











g MORDAUNT.
tion of miy mother, who would rather tffat 1
had been educated £ hofne. ‘under her own
eye : but my father gave fre(iueqt, entertain-
ments, was proud of my mother’s accom-
plifhments, and feared that her attent_ion to my
education would often prevent her from ap-
pearing in thofe aflemblies, of whiéhh:c,con-
fidered her as the greateft ornament. My
mother yielded wirh regret a point Wthh fhe ‘
thought very material. £
'Theé convent in WhICh I was boarded, and
where I remained three years, had a high re-
putation. ‘Thofe nuns, towhich the educa-
tion of the boarders is peculiarly intrufted,
execute the taftk, for the moﬁ part, in a con-
fcientious manner, and to the beft of their
underflanding.  The impreflion they make
on the young mind ‘.VCI'Y often remains through
life.. This impreffion has an oppoﬁtc éﬁ‘é&,
‘according to the character of thofe on which
it 1s made. = Some it renderé fuperftitious ;
others, foon after they are introduced into fo~

ciety, on hearing fome of the notiens and
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7 pra&ices they learned at the convent turned
into ridicule, are apt to become irreligious. On
me: the nnpreﬁion was of the firft kind ; for,
at the time I was removed from the convent,
I had a great inclination to become a nun.

[Here I could not help interrupting the
marchionefs with a fudden exclamation—

¢ Good heaven ! to become a nun.”
¢ Yes, my dear,” refumed fhe, {miling :
«¢ and if at that age you had lived as long in
the fame fociety, for fome of the nuns were ex-
tremely amiable as well as pious, I make no
doubt but you would bave had the fame 1n-
clination.”’] e

Secluded from the ordinary occupations of
life, it is not furprifing that they fhould place
almoft the whole of goodnefs in the perform-
ance of religious ceremonies and devout con-
templations. Some particular ceremqnieé may
even be amufing to the fancy of a child ;. and
at any rate was, I thought, an eafy purchafe for
that eternal happinefs to be fecured by per-
formlng them, and which I was inftructed
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4 : MIORDAUNT.
would be endangercd by hvmg more at largc
* in the world: =5 & e |
An incident of a pecu'liafhature.,'; however,
induced mymother to infift with my father that
I fhould be removed from the convent fooner
than (he had agreed to: after which the compa-
ny and converfation of my mother gr,é.duallj =
diminithed' my prejudice in favour of the
convent, and I loft all defire to bea nun: but
while fhe endeavoured to efface every trace of
childith fuperftition from my mind, fhe took
e'qual.'pains to imprint f{entiments of rational
picty in their ftead. She deferibed fuperti-
ticn to mac as a weaknefs, which ﬂle.théught;
however, had not fo pernicious anzef’fcét,on.
the female charater as infidelity; the told me
that the moft profligate women fhe had ever
known were thofe'who were, or affe¢ted to :
be, infidels: fuperftition, therefore, the con-
temned, but impiety filled her with horror.
““[Lagam interrupted the marchionefs’s nar=
rative, iqymg, ¢ that, if the had no objeétion,
I had fome curiofity to know what the inci--



g

MORDAUNT. "

dent. was which dctermmed her mother to re-
move her from the cgnvent fooner than (e
- had before agreed to:’’ but thinking “that the -
heﬁtated a little, I 1mmedmte]y addcd < that
ifit was of a.femct nature, orif for any othel
reafon, the had the fmalleft fcruple to com-
r.nunicate. it, 1 bcgged the would forgive me,
and proceed.” :
<¢ Secret nature—no—it is rather of a ridi-
culous nature,” anfwered the marchionefs:
« but, fuch as it is, fince you with to know
it, yoﬁ_ thall be indulged.”]
v You can hardly form a notion, my dear
Mifs Clifford, (continued the marchionefs,) of
the ftrange incongruous ideas that may be
* uni"ted in the brain of young perfons by cer-
tain impreflions, and by the ambiguity of
words. In the convent in which I was, a
young relation of mine was alfo a boarder—
about fifteen years of age, of a lively imagi-
nation, and confidered as a little {aint, on ac-
count of the animation of her geftures inipcr*
forming the ufual ceremonies of devotion,

B2



6 MORDAUNT.

and the fervour of her expreflions, when fhe
{poke on religious fubjeés. :

Sermons were occafionally preached in the
chapel adjoining to the convent. A tall,
handfome ecclefiaftic, of a majeftic appear-
ance, preached an eloquent fermon 'on the
love we owe to God. This fermon, and the
preacher, feemed to make a deep imprefiion
on the young lady: fhe was more thoughtful
than ufual, and fometimes feemed quite loft
in meditation. She told me one day, that
though fhe had always loved God, fhe was
now fenfible that the never had, in the degree
that the ought, until fhe heard the comely
ecclefiaftic’s fermon. She owned, that her
former love approached to coldnefs, when
compared with what the now felt ; that for-
merly fhe feldom bad thought of him, ex-
cept when the was at her prayers, and fome-
times not even then; but now he entirely
occupied her thoughts by day and night. :

This young lady’s mother had been for
a confiderable time in a diftant provinéc of
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France. The daughter had always men~
tioned her to me in ¢he moit affectionate
terms, sregretting the caufes which kept her
{o long abfént, and looking forward to her
return as a fource of happinefs. ;
/ My mother called one day at the convent,
and informed the young lady, that her mo-
ther, finding that fhe would be detained
{till a confiderable time in the country, and
'being impatient to fee her, was to fend a
perfon to Paris, to accompany the young
lady to the province ;—that the might there-
fore prepare for her departure within a few
daysst nin,

So far from manifefting any appearance of

" joy, as my mother expe&ed; the young lady
feemed rather affliGted at the news.

«« What! are you not happy at the
thoughts of returning fo foon to Langue-
doc ?” faid my mother.

<« No,” replied the; I would rather re-
main where I am.”

% Are you not impatient to fee.your mo-

B 4



8 MORDAUNT. ,
ther ?—1I thought you had been ":exccedingly
fond of your mother.”s :
¢ So I.am very fond of her—-—exocéﬁmgly
fond of her, that is certain: but do not ima- |
gine that I love her as I love God, for I do
love hith Gracious Heaven!”” cried the,
clafping her hands and turning up her S,
* how I do love him I’ i |
My mother, on farther inquiry, having
difcovered . the date and occafion of this vio-
lent paffion, thought proper to remove me
from the convent that very evening, and to
{end the young lady ito her parents, at Lan-
guedoc, a few days after, :
Though my mother was folicitous to lower
that {pecies of exultation on certain fubje&s,
which my fancy had acquired in the nun-
-nery, yet fhe was fenfible that every attempt
of that fort was to be managed with deli-
cacy ; for, as fhe afterwards infbrmed me, "
the bad heard a girl of twelve years of ‘age,
who after the death of her parents had been

boarded in a comvent, tell her guardlan, a
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man of piety and literature, on his wvexfi)'.laining
- fome religious articles differently from the
- fenfe in which the underﬁo‘od it; “‘that in‘ all
points  which concerned  her falvation " fhe
; Vwoﬁld ‘adhere to her own opinion ; in other
matters, of lefs importance, fthe would en-
deavour to thow due deference to his.”
If my mother had abruptly oppofed cer-
tain notions which' I carried with me from
- the conyent, and have fince _renounccd, Iam
by no means certain that I fhould not have
made fome fuch anfwer as that of this felf-
fufficient girl ; ‘and if my opmxon had been
violently attacked ~my prejudice in its favour
~ would probably have mcreafed by. mere dint
of dcf'cndmcr it. %

[Ha_vlmg again apologifed to the m_a’r'_gf;hio—
nefs for my interruption, and thanked her
for her complaxiance, the proceeded in her
narrative. ]

. _'The ftyle in which my mother lived, after
the death of my father, might have been

called retired, when compared with what it

»
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had been before : yet fhe fill cultivated a fe-
- lect circle of acquaintance.  As the was pal-
fionately fond of mufic, fhe went fometimes
to the opera, and attended private concerts
fill oftener : the alfo carried me with her,
on a few occafions, to what is properly called
the Théatre Frangaife. During my father’s
life-time fhe attended the court affiduoufly ;
- after his death the very feldom went, unlefs
on public occafions; though fhe continued
to {ee the princefs Elizabeth as often as that
virtuous prince(s, who had a great efteem for
my mother, fignified a defire that fhe thould
go to Verfailles.

As I was an only child, and heirefs to my
mother’s fortune, it will not furprife you that
I had lovers. Several gentlemen afked her per-
miffion to pay me their addreffes: none of
them interefted me ; and fhe put an end to
their fuits, one after another, without ex-
prefling either approbation or difapprobation
of my mdlﬁ"crence ‘She wifthed to obferve
how I was myfelf inclined, without interfers
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ing before it was neceffary. At laft, a man
of higher name; and emore illuftrioufly con-
ne&ted than any who had addrefled me hi-
therto, declared his paffion for me: he was
handfome, genteel in his perfon, and related
to a young lady for whom I had conceived a
friendthip. ' Though I heard his declaration
~with more fatisfaction than I had liftened to
any language of the fame kind before, yet I
Jéemed to treat it as common-place compli-
ment ; and when he was about to enforce it
with new proteftations, he was interrupted
by fome company that joined us.

I do not know why I did not inform my
mother of this ; perhaps I thought it more
becoming that /e fhould {peak to her in the
firft place ; perhaps 1 was a little afraid fhe
might not approve : the truth is, 1 did not
mention it ‘When I had an opportunity ; and
the omiffion did not proceed from forgetful-
nefs.

When he repeated his former declaration

to me, I anfwered, < that I ncver liftened
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to language of that nature from any man
without the approbatien of my mother.”

He foon found an opportunity of explain-
ing - himfelf to her. She was better ac-
quainted with this perfon’s charader than I
was, and did not at all approve of his pro-
pofal. Shé faid to him, however, ¢ that -
much would depend on myfelf, and that the
would talk to me on the fubjeét.” v

Having conftrued what I laft faid to him
as an acquiefcence, he told my mother that
he had already obtained zzy Confcnt, and now ‘
only needed hers. ,

At this my mothel exprcffed furpufe, and
repeated, that fhe would fpeak with me.

The only time 1 ever faw any thing like
referve, in my dear mother’s behaviour to- -
wards me, or any exprefiion but that. of fond-
nefs in her eyes, when direted to me,. was
when: 1 firft met her after her interview with
this man, who I fhall call by the name of
Count ; not w'ifhing' to diftinguith him more
particularly, out of regard to his' family.
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I had been Bt e/ carriage with a lady, _'
h1s rclatxon, when he Rad called on my mo-
ther. We returned together to ik
- Other company came after dinner ; {o that
fhe had no opportuﬁi-ty of {peaking with me
till all had withdrawn. e
. The alteration in my mother’s manner af-
fe@ed me fo much, that the lady faid;
<« What can be the matter with you, my
dear; yoi_l were all cheerfulnefs while we
were abroad, and now you feem quite for-
rowful 1”7 I anfwered—¢ 1 was not very
well ;” but begged the would take no notice
of it, left it fhould make my mother uneafy.

As foon as the company were gone, my

"mother withdrew to her own apartment. I
followed : niy" bed-chamber was adjoining to
hets. - She difiniffed hec maid as well as
mine, who attended to undrefs us, faying the
Would ring when fhe nceded them. :

* Burfting into tears as foon as they were
gone——<¢ Ah! my dear mother, I fear you

are difpleafed with me.”
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« Indeed, Adelaide,” faid fhe, < Iam.”
< Though convinted, from your beha-
viour, that I have done fomethmg wrong, yet
I am unconfcious what it is.”

“ Do you pretend not to be fenfible,” re-
Afumed fhe, ¢ that I have reafon to be of-
fended > ,

< ‘1 pretend nothing,” replied T; “ I be-
lieve I muft have acted improperly, but I am
not fenfible in what ; pray inform me, that I
may undo it dire&ly.”

¢ Can you perceive no impropriety in af-
{enting to the addrefles of the Count, with-
out confulting me ?” ; :

¢ I affented to nothing. On the contrary,
I told him, < That I could liften to no man’s
addrefles without your approBation.”

 Even that was a kind of implication,”
faid fhe, * that you would be pleafed with
his addrefles if I thould approve.”

¢ Was it not alfo an’implication, my dear-
eft madam, that I thould never more liften to
them if you thould #or approve 7 v sl

’ e



MORDAUNT. 15
« He might not fee that fo clearly,” the
replied. s
 ¢¢ He thall find it, however, faid 1.
¢ The Count told me that he had obtained
your confent,” continued my mother.
<« In that he told a falfehood,” faid I;
« for my anfwer was what 1 have already
mentioned, and nothing elfe.”
- % You muft be fenfible,” refumed my
mother, ¢ that your happinefs, my dear, is
the obje& neareft my heart.”
¢ 1 am fully perfuaded of it,” Ianfwered.
#¢< Do you really with, then, that I thould
confent to your being the wife of this man?”
¢ I fhall never with that you fhould con-
fent to what you do not approve.”
<« The birth of the Count, his {fplendid
connexions, his external appearance, »per—
baps, may have influenced you a little in his
favour.”
¢« If ever thofe circumftances had any in-
fluence with me in his favour, they now

weigh againft him.”
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‘¢ Becaufe,” replied 4, ¢“as it is evident you :
- do not approve of him, T am con-‘iinced that
you have fome bbjet’t‘ien which oufweighs”al_i ,
thofe advantages:?s i+ a8 '

«¢ Indeed; my dear, I have,” faid the with
fervour ; ¢ and rﬂy 6bje&ion is, -that T have
the firongeft reafon for thinking that he has
a wicked heart. Heaven forbid, that all
the rank, that all the riches, or any thing
clfe which this world can beftow, fhould
ever prevail on me to ally my child with
vice 2% : ;

‘She afterwards told me, that fhe was in-
formed of the real character of the Count;
partly from thofe who had known him from
his childhood, and partly from eertain adven-
tures of his, which the had accidentally come to
the knowledge of, though unknown to the
pu.bhc, and of which he himfelf was ignorant
that {he was acquainted? She aflured me that
he was devoid .of principle, haughty, over-

bearing, and addicted to mean company, from
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2 love of that adulatxon which fuch only can
beﬁow : .

- Of the haughtmcfs of the Count I had 2
pretty ftrong proof the following day, when
~ he called and found me alone. :

1 fignified to him, in the moft polite terms
I could, that I declined the propofal he had
done me the honour to make.

s What !” faid he, ¢ your mother dxfap-
proves of ‘me, then | B '

« I have not mentioned ty mother, fir,”
faid 1; ¢ but I have informed you of my
own fentiments.”

“ I plamly perceive;’ faid he, ﬁ'owning,

¢¢ that this comes from your mother.”

s Yet,” replied 1, piqued at his infolent
manner, ¢ I cannot {ee any thing wonderful
or unnatural in {fuppofing it to come entirely

from myfelf i
My mother entered the room at this mo-

ment—— : ; ‘
el undcrﬂoad ? faid he, ¢¢ madam, that

G TP €
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the propofal I made to you would depend on.
~ your daughter’s own dcc1ﬁon i isalboedd
s« T am happy-to find,” ﬁu& flvess ¢ that my :
daughter and I think in the fame way.” . .
“ You will permit me, madam,” '-£ai.d he,;
¢ to have fome finall doubt en that head.”’
. Pray, fir, on what is your doubt
founded _ sk ey
“ On this, madam ; that it is more pro-
bable that I may not hit the fa,n(:_y of an o/d
woman than of a young one.’

Having pronounced. this infolent fpeech

he withdrew, with an air of arrogance.
This behaviour bears more J:{efemblancc to
the manners of the rudeft people of Europe;
than to what might be expeéted from a man
of rank, in a country diftinguithed for po-
litenefs, - before all traces of politenefs, as
well as of humanity, were banithed from the
nation..* I have heard it remarked, however,
by. _féme who have had opportunities of com-
paﬁng the charatters of the-various nations .
of Europe, that though Frenchmen were more-
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pblité.than their neighbours by -ar‘t;’-yet théy"
were lefs fo by. nature, owing to an im-
petuofity of temperament, which, on the
fhadow of 'pi_"o,VO‘cétibn, makes them forget
reftraints of every kind, and hurries into im-
prudencies and difficulties, from which even
fubmiffion and adulation cannot extricate.
them. The Count furnithed an example of
this. A few days after his infolence to my
mother, he wtote her a penitential letter, ac-
knowledging the impertinence of his be-
haviour, begging her pardon in the humbleft
manner, and exprefling his hopes that fhe
would allow him to renew his addreffes, and
to endeavour to efface the bad impreffion
which his foolifh and infolent conduct muft
have made on me. : '

He alfo prevailed on fome of his relations
to plead his caufe with my mother; and
though he had every reafon to believe that,
after what had paflfed, all would be without
fuccefs, yet, when he found that we perfe=
vered in the fentiments already exprefled, he

Cc. 2
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ftormed. and raged as if it had been a frefh in-
jury. G . :
Soon after this, monfieur le marqms de M—--
was. mtroduced into the focxety my mothcr
moft frequented ‘1 had, many opportunities of
meeting and converfing with him. = He was
_endowed with every thing which could ren-r_
der him attractive to woman, except fortune :
that was precifely what I laid the leaft ftrefs
u'pop. It is not ﬁirpriﬁng', therefore, that he
made. a ftrong impreffion on my heart ; and
it was with the utmoft fatisfattion that I per-
ceived, in fpite of the pains he took to con- .
ceal it, that T had made the fame on his. On
his part, however, he had no .fufpicion of my
partiality' for him. - As I am certain, thatin
other matters monfieur de M—— has more
penetration than I can beaft, Iconclﬁde that,
in this particular bufinefs of love, women _' :
are generally quicker-fighted than men. What
. confirms me in this opinion is, that my mo-
gher difcovered not only his paﬁion for me,

but alfo my. partlahty for him, long before
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he had any idea’ of it himfelf. In confe-
quence of this obfervation,. without relying
on the favourable notion the had of him, fhe
made minute inquiry, from thofe who had
been 'vauéintcd with him from his infancy,
concerning his difpofition, temper, particular
habits, and propenﬁti?cs ; and, hﬁving re-
ceived fatxsfaé'tory information on thofe points,
the fuddenly faid to me, one forenoon, when I
was 1n a kind of reverie——«¢ Pray, Adelaide,
what do you think of monfieur de M—— ?*
As monfieur de M—— was the very man
I was thinking of, the ‘abruptnefs of this
queftion made me ftart, and afterwards blufh,
as if I had been dete@ed in a crime ; forl
knew that he was a younger brother, and had
little or no fortune; and I was by no means
convinced that my mother would put as lit-
tle ftrefs on that article as I did. 1Indeed I
had been fo much accuftomed to hear myfelf
fpoken of as an heirefs, and entitled to m@rry
“a man of fortune as well as birth, that I laid
my account with being univerfally cenfured,
3
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“if I ever fhould dxfpefe of ‘my ‘hand other-
 wife. : o

Seemg my furprxfe and confuﬁon at the
queftion, my mother refumed—¢¢ I fhould
not have thought that you would have been
at any lofs to have anfwerq"d‘ my queftion, be-
caufe every body thinks favourably of mon-
fieur de M——; and none more fo than my-
felf. 1 1hou1d be furprifed, indeed,. my dear,
to find you of a different opinion.”

In the confufiod into which my niothcr’s
qizef’:ion,had thrown n{e, I did not pefceive
the playful humour fhe was in; and I was
fimple enough to begin to affure her, with

_earneftnefs, that I had no reafon to think
more unfévourably of the gentleman than the
and the reft of the world did.””

ce Wéil, my dcai-,f’ faid my mother, fmil-
ing, ¢ I am glad to find that you are pot fin-
gular in this inftance : but have you any rea~
fog to belicve that he thinks very favourably

of you?‘ % % :

Though I had not the leaft doubt on the
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{ubje&, this queftion embarraffed me almoft
as much as the formtr. I anfwered, after
; heﬁtatidn, < that ‘he -never had made any
declaration of that nature to me.”

s That is not exadly an anfwer to my
q—ueﬁron, > rejoined my mother ; ¢“ however,
1 thall take it for grantcd, that you have ob-
ferved, as clearly as I have done; that al-
though he has made no declﬁration, in words,
yet he entertains the fentiments of efteem and
love for you.”

I did not know what to make of my mo-
ther’s difcourfe : rhy heart fluttered, and
my mind was bewildered between hope and
fedar. 5 5

<« But, you know,” refumed fhe, < that
monfieur de M——— 15 a younger brother,
that he has no fortune.” i

This obfervation came like a piece of ice
to my breaft. I was filent. 7

. ¢ Do not you know, my dear, that mon-
fieur de M—— has no fortune ” rcpeated fhe.
e c 4
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¢ But you feem to think,” replied I, af-
fuming cburagc_, ¢ that he has cvery other
good quality.” ' LG

¢ They would not be fufficient to fcreen you
from a thoufand mortifications and diftreffes ;
unlefs,” added my mother, fecing' me turn
pale, ¢ unlefs you had that neceffary article,
in which alone he is deficient ; but, as you
are fufficiently provided in that, if you have
as high an opinion of him as I have, you

: thall have my confent to liften to his addreffes,
and to givcv him the anfwer your heart dic<
tates.’

1 theots myfelf into my mother s arms with
all: the rapture of filial fondnefs and grati-
tude. e o '

[Hcré I could not help interrupting the
marchionefs with the exclamation—¢ What
a delightful woman has your mother been !”?]

*“ Ah! Mufs Clifford, fhe was an angel,”
cried the—: My guardian angel, affuredly.—
But, heayenly powers ! where was hers, when
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=— O let me not think on that drcadful
' fcene !” 5 ' ‘
The marchionefs continued fhedding tears,
and unable to proceed for a cOnﬁdgrablc time.
I did not interrupt her. She at length dried
“her eyes, faying, “ Why do I lament the fate
of one'in heaven ?”” And, after another paufe,
during which fhe feemed loft in refleCtion,
the exclaimed, # O what mifery has my poor
cou‘rvltry‘.endured ! .France is a real purgatory.
What many of the inhabitants have fuffered
in this world will be confidered, I hope, as
expiatory in the next.” Then, fixing me,
fhe added —¢¢ But the Enghfh do not believe
in-purgatory ?”’
¢ Some of them do,” I anfwered ¢¢ others
do not.’ | :
¢ Why do they not all believe it ?’ refumed
fhe. * I am furprifed, my dear Mifs Clif-
ford, that you do not.—What reafon have you
for doubting 1t ?”’ : _
o Nay my dear madam, : rephcd T 54 4t
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rather falls on you to declare what reafon you
have for believing it.” ' ! '
.« What reafon !—what reafon! You can-
not imagine,” refumed fhe, ¢ that I am deep
read in controverfy; but T think it a fufficient
reafon for my believing the doétriné of pur~-
gatory, that the vaft majority of the moft fe-
rious and refpectable people whom I have -
known fince my infancy, and with whom I
have converfed in the courfe of my life, be~ .
lieve 1t.”

¢ Is that a good reafon ?” faid I.

¢ Upon my word I think fo, for an igno=
rant perfon like me,”” replied fhe. :
“ Why then are you furprifed that I do
~ not believe the doétrine of purgatory, my dear
 marchionefs ?”’ .

“ How do you mean? - I do not underftand
you,” faid fhe. :

¢ I declare,” refumed I, ¢ that I am not
more deeply read in controverfy than you ;
but that the vaft majority of the moft ferious
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;'_v:»; ‘refpectable People whom I have known

fince my infancy, and® with whom I have
converfed, do not believe the dorine of pur-
gatory.”’

<« Well,” replied fhe, fmiling, « I per-
ceive you think that you have brought the
foundation of our. faiths to a level; but you-
forget that our church, which afferts the doc-
trine in queftion, is by far the moft ancient.”

¢ Forgive me, I do not forget that,” faid
I: < but I alfo remember to have heard cer-
tain members of ox7 church obferve, that to
affért is one thing, and to prove is another.”

< Does your church,” rejoined the mar-
chionefs, ¢ affert nothing but what it proves?”

-I was relieved from anfwering this queftion
by the maid entering with tea : and, after fhe
withdrew, the marchionefs, inftead of repeat-.
ing it, ‘obferved,‘ ¢¢ that we had been led, fhe
~did not know how, into a very {ingular dif-
cuffion for two women.”

¢« We have at leatt difcovered,” refamed I,
“¢ the origin of moft people’s religious belief,
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“as well as our own ; that, however different
or oppofite they may be, they proceed
from the fame caufe, and therefore ought?not

to be a fource of hatred or perfecution.”

The marchione(s agreed very readily to the
inference; but infifted, that though the.
foundation was ge nerallv lald in the fame
manner, yet the ground on Whlch fome reli-
gions ftood, and the materials of which they
were compofed, might be more folid and
more genuine than thofe of others; and that
which had ftood the longeft, in fpite of a
thoufand ftorms and tempefts, was, in her
opinion, the moft {ecure.” |

To this I made no anfier; but I begged
the niarchionefs to refume her narrative, which
the did in the following terfns.]

Soon after the fcene between my mother
and me, which I'have already deferibed, mon-
fiear de M—— paid his addreffes, and the
céremony of our marriage followed at no
great diftance of time.

The happinefs which we en_]oyed durmg
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 the fhort period in which we 11ved together,
& 1mag1ne, has been feldom equalled and ne-
ver furpaﬁ'ed, in this world. One fource of

, enjoymcnt to us both was to be witnefles to
the fatisfaction of my mother, who, delighted
W1th the manner in which fhe faw us live to-
gether, thanked Heaven every day, that, in
her daughter’s marriage, the had paid more
attcntxon to the charaéter than the fortune of
‘her hufband.—¢¢ Ah! my Adelaide,” would
fhie fometimes fay, on contemplating the mu-
tual é{’ceem and affeGion that exifted betwecn
us, “ what a poof compenfation would any
quantity of additional wealth be to you for
. having miffed the felicity you now enjoy !”

. The happy péri‘o‘d'l fpeak of was imme-
diately previous to the revolution. Monfieur
de M—— is a man of Bencvolence, a lover of
' juftice, and one who feels a firong fentiment
“of mdlgnatlon at every a& of oppreffion. He
was fenfible of certain abufes in government,
and often rcgretted the fuffet_'mgs of the poor,

particularly the peafantry, who were more
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expofed than others to oppreﬁxon, and whofe -
comforts, when they tafte them, depended, in
his opinion, more on the generofity of their
lords than on“the protection ef the laws.
Notwithftanding the rank to which he was
born, and that his expectations in life had been
founded on court-favour, he faw the begin-
nings of the revolution with'fatisfaétion,:from
the hopes that fuch reformation would be
adopted as would equally tend to the fafety of
the monarchv and the happinefs of the peo-
ple. He fcon, however, began to be alarmed
at the violence of fome of the popular lead-
ers, and was every day more thocked at their
proceedings. In the progrefs of events, many
of his friends; and fome of his relations, emi=
grated : they wrote, urging him to the fame "
meafure. It was even flated, that his not
joining thofe of his countrymen, who were
affembling at Coblentz, Would be conftrued
into dlﬂoyalty or timidity. : :
He fpoke to me on the fubject. For my /
~part, Thad never thought on politics or go-
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vérnment in. my life 5 thcy were topics I
abhorred at that partxcqlar time more than
ever, becaufe of the everlafting difcuflions I
had for fome time heard, in all companies,
upon them. When my hufband approved of
the revolution I adopted his fentiments, be-
caufe they were his, being fully perfuaded
that he was a better judge than I. When he
on ] changed mine, for the
fame reafon I had before adopted it. Subfe-

quent events have well Lonfirmed me in my

new way of thinking:
Seeing the king and the royal family aban-
doned by the greater part of the nobility, who
had fled from France, and willing to believe
that {fomething might be ftill done, within the
kingdom, in fupport of the monarchy, my
hufband was unwilling to emigrate. He re-
- ceived many reproaching letters from his re-
lations; on that account. As if the lofs of
‘rank and fortune, with the neceflity of feek-
~ing refuge and prote@ion from ftrangers, was
not calamity enough to the emigrants from
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my unhappy country, they augment the bit-
ternefs of their own, condition by reciprocal
- animofities. . The declared enemies of the
emigrants have not treated the whole clafs
with lefs candor r,tl-lan_ the different deforip=
tions of them have done each other.

Unable any longer to refift the folicitations
of fome of his friends, my hufband determined
to withdraw from F ranqé, and join the army
under the command of the prince of Condé.
I had obferved him®for fome days uncom-
monly thoughtful ; but as I knew that he
concealed nothing from me that he did not
think improper to be communicafcd,- though'
I was extremely uneafy on account of his
- prefent referve, I abftained from all i [inquiries,
and betrayed no fymptom of curiofity to know
what he feemed inclined to keep me 1gno-
‘rant of.

He at laft faxd to me one day, after a prctty
Iong filence, and after feveral fighs which he
endeavoured in vain to fupprefs—< When
you magried a foldier, my dear Adelaide, you
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h‘t 1laid your acceunt wn:h oecaﬁonalv'

fep ran@n, when the vm.cc of h@mour, or thc ;
l;’&mrcs of his pr@feﬁi&m called him from you.” '
I toek _hlldw of lm hand but was unable to

He then proceeded to acquamt me with
: xhe rcfolunon he had formed ; that it was in,
cenfequen@e of thc advxcc of his friends, and
ol very ferious rcﬁe&wn on his own part, that
in ﬁghtmg under the banners ‘of the prince
. of Condé, in the. prefcf{t caufe, he thought
hc was ferving not on}y hxs ang, but his
ebunﬂy : :

-3 wal not attempt to defcribe what paffed
from this time until Ius departure: I muft
onlyrmform you that my mother was in ill
¢ health at that period; fo that it would have
_been cruel in me to have feparated myfelf
; from ,her had it been m; ¥ mchnanon

CItis alfo neCeffary ¢hat I fhould inform you
that the Count wasa relation of the archbithop
of Sens ; , that, durmg the agitations in France,
for fome time beforc the revolution. aCtually

VOL. T1. e D
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began, and partxcularly while the archbxﬁmpr
was pnme-mmlﬁ;er, the Count was one of the
moft furious againft any kmd ef cancefiion on
the part of government or the leaft redrefs of
any of the gnevances complamed of : at that :
time he expected power and eminent fitua~
tions, from a confirmation of the. old nyﬂ:em,
w1th all its abufes. He declared that hothihg
oucht to be granted to the canaille ; and he
‘confidered nine- tenths of the . natmn as Vca-
natlle. : : :
After the archblfhop was obhgcd to qult
the helm, the Count began to change his lan- ‘
guage.  This alteration was more and moré
remarkable in the progrefs of the revolution,
until at laft the change; was {o cdnip_lete,_?that_
' thofe whom he had formerly ﬁigmat-ilfed; i
canaille he now diftin guifhed by the title of pe’z}_
ple fouverain. He altered his drefs as well as his
language, and affumed in both the ﬂ:yle of the
:'—%"f-ciz!ottes became a declaimer in the Ja—,
cobme fociety, and cultxvated the acquamt—
ance of one Collot dHerbois, who, from a




ég,?ﬁl ablel comedlan, now affe&ed the"ﬁtonev

ot a~d1ﬁhteref’ced patrlot and has ﬁnce renderd

i @d hlS obfcure nam

: 1nf%lmous by crimes of
the deepeﬂ: die. By this fellow the Count
"'t'roduced to the good graces of Robe-'

] plerf‘e.t' :

Though every kmd of proﬁxgacy mlght be

j expe&ed m a chara&er fuch as I have repre-

fented the Count s, yet you, my dear: Mifs
Cllﬁ?md ‘who are of 2 country wheré, as I
have been told, nothmg of the fame nature
éver takcs phce,‘muﬂ: be furpmfed at fuch
barefaced ‘apoftacy in polmcs x hough an
eﬁ'entxal change of circumftances certamly will
Ju{hfy an alteration of condué’c, yet, in his va-

rmtlons, if 2 man always veers to the party in

power, his real motlve will be clearly {een ;

and in England fuch a man would be de-

‘ fpred however elevated the ﬁtuatxon in which

he rmght be placed 1t was not o at this
time in France : to. fuch a helght had this’
fpecxe‘s '?%ngoﬂlgacy attamed that no incon-
ﬁﬂency ol" this nature wAs thoucrht dxigrace-

D2'
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¢ enly a fcw Weeks ﬁle poﬁtlvely mﬁﬁed

' era my remaming W1th :m intimate friend of
hcrs, a moft armablc worman, the countefs of
'B--—— who invited me to refide with her at
f Autxeul o vﬂlagc near Paris, until her re-
At Havré my mother hcard the firft dctaxl
' _.of tranfa&mns, thc horror of which it was not
in the _power of rumour to exaggerate. She
was of uncommon fenfibility, and fubject to
NETvous complamts s the was feized with re-
_ ‘bpeatcd fits of 2 convulfive nature ; even when
: Ihe had rccovercd from thefe, her mmd con-
tmued unufually agitated. . Hearing of an
: Enghfh veflcl about to fail, without acquaint-
_ing any ther_ perfon, attended by her maid
Ao'nl'y,‘ the took her paflage; and the countefs
of B—— knew nothing of her departure till
_fhe received a letter from the maid, dated
vv_.vaortfmouth My mother herfclf was ble
to wiite, She was for fome time attend
a phyﬁman there.  An Englith noblem;
. thc hlghcﬁ rank, Whofe country rcﬁdcrc¢ is
D 3
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_rabated ‘as an ‘attempt  of Enameful

pﬂrtlalxty to a perfon of quahty, which none
.béut arlfcocrats and royallﬁs could make. ifr'
Pams, however, were taken pnvate]y ‘to

‘ ;’explam the cxrcumﬂ:ances of the cafe to cer-
taix'i'leadmg men of the Gironde party ; one
of whom renewed the propofal when the
~ convention were in a lefs malignant humour.
He began by faymg, that < he withed to
 make a ‘motion, which, if it was not carried,
would materlally injure many worthy patriots
and virtuous fans-culottes, who were in fimi-
lar or lefs favourable circumftances than thoife
-Qf the pérfbn in whofe behalf he was about
fitp implore the juftice of the convention; for
he knew that they were no} refpecters of per-
fons in the diftribution of juftice; but, in
conformity to the motto of égalité, which
_they had ‘a'doriied ‘would ufe the fame weight
and meafure to all defcriptions of people.””

