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(Vs DEDICATION.
it is, in fine,"as one of the foremost of those
LegisTators and official Persons, whose
Perseverance in the Good Cause has led to
that glorious State of Affairs; which con-
fels Interest upon ‘the Isle of Elba, that I
presume to beg your Acceptance of this
Tribute. Humble as are the Labours of a
Translator, I rejoice that they have afforded
me this Opportunity of publicly stating
with how much Respect and Regard
T have the Honour to be,
SiRr,
Your most humble and
Obedient Servant,

WM. JERDAN.

Cromwell Cottage,
27th May.



INTRODUCTION.

|

T love of the sciences, the wish to ac-
quire new information, to study men, to
weigh with attention, to investigate simply
the august truths contained in the great
volume of nature, perhaps even the desire
to make myself useful, first induced me to
commence my travels. The majesty of the
Alps, where we discover the elements of
the world at its birth, the great recollec-
tions attached to this illustrious peninsula,
where the genius of the arts and sciences,
affrighted by despotism and fanatical igno-
rance, sought an asylum; the youthful
enthusiam which animated me, all induced
me to direct my steps towards Italy. I
have visited every part of it at different pe-
riods, and in different characters (), not

(@) I quitted Paris in 1801, under the authority of
government, and continued my travels under the aus-
pices of his Excellency the Minister of the Interior, and
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as Tristram Shandy would have done, tra-
velling post, in the fear of being overtaken
by a fever, but like the philosophers.of an-
tiquity, in continually acquiring critical
knowledge by remarking every thing
novel or unknown (b). I have lived in the
most celebrated colleges, and among the
most learned men, to add their ideas to my .
own. I have attended the cahinets of na-
tural history, to acquire a knowledge of
their curious acquisitions ; I have frequent-
ed the studies of artists most worthy of
that title, to observe their genius, and to
form a just estimate of their labours.

I have feared neither fatigue nor incon-
venience ; I have spared no' pains in the
prosecutlon of my researches, and in exa-
mining those monuments of antiquity which
might recal to my memory the history of
. the times which are passed, and to make
myself acquainted with the various pro-
ductions of a delicious country, constantly

of the most learned and distinguished members of the
National Institute of France, up to August 10, 1807,
when I landed at Marseilles.

(b) Montaigne’s Essays, book 8, chap. 9, p.983.



INTRODUCTION. Vil

crowned with the charms of spring, and
the riches of autumn. ,

. To identify myself with the people I
have visited ; to observe them in all the
situations of life, I have desired to follow
the example of Alcibiades, who was all
that a traveller could wish to be, courage-
ous and frugal at Sparta, abandoning
himself to the luxury of lonia ; magnificent
with the lieutenants of the king of Persia.
Like the illustrious shepherd of Artouay (c),
who derived all the advantages of early
education acquired by the, energy of
his own mind, the most extensive learning,
¢« On my arrival in a capital, I visited all

_(¢) Jameray Duval, born in the little village of Ar-
touay in Champaigne, in 1695, was an orphan at ten
years of age, At twelve he quitted-his country, travel-
ling at a venture during the frightful winter of 1709.
Till twenty years of age, he was the guardian of six
cows, and the valet of a poor hermitage. At this pe-
riod his active genius, and an instinct eagerand pene-
trating, conducted him to learning, almost without as-
sistance, by rapid and unbeaten routes. The last six-
teen years of his life were passed in the midst of courts,
Zear sovereigns. He always preserved manners the
most pure, frankness the most unreserved, and liberty
the most independent. He died in 1775.
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the public markets, to learn in what pro-
ductions the country most abounded ; I
read the newspapers of ‘the place, to form
an idea of the civil liberty there enjoyed ;
I ogled the women, to know if I were in
Circassia or in the country of the Samoiedes;
I went to the play to study the national
taste. The churches, the palaces, the hos-
pitals, gave me an infinity of information ;
with respect to the people, the useful and
respectable source of all national strength,
I entered the humblest cottages, and ac-
cording to .the comfort or misery which
there prevailed, I judged of the nature of
their government ; and thus, without being
a physician, I felt the pulse of human na-
ture (d).” Lastly, I applied myself to learn
the language ; to read the Italian authors,
as well ancient as modern ; I extended my
inquiries to all classes of society; I tra-
velled over all the plains, vallies, moun-
tains, forests, and coasts ; and now restored
to my household gods, I am about to col-

(@) Memoirs of his Life ; letter to his friend Anasta-
sie Socoloff.
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lect the results of my labours with care, to
Judge of all without asperity ; and ingenu-
ously to recount every thing T have seen.
I implore indulgence for the defects of my -
style and colouring. 1In wandering like a
Seythian, we soon lose the .Athenian po-
lish.

During the long sojourn which I made
in ancient Etruria, I studied the monu-
ments of this people, which are too little
known ; I-have followed, step by step, the
physical revolutions which this beautiful
province, the Attica of Italy; has expe-
rienced. I wished also to know the isles of
the Tyrrhenian Sea, to compare their con-
stitution with that of the continent to which
they are neighbours, in order to satisfy
myself, if what Buffon says (e) of their
being formed by an encroachment of the
sea upon the Italian continent, before or
at the time of the sudden irruption of the
waters of the Euxine, and the Ocean into
the Mediterranean, be true.

