was ready to render me every fervice 

in his power ee adding, <¢ that it was in his 

் power, he ee to be of moft effential fer- 

vice to me.’ 

* கோ you reftore, oe mother?!’ ஐ 

claimed. a; கக 

He ftarted, became pale, find remained for 

- fome moments filent:’ then, recovering him- 

felf, he faid—** ‘That he moit fincerely Ia- 

mented the fate of my mother ; that he, as 

‘well as her other friends, had entertained 

hopes that the was to be fet at liberty, at the 

ப very time that the fad event took ae _ 

- that fhe had enemies unknown to him.’ 

s¢They are not.unknown to me,” cried I; 

G 3
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and நஸ் s going to utter Ai ‘that rage and de. 

த் prompted, -when the miftrefs- of the 

- houfe entered the ‘room. he Count rofe ; 

and having recommended me, in vo af 

fetionate terms, ப to her care, he “with | 

drew. , ட டவ். 

La ட்ட was ட name OF THe woman. Ste 

' whofe houfe I had been carried, from. the 

_ fhop where I was மிரர் taken ill, Her huf- 

band had received: ‘obligations rom my fa- 

ther, for which: fhe had retained fentiments 

‘of gratitude ; and, after her hufband’s death, 

the let lodgings. ¢ ‘ She had. behaved with 311. 

tendernefs to me, aoe the moment 1! had 
entered her houfe. aan 

* When the Cotint was gone, fhe டப் 

“me, that he had been accidentally pafiing 

when I was carried from the confectioner’ S 
1௦. ter houfe ; that he had frequently called, 

க « during my 111528, to inquire how I was, ‘and 
had recommended that all poflible ௦ care thould 
“be taken of me. pagar es 

"The moniter!” exclaimed IT; « it was
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owing t to. flim that my mother. was ach 

eufed. eee * 

: The. woman was thocked at eine this, 

: and expreffed the utmoft indignation at fuch 

perfidy ; ‘but, on inquiring into my reafons . 

for believing it, fhe endeavoured to fhow me 

that they did not by any means amount to 

ceftainty. ப த் 

Qn various 5 oceafions, afterwards; this wo- 

man took. pains to perfuade me that there 

_ was little probability of the Count’s having : 

been guilty. of the wickednefs I fufpected 

- him of. One day, in particular, after de- 

ploring the helplefS fituation in which I was, 

‘fhe repeated the defire he had expreffed o1 

ferving me 3 and concluded, that for thofe, 

and various other-reafons, I ought to receive 

Ais future vifits with more complaifance, ச 

Fen]. expe no more of his vifits,”’ faid I; 

<« but,” in cafe of his calling again, I beg. yon 

may’ fhut the door againit hima 4 

- Madame Ja Brune told me, «that the durft ன் 

... ௦ ரள)%076 60 provoke a man of the Count’s 

G A
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influence ; 3 that if fhe did, it would no longer ig 

be in her power to ferve me, which fhe had the 

- moft fincere defire to do. She’ begyed I would 

reflect on my forlorn fituation : that I was 

. not free from danger, not only on account of — 

my being the wife of an emigrant, but of one , 

who was, in arms againft the republic.” She 

reprefented | how, very. much I {tood in need 

of that protection, without which every body 

was in danger of- being carried before the. 

revolutionary tribunal. «< Innocence, my dear 

lady,” added fhe, ‘* is not always a fecu- 

Tl ig. 1 ட் ee 

as No,” anfwered. bees nothing but eile 
- 485 and for that reafon I ‘de Are no fecurity. = 

On my uttering this, which I did with’ 
_emphafis, I was furptifed to fee madame ‘la 
Brune change colour, and burft into tears. 

The Count | was ட டட. at that very 
inftant. oe 

“Madame la Brune es sil : the want 
out of the room, looked vat me in a very 
affecting 8 manner,
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Thad already been moved eS fee tears: I 

conceived this look to’ be a ட்ப that IT 

- fhould not provoke him, left it fhould bring 

her to trouble: this reflection: prevented ‘me 

‘from withdrawing with her. I remained in 

_ the room, with the detegmination of behav- 

ing to him with calmnefs and civility 

He renewed his offers of fervice’and ex- 

preffions of ர ர் 24 bowed, without an 

fwering. He introduced fome general and 

indifferent fabject- of converfation—I joined 

in it with conftrained calmnefs. He at ait 

took his leave, with a repetition of his hopes 

to-be able to ferve me: 

At-one lime; I had fome fufpicion that 

madame la Brune acted in concert with the 

Count ; that perhaps: I had been carried to 

-her houfe by his direction. In this T did her 

injuftice: fhe knew nothing of him, pre- 

vious to his inquiries About me. She was 

afterwards informed, that hé-was a friend of 

வெ a’ Herbois, and had influence with 

Robefpierre: ‘The woman was of a com-
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‘paffionate ல and had the மமம். fin 

cere deltre of being uleful to me. She thought 

the Count’s ‘protection was “powerful, atid . 

‘was concerned at fecing me reje@t it: the 

thought the dangers of the times juftified 

“certain means of procuring fafety, which 2 

were nat juftifiable at other ‘periods. She 

| herfelf had a protector, in a man who was a 

‘member of the military eornmittce,” and 

highly confidered by Robefpierre. / y “Unable 

to make great facrinces for virtue, the re- 

{pected thofe oto could, and was “ ewtremely 

fufceptible ‘of remorfe. ‘This was the fource of - 

her bluthes at an expreflion -of mine above — 

‘mentioned. ல Be ee 

In fome converfations aE afterwards had 

with this woman, 1 became fully convinced _ 

_..0f her good-will towards me: this was alfo — 

confirmed by the whole of her behaviour. es 

_ She {poke with ‘gratitude of my. father, 

swith tendernefS of my. mother, and with. 

* horror of fome who had the government at 

~-prefent in France; but begged that I would,
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jin டட at leatt, moderate my ப் 

Sof the Count,. until I fhould oe By 

3 more out of. his power. 2 

7 had long before been -abandoned by = 

thofe who, without any fentiment of friend- 

_ thip, had been in the habit of calling them- 

், felyes my friends. After the death ‘of my ° 

“mother, the terror of being fufpected kept 

many from me who had a real affection for ' 

me, cae would willingly have fubjected them- 

{elves to confiderable i inconv eniences, but not 

to danger, on my account. | 

*[This, my dear young hae is the utmoft 

we need Spek: from the generality of thofe ” 

who. are called friends ; though, amidft the 

multitude of crimes that the revolution has 

given birth, inftances oF virtue, heroifm, and - 

exalted friendthip, have appeared, whieh do 

honour to my country and to human nature. ] 

The Count continued his vifits: they be- 

_ came more frequent: his profefiions of 

‘friendihip w were more and more warm. WEES
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he {eemed inclined, however, to make any 

particular declaration, I ‘always eluded. the 

fubject. He could not conctive that sany 

thing could prevent me, in my prefent fitua- 

tion, from embracing an offer of marriage 

: from him,. except fome ‘religious fcruple. 

+ He fiifpedted that I might think a’divorce, 
however legal,, could not diffolve the obliga 

tion of marriage, which is a facrament. 

I might have had fuch feruples, even a 

though I had loved the Count ; but, in truth, 

TI difliked the man to that degree, that the 

idea of being his wife filled me with as much 

‘ horror as that of being his miftrefs ‘could | 
PORDly do. eee 

The Count was fully வங்கக் however, | 

_ that all my hefitation (for he thought me he- 
-fitating) proceeded from my doubts of the 
efficacy of. the divorce, in giving mea right 
to marry a fecond husband during the life of 
my. firft. 

‘To remove thofe dobbs om my mind, 

௬
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she fell ona a fingular expedient, which it will 

be réquifite to develope a little circumftan- 

a v : 

The. Count ‘was acquainted ‘with a mon- 

fieur and madame Cochon; whofe hiftory is 

fomewhat: curious :—Mr. Cochon’s parents 

were in opulent circumftances : they intended ப 

~~ Bim, for the military profeffion ; and cid all: 

in their power, by giving him a fuitable edu- 

cation, to render him fit for it. They never 

had. any doubi of its being agreeable to his 

own inclination ; for he: had, from ins early 

youth, affected the military drefs, even’in the 

fierceft ftyle. But there were two circum- 

ftances, in the life «of a foldier, to both of 

which young Cochon had an utter averfion ; 

namely, danger and fatigue.. When his pa- 

rents told him, therefore, that it was time for 

him to அகத் a profeffion, to their furprife, 

“he informed them he preferred the eccle- 

fiaftical. . : ee e 

‘Though furprifed, his relations were not | 

. very averfe to’ his choice ; for fome of them *
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fore, es became a நாகம். ன டா. 

| This took. place’ a little. ee fies com: 

mencement of therevolution ; 3 but he found, 

foon after, that. the profefi 1௦11 he had adopted, 

for no reafon but to enjoy eafe and avoid. பொ 

இட்ட expofed him to: perfecution, and more 

danger than he had fhrunk from. : 

His regret for, this miftake was exceflive : . 

he thought the beft way of repairing it was, 

* to renounce the priefthoed,; which he did 

accordingly ; giving,» for his reafon, that his 

confcience would no longer permit him to 
affift in carrying ona fagce, contrived, from 

the beginning, to delude and cheat the peo- 

pie. And to prove that he was in- earnett, 
and that he might ingratiate hinfelf fill 
tore with the promot srs of the new Opi- - 

  

nions, he determined to: marry. The perfon. 
he {elected for - this honour was .a rich Wi- 

- dow: her maiden name was Soupire.. She 
. had, from her youth, - been aha fludious. dif- 

* 
௬
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2, pion: 3 beside by the time the had ணவ af 

‘her, ‘twentieth year, thes: was. ப் deep-read 

gs ‘romances, particularly thofe: of a refined 

ள் fentimental_ mature. The lady herfelf was 

- exquifitely. fentimental ; continually fighing 

for fomething « or other. The tear of. ‘fenfibility, 

| fo vile ae ‘favourite expreflion of her own, was 

continually து in her eye. 

Her own perfonal diftrefles, the ude 

| heaven, the was: able to fupport: as became a 

Chrittian ; but fie acknowledged, that the 

= misfortunes of ther fricnds the could not en- 

_ dure with equal firmnefs and refignation. 

_ With ‘regard to the poor, fhe lamented 

that her own narrow circumftances, did not 

pefmit her to. beftow en them much pecu- 

- niary relief; but the was bountiful in good - 

withes, and in the allotment which fhe 

thought ought to be made for them by the © 

rich. She often avowed, that the pleafure 

of giving was far moré exquifite than that of 

receiving. ay RO வ வன் 

oe farprited her. fo much, as that the
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_ from whence he wrote prefling letters to his 

"wife, begging that fheswould join him as foon 

as fhe could. She was taking meafures for 

that purpofe ; for the did not know what elfe 

ste do ; and had often declared, that to bé ab- 

fent from the hnfband fhe loved was worfe 

_ than death. The night before the was to have 

fet out, a wealthy citizen of Paris, and the 

friend of Robefpierre, made love to her.— 

Though the acknowledged that the was proud 

- ef the good opinion of fo diftinguithed a pa- 

triot, yet the alfo expatiated on her virtue, and 

the duty fhe owed her hufband, notwith- 

ftanding his political errors. The patriotic 

citizen reprefented that her virtue needed be 

no obftacle to his happineis, becaufe he could, 

with the greateft eafe, procure for her a di- 

vyorce from ‘her hufband, who was. an. emi- 

“grant, and* already dead in law. © ‘This ar- 

gument was enforced by an offer of an ample 

jointure, and a confiderable fum of ready mo- 

soney, at her own difpofal. 

‘Phe patriotic citizen prevailed ;-and, after 

WOLs 1 ee 11
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the divorce had been obtained, and the new 

- contract of marriage drawn out, fealed, and 

figned, in due form, he became the Jady’ 5. 

lawful மரவம். .... | eee 

He did not டட he hock nee ; the 

man died in confequence of excefs at an en- 

tertainment given by Robeft pierre’s டட to. 

a felect party of his friends. The Count’s ac- 

quaintance, citizen Cochon, had ingratiated 

himfelf fomuch with all that party, by abjur- 

‘ing the priefthood dnd ridiculing Chriftianity, 

that he had been invited to this entertainment. 

He faw the man carried {peechlefs. from the 

feaft, and conceived great hopes of his death; 

for, having before been ftruck with the figure 

of his wife, and informed of her circumftances, 

he thought an alliance with her would anfwer 

all his views. 

Some fhort time after the ae of the huf- 

band, therefore, monfieur Cochon paid a vifit 

to the afflicted widow.. -He told her, <« that, 

as he had loft one of his moft valued friends,. 

he came to mingle his tears with hers, which,



  

     
பட வத் a “MORDAUNT. 3 | 99 

ee perhaps, would afford fome degree 6 confola- 

ட் tion to both.’ ui She exprefed no averfion to the 

: _ experiment, aiid they met pretty frequently, to 

: ‘mingle their tears accordingly. She acknow-. 

‘ledged to him that this ceremony afforded 
- fome alleviation to her forrow, particularly as, 

though monfieur Cochon was a much ftouter 

man; yet fhe found a confiderable refemblance 

in his features to thofe of her deceafed huf- 

band. On that hint, monfieur Cochon fpoke, 

and declared his paffion with fuch a warmth, 

of eloquence as might have melted a harder 

heart than this lady’s feems to have been. 

All thofe particulars I learned from madamie 

la Brune, who was a relation of mademorfelle 

Soupire, had kept up a certain degree of inti- 

- macy with her through all her variations; and 

underftood her charaéter perfectly. | 

: Tn the account I have given of this woman = 

(continued the marchionefs), I have ufed, as 

often as I could recollect them, the : very 

phrafes of madame la Brune, who never {poke 

2 He
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of her coufin without turning, her ட்ட ். 

   
into ridicule. படட கடட க பது a 

The Count had ‘been aque with m ma- i 

fae Cochon when fhe was mademoifelle 

_ Soupire. At one time he was thought to be 

vather fond of her. Difguited by her affeted : 

airs of fenfibility, he had abftained. from vi-- 

Ating her. He had known her a warm and 

voluble friend of the Gironde party, while it 

was in power. He had known her its bitter 

enemy, and the moft eloquent of Robefpicrre’s- 

admirers, when the Gironde party was over- ; 

iets 2 94 was fully convinced that the was 

equally prepared to be the advocate and ad- 

muirer of whoever fhould averturn the govern- 

ment of Robefpierre, and bring hae to the 

guillotine. With whatever. indulgence or par- 

_tiality the Count might view this -difpofation: 

in himfelf (for it was precifely his own), yet 

it appeared to him hideous in another; and. : 

“he had the moft confiummate jcontempt, for 

madame Cochon.. He imagined, however.
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that the was a likely boron to remove all my 

_ feruples with refpect t6 my fucing for a di- 

. yvoree and marrying again.—‘ As this lady > who 

paffed for a woman of refined delicacy, had fo 

_ far yielded to the voice of reafon and prudence 

as to fue fora divorce from the man fhe had 

married from love, and had afterwards taken a 

fecond hufband, during the life of the firft, 

notwithflanding her love for him, and then a 

third, who had been a prieft, in the middle of 

her mourning for the death of the fecond, 

what hefitation could remain with me after 

fo bright and flriking an example ?”’ 

The Count, therefore, ‘cultivated the ace 

quaintance cf monficur Cochon’ more than 

ever; renewed his attentions to his lady, who 

had always retained a certain degree of regard 

- for him, and on whom he foon prevailed to 

promote his views with all her power. She 

: vifited her relation madame Ja Brune very 

affiduoufly, and took much pains to be on an 

intimate footing with me. 

I was not long in perceiving her aim and 

HS
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falpeaing her. — 

  

He its little interruption, to nee on ne 

good qualities of the Count ; ற் ட. intimate 

  

connection and great influence with the races : 

in power ; and on my oo fortune, in hav- _ 

ing fo valuable a friend, She. drew his por 

‘trait in the moft fhining: and varaifh. 

ed it with: all her art, to render it (till more : 

agreeable. “Fhis had a different effet from 

what fhe ‘intended ; the varnith corroded the 

artificial tints, ea left the likenefs all its na~ 

tural difgufting appearance of corruption. 

She was deceived by my filence and paflive 

attention: fhe informed the Count that the 

moment for being படட 1௦ by me with faq 

vour was arrived. : 

At his next yifit he found madame la Brune 

with me. She feifed a pretext for leavin ous; 

he began the old fubjeét of his ardent defire 

of ferving me—his extreme forrow for my 

helplefs ‘fituation. “On my. faintly thanking
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| him, he aids <¢ that endeavours were making 

for reftoring to me nty eftate, and threw 

out fome infinuations of his own influence — 

with. thofe on whom that meafure depended 3 

that the greateft obftacle was my being con- 

fidered as the wife of an emigrant; that he, — 

however, hada prior claim, having declared 

his paffion before my hufband paid his court 

tome. He hinted the great facility which 

there was with refpedt to divorces; and that, 

though he found it difficult to obtain the re- 

ftoration of an eftate to a perfon who was 

confidered merely as his frand, yet he was 

perfuaded it would not be refufed to his 

wife.” 

I froze at the word. 1 am convinced I be-— 

came pale. How he conftrued my appearance 

IT know not; but he dropped on one knee, 

feifed my hand, and renewed his requeit in 

dire& terms. At his touch 1 fhuddered—All 

- caution forfook me—I drew my hand haftily 

from ‘him, with an exclamation of averifion. 

He ftarted up with fury, and, in a me- 

H 4
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‘nacing 170106). admonithed me not to 0 provoke | 

him too far. — ae ல் pos ee 

a The worker you can do,” faid L ae wretch, | : 

cannot furpats your perfidy to my mother.” 

He left the room quite furious. 

Madame la Brune entered. —She had over- 

heard all that paffed.—She lamented the dan- 

ger I was in, and blamed my rafhnefs. 

“C70 {Cteen myfelf Soni danger,” faid I, 

** would you have me prunes into guilt and — 

infamy ” ; 

She படா into tears, and remained filent. 

I was forry for the uneafinefs I gave this 

good-natured woman, and faid every thing I 

could think of that could be foothing to her. 

Vilotte, the dancing-mafter, called on me 

a few days after this fcene. He feemed greatly 

egitated. He informed me, “ that he had jatt 

learned that an accufation was to be brought 

againft me; that he underftood it originated 

in the Count. He advifed me to deftroy any 

letters I might have from my hufband, co any 

paper whatever, that would ftrengthen fufpi-
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வளி my correfponding with emigrants.’’— 

He added, <« that I was “to be arrefted the fol- 

lowing day, and confined in a houfe belong- 

ing to a creature of the Count, where I would 

be entirely in his power.” 

_. This laft circumftance terrified me more 

“than all the reQ, I propofed leaving my 

lodgings dire@lly, and trying to find refuge and 
concealment in the houfe of a poor woman, 

whofe diftrefies I had occafionally relieved, 
and with whom I was not known to be ac- 

quainted, க் 

Vilotte approved of this; but defired me 

to delay till the dufk of the evening, when he 

“would ர conduct me ; and, in the mean 

while, begged that I would take the precau- 

tion he had mentioned. 

When I informed madame la Brune of this, 

fhe fhowed the ftrongeft marks of forrow, 

and, afterwards, of indignation ; the poured 
forth execrations againit the Count: at laft, 

after a minute’s paufe, fhe faid, « Perhaps I 

may {till be able to fave you from the power
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of this villain.” She ordered : a 1 coach to be 

called, affured me that fhe would return ina. 

~fthort time, and hurried into it without farther 

explanation. 

fe had no paper aa could be thought dee 

gerous, but ‘feveral that ர் did not with thofe 

wretches to perufe : thefe I immediately threw 

into the fire, and then employed myfelf in 

packing up what neceflaries could be con- 

veniently carried to the houfe where I in- 

tended to. go. 

Madame ‘la Brune returned two hours be- 

fore the time when I expected Vilotte.—I 

heard her finging a gay air as fhe came up 

flairs. She knew the ftate of anxiety in 

which 1 was, and wifhed to announce to- 

me, as foon’ as poflible, that there was no- 

thing alarming in the news fhe brought. As 

ம 

have nothing to fear, my dear madam,” cried 

fhe opened the door of my room   

fhe ; *f you may remain here in perfea fe- 

curity.” 

She then informed me, that ** fhe had been
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ல் wi h nee fiend and sone of the mie” 

n litary. committee ; hades related to him my 

> flory, which he was in part previoufly ac- 

ce quainted with, and had fully convinced him _ 

_ of the Count’s intention to gratify private 

~ malice: and revenge, under :the pretext of 

public zeal; that while the was enforcing 

this with all the warmth which her regard 

for »me prompted, a fervant had entered, 

and | informed him that Collot d’Herbois 

waited in another room ; that her friend had 

direGtly withdrawn, defiring her to wait his 

return; that, when he did return, he had 

affured her that he had taken effectual mea- 

fures for my fafety, defiring her to inform me 

that I was in no danger of being arrefted, and 

had Bes to dread from oe enmity of the. 

Count.’ : 

When Vilotte arrived, I ee him of 

thefe circumftances, at which he exprefied 

“great fatisfaGtion, faying, «« that though he 

had not the honour of knowing the deputy in 

த 4 
SS
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ணு, ie was well acquainted. with his 

_ high reputation ; ande that the affurances he - 

had given madame la Brune ‘were fe completely 

to be relied upon. 3 ட | 

I remained, accordingly, at he houfe, பப. 

difturbed by fear of being arcefted, or 2° 

any more vifits from the Count.” 