BAfter a few circuitous flourifhes of thxj
kmd ‘before he difcovered his' obje&, he re-
; capltulated the cxrcumﬁances of my mother 8
D 4
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th‘&t ancc has produced fince the days of
*;}@and’ﬁ‘fc. el e Do

< Ah the moﬂ dreadful ﬁtufttxons, furrounded
by all that C@uld appal er deprefs ‘the human
 ‘mind, ancient or medern annals exhibit no-
thmg furpafling the firmnefs and heroic eleva-
‘tion of foul With which madame Roland and
- the aftonithing Charlotte Cordé met death.
The ‘united energy of Robefpierre and
Danton had overturned the party of the Gi-
“ronde ;. and thofe two traitors were at the
head of the atrociou$ gang who domineered
over my unhappy country. Each withed to
be ,thc: '-‘fufiréme ruler ; which neither could
be, without the ‘death of the other ; of courie,
- each meditated the deftruction of his affociate.
.« Their reciprocal enmity became more and
" more '~,apparént; and »men. began to arrange
v :them.fclveé‘?{md’er thofe two chiefs, in expec-
- tation of the cont_éﬁ which foon a;ftcr took
place. i : :
~ Camille Defmouhns, whofc name you muft

- have heard, as one of the carlieft promoters
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of the commotions in Paris, was an acquamt-
ance of the Count Defmoulms Wa& al(o a

vvrxte1 in favour of the revolutla

e mvem of:
pleafantry runs through his Works, ‘which
might have been agreeable on any other {ub-
ject; but all kind of }ocularltY appears hi-
deous, amidft: fc_er_xes of atrocity and murder.
The Céunt had been confined above a m’o‘ﬁth- :
on account of ill health, to a villa belongmg'
to him in the nexghbourhood of Paris.
Defmoulins vifited him oftener than ufua] ;
becaufe he was then in low {pirits, and de- -
prived af other entertainment. Dcfmoulms
was parnculally attached, at this tlme, to.
the facton of Danton. He convinced the
Count that Robefpierre had difgufted the moft
powerful friends of the republic ; that he was
lofing his popularity daily ; that'he would be
Temoved foén; and that Danton would be all- .
powerful. = : A : ‘
WIth {fuch unprefﬁons, the Count became
extremely vexed that he thould be'conﬁdered
as the partifan of a man fo nearfﬁis:fa»ll; and
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equ a.l}y anxious to declare himfelf the ‘@—mnd :
of one ‘nﬁng to fuprcme. power, he wifhed to
have the merit of declaring for the latter be-

fore that event fhould take .place s for which
j Iéurp_@[g ;h‘c:jwrote the following epiftle, which
he. iintended to give to Defmoulins at his next
; y;ﬁt, that he might deliver it to Danton.

e C:TIZEN ‘DanToN,
ies _«_,I HAVE for fome time viewed, with the
- utmoft concern, the dangers to which the re-
public is expofed, by the execrable conduct
- of a madman. I know no perfon fo able to
fecure to the nation all the advantages ex-
pected from the revolution as he who planned
the viGory on the glorious 10th of Auguft,
and the decifive tranfations in the beginning
of September following. Your patriotifm,
and the energy of your charater, fix the
hopes of all enlightened Frenchmen on you :
from you they expect a. termination of the
prefent diforders, and of the power of a fu-

rious tyrant. The fooner you adopt meafures

p {
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own part, he had fa}mys*fmd as mf"? ref'pe&' ;
for Robefpierre as "for"anton” “and tha?t, aft-‘)
et what he had juft heard ‘he cmﬂﬁ not help
having a great deal more : that the letter hc”
had intended for Danton would ’do for Robef=

pierré—that he would not need téf-éhéhge a

fingle fentence, but merely put it under a
new cover, with a new addrefs ; and he beg= i
ged of his friend to deliver it the very next
day: only it would be firft of all ne¢efrary to
crafe the name Danton at the top, and fub- :
ftitute that of Robefpierre.” BEIEET
Collot d'Herbois objeéted to the eraﬁlre,
’faymg, ~¢¢it would have an aukward appear~
ance if obferved, and might create ﬁzfpicioxj o
he therefore  prevailed on the Count to write
the letter anew, and to addrefs it to Citizen
Maximilian Robefpierre, and not fimply to Citi-
zen Robefpierre. ¢ Great men,” added Collot
~ d’Herbois, “are fubje& to weaknefles as well
as Jittle men; and Robefpierre himfelf, though
entirely free from many of the weaknefles of

humanity, certainly does feel fomething ﬂ;t- ‘
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as accufed, and about to be profecuted by

- the. Glrénde TR

Robefplcrre fmm .this perlod was,_all-
powerful the dreadful ufe he made of his
power. all the Wo:ld knoWs My mother and
I hved in great privacy, hardly ever going

‘out: of the houfe, and receiving few or no

‘ company. Melancnoly and deje&ed through

the day, our fhort flumbers mterruptcd m the
mght by the found of the drum and alarm-
bell ; ; afraid to afk the news in the morning,
left we fhould hear of the arreftment of fome
friend‘_'onrvrcla_tion, and fhocked with the ac-

counts we daily received of frefth. viétims

~of cruelty, fhe determined, at length, to

withdraw from Paris, and endeavour to

find ‘:tranguillit’y in a diftant province of

France.

She appl ed for paflports with this inten-

tlon s=every thing was prepared for our jour-

- mey. . The . paflports were poftponed,.on I

-

do not remember what pretence. We were
at laft affured that they would be.delivered

VOL. 11 E
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the following morning, and on that affurance -
went to bed in more Q,ompofurc of mmd t_han

ufual. T pr 1 el ;

About two hours before our common hour
of nﬁng, we were alarmed bya loud knock-
ing at the gate of the hotel. Two muni-
cipal officers were adm;tted and a party of
natiomal guards remained i in the court.

As foon as my mother was drefled, and
could go into the room in which the two of-
. ficers waited, one of them prefented an order
for feiﬁﬁg'her papers, and carrying her to
one of thofe houfes of confinement, of ivhiclrl
there were many at that time m Paris; and
all over France. | : :

The number of my. mother’s fnends and ac~
quaintance who were in this fituation had fug-
gefted precaution, and prevented her from be-
ing entirely unprepared for this cruel incident:
{he had nothing to dread, therefore, with re-
gard to the examination of her papers. The
officer informed her, _;hat fthe was ordered

into cohfinement only as a perfon {ufpeéted 5
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‘that the crder did not extend to me. This in-
'tc:lhgence a&ed‘on her as a cord1a1 : it evi-
dently raifed hcr:-fpirits, and removed great part
of her alarm. The daily executions, and other -
i]u'oékin'g-occu-rrehées, had produced an extra-
ordinary change on my mother’s conftitution:
it had familiarifed her with the idea of death,
and greatly diminithed that nervous fenfibi-
lity to which fhe had formerly been {ubject.
- Her own perfonal danger affected her little ;
but, whatever threatened me, ftill gave her
alarm.

I begged of the officer that I mi;;ht be my
mother’s companion in prifon: the man at
firft objetted.

I funk on my knees, feifed his hand, and
intreated that I might not be feparated from
my mothcr. 7

She was hurt at this; and faid, with the
tone of indignation—¢ Rife, my deughters;.
though we are unfortunate, let us not be
abjet.”” :
2B repeated my requeft to the officer, the

o
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it upon him to ‘indulge us.”’
Without paying attention to What my mo-
ther had faid, T prefied the man’s hand to my
lips with a heart overflowing with grati-
tude. ' A
Notwithftanding her having at Hrit deter—
mined otherwife, fecing the ftate of my mind,
fhe joined in“the requeft, and we Wére‘_con-
duéted to.the place deftined for 6ur confine-
ment. . ; :
- [T will not hurt your fenﬁbﬂ'ity, m‘y,'déaﬁj
mifs Clifford, by a defcription of this houfe
of forrow, or of any of the many affeéting
fcenes T witneffed there ; but I:Wﬂl gi’ve’you»
: fome account of a kind of examination which
took place about three "mcﬁth‘s after ‘my mo-
ther was' confined, becaufe i't?p'rofve's" how
completely fhe was cured of her conftitus
tional ti f;dify,‘by'é,contmued contemplation
of ‘certain <objects; the leaft glance of which
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‘ ~would ,former}yi.have thrown her into con-
vulﬁons] i :

- We were at breakfaﬂ: one mornmg, when
‘my mother was fummoned to appear before
: tht:égcémmi,iﬁbner@ who had arrived at the
place of our confinement, authorifed to exa-
“mine the prifoners, and report. to a com-
mifttee. se '

I became palé, and was ready to faint.—
¢ What is there élarming,in this, my dear?”’
faid my mother; it is what we have long
expetted, and even wifhed. What I had
moft to fear was,'lcﬁ the circumﬁanceé of
my cafe would never have been examined
into.”’

At my earneft requeft, 1 was pcrmitted to
accompany my mother. We were conducted
- into a lasge room, where the three com-
miflioners fat at the head of a table. L wasa
good deal (urprifed when I recognifed, in one
of them, the pérfon who had taught me to
dance. This tended to diminifh my terror :
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 for, although I had heard that the man had?v '
become a furious patl‘mt,, ‘and. knew that he .
was much of a coxcomb, et 1 aifo knew:
that he had a very benevolent heart. '

' He that was the chief of this commlﬂion, .
with lefs levity, had all the abfurdity of the
dancing-mafter, and was the complete dupe
of the hypocmfy and of the falfehoods at thisir
time propagated by Robefpierre. :

The man began the examination by ex-
preﬁing concern at the caufe of my mothcr s
conﬁnement ' :

She thanked him, adding, ¢ that fhe was
concerned at the effet; but that fhc had not
vet been informed of the caufe.”

56 f thoughf you' had been told, citizen,”
replied he, ¢ that you were under fufplmon ”
of being a fufpected perfon.” , ‘

“ I was fo, citizen,” replxed the; “butl.
never have been told what I axﬂ under the
fufpicion of being fufpected of.” :

£ Tp be fufpe&ed,ls fuﬂiment 2 fald he ;
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"'f"'a;n'd_;a“ll'who are in ‘that predicament are un-
“der confinement as muc‘h‘ as you ; fo you have
_no reafon to complam. i 4
< [ fhould have been glad to hear that I
' was the only innocent perfon in France in
this ﬁtuatlon, rephed my mother; {o that
what you have told me can be no alleviation

of my fﬁﬁ'ermgs..
@ Ygur*conﬁncment'wﬂl not be of long
£ "_dui'a:ti'on,” faid the dancing-mafter.
~ ‘e 1 indulged that hope when I was farft
Viarreﬁ'ed the replied ; ¢ but I now have
been detained here three months, without
any crime having been alleged againit me.”
‘-‘jou were erafed from the lift of emi-~
gbrants by the Girondifts,” faid the com-
miffioner, '
<« T could not have been erafed by any
other,” replied the, * as they were the per-
{ons in power at that time.’
& Your conneétion with - that fa&xon,
liOWEVGr,’ creates fufpicion againft you.”
¢ [ had no conne&ion with them ; nor
E 4 :
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did I e{:er fee any iaf—*the'm— -ammw fum

mittees.’

i | know that to be exaé’dy fo,” {aid the
dancing-mafler ; and I have good reafon for
behcvmg that fhe had a ﬁnccre hatred agami’c

~ Briffot, Genfonnet, Kerfamt, and the other
InornBErE that committee, previous to ‘the
time they ftruck her from the Tift of emi- -
grants ; but you very well know brother,
that ‘it is difficult to retain hatred agamﬁ:
thofe who 'do you a'good office, even: al—r
though they thould be bad men.” ,
** T know no fuch.tmn‘g, brother,” replied
the chief commiffioner.—<¢ Nq;aé‘c of kind-
nefs tormyfelf or friends would prevent mti:v
from abhorﬁi}g thefe whb pérfofmed ads of
public mifchief,” |

¢ 1 can affure you,” refumed -my mother,
#¢-that no perfonr could more’ fincerely ‘abhor

he public mifchief performed by the.Girond-
its than Tdid.” '

56 You having bepn eran:d by them, how-
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ever,was ﬁﬁlucky, and will be of no fervice
to you now,” faids the chief commiffioner.
% Tt ought at leaft to do me’ no harm,”

: -faid the.

RS Thc Girondifts were all tmxtors, tige.
fumed thc commlﬂioner.

¢¢ I am forry for 1t, fald.m.y ‘mother.

< What ! -forry for the Girondifts.”

<« T am forgg they were traitors.”

SRty s reafon, citizen,” faid the firft
cdmmiﬁion’ef; ¢ for it 1s a very dangerous
thing, citizen, to have had traitors for your
friends.” . | 7

¢ It ought not; fince it is cleaf that I had
no fhare in their treafon.” -
¢ Do you not know that thofe traitors, the
Girondifts, intended to reftore monarchy "
«¢ No,” replied fhe; I really do not
know it.” |
“ No!” exclaimed he—¢ Why all France
~ knows it.” .

¢ Since that was their intention,” rejoined
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obje&.” e
Pk They were forced mto that meafure,
faid he, *“ and can claim little merit from it.”"
“« YV ery little, indeed,”” added my mother. x
¢ But their defign was afterwards apparent,
by the various attempts they made to fave the ¢
tyrant.” S
“ Tyrant " exclaimed my mother throw-
ing her eyes upwards. ; 3
“ Yes,” re-echoed the comniiﬁior’ief,y"; 2
bloody tyrant! who gave pofitive ofder;:' to
the Swifs to flaughter the mnocent cmzens
on the 10th of Auguft.” S
¢ The fame Girondifts, > ‘continued 'h‘e,
* were equally difpofed to have faved the life
of the queen, who was of 2 more bloo’djr and
tyrannical difpofition, if poﬁible, than Capet
himfelf.”
“ They were both very "'bloody—m'iride.d
tyrants, that is clear,” rejoined the other com~
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‘ _mxﬁioner, who had not before fpoken, thak-
_‘mg his head and lookings to his brother. :
e And the prmcefs Elizabeth!” cxclalmcd

_ _my mothcr——-“ the was alfo a bloody-minded
' tyrant—Was the not ?”’

The commifiioner Pcarcd

o Or what was her crime?” refumed my
mother, with an animation of look approach-
ing to Wlldncfs

The commlﬁioncr 1ookcd firft at one, then

at thc other, of his brethren.

He Who had fpoken laft faid that 5¢ Filion =
be;__th ; Was certainly fufpeted of being an.
'en‘emiy, to the revolution.”

e She certaiﬁly was,”” added the chief com-
miffioner.” And then looking “to the danc-
ing mafter, he added— Did not you tell
me, brother, that one who attended in the
Temple informed you that he had overheard
her praying very fervently;, and that her
Prayérs were anti-revolutionary ?”

- It was you that faid they were anti-

revolutionary,” replied the dancing-mafter.—
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“ I only told you that theuman had fa;d ﬂle ,
was overheard praysmg fﬁ ‘;.thc rgﬂrmm‘mz cf ;

the king’s encmres. ;

- The two commlﬁxoncrs looked at each
other w1thout fpeakmg : : ;

The perfon who fat at thc bottom of thc
table, and ated as clerl«. had formerly been
a prieff; and’ had dif’cmgmﬂ]ed himfelf. as a
cafuift : he now opened his moufh for the firft !
time, and {aid, ymth a folemn tone, < By 7e-
Jormation the meant deflruction.” - - :

““ Ay, fhe certainly meant deftruétion,”
rejoined the firft commiffioner.

¢ And if the prayer thould ever be grant—
ed,”’ refumed the clerk, ¢ it is more likely to
be accordin.g to the meaning than the expref
fion of the petition.” o P

¢ Moft afluredly,”. faid thé chief com-
miflioner. s - :

¢ And you willsbe pleafed ‘to obferve,”
added: the clerk, ¢ that fuch prayers being
granted, according to the meaning ofthe pe-

titioner; involves the deitr ucfhon of the repub-—
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i “:;’beﬂ: defenders “would, atcordiﬁ’g to
'her"prayer, ‘be ‘cut off like the great Marat ;

for, bv‘the kmg s enemies, {he muft have un=

-doubtedly meant Robefpierre, and many other

patrmts, A1 pe1 fectly known to him to whom

- Yy

the pray'ers were addreﬁ'ed
ec Moit aﬁhredly,” repeatﬂd the commlf-

; ﬁoner.

<<kt follo’vvs-,[ therefore, as a neceffary con-

fequence, that the princefs Elizabeth’s prayers

|- were anti-revolutionary,’’* continued the ca-

- fuift;” « and might have been the caufe of

. overfetting the revelution : and to overfet the

revolution by dint of prayers is juft as trea-
{onable as By ‘any other’ means: for; when
the revolution is overfet, where is the di ft
ence £’
» S -

w¢¢-None ! none 1” e::cLzmcl the commif=
fioper. .

«c “That bemo the caie, > faid  the clerk,
G *I’t" is clear ‘that the pranPfs Elizabeth was
a bloody*-*mmdcd tyrant, and merited death.]

e Ah tithe moniter,” faid my mother.
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‘The dancmg-maﬁer was the Gnlyv one..;gfi :
the commiffioners who heard thls expréﬁioﬁ,
which was almoft drowned by a p‘rofound

figh, and by my mother’s burihng mto tears
as the uttered 1t., A R B ;

This man underftood fome of her anfwers
better than his brethren, and had been uneafy :
during the examination,,_le'{t the thould fay
fomething that would increafe the danger of
her fituation : to prevent which Le rofe, fay-
ing ¢ that the prifoner feemed indifpofed, and

that he imagined no other queftions: needed
be put to her.” The other commiffioners
acquiefced. My mother and I withdrew.
When we were alone the gave vent to the in-
dignation the had with difficulty fuppreffed
during the examination.

My mother became thCltOLlSlCﬁ: the con-
ftant confinement fhould affeé my health ¢
and as my unwillingnefsio leave her hinder-
ed me from availing myfelf of the permiffion
I had of going abroad fo often as I might, the
contrived to give me little commiffions,which -



Zfrcﬁh an‘ and thc cxcrcxfc Onc day {he found,
: A'a pretext» far,_fendma me as far as the vﬂlage

; ﬁ h@ufe Whlch your countryman, ‘the
' Lcexebmted Dr FranLhn, had formerly inha~
 bited. | :
: Dunng my abfence, the Count, for the firft .

o IS

__umﬁ%.ﬁng;éj:_(,hcr confinement, called on my
mothcx. ‘He affcé’_ged great concern, and ex-
| éreﬁ;ed; thé_-‘mof’c ardent wifh to have it in his
: powcr to ferve her; hinted that her greateft
‘_da_n:gcr .__pi-:occcded from an _idea. that fhe bad

been .intimite}y‘QOnne&ed with, and favoured

,By.;:,fthe.Girqndc party ; that he had been
ufing all his influence with the committee of

-Public Safety to prevent the effedt of that
id.»ca__; 2nd that he was not without hopes of
Tﬁccéedixig. She heard him with coldnefs,
and ¢xpreﬁed her thanks with referve, becaufe
the wds ill able to diffemble, and ftrongly f{u-
fpected his proféfﬁons. of good-will. -
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- He then faid, <*:that," Lmdepcndcnt of her
conneé‘uon Wlth an ‘odww&& faét&on, ancthar-

circumitance prc_]‘udlccd . her cau-fe ftill more
" in the minds of the men at prefent ‘in'p,qyy‘gi: 3
and, he Was"v‘efv forry to add, might, if not
renroved endanger her life ; and tgat ‘was her
daughter’s being ‘the. wife, not only” of an
emigrant, but of one who ferved under the
prince of Condé.” ’ |

« Tt feems quite unneceflary to remind me.
of thofe circumiftances,” jfaid. my mother,
¢ fince they cannot be altered. _

¢ If I were not perfuaded that your influ-
ence could alter them,” refumed-hé, 4 my
tendernefs for you would have prevented my
mentioning them.” He then proc-:eeded' to
inform her, ‘< that it was, 'by the Jaws of the
republic, abfolutely impofiible for my hufband
ever to return to France without the imme-
diate lofs of his life; and that it was equally
impofiible for me to leave France without

forfeiting the fucceflion to her eftate : that
thofe two impoffibilitics rchdefed a divorcé
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v hxghly expedient ; -that divorces . thad been at

no preceding period {a eafily obtained as at
"-j._pre_f_ent ; and,” added he, ¢ to give you
~ the ‘moft c.on‘vincing proof, not only. of niy

: bcmg able to obtain your acquittal and free-
dom,' but alfo of the fincerity of my friend-

thip to you, notwithftanding my bein.g fenfi~
ble thatit\vés’by your influence alone that

what I am going to propofe failed formerly,
v'yct I now declare, that I am ftill wﬂlmg to
‘unite my family W1th yours by efpoufing your
dauOhter, as foon as a divorce can be procur-
ed from her prefent hufband.”

-« _And you expect,” faid my mother, her
eyes flathing with indignation, ¢ you expect
that 1 fhall influence tny-daughter to agree fo

{uch an execrable plan?’’

1% If yoy do not prefer remaining in pri-
d "‘fon, and - the forfeiture of your fortune,”’
" anfwered he. ' : '
el Know, wretch,”’. replied fhe, ¢ “that I
».'Wou.'l‘d prefer the guillotine "

VO F.
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KL Perhaps you may in that bc mdulged ‘

madam, ) rcpl;ed be,n and,,ru{hed vout of ,thg

\ “room

After this my mother defpaxred of obtam- £
ing her hberty, and du_i all fhe could to per-
.. fuade me to leave her to her fate. ¢ They
are determined, my dear child,” faid fhe,
* to murder me, on fome pretext or other;
perhaps, without troubling themfelves about a
pretext, they will take my life, that my
eftate may be cdnﬁfcated: You cannot pre-
vent their cruelty; but it will be a great
confolation ta me to know that you are beyond
their power ; I beg, therefore, that you will
adopt the plan T have formed for your efcape .
out of this land of horror. Iﬂ contrary to my
expectation, my life fhould be {pared, I will
find means of informing you, and we will
meet when it can be done without danger:
but it is a very great aggravation of my mi- .

fery to know that you remain in the power
of fuch barbarians.”
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- Thefe, and other arguments to the fa.me
purpofc, though often utged, did not prevail.
I fhould have confidered it as facrilegious,
and that it would put me on a footing with
the barbarians the execrated, to abandon my
mother in fuch circumftances. |

The name of the dancing-mafter who had
acted as commiffioner was Vilotte. In his
youth he had been diftinguifhed for expert=
nefs in the pra&ibal part of his profeffion :
being now fomewhat advanced in life, he va-
lued himfelf moft on the theoretical, in which
alone, he {aid, true genius confifted. He had
mventcd {everal ballets that were much ad-
mired. Had he confined his genius to his
own profefiion it would have been better for .
him : but, a little after the commencement of
our miferable revolution, he turned it to poli-
tics.  He faid * that fortune had committed
a faux-pas in making him a dancing-maﬁer 3
and hoped, as many others did, that the revo-
lution would raife him to the fituation he
thought he deferved.” He had. formerly had

F 2" 3
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iy the hlght:& refpe& for counts, marques, and :
dukes, by whofe proteétxon he had acquired a
comfortable independence : he now began to
i thxnk that the greater part of them were de~
void of talents, and unﬁt for the offices thcy
held ; and, What was f’ull a greater miftake,
he believed that he himfelf poffeffed the capa-
~ city in which they were deficient. He be-
came an admirer of that canting enthufiaft
RoBefpierre 3 he attended clubs, ﬁudie‘d: po-
: litic»al"pamphlets, and declaimed égainﬁ the
abufes of government, at the rpeetings of his
feGion. -
Moft of Vilotte’s old pro;e@:ors laughed at
- his extravagances. My mother, who had
known iﬁi‘t‘ances of his benevolence, was fo
vexed at the thought of a well-difpofed man
- rendering ‘himfelf r'idiculous,‘ that the fent for
" him, told him what fhe had heard, and gave
him fome good advice.” Previeus o this,

Vilotte, who always {poke of my mother as

" the perfon who had firft introdueed him inte

genteel bufinefs, and as his principal benefac-
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tor, often called at our hotel. ~ But, after this.
piece of advice, we {aw no more of hﬁm, .
until we were fummoned before h.im_ in thc:: :
quahtv ofa commxﬁloner : 5
It then appcarcd ‘that though my mother
had given him credit for a littlée more under-
franding than he pofTefTéd fhe had a juft opi-‘
nion of his dxfpoﬁtxon All the political mad-
nofs of his head did not fupprefs the worth of
* his heart. In the calamitous ftate we now
_were, he had many opportunities of proving
the ﬁnéerity with which he had been attached
~ to our family, and how defirous he was of
being of fervice to us. e
He found various pretexts of vifiting the
‘houfe c;f our confinement. The avowed (5b—
je of his vifits regarded fome other bufinefs 3
but he never left the houfe without {eeing ‘my
mother or vrx‘ae. By him we were afcertained
of what we had ' always fufpe@ed, that my
mother’s arreft procceded from the Comt
though he took pains to make ‘it be belicved .
that it eriginated clfcwhcre But x{( general
s EE3 '
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- the news Vilotte brought to us was of a con-

{olatory nature. - He afliduoufly endeavoured
g Mté\ raife my mo_lthéif”s {pirits, by hopes of be-
:ing in a fhort time fet at liberty ; and he ne-
| -g’ie&éd nothing that was ii1 his power to make v
good the hopes he raifed. He informed my
‘mother that fhe had lefs reafon than ever to

dread the Count’s malice, becaufe the‘chanq
el of his intereft’ with Robefpierre ws
through Collot & Herboxs, who was at that’
time abfent from Paris.

This friend of the Count was one of the
moft infamous of that infamous band whao
domineered ‘_at this time in France, and ren-.
‘dered that cou_ntfy odious through Europe.
The rich and ﬂqurifhing\town of Lyons has
par;cicular reafon fo excerate this Collot d"Hcr:._
bois, and his fellow commiffioner Couthon.
I have feen both thefe mifcreants.” No two.
‘men could be more unlike in pérfon and

countenance, none more concremal mfancour
and cruelty :

Thc fo» rmer had the look of mild mgentutyq
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The found of his voice:was plaintive. - He.
" had loft the ufe of ong half of his body by a
_ paralytic firoke. From the exprefﬁon of his.
countenance, from the modulation of hisvoice,
from that f{ympathy Wit‘h‘ affliGion w-h_iéh '
‘people in high profperity and vigorous health
are too dﬁ:e‘n devoid of, and which fellow-
{querer-s.,zire fuppofed to have in an eminent
dégree, Couthon was the x_ﬁan, among ten
' thoufand, to whom a perfon under the préf- :
fure of n;isfoftun’es would have applied for re~ -
. lief: the moft robuft favage that ever was
habituated to flaughter, the moft callous in-
qui_ﬁt'of that »CAVCI‘- queftioned Eh under the
agonies of torture, was not more Blood—thir[’cy :

- and more unrelentmg than Couthon.

There was nothing that could miflead the
» judgment in the outward appearance of Collot
d’Herbois—all his deceit lay in his heart. His :
countenance was ﬁ"ightful; ' Ch'ildren {hut
their eyes, and fcreamed at the fight of this
man. His head fuitained a frightful exube-

rance of bufhy hair, blackjas tar, j(fﬁd {tiff as
, F 4
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the ‘briftles of a hog; his cofﬁplexion was -
c‘adav'arous;. his _featufes.haggard:; “his Veyés £
fanguine: he looked very much like a villain
- and murderer; and he was 2 much greater
: v1lla1n and murderer than he losked:like e ins
It is wonderful that onc fhould have c'ver‘ '
thought of being an a&or who difgraced the ¢
profeﬁion by his looks, by his chara&er, and
by his want of tdlent ‘It has been faid, that
his rancour againft the citiZens of Lyohs ori-
ginated from their having had-the good tafte
to hifs him as'often as he appeared on their |
frage.  Be that as it may, the barbarities ex-
ercifed on the inhabitants “of that devotcd ’
city by Couthon and Collot d’Herbois are un-
paralleled in the records of "tyranny: their
thirft of Ci‘l.fﬂqée. rendc‘féd them impatient ofg
. the flownefs of guillotines ; they pr_Oje&ed
mines _of gunpdwda to blo'wnp prifoners .by .
whole houfefuls ;" they poiﬁtéd can'non, load-
_ ed with grape-thot, to tear in pxeccs multi-~

tudes of e

ITafk fhrdcm 1y dcar Mifs Clifford, I per—
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ceive that I dlﬁrcfs you. Familiarifed cas 1
~ have been to fcenes of oppreffion and cruelty,
I-forgét that I am {peaking to an Englith
~ woman ; an ‘inhabitant of that happy c_ouhtry :
 where no fuch fcenes exift, where the powen
.of the crown is limited by the ,conttitution,
where iawdlc}ne s .fupr.eme‘, and, with 2
: commanding,voice, tells the monarch as well
as the people, Thus far fbalt thou go, and no
farther. :Such is.the account that my hufband
has often given me of Great-Britain. Iam
pleafed to believe that it is juit ; and, from
fentiments of general benevolence, as well as
in gfétitudc for the generous reception which
fo many of my unfortunate countrymen Have
met with in this ifland, I do moft fincerely
with it may long continue.

I have been led aftray by the mention of:
thofe two moniters. They had returned from
their bloody expedition a confiderable time
before my mother’s examination; and at tha't

."particu.]ar titre Collot d’Herbois vha(‘i again
left Paris. ; -
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I now return to my narratxve - _
Our friend Vilotterwas a native of Arras, g

great admirer of Robefpiere as a patriot and

'orator,z and proud of him as a townfman.
Robefpierre’s ',pa.triotifm' and eloquence were -

- well fuited for impofing on that depth of un-
derftanding ;whic:h” poor Vilotte poflefled.
Robefpierre thowed fome attention to him in
return for his admiration ; and on this I relied
for my mother’s freedom, and I laboured to
infpire her with the fame hope. You will be,
perhaps, furprifed at this, confidering the fri-
volous character of Vilotte ; but you cannot
conceive, my dear, from what a very unpro-
mifing foil {prigs of hope will thoot up in the
breafts of the unhappy befides, Vilotte was V
not now a frivolous chara&er in our eyes; he
had fhown attachment when ot other friends
had fhrunk away; and this attachment re-
mained unloofened by the fpirit of party,
~ which raged {o univerfally, which is often fe
fatal to friendfhip, and from which Vilotte
: hunfelf\vas far from being f' ree.
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~ 'This worthy creature’s ho pes became {’cronger
4 every day, of which he did not fail to inform
~ my mother: at laft the was convinced that
the Was to be fet at liberty within four or five
; days at fartheft. She wrote to feveral ‘of her
'fnends and relatlons, that they might cxpcét
“to fee her in her own hotel very foon. :
While we were in this ftate of mind, Vi-
lotte called one morning at the houfe of our
 confinement. My mother and I were fitting
together—I heard the found of his foot as he
advanced through ti’lC paffage. In that dif--
mal abode we were accuftomed to few founds
- but thofe of forrow : it was no wonder, then,
._‘that I could with certajnty diftinguifh one
which had always been the forerunner of
comfort.—< Oh ! my dear mother,” faid I,
fprigging from my feat, ‘“ here comes Vilotte!
he brings the order for your freedom.”—
s Fet us receive it with thankfulnefs and mo=
deration, my child, if he does,” faid fhe.
‘When Vilotte entered, he had a kind of

fmile on his ‘countenance ,} but it -did not
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feem natural : the good creét‘ufe' ftreve ‘to
maintain a cheerful Yook whllc he informed
us, that ¢ he was certain that my mother Wguld'l .
obtam her hberty very. foon, though not jb
joarz as he had expedted ; that Robefpxerre 5

* had been indifpofed, which had occafioned
delay ; that he was fo much occup1ed fince .
his recovery, that it was difficult to obtam
accefs to him ;” but Vilotte added, ** that
he had received a meflage from him, import-
ing that my mother would be {et at liberty in
4 fhort time, though the prec1fc day was
not yet fixed.’ : :

In fpite of all thefe palliatives, this was a

- fevere difappointment to beth my mother
and me: Vilotte perceived it in our counte-
‘nances; for neither .of us fpoké-. He re-
peated every thing which he -thought ‘would
afford us comfort ; faying,l « we might rely
‘on the affurance Robefpierre had fent himg
that Robefpierre waé too great a patriot not

to be fincere ; ‘that none but courtiers were :

infincere’s h%( v&{hs therefore convinced that
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_he fhould have the happmcfs of brmgu*}g us

good news at his next YVifit.”

My mother fald——-“ That what gave her
moft uneafinefs was, .,_that; no particular time
‘had been ever fixed ; that if the were affured
of obtaining her freedom on a certain day, it”
would be a great comfort, though the day
were diftant.” g '

Vilotte anfwered—<¢ That th(;ugh he was
‘determined not to return until the day of her
freedom was decided on, ftill he was con-
vinced he*fhould vwait on her foon.” |

“Thofe whp have longed, with impatient ex-
'pc;&é_tion, for fome event on which they ima~
gine their happinefs depend-s ; who have been
:convinced that the expected event will not be
prolonged beyond a particular day, and when
_that day arrived have been difappointed, sviil
‘have fome idea of our anguifh: but unlefs
they have been thut up for months in a prifen,
--and-pined from morning to night for frefh air,
free exercife, the verdure of the fields, and the

faces ‘of friends, ' they ;Wil}g} not have a fall

1 Wk

=)



s
TR . & . MORDAUNT. i -

notion~of what we fe‘lt on this occafion. I

r&ally thoucrht nothmv could be more vexa~

txous syetd aﬂ'e&ed to bear it cheenly, that
it m1gh_t fit the more. hcrhtly on the mind of
my mother. I plainly perceived that {he af-
fumed the fame behavmur, and for a fimilar
reafon : in thefe mutaal attempts, perhaps,
neither deceived the other ; yet our efforts to
feem more cheerful than we were enabled
us to fupport the difappointment better than
we {hould otherwife have done.
Five or fix days after this, Vilette paid us
another vifit: we were fitting together, and
“heard him approaching as before. My mo-
ther and I looked at each other the moment:
we diftinguifhed his tread ; but neither of us
fpoke. - I heard her figh as he was entering

the room. Neither of us turned our eyes on

-

him for a few feconds; but when we did, his

face feemed gay, his {miles were uncon-

~ ftrained. He announced, with an air of com-.

plete conviction,. that he was now certain
T .

that my moghe{’s freedom was determined

-
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~ on : his friend had feen Robefpierre 5 and the
order fgrt that purpofe would be given in due
form, on 2 parucular day, which he named,
and thch was at ‘the diftance of three
weeks. |

In th1s interval, a fr1end of ; my father, who
had borrowed from him a confiderable funy
of money, found means to let my mother
imow, that he would immediately pay a cer-
tain portion of the debt into the hands of any
perfén whom fhe fhould authorife to receive
it. This pérfon lived at the diftance of above -
: fl}ree hundred miles from Paris, which at
this dreadful period he was unwilling to en-
er. My mother had much occafion for the
money, and thought nobody fo fit to.receive
it as myfelf.

An old fervant of my father, of the name
_of St. Jean, who had been eftablifhed in a
fhoP by his affiftance, and was one of the na-
tional guards, was engaged to conduct my -
» maxd and me on this expedmon As {oon as

the neceffary pafiports we‘jg obtained, the



g

: : 6
80 N MORDAUN'f‘&
maid and T fet out in a poﬁ-chazfé, ‘and thd;
man attended on hérfeback. 5;‘father{
friend received me with the g eateﬁ; kind- -
nefs, e paid me the ‘money. "By a ﬂxght
indifpofition, I was under the ncceﬁity.of re=
maining feveral days at his houfe longer than
I intended. Asf{oon as I was able, I returned
in the fame manner I had fet out.  During
the whole of this journey, iny thoughts were
engrofled with anticipations of the héppi'nef"s"
I fhould enjoy on the day of my' dear mother’s
enlargement. My greateft vexation, ‘in my
late indifpofition, proceeded from the fear
of not being able to reach Paris before it
fhould take place. I now rejoiced in the ex-
petatiori of arriving there on that _verj
morning.

Not chobﬁno to drive. through Paris, on
‘my arrival, I quitted the poft=chaifé at the
barner, intending to walk to the houfe of thee
. man who had accompanied me; whofe wife
had formerly been my maid. Our way Was
_throucrh the Pﬁlcc of Lou1s XVi.A dgreat !
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cr‘owd was aﬂ'embled and we Werermformed, .‘
“ that it was fo fee the execunon of fome pera
~ fons cop _1_:_”ed by the bloodx J;nbunal then '

ﬁttm& Iturped thh prec:lpxtatxon, and, by ‘

- A C1rcu1t, *avoided. a place Wthh was almoﬂ:.'
i thc daxly fce.nc of fuch aﬁ'e&mg fpe&acles
- In my way to the houfe abovc mentwne(i
I called at a .{hop to purchafe fome confec-
thIlS which I knew my mother was fond of.
¢ Whlle I fat in the inner room, till the thmgs
I ordered were ready, two * perfons entered
the fhop: one of them faid, « that madame dé :
e had died with the utmoft ferenity.”.