I have visited each of them. The Island

(e) Theory of the Earth, and Epochas of Nature.
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of Elba has above all excited my curiosity.
Three voyages, made at different periods, -
have given me opportunities for studying it
- under every point of view, of bestowing
upon it the most serious examination ; in a
. word, of forming a proper judgment: I
have applied myself, in the first instance,
to discuss the principle of its physical con-
stitution, and to combat, by facts, the
established opinion. If, in that part of my.
work which may be called systematic, 1
have dared to oppose the ideas of many
esteemed and learned men, I desire I may
not be accused of presumption. It is not
my wish to censure them; I detail that
which I have seen, the consequences which
T have thought were thence deducible, and
the chain which binds established facts to -
the constant and” immutable laws of na-
ture. I have not drawn my principles
from my prejudices, but from the very es-
sence of things themselves. Hereafter na-
turalists better informed may correct my
errors; they, in their turn, will be my cri-
tics, and truth, which mediocrity, the spi-
rit of chicanery, presumption, and want
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~ of principle, seek incessantly to veil, will
shine resplendent to the eyes of all.

-This point once established, I have en-
-deavoured to obtain my end by every pos-
sible exertion, so as to leave nothing more
to be desired, on the subjects of the natu-
ral history, the manners of the people, the
extent of the population, the public monu-
ments, and the state of commérce, in this
interesting country. To dispel the mists
of the chaos of history, I have thought it
my duty to reconcile the text of ancient
authors with the nature of the soil, the
laws of nature and chemistry, with the geo-
graphical position and its known relations
with Tespect to neighbouring natio_ns; 1
have wished to combat errors accredited
by respectable names.

Such is the plan, and such is the object
of the work, which I this day publish, which
I dedicate to my friends, which I offer to
the learned who honour me with their
esteem, and to those académies to which I
have the honour to belong. I invite cri-
ticism, that fair criticism which never
passes the limits where literary discussions
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ought to terminate. I wish to submit it
to the observation of persons who have
lived in the Isle of Elba, to study its mine-
ralogy, its physical geography, and who
have devoted their whole time to these
inquiries. I desire that it may be exa-
mined by men of learning, who take plea-
sure in encouraging young authors, who
are anxious to set them right where they
are in error, and to labour to improve that
judgment which personal experience, always
circumscribed, leaves imperfect.

There is not any work on the Isle of Elba
ex professo. 'The manuscript writings (f)
which are circulated in the country, and
the crude volume published by Sebastiano
Lambardi, of the port of Ferrajo (g), make
it very imperfectly known. Actuated by
a false love of country, their authors have
sacrificed all truth, harmony of style, and

v
(/) I have read those left by Dr. Fossi, by Captain
Giovanelli, and by a person named Ciumei. All three
are posterior to the work of Lambardi, which has serv-
ed for their model.
(g) Memoire Antiche e Modern dell’ Isola di Elba,
in 8vo.
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the art of fairly construing the writings of
antiquity, without which erudition becomes
a’ dangerous , weapon. Seduced by the
false statements, ficta pro antiquis, of the
Dominican de Viterbe; led away by fables
sent abroad in the ancient books published
by Cuzzio Inghirami, by Fauze, and by
Mariani, their imaginations have created a
history of the Isle of Elba worthy to be-
long

¢ A tempi antichi, quando i Buoipar lavano.”

It is, in truth, curious to see them in-
cessantly labouring to bring together all
the most incoherent ideas, and drawing
from them the most preposterousinferences,
which can have no foundation but:in their
brain ; to cite them in an original man-
ner (h), to find in the classics, which they
torture to serve their purpose at every
turn, a sense any thing but that which is

(k) 1t is always in Italian.language, very modern,
and nothing.less than elegant, thut their citations are
made ; and Lambardi (p. 21), above all of them, indi=
cates the passage thus: Calentesus, p. 6 of his writ-

i o
ings.
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expressed in the text, so often corrupted
by the inaccuracy of copyists. They con-
tradict themselves every instant, and pos-
sess the art of so mangling the names of
authors of which they make use, that ap-
proved patience, and more than common
perspicuity, are requisite to discover of
whom they speak. I will give some exam-
ples drawn from the work of Lambardi,
- because his book is in print, and has served
for a model to the others.

‘Lambardi supports: himself generally,
and with truly paternal complacency, on
the authority of a writer whom he states to
have been a Goth (p. 51), and whom he
shows afterwards must have beeen much
more ancient (p. 52). He names him'at one
time (p. 17) Celeteudus, at another (p. 51),
Celeutesus, and afterwards (p. 52), Celeteu~
sus. He states him to have been (p. 17)
cotemporary with Annius de Viterbo, that
is, to have lived at the close of the fifteenth
century ; and further on (p. 21) he makes
him combat an opinion advanced some
hundred and twenty years subsequent to
that period, by the learned Baronius, in
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his ¢ Ecclesiastical Annals ;” an astonishing
work for the time at which it appeared,
notwithstanding its numerous historical-
mistakes; the fables which swell its bulk,
and the great defects of its style.