I afterwards came to the knowledge of 

the means by which my fecurity was _ob- 

tained. : : 

The Count had cultivated an intimacy with 

St. Jufte, a member of the convention, and a 
great favourite of Robefpierre. He was a 
young man of great intrepidity and confider- 
able talents, After having faid that he was a 

; favourite of Robefpierre, it is unneceflary to 

add that this St. Jufte was a at confum- 

mate villain. : 

He had recommended citizen R—— (for 
that was the name the Count had affumed) in 
fo particular a manner, that Ze alfo was confi-~ 
dered, at this time, as a kind of favourite of
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ந் ee, ‘The Count was fo vain oe this 

ந்த் onour, that he neglected his old friend, 

oe Collot | @'Herbois 5 and a coldnefs. had taken 

: place between them. The latter was piqued 

  

eat the ‘Count’ 's neglect ; and he harbour- 

் ன் ed befides fome degree of jealoufy, on account 

ட் of his growing favour with the dictator. This 

-was the fate of Collot d’Herbois’ mind when 

. he called on madame la Brune’s friend, as has 

: been mentioned. The latter was acquainted 

- with the Count’s ancient intimacy with Col- 

lot @Herbois, but knew nothing of the new 

~coldnefs. D’Herbois’ bufinefs was to ௦00௦11 

a fituation for a relation of his, who was an 

_ engineer. Immediately after granting this 

requeft, madame la Brune’s friend told the 

other that the Count had conceived ill-will 

again an unfortunate woman, in whom he 

was interefted, had a plan for hayipg her ar- 

--refted and confined, on pretences that were 

unfounded, and begged, as he himfelf was un- 

acquainted ah the Count, that d’Herbois
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“would prevail on ee to oS all thong of 

that nature" 3 = ee eR ey 

«© You may degen per its படம் d’Her- 

bois, * that it fhall be done—I’ 11 go to him | 

immediately.” : 3 ப 

5 மம லா6 1016 ob perfuading | him 3 ? for i | 

am a 1 good deal interefted in ae bufinels,” ren” 

' fumed the other- 

<< Abfolutely fure,”’ replied d’Herbois. 

He immediately waited on the Count, told 

him he was forry to underftand that he had 

intentions of accufing me, and defired he 

would give up ail thoughts oe it, and leave © 

me in tranquillity. | 

‘The Count exprefied furprife at he inter~ 

ference, faid there was great ground for the 

accufation, and refufed to comply. with his 

requeit. 

Collot d’ ee faid, with an air of me: 

nace, “5 I would advife you not to puth that 

matter by farther.” 

The Count, with heat, told - “< that he-
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ஒயில் ஸஹ 12 ஐ Robefpicrre himfelf that 
very day > adding, « Ebow will you antwer 

: to him for interfering in favour of a perfon 

under fuch aload of fufpicion as that lady is?” 

ae How will you anfwer to him,” replied 

; d’Herbois, ‘« for the letter you wrote to Pan. 

ton a little before his arreft and execution ??” 

| aT hat letter was burnt,” replied the 

Count. Cae ட் 

: « When I told you fo,” rejoined Collot 

_dHerbois, with an ironical erin, << ] did not 

recolle& that I had, from mere abjence of mind, 

flipped fe nto my pocket inftead of the fire : 

I was furprifed, therefore, to find it among my 

papers this morning.” த் 

The face of the Count, red-hot with rage 

the inftant before, became cold and pale at 

this annunciation ; he perceived that his life 

‘was in the power of a man he had neglected 

and braved, and with whofe vindictive tem- 

per he was well acquainted. This reflection, 

after he had ftood a moment motionlefs, be- 

- gan to thake his whole frame : when he at-
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. tempted to fpeak, his teeth chattered i in fac 

உ manner* that he -could not articulate a 

fyllable. ! லு படை 

After having fr fome time enjoyed his — 

terror, “1 fee,” faid Collot a’ Herbois, he that 

you are a little difcompofed at this intelli- 

26006 5 you may reft affured, however, that 

your friend Robefpicrre ரவி. not fee your 

kind epiftle to 4zs friend Danton, until I 

hear that the lady in queftion is arrefted, or 

that you make fome attempt to difturb her.” 

When the Count had recovered himfelf, he 

affured d’Herbois ‘* that he might have ob- 

tained what he required of him by’ a fingle 

word ; but that he had been impelled to af- 

fe& reluGtance merely by the abrupt and pe- 

remptory manner in which the requeft had 

been made ; that he mutt be {enfible that 

there was no man on earth for whom he had 

fo great an efteem ; that, as for the lady, fhe 

might rely on never being difturbed by him ; 

that very probably the reports he had heard — 

of her correfponding with emigrants were
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மணன் omy. dear mifs Clifford, to your 

“country: aK lam now convinced,” faid he, 

“ ‘that power. in. ‘republics, as well as in mon- 

ன ம. always a tendency to be. op- 

preflive; and that liberty,.as well in mon- 

archies as in republics, has a tendency to be 

‘turbulent : power and liberty, therefore, are 

feldom on good terms in cither.. I do not 

recollect. any inftance of their being com- 

bined, and limited fo as:to produce the ge- 
neral happinefs of the people, in any re- 

public, nor in any monarchy, except that of 

Great-Britain, fince the revolution in that 

country in the year 1688. 

He then told me,‘ that he hada friend; 

advanced in life, who- had. been {o difguited 

with ‘the diffenfions aad tumiults ef which 

Geneva had been the {cene-fince our revolu- 

tion, that he -+had taken a {mall houfe in-a 

very. retired and romantic {pot near the vil- 

lage of Clufe, where he lived with his fifter, 

adage, who, had Jong before’ been: difguited 

ind in general; not, indeed, on 
    VOL. ir. K 

ட
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account*of a revolution in the ftate, but in 

the affections of ont man, who had proved 

faithlefs to her :’”’ adding, “ that they hardly 
ever faw or correfponded with any perfon, » 

except when he himfelf paid them a vifit, or — 

had occafion to write to the brother.” To 

this perfon’s houfe my landlord offered to 

conduct me, affuring me of a welcome. I 

agreed to the propofal with eagernefs. We 

fet out the following day ; and, at my arrival, 

I received from this gentleman and his father 

the welcome I had been promifed. 

Before I left Geneva, I had written to my 

hufband, who was {till with lie prince of 

Conde, expreffing my defire of pafiing: to 

Germany, as foon as I could know where he 

withed me to refide ; and defiring him to ad- 

drefs to me, under cover, to my landlord at 

‘Geneva, who would deliver his letters, of 

‘tranfmit them to me, wherever I might be. 

~ While I waited with impatience for an an- 

fwer to this letter, I received one from ma-_ 

dame la Brunc, in which the informed = 
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** that before the Count returned from his ex- 

_ pedition to Lifle and St.*Omer’s, fhe had pre- 

‘pared a very plaufible ftory to amufe him, and 

remove any fufpicion which might, naturally — 

enough, have arifen in his mind, of her hav- 

ing intentionally கை him ; that, though 

the had never feen a man fo vexed as he was at 

his difappointment, and at the thoughts of 

having for ever loft me, fhe had appeared to 

be as vexed as him; that fhe was not quite 

certain, however, of having entirely re- 

moved his fuf{picions ; that his paffion for me 

was as violent as ever; that he talked much 

of the happy fituation in which it was in his 

power, as well as inclination, to place me ; 

that he would forget all the trouble I had given 

him, and enable me to live in opulence, un- 

controlled, and entirely according to my own 

tafte.’” Madame la Brune obferved, “ that 

his infifting fo much on thefe topics looked 

a little sis if he ftill fufpected that fhe knew 

where I was, and would inform mé of all he 

faids ze 
K 5
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[This woman: you 1 mutt perceive, ் Ly 0. ar, ள் 

  

is. ‘exceedingly. threw. and ‘cunning 5 hae . 

though IT mutt ever think on her with grati- 

tude, and fhould be happy to render, her 

any proper fervice, I- fhould dike. her better 

if (he had lefs cunning, | sari more ‘true mike 

dom : cunning: is very apt to. grow into 

knavery, whereas wildom tends to make peo- 

ple honeft.] - 

The mott interefting wae of -her epitle 

was the poftfeript, which acquainted mac’ 

with her having juft learnt that the Count : 

had. left Paris, .and that. he was gone to 

Chambery, where a certain perfon who had 

been long looked on as a ட ச of his 

ated as a commiffioner, ee 

This intelligence alarmed me fo much, that 

I immediately fent.a peafant with a letter to 

my friend the watchmaker -at Geneva; beg- 

ging his advice, and informing hee that I 

had heard this commuflioner {poken of as a 

man devoid of principle, and devoted to the 

Count; fo that, if he thould by any accident
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difcover where I was,’ if might, by ‘the au- 

thority of the formers be arrefted on the : 

 Mlighteft pretext, and fall into the power of 

the latter. | 

The worthy Genevois: faw my danger in 

the fame light I did myfelf, and he was as 

eager to relieve me from it as if he had been 

my father. His anfwer was, ‘*that the fafeft 

place, in his opinion, that I could retire to was 

Vevay ; ‘that he would write to a trufty per- 

fon of his acquaintance, who lived there,to 

be ready to receive and accommodate me im- 

mediately on my arrival 3” and he defired me 

to meet him early in the morning of the day, 

after receiving his letter, at a certain village, 

from whence he would conduét me to the Lake 

ef Geneva, where a boat would be ready to 

carry my maid and me acrofs to Vevay. 

vit afrerwards appeared, however, that all 

my fufpicions, from the time I had feen the 

fellow in+the Plain-palais, had been well 

‘founded: he was one of the ruffans whom 

the Count maintained, and always had at his 

K 3
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_ command. This fellow had been’ fent bi the 

Count from Chambery to Geneva, for the ex- 

prefs purpofe of getting fome accounts con- 

‘cerning me: he had remarked my fuddenly 

_.turning from him, and haftening within the 

gate; and had afterwards made inquiries, which | 

confirmed him in the potion that I was the 

perfon he was in fearch of. He had given this 

information to the Count, who had dire@ly 

come to Geneva, in the hopes of carrying me 

off by fome means or other from that city, on 

his arrival there; and, finding that I had left 

it, he had taken pains to difcover where I had 

gone, in which he faccected ; and, finally, 

had applied to the commiffioner, who, fub- 

fervient to. all his viewer had given an order 

for arrefting me, on the pretext of my carry- 

ing ona correfpondence with the enemies of 

France. 

After every thing was arranged for our 

departure, according to the directions of my 

fiend the Genevois, while I was converling 

after fupper with my worthy hoft and his
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‘fifter,. if thes expectation of fetting out 

next morning, a fervane, entering the room 

abruptly, told us, ‘‘ that the houfe was fur- 

rounded by a party of French foldiers.” You ; 

may conceive what a thunder-ftroke this was 

to me. My landlord, whofe natural fteadi- 

nefs of temper was fortified by the ftudy and 

practice of philofophy, feeing the ftate in 

- which I was, faid, “« Fifty to one it is a mif- . 

take, founded on falfe information ; they hap- 

pen daily.’”’—** The perfon who commands 

the party is placing fentinels around the 

houfe; he feems a civil man,”’ faid the fer- 

vant to his mafter, een he defired me to 

tell you; fir, that you need not be alarmed, 

for he has orders not to injure you in the 

leaft.”’ | 

«< Tam glad that the party is under com- 

mand,” replied our landlord aloud: ‘* in that 

cafe, as we are all innocent, ‘none of us need 

be alarmed.” 

As the officer was entering, I turned my 

back to the door, from the dread that he 

K 4
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might be accompanied — by the leone pads. 

drefling my landlords he faidjséek am. forty, 

fir, that my duty obliges me to difturb you: 

‘in the leaft ; but my. orders reach not you ; 

they only regard a lady: who lives in your 

houfe. ae ் 

“ம். ௦௨0௦1 de(erihe how I was affected, 

when, {truck with the voice of this officer, 

7 ‘T turned fuddenly, and recognifed the very 

perfon who had accompanied me on my jour- | 

ney from, and return to, Paris, when I went 

for the money. ; : , 

He feemed as much aftonifhed ‘as. I was. 

“: Good Heaven!” faid I, “ St. Jenn are you 

come to arreft me?” 

“To arreft you!” exclaimed : he, with the 

~ accent of horror, fhaking his head. He then 

paufed, looked around; fhut the door, and 

repeated, ‘© Arreft you! my. dear madam, 

never, never, never: 

«© Who then are you come to arreft?” faid I. 

“< My-dear lady,” replied hej. let me rece- 
32 ver my fenfes;’’ and, after looking firft my
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ட் ப ரஸ் aa then his fifter, ftedfaftly in the 

face, he faid to me—«Am’T fafe to {peak ?” 

I will anfwer for this gentleman and lady . 

as for myfelf, St. Jean,” faid I. 

Will you ee replied. the good fellow; 

  

sts then - I- will {peak freely.—In° cafe you 

_fhould efcape from this, do you know 

| of. any place in which you could be con- 

cealed ? eas 

<<] was preparing to eS out for fuch a 

pace when you arrived,” faid I. 

** Would to Heaven I had fallen and broken 

my leg when I was haftening hither,”’ {aid he. 

<< | believe you had beft inform this good 

man of the whole of your {cheme,”’ faid our 

Jandlord, addreffing me. - ? 

ப I did fo dire@lly. 

St. Jean liftened with attention; and when 

Ivhad finifhed,—*< It will do,” faid he, rifing 

with an air of {atisfa@ion. He then defired 

to be, excufed, faying he had fome difpo- 

: fitions to make ; but would return in a fhort 
ம் i 

time.
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€* Are you abfolutely certain of this man’s 

| fidelity?” faid the fiftér, as foon as he left the 
room. ~ 3 

«© As much as of any man alive,” faid I. - 

«© That may be,’ faid the fifter with a 

profound figh; ‘* but no man alive is to be . 

trufted.”” ௮ 

I recolle€ted what the Genevois had told 

me, that this lady had in her youth been de- 

ceived by a man; and j had perceived that a 

long courfe of intervening years had not pluckt 

the rooted forrow from her breatt. 

«© Do you not perceive, my dear fifter,” faid 

our landlord, “« that the time for diftruft is paft; 

we are in the man’s power; the leaft appear- 

ance of diftruft now would only irritate.” - 

St. Jean returned. We were furprifed to 

_ fee him accompanied by the footman and the 

two maids, the only fervants belonging to 

the houfe. We were alarmed when he de- 

fired that they thould be thut up in a room, 

and the key delivered to him.
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“This extraordinary requeft was immediate- 

ly complied with. After which, St. Jean, 

-fhutting the door, addreffed us as follows, in 

_a low voice. 

. * You have acquainted me with the plan 

formed for the marchionefs’s efcape previous 

fo my unlucky arrival. I will now inform you 

of the meafures I fhall take for its being ftill 

carried into execution. ‘The orders I have 

received are general, and fimply to arreft a 

lady living with this gentleman :—little did 
I imagine that this lady, the daughter of my 

benefactor, was the perfon. 1 will run any 

rifk to fecure her efcape from the danger with 

which the is threatened ; but I hope it may 

be effected without much, I have informed 

the party under my command, that the lady 

we were in fearch of is in this houfe; that it 

would be foolifh to think of moving her un- 

til the morning. ‘I have placed fentinels be- 

fore and behind the houfe. At one o’clock 

- precifely there will be a foldier at the back- 

door, whom I believe I might truft; but it
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is unneceflary, for I fhall myfelf walk ae : 

the houfe at that hour on the “pretence of ob= 

ferving whether the fentinels do their. duty. 

I thall then bring the man at the back-door 

to the front of the houfe, and there amufe- 

him and his ‘companion with repeated Ae 

minute orders, until the marchionefs and her 

maid fhall have full time to withdraw by the 

back-door, and to get at a diftance from the 

houfe, fo as to arrive at the place where the - 

-perfon you mentioned attends to accompany 

them acrofs the Lake. On the smorning,’? 

continued St. Jean, « I fhall be under the | 

neceflity of conducting this lady,’ pointing 

to our landlord’s fifter, “to a fmall town 

between this and Chambery, where the per- 

* fon who brought me the commiffioner’s or= 

ders waits my arrival. ‘He will no doubt be 

out of humour when he fees the miftakeé ; but 

he muft impute it to the want of precifion in 

the orders he gave me, and he muft of courfe 

releafe the lady dire@ly.” ப
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© The fitter did not feem very fond of this 

் part of St. Jean’s plan ;* but when the brother 

declared his intention to accompany her, ob- 

| ferving, at the farne time, that it would af- 

ford her fatisfaction the reft of her life to re- 

fle&, that, by a fmall’ piece of inconvenience, 

fhe had been the means of faving a perfon the 

- efleemed from very great diftrefs, perhaps 

- from death, fhe agreed. 

T could not help exprefling a fear, how- 

ever, left St. Jean fhould be fufpected of 

having connived at my efcape; “ for, after 

all,”’ faid I, ** the foldiers who are here will 

declare that there were fwo ladies.”’ 

5 The foldiers, my dear madam,” {aid Se: 

Jean, ‘can declare no fuch matter ; they did 

not know that there was fo much as one lady 

here until I informed them, after I went lait 

out of thistoom. That they may not be made 

acquainted that there are two rr the reafon of 

qmy haying ufed the precaution of locking up 

the only perfons who can give them that in- © 

formation.”



142 : “~. “MORDAUNT, 

We all admired the prudence and addres 

of St. Jean. . After feme confultation, it was 

thought expedient to liberate the “man-fer- 

vant, whofe filence and difcretion his mafter- 

declared he could rely on; and who was_ 

highly ufeful, at the appointed hour, in con= 

ducting my maid and me to the place, where 

we found the punétual Genevois in waiting. 

This worthy man had arranged every thing 

to my wifh; and he never quitted us, until 

he had feen us eftablithed fafely at Vevay. _ 

I foon after had the pleafure of hearing 

from him, that our hoft and his fitter had 

both been fet at liberty a fhort time after the 

party had conducted them to the town from 

whence they {fet out; that St. Jean had 

fhowed that he had adhered literally to his 
orders, and that no blame was attached to 

him. But I was informed, at the fame time, 

of what gave me much inquietude, though I 

had all along fufpeGted it in part, that the 

Count was in Savoy; that the order for ar- 

refting me originated in him; that he re-
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Owed” பனிக்க that the information he 

: had received was true ;*but that he had been 

Oe perfuaded by St. Jean, that I muft have left 

- the. houfe before his arrival with the party ன் 

. that St. Jean had been ordered to Taly ; and 

2 that the Count continued his refearches for 

me with redoubled affiduity. _ 

ஒம் this intelligence’ my friend the Gene- 

vois had received from St. Jean, before he 

fet out on his march, I fhould have direAly 

left Vevay, had I not expeGied every day to 

hear from my hufband, or had I known 

where I could be in more fafety. 

A fhort time after this I was again on the 

point of falling into the power of my perfe- 

cutor. From that fupreme mifery I was faved 

by the generous interpofition and intrepidity 

of one who, for reafons with which I am 

unacquainted, wifhes “not to be mentioned. 

When I fhall know that thofe reafons no 

longer exift, I fhall acquaint you with the 

particulars. 

: The behaviour of வி]. the Englith with
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soe None ea erat bres ட் ம. 

LETTER XXXV. 

The Countess DowaceEr of DEANPOR T 19 
‘James GRINDILL, E/q. 

“Dear ‘SiR; ன ் ee London. 

i ALWAYS thought Mordaunt of a generous 

difpofition ; but as he is, at the fame time, 

both a younger brother and a man ae fafhion, 

I never could have imagined that he would 

have been either able or willing to have ad- 

vanced fach a fum as would enable you to 

clear off your debts, and leave Munich in a 

creditable manner. Men of pleafure feldom 

have cafh fufficient to anfwer their own pur- 

= pofes and 1 hardly ever lsenew any of them, 

~ €xcept mere novices, at their firftaffecting that 

character, who were willing to accommodate 

_a friend with money, whatever his urgency 

எல ட் 

் might be. But Mordaunt of late has, I un- 

derftand, been more a foldier than a man of 

” pleafure. eee 

at am happy it was in my power to 

OL. 1 தட்ட ப 1
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ன் impatient for your arrival in London, you may 

ட ‘imagine what a difappointment it was to me 

ட் , when I underftood that, immediately on land- 

ing, you were under the neceffity of fetting 

ட் out for Wales. I am fenfible, however, of 

் the propriety of that meafure, and fhall now 

“acquaint you with the circumftances that 

made. me ery ete of als you in 

, town. a 

a one of your fiers from the continent 

: there is a hint which fhows that you had 

fome idea of my having a-fcheme to promote 

a marriage between my fon and Mifs Moyfton. 

_ I do-not give you credit for a vaft deal of pe- 

- metration on that account. You muft natu- 

_rally have imagined that I could have no other 

__ defign the moment you heard that I cultivat- 

ed an acquaintance with her and her aunt. , 

~ On what other account could I have fubmit- 

ted to. the penance of vifiting and being vi- 

fi ted. by fuch women? You can have no no- 

_ tion of their vulgarity. 

Knowing that they were engaged with a 

L 3 
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IES 5 yet ட பக - to Lupport my 

ipirits with the thought, that, through my 

fafferings, my fon might obtain for his. wife 

the: greatett | heirefs in England. Little do 

        

. ren confider eat a tender and affeCtion—- 

2 டப்பா is capable of enduring. for the laft- ¢ 

் ing good of her offspring | 

ட் அமி ர் perfevered in my attentions to 

ட thefe two women, I often {poke to them of 

் my fon, who at this time was vifting he 

~ eftate i in Ireland : I defcribed him, you may 

eB believe, in the moft flattering colours, taking 

_ particular care to {uit my defcription to what 

_ I conceived to be the tafte of the niece. One 

் day, being alone with the aunt, I determined 

௦ open my views to her; but while in pre- 

= paration for what I intended, I was enlarging 

on my fon’s fine qualities, the old lady anti- 

es -cipated my purpofe, exclaiming—“‘ What a 

charming match would fuch an accomplith- 

: பல young nobleman make for my niece |” 

I received the hint gracioully, but with 

"becoming oa —“< My fincere friend{hip 

L3



 



    er es 3 ‘and I took care ட டல் ட 

“fon i in. the company was fare to make the ob- — 

ட் fervat yn—that the was the greatelt heirefs in ் 

the ifland. -I was in hopes that this would. 

have | excited a defire in my fon to be intro- 

"duced to the young Tady ; but I. difcovered 

that his mind was at that time engrofled with: : 

the thoughts of purchafing a mare which bad 

| ftruck his fancy, and he could attend to no- 

thing elfe. As foon as I underftood that he 

ஆதம் fucceeded i in obtaining the mare, I again cS 

      

2 introduced the fubject of Mifs Moyilon, and 4 

| gave him a pretty circuinftantial detail of her 

_ fortune, having previoufly informed myfelf of 

ம் the எரு. in which her imment{e pro- 

கர is fecured. I concluded the narrative 

_ with the phrafe appropriated for womenabout 

to be married, * that fhe had every qualifica- 

fon requifite | for renderi ing the பரட் 11215 

அடப்



 



   
   

  

MORD. 755 

] “recovered oe ie fucptize, and, ப் 

he. whole, conducted himifelf fully as well, es 

during this firft vit, as I had expeéted. 