1 did not perfeé’cly hear the name the man

pronounced but,  indiftinét .as it was, it °

| darted mﬁantaneous tefror to my heart He
_proceeded to fay, * that he had come direétly
.. from  the Placc of the Revolution, and that
he had feen her guillotined.” '
£ L5 MWhe did you fay 2" afked tha woman
of the Ihop '

-He anfwercd with an audlble and diftinc

_»'vo]:..u. T TR e
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: vmce, i I already toid you, madame de —-—r, :

;.
>

the wxdow of gov*emerr de ——. BT
. ® At thc mengon -of my father‘f_,. q;:e«, my
,mald who ‘was prtfent, utte;eds a (hnek,;
| and T loft all recolle&xou. LR e

~ The following day," when X began to re~
cover from that. frate of ﬁuPefaéhon mto A
whxch the dreadful news had,thrown me, I.

found myfelf in bed, in the houfe of a widow :
who lived near the confe&loner, in Whofe
“ﬂlop I had been firft taken 111
" I had caufe to regret the mfenﬁblhty from -
' whlch I awoke to a full fenfe of my xmfery.
The ftate 1 contmued 105 for fome time s
after the retmn of my recolle@uon, I will not -
attempt to defcrlbe :
 When' I was ablé to liften to a deta11 of the,
circumitarices whieh - préceded the-dreadful
event, I was fold, < That only a few days be-
- fore my,_ arrival at. Paris, and when my mo-
theL {till rehed on repeated aﬁ'uranccs of hex:
- being to be fet at nberty on the day appomt—

i
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Cbdia freﬂl accufatxon had been made agamﬂ:f
" her, of her havmg em1grated to England
in June % ; that fhe had not returned to -
_»,France on or prevmus to the day ﬁxed by
" the, decree of the convention ; that fhe had
: _been, on fa fe pretexz‘:, ftruck out of the 1ift -
“of em1grants, by a committec - of! federahﬁs
and traitors ; and, finally, that fhe corre-,
fpdnded with, ‘an‘d had fent moncy z‘o,' her
fon-—m-law, Who a&ual]-y ferved in the army
of Condé. ‘

st On this accufatxon fhe had ‘heen hur ried
before the revolutlonaiy tribunal; had under-
- gone the foun of a trial, where thofe circum~
ftances were fworn to ; had been mfulted in
: 01ofs terms, by the wxetch ‘who preﬁded
 over. that court of aﬂaﬁ"ms, and. afterwards
A‘dragged' to the fcaffold, where the had fuf-
fered with the refignation of ‘a faint, with
" another lady of rank, who was executed at
the fame time, by a 'mi'f’;ake m the name,
»wl_»;.ieh'_;thc_)fe ~murderers {Ygelé"no"t take the



84 o MonnAtnr. ‘e
- trouble to inveftigate, though a dtff'erent vie= |
tim was mtended.,-{ s B R 3 R e g
[Why {hould I aﬁhé‘t your fympzithlﬁng'
breaft, my dear young' lady, with .an ‘enu-
: mcmtlon of my forrows ?=— ;
: Imuf’c not omit to mform yoxt, howcver,
that L recexved an anonymous . lctter foon aft-
CLapethc s purport of" which’ was, to acquaint
me, that the Counz was my mother s{cerets
‘accufer,A and that it \'avas by | his inﬁuence Iﬂe
"had been put to death.: I am wcll aware
that letters of this kind are .generally the off-
{pring of cowardice, in conjunéicn with ma-
lice: it would have made no imprefiion on
my: mi'nd,‘ therefore, ,if - I had ﬁot had reafon
to fufpe& the fame from other fources of in-
telligence. } : ;
Several weeks after tlns drcadful event, I
‘was told, one. morning, that a gentlemang
withed to {ce me... ‘As he announch himfelf
-an old friend, of my family, you may. con-

ceive how very mmch I was furprifed when

%
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the Count entered the room:. I could Dot
| help fereaning as foon 4s T faw him.
. He begged that I would be compofed af-
“furing me of his fympathy ' v
I cried, < that I wifhed for none of his fym-'
vpathy—that L could have no fympathy with
him.” = 5 S |
He deelafed,- in the ‘mc'>ﬂ: {oothing tone, L
¢<. that he was .ready' to rendér me every fervice
in his 'povér'er o 'ac’idin'g," ¢ that it was in his
- power he hoped to be of moft effential fer-
VlCC to me.’ ; :
¢« Can you reﬁore my mother P ex-
claimed . b il s Laki '
‘He ftarted, became pale, and remained for
~ fome moments filent:" then, recovering him-
: 'felf he faid—¢ That he moft fincerely la-
mented the fate of my mother ; that he, as
'W‘ell as her other friends, had ent;rtained'
hopes that the was to be fet at liberty, at the
A very time that the fad event took plaee —
- that fhe had enemies unknewn to him.’
;“They‘are not.unknown to me,”’ cried I;

. G 3
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and Twas gomg to utter all th it r gei and He- :
{pair prompted -when the mlﬁrei's of the
'-,houfe entered the _room. The Count rofe-
and havmg recommegded rne, in very af-
fe&lonate terms, to her care, he ‘with~ °
.drew - : - '
T Brune was the name of the Woman mto'
whofe houfe I had been Carrled from the
- thop where T was ﬁrﬁ taken ill. Her huf-
band had reCuved obhoatlons from my fa-
“ther, for which - fhe tad retamed fentlments
‘of gr?tltude and “after her hufband’s dea_th,
fhe let lodgings. ¢ She had behaved with all
tendernefs to me, from the. moment i had
entered Ler houfe. :

* When the Codnf"vés gone, the 'in'fdrrrieé .
'me that he had. been acc1denta]ly paﬁng
V’hen I was carricd from the confeitlone"a
to hei houfe that he had frequently Called
, dufmg my 1llnefs, to mqmre how 1 Was, ‘and
- had recommended that aIl poﬂible caze fhould
Bc t‘.ken of me. . £
"% The monﬁer e excl'aimed T it ‘was

L]
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v-.:“qwmg to h1m that my mother was ac=
cufcd Wl s 1 s _ >

. The woman was fhocked at hcaung thv; =
and expreﬂéd the utmoft mdxgnatlon at fuch
Perﬁdy ; but, on inquiring into my re afons .
for believing it, fhe _end(_:gvouyed to ﬂlo_w me
that they did not by any means amount to,
geftainty. = : et »

(%n vanous occaﬁons, afterwards; this wo-
man took pains to perfuade me that there
- was little probability of the Count’s’ having
been guilty. of the wickednefs I fufpected
- him of. One day, in .particular, after de-
ploring the helplefs fituation in which I was,
‘the repeated the defire he had exprefled or
-ferx}ing-.me 5-and concluded, that for thofe,
and various other reafons, I ought to receive
‘his future v1ﬁts with more complalfance .

o] expe& no more of his vifits,” fald I;
<-bat,"in cafe of his ca]lmg again, 1 beg you
may’ fhut the door againft him.” *©

- Madame la Brune told me, *¢ that the durft .
not venture to provoke a man of the Count’s

G 4
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-‘mﬂucnce 5 that if the d1d 1t wou]d no Iongcr iy
be in her power to fcn?“e me, whxch {he had thc_
- moft ﬁncere deﬁre to do She: begged d Would
refle® on my forlor_n ﬁtuatlon. that I was
'not;fregffo;hdanéer,5 not onl‘y;oh account of -
- my beingAthe‘ wife of an e;nigrant but of one ‘
who was, in arms againft the repubhc - She
reprefented how very much I ftood in need
of that prote&ion, WlthOut twhich every body
was in danger of: being carried before the.
revolutionary tribunal. ¢ Innocence, my dear
].zldy;”*added fhe, < is not always a fecu-
nry (s 5+ e ,
¥ No, anfwered I; ¢ nothmg but guﬂt
; _i 5 and for that reafon I deﬁre no fecunty 5
On my uttc;rmg this, which I did with’
_emphafis, I was {urptifed to fee madame 'la
‘Brune change colour, and burft into 'féa;rs.

v he Count was mtroduced at that very

inftant. - o 0y
‘Madame Ia Brune rofe ; ahd aé fhé went

out of the room, looked ‘at me in a very
affeCting g manner,
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- Thad already been moved by her tears: T
'COHCCIVCd this look to be a requeﬁ that I
- #hould not provoke him; left it thould brmg :
~ her to trouble : this refleGtion ch‘entéd' ‘me

from withdrawing with her. I remained in

_ 'the room, with the detegmination of behav-
mg to him Wlth calmnefs and cxvxhtn.

He renewed his offers of fervice'and ex-
preflions’ of Coﬂcern I bowed, WlthOu_t an-
fwering. 'He introduced fome general and
indifferent fubject- of converfation—I joined
~in it with conftrained calmf{efs. He at T1aft
took his leave, with a repetition of his hopes
to be able to ferve me.

At ;or'zc iime, I had fome fufpfcion that
madame la Brune ated in concert with the
- Count ; that perhaps I had been carried .to
-her houfe by hlS dire¢tion. In thié I did her
m)ufclce the knew nothing of hun, pre-
vious to his mquu'les dbout me. Sl)e was
afterwards informed, that hé -was a friend of
Collot d’Herbois, and had influence with

Robefpierre. © The woman was of a com-
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"pafﬁonate dlfpnﬁtxon, and had the moft fin-
cere dcﬁre of bemg ufeful to me.. Shc theught
thae Counts proteéhon was powerful, and .
‘was concerned at feemg me rejeé it: fhe
' thoucrht the dangcrs of the times juftified
~.'ce1 ‘tain means of Rrocurmg fafcty, Wthh
were mt juﬁLﬁable at other perloﬂs s é
‘ herfelf had a prote&m, in a man who was a
.member of the military @i%amlttee, and
hxghly confidered by Robefple:re Unablc
to make great facrifices for v1r¢uc, {hc re-
fpe&ed thofe w%o conlid, a,p,d was exttremely
,fufceptlble of remorfe. This was the fource of -
her blufhes at an expreflion ‘of mine ab'oye :

S

. mentioned. . : X ;
In 'fome cbnvezf&tion’s F 'af'terwards.had ‘
-~ awith this Wom'm, I became fully convinced .
of her crood will towards me : this was alfo ;
confirmed by the whole of her bcha\uoq‘rz.ﬁ _
She ‘{’poke‘ with “gratitude of my father,
: vnth tendernefs of my . mother, and Wxth.
* hortor of fome who had the government at

prefer}t m France, but bggged that 1 Woulgi,
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in Yappearance at Teaft, moderatc my Qiflike
: of the Count,. unt11 I {hould ﬁnd my'feﬁ
: more out of hxs power . :

I had long before been abandoned by all- ;
thofc who, without any fentiment of friend-
: _ihlp, had been in the habit of calling them- ;
- felyes my friends.  After thc death of my
'mother, the terror of -being fufpe&ed kept
many from me ‘who had a real affeion for '
_me, and would willin g=1y have fubjeced them-

fe]ves to conﬁde,rab}e mcom emences, but not
to d.mcer, on iy account. .
[ThlS, my dear young lady, is the utmoft
we need expe& from the generality of thofe
who. are called friends ; though amidft the
multitude of crimes that the revolution has
glven birth, infrances of virtye, hermfm, and .
exalted friendfhip, have appcqred VVthh do
‘ honour to my country and to human n ature. ]
The Count continued his vifits : they be-
came more frequent: his profcﬁi'ons of

fru—:ndﬂup were more and more warm. When 3
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he feemed inclined, hOcher, to make any
particular declaration, I always eluded the\
fubject. He could not concelve that*any
thing could prevent mg, in my prefent fitua-
tion, from embracmg an offer of marrlagc
: from him,. except fome rehglous fcruple
- He fufpe&ed that I rmght think a dlvorce—
however legal could not dlﬁ'olve the obhga-“
' tion of marrlage, which is a facrament
1 might have had fuch feruples, even al-
though I had loved the Count ; but, i in tnit,h,»
T difliked the man to.that aegree, tha‘t;‘ the
idea of being his wife filled me with as much
* horror as that of bemg hlS mxf’crefs could
,poﬁlbly do. iad el
The Count was ful]y perfuaded however, v
_ that all my hefitation (for he thought me he-
'ﬁtatmg) proceeded from my doubts of the
eﬂicacy of the dworce, in ngmg me a rlght
to marry 2 fecond huiband durlng the life of
my firft. ‘ : i

To remove thofe doubts from my mind,

.
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ahe fell on a ﬁngular expcdrent ‘which it W1Il
be requxﬁte to develope a httle cucumﬁ:&n-; :
‘ tlal]y 0 : |
" The_Count ‘was acquamted Wlth a mon-
ﬁeur and madame Cochon, whofe hxﬁory fg
fqmewhat- curious :—Mr. Cochon’s parents:
: ‘weré vi"n. opulent 'eir'cumﬁénqe_s : 'they‘i_n‘tended
" him_ for' the n'lilbitary profeflion ; and did all
in thClI‘ power, by giving him a furtab]e cdu-
catron, to render him fit for it. They never
had any doubt of its, bemo acrreeable to his
own inclination 5 for he had, frorn hlS early
youth, affeGted the milieary drefs, even'in the
ﬁe‘rcef’c ftyle. But' there were two circum-
ftances, in the life sof a foldrer, to both of
which young Cochon had an utter averfion ;
namely, danger and fatigue., Whe,n hlS pa-
rents told him, therefore, that it was time for
him to choofe a profeffion, to their {urprife,
" he  informed them he preferred the ecele-
fiaftical. ' : A
- Though furprrfed his rel&tlons were not_

; very averfe to his choice ; for fome of them *

*
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ThlS tgok plaée a.l httle before the " com—

: mcncemcnt af fh&‘l‘ﬁVO]llthﬂ 3 .but he found

foon after, that the profeﬂion he had adopted
" for no reafon but to enjoy eafe and avoid: dan-
GET; expofed him tor perfecuuon, and more' .
danger than he had thrunk from. =

His regret for, this miftake was exceflive z.
he thought the beft way. of repaurmg it was,
* to renounce the priefthood 5 which he did
accordmgly giving,, for his reafo*l, that his
confcience would no longer permit hxm to
affift in carrying on a fagee, _contrived, from
the beginning, to delude and cheat the peo-
pits And to prove that he was in- earneft,
and that he might mvlatxate hunfelf fill
‘niorey with the promagers of the 1eW opi-
mons, he dete1mmed to-marry. The perfon
he feleGed for - this hononr was .a rlch Wi
dow : her maiden name Was Soupire.. ,-She.

. Had, from her youth, - been aa ﬂ:ud;ous dif-

Q
-
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- poﬁ:mon and lby the time- Ihe had arrﬁzed af’,
her, tWentxeth year, the. was ver y deep-read
: m rommces, partlculaﬂ? thofe of‘a- rcﬁned
£cnt1meﬁtal nature.  The lady herfclf was
-'exqubﬁ’wly fcnnmental contmua]ly ﬁghmfr‘ :
fof fomethmg or other The tear of fenfibility,
: to ufe a-favourltc expreﬁion of her own, was
t‘ontmually tremblmg in her eye

Her own perfonal ddh'eﬁ'cs, the thanked
hcayen,_ ﬂgc wis: able to fupport as became a
‘Chriﬁ‘ianr s but {he aélcnowie‘dgcd, thé; the
% misfogtuneé of sher friends fhe could not en-
: glﬁrc; with 'e%l_al firmnefs and refignation.
- With regard to the poor, fhe lamented
that her ‘own narrow circumftances, did not
pe!'rmt her to. beﬂ:ow on them much pecu-
- niary relief ; but ﬂle was: bountiful in good -
withes, and ‘in the allotment which fhe
thought ought to be made for them by the
rich. She often avowed, that the pleafure
of gwmg was far. more. exqu.ﬁte than that of
receiving. g i e -
Nothmg furpn{ed her fo much 25 that the
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~_from whence he wrote prefling letters to his
owife, bégging‘ that the.would join him as foon
~as the could. She was taking‘ meafures for
that purpofe ; »rfo_r the did not know what elfe
to c]o 5. énd had often declared, fhat to be ab-
{ent from the hufband fhe loved was worfe
 than death. The mght before the was to have
fet out, a wealthy citizen of Paris, and the
.fr_it_and of Robefpierre, made love to her.—
- Though the acknowledged that the was proud
- of the good opinion of fo.diﬁinguiﬂled a pa-
triot, yet the alfo expatiated on her virtue, and
the duty. fhe owed her hufband, notwith-
ftanding his political errors. The patriotic
citizen reprefented that her virtue needed be
no obfacle to his happinefs, becaufe he could,
with the greateft eafe, procure for her a di-
vorce from ‘her hufband, who was an emi-
-grant, and® already dead in law. ‘This ar-
gument was enforced by an offer of an amplé
jointure, and a confiderable fum of ready mo-
ey, at her own difpofal.
The patridtic citizen prevailed ;-and, after

YOI TI. 5 H
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the divorce had been obtamcd and thc new
* contra&t of marriage drawn out, {ealed, and,_‘
figned, in due form, he became the lady 55
lawful hufband. ' Bl :
He did not furvwc h1s happmeﬁ; long ; the,
man died in confequence of excefsgt_ran en-
tertainment given by Robefpierre’s brother to.
a fele& pérty of his friends. The Count’s ac-
quaintance, citizen Cochon, had ingratiated
himf{elf fo much with all that party, by abjur- .
ing the pneﬁhood and ridiculing Chrlfhamty,r
that he had been invited to this entertainment.
He faw the man carried fpeechlefs. from the
fealt, and conceived great hopes of his death ;
for, .ha_ving before been firuck with the figure
of his wife, and informed of her circumf’tances,
he thought an alliance Wxth her would anfwer
all his views. ;
Some fhort tlme after the death of the huf=
band therefore, monfieur Cochon pa1d a vifit
to the afflicted widow. - He told her, ¢ that,
as he had loft one of his moft valﬁed"ﬁ'iel1ds;.

he came to mingle his tears with hers, which,
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perhaps, fwould afford fome dcgree uf confola-
2 tion to both % Shc cxprcﬁ‘cd no averfion to the
~experiment, and they met pretty frequently, to
~ mingle their tears gqcordingly. She acknow-
ledged to Iﬁm that this ceremony afforded
fome alleviation to her forrow, particularly as,
though monfieur Cochon was a much fouter
_ man;y yet fhe foand a confiderable refemblance
in his features to thofe of her deceafed huf-
~ band. On that hint, rnon"ﬁeur Cochon fpoke,
and declared his paffion with fuch a warmth
of eloquence as might have melted a harder
heart than this lady’s fecms to have been.
All thofe particulars I learned from madame
la Brune, who was a relation of mademoifelle
Soupire, had keptup a certain degree of inti-
- macy with hef through all her variations; and
undcrﬁood her chara&e' perfe&]y :
w1 In the account I have given of this. Woman’:“‘.'
(contmued the marchionefs), I have ufed, as
often as I could recolle& them, the very

phrafes of madame la Brune, who never fpoke
S ua
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of her coufin without mmmg her aﬁ’eé’tatldm-'«

into r1d1cule‘ e ae

The Count }*ad been acquamte : wzth ma~
&ame Lochon when fhe was' mademmfelle:
Soupire. At one mmc he was thought to bc
rather fond of her. Dxffruﬁcd by her affeGted
~airs of fenfibility, he had abﬁamed from vi-

fiting her. He had known her a warm and
volublf' friend of the Gironde party, thle it
was in power. He had known her 1ts bitter
enemy; and the moft eloquent of Robefpierre’s:
admii—ers_,. when the Gironde ‘pa«rty was over-
fet: he was fully ,convin'cecﬁl that fhe was
gqually prepared to be the advocate and ad-
mirer of whoever thould everturn the govern-
ment of Robefpierre, and bring, h1m to the
gurillotin'e. With whatever indulgencé‘ or par-
 tiality the Count might view this difpofition:
in himfelf (for it was precifgly_his’ own), yrét.
it appeared to him:'hidéous‘ in another; and
~he had the moft coniummate _%pontempt for

madame Cochon. - He imagined, hOW(ﬁVﬁl»
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tha.t fhc~was a likely perfon to remove all my
“fcruples with refpe& t8 my {uemg for a di-
. vorceand marrymg again.—“ As thls Jady y> who

"paﬁ’e& for a woman of refined dehcacy, had fo
 far ymldcd to the voice of reafon and prudence

'.‘.as‘»"to fue for a divorce from the man fhe had
inlé.tried from love, and had afiequi-ds taken a
{econd huibaﬁd,_ during the life of the firlt,
nbtwith&ahdirig her love for him, and then a
third, who had been a prieft, in the middle of
her mourning for the death of the fecond,
what hefitation could remain with me after
fo bright' and ftriking an example ?”’

The Counf, tllercfore, cultivated ﬂ]c ac-
guaintance of monfieur Cochon  more than
cvcif; renewed his attentions to his lady, who
had always retained a certain degree of 1'egérd
- for him, and on whom he foon prevailed to
promote his v}cws with all her power. She
: ;viﬁted her relation madame la Brune very
ﬁﬁ‘xduouﬂy, and took much pains to be on an
intimate footing with me.

I was no.trlong in perceiving her aim and
I8



'hcr with little mterruptton, to expatlate'on thc'f
-good qualmes of the Coum: o hxs intimate
conne&ion and orreat mﬂuencc Wlth the men:ﬁ'ff;
in power ; and on my good fortune, in hav-
ing fo valuable a friend. She drew his. por-=‘
‘trait in the moft fhmmO‘ colours and Varfnﬂl—'
ot fe with, all her art, to render 1t #ill more
agrecable. ‘This had a different eﬁ‘é& from
what (he _Vintended the varnifh corroded the
artiﬁcial tints, and'left the hkcnefs all its na-
tural dlfgu"cmo appearance of corruption. .

She was deceived by my filence and paﬁivc
attention : fhe informed the Count that the
moment for being hﬁened to by me With fa-~ ;
vour was arrived. :

At his next vifit he found rﬁada‘mcola Bfunc
“with me. She féifcd a pretext for Ycaviﬁg Ayt
he began the old fubje& of his ardent defire
of ferving me=—his extreme forrow for my‘

helplefs “fituation. ~On my faintly thanking
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f"-;;s'him, he fald « that endeavours were makmg
@ for reﬁormg to me ofy eftate, and threW"

ount fome 1nﬁnuatlons of hlS own mﬂuence" !

vW}tll thofe on whom that meafure depended
_that the greatef’c obftacle was my being con-
fidered as the wife -of an emigrant; that he,
 however, had a prior;é]aim_, having declared
his paffion before my hu{bénd paid his court
to me. He hinted the great facility which
there was with refpe& to divorces; and that,
though he found it diflicult to obtain the re-
ftoration of an eftate to a perfon who was
confidered merely as his frind, yet he was
perfuaded it would not be refufed to his
wife.” :
I froze at the word. 1 am convinced T be-
came pale. How he conftrued my appearance
I know not ; but he dropped on one knee,
feifed my hand, and renewed his requeit in
dire terms. At his touch 1 thuddered—All
~ caution forfook me—I drew my hand haftily
from him, with an exclamation of averfion.
He ftarted up with fury, and, in a me-
H 4
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nacmg voice;. adm:omlhed me not to provoke_ ,
himitoo far. = et 5 S5 "5'»:'T o TR

it Thc worff you can do,” fald I i Wretch ; :
cannot furpafs your p_erlﬁdyvto my mother.”

He left the room quite ‘ﬁJ.r,iOus.w '

hiadiu:de‘ la Brune entered. --She had over-
heard all that paffed.—She lamented the dan-
ger I was in, and b]amed my rafhnefs

¢¢ To fcreen myfelf from danger,” faid I,
¢« would you have me plunge into 0fuﬂt and
infamy ,

She burﬁ into tears, and remained filent.

I was forry for the uneafinefs I gave this
good-natured woman, and faid every thing I
could think of that could be {oothing to her.

Vilotte, the danciﬁg-maﬁer, called on me
a few days after this fcene. He feemed greatly
sgitated. He informed ‘me, * that he had juft
learned that an accufation was to be brought

againft me; that he underﬁood it originated
in the Count. He advifed me to deftroy any
letters I inight have from my hﬁfba_nd, o'-r anj

paper whatever, that would ftrengthen fufpi-
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~ cion of my correfpondm g with ermglants Y—
He _addcd, < that I was *to be arrefted the fol-
io“'ing day, and confined in a houfe belong-
ing to a creature of the Count, where I would
be ehtirely in his power.”’
 This laft circumftance tetrified me more
than all the reft. T propofed leaving my
lodgings dire@ly, and trying to find refuge and
concealment in the houfe of a poor woman,
whofe diftrefles I had occafionally relieved,
and with whom I was not known to be ac-
quainted, h )
Vilotte approved of ,this;' but defired me
to delay till the dufk of the evening, when he
- would hi_mfelf conduct me ; and, in the mean
while, begged that I would take the precau-
tion he had mentioned.
When I informed madame la Brune of this,

fhe fhowed the ftrongeft marks of forrow,
and, afterwards, of indignation ; fhe poured
forth execrations againft the Count : at laft,

;after a mihute’s paufe, the faid, ¢ Perhaps I
~ may flill be able to fave you from the power



iR e Monnmm'r. _
»‘of this villaig 2 3 She ordcred a coach to be' '
called, affured mc thaft fhc Weuld return m a
“fhort time, and hurned xnto it Wxthout farthet
explanatmn. e :

Lk had no paper that could be thought dan-
‘ gerous, but feveral that I d1d not wifh thofe
wretches to pcrufc thefe I 1mmed1are1y threw
into the fire, and tben employed myfelf in
packing up what neceffaries could be con-
veniently carried to ..he houfe ‘where 1 in-
tended to go.

Madame 1a Brune returned two hours be-
fore the ti‘fne when T expected Vilotte.—I
heard ‘her ﬁnging' a gay air as the came up
flairs.  She knew the flate of anxiety in
which I was, and withed to announce to-
me, as foon' as poflible, that there ‘Was no-
thing alarming in the news the brought. As
i e

have nothing to fear, my dear madam,’’ cried

fhe opened the door of my room

fhie socf yau may remain here in pc—:rfe& {fe-
curity.’

She then informed me, that ¢ fhe had been
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- with her frlcnd and prote&or of the rm-"
;"‘"htary cornmlttee, hade related to hun my
ﬁopy, whlgh he was in part pr¢V1ouﬂy Pl
'~ quainted with, ~and had fully convinced him
'. of the Counts intention to gratify pI‘lV&tC'
"vmahcc and revenge,' under - the pletext of
pubhc zeal ; that while fhe was enforcing
this with all the Warmth which her regard
for 1me promptcd a fervant had entered,
and . 1nformed him that Collot d’Herbois
waited in another room ; that her friend had
dire&ly withdrawn, defiring her to wait his
return ; that, when he did return, he had
affured her that he had taken effectual mea-
{ures for my fafety, defiring her to inform me
that T was in no danger of being arrefted, and
had nothing to dread from the- enmity of the
Count.’

When Vilotte arrived, I mformed him of
thefe circumftances, at Wlllch he exprefled
‘g;ea_f fatisfaition, faying, ¢ that though he

had not the honour of knowing the deputy in

A
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quefhon, e was wed acquamted with his

~ high reputation ; _ande that the aiTurances.he";
had given madame la Brune Were completcly
- to be relied upon s AT
ol remamcd accord111g1y, at her houfe, oo
difturbed by fear of being arrcﬁed or by ;
any more vifits from the Count. o
I afterwards came to the knowledoe of
the means by which my fecurxty was ob-
tained. : . : .
The Count had cultivated an intimacy with
St. Jufte, a2 member of the éonventiorl, and a
great favourite of Robefpierre. He was a
- young man of great intrepidity and confider-
able talents, After having faid that he was a
favourite of Robefpierre, it is unneceflary to
add that this St. Jufte was a moﬂ; confum-
mate villain, :
He had recommended citizen R— (Vfor
that was the name the Count had aﬁ“ufned) in
{0 particular a manner, that e alfo was confi-

dered, at this time, as a kind of favourite of
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B hefplerre The Count was fo vain of this
_ ;honour, that he negle&ed ‘his old frxend
"""Q;'f)Collot d’Herb01s, and a coldnefs had taken
£ "place between them. The latter was pxqued
At the Counts ncgle& and he harbour-

'ed beﬁdes fome degree of jealoufy, on account

o ’of his growmg favour with the dictator. This
 was the ﬁate of Collot a4 Herbois’ mind thn

B he called on madame la Brune’s friend, as has

béen.mentioued.  The latter was acquainted
with the Count’s ancient intimacy with Col-
ot &’Herbois, but knew nothing of the new
~ coldnefs. D’Herbois’ bufinefs was to requeit
_‘a.'ﬁiuatio_h, for a relation of his, who was an
. engineer. Immediately after granting this
réqueﬁ, vmadame la »Erune’s friend told the
other that the Count had conceived ill-will
| ‘aga‘iﬁﬁ an unfortunate woman, in whom he
was interefted, had 2 plan for hzwi'ncT her ar-
refted and confined, on pretences that were
unfOLnded and begged, as he himfelf was un-
~ acquamted with the Count, t that d’Herbois
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would preva11 on hun to drop all theughts o'f
that pature-= 2= v *':’:‘- el e L
< You may depend upon T fald d’Hcr- :
b01s, £« that it fhall be done——I ll go to h1m -
immediately.” : :
< You are fure of pcrfuadmg him 3 > for I
am a good deal interefted in thc buﬁncfs, re: e
" fumed the other. .

<« Abfolutely {ure,” replied d’Herbois.

He immediately waited on the Count, told
him he was forry to underftand that he had
intentions of accufing me, and defired he
would give up ail thoughts of it, and leave_A
me in tranquillity. ‘ :

The Count exprefled furpufc at hlS inter-
ference, faid there was grcat ground for the
aécufation, and refufed to comply with his
requet. ,

Collot &’ He1bo;s faid, with an air of me-
nace, I would advife you not to pufh that

matter any farther.”

The Count, with heat, told ;him $¢.that he
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 wiuld mention it to Robefpicrre himfelf that

Very day : ‘adding, «« Feow will j’ou‘anfwér :
4‘f';'to him for intérfériri;r“ in favour of a pérfon.-
under fucha load pf ﬁifpmlon as that lady is 2’
¢ How will you anfwer to him,”’ replied
: d _Hcrbms, ¢« for the letter you wrote to ﬁan—

ton' a Little before. his arfpﬂ and execution ?’
s That letter was. burnt,” -replied the
Count ; :

g When I told you fo,” rejoined  Collot
| d’ Herboxs, with an ironical grin, ¢ I did not
recolle& that I had, fram mere abfence of mind,
, ﬁiPped it‘in«:o my pocket inftead of the fire:
I was furprifed, thPreforc, to find it among my
__papers this morning.” : .

The face of the Count, red-hot with rage
the inftant before, became cold and pale at
this annunciation ; he perceived that his life
‘was in the power of a man he had negleCted
~ and braved, and with whofe vindictive tem-
per he was well acquainted. This reflection,
after he had flood 2 moment motionlefs, be-

~ gan to thake his whole frame: when he at-
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tempted to {peak, hxs teeth chattered in fuchA'
“a manner* that he .could not: ‘“artlculate a
fyllable ; Toee
After havmcr for fome tlme en)oyed his
terror,: .1 fee,” faid Collot qQ’ HCIbOlS, i that ;
you are a httle dlfcornpofed at thls intelli-
gence ; you may reft aflured, however, that
your_ friend Robefplexre ﬂmll not fee your'
kind epiftle to Ais friend Danton, until I
hear that the lady in queftion is arreﬁed, or
that you make fome attempt to difrurb her.”
When the Count had recovered him{elf, he
affured d’Herbois ¢¢ that he mightr' have ob-
tained what he required of him by’ a fingle
word ; but that he had been 1mpelled to af-
fe& relu@ance merely by the abrupt and pe-
remptory manner in which the requeft had
been made ;s that he_- muft be fenfible jfllat
there was no man on carth for whom hé had
fo great an efteem ; that, as for the lady, the
_might rely on never being difturbed by'him 3
that very probably the repér}té he had heard

of her_ Correfpondin& with emigrants wer¢
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ﬂat;enng, my dear mifs Clifford, to your
‘_g,ountry — Iam now Lonvmccd faid he,
 “ Eat power n republu;s, as well as in mon-
; archxes, Yhas .always a tendency to be op-
preﬁive‘-- and that liberty, as well -in mon=-
archlcs ‘as in republics, has a tendency to be
'turbulent‘ power and Jliberty, therefore, are
feldom on good terms in ecither.. I do hot
recollet any inﬁance of their being com-
bmed, and limited {o as: to produce the ge-
neral happinefs of the people, .in any re-
public, nor in any monarchy, except that of
'Greét—Britaiﬁ; fince the revolution in_ that

tountry in the year 1688.°
He then told IBE, that he had a friend,

advanced in life, }nlw had been {o difgufted
with the dlffenﬁons and tumults of which
Geneva had been the fcene fince our revolu-
txon, that he had taken a fimall houie in-a
very | retired and romantic {pot near the vil-

lage_ of Clufe, where he lived with his fifter,

mdeed; on

not,

L
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accountof a ‘revolu,.t;ion in ‘the _ﬁatie; but in
the affections of ont man, ~who had proved
faithlefs to her :”’ adding, ¢ that they hardly
ever faw or correfponded with any perfon, -
except when he himfelf paid them a vifit, or
had occafion to write to the brother.” To
this perfon’s houfe my landlord offered to
conduét me, afluring me of a welcome. I
agreed to the propofal with e‘agcrﬂnefs.» We
fet out the following day ; and, at my arrival,
1 received from this gentleman and his fiﬁéi’
the welcome I had been promifed. :
Before I left Geneva, I had written to my
hufband, who was ftill with the prince of
Condé, exprcﬁ’ing my- defire of pafiing. to
Germany, as foon as I could know where he
withed me to refide ; and defiring him to ad-
drefs to me, under cover, to my landlord at
‘Geneva, who would deliver his letters, or
tranfinit them to me, wherever 1 might be.
 While I waited with impatience for an an-
wer to this letter, I received. onekfromj,ma" ,

dame la Brune, in which fhe i‘nfé;~":J}:Ad:.me,
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«¢ that before the Count returned from his ex-
_ pedition to Lifle and St."Omer’s, fhe had pre-
‘pared a very plauﬁbl’e ftory to amufe him, and
remove any fufpicion which might, naturally
enough, have arifen in his mind, of her hav-
ing intentionally ;ieceived him ; that, though
the had never feen a man fo vexed as he was at
his difappointment, and at the thoughts of
having for ever loft me, the had appeared to
be as vexed as him ; that the was not quite
certain, however, of having entirely re-
moved his fufpicions ; that his paffion for me
was as violent as ever 5 that he talked much
of the happy fituation in which it was in his
power, as well as inclination, to place me;
that he would forget all the trouble T had given
him, and enable me to live in opulence, un-
controlled, and entirely according to my own
tafte.”” Madame la Biune obferved, ¢ that
his infifting fo much on thefe topics looked
2 little as if he fill fufpected that fhe knew
'V?hcrczl_ was, a.nd would inform me of all he
faid.”.