If Lambardi wished to allow his fa-
vourite ‘author one moment’s repose, to
recall the Tuscan writers, whom he must
of necessity know and understand, it is
then that his inferences become more than
ever unjust, and that he amuses himself
with twisting the names of authors and
their texts still more. At page 23, he
speaks of the magnificent Paolo- Tornei, a
personage who never existed ;—doubtless
instead of the Pisan annalist, Paolo Tronci.
In another part of his book, in speaking of
Giugurta Tommasi, the historian of Sienna,
he converts him into two writers; the one
he calls Jugurtha, after the King of Numi-
dia, and the other he designates Tommaso
Senese, &c. &e.

These instances cursorily taken,- may
shew what confidence is to be placed in
him who commits such blunders, and in
those who repeat them from ignorance, or
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from disregard of truth. I might have
beensilent on the subject of these works,
had I not been persuaded they were at
least known to those who, from their situa-
tion, from the course of political events,
or from taste, have fixed their abode in the
Island of Elba. :

Citations of authorities form the basis
and the essential part of works dedicated
" to history and learned research. These,
it may be said, are their safe-guards.

It is not then for a pompous display of
erudition that I have thought it my duty
religiously to indicate the sources into
~ which T have dipped, and also the books
and manuscripts on which I found myself.
I wish to render homage to men who have
devoted themselves to literary labours, and
to travellers who have visited the Island of
Elba. I also wish, at the same time, to -
give my readers every means of verifying
the correctness of my citations; to assure
themselves of my impartiality, and of my
indisposition to strain the natural sense of
the writings of others, to ‘support my opi-
nions, or to further my own views.
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The map which I give with this work, is
the first that has appeared exactly correct.
To my nautical and geographical remarks,
I have added the observations made on
the mountains of the island by M. L. Puis-
sant (i), professor of mathematics at the
Imperial Military School in Paris. To
render the work still more complete, I
have thought it necessary to unite the
well-known talent of a skilful geogra-
phical engineer, M. J. B. Poisson, and
the graver of a consummate artist, M.
Tardieu, the elder. I am happy to offer
them here, the expression of my gratitude
and sincere admiration.

If I have not made any use of the de-
scription of the Isle of Elba, prepared last
year by Captain Clerc (k), it is because it

(@) Treatise of Topography ; on Surveying and Le-
velling, book i, chap. 4,5, 6,7, 8, and 9.

(%) See the work before cited, plate 1, fig. 9, and
book 3. There is 4 military depdt in relief, on the
western point of the Isle of Eiba, executed by the same
officer in the designs of his picture.

b
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appears to me to be deficient in accuracy
and truth in' the configurations of the

_capes, and the depths of the harbours and
anchorages, so numerous in this important
portion of the world. At the same time,

1 render homage to the talents of that en-
: gineer. If he had personally visited these
places, T am persuaded he would have
made his work much more complete, more
useful to science, and more worthy of him-
self. :

T could have wished to cite in my book
‘that which the learned geologist De Saus-
sure says (/) of the Isle of Elba, where he
remained for some days (m). I should
equally have wished for the historical re-
port of the iron-mine of Rio, which Mr.
- Leopold Chevalier read some time ago to
the Society of Agriculture and of Arts at
Limoges, but it has not been possible for
me to refer to it. I regret this the more;

(D) Inhis Voyage to Italy.

(m) Sennebier, Mem. Hist. on De Saussure.









TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

TO a long French Introduction it would
be ill-advised to add a long English Pre-
face. I could not, however, suffer this
work to appear, without stating that I have
retained all my Author’s text, more with
the view of giving a perfect idea of the
manner in which the Members of the
French Institute and men of science in
that country direct their inquiries, than
because I thought that some excisions
might not very advantageously be made.
Were Mr. Thiébaut less a scholar, he would
be more entertaining; but his facts, his
affectation, and his learning, are so inter-
woven, that it would be no easy matter to
cradicate the traces of the one, without

injuring the value of the other.
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THE ISLE OF ELBA. 3

east ]ongltude, calculated from the merldlan of
Paris.

The channel of Piembino, of which the navi-
gation is extremely difficult, separates Elba from
the Continent of Italy. The straits are about
_ten miles (d) across in the narrowest part.

Upon the north are  the islands of Capraja
and Gorgona ; on the east the Rocks of Parma-
jola and Cerboli, and the Etruscan shore ; on
the south and south-east the islands of Giglio,
Montechrlsto, and Pianosa; and on the west
Corsica (¢) ; whence it is distant forty Italian
miles ().

Its figure is very irregular. Formed of a soft
and light earth, consisting of pulverized wreck
from mountains, of reefs, and of flints conti-
nually triturated and’ battered by the winds and
by currents and surges of a sea often tempestu-
ous, the shores of Elba present on every side a
thousand ' sharp angles encroaching upon the

(d) This distance corresponds with that laid down by
Pliny, lib. 8. cap. 6. The Roman mile was composed of
_ eight Olympic stadia, 600 to a degree, and three miles Ro-
man are equivalent to three miles Italian, or 760.10% toises.
The Roman stadium was 120 paces and a fraction. 2
(e) See the article relative to the other Islands of the
Tyrhennian Sea, at the end of this volume.