் : As he continued ane fame behaviour when 

“he met. them at my houfe, and fometimes 

: vifitea them at their own, I flattered myfelf 

் ல் every thing was in good train for the ac- 

க coinplifhment of | my withes. But fome- 

© thing: like backwardnefs, on the part of 

“my foa, has appeared fince ; of which I will 

<p give you an account in my next; for I 

_ am now obliged to drefs for lady Paro’s af- 

் fembly, from which I would not, on any ac~ 

_ count, be abfent this particular night, as I 

2 have chad a foreboding, ever fince I rofe this 

= morning, that I fhall be a very confiderable 

: winner. — 

You will Tangh at my foreboding, and im- 

pute if to faperftition ; though 1 really never 

- am. fuperiftitious, unlefs when Tam in an ill 

e ftate of health. My foreboding, at prefent, 

is founded ‘on what you have often told me is 

    

| ? ec only juft bafis for betting, namely, calcu~
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ச் had rane a woman of anes டர any. 

  

regard to her looks.” * To this he made no 

~-anfwer ; though, from his countenance, 1 

thought my. remark made fome impreffion 

on him.— Whether it proceeds from indo- 

as lence or vacancy Gor I need not attempt 

“to. conceal from you that lord Deanport has 

not a great variety Oe ideas), he feldom en- 

gages in an argument ; and often, when he is 

் entirely of a different opinion from thofe who 

endeavour to perfuade him to any meafure, 

he fays nothing againft it: fo that many have 

imagined they had brought him round to 

theig*way of thinking, becaufe he remained 

உண்டி which he did merely. to avoid the டே 

-tigue of reafoning. fe 

On the prefent occafion, however, I 

‘thought him a little affeGted by what I faid; 

| and, with a view to gain him entirely, I 

| added, ce TT bat -unqueftionably his fortune 

அசல very confiderable; that his Eoglith e~ 

ftate, in particular, had been greatly im- 

proved Pe the et 1 had beitowed on. it
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ட hie minority 5 ் but that he ful aed ale 

great ‘fum : that, byt a marriage with Mifs 

: Moyfton he: would be. freed at once from 

that burden, be i in pofleffion of a large fain 

Or ready money, and a vaft additional for- 

tune in land, which, by an acceffion of in- 

fluence with adminiftration, ‘would enable 

him to provide for his friends and depen- 

dants at no “expenfe to thimielf.”. LT -allo, . 

hinted, “that the additional thoufand pounds 

which he had added to my jointure, before 

fo fhamefully fmall, Gould to: longer be 

felt; but that he would even be able to 

double it, and ftill have more than. twice © 

as much to fpend as he could afford at pre- 

12042 

You have had but too many proofs that lord 

Deanport knows nothing of true generofity : 

what I have heard you remark, my dear fir, 

is certainly juft, that he takes after the con- 

tracted character of his father. I hardly ever 

knew him perform one generous action from 

the genuine ட... of his own heart? :



    
ஜீ ட். by. ine, or fonte other he ‘even ் i 

ட் the addition that he made to my jointure 1 was 

obtained by the repeated fuggettions of thofe 

whom I employed for that purpofe ; and he 

granted it at lait mote to relieve himfelf 

from importunity hee from. any inclination 

10 oblige. eae 

a Aten throwing out the hint shave mei: 

“tioned, I told my fon, “ that I had heard 

(which I oy have) that lord Sordid, fon 

of 

attention to Miufs Moytton.” 

had of late paid particular   

  

This roufed him more than any thing I 

had hitherto fuggelted. _ 65 Do you imagine,” 

: faid he, witha a tone of contempt, <¢ that I 

have reafon to dread lord Sordid as a rival ?” 

TI told him, ‘‘ that he certainly had not, 

fa provided he paid nearly the fame attention 

to See which that lord did.” 

za £8 Lefs attention will do,”’ -faid he, and left 

me : with 2 an air of per felt fufficiency. 
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His want of due attention to the fady i¢ 

my only fear; for, | ‘in ‘point: of perfon and, an 

countenance, my fa fas much the advantage 

~ of lord Sordid, as indeed he has of moft young 

men of fafhion. I do not recollect. one who, 

in thofe articles, can be thought his fuperior, 

except Mordaunt ; and he derives his fuperi~ 

ority more from that graceful franknefs and 

captivating eafe of manner, which all the 

others attempt, but none have caught, than 

to the exclufive beauty of his face and figure. 

My fon, on the contrary, to a fupercilious 

addrefs joins a repulfive look ; thefe, with 

his natural indolence, being oppofed to lord : 

Serdid’s fawning affiduity, alarmed me {o 

much, that I took pains to imprefs both 

Mifs Moyfton and her aunt with an unfa- 

vourable idea of lord Sordid. I reprefented: 

him as the flave of avarice, and commented 

at large on that paffion as the moft debafing 

for himfelf, and the moft tormenting to 2 

wife, that a hufband could have. ‘ec Jt 18
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ம oe certain that all this’ influence bali : 

# caturally: fall into otHer hands. Into whofe 

“hands do you think it would fall? and for 
: yom would that perfon ufe it? © 

The’ very ‘firft effec of it would be, to re- 

compenfe you for your late difappoihtment, 

_ by placing you in parliament. I am fenfible 

that a feat would be highly convenient for 

 -you at prefent : indéed, it is the only protec- | 

‘tion which feveral very worthy gentlemen of 

| my cone have againit the — 

of tradefinen, ~ 

But, over and அட் that fecurity, 1 am 

றவர் that when you are in parliament, 

and known to have influence with my fon, 

your | next application to the minifter will nat 

be followed by the fame cold neglect that 

your laft was. 

‘Your not being a fpeaker does not account 

for it: very few of his adherents are of ufe 

| to him in debate ; and, were it not for the’ 

| immenfe power of his own eloquence, and 

: the: ingenuity of two or three others, bis 

Ma
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_ pofeffes that in a very eminent degree, every 

_ other: requifite i is taken for granted. 

Lam perfuaded that it is not yet too late for 

one of your natural quicknefs and ingenuity : : 

» during the refidence you are at prefent obliged 

to make in the country, you could not em- 

ட் ploy the time better than in compofing 

“fpeeches, | and pronouncing them before a 

mirror; by which you will acquire becom~' 

ing gefticulation, and accuftom yourfelf to 

“retain a feries of arguments and illuftrations 

in your memory. You will do well to pre~ 

pare harangues for both fides ; becaufe there 

is no knowing which party may be upper- 

_moft by the time you fhall obtain your feat. 

And, after you have chofen your fide, and © 

_fhown es whofe banner you mean to fight, 

though it will be expected that you fhould 

make fome kind of declaration regarding your 

fatute condu@, it will be worth your while 

40 make yourfelf mafter of as many equivocal 

நடக as ae Enelith language ae and 

ப sis 8 A
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to ufe general expreffions ; ‘that. in’ cafe oe 

your finding it for your intereft to adopt. op-_ ல் 

0௦1166 meafures, you may have little diffi 

culty, in explaining away the obvious fenfe 

of your former declarations. 

From a neglect of this 2a. precau- 

tion, feveral perfons of my. acquaintance , in. 

other re(pects of diftinguifhed prudence, have — 
found themifelves in a very. உதவத் fitua- ர் 

tion. i ‘ ear, 

I have beck catried infenfibly Gena: my are : 
je&t ; and-now,. when I intended to refume, — 

I am interrupted :—it is the aunt herfelf: 
fhe is in the drawing-room, She, never vi- _ 

fited me before without being accompanied 
“with her niece. I muft finith here, or mifs 

‘the poft. I thall write again to-morrow. Do. 

not write to my. fon till Fam receive my 
_ next> த Feta aes 

ப Adieu! ae 
ae ex E. Dy 

ந்தது பஷி டட fhort dine, to tell me 
how old எண்டா ர 

2 

4 
*
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“LETTER பட்டா 1. I. 

De Same ae ஜி Same. 

ள் A ள் ் Rea அத் 2 7,௦00.” 

‘Tur visit, by which my letter of yefterday 
was interrupted, adds to’ my former aioe 

~ tude that you fhould write in- the moft im- 

preflive terms to my fon. 1 hope you are 

— fafficiently convinced ‘that the plan I am fo 

anxious for, befides gratifying me, will great~ 

dy conduce to your own intereft as well as 

as that of lord Deanport. ட sy 

ae ர. will now inform you of- the oe of dee 

Paine’ s vifit. I no fooner: entered the room 

| than. I perceived fomething had difturbed the 

“Hnmegning: -fimper. that »was wont to dwell 

    

ong her round and rofy features. She told 

Y ‘me, ge a good deal: of ‘embarraflment and 

- awkward ர ய. 8 (09% 123௦ was ex- 

tremely fe to be obliged to {peak on fuch 

ந 2 fubje& ; but that it was impoflible not te 
ee. 

னி
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நச நமா வஞ்ச 0100௧௫ “of Jord Dean 
behaviour towards her niece, விண்ணகம். ap- 

- peared fo very evident at an affemb ரி தி 

ceding evening 3 that. it muft have © 

every body; for his lordthip had hardly seule 

to her during the+whole evening, though 

fhe had kept herfelf difengaged from” caffino, 

the game fhe moft ‘delights 1 is ‘on = = 

  

    

    

  

converfe with him.” 

oo} afttired “her =<“ thet, ue I could ave: any 

idea of indifference for her niece ‘on the part 

of my fon, it would give me ‘the mot fenfi- 

ble uneafinefs, becaufe I was cértain he ne- 
.ver could meet with another young lady” of ் 
equal worth; that I knew he was of the : fame, ் 

way of thinking ; but that he was o | 
tentive turn of mind, and often had. பம. 

indifference to the people he loved mofts/t 2 பன் 

ர it was mere habit? oe 
She obferved, a little Bean? gre it was | 

a very bad habit.” 

% ட nies a aed, in extenua~ i 

    

   

  

ee
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tion, ‘ that it was a habit which people of 
“high ak were apt to’ contract without in- 

“tention. You muft have obferved, my dear 

madam,’ faid I, << how peculiatly we are 

liable to “be abfent and inattentive: I am 

conyineed it muft have occurred to yourfelf 

fometimes to have fallen into a kind of reve- 

rie, during which you hardly knew your inti- 

mate friends or acquaintance.” 

_ ‘Plattered with the clafs I had placed her 

in, her features relaxed fomewhat of their 

fullennefs, and the faid, ‘* that, admitting 

there was juftice in what I urged, {till it 

-feemed ftrange that a man fhould behave 

with more ire to the woman he loved 

than to others.” 

Endeavouring to remove the force of this 

obfetvation,. L ‘began to hint at the effect of 

very refpectful loye, which fometimes pro- 

duced a timidity and an appearance of cold- 

-nefs.—She interrupted me’ with impatience 

and indignation, faying **ghat fhe had heard
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of exceflive love and refpect having been 

urged as an apology*for the greatelt ainfult a" 

woman ¢ould receive ; but that, in her « ரட் me 

“pion, men who were poffefled of that kind of 

refpe& had no bufine{s to marry.” 

_ Iwas alarmed at the air of “contempt with 

which fhe pronounced this, and haftened to 

remove the unfavourable impreffions: tet Le 

had accidentally given. ss 

«© My dear madam,” faid Loe et yen 

never hear of men who, after being very warm 

loyers during the whole of their courtthip, 

proved very cold hufbands ??’ 

She anfwered,; in a very feeling accent, 

« that the not only had heard of fach falfe 

deceivers, but had known fome of them.”’ 

« Well ; and no doubt you muft alfo have 

knowa or heard of men who, after having 

been very cold and inattentive lovers, became 

moft warm and affectionate hufbands.’’ . 

After a paufe, fhe declared fhe never had. 

ழ் This furprifes me,”. refamed. JT. ** But oe 

3212 அத்தம் கல பல 

ae
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mys ea த் you. that lord Deanport will 

ப “be as {trong a poe of the fact.as a thou- 

“fand inftances ;- becaufe’ he has, from. his 

ட்டு 183. ௨. 10ம் ௦8 ‘carelefs, negligent 

manner, to thofe he loves bett. I myfelf, 

for example, have afte experienced i if thou gh, 

at bottom, he is the moft affe€tionate and moft 

dutiful of fons; and to people, on the other 

hand, for whom he has no real regard, and 

never wifhes to fee in private, Me as always 

very attentive in public. But you muit re- 

member that it is in mere ‘external behaviour, 

aa in ‘trifling matters, that he difplays this 

attention ; for, in eflentials, he has no connec- 

tion with them: and therefore, my dear ma- 

dam,”’ concluded I, “ you may rely upon it, 

_ that, in the fame degree: that my fon is ne- 

gligent in matters of mere ctiquette, he will 

be: Higa oasis things of importance ; and 

though you may think him rather a carelefs 

lover, your niece will find. him an affeCtionate 

sand : dutiful hudband ; for I know that it is 

both i in his power and nature to be 1025. 
  



   
174 MORDAUNT.\ 

This feemed to Satisfy, her ஆனல் we aed = 

as good friends as ever. Thave fpoken tomy | 

_ fon on the fubjet; but he is ‘fo. very indolent, — 

and fo very apt to-fail, in every refolution he 

makes, and every engagement he comes un- : 

der, if he has not either fome internal ftiimu- 

lant to excite him, or fome external monitor . 

to advife him, that-I earneftly beg you will 

put the importance of this whole bufinefs, in 

as {trong a point of view as you ean, in your 

very “next letter to him; for, in fpite of all 

my infinuations againft lord: Sordid, if he and 

his relations continue their attentions to the 

niece, and my fon perfeveres in his neglect of 

her, there is reafon to dread the event. 

Yours, as ufual, 

E. DEANPORT-. 

I expedted you would rally me on my 

notion, that fortune at play often depends on 

feats.. You are fo Pete as to tell me that this —



 



 



tee nea 177 

of lord.Sordid, and the magnificence he 
would’ be enabled to difplay on his marriage 

. with *mifs Moyfton, determined my fon to 

. thwart him, by an immediate renewal of his 

- own affiduities. He came and informed me 

_of his determination.. I cautioned him to do 

this in a manner confiftent with the account 

I had lately given of him, which I knew 

_had been faithfully repeated to the niece. 

2 The aunt and niece were equally delighted 

» with the whole of his behaviour. They now 

_ thought that the careleffnefs which had fhock- 

ed them before, and which they believed they 

ftill perceived in his addrefs, was on_ the 

whole graceful. The young lady’s delight was 

increafed by the f{plendor of our liveries, and 

the tafte of my fon’s drefs on the birth-day. 

His renown as a minuet-dancer you are no 

ftranger to. It would be difficult to decide 

whether mifs Moyfton னு moft pleafed with 

the charms of hc ices: of his embroidery,. or 

of his dancing ; but fhe feemed quite in rap- 

~ tures with the united effect of the three. As 

VOL. Il. N
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: he is now a little familiarifed to the coarfe- 

nefs of her features and the vulgarity of her 

manners, the impreffion they at firft ‘made. 

on him begins to diminifh, while rlat de- 

rived from a contemplation of her wealth finks | 

deeper every day. Ihave good‘ hopes ‘that * 

the whole bufinefs will be happily terminated 

within a very fhort time. I regret much that 

you cannot quit your poft, were it bat for a 

few days. I fhould like to have a little’con- 

verfation with you before I {peak to the aunt 

on the fubject of fettlements.. On this"in- 

~terefting fubject I am not fond of writing: 

5 EE. DEANPORT,
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: The Same to the Sane: 

London. 

டன் AM fenfible of the wifdom of what you 

fageelt, in your, daft, refpecting the fettle- 

ments. Unquettionably, the more of the ready 

money, mifs Moyfton fhall keep at hér own 

difpefal, after marriage, the better will it be 

for herfelf, and the ட்ரம் cOnvenient for me. 

I_am convinced, with you, that I fhall find 

it eafier to deal with her than with my fon 

_on eertain points. 

  

@-It is long fiance you made it clear to me, 

from the indolence, the everlafting CMU 

and. the total want of refources in his own 

mind; that he muft always be under the ma- 

nagement of another, moft probably of one 

woman after another. It is evident, hovw- 

ever, that mifs Moyfton will never be of the 

-mumber: fhe: wants that degree of beauty, 
ட 

N இ
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and of compliance | to his favourite taftes, 

without which every other accomplifhment 

and virtue a woman. can. poffefs would be 

unfupportable. tong. Tam. fufficiently 

aware, that it will be difficult for me long to 

retain that portion of influence with him that 

would be agreeable to myfelf, or ufeful to 

my friends: on which account I was the 

‘more impatient to have the ceremony over as | 

foon as poflible ; being pretty. fare, that, at 

the prefent moment, certain arrangements, 

highly expedient for me, would be complied 

with, and rendered irrevocable ; Whereas, 

from. the experience I have already had of 

my fon’s difpofition, he might, at a future 

period, be lefs obliging. | ௫ 

When every circumftance feemed con- 

ducive to the fpeedy fulfilment of my withes, 

a new and unexpected incident gave me in- 

quictude, and was the caufe of my pofponing 

writing to you for fo long a time. 

I. had hopes that it might prove an ill-~ 

founded alarm, and I wifhed to fpare you
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an uneafinefs you could not remove ; but, as 

you exprefs as much pain on account of my 

long filence as you will fuffer from knowing » 

the caufe of it, I muft inform you, that lord 

Deanport is captivated with a new face, to 

fuch a degree, that he again relaxes in his at-. 

tentions to mifs Moyfton. It muft be ad- 

mitted, indeed, that if great beauty in a wife 

could impart as lafting and folid happinefs to. 

+ a hufband as great fortune, my fon would aé& 

wifely in preferring this interloper; for the 

furpaffes mifs Moyfton as much in the al- 

lurements of face and perfon as the latter 

does her in thofe of fortune. But he has al- 

ready given proofs, which I need not men- 

tion to you, that mere beauty never could fix 

ies above a month ; whereas his attach- 

ment to money feems to increafe with his 

years: and befides, putting beauty entirely out 

of the. queftion on the one part, and fortune 

on the other, mifs’ Moyfton would be a much 

more, commodious wife for my fon than this 

new உட்ப a He former, poor creatwre, 

21: 5



wee MoRDAUNES 

BS foon ; asthe finds*herfelf entirelyibepletied 

by her hutbatid, ad mbit affuredly the s will be, 

if Deanport proves to be hét man, will dint 

realy fall to pouting,” crying, and upbraiding, Ue 

‘until, finding them of no effe@, fhe ‘will, at 

Jatt, fink into” ‘tamenefs and fubmiffion, and 

‘become a-flave for life, with the” title of 

countefs: whereas, from what I have al- 

ready feen of the other, I கதிர fiifpe@ that 

fhe is infinitely more likely to govern his’ 

lordfhip than to be governed by him. 

‘The name of the damfel in queftion is 

Clifford: the is daughter of Northumberland 

Clifford; ‘whom you muft remember. “He 

lived {omé time abroad after the death of Ris 

wife: he took this girl with him, and: Iv 

‘cha returned. about two. years ago, ‘wad 

foon after died. “He was cried up by fome 

people as a man of ftrong fenfe, and éven 

what they call genius. Twas a- little ac- 

quainted with him before his’ marriage" 5. but 

T could not bear his wife, and fo T dropped 

both. The a refides 2 at ‘prefent. with Mr. 

  

= =.
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Darnley, who i is married to her aunt. What 

does not tend to remove any prejudice I may 

have againft this mils, is her being a favou- 

“rite of that ftately prop of fale virginity, 

Jady Diana Franklin, who, of all thofe whom 

I hate, as the perfon I hate the moft. This i 

placing her ladythip at the head of a pretty 
numerous band. 

When I perceived that lord Deanport was 

» more than ufually attentive to Mits Clifford, 

I thought it requifite to inform myfelfa little of 

her temper and difpofition, and with that view 

drew her into converfation two or three times, 

at, the affemblies where I occafionally met her: 

but obferving that Mifs Moyfton could not bear 

dice me {peak to her, I faw it would not be fafe _ 

& continue fo Jong as to enable me to form 

2 judgment ef her character, though I could 

not help being ftruck with her manner, which, 

it muft be confefled, is at once eafy and dig- 

‘nified, and as cruelly contrafted with poor 

Mis Moy ton’ § vulgar and conftrained addrefs 

N a 
Peg FS 

Seria
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as the fweet countenance of the one is with 

the four afpeét of the other. AEG? sai 

Knowing that Mrs. Demure, ties rich, 

handfome widow, vifited Mrs. Darnley, Mifs 

Clifford’s aunt, and having obferved that fhe 

made greatly up to the young lady, ர்: thoughe 

I might learn fomething of her character and ’ 

difpofition from the widow: I therefore 

called on her, in the hope of obtaining the 

information I wifhed. On my mentioning” 

MiGs Clifford, the inftantly &t off'on a full” 
canter of panegyric—* Oh ! the was themoft: 

delightful, moft amiable, beit-natured young 

woman fhe had ever known,’ with many 

accomplifhments which fhe was enumerating ; 

when I ftopped her in the middle of her cap 

veer, by obferving, ‘* that 70 woman in Lon- 

don feemed to. be fo much the object’ of ad- 

miration as her friend.” She changed colour 3 

at this remark ; and, after drawing her breath 

a little longer than ufual, faid——<* Mifs Clit: 

ford, unqueftionably, is very much admired.’ : 

sae
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க Nay?” faid Lea an ‘mean’ by. the men ; 

for I know that the wotmen in eT prefer 

others.” CON ் 

eee And prays “tea Mrs. ere; << whe- 

ther ‘does your ladythip think men or women 

the belt judges >” 

PS felicr ‘women, without ibe,” anfwer- 
மர். | 

~ am » completely of yO ed ip S$ Opi- 

nion,’”” faid fhe: 

+« J mean,” refumed I, ‘ that women are 

infinitely the bef judges of every thing that 

as'truly worthy of admiration, of every qua- 

ப lity that a woman of a well-formed mind can 

be folicitous about; in fhort, of every thing 

இதல mere external beauty : of that, to be 

fore, my dear madam, the men are the beft - 

judges ; and they, with one voice, give it in 

favour of yout beloved friend, MiG Clifford.” 
© I did for know,” faid fe, with a face 

_ ;awhich™had fuddenly changed from pale to 

” ‘crinmfon, + that they were fo unanimous.”
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¥ af@ O. yest cried ae (for 1 love to > torment 

envious ‘people)—« @-yes, my. dear, quite: 
uhanimous, as to face and’ fhape.—I heard, a 

continued I," the duke of ——, and you : 

know that nobedy ftudies female beauty more 

minutely than his grace—Well, Theard him. 

declare, that nothing «had appeared. ‘equal. ix 

beauty to Mifs Clifford fince the ‘risa of the : 

Gunnings.” 