K 2
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- [This woman: you. muﬂr percmve--my dear,
s exceedmgly .fhréwd and ‘cunning; but,

,though I muit eve,r__thmk, on dier wu:h grati-
“tudé, and fhould be happy to rer‘lderr her
any proper fervice, § fhould like. her better,
if the had lefs cunning, and more true wif-
dom : chnnmg,_zs_ very apt tq grow into
knavery, wherea'svwi‘i‘dom tendsn toﬂr,nakc peo=
ple honeft.] - : ;

The moft mteref’cmg pa1t of her eplfﬂe
was the poﬂ;fcnpt, ‘which acquamtcd- me
with her bhaving juft learnt that ‘the Count
had. left Paris, . and that he was gone to
Chambery, where a certain perfon who had
been long looked on ‘as a 'créature of his
acted as a commiffioner,

This intelligence alarmed me fo »fhuch, that
I immediately fent a peafant with a letter to
.y friend the watchmaker at Geneva, beg-
ging his advice, and,i_nforming hini that I
had heard this commiflioner {poken of as a
man. devoid of principle, and devoted to itfl@
Count; fo that, if he fhould by any accident
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: Eaifééver‘whcre I W_as,-.' i might, -By‘«the_ Sl
',t'fhbrity of the foﬁner," be arrefted on the \
~ Mlighteft pretext, and fall iflto‘ the power of
the latter. _
. The worthy Genevois faw my dangert in
"the fame light I did myfelf, and he was as
cager to relieve me from it as if he had been
my father. His anfwer was, ““that the fafeft
place, in his opinion, that T could retire to was
Ve%rf:iy ; that he would write to'a trufty per-
fon b‘f his acquaintance, who lived there, to
‘be ready to receive and accommodate me 1m-
mediately on my arrival ;> and he defired me
to rﬁee‘t him early in the morning of the day,
after re,ceiv‘ing his letter, at a certain village,
from whencehe WOuld conduét me to the Lake
of Geneva, where a boat would be ready to
carry my rnaid and me acrofs to Vevay.

Tt afterwards appeared, however, that all
my fufplcxons, from ‘the time I had feen the
felldw_ in: the Plain-palais, had been well
- founded : he was one of the ruffians whom

the Count maintained, and always had at his

5%,
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command. This fellow had been fent by the
Count from Chambery to Geneva, for the ex-
prefs purpofe of gettmg fome accounts con-
cerning me : he had remarked my fuddenly
__turning from him, and haftening within the
gate ; and had afterwards made inqqiries, which
confirmed him in the potion that I was the
perfon he was in fearch of. He had given this
information to the Count, who had diretly
come to Geneva, in the hopes ’i)f carrying me
off by fome means or other from th'attcity, on
his arrival there; and, finding that I had left
it, he had taken pains to difcover where I had
gone, in which he fucceeded ; and, finally,
had applied to the commiffioner, who, fub-
fervient to all his vieﬁrs; had given an order
for arrefting me, on the pretext of my carry-
‘ing on a correfpondence with the enemies of
France. _

 After every thing was arranged for our
departure, according to the d_if;‘&ions of my
friend the Genevois; whil_e I was conv'érﬁng

after fupper with ‘my worthy hoft and his
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: ‘ﬁﬁfer,' in the eicpe.étation of fetting out
next morning, a fervane, entering the room
abruptly, told us, ¢ that the houfe was fur=
rounded by a party of French foldiers.” You |
may conceive what a thunder-ftroke this was
to me. My landlord, whofe natural fteadi-
nefs of temper was fortified by the ftudy and
pra&ice‘ of philofopfly,' fcei.ng the ftate in
- which I was, faid, ¢ Fifty to one it is a mif{-
take, founded on falfe information ; they hap-'
pen daily.”’—<¢ The perfoﬁ who commands
the party is placing fentinels around the
houfe ; he feems a civil man,” faid the fer-
vant to his mafter, @ ood bhe defired ‘me to
tell you; fir, .that you need not be alarmed,
for he has orders not .to, injure you in the
Jeaft.? V :

¢ T.am glad that the party is under cora-
mand,”’ replied‘ our landlord aloud : ¢f in that
cafe, as we are all innocent, ‘zone of s need
“be alarmed.”

As the officer was entering, I turned my
back to the door, from the dread that he

K 4
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might be accompariied by the. Count GAds
dreﬁing my landlord" he fald < Lam: forry,f
fir, that my duty obhgcs me to dl&urb you:
in the leaft ; but my orders Ieach not you 5
they only regard a lady who lives in your
houfe 255

I cannot defcnbe how I Was affc&ed

<

when, ftruck with the voice of thxs oﬁncer,
‘ T turned {uddenly, and recognifed the very
perfon who had accompanied me on my jour-
ney from, and return to, Paris, when I went
for the money. :

He feemed as much aftonithed as I was.
¢« Good Heaven ! faid T, ¢ St. _]ean, are you
come to arreft me 2’

“ Toarrelt you!” exclaimed  he, with the
- accent of horror, fhaking his head. He then
paufed, looked around; thut the ,doo}r,f and
repeated, ¢ Arreft you! my dear madam,
never,: spever, never.’’

‘“ Who then are you come to arreft ?” faid I.

% My dear lady,” .réplied he,xerlec hereco-

ver my fenfes;” and, after looking firft my
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lord and‘ then his ﬁﬁer, ftedfaftly in the
: face, he fald to me—“Am I fafe to fpeak a2
- < I will anfwer for this gentleman and lady -
as for, myfelf, St. Jean,” faid I.

. Will you?” replied. the good fellows

ot "then I- will fpeak freely.—In cafe you
':fhould efcape from this, do you know
‘ of any place in whichi you could be con-
ccaled e O '

<< T'was preparing to fet out for fuch 2
place When you arrived,”’ faid L.

¢ Would to Heaven I had fallen and broken
my leg when I was haftening hither,”” faid he.

<« 1 believe ydu had beft inform this good
man of the ‘whole of your {cheme,” faid our
landlord, addreffing me.

I did fo direétly.

St. .]_éan 1iﬁen_ed with attention ; and when
Ih‘é‘d finithed,—¢ It will do,” faid he, rifing
with an air of fatisfaction. He then defired
to beexpu;fed, faying he had fome difpo-
g ,ﬁtidf}é to make ; but would return in a fhort

% i
time.
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¢ Are you abfolutely certain of this man’s

 fidelity?”" faid the fiftér, as foon as he left the
room. - e '

-« As much as of any manralive,”' Gd il S

< That may be,” faid the fifter with a
profound fich ; * but no man alive is to be
trufted.” B

I recollected what the Genevois had told
me, that this lady had in her youth beendes
ceived by a man; and 1 had perceived that a
long courfe of intervening years had not pluckt
the rooted forrow from her breaft.

“ Do you not pe‘vrceive;, iny dear fifter,” faid
our landlord, ¢ that the time %of diftruft is paft;
we are in the man’s power; the leaft appéarf
ance of diftruft now would only irritate.”” -

St. Jean returned. We were furprifed to
. fee him ac'compari’icd by the footman and the
two maids, the only fervants belonging to
the houfe. We were alarmed when he de-
fired that they fhould be fhut up in a room,
and the key delivered to him.
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.4 This éxtraordi}}ary requeft was in_nniediate-
ly complied with. Aﬁer which, St. Jean,
fhutting the door, addreffed us as follows, in
~a low voice. .
& £ ¥ou have acquainted.i.me_ with the plan
..fbrmcd for the marchionefs’s efcape previous
to my unlucky arrival. Iwill now inform you
of the meafures I thall take for its being ftill
vcarri‘ed into execution. ‘The orders I have
' received are general, and ﬁmply to arreft a
lady living with this gentleman :—little did
= imagine that this lady, the daughter of my
.benefa&or, waé the perfon. I will ran any
rifk to fecure her efcape from the danger with
which fhe is threatened ; but I hope it may
be effected without much, I have informed
the party under my command, that the lady
we were in fearch of is in this houfe ; that_ it
would be foolith to think of moving her un-
_ﬁl the morning. 1 have placed fentinels be-
~ fore and behind the houfe. At one o’clock
precifeiy there will be a foldier at the back-

‘door, whom I believe I might truft; but it
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is unneceﬁ"ary, for I fhall myfelf walk arotin&
the houfe at that hours on the’ pretence of ob=
ferving whethel the fentmels do thelr duty‘

I thall then bring the man at the back-door

to the front of the houfe,vand there amufe

him and his 'companion with repeated and

minute orders, until the marchionefs and her

maid fhall have full time to withdraw by the

back-door, and to get at a diftance from the

houfe, fo as to arrive at ‘thc.‘place where the
: per}'on you ‘mentioned attends to accompany

them acrofs the Like. On thev ‘morning,”’

continued St. Jean, cc I fhall be under the .
neceflity of condu&ting this lady,” pointing
to our landlord’s fifter, ¢ to a {mall town
between this and Chambery, where the per-
+ fon who brought me the commiffioner’s or=
ders waits my arrival. “He will no doubt be
out of humour when he {ces the miftake ; but
he muft impute it to the want of precifion in
the orders he gave me, and he muft of courfe
releafe the lady dire&ly." | .
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* The fitter did not feem very fond of this
'i)art of St. Jean’s plan ;* but when the brother
declared his intention to accompany her, ob-
ferving, at the farne tife, that it would af-
ford her fatisfa&ion the 1eﬁ of her life to re-
 fle&, that, by a fmall’ picce of inconvenience,
fhe had been the means of faving a perfon fhe
* efteemed from very great diftrefs, perhaps
- from death, fhe agreed.

I could not help expreﬁmg a fear, how-
‘ever, left St. Jean fhould be fufpe@ed of
having connived at my efcape; “ for, after
all,” faid I, ¢c the foldiers who are here will
declare that there were fwo ladies.”

¢¢ The foldiers, my dear ’madam,” fAid 8.
VV Jean, “can declﬁre no fuch matter ; they did
ndt knew that there was fo much as one lady
here until T informed them, after I went laft
out of this roem. That they may not be made
L -acqua"mtéd that there are two 1s the reafon of
my havirig ufed the precaution of locking up
the only perfons who can give them that in-

formation,”
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We all admired the pruden;:eand addre s
of St. Jean. 'A-ftcf}f@;mecohfuléatibi;, it was
thought expedient to. liberaté‘ the A‘ménr-ferv-
vant, whofe filence and difcretion his ‘mafter-
declared he could rely on; and who "Was :
highly ufeful, at the appointed hour, in con=-
du&ing my maid and me to the place, where
we found the punctual Genevois 1n Waltmg
This worthy man had Aarr:anged cvéry thing
to my wifh ; and he never quiﬁted us, until
he had feen us eftablithed fafely at Vevay.

I foon after had the Pleafure of hearing
from him, that our hoft and his fifter had
both been fet at liberty a thort time after the
party had conducted them to the town from
whence they {et Qut‘; that St. Jean had
fhowed that he had adhered literally to his
orders, and that no blame was attached to
him. But I was informed, at the fame time,
of what gave me much inquietude; though I
had all aloﬁg fufpe@ed it in parrt, that the
Count was in Savoy ; that the order for ar-

refting me originated in him ; that he re-
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',,_:'r-xnamed convmced that the mformatmn he
‘ ',had received was true ;*but that he had been
pcrfuadcd by St. Jean, that I muft have left
the houfe before Bis arrival‘ With the pa;t, ‘,
~ that St. Jean had been ordered to Ita]y ; and
7that the Count continued his refearches for
~ me with redoubled affiduity.. ;

Al this intelligence my friend the Gene-
- vois had received from St. Jean, before he
{et out on his march. I fhouli have dn’e&ly
‘ left Vevay, had I not expeced every day to
hear from my hufband, or had I known
where I could be in more fafety.

A fhort time after this I was again on the
point of falling into the power of my perfe-
‘cutor. From that {upreme mifery I was faved
by the generous interpofition and intrepidity
of o_hc who, for reafons with which I am
unacquainted, wifhes not to be mentioned.
When I fhall know that thofe reafons no
longer exift, I fhall acquaint you with the
, partiéulars.‘ ;

Bhe Bohaviour of all: the Englith with
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LETTER?XXXV‘

Tbe COUNTEss DowAGER QfDEANPO T {0
' James GrivpILL, Bfg-

DEAR Sm, A “ Londosn,

I ALWAYS thought Mordaunt of a generous

'dxfpoﬁtlon but as he is, at the {ame tlmb,

‘both a younger brother and a man o fathion,

""1" 1 never could have imagined that he would

have been elther'able or willing to have ad-

'vanced fuch a fum as would enable you to

 clear off your debts, and leave Mumch in a

 creditable manner. Men of pleafure feldom

- have cath fufficient fo anfwer their own pur-

e ,vpofes;i an"d I hardly ever knew any of them,

S

f-',éxcept mere novices, at their firft affecting that

ehara&cr, who were willing to accommodate
_a friend with money, whatever his urgency
~ might be. But Mordaunt of late has, I'un-
derﬁand been more a foldier than a man of .
plcafure. ot =

I am happy it was in my pow»r to
< : VOL. II. L
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};zmpatiént‘ for your arrival in London, you may
imagine what a difappointment it was to me
4;' when I dnderﬁoqd that, immediately on land-
‘ *ing, you were under the neceffity of fetting
‘ out for Wales. I am fenfible, however, of
‘:_l'thc propnety of that meafure, and {hall now
“i{"‘?"acquamt you thh the circumftances that
- made me peculiarly defirous of feeing you in
,'town. Sicge B ”
~ Inone of your letters from the continent
. there is a hint which fhows that you had
fome idea of my having afcbemc to promote
a marriage between my fon and Mifs Moy{ton.
T do not give you credit for a vaft deal of pe-
_ netration on that account. You muft natu-
rally have imagined that I could have no other
~defign the moment you heard that I cultivat-
Ced an acquaintance with her and her aunt.,
i 'On W__hat other account could I have fubmit-
ted to the penancc.ﬂbf vifiting and being vi-
f ted by fuch women ? You can have no no-
 tion of their vulgarlty
Knowmg that they were engaged with a
: I. Q
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» pxnts Wlth the thought, that, through my
;:;;f;;:fuﬁ‘ermgs, my fon rmght obtain for his wife
r,fj':the greateft heirefs in England. Little do
| chxldren conﬁder s7hat a tender and affection--
-_f_, ate mothcr is capable of endurmg for the laft- -
_mg good of her offspring ! :

Whlic 1 perfcvexed m my attentions to
'thcfe two Women, I often fpoke to them of
: _,_my fon, who at this time was vifiting his
’”‘f‘eﬁatc in Ireland I defcribed him, you may
beheve, in the moﬁ: ﬂ.lttermg colours, takmg
‘-,,pa;txcular care to fuit my defcription to what

| I"conceivéd'to be the tafte of the niece. One
day, bemg alone W1th the aunt, I determined
et to open my views to ‘her ; but while in pre-
paratmn for what I intended, I was enlarging
_on my fon’s fine qualities, the old lady anti-
:'v”c_ip.atéd my purpofe, exclaiming—< What a

'-'}:hafming match would fuch an accomplifth-
e cd young nobleman make for my niece !”
o received ‘the hint grac1ouﬂy, but with 7
b:commc dlgm*y —< My fincere fricndfhip
L3
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frequent mentlon of les Moyﬂ:on mn h1s pre-
‘ fence. _Thls naturally wrned the dlfcourfe on
--“;j her fortune s and I took care that fome per-_
fon i in the company was fure to make the ob-
fr;rva.tlon—-—that fhe was the greateﬁ: heirefs in
.J'-k;thc lﬂand -1 was in hopcs that this would.
have exc1ted a defue in my fon to be 1ntro-»5‘£"-
{,E;;duced to thc young lady, but I dlfcovcred
- that his mlnd was at that time engroﬁ'ed with- ;
the thoughts of purchaﬁng a mare W];nch bad_ :
_ ftruck his fancy, and he could attend to no-
thing elfe. As foon as I underftood that he

- had fucceeded in obtaining the mare, Lagain

.:"'mtroduced the fub_]e& of Mifs Mﬁﬁon, and "7
gave him a pretty circumftantial detail of her
; fortune, haying preyioufly informed myfelf of
the vanous forms in which her immenfe pro-
perty is fecured. I concluded the narrative
- with the phrafe appropriated for women about %
 to be married, ¢ that fhe had every quahﬁca~

tion requifite for rendering the marriage flate

twppy.l






¥H3 et

- he »foon recovercd from h:s furpflzc, and, |

:onlthe wnole, condu&ed-hxmfelf fully as well 24

~durmg this ﬁrﬂ: vifit, as I had expefted.

As he contmued the fame behaviour when
'he met them at x;ny houfe, and fometlmes
: wf tea them at their own, I flattered myfelf
_vthat every thing was in good train for the ac-
colnph(hment of my wifhes. But fome-
'_!.'thmg like backwardnefs, on the pirt of

" my fu'l, has 1ppeared ﬁm.e ~of which I will

"-,':jgwe you an account in my next; for I
_ am now obliged to drefs for lady Faro’s af-

_fembly, from which T would not, on any ac=

”.'coﬁnt, be a-bfcnt' this particular night, as 1

__have had 2 forebodmg, ever fince I rofe this
i mormng, that I fhall be a very confiderable
=Wmnf:r. '

You will laugh at my foreboding, and im-
j-Pu_te it to fuper[’cltlon 5 though 1 really never
- am {uperftitious, unlefs when I am in an ill

ﬁate of health. My foreboding, at prefent,

15 'fo_uq&ed'on what you have often told me is

#:c only juft bafis for betting, namely, calcu-












g had mafned a wormn of fortune WlthOUt any
| '_rcgald to her looks.” i To this he made no
~anfwer ; though,‘from his countenance, T
~ thought my_ylemmk. made fome impreflion

: on ljifn.éWHéthér' it proceeds from o
: "Ienoe or vacancy (for'I need not attempt'
o ¢ conceal from you that Jord Deanport has
~ hot a great vanety of ideas), he feldem en-
o Gages in an argument ; and often, when he is
-ientnely of a different opinion from thofe who
- endeavour to perfuade him to 'my meafure,
 he fays nothing againft it : fo that many have
imagined they had brought him round to
_thelg%vav of thinking, becaufe he remained
filent, Whl(.h he dxd merely to avoid the fa'
P ' tigue of reafoning. o »
On the prefent occafion, however, I

;.thoug‘ht'him a little affeGted by what I faid ; -

| ‘and ‘with a view to gain him entirely, I

added, v L hat unque!honah]y his fo*u.rw
'i}«-ﬁvas ivery confiderable ; that his Enghfh e~
i ﬁate, in particular, ‘had been greatly im-

e .,proved bv the pamu I had beﬁowcd on it
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during hxs mmonty 5 but that he ﬂxll owed a:‘,-:?;
great fum : that, by‘a marnage Wlth Mifs
Moyfton he Would be freed at once from
 that burden, be in poffeflion of a large fum
ot readv meney, and a vaft additional for-
tune in land, which, by an accellion of in-
fuence with admu}x{’cranon, ‘would enable
him to provide for his friends and depene
dants at no'e'xpenfe tolthimafelf:” . T alo:
- hinted, < that the add1t10na1 thoufand pounds
which he had added to my Jo‘htute, before
fo thamefully fmall, would no longer be
felt; but that he would even be able to
double it, and fill have more than. twice
as much to fpend as he could afford at pre-
fent.” | k_ :

You have had but too tﬁany proefs that lord
Deanport knows nothing of true generofity :
what I have heard you remark my dear {ir,
15 certainly juft, that he takes after the con-
tracted charader of his fatherc: w1 hardly ever
knew him perform one generous action from

the genume movement of hlS own heau



V;pmmpted by me, ot fonte other perfon evenv;': ;
;the addition that he made to my jointure was !
obtained by the repeated fuggeftions of thofe
‘Whom I employed-,for that purpofe ; and he
_granted it at laft mote to relieve himfelf
vfrom 1mportumty than from any mclmatmn
to obhge. ' =

o After throwmcr out the hint above men-
j ﬁbn;d, ..I told my fon, ¢ that I had heard
(which I really have) that lord Sordid, fon
of — had of late paid particul:ir

_ attention to Mifs Moyﬁon.
. This roufed him more than 'My thing I
had hitherto fuggefted. Do you imagine,’’
., faid he, with a tone of contempt, ¢ that X
have reafon to dread lord Sordid as a rival ?”
I told him, ¢ that he vccrtainlly had not,

= provided he paid nearly the fame attention
to the Iady which that lord did.”

Lol efs attent'on will do,’ rfaid he, and left

mf; Wlth an air of great felf- fufficiency.
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H1s want of due attentlon : o-» the Iady +

my only fear ; for, m pomt of pex‘fon and

countenance, my fon has much the 1dvantage
~ of lord Sordid, as indeed he has of moft young:
men of fathion. I do not 1eqolle&, one Who,-'
. in thofe articles, can berthough-t his fuperior,,
except Mordaunt ; and he derives his fuperi- |
ority more from that graceful franknefs and
captivating ecafe of manner, which all the
others attempt, but none have céught, than
to the exclufive beauty of his face and figure.
My fon, on the contrary, to-a fupercilious
_ addrefs joins a repulfive look ; thefe, with
* his natural indo_lence,»‘bei-ng oppofed to lotd
Sordid’s fawning affiduity, alarmed me {o
much, that I took pains to imprefs both
Mifs Moyfton and her aunt with an unfa-
vourable idea of lord Sordid. I reprefented
him as the flave of avarice, and commented
at large on that paffion as the moft debafing
for himfelf, an& the moft tormenting 0 2
wife, that a hufband coulcll have. o Tt 18















to be certain that all this influence would

 MORDAUNT. ¢G5

i;’f“‘hz‘l'tura_lly'féll into otHer hands. Into whofe
‘hands do you think it would fall ? and for

whom would that perfon ufe it ?

The very firft effe@ of it Would be, to re-
compenfc you for your late difappointment,
by placing you in pa.rlxament I am fenfible

~ that a feat would be highly convenient for

you at pref'exit - indeed, it is the ‘only’protcc—

tion which feveral very worthy gentlemen of
2 . i

T

my acquaintance have againft the infolence
of tradefmen. ;
‘But, over and above that {ecurity, I am

perfuaded, that when yoif are in parliament,
and known to have influence with my fon,
‘your -flext application to the minifter will nat
be followed by the fame cold neglect that

your laft was.
Your not being a {peaker does not account

for it : very few of his adherents are of ufe

to him in debate ; and, were it not for the’

- immenfe power of ‘his own eloquence, and
the ingenuity of two or threc others, bis

M 3
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poﬁ'eﬂ'es that in a very eminent degree, every
other rcqmﬁte is taken for granted.

‘Iam perfuaded that it is not yet too late for
one of your natural quicknefs and ingenuity :
durmg the refidence you ate at prefent obliged
to make in the oountry, you could not em-
ploy the time better than in compofing
- foeeches, and pronouncing them before a

mirror ; by which you will acquire becom-’

ing gefticulation, and accuftom yourfelf to
““retain a feries of arguments and illuftrations
' in your memory. You will do well to pre-
pare harangues for both fides ; becaufe there
is no knowing which party may be upper-
moft by the time you fhall obtain your feat.

And, after you have chofen your fide, and
 fhown undcr whofe banner you mean to fight,

'though it Wlll be expected that you fhould

make fome kind of declaration regarding your

future cundu&, it will be worth your while
~ to make yourfelf mafter of as many equivocal ;
B phrafes as the Englith language admits, and
i ayec
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to‘ ufe gcncfal expreffions ; that in cafe of'
your finding it for yoﬁr intereft to. adoptfopq.
pofite meafures, you may have little d1ﬁi-’7,‘
culty, in cxplammg away the obvxous fenfe
of your former declaratxons

From a negle& of this neccﬁ'ary prccauq
tion, feveral perfons of my acquam.;ancc%._ln
other re(pe&s of diftinguithed prudence, have
found themfelves in a very aWkward fitua-
tion. Bt Ml on el Lot

I have been carried infenfibly from my fub- .
je&t ; and now, when I intended to refume,
I am int'errupted :—it is the aunt herfelf:
fhe is in the drawing-room, She, never vi-
fited me before without being accompamcd
“with her niece. ' I muft finith here, or mifs
‘the poft. I fhall write again to'—'morrow Do
not write to my fon till you recewc my ‘

. next: s
Adien] -
SO E {548

:"i_i: 3

| Pigs Only ‘%ﬁe a thort hne, to tell me | ‘h
how old Phﬂhps 35 -

E
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LETTER XXXVIH

TR
"

lee Same to t/ze Same
THE vifit, by which my letter of yef’c'cr'day
was interrupted, adds to my former folici- .
~ tude that you fhould write in. the moft im-
preflive terms to my fon. T hope you are
fufficiently convinced that .the planTam fo
. anxious for, befides gaﬁtjfying.;r_he,,ivijll’ great-
Ly conduce td'-‘your-a'\'ivn intereft as well as
as that of lord Deanport. : R
3 ”IAv_wﬂl now inform you' of- the caufe of thc‘

’aunt svifit. I no fooner entered the room ‘
than I pcrccwed fomething had difturbed the
g unmean ng; fimper. that swas wont to dwell

i' round and rofy features. She told

__;Rm'é,v after a good deal of ‘embarraffinent and
awkward cucumlocutmn, ¢¢ that the was ex-
tremely forry to be obhged to {peak on fuch

§ a {ub)e& ‘but that it was 1mpoﬁible not te

i ki
"_ﬂ et e AL

-

&
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be hurt at the coldnefs of Jord Deanport s _
behaviour towards “hér mccc, Wﬁch had ap-."
- peared fo vefy evident at an affemb the pre-
ceding evemng ; that it muft have ﬂruck
every body; for his lordthip h&d hard]y fj poken !
to her during the*whole evem_ng,-~though :
the had kept herfelf difengaged from 5@9;'{1’117‘1’6,

the gamc the moft dehghts i on purpofe to
converfe with him.” 1 Sl :
1 affured sher <o that; if I could haVe any
idea of indifference for her niece on the part
of my fon, it would give me the moft fenfi-
ble uneafinefs, becaufe I was certain he ne-
.ver could meet with another young ‘Iﬁ&y"b‘f .
equal worth ; that T knew he was of the fame g

way of thmkmg, but that he was of an.inat

i

tentive turn of mind, and often had
indifference to the people he loved moﬂ*
“in fhort, it was mere habit.”’ in
' She obferved, a little fulkrly, ‘f{’t‘%hag it was.
a very bad habit.” :

2 acﬁnow]edgcd 1o but add.ed in extenua- g

o
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tion, ¢ that it was a habit which people of
“high rank were apt to” contra¢t without in-
“tention. You muft have obferved, my dear
- madam,”’ faid I, - how pecuharly we are
liable to be abfent and inattentive: I am
convineed it muft have occurred to yourfclf
fometimes to have fallen into a kind of reve-
rie, during which you hardly knew your inti-
mate friends or acquaintance.”’

Flattered with the clafs I had placed her
in, her features relaxed fomewhat of their
fullennefs, andiihc faid, ¢ that, admitting
there was juftice in what I urged, fhll it
feemed ftrange that a man fhould behave
with more c_oldncfs to the woman he loved
thaﬁ to others.”

Endeavourmc to remove the force of this
_obfervatlon, I began to hint at the effe& of
very refpecful love, which fometimes pro-
‘duced a tinjidity and an appearance of cold-
_nefs.—She interrupted me with impatience

‘and indignation, faying ‘¢ ghat fhe had heard
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of exceflive love and refpeét havmg been
' urged as an apology‘for the greatePc infult a*
woman could rccexvc but that, in her opl-’ g
“nion, men who were poffefled of that kind of
refpe&t had no bufinefs to marry.”

- I was alarmed at the air. of _contempt with
which fhe pronounced this, and haftened to
remove the unfavourable impreffions that I -
had accidentally given. . e

“ My dear madam,” {aid 1, .“." did )you
never hear of men who, after being very warm
lovers during the whole of their courtfhip;
proved Very«cold hufbands ?’* ‘

She anfwered, in a very feeling accent,
«¢ that fhe not only had heard of fuch falfe
deceivers, but had known fome of them.”

&6 Wéll ; and no doubt yoil mauft alfq have
known or heard of men who, after fiaving
been very cold and inattentive lovers, became
moft warm and affectionate hufbands.”

After a paufe, the declared fhe never had.

ce Thls furpuici me,”. rcfumed I.::% But

. SRS
X R 1

i
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I ‘can aflure you  that lord Deanport will
‘:“be as {trong a proof of the fact as a thou-
: fand inftances 5° becaufe’ he has, from his
meancy, had 'a kind of ‘carelefs, neOhgent
manper, to thofe he loves beft. I myfelf,
for example, have often experienced it, thougl,
at bottom, he is the moft affe€tionate and moft
dutiful of fons; and to people, on the other
hand, for whom he has no real regard, and
never wifhes to fee in private, %e 1s always
very attentive in public. But you muit re-
’in_,ember that it is'in merckext'erpal behaviour,
and in'trifling matters, that he difplays this
attention ; for, in .eﬁ'e'ntiéls, he has no connec-
tion with them : and therefore, my dear ma-
dam,”” concluded I, ¢ you may rely upon it,
~ that, in the fame degree that my fon is ne-
gligent in matters of mere etiquette, he will
be affiduous in ;things of importance ; and
though you may think him rather a carelefs
lover, your niece will find him an affeGtionate
ind dutiful hufband ; for I know that it is

Both ir in his power and nature to be fo.”
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Thxs {feemed to fansfy her ; ,‘agd we parte ]
as good friends as-ever. Ihave fpoken to my
fon on the fubject ,vbut he is‘fo verym,dolent,
and fo very apt to fail, in every refolution he
makes, and every engagement he comes un-
der, if he has not either fome internal fimu- |
lant to excite him, or fome external monitor
to advife him, that.I earneftly beg you will
put the importance of this whole bufinefs, in
as {trong a$omt of view as you can, in your
very *next letter to him ; for, in {pite of all
my infinuations agaihﬂ: lordr Sordid, if he and
his relations continue their attentions to the
niece, and my fon perfeveres in his neglet of

her, there is reafon to dread the event.
Yours, as ufual,
E. DEanPoRrT,
I expeéted you would rally me on my

notxon, that fortune at play often depends onl
feats.. You are fo polite as to tell me that this
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gf lord . Sordid, and the mzigniﬁcgence h‘e
would be egabled to difplay on his marriage
. with mifs Moyfton, determined my fon to
« thwart him, by an immediate renewal of his
- own afliduities. He came and informed me
: of his .determination.._ I cautioned him to do
this in‘ a manner confiftent with the account
I had lately given of him, which I knew
_had been faithfully repeated to the niece..
The aunt and niece were equally delighted
« with the whole of his behaviour. They now
. thought that the carelefinefs which had fhock-
ed them before, and ‘Which they believed they
ftill perceived in his addrefs, was on._ the
whole graccfuri._ The young lady’s delight was
increafed by the fplendor of our liveries, and
the tafte of my fon’s drefs on the birth-day.
His renown as a minﬁet-danczer you are no
ftranger to. = It would be difficult to decide
whether mifs Moyfton WE..S moft pleafed with
the charms of his‘_face, of his embroidery, or
~of his dancing ; but fhe feemed quite in rap-
: tures with the united effec of the three. = As

VOoL. II. N
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‘he is now a little famxhgnfcd ‘to the coarfe-
nefs of her features and the vn]ga»nty of her
“manners, the impreffion they at firft ‘made.
on him begins to diminifh, while thar de-
rived from a contemplatxon of her Wealth finks: .
deeper every day. 1 have good_ ‘hopes ' that
the whole bufinefs will be happily terminated
within a very fhort time. I regret much that
you cannot quit your poft, were it but for a
few days. I fhould like to hdve alittle con-
verfation with you before I fp'eéfk. to the aunt
on the fubjet of fettlements. ‘O'n"’tiaiséﬁ’in-..
terefting fubject I am not fond of writing.

§ . E DEANPORT.
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. LETTER'RE. -

The Same to'the Same.

London.

I AM fcnﬁblc of the wifdom of what you
fuggeﬂ:, in ryour laft, refpeéhng the fettle-
ments.. Unquefhonably, the more of the ready
money mifs Moyfton' {hall kcep at hér own
difpefal, after marrlage, the better will it be
for. herfelf -and the more convenient for me.
Je -am convmccd Wlth _you, that 1 fhall find
it eaﬁer to deal with her than with my fon

on e.ertam pomts.

& It is long fince you made it clear to me,
from the 1ndolencc, thc everlaf’tmg cnndi,
and thc total want of refources in his own
mind; that he muft always be under the ma-
nagement of another, moﬁ probably of one
woman' after another. . It is evident, how-
ever, that mifs Moyﬂon will never. be 6f the
~ mumber: {he' wants that degree of Uaauiyﬂ

¥ N9
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and of comphance to his favounte taftes,
without which cvery other accomphfhment
and virtue a woman can poflefs would be
unfupportabie_ to him. I am fuﬁ’ieientl_y
_aware, that it will be difficult for me long-to
retain that portion of influence with him that
“would be agreeable’ to Ipyfel‘f;‘ or ufeful to
my friends : on which accouﬁt- I was the
'rnore?impatient to haye the ceremony over as |
foon as poffible ; bein‘g pretty fufre,"k'that, at
the prefent moment, eertain ar;énger’heﬁts,
highly expedieﬁt for me, would be-eom‘plied
with, and rendered irrevocable ; whereas,
from. the expenence 1 have already had of
my fon’s difpofition, he might, at a futg_re
period, be lefs obliging. ‘ ‘53’

When every circumftance feemed con-
ducive to the {peedy fulfilment of my W1fhes,
2 new and unexpe&ed 1ncxdent gave me in-
quletude, and was the caufe of my po{’cpomn(r
writing to you for fo long a time .

I had hopes that it mlght prove an_ill--
founded alarm, and I wifthed to fpare you :
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an uneafinefs you could not rexjnove' ; but, as
you e‘xprefs as much pain on account of my
long filence as you will fuffer from knowing .
the caufe of it, I muft inform you, that lord
Dc_éanpo’i:t is captivated with a new face, to
fuch a degree, that he again relaxes in his at-
tentions to mifs Moyfton. It muft be ad-
mitted, indeed, that if great beadty na Wi'fc‘
could impart as lafting and folid happinefs to.