(f) AS nearly as possible 453 English miles. See Strabo,

lib. 5, page 223, and Diodorus Siculus, lib. 5, page 294.
B 2
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the Greek root «ios, Ardor, was, as related by
Diodorus (), Hecataeus of Miletus (s), Eusta-
thius (¢), and Nicander (u), given to the Isle of
Elba on account of its mines and the furnaces
in which the iron was wrought.

The Latin name Ilua, or Ilva, comes from the
Greck T'asw, a forest, of which the people of La-
tium formed Sylva, by substituting the letter S
for the accent, which the Etruscans pronounce
without an aspirate. This appellation was be-
stowed upon Elba, according to my. learned
colleague Lanzi, from the prodigious quantity
of wood which covered its mountainous soil ().

Touching on the name of Elba, the erudite
Mazocchi, who thinks with Maffei (), that the
Etruscans were a colony from the land of Ca-
naan and the Moabites, is ‘of opinion that the
orlgm of the word is Hebrew, 7777y, expressing

. Erva (z), from the nakedness of the workmen
covered with sweat and smoke, while they toiled
at the foundery in melting the obdurate iron.

< (r) Bibliot. Hist. lib. 5. p, 294.

(;:l Quoted by Etienue of Byzantium de urbibus et popul.
i

(t) Parechb. in. Ihad A. p. 153.
() In Theriaca, V. 472.

(@) Sagg. de Ling. Etrusc.

() ltalia Primit.

() Diss. sopra, Vorigine de Tirreni.

-
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but their despair and boldness have rescued
them from the horrors cf @ long and oppressive

slavery. . .

The Elboise are, in general good and hospita-
ble, and bear no tesemblance to the' Pheaceans;
(that slanderous people, of whom the wise Nau-
sicaa speaks to- the subtle Ulysses) (d); but,! like
all weak nations, they are flatterers.

They are of an ordinary height and well made,
robust, and of an excellent constitution ; they
are born seamen, are passionately fond of the
chase, andof all manly exercises. Their hair
is generally black, their complexion brown, and
their looks lively and penetrating. The active
and frugal life to which they are accustomed
contributes to render: them hardy, ardent, and
brave, and to preserve their health. :

Although education, which always' exercises
a direct and material influence upon the habits
of life, ‘and upon the happiness or misery- of
mankind, is much neg‘lected in the Isle of Elba;
. although perpetual revolutions and violent com:

motions, which have so often struck at the root
of 'the security and property of the people; have
_imparted to their character a singular degree
of asperity, the Elboise do not inherit that spirit
of hatred and revenge which is the distinguishing

(d) Homer Qdyss. 6.
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feature of some other nations. They have nei-
ther the ferocity of the gloomy Sardinian, nor of
the fiery Sicilian. I have not discovered among
them either the cunning, the: laziness, or ‘the
listlessness so natural to a southern people. They
are extremely irritable, and impatient of contra-
diction; more addicted to ' superstition than to
fanaticism, and almost universally ignorant and
credulous. They are nevertheless endowed with
a certain sprightliness of imagination, which
_renders them capable of receiving the strongest
impressions; thence proceeds their excessive
predilection for extravagant and romantic tales,
for all that belon'gs to the marvellous, or is con=
nected with quackery and deception. They are
unacquamted with the monstrous luxury of ci-
ties. A hat of black straw, a white boddice, a
short petticoat of red or blue, is the whole attire
of the women. A flower, ribbons, a huge ring,
large ear-rings, a gold chain (of which the"
cious metal is lost in alloy): these are the objeets
of a female cdquetry, which is not destitute of .
charms.

In Elba, the vital current is of pure quallty
The old men are not decrepid: I have known -
many of them who had reached their ninety-
fifth year without experiencing the slightest ail-
ment. The women are not in general beautiful;
I have, however, met with pretty girls in tﬂe
western mountains, and at Rio. They press
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lowish gray colour, which approaches nearer: to
white in proportion as the chestnuts have been
carefully picked and dried with attention. This
flour combines and hardens when squeezed to-
gether.. In order to preserve i, it is necessary
to shut it up in a dry place, to compress it with
considerable force, and to cover it .over to the
depth of two or three inches with ashes or sand.

“The Elboise make from it pollenta and pastry,
far superior to any which can be manufactured
from maize.

- The strictest economy prevails in their use of
food. It is only upon holidays, that fresh
meat, and a white wine, rendered excellent by
the utmost care in making, are permitted to be
placed upon their tables. On ordinary days;
they breakfast upon po/lenta; towards noon they

~ eat bread and beans, lentils, or some other spe-
cies of pulse boiled and seasoned with oil; and
in the evening their repast is soup, and some-
times salt fish, or such as the sea yields. v

Their houses are low: the interior arranged
with neatness; and the furniture simple, but
solid. ;

Al their kitchen utensils are of baked earth,
which they import from Naples and Tuscany.
Their beds are remarkable for their size ; three,
four, and often six personﬁ sleep upon them to-
gether.  One is frequently held to be sufficient
for a whole family. The use of these beds, so
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common in Italy, may be traced to the era of
the brilliant age of chivalry. In the seventeenth
century, their counterparts were to be seen in

France and Germany.