<< ‘Fhe duke,” faid fhe, Sion. es Gh 

and forcing a fmile, < is an admirer of the 

beauties of the laft age, or 6f foreign coun- 

tries. — It is fufficient for Mits Clifford to have 

lived fome years in Italy and.France to obtain 

4is admiration.” . , 

I faid. «« I, was:ignorant. that his grace ses 
a 

fo great a preference to foreigners.” 

«¢ Did you not know,?’ faid the, “ that he 
is in love with the whole French: emigration ? 

~ did you not know that thefe Freneh women 
are attem pting towive the ton. in London as __ 

much as they ever did at Paris? and: as for ்
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ae oe நாகன் ம பத 
my’ > ich geil: Clifford, fle: ag more the 

ait of an: என்றும்! than of an “Englifh wo- 

x a Soiaedds = hast ண்ண it; but the: 
affertéd that it was. moft apparent ; adding, 

. «© that the not only chad acquired the air; but 

‘Tikewite the fentiments and manners, of the 

‘French ‘ladies,. which,’’ continued fhe; « are’ 

far more free and eafy than thofe of our coun- 

trywomen, and, probably, more to the ta/fevof 

the men, whom your lady si thinks the beft 

Sy judges of beauty.”’ 

oD was pleafed to-hear an infinuation of this 

nature; becaude lord Deanport, with that 

equity-which, diftinguifhes your fex, while he 

Jallows himfelf the utmoft latitude, is wonder- 

fully tigid: in his notions refpecting the con- 

duct of women. His delicacy in that, point is 

‘carried to a height that you could hardly have 

conceived ina man who has fo very little int 

Ris behaviour towards them. 

a With all the-inclination m the world to 

believe Mrs. Demure’s infinuations juit, I con-
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fefs I have fome பத்ம. on that head: firtt; 

becaufe I know the widow to be as ட. 

as a monkey, and as envious as an old maid; 

and, in the fecond place, becaufe I recolle& a 

very judicious oliecaaion of yours, when 

Milfs 

was given as the author of. a ‘certain teport to* ‘ 

  , then in the bloom of her beauty, 

my difadvantage—* The in/inuations of one hand= 

some xoman, youAaid, ‘ again? another of fu- 

pertor beauty, are never to be believed.’ 

I will, னு make inquiries concerning 

mademoifelle Clifford, from thofe whofe tef- 

timony. is more to be depended on:than Mrs.- 

Demure’s. She is too handfome not to have 

been expofed to many attacks, and particu- 

larly to thofe of feandal ; yet, unlefs it be the» 

hints above mentioned, I have heard nothing . 

to her difadvantage. I plainly perecive that 

both the aunt and niece are alarmed ; and, I 

fear, with too much reafon.. How provoking, 

after all the trouble I have taken, if. this 

thoughtlefs young man fhould throw himéelf 

away at laft! I am much at a lofs how to
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: LETTER 314, ; டத 

From the Same to the Same. : 

ர CANNOT help obferving, my good fir, that 

your letters have ‘been ~wonderfully laconic 

of late: your Jaft was in the mercantile ftyle, 

precifely confined ‘to the needful. Tn your 

prefent confinement you muft have much 

time on your hands: pray correct in your 

next letter the fault of which I complain. 

Iam ftill uneafy on account of this Mifs 

Clifford ; it is evident that my fon becomes 

every day more attached fo her: what will 

furprize you, however, fhe feems to be in- 

différent about him. This, in all probabi- 

lity, proceeds ரப வட்ட பிக fo, mifs 

is a little out in her politics ; fhe would have 

fucceeded better ‘with lérd Deanport by af- 

fecting to’ be in love with him. This ftrata- 

gem would fail indeed with a woman fo very
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plain i in i fist appearanee “as Mifs Moyitans or 

் any other who did not, to a-certain degree, 

~ pleafe his fancy ; but I am convinced from 

‘what I havevobferved in his difpofition, that 

a woman who pleafed him, though ever fo 

little at °firft, and who would infallibly lofe 

him by apparent Gndifference, might gradu- 

ally draw him on to matrimony merely by af- 

fe&ting an irrefiftable pafiion for him. You 

could hardly have an idea how many women 

of my acquaintance have obtained very. com- 

~ fortable marriages, by making men,;who would 

iot-odiniai(c wave cver thought of them, be- 

‘lieve that ‘they fecretly languifhed for them. ° 

A large fhare of vanity, with amoderate por- 

‘tion. of good nature, difpofés.a man to fall 

into this fnare. You lords of the creation 

have in general a far greater proportion of 

“the firft than of the fecond : yet I know a 

- remarkable inftance in-which there appeared 

an equal fhare of both. A man of fortune, a 

relation of my-hufband, arrived at the age of 

- fifty without the Gmalleft inclination to marry. 

ச்
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“He had been long acquaii ted with கண்டா. 

lady, about ten “years! ‘younger than himfelf, 

with a confiderable fortune, but with a dif- 

| apreeable countenance, and:a difpofition re- 

  

‘fembling her face. “The man thought ‘no 

more of propofing marriage to Ber than. to 

the Dutch pug the always had in herlap. 

By the. failure of a houfe im the city the 

loft three-fourths of her fortune. A female 

“aequaintance of hers happened to lament this 

»misfortune to My hufband’s relation ; adding, 

as an aggravation, that, as fhe ‘had ‘now loft all 

her money, her old friends would no longer 

admit her into their loo-parties, and the poor 

woman would not know what to do with Her- 3 

felf: the concluded by affuring him that this 

unfortunate lady had long harboured a 12455 

fondnefs for him.” 

“My hufband’s relation made தும் of 

marriage to the lady, and of oe married 

her next day. 

My hufband was greatly aitonithed, and a 

little provoked, at this ftep of his relation.
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«Did you marry her for her fortune?’ 

_ faid my lord, ironically, to the hufband. 

55 Certainly not,’’ anfwered he. 

- §§ Was it for the fake of her beauty?” 

added my lord. 3 ; 

EGAN O: 34°) cannot fay it. was,”’ replied the 

other. ட ர. 

5 Did you marry her for the fake of her 

{weet temper?” ல் ் 

_ © Not in the leaft,” anfwered the other. 

_* In the devil’s name, for whofe fake did 

you marry {uch a woman?” exclaimed my lord. 

« J married her for God’s fake,’ anfwered 

- the hufband, with refignation. 

My fon, it is true, is in little danger of 

acting from the fame motive ; but he is af- 

furedly fond of aa Clifford ; and were fhe 

to fhow a partiality for him, I fhould trem- 

ble for the confequence. 

I underftand that fhe rides uncommonly -: 

well ; that, in the north, fhe ufed fometimes 

to hunt. It is furprifing that fuch excurfions 

haye not given rife. to fomeftories that 

_ would be worth communicating to my fon: 

VO Lash. டட
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perhaps fome fuch may exitt, though con- 

fined to Northumberland ; ,if fo, I am ina 

fair way of hearing of them. I have learnt 

that a certain Mr. Proétor had for many years 

the management of Clifford’s eftate, and 

lived in great intimacy with his family. The 

man, however, I am told, is rather on il 

terms with young Clifford, and of courfe 

will not be difpofed to conceal any thing he 

knows to the difadvantage of the. family. 

This man is in opulent circumftances, a wi- 

dower, about the age of fifty, and has the 

reputation of being a very prudent man. You 

will probably fufpe@ the truth of the laft 

article, when I inform you that he lately 

made a propofal of marriage to a blooming 

lafs of twenty-two. You muft remember 

Peggy Almond, the handfome girl you have 

feen with me in Yorkshire. As the has lit- 

tle or no fortune, her aunt, and other rela- 

tions, were all eager for her accepting fo ad- 
.vantageous an offer; and, the girl herfelf 

having more love for his fortune than aver- 

fion againft his perfon, the match would have.
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- taken place, had I not interfered. ந ம. 

tainly was of more ufe*to Mr. Proctor, on 

this occafion, than all his prudence ; for I 

perfuaded the girl to decline the offer; re- 

prefenting him as a morofe, vulgar old man, 

who would coop her up ina gloomy houfe 

in Northumberland, and prevent her from” 

ever feeing London, or fafhionable life, any 

more. My reafon was, that if the man had 

really been fo mad as to marry her, I fhould 

have loft her company, which I find rather 

an amufing refource when I go to the feat in 

Yorkfhire. I, underftanding that he is foon. 

to be at York, when of courfe he will vifit 

the aunt, with whom Peggy lives, I have 

written to her to draw from him all the infor- 

mation fhe can refpecting the Clifford family, 

and particularly the private hiftory of made- 

moifelle. That whe may do this with the 

more .zeal, I have given her reafon to hope 

that I may fend for her foon to the capital. 

You cannot have an idea of the power of 

this bribe on the mind of a girl deep-read in 

02
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plays and novels, who is conftrained to live in _ 

the country, and is intoxicated with admiration 

of the amufements of the town. If Mr. 

ProG@or had offered to carry her, for two or 

three months every feafon, to London, fhe 

would have accepted his hand, in {pite of all 

I could have faid or done. Indeed, it was . 

by affuring her that I would take her thither 

with me laft feafon that I prevailed on her 

to reject his fuit; which I no fooner, knew 

fhe had done, than I wrote a moft affectionate 

epiftle, in which I ftated to her an infur- 

‘mountable reafon for leaving her behind ; and 

poor Peggy was obliged to return to her 

aunt at York, difappointed of a. hufband; - 

and, what the felt as feverely, difappointed 

of a journey to London. ~ 

Though this girl is a real refource to me 

in the country, I: have not the leat need of - 

her in town, and have therefore always found 

pretexts for leaving her behind. - On the 

prefent occafion, however, 1 thought it ex- 

pedient to throw out the old lure to her; 

Pa



MOR iiNet 197 

which, whether I may find it convenient to 

verify her expedtations» or not, will render 

her happy im the mean time; for Tam con- 

- vinced fhe thinks and dreams of nothing 

but London ever fince the received my laft 

, letters: 

You fhall know, in good time, the effect 

_ of her inquiries concerning mifs Clifford. In 

the mean time I endeavour, by every means 

in my power, to keep mifs Moyfton and her 

aunt in good-humour: the latter is the moft 

troublefome of the two. She infifts on mak- 

ing me acquainted with her moft intimate 

friehds and relations, all of whom the cha- 

racterifes as the ‘beft kind of people in the 

world, and perfectly genteel ; and all of whom 

I find of the moft difgufting vulgarity. The 
-unconfcionable woman infifted on my ac- 

companying her to lady Mango’s route, to 

which I had previoufly determined not to go, 

: having already found it a fervice, not only of 

great fatigue, but alfo of fome danger. 

௦8
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LETTER XLII. 

The Countefs of DianporT to Mis ALMOND, 

YORK. 

My Dear Pecey. London. 

YY ov were witnefs to the pain I felt on our 

feparation :—the fame cruel circumftances 

which prevented me from bringing you with 

“me to town have alfo prevented my anfwer- 

ing any of the kind letters I have received 

from you fince my arrival. You cannot 

imagine how I have been worried with bu- 

finefs ; but it is now almoft over, and I am 

in fome hopes that I may ftill have it in my 

power to fend for you before the end of the 

feafon.. I hope your aunt, to whom I beg 

“you will prefent my affectionate compli- 

ments, will be “prevailed on to part with 

you. We {hall return together to York- 

_ fhire; and, after you are tired with the 

amufements of the town, I anticipate the 

rural felicity we fhall enjoy at Willow-Bank. 

oO A
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In one of your letters yoy inform ங்கு 

that it is univerfally ‘believed in Yorkthire 

that lord Deanport is immediately to be mar- 

ried to Mifs Moyfton ; and in your laft you” | 

fay that you have juft heard of his having 

fallen in love with Mifs Clifford of Northum- 

berland ; which, it was thought, would break 

the intended match. You have too much good 

fenfe, my dear, to believe all the idle ftories. 

that are circulated; and I hope: you have a 

better opinion of my fon’s underftanding, than 

to imagine that he would aét contrary to rea- 

fen and propriety. Mifs Moyfton is a virtu- 

ous young lady, worthy of the hand’ of the 

 firft nobleman of this kingdom. As for the |, 

Mifs Clifford you mention, I know little or 

nothing about her ; but I will own to you, as 

a friend, that you have excited my curiofity 

to know fomewhat of that damfel. They 

tell me fhe Hie been a good deal abroad, and 

has much the appearance of a French woman. 

I fhould like to know on what. account fhe 

went abroad fo unexpectedly, what rumours
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were excited in the country on that head, 
and how: fhe {pent herstime in Northumber- 
land after her return: J hear the ufed to hunt 
a good deal. Of thefe and other particulars 

' concerning her, you may procure me a cir- 
cumftantial account from your old friend Mr. 
Proétor, who lived on an intimate footing 
with Mifs Clifford’s father, and had the ma- 
nagement of his affairs when he was abroad. 

_ LT approved of your refufing Mr. Proéor, not- 

withftanding his fuppofed wealth ; becaufe he 
is a retired kind of man, and lives not in that 

{phere of life in which you are formed for 
fhining. Iam glad, however, to hear that 

- he fill continues the victim of your eyes ; 
becaufe he may have it in his power to be 
ufeful to you in various ways. 

I hear he is foon to be at York ; and will 

no doubt be frequently at your aunt’s during 

his ftay. You will then find opportunities 

of getting the information I want. 

. I dare fay that you will manage the bufi- 

- nef with your ufual addrefs, and without 

=
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letting it be known that I am the perfon for 

whom you make thee inquiries. You thall 

know at meeting on what account I am de- 

firous of having this information ; for which 

1 am the more impatient, becaufe the fooner 

it comes the fooner will it be in my power 

to fend for you. ட் 

I remain yours affectionately, 

Pee
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டர்கி a LETTER XLII. 

The Counte/s of Deanport to JAMES 

. GRINDILL, Ef. 

London. 

நி வறர Faro was feized with a violent indi- 

' peftion, after fupping very heartily on capon’ 

ftuffed with truffles. This terrified her to 

‘fuch a degree, that fhe has changed he night 

of her affembly from Sunday to Monday. She 

is {till very ill, but I fincerely hope fhe will re- 
cover ; for it would be very hard were fhe to 

make her e{cape before I had one other chance 

for the money fhe won from me laft week. 

Meanwhile, as none of my acquaintance 

who have card parties on Sunday are as yet 

come to town, I fhall employ this evening 

in endeavouring to amufe myfelf and you with. 

the hiftory I promifed. Lady Mango is the 

_ offspring of a ref{pectable grocer in the city, 

who, having a variety of daughters, thought
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it a prudent. {peculation to. fend the hand- 

fomeft, and moft troublefome of them, ona 

matrimonial venture to Bengal; where the 

had the good luck to hit the fancy of Mr. 

Mango, juit after he had made an immenfe 

fortune by fome very advantageous contraéts. 

He paid afiiduous court to the girl, made her 

{plendid offers, and was in hopes of bringing 

the intrigue to a happy conclufion without 

marriage; but, profiting by the experience the 

had had previous:to her leaving London, the 

rejected ali terms in which that ceremony was 

not an article. After a hard ftruggle between 

his prudence and his paffion, the latter ob- 

tained the victory, and Mr. Mango was mar- 

ried to Milfs Figgs. 

He was one of thofe men who put a great 

importance on whatever contributes, even in 

the {malleft degree, to their own eafe ; and little 

or none to what condtces, even in the greateft 

Gegree, to the eafe of others. This difpofi- 

tion is by no means very uncommon ; but 

Mr. Mango pofiefied it in rather a greater
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‘degree than ufual. In him, however, this 

did not proceed front any pofitive cruelty of 

_ temper; but merely from an indolence of 

mind, which prevented him from ever think- 

ing of any body’s fenfations but his own. In 

the Eaft Indies, where men of his fortune 

travel in palanquins, have flaves,to fan the 

flies from them while they repofe, and are 

furrounded by the moft obfequious depen-_ 

dants, this kind of indulgence of felf, and 

forgetfulnefs of others, may be carried greater 

lengths without a check’ than in England. 

Mr. Mango was obliged to his wife for in- 

ftructing him, that.another perfon in his own 

family, befides himfelf, had a will of their 

own ; and that it-would tend to his tranquil- 

lity to follow that perfon’s will inftead of his 

own. ‘This fhe accomplifhed without the al- 

fiftance of genius; and without any talent 

whatever, except obftinacy; for in all other 

refpects fhe was a weak woman. She made 

it a rule to infit, with unremitting perfever- 

ance, on every meafure fhe propofed, until it
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was adopted: and, by adhering to ae fimple 

‘ rule, all her meafures’ were fooner or later — 

adopted; for, what point will not a man give 

up, rather than hear an eternal ae on the 

fame ftring ? oe 

After Mrs. Mango had வன the great. 

object of her voyage to the Eaft Indies, her 

next was to prevail on her hufband to return — 

_ to England; where the fplendor in which fhe . 

propofed: to live was more flattering to her’ 

imagination than the luxuries at. her come 

mand where fhe was. Mr. Mango informed 

her, ** that the fituation of his affairs required 

that his family fhould remain another year in 
the Eaft Indies ;” and fhe informed him, 

** that it would be better for him and his 

family to return that very feafon to Eng- 

land.’ She. repeated “this every day, and 

every hour of the day, for a month: after 

which the whole family embarked. 

On their paflage home, the wife was ob- 

ferved to be in good {pirits, even when the 
weather was bad; whereas the hutband



ட் complained of ficknefs, iy ren the wea- 

‘ther was good: and. a* litt 

  

before they ar- 

rived at Portfmouth, he acknowledged to one 

of the paflengers, that his laft contract was 

"the moft unfortunate one he had ever made. 

aie had hardly any acquaintance in London; 

a he was not much flattered by that of his 

wife’s relations. Mr. and Mrs. Mango were, 

therefore, feldom together 3 and he appeared 

rather low-fpirited for fome time after their 

artival: yet, when fhe afked him how he 

7 liked London, he had the politenefs to an- 

{wer, ** that, on the whole, he preferred it to 

living aboard a fhip.” 

By habit, London became lefs: ட கப, 

‘to him ¢ and as he faw little of his wife, and 

had formed fome new acquaintance whofe 

fociety amufed him, he began to get the bet- 

ter of his dejeGtion, when his fpoufe opened 

~ on hima new fource of vexation, which laft- 

ed all his life. 

Mr. Mango’s Chriftian-name was Jeremiah.
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When a boy at fchool, his comrades, for fome 

whimfical reafon; witen they withed to teaze 

him, ufed to call him Sz Jeremiah. Nothing 

provoked him fo much; and he held in utter 

abhorrence the appellation ever after. ‘He 

never figned Jeremiah, but always J. Mango. 

His correfpondents were inftruéted to addrefs 

" their letters to him in the fame ‘manner. If 

_ he received one with Seremiah at full length, 

it put him out of humour the whole day. — 

Moft unfortunately for this gentleman, the 

_ hufband of one of his wife’s acquaintance was 

knighted; and his fpoufe, of courfe, inftead of 

Mrs, Lotion, was called lady Lotion. . This 

weak sa great mortification to Mrs. Mango, . 

“who confidered herfelf.as the fuperior of this - 

"acquaintance, becaufe her hufband was richer, 

and becaufe, as the aflerted, fhe was fprung 

from a more ancient and honourable family of 

grocers than the other. ப 

Mr. Mango having come home one day in 

a gayer humour than ufual to dinner,—after a
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“Mette preface, his {poufe faid. f* that his friends 

5 were furprifed that he did not apply to be 

“created a knight.” 

_ The poor man turned pale in an initant, 

and burft into a cold fweat: he well knew 

the confequence of having that dignity con- 

ferred on him would be to have the detefted 

name of Sir Jeremiah founded in his ears for - 

the reft of his life. He had often thanked his 
ftars that this idea had never entered his wife’s 

; head, and had once cautioned one of his friends 

never to mention, in her prefence, the name of 

a relation of his, who made a continual difplay 

of a foreign badge upon his breaft, and had 

Sir pronounced before his name. *The fame 

friend told me, that Mr. Mango, in the ful- 

2 nefs of his heart, on this affecting fubject, had 

exprefled himéelf, with fome variation, in the 

words of Othello : 

——-—-‘< It has pleafed heaven 
To try me with affliction, 
-To fteep me in marriage to the very lips, 

To give to captivity me and my utmoft hopes; 

VOL. II. ந 
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Yet fill £ find\ in foe plage of my foul, 

A drop of comfort.—I am not yet 

A fixed figure for the time of fcorn 

To point his flow unmoving finger at a 

might ke) ek continued he, in a lefs emphatic 

tone, ‘° though I hear frequently of wives 

teazing their hufbands to apply to be made 

knights, yet that curfed fantafy has never o¢- 

‘curred to mine; and I hope to flip quietly out 

of the world without being branded with the 

horrid appellation of Sir Jeremiah.” 

Such being Mr. Mango’s fentiments, it is 

ealy to imagine how much he muft have been 

fhocked at what his wife faid. He made no 

immediate réply, having fome faint hope that 

it was a tranfient idea which fhe might never 

‘efume. But when Mrs. Mango repeated 

what the had faid, he meekly reprefented to 

her the horror he felt at the thought of hav- 

ing the odious name of Sir Jeremiah continu- 

ally refounded in his ears; and earneftly beg- 

ged that fhe would not infift ona meafure
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which would fubje@ him to fach a mortifica- 

tion. நிரந்த ] க 

நீட this Mrs. Mango replied, « that he 

was to blame in disliking the name of Jere= 

miah ; that, though not a royal name, like 

- thofe of David, and Solomon, and Rehoboam, 

and others, yet it was & {cripture-name as 

much as any of them, and the name of a great” 

prophet ; that, although the French revolu= 

tion had decreafed the number of kings, and ! 

increafed that of prophets, yet a great prophet 

was as great a farity as a great king, and in a 

thort time, perhaps, would be a greater; that 

the appellation of Sir Jeremiah, ' therefore, 

was at leaft as refpectable as that of Sir any 

thing elfe. She alfo reprefented that every 

alderman, contractor, apothecary, phyfician, 

and broker in London, who had fcraped to- 

géther one half of his fortune, applied to’ be 

-ereated'a baronet or knight ; that the differ- 

ட... nothing to her ; and, as he had no 

children, was as little to him; -but that it was 

Pri 
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cadlipenttiy nee ary that he trol ‘beithe 

one or the other.” ~~ 

Mr. Mango was ‘too “well acquainted Gist 

the perfevering temper of his wife to have 

any hope, after this declaration, of prevailing 

on her to renounee her whim. He well knew . 

that the fame reprefentation, in more acrimo- 

“nious terms, would be made to_him at break- 

faft, dinner, and fupper, as well as in bed, 

until. the’ point. was’ carried : he therefore 

thought -it: beft to conteft the matter no 

longer ; but, making a virtue of neceflity, ap=. 

plied to a friead who had fome {mall iM- 
tereft at court, and he was foon after created 

a knicht, and was, to his forrow, denominat- 

ed Sir Jeremiah ; and his wife, to her gfeat fa- 

“tisfaction, became lady Mango. . 