« a hufband as great fortune, my fon would a&
wifely .in preferring this interloper; for the
furpaffes mifs Moyfton as much in the al-
lurements of face and perfon as the latter
does her in thofe of fortune. But he has al-
ready given proofs, which I need not men-
t,;gn to you, that mere beauty never could fix
him above a month ; whereas his attach-
ment to money fcems to increafe with his
years: and Bej;ﬁd‘e‘s,; putting beauty entirely out
of the. quéﬁi(:).,ll on the one part, and fortune
“on the other, mifs"Moyfton would be a much
mOrc,,{cqmmé‘&ious wife for my fon than this
new chﬁrmer.' The foi'iniér, poor creatsre,

N3
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as foon as (he ﬁﬂ&s”}herf‘elf entlrel'r‘:"ﬁié;gle&edﬁ
y ‘her hufband, a5 m&’&* aifuredly ‘-_“"-,y{v'vﬂl be,
if Deanport proves to be her man, W111 dide
re&ly fall to lgcutm erymg, and upbrﬁding,
.unul ﬁndmcr them of no eﬂ'e& {he" Wlll at
laft, fink into’ tamenefs and ,ﬁ;b_t_mﬂﬁlon, and
‘become a flave for life, wi'th?;:tfhe?’; title of
countefs : whereas, from what'T have al-
.ready feen of the other, I &ronﬁ@r fifpe@ that
{he is infinitely more like}y" to govern his "
lordfhip than to be governed b’y’hxm

" The name 'of the damfel in queﬁi&ﬁ is
Chxford the is- daucrhter of Northumberland
Clifford; Whom you muft remember “He
lived {ome time abroad after the death of Pils
wife : he took this girl with h1m, and, T ubs
derﬁand retumed ‘about two. ycars {go, ‘and
foon after died. Tle was cned tip by fome
people a5 a man of Pcrong fenfe, and even
what they eall genms Fowds 2 hthe aeé-
quamted with h1m before hxs marrlage 5 but

both. The gul reﬁdes at’ prefent w1th Mr
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Dﬁ{nley, who is married to her aunt. What
" does not tend to remove ,any prejudxce I may
»havc agamﬂ: this mxfs, is her being 2 fayou-
~rite of that ﬁately prop of ftale v1rgm1ty,
Jady Diana, Franklm, who, of all thofe whom
L hate, s the perfon I hate the moft. TP Ris o
plaéihg hcrflvaidy[hip at the head of a pretty
numerous band. |
When I percc;ved that lord Deanport was
« more. than ufually attenuve to Mifs Cliﬁ"@gd,
1 thought it requ;ﬁte to inform myfelf alittle of
her temper and dlfpoﬁtxon, and with that view
drew her into converfation two or three times,
at the aﬁ'embhes where I occafionally met her:
but obferving that les Moyfton could not bear
ce q}e,fpeak to heq, I faw it would notbe fafe
gcontjntlc fo .long a$ to en'ab_le me to form
a jud,_%men’t‘ of her charaéter, though I could
not help being ftruck with her manner, which,
it muft be confefled, is at once eafy and dig-
.":‘fmﬁed and as cruelly contrafted with poor
i 4;:»;M1fs Moyﬁon s vulgar and conﬁramed addrefs
N 4< '
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as thc fweet countenance of the tﬁne is with
the four afpec of the‘other. .i.;;p
Knowing that Mrs. Demure, fhc " rich,
handforne widow, vifited Mrs. Darnley, Mifs
Clifford’s aunt, and having obferved that fhe
made greatly up to the young Iady, i thoughtf
I might learn fomething of her character and
difpofition from the widow : I therefore
called on her, in the hope of obtaining the
information I withed. On my vmcntioning'
Mifs Clifford, fhe inftantly 5t off on a full
canter of panegyric—*¢ Oh ! fhe was the moft
delightful, moft amiable, beft-natured young
woman fhe had ever known,” with many
accomplifhments which fhe was enumerating ;
when I ftopped her in the middle of her c.
reer, by obferving, ¢ that #o woman'in Lon-
don feemed to be fo much the object' of ad-
miration as her friend.”  She changed coleur .
at this rernarks ; and, after dfhWiﬁ'g her breath
2 little longer than ufualy faidees Mifs CLf
ford, unqueftionably, is very much ‘adxx}ir,c‘d.l’ :

PO



e N§y,” fald I, % only ‘mean by the men ;

‘AOthﬁrS s

-« o

“for | know that the womﬁn in general grefrar“

i cg_c '

el And pray,” %d Mrs Dcmurc, ¢ whe-
thcr ‘doss your ladyfhip think men or women
tﬁeﬁe?{ Jﬁdges P
P amhics Wbmcn, without dﬁubt,’“ anfwer-

“ Tam completely of ol ladyﬂup $ opi-

nion,’? faid {he. , : &

<< § mean,” refumed I, ¢ that women are

; infinitely the beft judses of every thing that

i tmly Wmthy of ‘admiration, of every qua-

‘ hty that a woman of a well-formed mind can

be {folicitous about ; in fthort, of every thing

e cept ‘mere Sxternal beauty : of that, to be

fure; my dear madam, the men are the beft -

jﬁdges ; and they, with one vmcc, give it in
favour of your beloved friend, Mifs ‘Clifford.”

e 1 od e e know,” faid flie, with a face '

t\@ffﬁhic}f’*‘had fuddenly’ changed from pale to
' crimfon, ¢ that they were fo unanimous.”
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=% 0. yes i cnedJ (fer 1 love to torment
envious people)—<‘ @ .yes, my dear, gu1§§~
unanimous, as to face and'fhape.—I heard,”
continued I,"¢ the duke. Qf —=—, and you :
know that nobedy ftudies 'famalc,bca,uty__mgre
minut’elylrthan his grace—Well, Ilgeard him.
declare, that nothing had appca;;gde@qgal i
beauty to Mifs Clifford fince the reig_n of the -

Gunnings.”

¢ The duke,”: faid the, checkmg a ﬁgh
and forcing a f{mile, < is an admirer of the
beauties of the laft age, or'of foreign coun-
tries.— It is fufficient for Mifs Clifferd to have
lived fome );earé in Italy and France to obtain
hizs admiration.” _ .

I faid. << I wasignorant that his grace gave.
fo great a preference to forelgncrs R »
¢¢ Did you not know,?’ faid the, ¢ that he

is in love with the whole French emigration ?
- did you not know that t‘hefe-‘_Frenshrwonién
are attempting togive ‘the oz in London as
much as they ever did at Paris ? ,‘a.,nd;;-gs,for'



my fmcndmlfs Chﬁ"ord i'he has more the
: aﬁ'« of an emlgrant than of an ‘Englifh wo-
mni?’ e & ; eag i 5 : :

T owned T hmot obferved it ; but {haf

A'aﬁ"&ﬁd “that it was meft apparent ; adding,

© <that fhe not only had acquired the air, but

'hkewd'e ‘the fentiments ‘and mannets, of the
‘French ladies, which,”’ continued fhe, are
far more free and eafy than thofe of our coun-

: trywomen,-‘ahd‘ probably, more 7o the tajte.of

‘the men, whem your lady fhxp thinks the beft

- judges of beauty.” ;

[ was pleafed to hear an infinuation of this
nature;  becaufe lord Deanport, with that
equity which. diftinguithes your fex, while he

@iows hun@lf the utmoft latitudc, is wonder-
fully rigid in his notions refpeéhng the con-
duék of women. ' His delicacy in that point is
‘carried to a»hmcrht that you could fmrdlv have
conceived in-a man who has fo very little in

- his behaviour towards then.

s - “With all the-inclination in the world to

- believe Mrs. Demure’s infinuations juft, I con-
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fefs I Bive fome dou’bts on that h&&d Afirtt;
becaufe I know the widow to be as ma.hcmus_‘
as a monkey, and as envious as an old mald
and, m the fecond place, becaufe I recolle& a
very Judlmous obferm»tlon of yours, Wherit'?
Mifs ——, then in the bloom of her beauty,
was given as the author of a‘certain report to.+
my difadvantage—< The infinuations of one hand-
fome woman,” youdaid, ¢ againjt another of fi-
pertor beauty, are mever to be believed.

I will, howex}er, make inquiries concerning
mademoifelle Clifford, from thofe whoie tef=
timony. is more to be depeﬁded» on than Mrs..
Demure’s.  She is too handfome not to have
been expofed to many attacks, and particu-
larly to thofe of fcandal ; yet, unlefs it be the «
hints above mentioned, I have heard nOth'L_ngw»
to her difadvantage. I plainly perecive that
both the aunt and niece are alarmed ; and, I
fear, with too much reafon. How provoking,
after all the trouble I have taken, if this
thoughtlefs young man fhould throw himfelf
away at Jaft ! I am much at a lofs how to
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& LETTER XLIW

\;t,.w’ ¥ * s 1;1\3“

b

R ; B e

Erem the Same to the S&me. '

s

1 canNoT help obferving, my good fr, that
your letters have ‘been 'vvondcrfully lacenic
of late : your laft was in the mercantile fiyle,
precifely confined to the neécﬁl!ﬁ In yduf
prefent confinement you muft have much
time on your hands: pray cotred in your
next letter the fault of which I complain.

I am fill uneafy on account of this Mifs
Clifford ; it is evident that my fon becomes
every day more attached to her: what will
furprize you, however, the feems to be in-
different about him. This, in all probabi-
lity, proc’:e"eds B ol B on e fo, mifs
is a little outin her politics ; fhe would have
fucceeded better with lord Deanport by af-
fe@ing to be in love with him. This ftrata-
gem would fail indeed with a woman f{o very

.
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: pla@m her appcaranﬁs as Nhfs Moy&on, or
: 'any other who did not, to a certain degree,
“pleafe his fancy ; but I am convmced from
"wh_at_‘I have?f;q;b;ferycd An hrs difpofition, that
a Wérriaq’whg pleafed him, though ever fo
little at firft, and who would infallibly lofe
~ him by apparent indifference, might gradu-
: éll_y draw him en to matrimony merely by af-
fe&ing an irrefiftable paffion for him. You
could hardly have an idea how-hﬁny women
- of my acquaintance have obtained very. com-
- fortable rﬁarria‘ges_,,- by making men,who would
‘ not bth‘er-wifedrhave ever thought of them, be-
‘lieve that they fecretly languifhed for them.
A large fhare of vanity, with a moderate por-
“tion of good hature, difpofes a man to fall
into ‘this fnare. You lords of the creation
have in general a far greater proportion of
‘the firft than of the fecond :- yet I know a
. remarkable inftance in-which there appeared
an equal fhare of both. A man of fortune, 2
rélation of my hutband, arrived at the age of
 fifty without the (malleft inclination to marry.

.-
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~ He had been longfmmted with smden’
lady, about tem ycars yoanger than himfelf,
with a conﬁderable fof;&une, but with’ a dif-
agreeable countenancc, andia dafpoﬁtlon 1€~

“ fembling her face. The man thought ‘no
more of ‘propofing mérriagg to her than to
the Dutch pug the always had in her/lap.

By the failure of 2 houfe in the'city fhe
loft three-fourths of her fortune. A female
‘acquaintanceiof hers happened to lament this
‘misfortune to my hufband’s relation ; adding,
as an aggravation, that, as fhe had now loft all
her money, her eld friends would no longer
admit her into ‘their 1Qo~pa‘rties, and the poor
woman would notiknow what to do with her- A
elf: fhe concluded by affuring him that this
~unfortunate lady had long harboured a fecret
fondnefs for him. "

| My hufband’s re]auon made progpfals of

marriage to the lady and of courfe marrled

her next day.
My hufband was greatly aﬁomﬂled and a
little provoked, at this ftep of his relation,

-
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“Dtd you marry her for her fortune
_ faid my lord, ironically, to the hufband.
. “¢ Certainly not,” anfwered he.
= o Was it for the fake of her beaﬁty 3
_added my lord. . ,
“ No; I cannot fay it was,” replied the
other. : b ' e

¢ Did you marry her for the fake of her

fweet t_empci(v:?”,_ﬁ s :
. “"_N ot in the leaﬂ:?;; anfwered the other.
'  “ In the devil’s name, for whofe fake did
you marry {fuch a woman ?”” exclaimed my lord.
¢ I married her for God’s fake,” anf{wered
- the imfband, with refignation.

"My fon, it is true, is in little danger of
acting from ths fame motive ; but he is afl-
furedly fond of rﬁifs Clifford ; and were tfhe
to fthow a partiality for him, I thould trem-

ble for the confequence. '

I underftand that the rides uncommonly -
well ; that, in the north, fhe ufed fometimes
to hunt. It is {furprifing that {uch excurfions
have not given rife to fome ftories that
~ would be worth communicating to my fon:

VOL, II. ool
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- perhaps fome fuch may exift, though con-
fined to Northumberdand ; /if fo, I am in a
fair way of hearing of them. I have learnt
that a certain Mr. ProGor had for many years
the management of Clifford’s eftate, and
lived in great intimacy with' his family. The
man, however, I am told, is rather on il
terms with young Clifford, and of courfe
. will not be difpofed to conceal any thing he
knows to the difadvantage of the. family.
This man is in opulent circumftances, a wi-
dower, about the age .of fifty, and has the
réputation of being a very prudent man. You
will probably fufpe& the truth of the Iaft
article, when I inform you that he lately
made a propofal of marriage to a blooming
lafs of twenty-two. You muft remember
Peggy Almond, the handfome girl you have
feen with me in Yérkfhix:c. As fhe has lit-
tle or no fortune, her aunt, and other rela-
tions, were all eager for her accepting fo ad-
.vantageous an offer ; and, the girl herfelf
having more love for his fortune than aver-

fion againft his perfon, the match would have
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- taken place, had I not interfered. T cer-"
taiﬁlY-was of more ufe’to Mr. Proctor, on
this occafion, than all his prudence ; for I
; perfua_ded.the girl to decline the offer; re-
prefenting him as a morofe, vulgar old man,
who would coop her up in a gloomy houfe
in Northumber}and, and prevent her from -
>everl feeing London, or fafhionable life, any
more. My reafon was, that if the man had
real]y been fo mad as to marry her, I fhould
have loft her company, which I find rather
an amufing refource when I go to the feat in
Yorkfhire. I, underftanding that he is foon.
to be at York, when of gpurfe he will vifit
the aunt, with whom P:eggy 1i€es, I have
written to her to draw from him all the infor-
mation {he can refpe&ing the Clifford family,
and particﬁlarly the"private hiftory of made-
moifelle.. That fhe may do this with the
‘more .zeal, I have given her reafon to hope
that I may fend for her foon to the capital.
You cannot have an idea of the power of
this bribe on the mind of a girl deep-read in
Qe
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playé and novels, who is conftrained to live in
the country, and is-iptoxiCated with admiration
of the axia.uféments of the town. If Mr.
P‘roc‘.‘_tor' had offered to carry her, for tovo’ or
three months every feafon, to London, fhe
would have :icéepted his hand, in {pite of all
I could have faid or done. Indeed, it was .
by affuring her that I would take her thither
with me laft feafon that I prevailed on her
to reje@ his fuit; which I no fooner, knew
fhe ;had done, than I wrote a moft affeGtionate
epiftle, in which I ftated to her an infur-
‘mountable reafon for leaving her behind ; and
poor Peggy was obliged to return to her
aunt at York, difappointed of a hufband; -
and, what fhe felt as feverely, difappointed
of a journey to London.

Though this girl is & real refource to me
in the country, I have not the lcaﬁ need of -
her in town, and have therefore always found

- pretexts for .leéving her ~behind. @ On ‘the
prefent occafion, rhowevér,-_l thought it ex-

pedient to throw out the old lure to hcr,_-

E .8
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, wli:ich' whether I may find it convenient to
vcnfy her expcttations®or not, will render'
her happy in the mean time; for I am con-
. vinced e duinks. gnd areams of nothing

but London ever fince fhe received my laft
: lottér s s : :

“ You thall know, in good time, the effect
of her inquiries concerning mifs Clifford. In |
the mean time I endeavour, by every means
i my power, to keep mifs Moyfton and her
aunt in good-humour : the latter is the moft
trouble‘fome of the two. She infifts on mak-
ing me acquainted with her moit intimate
friends and relations, all of whom fhe cha-
racterifes as the ‘beft kind of people in the
world, and perfectly génteel ; and all of whom
I find of the moft difgufting vulgarity. The

_unconfcionable woman infifted on my ac-
companying her to lady Mango’s route, to
Whi'ch‘I had previoufly determined not to go,

: havihg already found it a fervice, not only of

great fatigue, but alfo of fome danger.

o 3
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.
: LETTER XLII.
Zhe Countefs of DEANPORT 10 Mi/s ALMOND,

YoRK.

My Dear PeGeGy. London.

YOU were witnefs to the pain I felt on our
feparation :—the fame cruel c1rcumﬁances
which prevented me from bringing you with
'me to town have alfo prevented my anfwer-
ing any of the kind letters I have received
from you fince my arrival. You cannot
“imagine how I have been worried with bu-
finefs ; but it is now almoft over, and I am
in fome hopes that I may ftill have it in my
power to fend for, you before the end of the
feafon. I hope your aunt, to whom I beg
‘you will prefent my affeCtionate’ compli-
menté, will be 'prevailed on to part with
you. We fhall return together to York-
. fhire ; and, after you are tired with the
amufements of the town, I anticipate the
rural felicity we fhall enjoy at Willow-Bank.
o 4
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In one of your letters yoy inform r.nc,
that it is univerfally ‘believed in Yorkthire
that lord Deanport fsﬁhniediately to be mar- o
ried to Mifs Mp}fﬁon ; and in your laft you .
fay that you have juft heard of his having
fallen in love with Mifs Clifford of Northumi-
berland ; Which, it was thought, would break
the intended match. You have too much good
fenfe, my dear, to believe all the idle ftories-
that are circulated ; and I hbpe' you have a
better opinion of my fon’s underftanding, than

~ to imagine that he would act contrary to rea-

fon and propriety. -~ Mifs Moyfton is a virtu-

ous young lady, worthy of the hand of the
- firft nobleman of this kingdom. As for the '
Mifs Clifford you mention, I know little or
nothing aboﬁt her ; butI will own to you, as
a friend, that you have ‘excited my curiofity :
to know fomewhat of that damfel. Ti)ey
tell me fhe Ahas been a good deal abroad, and
has much the appearance of a French woman.
- 1 fhould like to know on what account fhe

went abread fo umexpecledly, what rumours
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were cxcited in the country on that head,
and how the fpent herstime in Northumber-
land after he,x"retﬁrn: I hear fhe ufed to hunt
a good deal. Of thefe and other particulars
~ concerning her, you may procure me a cir-
cumftantial account from your old friend Mr.
Pro&or, who lived on an intimate footing
with Mifs Clifford’s father, and had the ma-
nagement of his affairs when he was abroad.
~ Iapproved of ybur refufing Mr. Pro&or, not-
vvithﬁahding his fuppofed wealth ; becaufe he
is a retired kind of man, and lives not in that
{phere of life in which you are formed for
thining. I am glad, however, to hear that
_he ftill continues the vitim of your eyes ;
becaufe he may have it in his power to be
ufeful to you in various ways.

I hear he is foon to be at York ; and will
no doubt be frequently at your aunt’s during
his ftay. You will then find opportunitics

of getting the information I want,

. Idare fay that you will manage the bufi-

. nefs with your ufual addrefs, and without

= 3



202  MORDAUNT:

letting it be known that I am the perfon for
whom you make the inciuiries.‘ You thall
know at meeting on what account I am de-
firous of having this information ; for which
1 am the more impatient, becaufe the fooner
it comes the fooner will it be in my _p'owcr
to fend for you. i :

I remain yours affectionately,

e
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£

& ISR LETTER XLIII.

The Counte[s of DEANPORT 70 JAMES
ey GriNDILL, Ef.

London.

LADY Faro was {eized with a vioient indi-
' geftion, after {upping very heaft‘ily on capon’
ftuffed with truffles. This terrified her to
{uch a degree, that fhe has changed he night
of her affembly from Sunday to Monday. She
is fall very ill, but I ﬁncerely hope fhe will re-
cover ; for it would be very hard were fhe to
make her efcape before I had one other chance
for the money fhe won from me laft week.
Mcanwhile, as none of my acquaintance
‘who have card parties on Sunday are as yet
come to town, I fhall employ this evening
in endeavouring to amufe myfelf and you with
the hiftory I promifed. Lady Mango is the
- offspring of a refpectable ;grocer in the city,

who, having a variety of daughtess, thought
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it a prudent fpeculétjo;ii,' to fend «"the'j_».i-hand-

e

fomeft, and moft trgublefomc;’éf. th}gm,__dn a

matrimonial venture to Bengal ; where fhe

had the good luck te hit the fancy of Mr.

Méngo, juit after he had made an immenfe
fortune by fome very advantagcous C'ontréé’cs,
He paid afliduous court to the girl, made her
fpiendid offers, and was in hbpes of briLnging
the intrigue to a bhappy conclufion without
‘marriage; but, profiting by the experience the
had had previous to her leavingrL-ondon, the
rejected all terms in which that ceremonjr was
not an article. Afrer a hard ftruggle between
his prudence and his paffion, the latter ob-
tained the victory, and Mr. Mango was mar-
ried to Mifs Figes. : o

He was one of thofe men who put a great

importance on whatever contributes, evenin

the {malleft degree, to theirown cafe ; and little
or none to what conduces, even in the greateft
degree, to the eafe of others. This difpofi-
tion is by no means very uncommon ; but
Mr. Mango pofiefled it in rather a greater

.
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‘degree than ufual. In him, however, this
~did not proceed _fror:n’ any pofitive cruelty of
 temper ; but merely from an indolence of
* mind, which prevented him from ever think-
ing of any body’s fenfations but his own. In
the Eaft Indies, where men of his fortune
travel in palanquins, have flaves;to fan the
i fliss From. thein while they repofe, and arc
furrounded by the moft obfequious depen-
* dants, this kind of indulgence of felf, and
- forgetfulnefs of others, may be carried greater
lengths without a check’ than in England.
Mr. Mango was obliged to his wife for in-
~ ftru@ing him, that another perfon in his own
- family, befides himfelf, had a will of their
 own ; and that it-would tend to his tranquil-
lity to follow that perfon’s will inftead of his
own.. This the accomplifhed without the ai-
fiftance of genius; and without any talent
whatever, except obftinacy; for in all other
‘refpes the was a weak woman. She made
it a rule toinfift, with unremitting perfever-

 ance, on every meafure fhe pr_opofed,-until it



206 : MORDAUNT.

- was adopted and, by adhering to th1s ﬁmpIc
rule, all her meafures were fooner or: later .
adopted ; for, what pomt will not a man give
up, rather than hear an eternal harping on ‘the
fame ftring 2 : e »
After Mrs. Mango had obtalned the great :
obJe& of her voyage to the Eaft Ind1es, her
next was to prevail on her hufband to return
_to England; where the {plendor in which the
' propofed: to live was more flattering to her "
imagination than the lﬁxuries_at . her r.com-
mand where fhe was. Mr. Mango informed
her, ¢* that the fituation of his affairs required
that his family fhould remain another year in
the Eaft Indies;” and fhe informed him,
¢ that it would be better for him and his
family to return that very feafon to Eng-
land.””  She repeated “ this every day, and
- every hour of the day, for a month = after
which the whole family embarked. :
On their paflage home, the wife was ob-
{erved to be in good Apirits, even when che

weather was bad ; whereas the huiband
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: complained of ﬁckne‘fs,‘bv’; when the wea-
ther was good: and a*little before they ar-
rived at Portfmouth, he acknowledged to one
- of the paffengers, that his laft consradt was
- the moft unfortunate one he had ever made.

~ He had hardly any acquaintance in London;
and he was not much flattered by that of his
wife’s relations. Mr. and Mrs. Mango were,
therefore, feldom tbgether ; and he appeared
rather low-fpirited for fome time after their
| arfival : yet, when fhe afked him how he
liked London, he had the politenefs to an-
fwer, <¢ that, on the whole, he preferred it to
living aboard a fhip.”

By habit, ‘London became lefs: dxfagreeablc
to him ¢ and as he faw little of his wife, and
had formed fome new acquaintance whofe
fociety amufed him, he began to get the bet-
ter of his dejection, when his fpoufe opened
on him a new fource of vexation, which laft-
ed all his life.

Mi. Mango’s Chriftian-name was Jeremiah.
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When a boy a%u(chool his comradcs, for fome
whimfical rcafon, witen they withed to teaze
him, ufed to call him S# ze(c’_m:ab. Nothing
provoked him fo- much ; and he held in utter
abhorrence the appellation ever after. He
never figned Jeremiah, but always J. Mango.

His éorrcfpondcnts were inftructed to addrefs
' their letters to him in the fame ‘manner. If
- he received one with Feremiab at full'length,
it put him out of humour the whole day.

Moft unfortunately for this gentleman, the
'~ hufband of one of his wife’s acquaintance was

knighted; and hisfpoufe, of courfe, inftead of
Mrs, Lotion, was called lady Lotion. This

Wk 55 great mortification to Mrs. Mango, .
who conﬁde‘red herfelf as the fuperior of this .
~ acquaintance, becaufe her hufband was richer,

and becaufe, as ﬂle aflerted, fhe was fpruntT

from a more ancient and honourabl‘c family of

grocers than fhé other. |

Mr. Mango haviﬁg come home one day in
a ‘g'ajrer humour than ufual to diﬁricr,é—aﬁera
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httle preface, his {poufe faid- f that ins friends
'were furprifed that he d1d not apply to be

“created a kmght. g A

- The poor man turned pale in an initant,
and burft into a cold fweat: he well knew
the confequence of having that dignity con-
ferred on him would be to have the detefted
name of Sir Jeremiah founded in his ears for -
the reft of his life. He had often thanked his
ftars that this idea had never entered his wife’s -
: head and had once cautioned one of his friends
never to mentxon, in her prefence, the name of
a relanon of his, who made a continual difplay
of a forelgn badge upon hlS breaft, and had
Sir pronounced before his name. *The fame
friend told me, that Mr. Mmoo in the ful-
nefs of hxs heart, on this affe@ing fubjeé’c had
expreﬂed himfelf, with fome variation, in the

words of Othello :

‘=———=¢ It has pleafed heaven
- Totry me w AL‘} affiicti 103,
“'Fo ﬁeep me in marriage to the very lips,
~ To give to captivity me and my utmoft hopes;
YOL. II. ‘ ER

"
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Xet ﬁlll I find\ in fome place of my foui,
A drop of comfort T am not yet
A fixed figure for the time of fcorn

To pomt his ﬂow unmovmg ﬁngcr at e

% e continuc;:d hey ina lefs emphatic
tone, ¢“ though I hear fréqué‘nﬂy of wives
teazing their hufbands to apply to be made-
knights, yet that curfed fantafy has never og-
‘curred to mine; and I hope to lip quietly out’
of the world without being branded with the
horrid appellation of Sir _]eremiah.”

Such being Mr. Mango’s fentiments, it is
eafy to imagine how much he muft have been
fhocked at what his wife faid. He made no
nnmedlate Ieply, having fome faint hope that
it was a tranfient idea which fhe might never
tf’éfumﬂe. “But when Mors. Mango repeated
what fhe had faid, he meekly rcpfefented to
her the horror he felt at the t}}bught of hav-
ing the odious name of Sir Jeremiah continu~
allv refounded in his ears, and earneﬁly beg- -

ged that fhe Would not. mﬁft on a meafure
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whmh Would fubje& him to Iuch a mortxﬁca-

- To this Mrs. Mango replied, < that he
was to blame in disliking the name of _]cre-
miah ; that, though not a royal name, like
~ thofe of David, and Solomon, and Rehoboam,
and others, yet it was a fcripture-name as
much as any of them; and the name of a great
prophet;' that, although the French revolu-
tion had decreafed the number of kings, and
increafed that of prophets, yet a great prophet
was as great a farity 4s a great king, and in a
thort time, perhaps, would be a greater; that
the appellation of Sir Jeremuah, ' therefore,
was at leaft as refpetable as that of Sir any
thing elfe. She alfo reprefented that every
alderman, contrador, apothecary, phyfician,
and broker in London, who had fcraped to-
gether-one half of his fortune, applied to be
_created’a baronet or knight ; that the differ-
4y ﬁotﬁing_tb; her ; and, as he had no
children, was as little to him; -but that it was

P2
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mdzfpenfab]y nec P‘Tarv’ that‘ ﬁe fhould b&tbe
one or the other. I : ¢
Mr. Mango was 't00 wcll acquamted vmh
the perfevermg temper of his wife to have
any hope, after this declaratxon, of prevailmg
on her to renounee her whim.  He well knew
that the fame reprefentation, in'more écrir.‘na-
‘nious terms, would be made to him at break-
faft, dinner, and fupper, as well as in bed,
until the point. was ' carried : he therefore
thought ‘it beft to conteft the matter no
longér ; but, making a virtue of neceﬁi'ty, ap-
plied to a friend who had fome fmall in-
tereft at court; and he was foon after created
a knight, and was, to his {orrow, denominat-
ed Sir Jeremiah ; and his wife, to her gfc‘ai fa-
tisfaction, becamt lady Mango. '
Afier this, the gave entertainments more
unmercifully than ever: fhe invited all the
 Weft as well as the Eaft Indies to her
routs and affemblies, at which fhe glitters
with gold and jewels, like the queen of Sheba
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at Bartholomew—fair, and nefér faxls to gather
; ,fuch a crowd, that her company are as well
fqueezed as at any aﬁ‘cfﬁbly or rout within
, 'the'_-bi,_lr_ls’ of rrid:tality. 551 Waé prefent at one
in chy‘_- hot W'e'athcr,-»when feveral women
faintéd ; and a corpulent lady, drefled in black
with a mafs of white plumagé on her head,
happening to enter at the inftant, Mr. Tra-
vers, who ftood by me, faid, ¢ Thank hea..-
ven ! here comes a hearfe to carry off the
dead bodies.” : : '
- But poor Mr. Mango did not loag furvive
the name of Sir Jeremiah : it gavc a knell to
his heart, and 2 kind of he&ic f{uffufed his
cheek as often as he heard it pronounced "‘He
dwmdled and died at no dxﬁant date after he
recewed@the honour of kmgbthood
: Thou,g_-h his fate was evident feveral weeks
before it took place, Mrs. Mango would ne-
ver admit that he was: in any danger, nor
‘ever altered her own way of living. She told
‘her. company, that he aelmhted in fc\.mg
every body merry around him : -but, when -
13RS
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fhe was told that her huIband was a&ua'lly
dead, fhe madc as gcat a d1fplay of furpnzc
‘and forrow as if, in the midft of perfe&
health, he had droppcd down in an ;po-
plexy.

" Her forrow, however, became real, when
his laf¥ will was examined. She knew that
he had made one Wiﬂ, by which fhe was left
a large fum ; but the ‘did not know that he
had afterwards made another, canceliing the
firft, and leaving the whole of his fortune
among his relations'; fo- that fhe has nothing
but the jointﬁfe granted by her contract of
o martiage. .’ & Thar, however,  is fuﬁiciéntly
ample “to. enable her to indulge her only
paffion, by giving frequent entertainments, m
all of which fhe is -fure tqappe’é;-‘.' as ridi~
culous, though not fo magniﬁcenﬂ}f drefled,
as in the days of her hufband. The Moy-
frons aflure me that I am a very great favou-
rite of lady Mango —1 cultivate her partly as
a fubject of laughter, but chleﬂy becaufe the
is admired by the Moyftons, " The outlines
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e LE’I‘TER XLIV . o

JAMES GRIND!LL, Efg. to zke COUN’TESS qf.
DEANPORT ,‘ -

Phllhpshall

NOTHING could be more def’cruéhvc of all
.your ladyfhip’s projects, with regard to lord
Deanpozt,»-thah his attachment to mifs Chf-
ford. I faw her firft as I pafled through-
Laufaﬁnc, _w’here fhe then refided. with_ her
ther.. She was even then univerfally ad-
mired, ‘ot only on account of her beauty,
but alfo f@r the attitenclt of her underﬁand-
ing. I was afrerwards informed, that a young
Englithman, of immenfe fortune, had faliep.
in love with her, propofed marriage, and
offered fettlementé, which few pée‘rs could,
with lefs inconvenience, have made good.
Her refufal of this gentleman was the more
: furprmng becaufe he was of a chara&er
whxch women in general with moft to find -

in a hufband ; handfome, liberal, and of fo
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»_ Phant a temper, that the could not hgvg:
failed to haye had the entire difpofal of him
~and his ”fortun'c What do you think was
the glrl s objection ? She difcovered, that,
ﬁotw:thﬁandmg his havmo had an univerfity-
education, he had not the leaft tafte for read-
e ing 5 of coarfe, was rather ignorant ; and, in

her opinion, forfooth, great]y beneath the in-

 telletual ftandard which fhe thought 1nd1f- o

penfable ; and fhe viewed him with a kind: of
compaflion, bordering on contempt. The
moft furpriﬁng patt of the ftory is, that th.c‘
father, inftead of Combatmc the childifh and
romantlc notlons of his daughter, rather en-
.gouraged them. Thus this man of fring
: fe)g/é artd gentus loft an opportunity of mar-
‘lrying his daughter advantageoufly ; which a
!.njan of common fenfe, without a particle of
" gehi_u's‘, ‘w'obuld haye feized.
_ ) Th‘is:'fi‘eryv fingular prejudice of the girl in
favour of pcdams, I prefume, did not laft
» long, for in France.and Italy fhe was diftin-
; gUIfhgd bfqr thg graces and accomplifhments
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pecaliar to her fcj& féeﬁae& to know the-ful}
value of even her external charms, and to have
the (anie balle with other beaunes, for admx-
ration on their account.

There can be no doubt of her havmg fc-
vcrely repented the egregious. folly of her -
condu&t at Laufanne, which indeed nothing
but youth and inexperience could render at
all ‘excufable. 'The more fenfibly the feels
for her error, the more anxious will the be
to fepair it, when a fimilar o,pportunity‘ oc-
curs. | : |

As for her airs of indifference refpe@ing
lord Deanport, they proceed, I am convinced,
from' coquetry, -and are intended to fan his
flame up to the ﬁlarrying pdint ; for, though
naturally of a lively temper, yet Illvl—nd.erftarid'
that fhe is 6f a very different éh_araé’cer from
her brother, who is one of the moft rafh,
headftrong young fellows alive, everlaftingly
in one fcrape or another. o

But, though fhe may defe_rve' the cha-
ralter of being far more. circum{pect than
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hiim, it is by no means in]f'prblﬁabk ‘that,
during her refidence abroad, or fince her re-
" turn, fhe may have been {ufficiently un-
_fguarded in her conduct to leave room for
conftruétions which would have a ftrong ef-
felt ok the fufpicious mind of lord*Deanport :
but thls mu{’c be managed with great de-
11cacy 3 any attempt to prejudice him againft
her, Wlthout being fuccefsful, would rivet
him more to her than ever. Nobody knows,
better than yﬂo'uriladyfhip, how eafy it is for
2 woman to convince her lover of her inno-
cence, and to turn his rage againft her ac-
~ cufers. Whatever accounts you may re-
ceive from mifs Almond, therefore, 1 dare
fay you will be cautious: rcfpe&ing the man-
- mner and terms in WhJCh they are communi-
cated to your fon.- : :
Your ladyfhlp may thmk the idea whlm-
fical ; but I cannot help being of opinjon, that
_your fon might be cured of his partiality for
i:his lady by infinuations of a different na-
ture. ’Y-Ou.' muft have obferved, that he ne-
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l “ver coulkd endure th

dxﬁ;ngulihedrg;“" nd,
can be’ more"fb__d'fof t:he reputatm of th,, 0r
more rgady_. 1o dif plgy every {park of that

: kmd that occurs to ‘his imag i;uati(jr}, yet, hé,.
hates the dame dxfpoﬁtlon in thofe ngo are
more. {uccefsful than him{elf. Hc can be&rz '
920 rival near the throne : he {huns all com-
pames in which he is not conﬁdered as fu- .
preme, not only in rank but repartce L Eie
finds little difficulty With refpe& to the ﬁrﬁ:

but, when he_adheres»ngorouﬂy to the laft
article; his foéiety is confined to édmirjng
dependarjts, lifteners, and others, whom your
ladyfhip ufed to'expécfs uneafinefs at {eeing
him conneéted with. ~ This prejudice again&
the fociety of men of talents or gen_iﬁs he
has in a f{till ftronger degree againft women
of the fame defcription.,” He cannot bc_af the
company ef a female who has the leaft pre-
‘ tenfion of that kind : and I am very much
miftaken, if all the pafiion he fecls for rmfs
Clifford could maintain its ground agamﬁ thc
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‘ idﬁ:ﬁikc he has 'to wonien of dxﬂm gm{hcd wit
and: uﬂderﬂcandmg, whwh he cannot always
'fupprefs, even to his neareﬂ: relauons. I am

not abfo ""’"«‘ly convinced that you yourfclf' |

are, on all oct’:aﬁons, an exception.