. The inhabitants of the towns, as is usually
the case, bestow more regard upon. théir tables
and habitations. They enjoy the most excel-
lent bread, meats and fish, vegetables and fruit,
the chief part of which they procure at a heavy
expense from the continent. :

-~ At BElba, the pleasures and diversions of the
people are not of the liveliest description.
Dancing is the favourite amusement of the
young, but it wants that expression of senti-’
ment, that vivacity of movement, and that va-
riety of attitude, which are so enchanting in
the countries of Rome, Naples, Tarentum, Pou-
ille, and Calabria. © Even in the time of harvest
there is little gaiety ; the comn is thrashed out
under a burning sun, and in the evening we do
not hear, as on the plains of Tuscany, the violin
or the mandoline announece that the toils of the
day are at an end—that every heart is happy ;
the pleasures of the table do not here cause the
neighbourhood to resound  with the joyous
shouts of the labourer. The period of the vint-
age is the carnival of the cultivators of the vine.
Mirth is then most oBstreperous, and while the
grapes are gathered, echo is taught to repeat the
loud notes of musical instruments. -

4
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 The amusements of the Elboise are few in
. number, and little diversified. The principal
are races, the game of bowls, ninepins, quoits,
and a kind of tennis, in which they employ the
hand, and sometimes the wrist, armed with a
sort of wooden bat, cut into the shape of a
pine apple. ; : 7 -

Among the young men, as among the Greeks
and Liparots, it is a disgrace not to be able to’
row and navigate a bark. They also attach a
high estimation to being the best marksmen at
a butt. -

Fhe diversions of the women, principally en-
gaged in the cares of housewifery and in attend-
ing to the cattle, are more monotonous and
quiet. :

Licentiousness is at all times an indelible
stain upon the female character. ~Although gar-
risons have introduced it into the towns, and it
has thence spread into the interior of the island,
the corruption con‘se‘quen'tl thereupon is not' by
any means equal to that which prevails in Italy.

The language of the country is a Patois, of
which the radical words are in the Tuscan dia-
lect: it is of easy pronunciation, and far fronr
disagreeable. . The amusement in which the
people take the greatest delight, is that of the
Improvisatore, or recitati*s in verse upon a
given subject, on their days of festivity, and in
their taverns.. As at Florence, Rome, and Na-
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ples, I have rccocrmsed in these songs entire
pieces from Tasso, Ariosto, and Metastas%.
which the Improvisatore has adroitly adapted
to his own subject.

The colonies which repeopled the Isle of
Elba after the devastations of Ba‘barossa and
Dragutt, came from Naples and Tuscany ; owing
to this, it is by no means uncommon to find :in

“particular families the habits of the met?’opohs :

and in the midst of genfleness, ease, and nagural
feeling, we encounter the studied politeness and
gravity of the Tuscans, the gross manners and

_ the ungracious behaviour of the Neapolitans,

-

and - the vices which spring from selfishness,
whether allied to love, ambmon, wealth, or
passion. 5

The practice of carrying stilletoes, and of em-
ploying them on the most trivial quarrels, a
practice so common among the Genoese and
Romans, does not exist in the Isle of Elba. I
have also Been assured that the indigenous in-
habitants held it in abhorrence, and that there
has not occurred a single assassination of this
sort within the memory of man.:
~ Robbery is very uncommon; murder still
more rare., 3

The number of paupers is very inconsiderable.
An active mclmatnﬁP to love and succour their
fellow-creatures, influences the Elboise to dimi-
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nish, w1thout relaxation, the number of the
poor.

Sect. II.

Mines.

Tu¥ Isle of Elba abounds in iron ; ; ferny Jera-
cem Ilvam, says Solin (¢). It also possesses
mines ‘of copper, but the opinion that it pro-
duces gold, silver, and#lead, is a mistake, into
the continual repetition of which, the most
esteemed philosophers have been led.

I shall enter into some details upon the sub-
ject of the mines, when I come to treat of the
topography of the island (f).

« Sect. III.

Agriculture and Botany.

Tue soil of the Isle of Elba is throughout
hilly, unequal, and unfertile because it is un-
cultivated. The depth of the vegetable earth,
it is true, is not considerable, but the slightest
labour is sufficient to render it productive.
There are districts susceptible of culture’ (g),

a

(e) Polyhist, cap. 3, de insuli;*yrrhen. 4
(f) Chap. v. -
(g) The plain of Acona, and the environs of Lungone,
Capo-Liveri, and Porto-Ferrajo.
i c
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which are too much neglected. The crop @f
corn is almost nothing ; it would hardly supply
the wants of the inhabitants during one quarter
of the year. This sterility will soon disappear,
since they have begun to grub and clear the
ground. I have, however, seen few ploughs.
The cultivated land which does exist, is gene-
rally opened with the spade, or the unwieldy
fossoir (k). Towards the middle of June the
corn harvest is reaped with the sickle as #lose
to the earth as possible, according to the ancient
manner in Umbria (/).  They lay down each
gavel in the way they have cut it, and then se-
parate ‘the ears from the straw ; the former they
throw into baskets or hampers, to be carried to

- the barn-floor; the straw remains upon the
field.