“After this, the gave entertainments more 

unmercifully than ever: fhe invited all- the 

Weft as well as the Eaft Indies to her 

routs and affemblies, at which fhe glitters 

with gold and jewels, like the queen of Sheba
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at Battholomen-fair and ie ட to. gather 
fuch a crowd, that her company are as well | 

{queezed as at any afleribly or rout vik 

- the bills of mortality. I was prefent at one 

in. very hot weather, when feveral women 

fainted ; anda corpulent lady, drefied in black 

with a mafs of white plumage on her head, 

happening to-enter at the inftant; Mr. Tra- 

vers, who ftood by me, faid, <« Thank hea- 

ven! here comes a hearfe to carry off the 

dead bodies.”’ 

But poor Mr. Mango did not long furvive 

the name of Sir Jeremiah: it gave a knell to 

his heart, and a kind of hectic fuffufed his 

cheek as often as he heard it pronounced. “Ele 

dwindled and died at no diftant date after he 

received,the honour of knighthood. 

Though his fate was evident Several weeks 

before it took place, Mrs. Mango would ne- 

ver admit that he was in any danger, nor 

ever altered her own way of living. She told 

‘her. company, that he. delighted in feeing 

every body merry around him: -but, when | 

Peo
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fhe was told that her hufband was” கண்டி 

dead, the made as தமாம். a difplay of furprize 

and forrow_ as if, in the midi of perfect 

health, he hee topped down in an கக்க 

plexy. 

"Her forrow, however, became real, when 

his laf! will was examined. She knew that 

he had made one evil, by which fhe was left 

a large fum ; but the ‘did not know that he 

had afterwards made another, cancelling the 

firft, and leaving the whole of his fortune. 

among his relations; fo that fhe has nothing 

but the jointure granted. by her contract of 

= Mariage. Tar, however, . is fafficiently 

ample ‘to: enable her “to indulge Res only 

paffion, by giving frequent entertainments, iy 

all ‘oF which fhe is fure to appear as ridi~ 

culous, though not fo magnificently drefied, 

‘as. in the days of her hufband. The Moy- 

ftons affure me that Tama very great favou- 

rite of lady Mango. —I cultivate her partly as ~ 

a fubject of laughter, but chiefly because the 

is admired by the Moyftons, ” The outlines
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ம ‘LETTER XLIV, % ge 

ண ..... அட to the. உ. f d 

- Deayrorz. ee es 

Philipshal 

Nowa ould be more > deftruétive of all 

.your ladyfhip’s projects, with regard to lord 

Deanpost, than his attachment to mifs Clif- 

ford. -I faw her firft as I paffed through 

Laufanne, where fhe then refided with her 

father. She was even then univerfally” ad- 

mired, not only on. account of her beauty, 

but alfo for the acutenefé of her underftand- 

ing. 1 was afterwards informed, that a young 

Englifaman, of immenfe fortune, had fallen. 

in loye with her, propofed- marriage, and 

offered fettlements, which few peers could, 

with lefs inconvenience, have made good. 

Her refufal of this gentleman was the more | 

் furprifing, becaufe he was of a character 

which. women in general with moft to find - 

in a hufband ; handfome, liberal, and of fo
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pliant a temper, that the could not have 

failed to haye had the entire difpofal of hin, 

and his ‘fortune. What do you think was 
- the girl’ s_objection ? She difcovered, that, 

notwithftanding hts having had an univerfity- 

education, he had not the leaft tafte for read- 

ல் ing ; of courfe, was rather ignorant ; and, in 

her opinion, forfooth, greatly beneath the in- 

~ telleGual flandard which the thought indif= 

penfable ; and the viewed him with a kind of 

compaffion, bordering on contempt. The ் 

௦0 farprifing part of the ftory is, that the 

father, inftead of. combating the childith and 

romantic notions of his daughter, rather en- 

“couraged them. Thus this man of fring 

fenfe and genius loft an opportunity of mar- 

tying his daughter advantageoufly ; which a 

man of common fenfe, without a particle of 

genius, would have feized. 

x This very fingular prejudice of the girl in 

favour of pedants, T prefume, did not laft 

3 long ; for in France-and Italy the was diftin- 

" guithed for the graces and accomplifhments
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peculiar to her fox;  feemed to know பலவு] 

value of even her external charms, and to have 

‘the fame taffe with other beauties, for admi- 

ration on their account. 

| There. can: tbe no doubt of es fe fe. 

verely repented the egregious folly of her - 

condué at Laufanne, which indeéd nothing * 

but youth and inexperience could render at 

all excufable. The more fenfibly the feels 

for her error, the more anxious will the be 

to repair it, when a fimilar opportunity oc- 

curs. , 

As for her airs of indifference refpecting ' 

lord Deanport, they proceed, Iam convinced, 

from’ coquetry, and are intended to fan his 

flame up to the marrying point ; for, though 

naturally of a lively temper, yet I underftand 

that fhe is ae a very different ச்சை from 

her brother, who is one of the moft rath, 

headftrong young fellows alive, everlaftingly 

in one fcrape or another. | 

But, though the may ட் the cha- 

racter of being far more circumf{pect than
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him, it is by no means improbable that, 

during her refidence abroad, or fince her re- 

“turn, fhe may have been fufficiently un- 

guarded in her conduct to leave room for 

- conftruétions which would have a ftrong ef- 

feet on the fufpicious mind of lord*Deanport : 

but this. mutt: be managed with great de- 

Jicacy ; 3 any’ ‘attempt to prejudice him againft 

அவக without: being fuccefsful, would rivet 

him more to her than ever. Nobody knows, 

better than your ladythip, how eafy it is for 

a woman to convince her lover of her inno- 

cence, and to turn his rage againft her ac- 

~-cufers. “Whatever accounts you may re- 

ceive from mifs Almond, therefore, I dare 

fay you will be cautious: refpecting the man- 

ner and terms in which they are communi- 

cated to your fon. ees 

Your ladyfhip may think the idea ட்ட 

fical ; but I cannot help being of opinion, that 

_your fon might be cured of his partiality for 

this lady by infinuations of a different na- 

ture. You muft have obferved, that he ne~
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; diftinguithed. 055... 

can be’ more fond © pfithe 

  

AG reputation a wit, of 

_ more ready to difplay ‘every மலடி Of ‘that ் 

= kind that. occurs to his imagination, yet, he 

hates. the dame difpofition in. thofe who are ‘ 

more. fuccefefiul than himfelf. He can. bear ட் 

no rival near the throne: he fhuns ‘all -com- 

panies in which he is not confidered as. fu- | 

preme, not only in rank, but repartee. He ; 

finds little difficulty with refped to the fai: 

but, when he adheres rigoroufly to the lait 

article; his fociety is confined te admiring 

dependa nts, lifteners, and others, whom your 

ladythip ufed to- expres uneafinefs at {eeing 

him conneéted with. ~ This prejudice againit 

“the fociety of men of talents or genius he 

has in a fill ftronger degree againft women 

of the fame defcription. He cannot bear the 

company of a female who has the leaft pre~ 

tenfion of that kind: and I am. very much 

miftaken, if all the paffion he feels for மம்ம 

Clifford could maintain its ground again me 

   



   | ee. ee 
ம் ‘i ke he has to women of diftin guithed wit 

- ane underftanding, which he cannot always 

ஹட், even to his neareft relations. Iam 

not abfoltttely convinced that yeu yourfelf ப 

are, on all occafions, an exception. 

iain ay humble opinion, therefore, you 

- have a better chance of breaking his connec= 

tion with mifs Clifford by reprefenting her 

to him asa woman of fpirit, highly accom-_ 

plithed and intelligent, than by infinuations: 

to the prejudice ௦ம் ther character in any re- 

{pee ; befides, her whole Sonne and con- 

verfation will tend to confirm your reprefen- 

tations ref{pecting the firft, and to deftroy the 

credit of the fecond. 

IT underftand, indeed, that though mifé 

Clifford really pofieffes a good deal cf wit, 

the is not fo apt to exhibit it in mixed com- 

pany as moft people of wit are: it may be 

meceflary, therefore, to engage fome of your 

ரல acgudintance to provoke her, in the 

prefence of his lordfhip, by an attack on
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fome of her abfent friends ; ahi will bade 

throw her off her | guard, and the will de- 

fend them with a {pirit which will thow her 

in her true colours : or, if you thould not 

have an opportunity for this, it would an- 

fwer the fame purpofe td invent a few 

bon-mots (an eafy tafk for your ladythip), 

and have them repeated to your fon as the- 

happy effufions of mifs Clifford’s wit. : 

I have heard of the Mr. Proctor you men- 

tion: he is a weak man. He rejected very 

tempting offers for his intereft at an election, 

though he had no other connection with the 

candidate he fapported than his having been 

the friend of Clifford, the father: this feems 

next to idiotifm; for Mr: Clifford was, at 

that time, dead. 

However his love to mifs கற்பு and — 

hatred to young Clifford, “may prompt him 

to difclofe circumftances, refpecting his fifter, 

which may promote your ladyfhip’s {cheme, 

I muft repeat, that you cannot be too cau-
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tious | Of avoiding any infinuations gaint the 

young lady, whofe falfehood is likely to ட 

_ difcovered to your fon. ; 

I am extremely concerned: that I cannot: 

' leave this place at prefent. Befides his bo- 

dily difeafe, my poor coufin is*in fo very 

weak a {tate of mind, that he could be fwayed 

to any thing by thofe around him; and I 

ean truft none of them. I do not believe 

that»any deed he could execute, in his pre=_ 

gent ftate, would. be valid in law Ze but I am 

not certain that it would not; and ftill lefs 

what he might be induced to do if I were 
abfent : I am refolved, therefore, not to quit 

my poft till all is over. There is no know- : 

- ing how long he may linger, for the doctors 

cannot perfuade hiin to take any of their pre-_ 

1011001015, - 

I hope lord Deanport is fully fenfible of 

the obligations he lies under to your ladythip 

for the great attention you have always paid 

to his intereft, and that he will நண his 

erffitude in the moft fubftantial manner as 

foon as his marriage with mifs Moyfton is
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“ 000 01பப்சம் ) but ம் do believe hat, or fome 

other event OF the fame “nature, muft pre- 

vioufly take place. He may, I imagine, ன் ‘be 

- prevailed on to: part with what he feels fu-. 

perfuous ; but I queftion greatly whether 

any fenfe of obligation will make him yield 

‘to another what he thinks in the fmalleft 

degree neceflary to himfelf. 

J admire the portrait prodigioufly that your 

ladyfhip was fo obliging as to fend me, ‘efpe- 

cially the colouring, which, in my opinion, 

is exquifite. It is long fince I knew that 

you were a very ingenious artift, but I was 

unacquainted with your chief excellence be+ 

- fore. There is one other ufe, however, 

which you might make of lady Mango and 

her Eaft-India friends, befides that of turning 

thera into ridicule : they generally play deep, 

and fome of them very inattentively. I dare 

. {wear your ladyfhip would win from moft of © 

‘them, in whatever feat you were placed. | 

I remain og ladythip’s mof obedient 

~ And faithful fervant, அதி 

7. GRINDILE-
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ன்ட் Deanrorr. to Jans கோட, Ely 

a கவத 1 i oe onsen’ 

LE wilt not be fo ல்க as to வர்க டி. 

validity of your reafons for remaining fixed 

to. your poft. I fhould never forgive myfelf, — 

if, in confequence of your yielding to my 

folicitation, your coufin were influenced by 

thofe around him to make fettlements pre- 

judicial to your intereft. Whit I regret 

your abfence, therefore, I cannot help ae 

proving of your perfeverance. : 

You fhall have the fketch you defire, oe ன் 

the widow Demure :—though ‘fhe tries to 

conceal fome of her ftrongeft features, 1 

_ think I have caught them all. 

I beg you to take notice of my goodnefs, 

in complying with your requeit, at the very 

inftant when you refufe mine. - 

Mrs. Demure’s father had a larze eftate;in .. 
த்
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one ee out. Wefi-India ராம் mother 

‘was’ a native of that fountry.. When they: 

quitted it, to ‘eftablith themfelves in Eng. 

‘Vand, their family confifted: of two fons and a_ 

daughter 3 fo that, although’ the father was 

rich, “this daughter fad but a moderate 074 

tion. இ oe pho =. 

- The’ ட்ட டட of Mary, Ann, Eli~ 

. zabeth, &e. which it was anciently the cuf- 

tom in this ifland for parents to beftow upon 

_ their ‘daughters, began, fome years ago, to 

be changed for Maria, Anna, Eliza. Thofe, 

with other royal, imperial, and poetical 

names, came afterwards fo much in fafhion, 

that Carolinas, Charlottas, Auguftas, Julias, 

ahd Sophias, are now. to be found in eyery 

alley of London ; and particularly, as I have 

been told, in the environs of Covent-garden 

and Drury-lane. This being the cafe, it was 

not furprifing that the mode was tranfported 

iQ our Weft-India iflands. 

The name of Mrs. Demure’s father was 

Black ; 3; and the Chriftian name at her grand- 

~ 22
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mother, from whom he looked for a ன 

Grizzel. The old lidy expected that the 

child fhould be named after her ; and both 

the parents agreed that it would be dangerous. த 

to difoblige. her: they told her, however, 

that they wifhed to add two other very de+ 

- Jightfal names; and the old lady had the 
complaifance to fay—-“* That fhe had no ob- 

jection to their giving their daughter as many 

names as they pleafed, provided hers was one 

of them.”’. They had already prepared the 

two itames which they thought beft calcu- 

lated to correct the vilifying impreflion of 

Grizzel. Mrs. Demure’s maiden-name, there~ 

fore, was Angelina Celeftina Grizzel Black. 

She was only nine years old when the came 

to England. At twelve or thirteen, when 

Englith females are generally confidered as. 

children, Angelina Celeftina had much the 

appearance of a woman. She was already 

: beautiful. The advance of time promifed 

perfection to the rifing beauties ‘of her per- 

fon, and opened freth charms in her counte-
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ட் hance. The effect of time, on the charms 

of the mother, was direétly the reverfe.— 

She did not perceive this in her looking- 

elafs; but fhe became fenfible of it in a 

manner ftill more mortifying, by an evident 

diminution in the attentions of the men, 

which began to turn from herfelf to her 

daughter ; and the beauties of the one feemed 

“to bloom in proportion as thofe of the other 

withered. The mother, at laft, confidered 

her daughter in the light of a thief, who 

tole from her thofe goods on which fhe put 

the higheft value; and fhe felt an averfion 

from her accordingly. : 

_- With all the ftrefs which fome people put 

on what they call natural affection, this does 

-not feem to me at all extraordinary; for 

what is more natural than to hate thofe 

whom we fee enjoying what we have loft. I 

have heard the mother condemned, on that 

_ account, by men who had an abhorrence to 

the fight of their own neareft relations, for 

Q3
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no other reafon than’ secaufe 3 heirs 

to their eftates: “as matt it were not more pro= - 

voking: to fee another enjoying what. you” 

shave been deprived of, during your life, than — 

merely to know that he is to poffefs it after 

your death. And I fhall leave it to any 

beautiful woman to judge; whether it would — 

not both mortify and provoke her more, 

to fee her beauty, than to fee her eftate, 

trarisferred to another. . Yet men are aito- 

nifhed that Mrs. Demure’s mother [விக் 

shave a prejudice againit her own daughter ! 

Tt muft be confefied, Mr. Grindill, that of all 

the inconfiftent animals on earth, men are 

the moft fo: Your whole fex isa compofi- 

tion of vanity, caprice, and contradi@tion. of 

will not deny, however, that there are ex- 

ceptions. an 
_ But to return’ to ne bitory of பட Ant 
gelina Celeftina Grizzel Black. - : 

Her father was an extravagant, thought- 

186 man, but extremely indulgent to his
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ட் கப்ப றிந்த ரட்சை ஷிப் never. loyed, her. 

~ hufband, and now diffiked him ;more. than. 

_ ever, on account of that indulgence :. the be~ 

- came daily more peevith and morofe to her. 

் hufband, and treated her daughter with aug- 

menting feverity. - Young Angelina’s difpo- 

. fition did not improve by the example of that 

mutual deteftation which exifted between her 

“father and mother. She coaxed and laughed 

at the one, dreaded and hated the other, and 
tried to deceive both. The extravagance of 

the fons ruined the father’s .affairs, and 

brought him to his grave. Narrow circum. 

ftances increafed the malignant tempers. of 

the mother and daughter, who now lived in 

a ftate of moft acrimonious difcord with each 

other. The former was fometimes overheard 

pouring reproaches of a fingular naturé upon 

her daughter. Some people imputed thefe 

‘entirely to ae intemperance of the woman ; 

but it is not likely that a mother would ac- 

2016 ௨ daughter without foundation, The 

Q 4
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young lady, nd doubt, கண் சட tariours 
which: thofe ’ accufations gave rife to, for the 

became at once wonderfully circumfpett, ee 
pocritical, and prudith, யு 

_ Having {een the diftrefs which the ruinous 

ftate of her father’s affairs had thrown his fa- 

mily into, fhe grew fo fond of money (a 

difpofition fhe had never before manifefted), 

that, in her opinion, life was not worth hold- 

ing without-a great deal of it. To fecure fo 

_effential an article, therefore, and to be re- - 

lieved from the vexations of her mother, fhe 

accepted the hand of Mr, Demure, a man 

extremely rich, and extremely infirm, of the - 

fame character and the fame age with her fae 

ther, and of an appearance more difagree- 

able than men ufually are at any age. 116 

‘was generally confined one half of the year 

with the gout. She difplayed a great deal of 

care and ‘fympathy about this poor man, 

nurfed him in his confinement, warmed his 

flannels, {moothed his pillow; and made him
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believe, at laft, that fhe really had fome-af- 

‘fetion for him.—What is fo extravagant and 

inconfiftent, that handfome women, aflitted 

| by men’s vanity and felf-love, cannot make _ 

‘them believe ? 

Some of thofe who were witnefles to her 

Heehaviout were fo impofed on by the tender 

and fympathifing manner in which fhe per- 

formed thofe difgufting offices, that they 

adopted the opinion of her hufband: as if 

it were not infinitely more likely, that a 

young woman fhould act the part of a hypo- 

crite, which is fo natural, and which the 

prejudices of men has rendered fo neceffary to 

young women, than that the fhould have an 

_ affection for an infirm man. 

- Befides, Mrs. Demure, from particular 

circumftances, had been even more habitu- 

ated to diffimulation than young women ufu- 

ally are. She had been under the neceflity 

of concealing her feelings from an earlier 

date than common, She had ferved a
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long appreoticetig 8 பம்: and fala 

MOP. ye [se பை Beeches 

After. the ae ie oe ial sake oe rages 

ing fuch a man as Mr. Demure, it was in- . 

cumbent on her to overcome her difgutt, ‘ 

howeyer ftrong it might be, and feem to 

love him; it, was equally incumbent on her 

to perfevere till his death: had fhe relaxed i in 

her carefles, he might have ferved her as Sir 

Jeremiah Mango did his lady, 

‘Still, fome people were aftonifhed. that — 

even thofe confiderations could prevail On a” 

woman, fo formed for pleafure,: to fubmit to 

‘fo long a deprivation ; for the man held out 

a-full half year after her marriage ; “which, 

no doubt, was a longer period than fhe had 

calculated on. a 

But this difficulty is gee by {up- 

pofing that fhe fubmitted to no fuch thing ; 

whichis my fixed opinion, =. 

On the death of her hufband, Mas. De- 

’ mure had tgo much fagacity to oyer-act the 

(நதி
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part of the forrowful widow in the ridiculous 
A ‘manner Jady Mango: had done. She knew 

very well that every perfon of common — 

் ‘fenfe was perfuaded that fhe internally re- 

joiced at the event; the therefore exhibited 

no greater figns of affliction than decency re- 

- quired. ‘Tt is true that fhe continued her 

weeds longer than was abfolutely néceffary ; 

but that was becaufe fhe had been told that 

Mr. Mordaunt. had faid the never had looked 

fo beautiful ‘and interefting as in them. 

Her’ partiality for him was difcoyered, or 

ftrongly fifpected: though fhe had de- 

ceived her hufband, the could not conceal it 

from her fharp-fighted rivals. She hoped, 

however, to overcome his well-known aver- 

fion tomarriage ; but he gave no hint of any 

change of fentiment in that article. She 

- tried what coldnefs would do; and affected a 

referve, of whichtfie had never before made 

him fenfible : he bore this with equanimity, 

-and turned his attentions to other women :-— 

_this fhe could not endure; and therefore
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drew him back, by a difplay of all her fors 

mer partiality. About this jun@ture, as Tam 

fully perfuaded, he was indulged in the ftrong= 

eft poflible proofs of her kindnefs. At no very 

diftant period after this, however, a complete 

rupture feems to have taken place between 

them. Some imputed this to Mordaunt’s 

ufual inconftancy ; others thought it was, in 

a great meafure, owing to an occurrence 

which made fome noife at that time. 

Mrs. Demure had a negro-maid, of the 

name of Phillis, who, from her childhood, 

had been attached to her perfon, and had al- 

ways given every proof of affection to her 

miftrefs. ‘The girl once forgot to execute 

fome order which her miftrefs had iffued: 

the neglect is of no importance; but it 

was difcovered when the lady happened to be 

in a very ill humour. She threatened to have 

the girl punithed with ன் the’ feverity.that 

is ufed in the Weft-India iflands. The girl 

hinted, that the law of England ftood in the 

way of fach an outrage. Mrs, Demure be-
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க ‘came inftantly fenfible, that what the girl 
ட் infiriuated was true: She faid nothing more 

‘on the fubje&; and appeared to have for- 
gotten the affair, and to be reconciled to her 

ம்ம் ட eo 

|. About. two months after, however, Phil- 
‘lis was decoyed on-board a thip juft ready to 
fail for the Weft Indies, with directions that 

fhe thould be delivered to the manager of her 
-brother’s eftate, who was inftruéted to turn 

her among the field-negroes. 
" ~ So far from being fenfible that the Ahad be- 

- haved cruelly, Mrs. Demure boafted of this, 

as an ingenious and proper manner of punith- 

| ing the faucinefs of a flave. 