*=In my ‘humblc opinion, thercfore, you
have a better chance of breaking his connec-
tion with mifs Clifford by reprefenting her
to him as'a woman of fpirit, highl)lr' accom=
';‘5'lifh:e'd and intelligent, than by infinuations
to the pre;udxce of her charater in any re-
.fpe& beﬁdes, her Whole condu& and con-
verfation will tend to confirm yourj reprefen-
tations refpecting the firft, and to deftroy the
credit of the fecond. :

- I underftand, indeed, that though mifs
Clifford really pofiefies a gbod deal of wit;
fhe is not fc.)‘apt to exhibit it in mixed com-
pa;ay. as moft people of wit are: it may be
nieceffary, therefore, to engage fome of your
féﬁiale'aéq_uéintaldce to provoke her, in the

préfen‘cc of 1_113 lordfhip, by an attack on
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fome of her abfent fnends tlus will certamly
throw her off her guard and the will de-
fend them with a fpirit which will fhow her
in her ¢rue- colours : ‘or, if you fhou}d not
" have an opportunity for this, it would an-
fiwwer the fame purpofe to invent a few
bon-mots (an eafy tafk for YOur lédyﬂlip), :
and have them repeated to vour fon as the
happy effufions of mifs Clifford’s wit. :

I have heard of the Mr. Pro¢tor you men-
tion: he is a weak man. He reje@ed very
tempting offers for his intereft at an eletion,
though he had no other connection with the
candidate he fupportéd than his having been
the friend of Clifford, the father : this feems
next to idiotifm ; for Mr. Chﬁ‘ord was, at
that time, dead. :

However his love to mifs Aln‘lond, and
hatred to young Clifford, may prompt him
to difclofe circumftances, refpecting his fifter,
which may promote your ladythip’s {cheme,

I muft repeat, that you cannot be too cau-
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_’ tious of avoiding any mﬁnuatwns agam{’c the .
: young lady, whofe falfchood is likely to Ec
~ difcovered to your fon. ; :
I am extremely concerned that I cannot
-~ leave th:[s“place at prefent.  Befides ‘his bo-
 dily difeafe, my poor coufin is*in fo very
weak a ftate of mind, that he could be fivayed
to ‘any thing by thofe around him; and I
‘ean truft none of them. I do not believe
that any deed he could execute, in his pre=
fent ftate, would be valid in latw 5‘ but I am
nof certain that it would not; and fhill lefs
what he might be induced to do if I were
abfent : 1 am refolved, therefore, not to qu_i_t
my poft till all is over. There is no know- |
~ing how long he may linger, for the docors
cannot pcr_ﬁiadé him to take any of their pre-_
{criptions, -

I hope lord Deanport is fully fenfible of
the obligations he lies under to your ladythip
for the great attention yéu have always paid
to his intereft, and that he will fhow his
gx*tude in the moft fubftantial manner as
foon as his marriage with mifs Moyften is
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“ concluded ; but iy da B@HeVe z‘ém‘, or fome ;
other event of the fame naLure, muﬁ: pre-
vxoufly take place. He may, I imagme, be::
“prevailed on to part W1th what he feels fu-~
perfluous 5 but I quef’uon greatly whether
any fenfe of obligation will make him yicld
“to another what he thinks in the fmalleft
degree neceflary to himfelf..

1 admire the portrait prodlgxouﬂy that your
ladythip was fo obliging as to fend mc, efpe-v
cially the colourmg, Wh1ch in my opinion,
is exquifite. It is long fince I knew that
you were a very ingenious artift, but I was
unacquainted with your chief excellence be:
- fore. ~ There is one other ufe, however,
which you might make of lady Mango and
' her Eaft-India friends, befides that of turning
ther into ridicule : they generally play deep,
and {fome of them very mdt*entwely I dare
- {wear your ladythip would win from moft of
‘them, in whatever ﬁ’a* you were placcd

I remain your ladythip’s moft obed1erxl1t'
- And faithful fer"ant, ﬁ
%4 e ] GRINDILL.
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LADY DEA‘\IPORT z'a JAMES GRINDILL, Efq

“d RS ..’_l....'

" bh e k helod Bl London.

I wiLL not be {o uncandxd as to dlfpute the

validity of your reafons for remaining fixed

to your poft. I fhould never forgive myfelf,

- ify in confequence of your yielding to my
folicitatigﬁn, your coufin were influenced by
thofe around him to make fettlements pre-
judicial to your intereft. Whilft I r.egret'
your abfence, therefore, I cannot help ap-

proving of yeur perfeverance.

You fhall have the fketch you dcﬁre, of

the ‘widow Demure :—though fhe tries to

conceal fome of her firongeft features, I
 think T have caught them all.

1 beg you to take notice of my goodnefs,

in complying with your requeft, at the very

inftant when you refufe mine.

Mrs. Demure’s father had a large eftatein

-
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: m‘m of ouf  Welt-India rﬁcmd“ her ‘mother
was' a ‘native of t‘]at dountry.. . When thgy‘-
‘qmtted it, to e&abhfh themfelves in Eng-
1and, their vfamﬂy confifted of two fons and a
'daughtér',; fo Ehéif although' the father was
- rich,’ thxs daughter had but a moderate por=
R e Lo of el g :
- The Chn{tién-names of Mary, Ann, Eli«
« zabeth, &wc. which it was anciently the cul-
tom in this 1ﬂand for parents to beftow upon
. their 'daughters, began, fome years ago, to
be changed for Maria, Anna, Eliza. Thofe,
with other royal, imperial, and poetical
names, came afterwards {o much in fathion,
- that Carolinas, Charlottas, Auguftas, Julias,
- and Sophias, are now- to be found in eyery
~alley of London ; and particularly, as I have
: been told, in the environs of Covent-garden
; and Drury-lane, This being the cafe, it was
not' furpriﬁng that the mode was tran{ported
ko our: Weﬁ-Indm iflands. &
. 'The namc of Mrs. Demure’s father was
Black ; and the Chriftian name of her grand-
. U2
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mother, from whom he looked for a legacy,
Grizzel. The. old léudy expc&ed that the
child fhould be named after her ; and both
the parents agreed that it would be d"augerous*
to difoblige. her: thcy told her, however,
that they wifthed to add two other very de-
- lightfol names; and the old lady had the
complaifance to fay—<¢ That fhe had no ob-
jection to their giving their danghter as many
names as they pleafed, providcd hers was one
of them.” 'They had already preparéd the
two names which they thought befk calcu-
lated to correct the vilifying impreflion of
Grizzel. Mrs. Demure’s maiden-name, there-~
fore, was Angelina Celeftina Grizzel Black.
She was only nine years old when the came
to England. At twelve or thirteen, when
Englith females are generally confidered as
children, Angelina Celeftina had much the
appearance of a woman. She was already
: beautiful. The advance of time. promifed
perfc&xon to the rifing beauties of her per=
fon, and opened frefh charms in her counte-
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: nam:e Thc effect of tlme, on the “charms
of the mother, was dlrc&ly the reverfe.—
She did not perceive this in her looking-
glafs ; but fhe became fenﬁblc Of it s
manner ftill more mortifying, by an evident
diminution in the attentions of the men,
_‘W&xic‘h began to turn from herfelf to her
daughtex; ; and the beauties of the one feemed
to bloom in proportion as thofe of the other
‘withered. The mother, at laft, confidered
her daughter in the light of a thief, who
ftole from her thofe goods on which fhe put
-the higheft value; and fhe felt an averfion
_from her accordingly. :

- With all the ftrefs which fome people put
on whét they call natural affetion, this does
_not feem to me at all extraordinary; for
~what 1s more natural than to hate thofe
whom we fee enjoying what we have loft. T
have heard the mother condemned, on that
_account, by men who had an-abhorrencc to
the fight of their own neareft relations, for

_ Q.3
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no other reafon than*bc%au{e H&ey were hexrs
to the1r cftatess as ik 1t Were not more pm-_' ¥
voking to {ee another enjoying what . you"' :
shave been deprived of, during your life, than .
merely to know that hé- is to I_Soﬁ'ei_?sx it aiftef_
your death. And T fhall leave it to any
beautiful woman to judge, whether it would
not both ‘mortify and provoke her '_m‘or‘f;',,,
to' {fee her beauty, than to fee her eftate,
trarisferred  to another. - Yet men ‘are afto-
nithed that Mrs. Demure’s mother fhould
Jhave a p'r‘eju:di«;e againft her own daughter!
It muft be confefled, Mr. Grindill, that of all
the inconfiftent ammals on earth, men are
the moft fo: Your whole fexisa compoﬁ-
tion of vanity, caprice, and contradiion. 3
will not deny, however, that there are ex-
ceptions. & . Gy :
- But to return to the hlﬂ:Ol'y of xm{'s An—
gelina Celeihna Grizzel Black. :

Her father was an e,xtravagang, thought-

lefs man, but extremely indulgent to his
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o danghter. .+ The mother had ncvervloyed her
5 hufband, and now diffiked him. “more - than
ever, on account of that indulgence : fhe\b}g;j;_--'._G
~ came daily more :pcéyifh and morofe to her
lgufbah;;l,f and treated her daughter with aug-:
7 m@x‘lﬁngv- feverity. Young Angelina’s difpo~
- fition did not improve by the example of that
mutual deteftation which exifted between her
father and mother. She coaxed and laughed
at the one, dreaded and hated the other, and
tried _‘t.o_ deceive both. The extravagance of
the fons ruined the father’s . affairs, and
Broughg him to his grave. Narrow -circuma
ﬁances‘fincreafed the malignant tempers . of
the mothc,r.and.daughter, who now lived in
'~ a ftate of moft acrimonious difcord with each
othef..._ The former was fometimes overheard
pouring reproaches of a fingular naturé upon
her daughter. - Some people imputed thefe
'entlrely to the mtemper&nce of the woman ;
but it is not likely that a_mother would ac-
pufe a daughtcr without foundation. The

Qe
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young lady; no doubt, he&t‘d éf the ramours
‘which' thofe &cdufatmns gave rife to, for fthe
became at once wonderfully cli't:umfpc&, hy-r"_
pocritical, and prudﬁh i

- Having {een the diftrefs which thc ruinous
ftaté of her father’s affairs had thrown his fa-
mily into, the grew fo fond of money (a
difpofition the had never before rn_an'11""€';fh:?c'l)a
that, in her opinion, life was not worth hold-
ing without a great deal of it. To fecure fa
_eflential an article, therefore, and to be re-
Yieved from the vexations of her mother, fhe
accepted the hand of M. Demure, a man
extremely rich, and extremely infirm, of the
fame charaéter and the fame age with her fas
ther, and of an appearance more difagree-
able than men ufually are at any age. He
-was generally confined one half of the year
-with the goﬁt. She difplayed a great deal of
care and -fympa,thy about this poor man,
nur{ed him in his confinement, warmed his
flannels, {moothed his pillow ; and made him
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7 'beheve, at laft, that fhe really had fome-af-

feltion for him.—What is fo extravagant and

inconfiftent, that handfome women, affifted
- by men’s vanijty and felf-love, cannot make
‘them believe ?

 Some of thofe who were witnefles to her
‘behaviour were fo impofed on by the tender
and {ympathifing manner in which fhe per-
formed thofe : difgufting offices, that they
adopted the opinion of her hufband: as if
it were not infinitely more likély, that a
young woman fhould act the part of a hypo-
crite, which 'is fo natural, and which the
prejudices of men has rendered fo neceffary to
young women, than that the thould have an
affe@ion for an infirm man.
 Befides, Mrs. Demure, from particular
circumitances, had been even more habita-
ated to diffimulation than young women ufu-
Vally _afe;. She had been under the neceflity
of l‘g:oncealin_g her feelings from an earlier
date thap common, She had ferved a
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long apprcnncefhlp tQ hypocnfy and ﬁmula-—-';_"‘_
MOR e : »

After ihc t@ok the mtrepxd ﬁep of marry-r'
ing fuch 2 man as Mr. Demure, it was in- .
cumbent on her to overcome her dlfguﬁ
howeyer ftrong it might be, and feem to_
love him ; it was equally incumbent on her‘_
to perfcvere till his death: had the relaxed in
her careﬁ"es, he mlght have ferved her as Su
Jeremiah Mango did his lady.

St111 fome people were aﬁomfhcd that -
,even thofe conﬁdcrqtlons could prcv,axl O
woman, {0 formed for Ple'lfure, to {fubmit td
" {o long a deprivation ; for the man held out
a full half year after her marnage “which,
no doubt, was a lqnge—r period than {he had
calculated on. o

But this difficulty is removed by fup-
pofing that fhe fubmitted to no fuch thing ;
which is my fixed opinions = = .

On the death of her ‘huiband, Mrs De-
" mure ha d tQo much fagamty to. ove1—a£t thc

g
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- part of the forrowful widow in the ridiculogs
A j';na:nncr lady Mango: ‘h,ad done. + She’t.kn_é‘w
wery well that every perfon of common
{enfe was »Phrfugded ‘that t{he internailly.re_

joiced at the event; the therefore exhibited
‘no greater ‘ﬁ‘gns of affliction than decency re-
":‘ﬂﬂired.-, ‘It is true that fhe continued her
~ weeds longer than was abfolutely neceffary ;
:Zbu_t, !:‘hat was becaufe the had been told that
Mr. Mordaunt had faid ihe never had looked
Ho Beau‘tiful and interefting as in them.

Her partiality for him was difcovered, or
Atrongly f{ufpected : though fhe had de-

ceived her hufband, fhe could not conceal it

.~ from her fharp-fighted rivals. She hoped,

however, to overcome his well-known aver-
-fion to marriage ; but he gave no hint of any
change of fentiment in  that article. She
~ tried what coldnefs would do; and affeed a
.referve, of whichffhe had never before made
< hxrn {enfible : hé bore this with equanimity,
“and turned his attentions to other women :—

» . this fhe could not endure; and therefore
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drew him back, by a difplay of all her for-
mer partiality. About this juncture, as I am
fully perfiiaded, he was indulged in the ftrong=
eft pofiible proofs of her kindnefs. At no very
dxf’cant period after this, however, a completc
rupture {feems to have taken place between
them. Some imputed this to Mordaunt’ s
ufual inconftancy ; others thought it was, in
a great meafure, owing to an occurrence
which made fome noife at that time.

Mrs. Demure had a2 negro-maid, of the
name of Phillis, who, from her childhood,
had been attached to her pcrfo’n, “and had al-
ways given every proof of affection to her
miftrefs. The girl once forgot to execute
fome order which her miftrefs had iffued:
the neglect Was of no importance ; but it
was difcovered when the lady happened to be
in a very ill humour. She threatened to have
the girl punithed with §1 the feverity. that
s ufed in the Weft-India iflands. The girl
hinted, that the law of England ftood in the
way of fuch an outrage. Mrs, Demure be-
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; ;mme mﬁa;ntly fenfible, that what the girl
infiruated was true.  She faid nothmg more
- ‘en the fubje@; and appeared to have for~
: gotten the aﬁhr, and to be reconcﬂcd to her
- maid. ’ :
1 About two months after, however, Phil-
'-hs was decoyed on-board a fhip juft ready to
il for the Weft Indies, with directions that
“fhe fhould be deliyered to the manager of her
‘brother’s eftate, who was inftruced to turn
her among the field-negroes.
* - 8o far from being fenfible that fhe had be-
- haved cruelly, Mrs. Demure boatted of this,
] ésv an ingeniod$ and proper manner of punith-
| i-hg the faucinefs of a flave.
‘Péople’s opinions were divided on the fub-
 je&. The Weft-India merchants, and thofe
- concerned in the flave-trade, who certainly
ought to be the beft judges, thought that
- Mrs. Demure ferved Phillis. righti_ others
* were of a different way of thinking. Every
£ boay- allows that Phillis is a fweet-tempered,
| Obliging_ gitl ; but, after all, the was a flave ;
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and if ﬂaves are. treaced with what fflcy caﬂ
humamty, how are we to have fugar?
People ought to allow themfelves to reﬂc&' -
ferioufly on c’ohfeq:uence's before they decide -
in matters of this kind. : ' Tl S
I have been affured, however, that Mr.
Mordaunt was thocked when he heard of this:
tranfaction ; for, though he is by no meansa"
weak man in other refpects, he is exceeding-
Iy compaﬁion{lte, and rather romantic in his
ideas.  Whether. this was the chief caufe of
his breach with Mrs, Demure cannot be af-
certained :  but what gives fome weight to
that .notion 1is, that he wrdtc t'o a friend in
the Weft Indies to purchafe: Phillis as foon as
poflible, and fend her back to England by the
firft opportunity ; which was done dccord-
ingTy. The girl is now free and happy, in .
the family of Mr. Mordaunt’s friend, colonch
Sommers. :
When MrS%emure came to the know— :
' ledge of this, it redoubled the wrath fhe had
already conceived againft Mr. _Mq_rdaunt. Her
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ufﬁalcauhon and diffimulation are apt to fors"
~ fake her at the bare mcr:tidn of his name; the
- Teaft allufion to their ever having been friends-
~ difturbs her. I fometimes touch on the ten-
der'part c'i"rff"pur‘pofe and fhe winces immedi-
atciy ‘At my inftigation, lady Blunt has
-preﬁ'ed upon it more roughly, ‘which never
 fails to fet her a frettmg, to the fatisfaction
~ of all who know her. * This tends to confirm
all that is whifpered ; but, as T am folicitous
Atcl) have fuch confirmation of this as would
fatisfy others, I have frequently endeavoured
to draw it from Mordaunt. I never expelted
that I could bring him to a direct avowal;
but T had fome hopes that he would deny it,
as is ufual enough with certain fine gentle-
men, in fuch manner as would leave no
doubt of its truth.  In this, however, I was
difai)pointcd. 1 tried to tempt him by in-
forming him of a ftrong inftance of Mirs.
Demure’s malice againft himfelf, - Even this |
 had no effect; and, if I had nothing to form

4 judgment from but the words and beha-
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viour of Mr. Mordaunt, I thould be under
the neceflity of conc'ludmg that my fufpr-
cions are-groundlefs. - 3B

I underftand that it is a 'principle of his,
that no inftance of rage or malice on the part
of 2 woman can juftify a man for betraying
the confidence fhe once placed in him. I
believe Mrs. Demure knows this, which
emboldens her to ufe the freedom fhe does
with his character. | A

I will now acquaint you with the pafti-
cular reafon I have for hating this woman.
After the had loft all hope of fubduing Mor-
daunt’s averfion to marriage, fhe turned her
eyes on Lord Deanport. I was a little fur-
prifed at the very obfequious ’ma'm.ler in
which, of a fudden, the paid her court to me,
till I difcovered that my fon was as obfequi-
oufly paying his court to her : the one ex-
plained the other. I was ferioufly alarmed,
though this occurred before I thought of
Mifs Moyfton. I knew Mrs. Demure to be

a moft deceitful, intriguing, ambitious, and
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: imereﬁed woman, a chacacter which, above
al] others, I abhor. I ‘was - convinced that,
from the monient the thould become his wife,
I fhould have ne influence over him ; that
he would be loft to me as much as if he were
in his grave. Befides, what renders the idea
efgfuch a marriage prepofterous, independent
of every other circumftance, is her _beihg fo
-much older than my fon; though the had
the impudence to affert that they were nearly
of the fame age: as if it were poflible that
~any body could believe that I am as much
older than her as I muft admit myfelf to be
oidcr than lord Deanport. You cannot be
furprifed that I determined to break his con-
necion with a woman capable of fuch a grofs
ca‘luhmy. : A

I do not affert that his paffion for Mors.
Demure was as violent as that which he felt
for Mifs Clifford ; but ftill I found that I had
undertaken a difficult tafk. It is eafier to pre-
juaicc men againft plain-looking women, of
the very beft character, than to alicnate them

VOLsRIL: R
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from beautiful women whofe charaéters are
equwocal orcvcn poﬁtwely bad. The ftory
of the negro girl, which had frozen the paf-
fion of Mr. Mordaunt, had httle or no effect
on lord Deanport..

After various attempts to dxfenta.ngle him
from the fnares of Mrs. Demure, 1 at laft hit '
on a device which fucceeded. i)

- It was not Mrs. Demure’s difpofition, nor
‘any thing refpecting her mind, that bewitch-
ed mry fon : though it would have been eafy,
it would have been fuperfluous, to have at-
tacked her moral qualities. = Her beauty, and
the high idea he had of her perfonal charms,
were the only {pells by which fthe bound him
to her. My aim, therefore, was to weaken
or diffolve thefe ; fof which purpofe I had it

diftantly infinuated to my fon, that, in {pite ;
 of her apparent health, fhe was tainted with
3 a certain hereditagy,diﬁemper, for which I
‘knew he had the greateft horrqr.-_- I adopted
this expedient with the lefs fcruple, becauic,

for any thing I know to the contrary, the in-
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ﬁﬂﬁatwﬁ ‘may be true :—be that as. 1t may;
it “entirely cured my fort of his love: S

From this fketch you will form a pretty
juﬁn idea of my fweet friend Mrs. Demure: -
You miay obferve thé influence of a little
flattery ; the praife you beftowed on my por-=
trait of lady Mango tempted me to this laft
tafk, though I really have more important -
bufinefs on my hands.

I expeét to hear from Mifs Almond every
hour.- In the expc&atlon of fcemg you foen
in London, in confequence of the Welth=

iman’s {etting out on a longer journey,
I remain yours, &c.

E. DEANPORT:
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LETTER XLVI. i
M_/fr .ALMOND to the COUN'I &Ss of DEANPORT. ,

' ; York.
As the favour and prote&xon with ‘which
your ladyfhip honours me form the chief hap-
pinefs of my life, the frefh proof of your
conﬁd;nce,»which appéé.rs in your laft letter,
affords me heart-felt pleafure. = :

" Your ladyfhip does ‘me no mere than juf~
tice in thinking that I would not _rea&ily"be-
Yieve your fon would a& with fo much im-
propriety as to forfake a'y(.mng lady of fuch
fhining virtues as mifs Moyfton pofiefes, for

~one who has, perhaps, little elfe but perfonal

-¢harms to boatt of. - :

It would be aftonithing, indeed, if a noblc-
man, {o accomplithed, and, permit me to fay,
though I know you hate flattery, but this is
not flattery, one who owes his beft accom-
plithments to the beft of mothers—I fay it
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would be aftonifhing if he fhould a& unlike a
man of quality in the important point of
marriage. He ought to remember that he has
to fupport the dignity of his anceftors; for
he is not like the new-made lords, who, they
fay, have hardly any anceftors at all: whereas
- every body knows that few men in England,
or even Wales, have more anqeﬁors than his
" Jordihip. |

My lord Deanport has made the tour of
Europe, and feen a great deal of the world ;
but, by making qnly the tour of Yorkfhire,
he might have learned to make a good bar-
gain, and have dirfco'vered that nothing fup-
ports the dignity of an ancient family fo much
as money.—I once faw mifs Moyfton at the
play-houfe; in York, when Othello was acted.
To be fure that young iiady’s countenance
cannot be called exceedingly beautiful ; but I
“hope his lordfhip will view her vifage in her
vaft fortune, juft as Defdemona fays f(he view-

ed the black vifage of her lover in his mind.
I have delivered your ladyfhip’s affe&ionate

R 3
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compliments to my‘*afuntyf'w}io"de‘ﬁrcs ! .r"r‘lfe‘:ta i
retyrn the fame to yéu ; and I am fure fhe
underftands pqlitEn?fé too well to refufe your
requeft, that I thould wait on you this fe?fqn
in LQndon, where I can enjoy as much rural
felfcigy. as in the country ; fo that your lady-
thip will not need to leave it for Willow-Bank
‘foone_r than is qﬁite convenient. Indeed, I
| muft confefs that my aunt could ‘part with
e now more eaﬁl_y than at ah_y other time,
becaufe the has juft began a very long ro-
mance, and likewife expeéts a vifit from her
fifter-in-law, who will ftay with her at leaft
three weeks ; and, over and above, fhe has
juft ‘received a prefent, which never fails to
comfort her when fhe is. ngrvqué ’crnj in low
- fpirits. g, o N fre
7_ As for Mr. Pro&or, whofe ;i'di;dfals your
ladyfhip took fo much pains_to Vprevailvon me
to refufe, on account of his age and being
morofe, and living in Northumberland, 1 owa
I have fuffered a good deai of ill-humoui_‘
from my relations on that account. They
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:ti:e contmually teihng me of young women
hkc myfelf; who, nothth{’candmg their being
- married to men older.fth,an Mr. Pro&or, are
the mothers of feveral children; that, fo far
from .being‘ ‘morofe; he is a cheerful, good-
natured man, with whom I could do what F
- pleafed, and might éaﬁly _perfuade to live
a good part of the year in London. I am
detEfmihed, however, never to ’,repent having_
followed your ladyfhip’s counfel, though he
fhould never renew the fame propofal, which
furprifes me a little that 'he never has ; but I
am fully convinced that your ladyfhip will
never allow me to be a lofer by having fol-
lowed your advice, -

My aunt informed me yefterday that the un-
derftood that Mr. Pro¢tor’s journey toYork was
delayed and Lherefore I fhall not have an op-
portunity of fpeaking to him on the fuble& your
* ladyfthip ‘mentions : but, that I may fthow my
obedience to your commands, and do all in
‘my power to procure you the information
you require, I wrote to him directly, and

R 4
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have no doubt uf lus amfwermg my lctter.r'
fpeeiily. SloERa AR B Eeae
 Had it not bcen to @bhgc your lady{%up, i
thould have fctupled to have written to any
man that is not a-ﬁrie;ar»'vre'la;tiibn, énd."far lefs to
him, particularly as he has never repeated his.
propofal, which feveral of my relations think,
in politenefs, he ought to do ; becaufe a lover
that takes the firft refufal, they fay, is no
lover at all. But as for that, he may do as he
pleafes ; for I am quite certain, as I faid be-
fore, that your ladyfhip is too genecrous to
allow me to be a lofer by following your ad-
vice, be'ing all from one who is, and ever
will be, I '
- Your ladyfhip’s
Moft faithful, moft obedient, and
moft obliged, humble fervant,

MARGARET ALMOND. °
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LETTER XLVII

Mﬁ ALMOND to DANIEL PROCTOR, Efg
Sxa, F % Nork,

M+ ‘aunt defires’ me to return you thanks
~ for the potted fhrimps you were fo good as
 to fend, as well as for the fix bottles of
cherry-brandy that came by the fame coach.
I am ebliged te you for the favourable
opinion you ftill retain of me, as exprefled in
your letter to my aunt. I can affure you
that my declining your propofal did not pro-
ceed from any obje&ion to your perfon, or
even to your age ; for, I muft confefs, I ne-
ver was an approver of thofe giddy women
- who have a tafte for hufbands that are too
© young. :
* My hefitation rcfpe&mg your propofal of
+ gnarriage arofe entirely frem a kind of deli-
cacy, which, as I am fometimes nervous,

produces a dread of matrimony, that I can~
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‘not, all at once, overcome From it fncnd..
thip you il CJEPTEfs for me, I dare fay it
will afford you pleafure to know that I have
lefs of this nervous complaint fince I took
ﬁcel-pﬂlsr,' by the advice'af young Dr. Iron-
fides, who has great fkill in women’s Rt
plaints : he is the fon of your acquaintance,
‘the old do&or, who has left off pra&i(:e. But, -
to prove to you that you poflefs a great deal
of my c¢onfidence and efteem, U will inform
you, that a perfon of high raqk in the State
has applied to me for as m-LaQny circumflances
as I can colleét refpecting the family of the
late Mr. Cliftord of ‘Northumberlam!i, againft
fome of whom, particularly the daughter,
it is eafy'to perceive that my friend has re-
ceived unfavourable impreffions. As you
were long acquainted with that whole "'family,
and, I have heard, have been ungratefully ufed
by them, I thc’:ught; you the propereft perfon
1 could apply to for fuch an account of
her as will be agreeable to my. friend, Whom
I have it much at hcart tQ obhcre

fy
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M1fs Chﬂ’ord is faid to have fomcthmg the
.appearance e oF 2 B rehoh woman ; but
that may be her misfortune more than her
 fault ; for, nofdo‘tibt,‘ {he would rather look
like an Engli{h woman, if the could; though, .
it muft be - owned, thc French drefs the
neateﬂ : i :

It is alfo faid, that in Northumberland the
ufed to ‘go az-hunting with men, and that
her father carried her abroad very fuddenly,
which occafioned various rumours through
the country. I hope you will be able, foon,

.to fend a fatisfa&ory an{wer, as to the above
particulars, to, .
: ; V Sir,
Yqur moft obedient fervant,

M. ALMOND.

P.S. We hear you intend to live, for the
future, one half of the year, at leaft, in Lon-
don ; Wh_ich gives great pleafure to my aunt,
and mahy of your friends at York, becaufe

they will have the pleafure of feeing you as
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LETTER*«XLVIII e

Mu PROCTOR 0 Mf: ALMOND.

Ds AR M:ss ALMOR D. Morpeth

I AM glad that thc fhmnps and brandy ar-
rived fafe. T he laft time I had thg pleafure
of dining with you, I remember your having -
praifed a difh of the former, which made
me order fome to be potted for you. And,.
as your worthy aunt complained of a pain in
her ftomach, which obligcd' her to take a glafs
of cherry-brandy before the could venture to
tafte the port after dinner, I prefumed to fend
a few bottles for her particular ufe. This ex-
plains the reafon of my choofing thefe two ar-
ticles, which otherwife might feem unfuitable
prefents to ladies.

- As to the requefts conveyed in your letter,
now lying on the defk before me, I affure you
that you cannot be more earneft to oblige any

perfon, however high in point of rank, or of
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Whatever*importanée’i'ﬁ the State, than I am“‘v
to fulfil your dcﬁre “for which reafon, that
- 1 may fulfil i in the mrcumﬁantml manner
you reqmrc, il fhall poftpone all other buﬁ-
nefs until T fha_ll have finithed this letter,
~ which I forefee will be pretty long. I be-
gin this tafk the more Williqgly; becaufe it
will ‘remove the prejudices of your corre-
{pondent againft a worthy. family ; and few
can be more worthy than that of my late
honoured friend Mr. Clifford, with the ex-
ceptions however that: thall be hereafter ex-
cepted. "

To avoid prohx1ty, Wltho‘ut farther preface;
for brevity’s fake, I muft acquaint you that
M. Clifford was a gentleman of a refpectable
family and good eftate in Northumberland.

Soon after he returned from his travels he
married lady Horatia- Fitzherbert, a young
woman of quality,” with 3 very moderate

_fortune 3 but,' were I to enumerate all fhe
good qualities of this admirablc; lady, my let=
ter would extend to a very great length indeed 3 -
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: rﬁnd therefoxe, for brevxty i fake, as a worthy

i old fmend of mine ufed t0 fay, and I faid before, .

. Ithall only aflure you that fhe was unwerfallj
‘acknowledged to be the moft accomphfhed :
-'wuman in all Northumberland which is the

: *"large{’c county in England except Yorkthire.

~ For the fpace of ten years after their mar-

riage, Mr. Chﬁbrd and lady Horatia {pent a

few rnonths every year in London, and the

 reft in the country At the end of that pe-
riod, their family Conﬁﬁed of aefon bf nine
yeafé of age, and a daughter of ﬁ)kr,‘ for whofe
education Mr‘;,Cliﬁ‘ord and his lady refolved
to live _entirely at London; a refolution
 which occafioned much forrow in the neigh-

7 bourhood they quitted. I was then entrufted

. with the management of Mr. Clifford’s affairs,

- and had 'always opportunities of féeing hin

‘xj)vhen I went to London ; which was as fel-

dom as I could, becaufe I greatly prefer Mor-

peth; not from any foolifh partiality to my
native city; or becaufe there are not agree-

able fociety to be met with in London, bug
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: ’merely on account of the Ot,hex bcmg on the
whole the pleafan 'cﬁ:‘ piacc of the two. -

Mr Ch&'ord fén was put toWei‘tmmik;;;-
fchool the daughter recewed the mﬂ:ru&mn
that was thought ncccﬁ'a,ry under the . eye oF
* her mother; and the prcgrcfs “the made in~
various accomphmments, m the fpacc of two
years, are faid to be Wondeljﬁgl, ‘At that pe-
riod lady Horatia died. This affedted her
hufband fo much, that, leavmghis fon at
Weftminfter-fchool, ~ he retired with his
daughtef to his houfe Vin'.-Northu"therland,
~ and never entirely recOvcréd his {pirits after-
. wards. So far from refuiﬁing. that ftyle of
hofpitality in which he had lived formeﬂy,1
and for which' his faxnily,had'.,long been di-
Atinguifhed in the county, ‘he now entertain-
ed only a very few fr ends, and thofe but
feldom. g i

It has been fald that men v&ho are paf-
fionately fond of hunting have no great relifh
for books ; but Mr. Clifford Bda ve‘ry; g{'eat_
relith for both: from which vou will obferve,

<%
.
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my dear young lady, that there is no rqlc'
without an exception. " But it muft be ac-
knowledged, that, for a' confiderable time
. after the death of his lady, Mr. Clifford en-
- tirely left off hunting, and fpent 'ﬁloﬁ of his
time in his library ; and his chief pleafure’
was to obferve the imprOve‘mentiof his daugh-
ter’s underftanding, who, young as fhe then
was, {pent feveral hours every day in reading
- to her father, and in coﬁv¢rﬁ11g with him on
what fhe had read : by which means fthe ac-
quired a tafte for fome parts of literature that
are feldom cultivated by women. Now, it
is generally faid, that this rendets women pe-
dantic and - difputatious in éompanj'_: but
here agéiri_I muft tepeat, that there is no rule
without an exception ; for Mifs Horatia Clif-
ford is extremely modeft and unprefuming in
comipan'y,' which is what cannot be faid of
fome very ignorant ladies of my acquaintance.