They also raise in Elba maize, pease, beans,
and other species of pulse. Of flax the pro-
duce is very small, and hemp is not cultivated.
The thread which they use is manufactured
from the leaves of the numerous aloes with
which the fields of Lungone are covered.

The pasteque (Cucumis anguria, L.) neither

(k) The fossoir resembles the grubbing-axe used in vine-
yards, with its two corners somewhat elongated. The whole
tool is inconveniently large and heavy.

() Varro de Re Rushcd, lib. 1. ¢, 50. Columella, lib.
2. cap. 21. : :
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attains the size nor the excellence of those in
Viarreggio, and other Luccaese districts. In
the month of August, however, its freshness
and sweet pulp renders it one of the delicacies
of Elba, not the least grateful to the palate.
They are sown in the beginning of April, and
cultivated in the same manner with the common
melon. “They prune the plant when it blossoms,
and at the period when the fruit is set. -

It this island gardening is not the art of vary-
ing the productions of the earth, nor of providing
the cook throughout the year with the most useful
and necessary kitchen herbs, such as spinach, let-
tuce, cabbage, &c. Sorrel, chervil, cibol, pars-
nips, are unknown. Nothing can equal the
indifference of the inhabitants for this species
of culture. )

Pasturage is rare, but of an admirable quality.
Artificial meadows would succeed almost in
every part. Experience has demonstrated that
the vigorous lupinella (the érifolsum incarnatum,
L.) is well suited to barren coasts.

The Isle of Elba contains a sufficiently ample
store of all the species of fruit-trees common to
Europe, except the apple. They are generally
ill cultivated, and their quality is not of the best
kind. Pears, cherries, peaches, and prunes, ar-
rive-at ;ferfect maturity ; but Qley are rather of
the wild sort, and their flavour is insipid. The

¢ 2 :
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apricot is rare, and very difficult to raise. The
lemon, the pomegranate, and the orange, thrive,
but their fruit does not possess the most perfect
taste. Figs and chestnuts are very plentiful.
The olive and the mulberry, which they have
received from the industrious Luccaese, flourish
throughout the greatest part of the island ; but
do nothing more than vegetate in the neigh-
bourhood of Marciana and Poggio. The Carob

tree yields a pulp blackish and luscious, which
‘_p_ossesses the virtues of Cassia (), and the Ser-
Vice-tree, a very astringent bark, which might
be made a substitute for the gall-nut.

The vine is fine, and too abundant, because i
too frequently occupies a soil which would
much better suit the culfivation of corn. The
grape is of an excellent quality? The red wine
is in small quantity, but exquisite. The white,
on the other hand, is common, and consumed
only in the island. It might be made much
better if they took pains to render the fermenta-
tion more perfect, and if the casks in which it is

(k) On all the coast of the Mediterranean, the carob fruit
serves only for the nourishment of beasts. After proper
fermentation, an excellent brandy may be obtained from it,
which retains, indeed, something of the odour of the fruit,
but is not unpleasant to the taste, and the liqueurs made
from it are not inferior to any used in commerce, Professor
Proust, of Geneva, made this discovery.
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kept were made of thinner staves, and of other
wood than that of the chestnut-tree (7).

The vine is cultivated in the same manner as
in the north of France, Germany, and England..
In order to support it, they make use of reeds
(the Arundo donax, L.) which they raise for
this purpose on thesborders of the rivulets in
places where the ground is moist. The vintage
is in' September.

The use of the press is unknown in the Isle of
Tlba, as in the rest of Italy, where they still con-
tinue to make wine in the same way they have
done for two thousand years, and almost with the
same kind of utensils. They throw the grapes
into the vats; there the fermentation goes on
from eight to fifteen days, during which, it is
squeezed only three times. They then draw off
the clear liquid. This first operation termi-
nated, they take the husks, which the ac-
tion of the air has soured, in order to manu-
facture it into vinegar; As for the lees, upon
a vat of eighteen barrels they pour five bar-
rels of water, mingle the whole together, and_

(?) The wood of the chestnut-tree is very porous, the wine
penetrates it with the greatest facility, and is continually
evaporating to the outside,
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in twenty-four hours obtain from it a very agree-
‘able piquette (m). ; ’

The Isle of Elba produces two sorts of dessert
wine, which are highly esteemed, Wermout and
Aleatico. The first of these wintes is of an agree-
able perfume ; it is mixed with wormwood, and
made of the choicest grapes. The Aleatico is
also expressed from a superior red muscadine
grape, of a rich bloom, slightly oval, pointed
at the extremities, @nd of a middling size; the
clusters are very loose ; and its leaf, like that of

“the muscadines of a very dark green, is deeply
indented, and almost palmated.