: People’s opinions were divided on the fub- 

- ject. The Weft-India merchants, and thofe 
~ concerned in the flave-trade, who certainly 

ought to be the beft judges, thought that 

' Mrs. Demure. ferved Phillis.right: others 

"were of a different way of thinking. Every 
2 body allows that Phillis is a fweet-tempered, 

: | obliging girl ; but, after all, the was a flave ;
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and if லத் are. ‘treated with what they ctl 

humanity, how are we ‘to have fugar? © 

People ought to allow themfelves to ரவி 

ferioufly on confequences படக் they decide _ “20 

in matters of this kind. 

--[ have been affured, Hee thes: Mr.” 

= a ae 

-Mordaunt was fhocked when he heard of this” 

tranfaction; for, though he is by no means 2’. 

weak man in other refpects, he is exceeding— 

ly compaffionate, and rather romantic in his’ 

ideas». Whether this was the chief caufe of : 

his breach with Mrs, Demure eannot be ates 

coined but what SVE. fome weight - $௦ 

that notion is, that he wrote t0 a friend in 

the Weft Indies to purchafe, Phillis as foon as 

poflible, and fend her back to England by the 

frit opportunity ; which was done dccord- 

ingly. The girl is now free and happy, in . 

the family of Mr. Mordaunt’s friend, colonel 

Sommers. 

When . oe came to Oe Ae 

| ledge of this, it redoubled the wrath fhe had 

already conceived againft Mr. Mordaunt. Her
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caution and. diffimalation are ‘apt to for=" 

tikes னை ர பைன் his name; the 

ர்க allufion to their. ever having been friends’ 

- difturbs her!” ‘I fometimes touch on the ten- 

der part on purpote; and fhe winces immedi- 

ately. © At my inftigation, lady Blunt ‘has 

Pe preffed upon it more ‘roughly, which never 

fails to fet her a fretting, to the fatisfaction 

~ of all who know her. This tends to confirm 
all that is whifpered ; but, as I am folicitous- 

+6 have fuch confirmation of this as would 

fatisfy others, I have frequently erideavoured 

todiaw it from Mordaunt. I never expected 

~ that I could bring him toa direct avowal; 

but I had fome hopes that he would deny it, 

as is ufual enough with certain fine gentle- 

men, in ftich manner as. would leaye no 

doubt of its truth. In this, however, I was 

difappointed. I tried to tempt him by ine 

forming him of a ftrong.inftance of Mrs: 

Demure’s malice againtt himfelf, ~ Even this $ 

“had no effet; and, if I had nothing to form 

a judgment from but the words and beha-



240 MOR DAUN ம. 

viour of Mr. Mordaunt, I fhould be bait 

the neceflity of concluding ‘hat: my a 
cions are-groundlefs. - bas 

I underftand that it is a panos ‘of his, 

that no inftance of rage or malice on the part 

of a woman can juftify a man for betraying 
the confidence the once placed in him. FI 

believe Mrs. Demure knows this, which 

emboldens her to ufe the freedom fhe does 

with his character. ; 

I will now acquaint. you with the ee 

cular reafon I have for hating this woman. 

After fhe had loft all hope of fubduing Mor- 

daunt’s averfion to marriage, fhe turned her 

eyes on Lord Deanport. I was a little fur- 

prifed at the very obfequious manner in 

which, of a fudden, fhe paid her court to me, 

till I difcovered that my fon was as obfequi- 

oufly paying his court to her: the one ex- 

plained the other. I was ferioufly alarmed, 

though this occurred before I thought of 

Mifs Moyfton. I knew Mrs. Demure to be 

a moft deceitful, intriguing, ambitious, and
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pees woman, a character which, above 

all others, I abhor. Y was. convinced that, 

from the moment fhe fhould become his wife, 

I fhould have no influence over him; that 

he would be loft to me as much as if he were 

in his grave. Befides, what renders the idea 

இ of fuch a marriage prepofterous, independent 

of every other cizcumftance, is her being fo 

-much older than my fon; though the had 

_ the impudence to affert that they were nearly 

of the fame age: as if it were poffible that 

-any body could believe that I am as much 

older than her as I muft admit myfelf to be 

older than lord Deanport. You cannot be 

_ farprifed that I determined to break his con- 

nection with a woman capable of fuch a grofs 

‘calumny. : 

I do not affert that his என்க for Mrs. 

Demure was as violent as that which he felt 

for Mifs Clifford ; but {till I found that I had 

undertaken a difficult tafk. It is eafier to pre- 

judice men againft plain-looking women, of 

the very beft character, than to alienate them. 

YOL. II. R
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Sons beautiful women whofe -charatters are 

equivocal, or even. potitively. bad. The ftory | 

of the negro girl, which had frozen. the paf- | 

 fion. of Mr. Mordaunt, had little or no effect : 

on lord Deanport.. as 

“After various attempts to. எல் Hie 

from the fnares of Mrs. Demure, I at laft hit 

on a device which fueceeded.. oe 

Tt was not Mrs. Demure’s லவன். 5 nor 

‘an thing refpecting her mind, that bewitch- 

ed my fon: though it would have been eafy, 

it would have been fuperfluous, to have at- 

tacked her moral.qualities. _ Her beauty, and 

the high idea he had of her perfonal charms, 

were the only fpells by which fhe bound him 

to her. My aim, therefore, was to weaken 

_or. diffolve thefe 3 for which -purpofe I ட it 

diftantly infinuated to my fon, that, in f{pite 

of her apparent health; fhe was tainted with 

a certain hereditary diftemper, for which I 

‘knew he had the greateit horror. I adopted 

this expedient with the lefs {cruple, becaufe, 

for any thing I know to the contrary, the in-
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fiiiation ஷ் be true :—be that as. it may; 

it ‘entirely cured my fon of his love: bt bias 

* From ‘this fketch you will form a pretty ) 

juft idea of my fweet friend Mrs. Demure: 

You niay obférye thé influence of a little 

flattery ; the praife you beitowed on amy por= 

trait of lady Mango tempted me to this laft 

tafk, though I really have more important — 

bufinefS on my hands. 

I expeé& to hear from Mifs டர் every 

hour. In the expectation of fecing you foon 

in London, in confequence of the Welths 

man’s fetting out on a longer journey; 

IT remain yours, &c. 

E, DEANPORT: 

RG
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LETTER LVI. oe 

Map to se Counrass of RAE 

York. 

As the favour and protettion with which 

your ladyfhip honours me form the chief hap- 

pinefs of my life, the freth proof of your 

confidence, which appears in your lait letter, 

affords me heart-felt pleafure. 

Your lady{hip does me no more than ju 

tice in thinking that F would not readily be~ 

eve your fon would aé& with fo much im- 

propriety as to forfake a young lady of fuch 

fhining virtues as mifé Moyfton poffeffes, for 

one who has, perhaps, little elfe but ர் 

‘charms 1௦ 0௦௨1 ௦1. ee 

It would be aftonifhing, indeed, if a ட்ட 

man, fo accomplifhed, and, permit me to fay» 

though I know you hate flattery, but this is. 

not flattery, one who owes. his beft accom- 

plithments to the beft of mothers—I fay it
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would be aftonifhing if he fhould a& unlike a 

fon of quality in the important point of 

marriage. He ought to remember that he has 

to fupport the dignity of his anceftors; for 

he is not like the new-made lords, who, they 

fay, have hardly any anceftors at all: whereas 

every body knows that few men in England, 

or even Wales, have more anceftors than his 

" Jordthip. ப 
_ My lord Deanport has made the tour of 

Europe, and feen a great deal of the world ; 

but, by making only the tour of Yorkthire, 

he might have learned to make a good bar- 

gain, and have difcovered that nothing fup- 

ports the dignity of an ancient family fo much 

as money.—I once faw mifs Moyfton at the 

-play-houfegin York, when Othello was acted. 

To be fare that young lady’ s countenance 

cannot be called exceedingly beautiful ; but I 

hope his lordthip will view her vifage in her 

vatt fortune, juft as Defdemona fays fhe view- 

ed the black vifage of her lover in his mind. 

I have delivered your ladyfhip’s affeQionate 

R 3 
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compliments to ‘my aunt, who defires. me to” 

return the fame to you ; and I am fure the 

underftands politenefs too well to 'refufe your — 

requeit, that I fhould wait on you this feafon 

in London, where I can enjoy ds much rural 

_ felicity as in the country ; fo that your lady- 

thip will not need to leave it for Willow-Bank 

fooner than is quite convenient. Indeed, J 

! muft confefs ‘that my aunt could ‘part with _ 

me now more cafily than at any other time, 

becaufe the’ has juft began a very long ro- 

mance, and likewife expedts a vifit from her 

fifter-in-law, who will flay with her at leaft 

three weeks ; and, over and above, fhe has 

jufi “received a prefent, which never fails to 

comfort her when fhe is nervous or in low 

Spirits. ioe 
As. for Mr. Proctor, whofe propofals your 

ladyfhip took fo much pains to prevail on me 

to refufe, on account of his age and being 

rnorofe, and living in Northumberland, 1 owa 

I have faffered a good. eat of: ill-humour 

from my relations on that account. They
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“are: ‘continually telling | me of wotlk women 

like myfelf, who, notwithRanding their being 

married to men older than Mr. Proétor, are 

the mothers of feveral children; that, fo far 

from being ‘morofe, he is a cheerful, good- 

natured man, with whom I could do what FE 

_ pleafed, and might | eafily perfuade ‘to live 

a good part of the year in London. I am 

determined, however, never to repent having 

- followed your ladyfhip’s counfel, though he 

fhould never renew the fame propofal, which 

furprifes me a little that he never has; but I 

am fully convinced that your ladythip will 

never allow me to bea lofer by having fol 

lowed your advice, | 

My aunt informed me yefterday that the un- 

derftood that Mr. Proctor’s journey teYork was 

delayed : and therefore I thall not have an op- 

portunity of fpeaking to him on the fabjeat your 

: ladythip mentions: but, that I may {how my 

obedience to your commands, and do all in 

my power to procure you the information 

you require, I wrote to him diredtly, and 

R 4
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have no doubt Se his. t anveing ரை Teter 

fpeedily. ட் டட அது. ம. ieee : 

_ « Had it not teens to டர your ipa; 1 3 

fhould have. ferupled to have written to any 

man that is not a near ‘relation, and far tefs to 

him, particularly as he has never repeated his. 

propofal, which feveral of my relations think, © 

in politenefs, he ought to do; becaufe a lover 

that takes the ‘firft refufal, they fay, is 

lover at all. But as for that, he may do as Ay 

pleafes; for Lam quite certain, as I faid be- 

fore, that your ladyfhip is too generous toe 

_ allow me to be a lofer by following your ad- 

vice, being all from one who is, and ever 

will be, ae os 

| Your addi 

Moit “faithful, moft obedient, and — 

௦1 6 bliged, humble fervant, 

Markcaret ALMOND. —
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ee LETTER XLVII. 

Mis Avmonp to DanteL Proctor, Ej. . 

Six, ; York. 

Me aunt defires’ me to return you thanks 

_ for the potted fhrimps you were fo good as 

_ to fend, as well as for the fix bottles of 

cherry-brandy that came by the fame coach. 

I am obliged to you for the favourable 

opinion you ftill retain of me, as exprefied in 

your letter to my aunt. I can affure you 

that my declining your propofal did not pro- 

ceed from any objection to your perfon, or 

even to your age ; for, I muft confefs, | ne- 

ver was an approver of thofe giddy women 

who have a tafte for hufbands that are too 

- young. ae 

' My hefitation refpetting your propofal of 

» marriage arofe entirely from a kind of deli- 

acy, which, as I am fometimes nervous, 

produces a dread of matrimony, that I can~
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: ணணிவட் fend 

thip you fill: ஹும் fore me, I dare fay. it 
will afford you pleafure to know: that. I have 

lefs of this nervous complaint fince 1: took 

Rteel-pills, by the advice'of young Dr. Iron~ 

fides, who has great fkill in wonten’s cares 

‘not, all at once, overcom 

  

plaints: he is the fon of your acquaintance, | 

6 வம் ல்லா, ௫௦ 12 15% off practice. புட. - 

to prove to you that you poffefs a ereat deal 

of my confidence and efteem, I will-inform 

you, that a perfon of high rank in the State 

has applied to me for as many circumftances 

as I can colle& re{pe@ting the family of the 

late Mr. Clittord of. Northumberland, again{t 

fome of whom, particularly the daughter, 

it is eafy’to perceive that my friend has re- 

ccived unfavourable impreffions. As you 

were long acquainted with that whole family, 

and, I have heard, have been ungratefully ufed 

by them, I thought you the propereft perfon 

1 could apply to. for fuch an account of 

her as. will be agreeable to my friend, whom 

I have it much at heart ta oblige. 

iy a
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Mig ர்க் is faid to ave fomething. the 

"appearance and air of ன் French woman; but 

that may be her misfortune more than her : 

fault ; for, no doubt, the would rather look 

like an Englith woman, if the could; though, - 

it muft be owned, the French drefs the 

neateit.. °° * fe ட ் 

It is alfo faid, that in Northumberland the 
-ufed to go a-hunting with men, and that 

her father carried her abroad very fuddenly, 

which oceafioned various rumours through 

the country. I hope you will be able, foon, 

to fend a fatisfaGtory anfwer, as to the above 

particulars, to, 7 

Sir; 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

M. Atmonp. 

P.S. We hear you intend to live, for the 

future, one half of the year, at leaft, in Lon- 

don ; which gives great pleafure to my aunt, 

and many of your friends at York, becaufe 

they will have the pleafure of feeing you as
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LATTER XLVI s 

Me, Procror to ‘My ALMOND. 

Des AR Mus Atmonp. onic: 

I AM glad that ihe, வடு and brandy ar- 

rived fafe. T he laft time I had the pleafure 

of dining with you, I remember your having — 

praifed a difh of the former, which made. 

me order fome to be potted for you. And,. 

as your worthy aunt complained of a pain in 

her ftomach, which obliged her to take-a gla{s 

of cherry- brandy before fhe could venture to 

tafte the port after dinner, I prefumed to fend 

a few bottles for her particularufe. This ex- 

plains the reafon of my choofing thefe two ar- 

ticles, which otherwife might feem unfuitable 

prefents to ladies. 

As to the requefts eaneree in your letter, 

now lying on the defk before me, I affure you 

that you cannot be more earneft to oblige any 

perfon, however high in point of rank, or of
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whatever importance in ihe State, Bia I cai ப 

to fulfil your defire ;* for which reafon, that 

ட ர் fulfil” it in, ‘the circumftantial manner 

you require, 1 thal poftpone all other bué- 

nefs until I ‘hall be. finithed this letter, 

~ which I forefee will be pretty long. I be- 

gin this tafk the more willingly, becaufe it | 

will ‘remove the prejudices of your டட 

{pondent againft a worthy. family ; and few 

can be more worthy than, that of my late 

honoured friend Mr. Clifford, with the ex- 

ceptions however that thall he hereafter ex- 

cepted. » | | 

To avoid ம without farther preface, 

for brevity’s fake, I muft acquaint you that 

Mr. Clifford was a gentleman of a ref{peétable 

family and good eftate in Northumberland. 

Soon after he returned from his travels he 

married lady Horatia: Fitzherbert, a young 

woman of quality, with a very moderate 

fortune ; but. were [I to enumerate all the 

good: qualities of this admirable lady, my let= 
ter would extend to a very great length indeed -
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   and: ட. for brevity’ ம். fake, as ரு 
ட old friend of mine uted to fay, and I fad before, 

cu I thall only. affure you that the was. univerfally 

edged to be the moft accomplithed ட் 
Northuinberland, which is the 

: ட. county in England except. Yorkshire. eo 

   
   

- For the fpace of fen years after. their mar- 

ட் Tage, Mr. Clifford and lady Horatia {pent a 

few months every year in London, and the 

~ reft in the country. mit the end of that pe- 

riod, their family confifted of a fon of nine 

years of age, and a daughter of fix, for whofe | 

education Mr. Clifford and his lady refolved 

: to. ive: entirely at London; a refolution 

: which eccafioned much forrow in the neigh- 

் bourhood they quitted. I was then entrufted 

-. with the management of Mr. Clifford’s affairs, 

and had always opportunities of fecing him 

when ர் went to London ; which was as {el- 

dom as I could, becaufeI greatly prefer Mor- 

peth; not from any foolith partiality to my 

native city, or becaufe there are not agree- 

able fociety to be met with in London, but
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my dear young lady, க hee is. no tule 

without an ‘exception. "But it muft be ac= 

-knowledged, that, for a: confiderable time 

_. after the death of his lady, Mr. Clifford en=: 

; tirely left off hunting, and fpent ‘moft of his 

  

time in his library ; and his chief pleafure’ 
was to obferve the improvement of his daugh- 

1619 underftanding, who, young as fhe then 

was, {pent feveral hours every day in reading 

_ to her father, and in converfing with him on 

what fhe had read: by which means fhe ac- 

quired a tafte for fome parts of literature that 

are féldom cultivated by women. Now, it 

ip generally faid, that this renders women pe- 

dantic and difputatious in company : but 

here again I muft repeat, that there is no rule 

without an exception ; for Mifs Horatia Clif- 

ford is extremely modeft and unprefuming in 

company, which is what cannot be faid of 

fome very ignorant ladies of my acquaintance. 

Among other accompli! hments, mifs Clif- 

ford was at great pains to acquire that of play- 

ing on the harp, an inftrument of which her 

VOL. II. ட
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father was exceedingly fond, and whiéh ie 
accompanied with het voice, which was won-_ 
derfally fweet. She generally chofe. plaintive 

"and mournful airs. tn this; I confefs, I think | 

the judged | wrong, as merry tunes would have- 

-been more tikely to cheer up] his heart; where- 
as moit of thofe fhe played and fung to him 

were fo very fad, that they would have made _ 

‘the mot cheerfully-difpofed people melan- 

choly. This was the more furprifing, becaufe 

the young lady is naturally of a cheerful tem- 

per, with a great deal of vivacity; but I பக 

Jpect that the preferred ‘mournful airs not fo 

much from her own tafte as to humour her 

father’s melancholy. 

©) <Lremember | once, that when the was in ine 

middle of one of thofe forrowful tunes, the 

very tears burft from my eyes before I knew 

where I was. I never was fo much afhamed 

in my life, and I endeavoured to conceal it 

“as much as I could ; but whether mifs Clif- 

ford perceived it or not Iam uncertain ; for 

“itis, fo contrary tothe difpofition of that
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| them in. the Jeatt out of countenance, that, 

wy am. fare, fhe would have feemed not. to: 

"have oblerved | this inftance of my weaknefs, ; 

h ae i it had. firuck her. பரந a 

ரட்ட his fon left Weitminiter- ae 

ம் for the. vuniverfity, 2 Mr, பொலம் put 

    

him under the particular care of one of his 

friends, and then fet out with his daugh- 

ter for Switzerland. This did not happen 

fuddenly, as has been teprefented to you, 

nor yet unexpectedly ; ; for he talked of it a 

full year before they went. 1. remember of 

no conjectures or rumours upon the occafion, 

unlefs the forrow of all who knew them, 

and the lamentations of the io thought’ 

ஸ்ஸ், 

‘After. paffing | two years in Switzerland, 

and making the tour of all the cantons, Mr. 

‘Clifford proceeded with his பட to Italy; 

where, I believe, they ‘ftaid nine months, and 

returned through France to England about - 

a time that: young Mr. aed left the.
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ve t Bained நலியா not es affected by the fon 4 | 

extravagance, re ப x 

ப ம். young : man hota: ne ‘childhood had e 

: 4 given figns of a ae head-ftrong impetuous dif- 

a polition, and I he was naturally endowed with 

uncommon ftrength ; and agility of body. The 

© தாரி often engaged. him in: quarrels’ with his 

: companions at Weftmintter-{chool ; and the 

fecond” obtained | him the victory very fre~ 

quently, when, in Rri@ juitice, he deferved to. 

   

= have been Heute Aud perhaps this was'the | 

ட் origin, or laid the foundation, of that proud 

and haughty temper which he has fince ma- 

nifefted. in various inftances,’ which I could — 

recapitulate if it were neceflary. - But hypo~ — 

erily and deceit formed no part of this young 

man’s character ; therefore, his having got a 

phyfician to write a. falfe ftatement of his 

-. health to his father, and his having pretended 

that the air of Naples was requifite for a dif- 

order in his breaft,, when he really was pafi- 

- ang the carnival at’ Venice, furprifed every 

boty but at was afterwards known that 

் § A



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  

ore certainly miftake her ணத which 

is above affeation : and I fhould think ‘they, 

் alfo miftake human-nature in general ; for is ன் 

not the life of mana tragi-comedy ? At leaft 

: it is fill: fo in England ; though I am told, 

~ indeed, that in France it has been a late a 

continued tragedy. க்் 

  

3 

Young Mr. Clifford returned to England 

when he heard of his father’s death; at which, 

from what I have hinted already, perhaps you 

may imagine he- would feel little concern = 

but in that you would do bim wrong ; for 

though this young man had been ‘inconfider- ; 

ate and headftrong enough to difoblige and 

vex his. father when alive, he was not har- 

“dened enough not to feel forrow and remorfe, 

therefore, after his death. 

| ‘Though his forrow was fharp, however, it 

ச was not lafting : the company he imprudently 

4 kept effaced it too foon; and he returned to 

“ foreign countries, where he now is. It is to
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Ree: has the defired, effect. My anxiety 

| for my old friend க me to take the opi- 

nion of a very experienced practitioner of 

this place ; and he affured me, that, if it did 

no good, it could dono harm; which is more 

than can be faid for fome medicines much 

~ vaunted. 

I fhall now, for கடம்" s fake, Sar this 

long epiftle ; being, 

My dear young lady, . 