Among other accomplihiments, mifs Clif-
ford was at gfeat pains to acquire that of play~
ing on the harp, 2n inftrument of which her

VOL, I, : %8
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father was cxceedmg]y fond, and which fhe
accompamed Wlth het voice, wh1ch Was won-
derfully fweet. Shc Ocncrally chofe plamtxvc ;
" and mournful au's In thxs, I confefs, I think
the. Judgcd wrong, as mcrry tunes would have-
-been morelikely to cheer up his heart; where-
as moft of thofe the played and fung to him
were fo very fad, that they would have made
“the ‘moft éheerfullyLdifpoféd people melan-
choly. This was the more furprifing, becaufe
the young lady is naturally of a cheerful tem-
per, with a great deal of vivacity ; but I Ju-
Jpec? that the preferred ‘mournful aits not {o
much from her own tafte as to humous her
father’s melancholy. ;
%0 “ILremember once, that when fhe ‘was in the
middle of one of thofe forrowful tunes, the
very tears burft from my eyes before I knew
where I was. . I bnekvc'r was {o much athamed
in my life, and I endeavouréd to conceal it
s much as I could ; but whether mifs Clif-
ford PCI‘CClVCd it or not I am uncertain ; for

it is fo contrary tosthe difpofition of that
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ycmlg lqdy to “hurt any pcrf or te _put

~ them in the leaft out of countcnance,x that,

1 am fure, the would have feemed not to:
have obferved thls m&ancc of my Wealcnefs,
even although it had ﬁruck berss w0 i
A httlc before hrs fon Ieft Weﬂmm{’tm-
fchool for the umvcrﬁty, lhr Clifford put
~ him under the partxcular care of one of his
fnends,,and then fet. out with his daugh--
ter for Sw1tzer1and ThlS did not happen
fuddenly, as has been reprefented to you,
nor yet unexpeéedly s for he talked of it a
full year before tliey’ went. I remember of
no conjé&ures or rdmbut_‘s upbd the occaﬁon,
unlefs the forrow of all Who knew them,v

and the lamentations of the poor, are thought'

After paffing two years in Switzerland,
and making the tour of all the cantons, Mr.
Clifford proceeded with his daughtez to Italy;

thre, I believe, they fraid mne months, and

returned through France to England about -

the time ‘t};;_a_t_ young Mr. Clifford left the

s
S e
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umverﬁty,,f and fuon aftcr went on his travcls
Sig Francc and othcr furmgn countmes. Yoy
ﬂ.fay it is 1eported that les Chﬁ'ord looks very
like a Frcnch woman a8 for my own part,
I can nexther confirm ncr refutc this report,
havxng ncver had any perional expenence of
French women. Indced 5 never faw any,
knowing them to be fuch, cxcept -one who
danced on the t1ght rope at Sadlers-Wells
when I Was latt in London. She was, to be
fure, remarkably mmble but as for her tafte in
dreis (begging parden for dxﬁ"ermg in opinion
from you), I muft confefs I did not much ad-
mire it. I therefore think you are muéh in
the ;‘iglit in choofing, to Idbk hike an Englith
fvodmn: as for my 6wn part, Icéhnot con-
ccive any human creature more beautiful than
mifs Clifford was after fhe returned-to Eng-
land.—You will pleafe to remember, my
dear mifs Almox d, that the prefent company
are always excepted : : :
oy ought to have mennoned before, that the
fedentary manner of ghfe \Whlch,>M1:--‘Cl:lﬁ"Olld'

-
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: a&npted, 1mmed1ately a‘fter the de'a,th of his
'lady, had fo much affeéted his health, that
he was du'c&ed to ride feveral hours every'

' _'day, an& as he could ot bear to be de—

ered of the company of his daughtet, the
generaﬂy accompamed him : by which means

the became an expert and fearlefs rider; which,

'<When her father PClCGlVCd he refumed what

had formerly bcen his favourite diverfion, and

hls dau ghter fometlm esaccom panicd him when-
he went out Wlth the hounds. . ~This I do fup-
pofe is the only foundatxon for the report that
has reached your ears of her going a-hunting
with men, and which I fulpe@ to have
been proPaga:ed by “evil-difpofed perfons ;
 for how can We otherwife account for the

. plural mm bemg adopted inftead of the fingu-
lar mzm, and the omxttmc to mentlon that

. the man was her father ?

I cannot help remarking, my dear mifs,
tha:t you makc no mqmry concerning the pe-
I Cumary ckrcumﬁ:ances in whith Mr. Chifford

leﬁ: his faley. Thxs 1 {ufpec¥'to be an omuf-

' 58
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fion on your par w}nch I wnll new fupply,

to prevent your bexhg' put to the trouble of
wrltmg another 1;tter for information on that.
cﬂ'entxal artlele. Mr Cl1ﬁord was poﬁ‘eﬂ'ed ‘.
of a landed eftlte o near three thoufand 7‘
pounds a yeat, and of a conﬁderable {um i in
~ the public funds. Twenty thoufand pounds
of which was 1ntended for his daughters
‘ portxon, and all the reft of hlS fortune for
“+his fon. ‘ .

I am forry to add that the fon behave& very
imprudently (for he is the e,xception' alluded
. to at the beginning of this letter). Notwith-
f’cmdrin‘g the generous. allowance he had from
his’ father, this thoughtlefs young man con-
tracted much debt before he had been full two
years abroad. 2 e

Mr. Clifford defired hxm to g1ve in a Lift

~of all hl_S debts, Whleh were 1r_nmegl1ately-
" paid. This exhaifted all that Mr. Clifford
had in the funds, except ‘the twenty thou-
fand pounds which he had. by will deftined -
for his daughter’s portlon, and which he had



ISl ey MORDAUH'E? : o 263
: detefrnmed thould not bg affcé'ted By thﬁfon s»'
U extravagancc.,. il (i
T]ns young man from hls chlldhood hadr'
- -glven ﬁgns of a head-ﬁ:rong 1mpctuous dif-
_ poﬁtxon, and he was naturally endowed with
' uncommon ﬂ:rength and agility of body. The
firft often engaged him in quarrels with his
companions' at Weftminfter-fchool ; and the
fecond’ obtained . him the _‘_v;é’cory very fre-
quently, when, in ftriét juftice, he deferved to
“have been beaten. And perhaps this was'the
5 o’rigin,' ior_‘ laid the foundation, of that proud
and haughty temper which he has fince ma-
nifefted in varibusinﬁances,'which I could
recap_itillatc if it were neceflary. © But hypo-
crily and deceit formed no part of this young
man’s»-chara&er ;' therefore, his having got a
_phyﬁc’ian to write a. falfe ftatement of his
health to bisf:fathé:r,- and his having pretended
that the air of Naples:,was .requiﬁte‘ for a dif-
“order in his breaft,, when he really was pafi- .
_ing the carmval at* Venice, furpmfed every
,body but it was afterwards known that
s 4
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poxmds, part of what had bécn feeared for
her own patmmony 5 Wu:hout the knowledgc
i,of his daughter. however, he made a new
will, and burdened his eftate with this five
..thoufaﬂd pounds asa debt due to her at his
""death P aad T

" The 1ll-condu& of }us fon grcatly affelted
not only thc {pirits; but alfo the health of
.Mr.:'Gliﬂ’grd,’,‘fvwhviéh', declined vifibly, in fpite
of the medical {kill of thofe who attended
him.: Mifs Clifford, being greatly alarmed,
propofed that he fhould go to London, and
put himfelf under the care of the moft cele-
brated phyﬁcians there.  The practitioners
‘in the North thought this improper, becaufe
~ of the fatigue of the journey, which, they
- faid, would *be attended with great danger :
and they alfo binted, that he would receive no
" benefit fror‘n‘thc prefcriptions of the London
doctors. Mr. Clifford himfelf was averfe to
: thégjourhcyfi ‘but, pereeiving that. it would
afford fatisfa@ion to his daughter, he refolved

to fet out. - Ivaccom’pani‘ed them to the me~
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the WOrfefer thc
enﬂy'bctter aII the tune'_

trOpoli’s‘ —-4-So ‘ fri‘i'
Journey, he grew
we were on the mad ‘But though thc nﬁrth—f

ern praé'tltloners Wcre m1ﬁ:aken in thmkmgf',
that the journey would do barm, they were
nght in their other progno{hc, ‘that the pre-‘ |
fcnptlons of the Lpndon phvﬁmans would do’
no good. Indeed itisa very fingular circum-
{ftance, in this cafe, that the patient thould
_ have mended as foon as »hei WaSjtaken,_from
the care of the do&ors in the "co'unt'ry; and
- that he fhould have grown worfe foon after he
was put under the care of thofe of the town.
This feems altogether unaccountable.—Mr.
Clifford died about a month after his arrival
in London. One of thofe ‘pfa&ition'ers who
attended him in —Nortllumberlaﬁ'd'has_ fince
affured me that he would infallibly have re-
.~ covered if he had remained in the country .
under his care. T concealed this very care-
. fully from Mifs Clifford, as it ‘would have
augmcntcd her grief which was already ex-

- ceffive, I was at one time apprehenﬁw that
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1t \ ,,ou]d havc thrown h,er mt‘b the famc com-
>“'1"'_‘_p1amt of whu:h her fathcr dxcd W 2
LIDE really behevc ﬂle was Likolt from tlns by

" "_the frien! y‘and éﬂ’é&mnate bchavxour of lady
: _Dmna”,FfénElm, a Woman of cxtraordmary
good fenfe, who was the - only perfon mifs
‘Chﬁ‘ord could bear to cgnverfe with for a
'conﬁderable ‘time after her father’s death,
- Lady Diana had bccn the intimate companion
- of her mother, had glwa}s lived in great
friend(hip' with her father, and loved the
young lady herfelf \Vlth the affection of a
mothers - : : iy

©» She has a very pleafant houfe, w1th1n
twenty miles of London, to which fhe carried
~mifs Clifford, and where -they.remainéd for
feveral mox{ths without feeing any company,
~except m1fs]uhet Fortefcuie, an intimate friend
and fchool-companion of mlfs Chﬁ’ord. This
‘young lady was a very confiderable hexrefs ; and ‘
; fhéi has fince beﬁovlved-_her band and fortune-
_more wifely than many “heireffes do, being

* now .the wife of colonel Sommers, a brave






hc‘ dxed r'on thc very day that had bec;n fned
for thelr marrmgc,, o

One of }our tendcf dxfpoﬁtlon, my dear
mifs Almond, Wﬂl naturally fympathlfe with
a woman, though a ﬁrange_t:, on {o fevere a

misfortune. It is ﬂﬁ_d that,',in‘ the violence
of her aEﬂi&ioﬁ, the determined never to
marry. . 'T his is not fo _gxtraordinary as that
fhe fhduld have adhered to. her refolution,
notwithftanding ‘her;having been often foli-
. citéd to depart from it. She did not, how-
'cvcr, re_maih very long in abfolute retircmént,
but returned to the fociety of thofe whofe
fnendfhlp fhe had formerly cultivated ; for,
as lady Horatxa once told me, ¢ though her
frxend lady Diana’s heart was, by this cruel
cvent, for ever fhut againft lovc, it was flill

.Aop_e‘,n\tov f:xcgdﬂnp. '—She lived, accordingly,
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in n the. moﬁ mtma.a ﬁ' "ilp Wxth lady .
ratia and Mr. Ch&'o ‘therr d%ath 5 aftcr
‘which, all the ten&er atta _hmcnt fhe‘had for

 the parents was. devolved on the dau‘ghter,

and her parental stIlCltudC to prevent the
young lady from becommg a prey to cont1~
nued forrow was crowned thh fuccefs. A She
was gradually brought to bear company; and
to join in converfation. I do not take upon
me to affert, however, that tlme did not affift
the. endeavours of lady Diana in alleviating
the forrow of mifs Clifford ; for time is a
great deftroyer of grief, as well as of other.
things, as 1 myfelf eqaencnced fince the death
of my wife.

\’Vhat may feem to you very ﬁngular 13 2
that, altnouo}l this young lady is generally
cheerful, and fometimes in very high fpurits,
yet the can feldom refrain from tears, aﬁd_
alwayé is feized with a fit of melancholy,when
the name of her father is menfion‘ed There
are people who infinuate that this proceeds.

from affe&ation, bccaufe fhc 350 able to re-



5

; Mﬁmulmn i 271

fume hcr natural galcty foon after 5 but thofe

. pcoplc certamly mif‘cake her chara&cr, Whlch
G ‘above aﬁ'é&atmn and I thould think thcy,

-alfo mx&a.ke human—nature in general; foris

not the llfe of man a tragx—comedy? At leaft
At an. il fo in England ; though Tam told,

""deeed that in France it has been of late a

continued tragcdy x

Young Mr. Clifford returned o England
when he heard of his father’s death; at which,
from what T have hinted already, perhaps you

may imagine he Wou]d feel little concern:

‘but in that you would do him wrong; for

: though this Joung man had been inconfider-

ate and headf’crong enough to difoblige and »

vex his father when alive, he was not har-

" dened enough not to feel forrow and remorfe,

therefore, after his death.
Though his forrow was fharp, however, it

was not lafting: the company he imprudently

- kept effaced it too foon, and he returned to

“ foreign countries, where he now is. It is'to
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s ﬂowers, has the dcﬁrcd effect. My anxiety
, 'for my oId friend mduced me to take the opi-
nion of a very cxpcnenced practitioner of
this place ; and he affured me, that, if it did
no good, it could do no harm ; which is more
than can be faid‘for {fome ‘medicines' much
~ vaunted.
I {hall now, for brcvxty s” faka, ﬁmfh this
long epiftle ; being, :
My dear young lady,
With due efteem,
Your well-wifher, and moft obedient
| humble fervant,

DanieL ProcToOR.

P. 5. There is no foundation for the report
of xﬁy intending to remove from my owin
quiet habitation near Morpeth to fuch a tu-
miultuous town as London; and there is as lit~
tle for the report of my daughter’s marriage.
It will be time enough for her to think of a
hufband when fhe comes to be a little nearer

your age, which, if Tam to judge by looks,

£he ftill wants two, or perhaps three, years of.
VoL. II. e
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LETTER XLIX

Mfs ALMOND t0 DANIEL PROCTOR qu

CorRRe T et R PG T AT o
I an forry you have given ybur_felf the trou~
ble of writing fo very long a letter; all I
withed any information about might have
been mentioned in a few lines : but I fuppofe
;yom: were fond of an opoortunitv of enlarging
upon the wonderful qualities of this fame -
mifs Clifford, whom you feem to be in love
with, though fuch a thing is fcarcely cre-
dible to thofe who know of the declarations
you made when you were laft at York. 1
cannot conceive what you faw in my Jooks that
could lead you into fo grofs a miftake with
refpect to my age : but though I muft confefs k
that I am much younger than yoﬁ think, I
hope 1 thould have more fenfe, at any age, than
to play old mournful tunes upon a haep. tomy -

sould

father when he was in affliGtion, whichi
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‘only ferve to increafe ,his grief; and far lefs
could 1 return immediately to gaiety after
fhedding tears, which you fay mifs Clifford
did, as 1f her father’s death had been a tragx-
- _comcdy :
. Iam glad to hear that you are inclined to
belicve that Englifh women are the hand-
fomeft i this world (indeed the curate of
‘Willow-Bank once told me that there was no
reafon to doubt of their being the fame in the
next), which makes your partialitry for this
mifs Clifford the more {urprifing, becaufe
1{he feems, even from your own account, more
like a foreigner than an Englith woman.
As I hinted, in my letter to you, that the
perfon for whom I was defirous of getting an
 account of the Clifford family had reafon to
be prej udiced againft them, and was a perfon
of quality,“ I could not imagine that you
would have fent a long letter of the nature of
your laft ; for ybu muft have obferved that
people of quality ncvef liften to long letters ;
indeed they eannot bear to be informed of any

T
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thing, Iontr or fhbrt,; ’that is not égrée’ablc to
their withesigws @ : 7

I firfk remarked this at thc houfc of Ahde
London lady, a near relation of lord Dean-
port, who was allowed to dic quietly, be-
caufe, to have infinuated that fhe was in
danger, or to have propofcd*a‘ drug that -
was difagreeable to her tafte, would have
alarmed and difturbed her. Two of the
chamber-maids recovered from the fame dif-
eafe, by taking the bark; and being bliftered ;
for the apothecary, who was all fmiles and
fimpers when he fpoke to the poor dying
lady, and never gave her any thing but pa-
‘latable draughts, told them, with a grave
countenance, and in plain words, that no-
thing but blifters, and large dofes of bark,
could fave them.

I have remarked, alfo, that the curate at
Willow-Bank, who in wintes preaches to the
country-people about preparing for death,
never touches on that {ubjet in fummer,

 whén my lady.is prefent, becaufe nothing Is
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fo oEcnﬁve to her lady{hnp as rcmmdmg her
“of death, except it be mentioning hell, which -
the fays her nerves cannot bear. e
Indeed I was witnefs myfelf to the truth of
this ; for her ladyfhip once carried me, for a
frolic, to hear a methodift-preacher : unluck-
ily, the man preached about the rich man and
Lazarus, which terrified her to fuch 2 de-
gree, that the was carried out in violent hy-
fterics: and though, formerly, fhe made if a
rule to go to church once every feafon, to
thow a good example to the ignorant vulgar,
. yet, after that accident, the never ventured
to hear any preacher whatever, except the
. eurate of Willow-Banlk, on whofe difcretion
fhe can rely, becaufe his only hope of pre-
ferment is in her ladyfhip. And I once heard
my lady herfelf fay, < that, notwith{tanding
his being only a country-curate, he might
be a London bithop, for knowledge of the
world.” '
Now, perhaps, you will fay, like Juba in
he play of Cato—¢ If knowledge of the
T 3
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- world makes man a.vxllam, may Juba ever
remain in ignorance.”—But, although fuch
ftntiments do i'ery ‘well in tragedies, they
are not to be a&ed upen in real life : befides,
Juba being only a black, is not a very fit:
example for whites, efpecmlly Chnfhans

I own I fee no villainy in havmg a know-
ledge of this world, and making the moft of
it while we are in it, though it may be pro-
per to a&t otherwife in the next:"ffor; as [
- have heard you yourfelf obferve——« When
we are at Rome, we muft do as Rome
does : ot

You fee, Sir, I do not forget thc reﬂec-'
tions T have heard you make, having always
had- a vcryf high epinion of your fenfe and
judgment ; which made me fo fond of your °
.company when I faw j}du lafk at York, and
makes me regrét that we have never feen you
fince = but 1 fuppof@i you can think of no-
body, ’né’W, but mifs Cliﬁ'ord ; "th‘Ough'I own .
that the, nor no other vvoman, xan be more
_concerned than 1 am to hcarthat you are'in
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a"'W¢aker {tate of health, thafx when we faw
you here. My' aunt thinks that your be{ng»
of that opinion proceeds entirely from low
fpirrits, owing to too much folitude; and
that, ifyou faw more fociety, whether it were
in London or York, or even at your own
houfe near Morpck:th,» you would be more
healthful and happier. 'Though your daugh-
 ter is, I am told, a very beautiful ybung 1a-
dy, and alfo very {enfible, yet perhaps fome,
cheerful companion would render both your
lives more agreeable ; but of that you are the
beft judge.—My aunt defires me to return
you her thanks for the attention you had to
her, in confultiﬁg the do&or on her com-
plaint. |
- The infufion of the flowers of white pop-
pies hgs‘: had no great effect as yet; but fhe
is refolved to ‘continue, becaufe, the fays, it
ftands to reafon that thofe flowers thouid do
good, on account of their whitenefs : but I
fear their colour is‘conﬁder;ab}y altered be-

fore they come to her nofe.

T 4
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 With my kindeft, compliments to mifs
. Pro&or, though unknown but by character,
1 am, Sir,
 Your moft obedient and
obliged fervant,

MARGARET ALMOND.

I fhall be very glad to hear from you when
you have leifure: but you need not give
yoﬁrfelf the trouble of faying any thing far-
ther of the Clifford family, becaufe the zoble-
man who applied to me has now received all

the information fhe wanted.
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LETTER L.
Mifs ALMoND 20 the CoUNTESS of DEANTORT.
~ Mx Lapy, : : York,

I b the honour of informing your lady-
thip, in my laft letter, that I had, without
delaying a fingle moment, written to Mr.
Proftor. It was natural for yéu.r ladyfhip to
think that his refentment again{f uyoung Mr.
Clifford would have enraged him againft the
whole family, and inclined him to divulge
every thing he knew or fufpetted to their
difadvantage = but he is an odd kind of a par-
ticular man, who knows no more of the
-Wérld, particularly the genteel, than a child.
Though he ferved an apprenticethip to an
_attorney, he has the charaer never to have
taken the advantage o any body ; which
makes it fo unaccountable how he is in fuch
good circumftances. - He {eems to have no

refentment ; or elfe the favours he reccived
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from Clifford, the fatker, m:a‘.ke's’-'-ﬁ.rn~ forget
the injuries of the fon, and renders him un-
Willing to fay any thing againﬁ»vhim, and ftill
lefs his fifter : yet, in fpxtc of all his pains to.
fet her off to advantage in his letter to mé, it
is eafy to fee that the charader you have re- -
ceived of her is pretty exa&. = There is no
doubt that fhe both looks and a&@s like a
French woman ; and you know how fome of
them a&.. Mr. Pro&tor acknowledges that
the lived feveral years abroad among foreign-
ers and emigrants, and underftands all their
_ lapguages; and, I dare fay, is a member of
the Blue-ftocking-club of learned women,
~whom your l.ady{hip hates, though the may
wear white ftockings above her blue. - 3
Mr, Pro&or alfo owns, that mifs Clifford
was addicted to go a-hunting with men 1o
the day-time, and playing on the harp to
them at night. What the did befides he does
not mention. B ' :
He pretcn&s to be ignorant of the reafon of
~ her father’s taking her abroad fo fuddenly,
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'and doés not divulge she nature of the ru-
mours that were fpread over thc neighbour-
hood on that occafion. -

“‘But he ackno‘WIedges that mifs Clifford
“lives in intimacy with lady Diana Franklin,
‘which muft be the fame with her that your
Tadythip hates fo much, and who I take to
be one of the moft cenforious old maids liv-
ing ; both on that account, and from what I
heard counfellor Banter fay, at‘thc laft York
affizes, in a large company of ladies, at a
- tea-drinking, (among whom was Londoner,
on her return from Scotland, where fhe had
fled from her parents to be married to a
very genteel officer of dragoons—=l believe
he was quarter-mafler),—fo, fomebody faying
fonicthing to the praife of lady Diana, the
new-married lady obferved that fhe was an
old maid, and of courfe very cenforious.
¢ Very cenforious, indeed, madam,” replied
the counfellor; < her whole life and conduct
" is alibel on many of herown fex!”
 This was thought, by fome of the com-'

-
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pan'}.r, too fevere; bu¢, after what I 'hajirc
heard your ladythip fay of her, is, I am con-
vmccd no more than fhe defe1 ves.

- This is all the intelligence I could procure
from Mr. Pro&tor, which I hope your lady-
thip will think {atisfaCtory, as it may be de-
- pended on. But I am certain, that if T was
in London, I could procure {till more ; and
therefore I haye informed my aunt, that fhe
would probably reccive a letter from _your
]ady(hlp, defiring that I might fet out very
foon. For my own part, I fhould not be in
the leaft afraid of goin g in the mail-coach, as
it e fo quick ; and my heavy trunk might
come . afterwards in the waggon.—In the
' hope of havmg the honour of another letter

from your ladythip foon,

F arp.a 4 :
Your ladythip’s moft obedient, faithful,

and obliged humble fervant,

. MARGARET ALMOND.
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. ; LEI‘TER ) 8
: Tbé" Countefs of DEANPORT #0 JAMES
» GrinDILL, Ef7.
: " London.

] nave had no need to avail myfelf of your
precautions againft communicatin\g Peggy Al-
mond’s difcoveries refpe@ing mifs Clifford too
abruptly to my fon. She difcovered nothing
but what was either of fo innocent, or fo ge-
neral, a nature, that no ufe could be made of
it. I have therefore abftained from all infi-
nuations againft what is called—her virtue.
But, in. confequence of your obfervations
refpe&ing my fon’s prejudice agaihﬁ clever
wemen, or women of fuperior underftand-
ing, which I know to be well founded, I
once thought of culling a few witticifms
from Joe Miller, aﬁd'repeating them to
Tord Deanport as fep;‘irtees of mifs Clifford;
but rt'colle&ing that his lordfhip was better
acquainfed with that book than with moft
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others I Judged it would be fafer to draw from
- a fountain into which he never dipped ; and,
after having {poken of mifs Clifford as a lady
of uncommofi'e:uditio_n and fagacity, I aGtually
 repeated two of the proverbs of Solomon as
obfervations of hers. This bad not the effect
I expeéted ; he faw nothing alarmingly faga-
cious in either, and faid, « If mifs Clifford
can make no wifer obfervations than thofe,
the runs no rifk of being derowned for a
WltCh fe x
leappomted in thls, I renzarked ‘. that']
had heard the was a2 young woman of rather
an imperious temper ; that I was not fuffi~
: ciently acquainted With_her to decide, butl
owned that the had, on fome occafions, a great
Heal of fire in her looks.”
J To this he coolly replied, ¢ That the had
;:ertainly an animated countenance, and he
| _believed fhe was a young lady of fpirit.”
I was fo provoked by this anfwer, that I
rejoined, “with warmth, < If fpirit be what

you admlre in her, fhe will {how you enough
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of it—TI am told fhe is & complete termagant.
How the may accommodate herfelf to her
lovers I know not; but'I am affured that her
obftinate temper broke her father’s heart.”

To this he made no reply ; but, after a
few minutes of muﬁng, introduced another
fubje&, and in a fhort time left me. .

I hope what I threw out was the caufe of
his mufing. I fhall take care to furnith him
with more feeds of refle&ion of the fame kind;
and I have a notion that the lady herfelf will
alfo {upply him with fome. ‘

I have obferved, with pleafure, that the
does not behave with that degree of atten-
tion to him that would, T belfeve, fecure her ‘
conqueft. I am happy that her fupreme ad-
vifer, lady Diana Franklin, is abfent ; becaufe,
were {he in London, the would advife the young
lady to adopt a plan of condu& that would be
more likely to fucceed. Where do you think
her ladyfhip is? —You never can devife,
therefore I'll tell you..—But I am interrupt-

ed, and muft poftpone the informtion.
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SRR
LETTER LIL

Tl;e' Sanse to the .Siqme.
. London.
I was interrupted when I was juft about to
inform you where lady Diana Franklin (to the
. great grief of the blue-ftocking tribe, thofe
admirers of madame de Sevigné and her aflo-
 ciates, who attempt to fubflitute converfation
to cards) is at prefent—Why, in Devonfhire.
Devonthire at this feafon of the year ! And
whom do you think fhe has gone to vifit in
Devonthire & Some grateful YOung officer,
yoﬁ will guefs, promoted by her intereft, and
whofe. reg‘i;neﬁt is quartecred in that county.
* You may have hit on the r¢a/ motive of her
journey for ought I know—but the avowed :
one is to fee Mrs. Denham. Perhaps you
have forgot Mrs. Denﬁam, for fhe has not
been heard of thefe feveralrye’ars s but you
muft remember the fprightly Charlotte Brigh-
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ton, whom you have {g often feen at my'af;
femblies, when her beauty and vivacity drew
~ half the y‘ou‘x'lg.fcll@ws in town after her.

I believe you were at Spa when the cata-
firophe of Charlotte’s romance took place,
and therefore may never have heard it. After
rejecting two offers of mdrria;ge, both highly:
advantageous; one by a Mr.—Mr.—I cannot
recolleé the man’s name—an aukward-looking
creature.—He has been made a peer fince—I
cannot recolleét his title neither—no matter.

The other propofal was from a perfon whofe

fortune gave hif a claim to the fame honour.
He offered immenfe fettlements—to no pur-
pofe—the giddy girl refufed them both.
What made her folly the more to be la-
mented, and muft have filled her with re-
_morfe for refufing the latter, is, that the man
died about nine months after.. Some people
atterhpt to excufe her, by afferting that fhe
" was in love with Tom Denham when thofe
two men paid her their addrefles. I leave

U2
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you to dctcrmmc tﬁe v%rgﬁt ef fuCh m
+ apology. SO ,
She afterwards married Tom, Who wis, to
be fure, one of the beft-natured, gay, thought-
lefs young fellows in the world, but witha very
moderate fortune ; one half of thch Wwas mort-
gaged before Charlotte was acquainted with
him ; the remainder, with all his wife’s patri-
mony, he fpent, it muft be confefied, entirely
like a gentleman, and in the beft company.
When it was {pent, however, he and his wifé
feemed, for fome time, as deftitute of friends

as if they had kept the Wori’ff

An old companion of his, who had fome
intereft with the minifter, procurcd him at
laﬁ a fituation in the Eaft Indies. It was ex-
pc&ed he would have opportunities of pil-
laging a competency for his poor wife and
children. But though few people could fpend
a fortune with a better grace than Tom, it is
doubtful whether he had any talents for ac-

quiring one : the experiment, however, was
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net fairly made ; for he dicd, poor fellow, foon
“after his arrival in India, fo that he bad not
time to do that juftice to his farhily that was
expetted, however well-difpofed he might
have been. :
. His widow, with two children, lived {fome
time in London after the accounts of his
death arrived. Hitherto I had vifited her oc-
caﬁonaily ; but rumours were ciréula_tcd to
her prejudice: as the had alwaysbeen rather in-
attentive'to appearances, they gained firength,
I have been affured, without foundation : but
as I had not leifure to afcertain the truth, I
-t,,houéht it prudent to leave off vifiting her.
Others followed niy example; and the would,
moft probably, have been forfaken by all her
female acquaintance, had not the virgin Diana
arrived precifely at that time from abroad.
Though fhe had feen lefs of Mrs. Denham,
after her marriage, than any of her former
; compénions-—for the rapid rate at which her
hufband and fhe drove through life ill-fuited
the {low and folemn ftep of a Veftal—yet, on
U3
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finding Charlotte likely tbs%e abandoned by
~ others, fhe chmg to her through theer vanity; "
and that crofinefs which prompts her in what
the calls effentials, to brave the opinion of
‘the world. She pretended that fhe had in-
veftigated the fcandalous réports; and not
only to have fcund them falfe, but alfo that
Mrs. Denham, having derived p;udcnf:e from
her misfortunes, had condu&ed herfelf in a
moft exemplary manner, devoting her whole
attention to the education of her children: on
which fhe was vifited and received as before
by a few of her old écquaintance 3 but her
circumftances kept the greater part from her
as completely as if all that had been faid of
her was true. Unable, however, to maintain
her family in London, fhe retired with her
children to Dcvonﬂiir‘e, and has hardly ever
been thought of fince, till lady Diana, heai-
ing that (he was in a declining ftate of health,
fet out lately to vifit her ; and.there I hopc ;
the will remain; for I underitand fhe has

more influsnce with mifs Clifford than any
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body clfc, and if the Wére in London, Would
affuredly engage her protige to adopt. a con-
- duct more likely than that fhe follows at pre-
fent to fecure the heart of my fon. To trcll
~ you the truth, I rely more on the markﬂ.
coldnefs and indifference which the girl thows
for him than on all I have hitherto been able
to contrive for the purpofe of giving him a
thorough diflike to her. ‘
In the mean time, you cannot ﬁgurc how
I am haraffed by the murmurs of the aunt
_on account of Deanport’s coldrefs to mifs
Moyﬂ:on ; for fhe is more enraged than the
young lady herfelf. Iam alfo vexed by the
new ._.pro-ofs I daily receive of his growing
paflion for mifs Clifford.—Would to heaven

you were here! I never ftood in need oz

your fage counfels fo much.

E. DEANPORT,

U 4
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/s HORATIA‘CLIFFORD fo Mrs SOMMERS

v

- Wy

London.

Y‘OU are fenouﬁy hurt, then, my dear, be-
caufe T have nevcr fa;d a word of lord Dean-
port’s attennons to me, of which, it fecms,
fome more commumcatwe ‘correfpondent has
favoured - you Wlth fo many particulars. You
confider it as'an mﬁance of unkind referve to
a friend, whofe _-conﬁdencc in me has been
unboundi:d-.f I dare fwear you fufpected, that
in this feafon, fo fertile in peerages, I was
“endeavouring, while the fun fhone, to fecure,
for my own ufe, part of the harveft; and
".that, having fucceeded, T meant to be fud-
denly announced to you as countefs of Dean-
port, to dazzle your eyes with the brilliancy
of my coronét, and mortify your heart with
the idéa of an old companion ralfed, to &
fituation fo far above you.



; : xﬁn&wxw._ T
- Ah! Juliet, how cquld you {ufPeéi;}me of
fuch malice? Had I been capable of it, I
fhould have deferved all that your friend mifs
> fuffered, by being made a duchefs,
- Now, in an{wer to your accufation,
« I will z;raund unvarnifhed tale deliver,
©Of what referve, deceit, or mighty plot
{(For fuch proceedings I am charged withal),
% have been guilty.”’——
The firft time I ever faw lord Deanport
was at the duchefs of ’s affembly. I
was fitting ‘between my aunt and Mrs. De-

mure, when her grace prefented him to me :
- he remained with us till we left the room.
As he was an acquaintance of Mrs. Demure, -
I placed this piece of attention to her ac-
count. I afterwards met him at other aflem-
blies: he fometimes came into my aunt’s
box at the opera. I faw nothing particular in
_this, nor did I perceive any thing remarkable
in his lordfhip’s addrefs, except an affeGtation
to whifper, which I difcouraged by a look
of furprife, and by always anfwering aloud.

Moft people, who are uncommonly hand-
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fome and ge&tcel,{"‘»aée - thought conceited ;
fometimes, no doubt, unjuftly : but there
certainly is nothing in lord Deanport’s man-
ner that tends to remove fuch a fufpicion. .
- There is fomewhat of conftraint that
could not have been expected ‘in a man of
his rank who has travelled ; this is accom-
panied with a flately kind of obfequioufnefs,
a protecting bow, often repeated, which
feems to proceed from pride, and that {pe-
cies of pride that fprings from high birth,
without the confcioufnefs of -any other fupe-
riority : for, when a perfon is alfo confeious
of being fuperior," or even equal to the com-.
pany in other refpects, it generally produces
more eafe, and lefs referve. , &
His lordthip, however, cultivated an ac-
quaintance with Mr. Darnley and my aunt:
1 faw him of courfe. His vifits becoming
more affiducus, the one day told me, with an
air of ,gr.eat‘ fatisfaction, that I ‘had certainly
made a conqueft of the young peet. I was
by no means fo much convinced of this as the
{feemed to be; and it “{ould not have afforded
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“me {o much fatzsfa&mq ifyl had. I confefs I
d1d not thmk it worth while to mention this
vn_otxon of my aunt in my letters to you; but
pray, my dear, if .théy are not already burnt,
will ydt_}f take the trduble to look over them
agai;i,,-a»nd feginf, _tﬁﬁing as they are, they

- do not treat of f{ubjects of juft as much im-
portance?

Yet, fince you {how a partlahty for th;s,

1 will give you a little more of it. I could

not help remarking, that the noble lord’s
mother, the countefs of Deanport, to whom,

I believe, I was hardly known till very lately,

feemed to view me with an evil eye: this I
thould have borne without corhplaining. I

knew that people are fometimes. offended

without reafon : I alfo knew that people of
rank are as fubje@ to this weaknefs as the
 Toweht vulgar ; but I did not know that they

«could manifeft it in the fame manner :—lady
Deanport made this clear to me. — My uncle’s
relation, Mrs. Courtncy, had carried me to
lady A——"s affembly. = Towards the end of
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the mght, after Ihe had ordered llp the car- :
riage, fhe rece]leéted fomﬁthmg ﬂle wﬂhec},
to mention to her Iadyﬂnp, and went, for
- that purpofe, into ‘another room, Icaving me
feated oppofite to mifs Moyflon, the great
heirefs, and her aunt. In that mﬁant, lady
Deanport came, and feated herfelf between
them ; thcn,‘ fixing her eyes on mé, fhe
Whifpcréd them in a very ﬁgniﬁcan,t manner.
Thejr trurned their-eyes alfo ﬁpqn i:jc, titter-
ing, and fometimes laughing aloud. The
company had left v,thé fide of the room in.
- which I fat, {o that I was in a very ankward
fituation, the eyes ’of every body béing i
rected towards me, by the rudénefs of thefe
three women. Had they addrefled any dif-
courfe to me, perhaps I might have made
fome retort 5 but I could neither obje& to
their laughing, nor their rl'ooki'n.g at mé._ Old
general Randal, who was playing at whift,
obferving my  diftrefs, laid doWn his cards,*
came to me, faid he believed Mrs. Courtney
Waltcd for me, and led me into apother
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Foom, where fhe was stalking with the du-
‘ehefs of D——. ¢« Your young friend was
-ixnpati‘ent to ﬁ?e' you, madam,” faid he, to
Mirs. C’o_u'rtﬁéy v then, addrefling the duchefs,
he added—* Your grace has been accuftomed
to find great beauty an obje@ of envy: had
you been in the next room, you would have
. feen it, for the firft time, the objec of laﬁgh-
ter.”—This behaviour of the general is more
in the fiyle of the ‘old than the new court.
But you will allow, that what applied to her
grace was more than rnere compliment ; par-
ticularly when, on tlie duchefs’s accofting
me, with her ufual condefcenfion, he added—
¢ No one ever experienced a happier tranfition
from malice to benevolence than the lady
your grace takes by the hand.”