This delicious wine may enfér into competi-
tion with those of Monte-Catini and Monte
Pulciano, when they have lost their intoxica-
ting odour. Every proprietor attends personally
to the making of this liqueur wine; a proc"ess
which they are very tenacious of keeping a pro-
found secret. It consists in the evaporation of
the aqueous part of the grape before the juice is
expressed, in the fermentation more or less pro-
longed, and at last, in the addition of some spi-

_Tituous liquor, such as rum.
There is the greatest want of wood fit for

(m) A tart wine used by the lower orders of the people.—
Translator.
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Acarpenter’s work. The improvident consump-
tion of thirty years has completed the scarcity
which they now experience. Wood for fuel is
still more rare. The island affords nothing be-
yond a meagre underwood, the chief plantations
of which are at Monte-Giove, the valley of Tre-

Acque, and Mont de Fonza. The oak, though

endowed with the hardiest formation,does not ar-

rive at that pitch of peculiar beauty, or at that

majestic height which made it the earliest object
" of the religious worship by which it was conse-

crated, and which still renders it the greatest
. ornament of the®ancient forests of Helvetia,
Caledonia, and the highest mountains of France.
Its branches do not display the stamp of ages ;
it is not in Elba, the patriarch of the vegetable
world. Neitherdo we find here these two fine va-
rieties of pine (Pinus Pinea, and P. Sylvestris),
the fruits of which are so agreeable, which form
magnificent forests among the Apennines, and
produce the most excellent building timber. In
a word, forest-trees are wanted: throughout the
island.

‘Elba has not, however, been always thlLs
circumstanced. Diodorus () speaks of its iron
works. It still contained them at the era of
the Republic of Pisas and in the thirteenth

(n) Bibliot. Hist. lib. 5.
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century it was covered with wood (o). The
last of these works was that which, about  the
year 1589, was still in existence on the back of
the mountain which skirts the beautiful road
. from Porto Ferrajo to Lungone.(p). At pre-
sent, all the iron works in the island are de-
stroyed ; they have no wood, and they are
obliged to transport the ore to Corsica, the coast
of Genoa, and the shores of Tuscany, in order
to have it manufactured.

It is thus that in old times (g) Avola and
Molili, celebrated for their fine plantations of
the sugar-cane, which they had received from
Asia, and learned to render more productive than
the mother country, transferred to the Canaries
and islands of the torrid zone, the riches of this
precious reed, and the monopoly of the princi-

B

(o) The considerable masses of iron dross which I have
found in the chain of mountains, which stretch from Porto
Ferrajo, in the territory of Campo, to Acona, the declivity
of Monte Arco, &c. is an uncontrovertible proof of this
fact. -

(p) Antonio Magini, of Padua, who, in 1597, published
his Ttalian translation of Ptolqmy, says in his notes, that at
the time when he wrote, they could not work the iron in
Elba, on account of the scarcity of wood.

(@) Under the reign of the intrepid Roger I. of Sicily,
who died February 26, 1154,
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pal branch of the commerce of Sicily during the
middle ages.

Among the vegetables of the Isle cf Elba, I
have seen, not without astonishment, the Ame-
rican agave, (thealoe) and the Cactus opuhtia (r),
attain a height at which those produced in other
parts of Italy never arrive.

The American agave, which belongs to the
liliaceous tribe, bhears numerous leaves of five or
six feet in length, and covered with prickles.
They areimpregnated by areddishbrown, and very
bitter mucilage, retained by an immense quan-
tity of parallel fibres. In America, and latterly
in Spain, they are advantageously substituted
for hemp. They are converted into- cordage,
into a coarse kind of packing stuff, and also into.
a thread, which adds to the whiteness, the gloss
ofsilk. The Sicilians have assured me that, in
certain districts of that island, they possess the
art of communicating to this thread, which they
call zappara, the flexibility in which it is defi-
cient. We have seen for many years in Paris a
large manufactory successfully employ a consi-
derable quantity of the threads of aloes in mak-
ing bridles, and reins for carriages, watch strings,
curtains, &e. &c. ‘

In order to extract the filaments from the

() Commonly called the Indian fig.
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leaves, it is sufficient to bruise them between
two rollers, and to wash and comb those which
remain between the hands.

The stalk of the agave shoots up to the height
of about eighteen or twenty feet, and is covered
with flowers of a yellowish green colour. It
blows every year in the Isle of Elba.

The Indian fig, that interesting tree, of which
the negroes of St. Domingo make canoes, plates,
dishes, and other household utensils, grows in
the isle among rocks, and in the poorest soil, as
it does in India, South America, and the Coast
of Barbary. It rises to from twelve to twenty
feet. Its appearance is very singular, owing to
the shape of its joints, and the manner in which
it propagates itself. It throws out from its

~ branches long shoots, which resemble rods.
When these reach the earth, they take root, and
give birth to new stalks, which also in turn,
multiply their offsets on all sides, and without
interruption. This tree is always green, and
flourishes during many ages. [Its flowers are
yellowish, their stamina contract on being
touched, and the fruit which they yield is a fig
of a deepred colour. Its leaves are large, oval,
spiked, a little downy on the under side, tough
as leather, and very strong; they sustain the
precious insect which furnishes cochineal (coc-
cus opuntize) of which, the brilliant tint sur-
passes the boasted Tyrian purple. They might,
4



THE ISLE OF ELBA. 97

by encowaging it, make this plant useful in the
production of cochineal (s), and open to the Isle
of Elba, a new branch of commerce.