With due efteem, 

Your well-wifher, and moft obedient — 

humble fervant, 

DANIEL PrRocTor. 

p.$. There is no foundation for the report 

of my intending to remove from my own 

quiet habitation near Morpeth to fuch a tu- 

multuous town as London; and there is as lit- 

tle for the report of my daughter’s marriage. 

It will be time enough for her to think of a 

hufband when fhe comes to be a little nearer 

your age, which, if I am to judge by looks, 

the, ftill wants two, or perhaps three, years of. 

“VOL. II. அர:
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“LETTER ee 

மறந் ட... 70 Danie Proctor, “Bf 

Binet oe ee page Sik ame on 

Tam forry you have given yourfelt the trou~ 

ble of writing fo very long a letter; all I 

wifhed any information about might have 

been mentioned in a few lines: but I fuppofe 

அலம்ப fond of an opportunity of enlarging 

upon the wonderful qualities of this fame © 

mifs Clifford, whom you feem to be in love 

with, though fuch a thing is fcarcely cre- 

dible to thofe who know of the declarations 

you. made when you were Jaft at York. 1 

cannot conceive what you cee in. my looks that 

could lead you into fo grofs a miftake with 

refpect to my age: but though I muft confefs. ¢ 

that I am. much younger than you think, I 

hope I fhould have more fenfe, at any age, than 

te play old mournful tunes upon 2. harp.: to. ey. 

father when he was in affliction, whichigould : 
me ¥ rake
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விர் ee to increafe ,his grief; and far lefs 

could I return immediately to gaiety after 

thedding tears, which you fay mifs Clifford 

_ did, as if her father’s death had been a weet 

| comedy. 

©. Tam plad to hear-that you are inclined to 

believe that Englifh women are the hand- 

fomeft tn this world: (indeed the curate of 

‘Willow-Bank once told me that there was no 

reafon to doubt of their being the famie in the © 

next), which makes ‘your partiality for this 

mifs Clifford the more. furprifing, becaufe 

fhe feems, even from your own account, more 

like a foreigner than an Englifh ‘woman. 

As I hinted, in my letter to you, that the 

perfon for whom I was defirous of getting an 

account ‘of the Clifford family had reafon to 

be prej udiced againit them, and was a perfon 

of quality, I> could not imagine that you 

would have fent a Jong letter of the nature of 

your. latt ; for you muft have obferved that 

people of quality never liften to long letters ; 

indeed they cannot bear to be informed of any 

The
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thing, long or thort,, ae is not 0 to 

their withes...<_ ் 

I firtt remarked this at Die houfe of a ar 

London lady, a°near relation of lord Dean- 

port, who was allowed to die quietly, be~ 

caufe; to have infinuated that fhe was in 

danger, or to have propofed a drug that - 

was difagreeable to her tafte, would have 

alarmed and difturbed her. Iwo of the 

chamber-maids recovered from the fame dif- 

eafe, by taking the bark, and being bliftered ; 

for the apothecary, who. was all fmiles and 

fimpers when -he fpoke to the poor dying — 

lady, and never gave her any thing but pa- 

‘latable draughts, told them, with a grave 

countenance, and in plain words, that no- 

thing but blifters, and large dofes of bark, 

could fave them. 

I have remarked, alfo, that the curate at 

Willow-Bank, who in winter preaches to the 

country-people about preparing for death, 

never touches on that fubject in fummer, 

_ when my lady.is prefent, becaufe nothing 1s
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fo offenfive to her ladythip as reminding her 

“of death, except it be mentioning hell, which ~ 

fhe fays her nerves cannot bear. We 

Indeed I was witnefs myfelf to the truth of 

this ; for her ladyfhip once carried me, fora 

frolic, to hear a methodift-preacher: unluck~ 

ily, the man preached about the rich man and 

Lazarus, which terrified her to fuch a de- 

gree, that fhe was carried out in violent hy- 

fterics: and though, formerly, fhe made it a 

rule to go to church once every feafon, to 

fhow a good example to the ignorant vulgar, 

. yet, after that accident, fhe never ventured 

to hear any preacher whatever, except the 

-eurate of Willow-Bank, on whofe difcretion 

fhe can rely, becaufe his only hope of pre- 

ferment is in her ladyfhip. And I once heard 

my lady herfelf fay, “‘ that, notwithftanding 

his being only a country-curate, he might 

be a London bifhop, for knowledge of the 

world.” 

Now, perhaps, you will fay, like Juba in 

the play of Cato— If knowledge of the 

T.3
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பணயம் எங்தக ட. “may janes ever 

—But, although வர். 

{tntiments do very well. in tragedies, they 

_ are not to be acted upon in real life: befides, 

| Juba being only a black, is not a very fit) 

| example for whites, efpecially Chriftians. 

   remain in” ignorant 

T own I fee no villainy in having a know- 

ledge of this world, and making the moft of 

it while we are in it, though it may be pro- 

per to a otherwife in the next } for, as T 
~ have heard you yourfelf obferve-——«< When 
we are at Rome, we mutt do as Rome 

does.” 

You fee, Sir, I des not forget the ane 
tions I have heard you make, having always: 

had a very high opinion of your fenfe and 

judgment ; which made me fo fond of' your : 

company when I faw you laft at York, and. 

makes me regret that we have never feen you 

fince : but I fuppofe you can think of no~ 

body, now, but mifs Clifford ; though Town 

that the, nor no other ‘woman, -can be more 

nee than I am to hear thot you. are mn
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a weaker ftate of health, than when we faw 
you here. My aunt thinks that wour being: 

of that opinion proceeds entirely from low 

fpirits, owing to too much folitude; and 

that, ifyou faw more fociety, whether it were 

in London or York, or even at your own 

houfe near Morpeth, you. would be more 

healthful and happier. Though your daugh- 

ter is, I am told, a very beautiful young la= 

dy, and alfo very fenfible, yet perhaps fome. 

cheerful companion would render both your 

lives more agreeable ; but of that you are the 

- beft judge.—My aunt defires me to return 

you her thanks for the attention you had to 

her, in confulting the doctor on her com- 

plaint. ப 

The infufion of the flowers of white pop- 

pies has. had no great effect as yet ; but fhe 

is refolved to continue, becaufe, fhe fays, it 

ftands to reafon that thofe flowers fhouid do 

good, on account of their whitenefs : but I 

fear their colour is confiderably altered be- 

fore they come to her nofe. 

T 4
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- With my kindeft, compliments to milfs 
. Proctor, though unknown but by character, 

at ann Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 

obliged fervant, 

MARGARET ALMOND. 

I fhall be very glad to hear from you when 

you have leifure: but you need not give 

yourfelf the trouble of faying any thing far- 

ther of the Clifford family, becaufe the zodle- 

man who applied to me has now received all 

the information fhe wanted.
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LETTER ர, 

Mis Aumonp to the Counress of Deanrorr. 

_ My Lapy, York, 

[ wan the honour of informing your lady- 

fhip, in my laft letter, that I had, without 

delaying a fingle moment, written to Mr. 

Progtor. It was natural for your ladythip to 

think that his refentment againtt young Mr. 

Clifford would have enraged him againft the 

whole family, and inclined him to divulge. 

every thing he knew or fufpected to their 

difadvantage : but he is an odd kind of a par- 

ticular man, who knows no more of the 

world, particularly the gentecl, than a child. 

Though he ferved an apprenticethip to an 

attorney, he has the character never to have 

taken the advantage ae any body ; which 

makes it fo unaccountable how he is in fuch 

good circumftances. He feems to have no 

sefentment; or elfe the favours he received
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from ‘Clifford, the fatker,. manned him பதம் 

the injuries of the fon, and renders him un-- 

willing to fay any thing againft him, and till 

lefs his fifter: yet, in {pite of all his pains to. 

fet her off to advantage i in his letter to-mé, it 

_ 4 eafy to {ee that the charaéter you have re- 

ceived of her is pretty exact. There is no 

doubt that the both looks and a@s like a 

French woman ; and you know how fome of 

them act. Mr. Proctor acknowledges that 

the lived feveral years abroad among foreign- 

ers and emigrants, and. underftands all theit 

_ languages; and, I dare fay, is a member of 

the Blue-ftocking-club. of learned women, 

“whom your ladythip hates, though: fhe may 

wear white ftockings above her blue. _ : 

Mr, Proétor alfo owns, that mifs Clifford 

was addited to go a-hunting with men in 

the day-time, and playing on the harp to: 

them at night. What the did befides he does 

not mention. — | 

He pretends to be ignorant of the அம் a 

“her fither’s taking her abroad fo ‘fuddenly,
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and doés not divulge she nature of the ru- 

mours that were {pread over the neighbour- 

hood on that occafion. : 

- “But he acknowledges that mifs Clifford 
Tives' in intimacy with lady Diana Franklin, 
‘which muft be the fame with her that your 

Tadyfhip hates fo much, and who I take to 

be one of the moft cenforious old maids liv- 

ing ; both on that account, and from what I 

heard countfellor Banter fay, க்கட் laft York 

affizes, in a large company of ladies, at a 

- tea-drinking, (among whom was a Londoner, 

on her return from Scotland, where fhe had 

fled from her parents to be married to ae 

very genteel officer of dragoons—eI believe 

he was quarter-mafter),—1o, fomebogy faying 

fomething to the praife of lady Diana, the 

new-married lady obferved that fhe was an. 

old maid, and of courfe very cenforious. 

«© Very cenforious, indeed, madam,” replied 

the counfellor ; “* her whole life and conduct 

ig libel on many of her*own fex WP. 

“நடி was thought, by fome of the com- 

~
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pany; too fevere; but, after what I have 

heard your ladythip fay of her, is, I am con- 

vinced, no more than fhe deferves. 

_ This is all the intelligence I could procure 

from Mr. Pro&tor, which I hope your lady. 

fhip will think fatisfatory, as it may be de- 

~ pended on. But Tam certain, that if I was 

in London, I could procure ftill more ; and 

therefore I have informed my aunt, that fhe 

would probably receive a letter from your 

ladythip, defiring that I might fet out very 

foon. For my own part, I fhould not be in 

the leaft afraid of goin g in the mail-coach, as 

‘it ue fo quick ; 3; and my heavy trunk might 

comé: afterwards in the waggon.—In the 

hope of having the honour of another letter 

from your ladythip foon, 

lam, 

Your ladythip’s moft obedient, faithful, 

and obliged humble fervant, 

- MARGARET ALMOND.
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. The Countess of Duanport fo James 
GRINDIEL, E/g. 

~ © Tendon. 

Prk ve hated toa myfelf of your 

precautions againft communicating Peggy Al- 

mond’s difcoveries refpeCting mifs Clifford too 

abruptly to my fon. She difcovered nothing 

but what was either of fo innocent, or fo ge- 

neral, a nature, that no ufe could be made of : 

it. I have therefore abftained from all infi- 

nuations againit what is called—her virtue. 

But, in confequence of your obfervations 

refpeGting my fon’s prejudice againft clever 

women, or women of fuperior underftand- 

ing, which I know to be well founded, I 

once thought of culling a few witticifms 

from Joe Miller, and repeating them to 

lord Deanport as repartees of mifs Clifford; 

but recolle@ing that his lordfhip ‘was better 

acquainted with that book than with moft
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others, I judged it would be fafer to draw from 

a fountain into which he never dipped ; and, 

after having {poken of mifs Clifford as a lady. 

of uncommon erudition and fagacity, I actually 

repeated two of the proverbs of Solomon as 

obfervations of hers. This had not the effect 

I expected; he faw nothing alarmingly faga- 

cious in either, and faid, < Tf mifs Clifford 

can make no wifer obfervations than thofe, 

fhe runs no rifk of being drowned for a 

witch.” ; , 

: Difappointed in this, I remarked ‘ that 1 

had heard fhe was a young woman of rather 

an imperious temper; that 1 was not fuffi- 

ciently acquainted with: ber to decide, but I 

owned that the had, on fome occafions, a great 

feal of fire in her looks.” 

To this he coolly replied, ‘* That fhe had 

certainly an animated countenance, and he 

| believed fhe was a young lady of fpirit.” . 

Iwas fo provoked by this anfwer, that I 

rejoined, -with warmth, «If {pirit be what 

you admire in her, the will thow you enough
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of it—I am told the is ச complete. termagant. 
How fhe may accommodate herfelf to” her 

lovers I know not; but:I am affured that her 

: obftinate temper broke her father’s heart.” et 

To this he made no reply ; but, after a 

few minutes of mufing, introduced another 

- fubje&, and im a fhort time left me. 

I hope what I threw out was the caufe of 

his mufing. X thall take care to frnith hind 

with more feetls of reflection of the fame. kind; 

and I have a notion that the lady nowt will 

alfo fupply him with fome. 

I have obferved, with pleafure, | ine whe 

does not behave with that degree of atten- — 

tion to him that would, I belteve, fecure her | 

conqueft. I am happy that her fupreme ad- 

vifer, lady Diana Franklin, is abfent; becaufe; 

were fhe in London, fhe would advife the young 

lady to adopt a plan of condué that would be 

more likely to fucceed. Where do you think 

her ladyfhip is*—You never can devitfe, 

therefore I'll tell Yyou.—But I am ‘interrupt- 

ed, and muft poftpone the inform-xtion:
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ம்ம். 

ie ட ஏ) he Same to the Same. 

Lee London. : 

I WAS interrupted when I was jutt about to : 

inform you where lady Diana Franklin (to the 

great erief of the blue-ftocking tribe, thofe 

admirers of madame de Sevigné and. her affo- 

_ ciates, who.attempt to fubftitute converfation 

to cards) is at prefent—-Whiy, in Devonfhire. 

உப feafon of the year! And 

whom. do you think fhe has gone to vifit in 

Devonthire® Some grateful young officer, 

you will guefs, promoted by her interett, and — 

whote. regiment is quartered in that county. 

»You may have hit on the rea/ motive of her 

journey for ought I know—but the avowed 

one is to fee Mrs. டட Perhaps you 

have. forgot Mrs. Dover for the has not 

been heard of thefe feveral years ; but you 

miuft remember the fprightly Charlotte Brigh- 
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ton, whom you have {9 often {een at’ my af- 

-femblies, when her beauty and vivacity drew _ 

half the young fellows in town after her. 

I believe you were at Spa when the cata- 

ftrophe of Charlotte’s romance took place, 

and therefore may never have heard it. After 

rejecting two offers of martiage, both highly 

advantageous; one by a Mr.—Mr.—I cannot 

recollea&t the man’s name—an aukward-looking 

creature.—He has been made a peer fince—I 

cannot recolle&t his title neither—no matter. 

The other ம்பத் was from a perfon whofe 

fortune gave high a claim to the fame honour. 

He offered immente fettlements—to no pur- 

pofe—the giddy girl refufed them both. 

What made her folly the more to be la- 

mented, and muft have filled her with re- 

-morfe for refufing the latter, is, that the man 

died about nine months after. Some people 

attempt to excufe her, by aflerting that fhe 

* was in love with Tom Denham when thofe 

two men paid her their addreffes. I leave 

UZ 
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you to determine ‘the: weight of a an 
. apology. ~ ee 

She afterwards married Tom, who was. to 

be fure, one of the beft-natured, gay, thought- 

lefs young fellows in the world, but with a very 
moderate fortune ; one half of which was mort- 

gaged before Charlotte was acquainted with 

him ; the remainder, with all his wife’s patri- 

mony, he fpent, it muft be confeffed, entirely 

like a gentleman, and in the beft company. — 

When it was fpent, however, he and his wifé 

feemed, for fome time, as deftitute of friends 

as if they had kept the wort pe 

An old companion of his, who had fome 

  

intereft with the “minifter, procured him at 

laft a fituation in the Eat Indies. It was ex- 

pected he would have opportunities of pil- 

laging a competency for his poor wife and 

children. But though few people could fpend 

a fortune with a better grace than Tom, it is 

doubtful whether he had any talents for ac- 

quiring one: the experiment, however, was
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தங்களை made; 5 for he died, poor fellow, foon 

“after his arrival in India, fo that he had not 

time to do that juftice to his farhily that was 

expected, however எடி பவுசர் he might 

have been. 

Ee widow, with two children, lived fome 

time in London after the accounts of his 

death arrived. Hitherto I had vifited her oc- 

cafionally ; but rumours were circulated to 

her prejudice; as fhe had alwaysbeen rather in- 

attentive to appearances, they gained ftrength, 

J have been affured, without foundation: but 

as I had not leifure to afcertain the truth, I 

thought it prudent to leave off vifiting her. 

Others followed my example; and fhe would, 

moft probably, have been forfaken by all her 

female acquaintance, had not the virgin Diana 

-errived precifely at that time from abroad. 

Though fhe had feen lefs of Mrs. Denham, 

after her marriage, than any of her former 

com panions—for the rapid rate at which her 

hufband and the drove through life ill-fuited 

the flow and folemn ftep of a Veftal—yet, on 

u 3
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finding Charlotte likely to be ன்ப. by 

_ others, the clung to her through fheer vanity,” 

and that croffnefs which prompts her in what 

fhe calls effentials, to brave the opinion of 

the world. She pretended that the had ine 

veftigated the fcandalous reports; and not 

only to have found them falfe, but. alfothat 

Mrs. Denham, having derived prudence from 

her misfortunes, had conducted herfelf in a 

moft exemplary manner, devoting her whole 

attention to the education of her children: on 

which fhe was vifited and received as before 

by a few of her old acquaintance; but her 

circumftances kept the greater part from her 

as completely as if all that had been faid of 

her was true. Unable, however, to maintain 

her family in London, the retired with her 

children to Devonthire, and has hardly ever 

been thought of fince, till lady Diana, hear- . 

ing that fhe was in a declining {tate of health, 

fet out lately to vifit her; and. there I hope | 

fhe will remain; for I. underftand fhe has 

more influence with mifs Clifford than any
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body cite and, if fle w€re in London, would 

-affuredly engage her protdge to adopt a con- 

» duct more likely than that the follows at pre~. 

fent to fecure the ee of my fon. To tell 

_ ~you: the truth, I rely more on the marked 

coldnefs and indifference which the girl thows 

for him than on all I have hitherto been able 

' to contrive for the purpofe of giving him a 

thorough diflike to her. | 

In the mean time, you cannot figure how 

I. am_haraffed by the murmurs of the aunt 

on account of Deanport’s coldnefs to mifs 

Moyfton:; for fhe is more enraged than the 

young lady herfelf. Iam alfo vexed by the 

new proofs I daily receive of his growing 

paflion for mifs Clifford.—Would to heaven 

you were here! 1 never ftood in need of 

your fage counfels fo much. 

E. DEANPORT. 

U 4



  

LETTER’ Lo. 

we Honatia பொற 72 Mrs. Sommers. 

London. 
” 

ae are: ferioanyt ee drei my dear, be- 

caufe 1 have never fad a word of lord Dean- 

port’s attentions to me, of which, it feems, 

fome more ‘communicative: ‘correfpondent has 

favoured © you with fo many particulars. You 

confider it ‘as*an inftance of unkind referve to 

a friend, while “confidence in me has been 

unbounded.’ I dare fwear you fufpected, that 

in this feafon, fo fertile in peerages, I was 

endeavouring, while the fun fhone, ta fecure, 

for my own ufe, part of the harveft; and 

3 “that, having fucceeded, I meant to be fud- 

denly announced to you as countefs of Dean- 

port, to dazzle your eyes with the brilliancy 

of my coronét, and mortify your heart with 

- the idéa of an old companion se to a 

fituation fo far above you.
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_ Ah! Joliet, how cguld you fufpe& me of 
fuch malice? Had I been capable of it, I 

fhould have deferved all that your friend mifs 

ஷை fuffered, by being made a duchefs, 

Now, in an{wer to your accufation, 

“Twill around unvarnithed tale deliver, 

‘Of what referve, deceit, or mighty plot 

For fach proceedings I am charged withal), 

E have been guilty.”—— 

The firft time I ever faw lord Deanport 
was at the duchefs of ’s affembly. I 

was fitting ‘between my aunt and Mrs. De- 

  

-mure, when her grace prefented him to me: 

he remained with us till we left the room. 

As he was an acquaintance of Mrs. Demure, ~ 

I placed this piece of attention to her ac- 

count. I afterwards met him at other afiem- 

blies: he fometimes came into my aunt’s 

box at the opera. I faw nothing particular in 

this, nor did I perceive any thing remarkable 

in his lordthip’s addrefS, except an affectation 

to whifper, which I difcouraged by a look 

of furprife, and by always anfwering aloud. 

Moft people, who are uncommonly hand-
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fome and genteel, age. thought iiecale த 

fometimes, no doubt, unjuftly: but there 

certainly is nothing in lord Deanport’s man- 

ner that tends to remove fuch a fufpicion. —. 

» There is’ fomewhat of conftraint that 

could not. have been expeéted “in a man of 

his rank who has travelled ; this is accom= 

panied with a ftately kind of obfequioufnefs, 

a protecting bow, often repeated, which 

feems to proceed from pride, and that {pe- 

cies of pride that {prings from high birth, 

without the confcioufnefs of any other fupe- 

riority : for, when a perfon is alfo aoniaibiis 

of being fuperior,* or even: equal to the com- 

pany in other refpeéts, it generally produces 

more eafe, and lefs referve. ee ல் 

His lordfhip, however, cultivated an ace 

quaintance with Mr. Darnley and my aunt: 

‘I faw him of courfe. His vifits becoming 

more affiduous, the one day told me, with an 

air of great fatisfaction, that I chad certainly 

made a conqueft of the young peer. . was 

by no means fo much convinced of this as fhe 

feemed to be; and it would not have afforded
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த fe os fatisfation if I had. ர confefs I 
did not think it worth while to mention this 

notion of my aunt in my letters to you; but 

pray, my dear, if they are not already burnt, 

will you take the trouble to look over them 

again, and: fee if, trifling as they are, they 

- do not treat of fubjects of juft as much im- 

portance? — 

Yet, fince you fae a athe for a 

I will give you a little more of it. I could 

not help: remarking, that the noble lord’s 

» mother, the countefs of Deanport, to whom, 

I believe, I was hardly known till very lately, 

feemed to view me with an evil eye: this I 

fhould have borne without complaining. I 

knew that people are fometimes. offended 

without reafon: I alfo knew that people of 

rank are as fubje¢t to this weaknets as the 

- Jowett vulgar; but I did not know that they 

ould manifeit it in the fame manner :—lady 

* Deanport made this clear to me. —My uncle’s 

relation, Mrs. Courtney, had carried me to 

lady A——’s affembly. Towards the end of
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the night, after the had | osdered up. ie car-— 

riage, fhe recollected fomething fhe withed, 

to mention to. her ladythip, | and went, for 

that purpofe, into another room, leaving me 

feated oppofite to mifs Moyfton, the great 

heirefs, and her aunt. In that inftant, lady 

Deanport came, and feated herfelf between 

them ; then, fixing her ‘eyes on me, fhe 

whifpered them in a very fignificant manner. 