I was at a lofs to find »out in what I had
offended thofe women, p:urticularly the Moy-
ftons, with whom I am net acquainted.

' Mrs. Demure (1 believe you are acquainted
W'ith that lady) called on my aunt the fol-
lowing day. My aunt Leing abroad, fhe
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ﬁayed great part of she
She is at once conﬁdered as’ the fnend oF lady,
Deanport and of the Moyﬁons I hinted to
her what had happened at the affembly. She
finiled, and faid—<¢ I-c_,ould eafily g1ve you
the key to that cabinet of fecrets, ,my dear,
if it were, proper.”’ ' el

< If it 1s not proper, I beg not to be en-
trufted with it,” I replied. : :

Finding that I prefled her no farther—
<« Come,” refumed fhe, * T believe I may
fafely trult you. - My friend, lady Deanport,
is one of the moft prudent women on the face
of the earth, and one of the moft attentive of
mothers. She naturally wifhes her {fon to ob-
tain a great fortune by marsiage, becaufe the
confiders his intereft to be alfo hers, and has
been ufing all her addrefs to promote one be-
tween her fon and mifs Moyfton: but the
voung lady and her aunt having taken of=
fence at the attention her fon fhows you, her
ladythip is alarmed, left it {hould prove an.
obftacle to a fcheme her heart is greatly fet
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on; on whlch account fhe is 1rr1tated and
dlfpofed to mortify you. This is certainly
 beneath a woman of her rank ; dindeed of
even a plebeian , of any degree of elevation of
foul. ~v~‘-~?:“B'ut ‘the beft of people have their
W?éék"tjéﬁ'és ; and, I muft confefs, my friend
is not entirely qx_émpt from them.” She aft-
erwards repeated fome very fpiteful things
that the had heard lady Deanport fay of me;
begging me, at the fame time, not to mind
_ them. She then added fome expreflions,
eqﬁally malicious, which fthe had h‘ca.rd her
utter, concerning  lady Diana. This, 1 do
.gffure | you.-, provoked me more than the
other ; and I refolved to vex the malicious

‘woman in ‘the only way in my power.—

% You ought not, my dear mifs Clifford;”

faid Mrs. Demure, < to be provoked at my
friend, lady Deanport : it is not from ill-will
againft you, or lady Diana, that fhe fpeaks
fos it is merely becaufe fhe fears that you

will feduce the heart of her fon from mifs
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Moyfton : fhe cannotbear the Iofs of all that :
great fortune. She expc&s, if her fon were
in pofleflion of it, that fhe herfelf would be
much more éafy in her own cireumiftances;
My friend is fond of -money.—-very fond of
money : it is her greateft fault :—fhe has it in
common with many worthy people. She is
alfo excéedingly fond of play ; and, 'though
in other refpe&s a fhrewd fenfible woman,
fuper{htlous to childifhnefs on that fubject.

Indeed, the whims that very acute people
are influenced by, in gaming, are hardly cre-
dible. T muft do my friend the juftice to
fay, however, that fhe is not in the leaft fu-
perftitious in religious matters, except when
the is in ill health. Her enemies accufe her
of being avaricious, and extremely fond of
money ; but that is, in a great meafure, ow=
ing to her often lofing at play. Iam per-
fuaded, that if the were always to win, the
would be more generous: but what can 2
woman do who frequently lofes more than
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lzecan pay ? Her fon cannot alWays fupply
~ her, which makes her fo fet on his marriage _
W1th mifs Moyfton.” '

~ This eloquent and friendly harangue had

no effe& in turning me from the refolution I

had formed; and which I found an oppar-

‘tunity of putting in praice, very foon after,
g ) :
- ‘at the duchefs’s, where lord Deanport ac-
~ cofted me, in the prefence of his mother

'and--‘her two accomplices. I liftened to the

rz’:ztf 75 he whifpered in my ear with an

au of far more complaifance than I had ever

‘before thown. They endeavoured to conceal

their vexation by writhings and conftrained

fmilés,-——fuéh as a perfon on the rack, if he

‘thought himf{elf obliged to {mile, might ex-

h1b1t I hope I was more fuccefsful in 71y

‘fmllcs 5 though I confefs, they were forced
~ alfo; but I was determined to look as pleafed

~ as poflible.

“After I had teazed ‘the three ladies fuf=
ficieritly, I told my aunt that I felt myfelfa
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v -loguc was in dan ger of bccommg too" warn,

nd with the fole v1ew, as Iam convinced, .
"r"f'plevcnt that and glve it a pleafanter turn,
2 fa._id Yoﬁi’ lady[hlp&necded not have o
ﬁn,e'__ _yourfclf to Eng’[and you ‘might have
'added Scoz‘lcmd fmd even zb¢ tawn oj Berfwfcb
b ZIPOIZ-T‘ZE)EEd Then ob"ex ving 2 Mr. Mac-

£ .rdonald vsho hud 1’1fen from one of the card-

: tablea, and Jomed our circle, he added—<* I
: ,_hope the addmon mlgnt have bcen made
~ ,Wlthout cﬁ"ence to any of the company.”
< As you fee-m to direct this to me, ﬁr,
¢ faxd the Scoty s Binult inform you that T am
: ne1ther apt to take offence where it is not in-
tended nor to pafs it over when it is.

e In the prefent cafc, " replied Mr Cle-

‘ment <¢ you muft be fenﬁble tnat none could '
. be mtended & s 5
¢« Without a‘ccuréte]y examining - what
: could. be, rcfumed the other, <¢ 1 am willing
10 take it for omnted that none was intended ;

5
: andr Iam the more difpofed fo to do on account
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,:{As thc Comteﬁina whs perfuadcd that cap-
. tain Sommers had always oppofed her views
: ,;on his fm:nd ‘vand that it was through his
;nﬂuence that Nh‘ ‘Mordaunt had quitted
ne ..,¢9:bruptly, fhe no fooner heard of
:thc captam s having returned to England,
than fhe determined on a journey to Vienna,

in the V1eW of regammo the hold fhe for-
merly had on the affeGtions of Mr. Mordaunt.
To this fhe combined a plan of intimida-
ﬁmn', in cafe the other fhould fail in accom-
plithing her end.

With thefe views the made the journey
from Rome to Vienna, accompanied by a
tall, ﬁercc-lookmg, Nea.pohtan officer, whom
the called her brother.

CEa My Mordaunt was -more {urprifed than
; difpleafed when he heard of her arrival.

Though he was fully convinced that her
of’centanous tendernefs was all art and dif-
: ﬁmul_atxon, _and, of courfe, he was in a great
meafuré cured of the affeGion and enthu-

 fiaftic admiration he had at one time enter-












benar. . o GBS,
o is bemg over—ac‘led convmced Mr,
: nMordaunt of what he had fufpe&cd from thc
'begmnmg b

.Wretchcd Woman " it is your bro-
i xcialmed the Neapohtan s o what
ﬁon havc I found you ! ! Have you dif~ ‘
: graced your noble farmly 2 have you fulhed the
. purity of your | 1llu{’tr10us blood?” 'Then, ob-~
‘ fervmgaﬁmle onMr Mordaunt’s countenance,
he addcd W1thafunous look, ¢ What! does
o 'your undoer fm1le at the ruin he has produced!”
Mordaunt burlt into laughter.

This kindled the Neapohtans rage more
2 ﬁ_ercely.  After a flourith of oaths, he ex-
' p@;iate_& bn the crime of feducing a woman.
i Mr ‘Mordaunt coolly favid—-““ Seduction
| 1s l_ce'rt'aihlyb 2 crime, whether the feduced be

-'man'.or womaﬁ iy

The Neapohtan, raifing his voice, de-

' clared-—“ that his fifter’s honour could not

v be repau‘ed otherwxfc than by marriage.”. .
l\/Iordaunt rephed—-—“ tha.t he had no ob-
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to him tg approach us; As often ashe fcem.a
ed ready to comply, the addreﬂéd herfelf wnh
fuch fmiling earneﬁnefs to Ium that he»: T

ot quit her. She cv1dently enjoyed the gn..:;' .
maces of the aunt, the mortified lboks of mxfb :
Moyﬁon, and the rage wh1ch I fear, was
but too apparent in my countcnance. - You’
cannot conceive with what a triumphant an:;_, .
fhe paft us, as he led her to her carr1age I{
I ever forgive her the look ﬂw threw on me, i
1 hope fhe will immediately aftcr, marry my "
{on, and govern him as the Pleafés. fof lffe;_ o
It is cl\eafthat the has confulted her oréélc}, &
and the entire change of Aher,condﬁcﬁt to{gvax"dé- =
Deanport is.in co_nféqu,ence of the fefpdﬁfe of""
the Great Diana. From thq'hat'rred' which T
bear to that 'goddefs»I cannot. doubt of hers
‘to me; for it is mot likely that an old maid :
thould have xﬁor’e good -natufe"ih;\nﬁthér wo=
men. I confider the Veflal, therefore, as the .j

firft mover of the Jate mfult, and fhall ad:
accordmgly : ‘
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Itisin vain to attendpt to turn my fon from

};!bﬁ prefent purﬁnt, efpecially as long as the

‘;;ii::"Obje& of it enceurages the chace 5 but it is
,‘j_ﬁ_’not,lmpoﬁible to give it a termination very
: ;;;dzﬁerent from" W%t the dam el herfelf, or her
'_'chaﬂe mftruétrefs, dreams of. In the mean
 time, I fhall endeavour to cajole the Moyftons,
_and kecp thern in as good humour as I can.
~ The vcry day after Mifs Clifford had en-
= Joyed her tnumph ‘though my breaft was ftill
: glong with refentment, I met Deanport at
| breakfai’c with a gay countenance.
waihcd to put himin good humour,? wlnch
:by the way, is no eafy talk, particularly at
breakfaft. I don’t know whether you have
_,bl’)fervad' it ; but people who are nat@rally
hl«h"um’oured {how it more at breakfaft than
at any other time. Befides, he knew I had
fome rezfon to be difpleafed with Aim; of
“courfe he lcokcd rather fulky at 7. I took
no notice of that, and proceeded to converfe
in the moft eafy and cheerful ftyle on indif-
ferent fubjeds. When'l {aw that the gloom
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"J VWhat elfe my dear Deanport o NS
Ele s ‘l_ean be fufpe&ed 2% Nobody thinks fo mean- :
]y of you as to fufpeét you have any ferious

VICWS on fuch a gxr] ‘and you are blamed for
perfevermg in your attentions to her, becaufe

1t may prevent {fome man, more fultable to her

’ rank ﬁ'om paying his addrefles to her. You
are accufed of : a&mg the part of the boys in
the fable of the frogs : What ‘was fport to the
former was death to the latter.  The more
reafon there is, therefore, from the 1ev1ty of
thlS gitl’s charac?ter, and your reputation as a
man of gallantry, to imagine that you may
carry your point with her, I am the more fo- |
licitous that you fhould give up the purfuit.
You may depend upon it, my dear Deanport,
that fuch an inftance of felf-denial would af-
ford you more folid and. permanent comfort
than, your fucgefs can poflibly do. But, if
thefe refle@ions theuld fail in deciding you
entirely to abandon your defigns on this girl,
o ~“ho>pe aﬁpr‘oper regard for your own intereft

111 ‘induce you to fufpend them at leaft,
Z 3
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Your attentlons to rm{'s Ch:E
Moyfton'; and if contmued ‘m:
“her to that dearee, that ihe may thr w her-
felf into the arms of ker Sordxd or fome i
other ; for, depend upon it Ihe may choofe’"_j
a hufband from the whole unmarne& _peers of '
the realm. Tt will aﬁord yo,t_l.,endlefs Foe
morfe, fhould ‘2 tranfient _phantafy, - v"v'fxi'ch:_
will be over in a few months, ‘preclude you
from the means of gratlfymv every Wlfh of
your heart durm your whole Ifeliie

It was cvident, from ‘the attentlon he :
paid to this harangue, ‘that fome part madc
“a f{trong impreflion. He hinted, ¢ that I‘

was in an error with refpe& to mifs Clif~
ford that, notw1thﬁandmg. her natu;fal_ Vie

vacity, he knew no- womaﬁ.‘-fwhofe" con- -
‘verfation and 'manner ‘gave : lefs encourage-
ment to any attempt of the nature I had aI- :
luded to.? P e & S :
With a fmile, exprcﬁive of compaﬁzon and -
contempt, T faid < I was extremely happy -
that he was of that way of thinking, becaufe



Cdtw uld prevent hnn’from makmg any fuch
if;;.[fattempt, and of c0urfc from -ever feehng the
. remorfe which would ulnmate]y attend his
- being undecelved 2 ——-To this he made no an-
"r--":‘chr, and we feparated.
If he was ever fo ﬁlly as to have matri-
' ..frmon_y in his head, .I am pretty certain that T -
‘have fhaken his purpofe. He will now, at
Jeaft, rﬁake an eflay to carry his point on
eafier terms, I confefs I have no very fan-
guine - hopes of his fuccefs. The girl feems
to have,ﬁrmnefs as well as pride, and a com-
: :vfortable degree of refpe for herfelf: all
7 thefe are againft my fon. If fhe had lefs
‘. fe‘_x'lfe:‘énd fpirit, 1 {hould have better hopes ;
however, there is no knowing what may
~ happen: eny woman may be caught napping.
~ But if, from her own pride, and the admoni-
’,,tions_;of the chafte Diana, Ihefhould be on
her guard, in that cafe, depend upon if, the
_ young lady will nge herfelf high airs of in-
: ;FdxgnaUOn' her purity, no doubt, will be
z 4

S

343 »



4

344 “ MoRbAvi\:‘r e
 wonderfully oﬁ'ended ‘hnd the o " ;chance to -
fay or do. fomethmg that lel unnd his Iord

fhip’s yanity : and 1 fhou]d not be furpnfed _r.~___;
“in his wrath aoamﬂ: m1fs Clifford, he niade
propofals of marriage to mils Moyﬂ:on.—-—You
Imile at the folly of a man propoﬁng—marnage
t0 2 woman about ‘whom he is mdlﬁerent on
purpofe to vex the woman he loves. Abfurd
as it feems, I hdve know«n rnore_thanvone of -
the wife lords of the creation commit this -
very folly.  And as’ my fon’s conduct is as .

- often regulated by capriée as ‘that of é.txlyk'of

his brethren, why fhould T thmk h1m fecurc
-ﬁom the fame folly ?

But, fhould it happen - otherw1fe in the
prcfem mf’cancc, fhould he bear the rebuﬁ"
with patience, @il it will occaﬁon a tempo=
rary breach; that will require time, and the
art of the chafte Diana, to repair. 2e

But do you know, that, after Having' put
this attempt into his head I am by no means;

clear that I ought to. vufh him fuccefs (and

-
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tb my knowledoe, he has“been fuccefsful
g with women higher born than this ‘Clifford) 2
L lops though it would gratify ‘my hatréd,
"agaml’c her prefent direétrefs, as well as that T-
gn} agamfc the infolent gipfy herfelf, to fee
_’_"' -my fon’s miftrefs, the might even then,
r aﬁz too great afcendency over him. In
thort, I am not: abfolutely certain - that {he
s mlght not perfuade him, after all, to make-
her his wife.—What fay you?
o1 hcartlly Wlﬂl that this coufin of yours
,01_11d -conclude the bufinefs one way or
~ the other. I {y: J_)apathxfe with you very fin-
cerely.. I know what horrible - confiraint it
is to attend a dying relation, from whom one
has expe&atioﬁs, during a tedious illnéfs ;—to -
Bc' obliged to ‘wear the moft melancholy
i afpé&,' -to[‘fpga}lz in a fympathifing accent, to-
_»r,aifc, his head, to {mooth his pillow—Ah!
how difgufting ! I went through the whole -
naufeous procefs in the very flower of my

S{Quth, in the laft illnefs of my grandfathér;
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and, after all, the ungrateful detard ~1cft h;s_\

- whole fortune to my brother, Who never‘

handcd him : a.cup of watcr—gruel Ry
e Farewelll Sy

E. DEANP@R:@

4 3% S I had almoft forgot to mform%j »
that your old acquaintance, Mr. Townly, 1s7.{A‘
~a good deal with.my fon at prefent Townly—-
has long lived a pamful hfc, to mamtam the -
reputation of a2 man of pleafure ; and though
now unfit for the practice, he i‘s_b thought to
be profoﬁr-]dvly'ﬂ{illed in the théory of gal-
lantry., As my. f{on has been accuftomed, -
from his childhood, to confider him in that
view, and at the top of fafhion, what he
fuggefts would have _grea_f_ Wéight.v;rith his
lIordthip. 1do not"c'h‘c_)rofe_ to commit myfelf
fo far as to give any hint to T ownly, but
you may, 5 i 24

Send me your not1ons, at largc, on all

have wntten,









| count of lus not bemg a peer that {he refufed
him. T have reafon to believe it was merelx
'becaufc Ihc thought rather meanly of h1s un-
derftanding ;  though, in other pomts, an ex- .f'
ceeding refpe@able man. R UEREE

As my dear brother never blamed hls dauoh~
ter for this, I fhall fiot take on me to condemn ‘
her: but this I muft fay, that if feveral wo-
men of my acquaintance, who are very com=
fortably married, had pofiefied a partlcle of
the fame fcruple, they would never have been
united to their prefent hufbands. ‘So Horatia =
ought 'not to allow a prejudice of this nature
to have too much weight. o e ‘ 

As your lédyihip has more influence with _
her than any body, I thoug.ht'it right to ac-
quaint you with what I conceive to be lord :
Deanport's ‘intention, that you may prevent
her from falling into an error fimilar to the
former, if the former was an error ; becaufe
it would be more inexcufable now, when fh'é.‘, /
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1s of a nper age, and ohght to have acqun-ed' ;
more wifdom. : S
I have not fpoken on this fub}c& to my
'hu_fbwand, becaufe I cannot fay that lord Dean-
- port has direé’cly‘ made a propofal of ‘marriage
tto my. ‘niece,- but I have a thoufand reafons _
- for believing that it is her fault, and not his.
Thofe reafons I am not fond of ftating cn-n
,-.icum&antially to my hufband, becaufe men in
. general do mnot fully comprehend fuch mat-
. ters, and no man in particular lefs than Mr.
Dam}ey, thoﬁgh in moft other thmos, he has
avery clear judgment.

-I.am convmced from your ladyﬂnps ac-
knowledged good fenfe, and from the friend~
thip you have 'alwéys‘ thown my niece, that
you will not delay to warn her againft the
foilyrand danger of keeping a perfon of lord
'Deanport’s rank long in fufpenfe, partiéularly‘
as I have reafon to believe that his mother
wifhes him to court the rich mifs Moyfton;
who, in conjun@ion with her ladyfhip, is
- doing all in her power to engage his affec-
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ill, if fhe were to give’lord Deanport, or any
other man who may pay his addreffes to -hcr, :
a refufal, without informing them, and tak-
ing their advice. If that is your ladyfhip’s
opinion, I dare fay you will think it right to

exprefs it in your letter to her.

VOLe 11s
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LETTER LIX.

Lady DianA FRANKLIN Z Mifs DARNLEY.

My pEAR MADAM.

.AS the perfon you mention has not hitherto
made any propofal to our young friend, it
would be improper for me to write or {peak
to her on the fubject. Indeed, I {hould take
no notice of it to her, though I were here-
after to be informed that he had aGually made
propofals, unlefs fhe herfelf afked my opinion
or advice: From what I know of the cha-
racter and difpofition of your niece, I am
perfuaded that the will not give her hand to
any man, without informing Mr. Darnley and
you, and endeavouring to obtain your appro-
_i)ation. This, I think, ought to fatisfy all
her relations and friendg; efpecially, as fhe
really névgr has given any proof of caprice,
or want of difcernment, in her likings or

di_ﬂikiﬁgs._ As for the gentleman to whom
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you allude, whom the Tefuled to marry when
‘the was only feventeen, the debafing taftes
which he has fince difplayed, and the wretch-
ed ﬁgufq he makes in life, fhould prevent
either herfelf or her friends from regretting
her rejection of him. Affuredly, my dear
madam, you have not been informed of his
prefent ftyle of life : and you have too much
penetration not to have obferved that the moft
_affluent fortune would be no compenfation to
a woman of Horatia’s turn of mind, for hav-
ing a ridiculous, an ignorant, or even a well-
meaning weak man, to her hufband. She
never will marry, I am fully perfuaded, un-
til fthe is afked by a man whom fhe highly
efteems, independent of his fortune, his rank,
and his difpofition. She muft have a man of
underf’canding for her hufbapd.

You hint that I have reafon to complain
of lady Deanport’s fentiment of me. - While
the refrains from injurious actions I thall re-
main indifferent about her fentiments. |

If ever Foratia thould confult me on the

e  2as
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the {ubje& of your letter, you may reft fa-
tisfied that my advice fhall be given without
any confideration of that lady’s prejudice a-
‘gainft me. : £

Mrs. Denham is better, but not fo WC‘H as
to allow me to think of léaving her. She has
fupported a {evere and tedious illnefs with re-
fignation and fortitude ; and has given proofs
of a moit amiable,—and, what is more, ofa
Chriftian, difpofition.: She will have reafon
to fay, < it is good for me that I have been
affliGed.” J- =3

I remain, my dear madam, with refpe&ful

compliments to Mr. Darnley,
Your moft obedient,
humble fervant,

Diana FRANKLIN.

In anfwer to the queftion in your poftcript,
I think no young woman eught to give her
confent to-a propofal of marfiage without
confulting her friends. “But, if fhe is deter-

-
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~mined to refufe the propofal, fhe a&s with

delicacy to the man in concealing it ; bef:a;ufe e
no man likes to have it known that he has
been rejeted.  She alfo acts with delicacy to
her own relations; becaufe, though they fhould
think her objeétions frivolous, fhe might feel

them' to be infurmountable.
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LETTER LX.

James GrinpiLL, Bfy. t0 the COUNTESS of

DEANPORT.

,. South Wales.
I.ENTER warmly into your ladyfhip’s refent
" ment againft mifs Clifford. .

Your having appeared in good humour
the morning after the fcene at the aflembly
was -neceﬁ'ary for retaining your influence
with lord Deanport, and for giving weight
to the inuendos you threw out. Had you
feemed difpleafed, or permitted any upbraid-
ing expreflion to fall from you, on account
of his attachment to mifs Clifford, the effect

would have been to have made hx;rn pay his

court to her more aﬁiduouﬂy than ever.

Your ladyfhip muft have obferved that no-
thing is fo apt to make fome people adhere
to whatever whim they take into their head

than oppofing it. Argument, however ftrong,

- RN
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inftead of convincing,’ irritates : and; even
when convinced that the meafure they are
inclined to is permcmus, the pleafure of
crofling the dlfapprovers though they may
be their beft friends, overcomes, in the
minds of people of this charaler, every
confideration of decorum, or even of in<
tereft. But why do I mention this to your
ladythip, who underftands character {fo well ;
and who, I am fure, will never be fo much’
off your guard as, from heat or want of tem=
per, to provoke a perfon it is fo much your
interet to manage? The motive to which
you imputed all his attentions, and the hints
that they would be fuccefsful, flattered his
~vanity without thowing difapprobation of his
tafte, and will, probably, {ftimulate him to
what he might not otherwife have had har-
dihood fufficient fo undertake. ' Notwith-
ftanding the cautions in my laft againft any
~ rough attack on the lady’s character, the in=
‘ genious manner in which you conducted it, I
imagihe, will anfwer one or the other of the

244
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~ purpofes you propofed. I alfo approve of

your abftaining, on that occafion, from all
praifes of the lady’s wit or underftanding, be-

caufe they might have given him a fufpicion

~of your having a perfonal m__‘alignity againft _

~

the girl, and of having fome private view in

- making her peculiarly odious to him. Pane-

gyricks of that infidious nature may be found
expedient on fome future occafion however ;
and, I am convinced, will not fail of the in-
tended effe¢t. The difcernment with which
you have perceived, and the fagacity with
which you intend to repair the {mall miftake
you committed in thowing refentment againft
mifs Clifford, is moft admirable. I have not
the leaft doubt that your former behavious
has piqued the damfel, and that fhe has
given herfelf the airs you mention, merely to .
vex you, and in revenge for your ‘ p;:rfzerring
mifs Moyfton. Whether the late change in
mifs Clifford’s behaviour to your fon pro-
ceeds from her being more fifuck than for-

merly with his lordfhip’s appearance, or from




e
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- refentment or caprice, Yit is laudable in your

ladythip to render -the circumitance fubfer-

vient to your own views, which are thofe of

a prudent mother, anxious for the permanent 7

happinefs of her fon.

Mifs Moyfton and mifs Clifford are as chf-
fere.nt in character as in appearance; yet the
difference in one material part of their cha-
racter, very" probably, has depended, in a
great xnéafure, on the difference in their ap-
pearance. A large proportion of prudes are
to be found among women decidedly vgly ;

whereas, in general, the handfome, or, which’

forms a greater number, thofe who think

themfelves fo, have a tendency to coquetry.
We might expe& it would be fo, even
though we had not obferved that the truth of
the remark is confirmed by experience. The

canfcwufnefs of beauty naturally infpires gay~-
ity, and a defire of cxcmno admiration by a
dlfplay of perfonal charms. The confciouf-
nefs of a total want of perfonal charms is apt

to mfpue dlfcontent, envy, and cenforiouf-
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nefs. From this maythave fpruﬁg that mo=
rofenefs and prudefy which is remarked in
mifs Moyfton ; as well as the gaiety, verfa=
tility, and occafional coquetry, of mifs Clifx
ford’s behaviour. But, though different in
thofe refpecs, each of thofe ladies is poffefled
of attra&tions for a young nobleman like lord
Deanport. What alone is defirable in the
one, unqueftionably, 1s her fortune, which
cannot be obtained otherwife than by mar=
riage ; but what attra&ts him in the other
may be enjoyed without that degrading
ceremony. I wifh him fuccefs in both:
But if he is to fail in one of his objetts,
it had better be in that to which he is
prompted by a tranfient inclination, than in
the other, which is founded in a paffion for
money ; a paflion of which his lordfhip has
already given indications, and which ge-
nerally ftrengthens with age.

Your ladyfhip, with admirable penetr’a-‘-"
tion into the fecret fources of human con=

duct, exprefles a fear that the pride you ob=
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ferve in mifs Clifford’s chara@er will prove a
defence againft his lordfhip’s attempts ; but
what I imagine will contribute to the fame
effed, is that {pecies of pride which belongs
to his own chara&er, which is too vifible in

~ his manner; and hurts the {elf-love of others.
There is a certain loftinefs in his addrefs, even
to women, which gives the impreffion that
he is prepoffefled with the notion that his
notice does them honour. There is reafon to
dread that this will be a bar to his fuccefs
with mifs Clifford, who, with lefs ftatelinefs,
has the prefumption, I fufpect, of being as
A proud aé. his lordthip. It may, howevef,
have the effe& which your ladyfhip alfo fore-
fees, of making her repulfe him with an ar-
rogance which will convert his love into
hatred. There is no knowing how it may
affec her. No experience of your charming
fex, my dear lady Deanport, can enable one
to decide how any individual woman will act,
on particular emergencices ; as no experience

of ours can make it certain how any indi-
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vidual man, who is tinder the influence of
love, will be affected by the {corn or caprice '
of the woman he loves.

Your ladythip juitly remarks, that any
woman may be caught napping; but it is alfo
true, that fome women have a greater difpo-
fition to be drowfy than others: and fhofe
who are endowed with that pride, Which\yqu
fufpe& to belong to the charatter of mifs
Clifford, are the moft wakeful.:

I own I do not much dread a danger, which

you feem to apprehend might be the confe-
quence of his vi&ory ; namely, that, after
being his miftrefs, the might perfuade him '
to make her his wife, and retain an afcen=
dency over him that would annihilate all
your ladythip’s influence. I beg leave to re-
mind you of what you have often com-
~ plained, in your fon’s difpofition, that, though
eager to obtain whatever firikes his fancy,
and miferable if he mifies it, yet, when ob-
tained, and in his poffeflion, it directly be-

gins to lofe its charms, and foon becomes in-

-
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® fipidi" You may reft allured that this verfa-
& tility is never more fudden than in the con-

" nection qf men of that difpofition with Wo-

men. Favours are faid to be the food of
« love; yet, in my opinion, it often dies of that
aliment.  But I imagine that, on this occa-
fion, your ladythip confounds the condu& of
fuch men in their youth with what is often
their fate in the decline of life. If at that
period they chance to be bachelors, they are
-apt to be the flaves of mercenary miftreffes,
who rule them with a rod of iron. In youth
they are ever in fearch of variety ; in age they
are governed by habif.‘-—I confefs, that if

: lord Deanport was verging towards old age,

or if his cenflitution was f{o broken by ex-
: t;eﬁ‘es, that he had anticipated its imbecillities,
I fhould,ﬁav,e the fame apprehenfions with
your lady{hip, and think it probable ¢hat ‘any\
woman who ;c_ould accommodate herfelf to
‘his caprices, and bear occaﬁonal.ﬁ‘svof ii’;-‘
ufage, would have the Iﬁanaoement of him,
and finally premﬂ on him to marry her: but

from a woman of mifs Chﬂ"wds character
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nothing of. that kind is to be di:cadcd, either
in his prefent ftate of health, or in that above
fuppofed ; becaufe, in the firft cafe, the would

foon lofe all hold of him from his natural

ficklenefs, and, in the fecond, fhe would

not bear to live with him, even were he to

offer her marriage.

You will obferve, that my beft hopes are
founded on this damfel’s giving herfelf fuch
airs as will wound his lordfhip’s vanity, and
occafion, at leaft, a tempeorary breach between
them, which ybur ladyfhip may then render
irreparable. : 13

I have the pleafure to inform you, that ap-
pearances in this quarter of the world are
more favourable than ever; and I am in full
hope that this tedious bufinefs is very near a
conclufion : after which, ybu may depend on
my abridging all ceremonies her€, that I may
have the happinefs of waitinglon yaur lady-
thip as foon as poflible:

I regain; s~
Your faithful and obedient {ervant,
J. GriNDIRE
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P.S. I fhall wrife to Townly by this
very poft, in the ftyle your ladyfhip withes:—
it may be of fervice. He is wonderfully
flattered by being thought an adept in the

fcience of. gallantry. He will boaft to my
~ lord of his own fuccefles; and perhaps fti-
mulate him to an attempt, which, whatever
way it ends, muft be favourable to your
YIEWS.
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EETFER LXL

JaMEs GRINDILL, Efy. o RosERT TownLY, Efg.

YO.U, my dear Townly, have, through life,
facrificed what is called bufinefs, and every :
other obje&, to the purfuit of pléafure ; and
no man alive is fuppofed to have been more
fuccefsful in the chace.—However ambitious
I may have been to imitate yod, I am, at pre-
fent, as you may have learned from lord
Deanport, reduced to the necefiity of facri-
ficing the pleafure of being with thofe I love
in town to the painful occupation. of attend—
ing a dying relation in Wales. ;

It is to be hoped that my penance draWs
near a clofe. In the mean t1me, I am gomg
to write to- you conﬁdenually on a {ubje&, in
which, from your frlendfhlp to the earl of
Deanport, I am perfuaded you W,lll fcel your- :

fexf as much interefted as Iam.
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Tfle —I‘Clatibns,‘o.f that young noB'lémaﬁ;»' as I
~ am informed, are extremeély uneafy on account
of his aftachmeht to a mifs Clifford of Nor- ‘
- thumberland. How, indeed, can they be
otherwife, confidering the number of young
men of rank and fortune who have thrown
themfelves away of late on girls who have nei-
‘ther; in fome inftances, not even beauty ; or, at.
leaft, not more than may be purchafed for a few
guineas. The girl, I underftand, is artful, and
is ufing :every means in her power to draw his
lordfhip into a marriage :—nothing can be
more equitable, therefore, than to make her
the dupe of her own artifices. And whois {0
able ‘to inftrut him how to clude the {nares ,
laid for him; or to entrap the enfnarer, as
yourfelf ? Who can boaft more knowledge of
the world ? Who has applied his talents more .
fuccefsfully to that half of it which it is moft
‘pl.eafant to ftudy, and moft difficult to under-
ftand ? Though I could not help partaking
of the uneafinefs which the young lord’s rela-
- tions feel on the .prefent occafion, yet, on my

oL, AT, 9 B
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ﬁne landfcapcs is as pleaf ing as moﬁ verbal
deferiptions of them are fatiguing, -

As we returned to the road, after one of
thefe' fhort excurfions, we obferved a poft-
chalfe, w1th a woman, fomething in the ftyle
of a lady’s maid in it, before the door of
a cottage. Juft as we came up, a lady
came out of the cottage, ftepped into the
chaife, the door of which her footman fhut,
mounted his horfe, and deﬁred the po{hlhon
to drive on. :

I had two views of this lady’s face—one
assdhe We,‘nt from the cottage-door to the
chaife ; thé other after fhe was in it, when
the put her head 2 moment from the window,
Iookmg at Travers and me.

In the courfe of my life I never beheld
fo charming a countenance. - Nothing could
equal the lovelinefs of her face, except the
clegance and fymmetry of her perfon. 1
. never was fo forcibly ftruck withh the light-
ning of mere perfonal beauty : but it was not
2C3






’ MORD,AUNT PR : g fe
: 55 How can you be furc even of that g2
i fa&d Travers. '
: &% Becaufe all your foreign women, were
' they ever fo handfome, 'vhiave "fomething- of
g outlandlﬂm look, which this lady has not,”” re-

',phed the failor. ; ;
¢« You have feen a great many forelgn WO-
o TAeny pcrhaps rcfumed Travers.
caseo] have ﬁuled round the world an{wer-
fil heiiis : '
-« You muﬁ: z‘bm, have had great oppor- -
 tunities. — And, _pray, where did you fee
: the handfomeﬁP b : .
e Why, p]eafc your honour, taklng them
all inealls re_]omed the failor, < 1 do not
‘know but the handfomeft women I ever faw,
that is to fay, out of England, was during a
voyage up the Meditertanqan, wﬁére I cl}anc-
ed to get a glimpfe of fome Greek girls- be-
longing to an old Turk.” = .
%< To an old Lurker faid ‘Travers.

< Yes, very. old, pleafe your honour. One
might have thought he had no more ufe for

2.C 4
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; ‘womppuwz, . 398
oW found a woman ‘I'ucklin g 7%1_;1 infint, an;i
ty’vo_girls, one about eight years old, arid the

~other about three, coarfely but neatly dréﬂ’cd,

On inquiring of the woman who the lady

- was, the anfwered, with fervour, % The lady

_is an angel!” ' .
< #¢ This m_uch'I knew before. But I with

to know her '-naiile, and the family fhe be-

" longs to,” faid I, flipping a guinea into -

her hand.. |

<« Tt is not in my power, fir, to fatisfy you

" in any of thofe matters,” replied the poor

womat, offering me the guinea back again;;

 which having refufed to take, I faid, « It
feems a little particular that you fhould not
know the name of a lady who vifits you.”

_ She then informed me < that her hufband
was a Iabouring man, who .v'vo'rked at a place
" apout a-mile fro'm the cottage; that, fome
Hw_ee}k’s ago, the had occafion to fend her eldeft
dzzughte’r to him three hours before the ufual
time of his return home , that the youngeft
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