They turned their-eyes alfo, upon mie, titter- 

ing, and fometimes laughing aloud. The . 

company had left the fide of the room in. 

- which I fat, fo that I was in a very aukward 

fitaation, the eyes of every body being di- 

rected towards me, by the rudenefs of thefe 

three women. Had they addreffed any dif- : 

courfe to me, perhaps I might have made 

fome retort 2 but I could neither ebje& to 

their laughing, nor their looking at me. Old 

general Randal, who was playing at whilt, 

obferving my diftrefs, laid down his cards," 

came to me, faid he believed Mrs. Courtney 

waited for me, and led me into another



-foom, where fhe was stalking with the du- 
விச of Dow, “Your youn g friend was 

impatient to fee you, madam,” faid he, to 

Mrs. Courtney 1 then, addrefling the duche&, 

he added—** Your grace has been accuftomed 

to find great beauty an object of envy: had 

you been in the next room, you would have . 

 feen it, for the firft time, the object of laugh- 

ter.’—This behaviour of the general is more 

in the ftyle of the old than the new court. 
But you will allow, that what applied to her 

grace was more than rnere compliment ; par- 

ticularly when, on tlie duchefs’s accofting 

me, with her ufual conclefcenfion, he added— 

«No one ever experienced a happier tranfition 

from malice to benevolence than the lady 

your grace takes by the hand.” 

1 was at a lofs to find out in what I had 

offended thofe women, p.wticularly the Moy- 

ftons, with whom I am nt acquainted. 

Mrs. Demure (I believe ‘you are acquainted 

with that Jady) called on my aunt the fol- 

lowing day. My aunt being abroad, the
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fteijed great part. of the with me. 

She is at once பர்வம் « as: ua pees ௦ lady 

Deanport and of the Moyftons. — ர் hinted to. 

her what had happened at the affembly. She 

filed, and faid—* I could eafily give you 

the key to that cabinet of fecretsy. ny ans 

  

if it were proper.” த வது 

5 72 119 ௩௦6 நரை 1 beg not to be en= 

trufted with it,’ I replied. 

Finding that I preffed her no farther— 

< Come,” refumed the, “1 believe I m2y 

fafely எய் you. -My friend, lady Deanport, 

is one of the moft prudent women on the face 

of the earth, and one of the moft attentive of 

mothers. She naturally withes her fon to ob~ 

tain a great fortune by martiage, becaufe fhe 

confiders his intereft to be alfo hers, and has 

been ufing all her addrefs to promote one be- 

tween her fon and mifs Moyftan: but the: 

young lady and her aunt having taken of= 

fence at the attention her fon thows you, her 

ladyfhip is alarmed, left it fhould prove an. 

obftacle to a feheme her heart is greatly fet
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on} on hich” accouhte the is ப்ன்க்ல் and 

| difpofed to mortify you. This’ is certainly” 

beneath a woman of her rank ; indeed of 

even a plebeian, ‘of. any degree of elevation of 

foul, © But the bet of people have their 

weakneffes ; and, I muft confefs, my friend 

is not entirely exempt from them.”’ She aft- 

erwards repeated fome very {fpiteful things 

that fhe had heard lady Deanport fay of me; 

begging me, at the fame time, not to mind 

them. She then added fome expreffions, 

equally malicious, which {he had heard her 

utter, concerning lady Diana. T his, I do 

‘affare ் you, provoked me more than the 

other ; and I refolved to vex the malicious 

-woman in the only way in my power.— 

«You ought not, my dear mifs Clifford,”’ 

faid Mrs. Demure, ‘* to be provoked at my 

friend, lady Deanport : it is not from ill-will 

againft you, or lady Diana, that the {peaks 

fos it is merely becaufe fhe fears that you 

will feduce: the heart of her fon from mifs
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_ fhe can pay? Her x cannot always fapply 

her, which makes her fo fet on his marriage — 

with mifs Moyfton.” : ; 

oF hie eloquent and friendly harangue had 

no effect i in turning me from the refolution I 

had formed; and which I found an oppor-— 
tunity of putting in practice, very foon after, 

‘at the duchefs’s, where lord Deanport ac- 

_ cofted me, in the prefence of his. mother 

: ‘and her two accomplices. JT liftened to the 
Be 

ceurs he whifpered in my eat with an 
   

air cee more complaifance than I had ever 

before thown. They endeavoured to conceal 

their vexation by writhings and conftrained 

{miles,—fuch as. a perfon on the rack, if he 

- thought himfelf obliged to {mile, might ex- 

hibit. I hope I was more fuccefsful in my 

‘finiles ; 3 though, I confefs, they were forced 

 alfo; but I was determined to look as pleafed 

as poffible. 

After I had teazed the three ladies fuf- 

- ficiently, I told my aunt ‘that I felt myfelf a 

VOL. Il. =e
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oat sake pesca to Siecle 

ealy éafy and ‘cheerful ftyle on indif- 

Wheo'l I மன் பட the gloom : 
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    : peers in . your attentions: to her, becaufe 

    

pe it may prevent fome man, more fuitable to her 

rank, from paying his addrefles to her. You 

_ are accufed of கமத the part of the boys in 

் thi 4 able of the frogs : : what was fport to the 

: former was death to the latter. ‘The more 

_ reafon there i rigs therefore, from the levity OF 

ம this giil’s charaGter, and your reputation as a 

: man of gallantry, to imagine that you may 

carry your point with her, I am the more fo- 

; aeons that you fhould give up the purfuit. 

You may depend upon it, my dear Deanport, 

that fach an inftance of felf-denial would af- 

ford you. more folid and permanent comfort 

than “your faceefs can’ poflibly do. But, if 

thefe refleGtions fhould fail in deciding you 

entirely to abandon your defigns on this girl, 

I “hope = a proper regard for your own intereft 

ல் அப்பா you: to fufpend ! them at leat, 

= 3
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_ it would தல் பகத te any fuch 
attempt, and of courfe from -ever feeling the 

_ remorfe which would ultimately attend his 

_ being t undeceived. "—-To this he made no an- 

ததத and we feparated, 

“tf he was ever (6 filly as to ae matri- 

ந as in his head, .I am pretty certain that I - 

- have fhaken his purpofe. ‘He will now, at 
deat, make an eflay to carry his point on 

_ eafier terms, I confefs I have no very fan- 

் guine hopes of his fuccefs. The girl feems 

to have,firmnefs as well as pride, and a com- 

-fortable degree of refpect for herfelf: all 

- thefe are againft my fon. IF the had lef 
~ fenfe and fpirit, I thould haye better hopes ; 

however, there is no knowing what may 

happen: any woman may be caught napping. 

But if, from her own pride, and the admoni- 

tions of the chafle Diana, fhe fhould be on 

her guard, in that cafe, depend upon it, the © 

் young lady will give herfelf high airs of in- 

ome dignation : her purity, no doubt, will be 

Z 4
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to my பகம் hé has “been fuccefsful 
_ with women higher born than this: Clifford) ?: 
= Bor, ° though | it: would gratify my hatred 

‘ againit | her prefent direétrefs, as wellas that I 

fee againft the infolent giply herfelf, to fee 

any fon’s iiftrefs, fhe might even then 

tain too great afcendency over him. ig 

hort; I am not abfolutely certain - that’ fhe 

A eats not perfuade him, after all, to make~ 

her. his wife.—What fay you? 

I heartily with that this coufin ‘ie yours 

would conclude the bufinefs one way or 

the othentid fympathife with you very fin- 

_ cerely.. I know what horrible «conftraint it 

“Js to attend a dying relation, from whom one 

has expectations, during a tedious illnéfs ;—to - 

be obliged to -wear the mioft melancholy 

afpect; to {peak in a fympathifing accent, to’ 

raife his head, to fmooth his pillow—Ah ! 

how difeufting ! I went through the whole - 

naufeous procefs in the very flower of my 

youth, in the laft Ulnefs of my grandfather 5



 



 



 



   
men of my acquaintance, who are very com= ce 

fortably married, had poffefied a particle of | 

the fame foruple, they would never have been a | 

united to their prefent hufbands. So Horatia | 

    
As my dear brother never ee ம் gh. ட் : i 

ter for this, I fhall not take. on me to condemn 

her: but this. I muft fay, that if feveral wo- a 

ம் 

021600 to allow a prejudice: of this nature 

_ to have too much weight. ~ 

-As your ladythip has more inflnence wal : : 

her than any body, I thought it: tight to ac= 

= 

quaint you with what I conceive to be lord — 

Deanport’s intention, that you may prevent eS 

her from falling into an error fimilar to the 

former, if the former was an error; becaufe 

_ it would be more inexcufable now, when fhe _
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is of a riper age, and oghe to have nase 
: “more wifdom. © pie = 

ட I have not fpoken on this ட to my 

ட் யினர், becaufe I cannot fay that lord Dean- 

- port has dire@ly made a propofal of marriage 

“to my niece ; but I have a thoufand reafons ப 

- for believing that itis her fault, and not his. © 

Thofe reafons I am not fond of ftating cirs 

-cumftantially to my hufband, becaufe men in 

_ general do not fully comprehend fuch mat- 

térs, and no man in particular lefs than Mr. 

Darnley, though, in moft other things he has 

a ery clear judgment. 

-Il-am convinced, from your ladythip’s ac~ 

knowledged good fenfe, and from the friend- 

_fhip you have always fhown my niece, that 

you will not delay to warn her againft the 

folly and danger of keeping a perfon of lord 

Deanport’s rank long in fufpentfe, particularly 

as I have reafon to believe that his mother 

withes him to court the rich mifs Moyften; 

who, in conjun@ion with her ladythip, 1s 

_ doing all in her power to engage his aftec-
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ill, if the were to give’lord Deanport, or any 

other man who may pay his addreffes to her, ; 

a refufal, without informing them, and tak- 

ing their advice. If that is your ladythip’s 

opinion, I dare fay you will think it right to 

expre(s it in your letter to her. 

19
 > 

~ WOLe Ila - 
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LETTER LIX. 

Lady Diana Frank in to Mis Darntey. 

My pear Mapam. 

As the perfon you mention has not hitherto 

made any propofal to our young friend, it 

would be improper for me to write or {peak 

to her on the fubje&t. Indeed, I fhould take | 

no notice of it to her, though I were here- 

after to be informed that he had actually made 

propofals, unlefs the herfelf afked my opinion 

or advice. From what I know of the cha- 

racter and difpofition of your niece, I am 

perfuaded that fhe will not give her hand to 

any man, without informing Mr. Darnley and 

you, and endeavouring to obtain your appro- 

bation. This, I think, ought to fatisfy all 

her relations and friendg; efpecially, as fhe 

really never has given any proof of caprice, 

or want of difcernment, in her likings or 

diflikings. As for the gentleman to whom
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you allude, whom (he tefuted to marry when 

‘fhe was only feventeen, the debafing taftes 

which he has fince difplayed, and the wretch- 

ed figure he makes in life, thould prevent 

either herfelf or her friends from regretting 

her rejection of him. Affuredly, my dear 

madam, you have not been informed of his 

prefent ftyle of life : and you have too much 

penetration not to have obferved that the moft 

_affluent fortune would be no compenfation to 

a woman of Horatia’s turn of mind, for hay- 

ing a ridiculous, an ignorant, or even a well- 

meaning weak man, to her hufband. She 

never will marry, I am fully perfuaded, un- 

til the is afked by a man whom fhe highly 

- efteems, independent of his fortune, his rank, 

and his difpofition. She muft have a man of 

underftanding for her hufband. 

You hint that I have reafon to complain 

of lady Deanport’s fentiment of me. . While 

fhe refrains from injurious actions I thall re- 

main indifferent about her fentiments. | 

11 ever Horatia fhould confult me on the 

a Fag ah
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the fubjeét of your letter, you may reft fa~ 

tisfied that my advice fhall be given without 

any confideration of that lady’s prejudice a- 

‘gainft me. ழ் 

Mrs. Denham is better, but not fo weit as 

to allow me to think of leaving her. She has 

fupported a fevere and tedious illnefs with re- 

fignation and fortitude ; and has given proofs 

of a moit amiable,—and, what is more, ret a 

Chriftian, difpofition.: She will have reafon 

to fay, <‘ it is good for me that I have been 

afflicted.” 2 

I remain, my dear madam, with refpectful 

compliments to Mr. Darnley, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Diana FRANKLIN. 

In anfwer to the queftion in your pofteript, - 

I think no young woman ought to give her 

confent to-a propofal of marriage without 

confulting her friends. “But, if the is deter-. 

வ 

் >
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_mined to refufe the propofal, the acts with — 

delicacy to the man in concealing it; becaufe _ 

no man likes to have it known that he has 

been rejected. She alfo acts with delicacy to 

her own relations; becaufe, though they fhould 

think her objections frivolous, the might feel 

them’ to be infurmountable. 

2A3
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LETTER LX. 

James GRINDILL, Eq. to the Countess of 

DEANPORT. 

South Wales. 

Texter warmly into your ladyfhip’s refent- 
" ment againft mifs Clifford. 

Your having appeared in good humour 
the morning after the fcene at the affembly 
was neceflary for retaining your influence 

with lord Deanport, and for giving weight 

to the inuendos you threw out. Had you 
feemed difpleafed, or permitted any upbraid- 

ing expreffion to fall from you, on account 
of his attachment to mifs Clifford, the effeé& 

would have been to have made him. pay his 

court to her more affiduoufly than ever.» 

Your ladyfhip muft have obferved that no- 
thing is fo apt to make fome people adhere 

to whatever whim they take into their head 

than oppofing it. Argument, however 117012, 

ழ் 
த் =



      
    
ica. to is pernicious, the ple fare 

2 ட்கள். the எண்டன் ட they “a 

aber ein     

“guddaebiolea am fees ண never be fo ree 

“off your guard as, from heat or want of tems _ 

pers to provoke a perfon it is fo much your 

& _ intereft to manage } ? The motive to which 

"you imputed all his attentions, and the hints 

that they would be fuccefsful, flattered his 
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ee you propofed. I alfo approve of 

your abftaining, on that occafion, from all 

Fees of the lady’s wit or underftanding, be- 

_eaufe they might have: given him a {ufpicion. 

_of your having a perfonal malignity againgt _ 

the girl, and of having fome private view in 

_ making her peculiarly odious to hin. Pane- 

“gyricks of that infidious nature may be found 

expedient on fome future occafion however ; 

and, Iam convinced, will not fail of the in- 

tended effet. The difcernment with which 

you have perceived, and the fagacity with 

which you intend to repair the {mall miftake 

you committed in fhowing refentment-againft 

miufs Clifford, is moft admirable. I have not 

the leaft doubt that your former behaviour 

has piqued the damfel, and that fhe has. 

given herfelf the airs you mention, merely, to . 

vex you, and in revenge for your preferring 

mifs Moyfton. Whether the late change in — 

mifs Clifford’s behaviour. to your fon pro- 

ceeds from her being more fituck than for-- 

merly with his lordfhip's appearance, or from 
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- refentment or caprice, "it is laudable in your 

ges 

nefs of a total want of perfonal charms is apt 

ladyfhip to render the circumftance fubfer-~ 

vient to your own views, which are thofe of 

a prudent mother, anxious for the permanent im 

happinefs of her fon. 

Mifs Moyfton and mifs Clifford are as dif. 

இவன் in charaéter as in appearance; yet the 

difference in one material part of their cha- _ 

racter, very probably, has depended, in a 

great meafure, on the difference in their ap- 

_ pearance. A large proportion of prudes are 

to be found among women decidedly ugly ; 

whereas, in general, the handfome, or, which’ 

forms a greater: number, thofe who think 

themfelves fo, have a tendency to coquetry. 

We might expea& it would be fo, .even 

though we had not obferved that the truth of 

the remark is confirmed by experience. The 

confcioufnets of beauty naturally infpires gay~ : 

ity, and a defire of exciting admiration by a 

difplay of perfonal charms. “Fhe eoniciouf- 

to infpire difcontent, envy, and cenforiouf-
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nefs. From this may’ have {prung that mo= 

rofenefs and prudery which is remarked in. 

mifs Moyfton ; as well as the gaiety, verfa- 

tility, and occafional coquetry, of mifs Clif 

ford’s behaviour. But, though different in 

thofe refpeéts, each of thofe ladies is poffefted 

of attractions for a young nobleman like lord 

Deanport. What alone is defirable in the 

one, unqueftionably, is her fortune, which 

cannot be obtained otherwife than by mar= 

riage; but what attracts him in the other 

may be enjoyed without that degrading 

ceremony. I with him fuccefs in both: 

But if he is to fail in one of his objects, 

it had better be in that to which he is 

prompted by a tranfient inclination, than in 

the other, whith is founded in a paffion for 

money; a paflion of which his lordthip has த் 

already given indications, and which ge- 

nerally ftrengthens with age. : 

Your ladyfhip, with admirable Rect 

tion into the fecret fources of human con= 

duct, exprefles a fear that the pride you ob=
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ferve in mifs Clifford’s Character will prove a 

defence againft his lordfhip’s attempts ; but 

what I imagine will contribute to the fame - 

_ effect, is that {pecies of pride which belon gs 

to his own character, which is too vifible in 

his manner; and hurts the felf-love of others. 

There is a certain loftinefs in his addrefs, even 

to women, which gives the impreflion that 

he is prepoffeffed with the notion that his 

notice does them honour. There is reafon to 

dread that this will be a bar to his fuccefs 

with mifs Clifford, who, with lefs ftatelinefs, 

has the prefumption, 1 fufpect, of being as 

. proud ns! his lordfhip. It may, however, 

have the effect which your ladyfhip alfo fore- 

fees, of making her repulfe him with an ar- 

rogance which will. convert his love into 

hatred. There is no knowing how it may 

affect her. No experience of your charming 

fex, my dear lady Deanport, can enable one 

to decide how any individual woman will a&, 

on particular emergencies ; as no experience 

ef ours can make it certain how any indi-
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vidual man, who is tinder the influence of — 

love, will be affected by the fcorn or caprice ; 

of the woman he loves. 

Your ladythip juftly remarks, that any | 

woman may be caught napping; but it is alfo 

true, that fome women have a greater difpo- 

fition to be drowfy than others: and ee 

who are endowed with that pride, which you 

fufpe& to belong to the character of mifs 

Clifford, are the moft wakeful.: 

I own I do not much dread a danger, which 

you feem to apprehend might be the confe- 

quence of his victory ; namely, that, after 

being his miftrefs, fhe might perfuade him — 

to make her his wife, and retain an afcen- 

dency over him’ that would annihilate all — 

your ladyfhip’s influence. I beg leave to re- 

‘mind you of what you have often com- 

_ plained, in your fon’s difpofition, that, though 

eager to obtain whatever ftrikes his fancy, 

and miferable if he miffes it, yet, when ob- 

tained, and in his poffeffion, it directly be- 

gins to lofe its charms, and foon becomes 1s 

ay
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ட் “onde You may reft affured dae this. பம். 
_ tility is never more fudden than in the con- 

~ nection of men of that. difpofition with wo- 

amen. Favours are faid to be the food of 

7 love; yet, in my opinion, it often dies of that 

aliment. But I imagine that, on this occa- 

fion, your ladyfhip confounds the conduc of 

fuch men in their youth with what is often 

their fate in the decline of life. If at that 
period they chance to be bachelors, they are 

apt to be the flaves of mercenary miftrefles, 

_whorule them witha rod of iron. In youth 

they are eyer in fearch of variety ; in age they 

are governed by habit.—I confefs, that if 

lord Deanport was verging towards old age, 

or if his conftitution was fo broken by ex- 

~ ceffes, that he had anticipated its imbecillities, _ 

i: fhould have the fame apprehenfions with 

your ladythip, and think it probable that any 

woman who ould பவட herfelf to 

his -caprices, and bear occafional. fits-of il 

ufage, w would have. the “management of him, | 

. and finally, prevail on, him to marry her: but 

from. a woman of” ட் Clifford's character
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nothing of. that kind is to be dreaded, cither 

in his prefent ftate of health, or in that above 

fuppofed ; becaufe, in the firft cafe, the would 

foon lofe all hold of him from his natural 

ficklenefs, and, in the fecond, fhe would | 

not bear to live with him, even were he to - 

offer her marriage. 

You will obferve, that my beft hopes are 

founded on this damfel’s giving herfelf fuch 

airs as will wound his lordfhip’s vanity, and 

occafion, at leaft, a temporary breach between 

them, which your ladyfhip may then render 

irreparable. : ட் 

I have the pleafure to inform you, that ap- 

pearances in this quarter of the world are 

more favourable than ever; and I am in full 

hope that this tedious bufinefs is very near a 

conclufion : after which, you may depend on 

my abridging all ceremonies heré, that I may 

have the happinefs of waiting on yaur lady- 

fhip as foon as pofflible- 

I remain, 

Your faithful and obedient fervant, 

}. GRINDIBE
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P.S. I shall write to Townly by this 

very poft, in the ftyle your ladyfhip withes:— 

it may be of fervice. He is wonderfully 

flattered by being thought an adept in the 

fcience of. gallantry. He will boaft to my 

lord of his own fucceffes ; and perhaps fti- 

mulate him to an attempt, which, whatever 

way it ends, muft be favourable to your 

Views.
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BELFER LXI. 

Jamis GRINDILL, Ef. o Rosert Town y, Eg. 

You, my dear Townly, have, through life, 

-facrificed what is called bufinefs, and every — 

other object, to the purfuit of pleafure ; and 

no man alive is fuppofed to have been more 

faccefsful in the chace.—However ambitious 

I may have been to imitate you, T am, at pre- 

fent, as you may have learned from lord 

Deanpoit, reduced to the neceflity of facri- 

ficing the pleafure of being with thofe I love 

in town to the painful occupation. of attend- - 

ing a dying relation in Wales. 

It is to be hoped that my penance draws 

near aclofe. In the mean time, IT am going 

to write to you confidentially on a fubjeét, in 

which, from your friendthip to the earl of 

Deanport, I am perfuaded, you. will feel your 

   felf as s much interefted as Lam.
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