Aromatic plants flourish throughout Elba in
the greatest profusion. The inhabitants use
them daily in their kitchens. Balm, mint, hys-
sop, thyme, rosemary, many sorts of sage, and
fennel, lavender, eglantine, and myrtle, every-
where perfume the air with their sweet scents,
and delight the eye by the variety of their
flowers. ’

The cryptogamia are very numerous. The bota-
nist distinguishes many interesting specimens,
and the painter also gathers a great number,
which furnish him with colours as beautiful as
they are permanent. I should particularize the
Lichen Rocella, known under the name of
Orscille d’herbe, which is found in prodigious
quantity on the old walls and ruins ; it yields a
very good yellow tint.

(s) This insect, in St. Domingo, occupies the territories
where the heat is always at from 20 to 25 degrees at noon,
and in Mexico it is to be found in districts, in which the
heat varies daily from 9 degrees at midnight during winter,
to 20 or 25 at noon. Thierry de Menonville Traité de la
Culture du Nopal et de I'education de la Cochinelle,
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Sect. IV.

’ Anamals.

" Tux Isle of Elba being, as may be asserted,
destitute of pastures, is without cattle; there
is nothing but asses, some mules, a miserable
species of indigenous horses, a few oxen and
cows ; and the breed is in general very small.
The blades of maize and of the reeds supply
them with abundant forage during the dry sea-
son. The number of pigs, sheep, and goats, is
more considerable ; but the breed is no better
than that of the other animals.

Though the country is extremely suitable for
bees, hives are very uncommon. A small num-
ber of persons employ themselves in the lucrative
and easy production of honey. No silk-worms are
to be seen, though those two valuable insects
would thrive well here, and prove a new source
of wealth to the inhabitants,

The sportsman finds abundance of game.

The bushes and fields are full of partridges,
rails, quails, blackbirds, larks, wood-pigeons,
the thrush, called by the Greeks Turopayos, fig-
eater, doves, starlings, and other birds. The
island is also frequently visited by}hapy' birds
of passage, as the wild duck, the ‘ﬁiné”s fisher, -
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the crane, the bustard, &c. The hare, rabbit,
hedge-hog, marten, otter, and squlrrel are likewise
found here.

Some wild cats are occasionally met with.
About the middle of the 17th century, the island
was so overrun with rabbits, that the farmer every”
year saw his fields laid waste and his hopes
_blasted. To put a stop to their ravages, a great
number of cats in kitten were turned out in the
districts which were most infested. They pur-
sued the rabbits into their very burrows, and in
a few years reduced their number. ' It was in
‘the same manner, according to the celebrated
naturalist, Spallanzani, that the inhabitants of the
little island of Baziluzzo destroyed their rabbits,
the only animals residing on that spot, formed
of the lava ejected from the burning womb of
Stromboli. It was the cat also, that noxious
animal, as Buffon says, designed to destroy
others still more noxious, which cleared the
island of Procida, of moles, rats, and rmce, whlch
had there multiplied to such a degree as to com-
mit great depredations, and even to devour in-

* fants in their cradles.

There are no deer, wolves, or foxes in the
Isle of Elba. The race of wild boars was de-
stroyed a few years ago. It is not very long
since Cape Sant Andrea, near Marciana, Cape
Pero, ggelfg_m\?l with underwood, in the district
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of Rio, and the environs of Campo abounded
with those animals.

The fields are infected by a great number of
reptiles. © There you meet with the smaller
scorpion, the blind-worm, the adder, multitudes
of asps and the viper, whose bite is venemous ;
the green lizard, and after the warm rains in
summer such quantities of small toads, thatit is,
scarcely possible to stir a step without treading
upon them. Some of these last however I have
seen grow to an extraordinary size.

I found in the island all the insects of Italy,
a great number of flies and gnats. The blatta
orientalis swarms here. In July, 1806, the
fields were covered by the species of grasshop-
_ per, called by Linnaeus and Fabricius, gryilus
megraterius ; which made great havoc there, as
well as at Sienna, Voterra, and in several other
parts of the coast of Etruria.

Among the spiders T have found the spotted,
which the distinguished entomologist, Pietro
Ross1 of Pisa,in his Feuna Etrusca,denominates
Avranea XIII. gultata. Itisof a bright shining
black, marked with three rows of blood red
spots, to the number of 13, 15, 16, and 17 ; the
abdomen is round, protuberant at the upper part,
and marked withéfour very black spots, arranged
in a perfect square. - The whole body is covered
with hairs, and attached to the thorax by ashort
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pedicle ; its eyes are fawn-coloured, and eight in
number, and the thorax is wery small. It
spreads its web close to the surface of the ground
and rushes with prodigious velocity upon its
prey : itattacks the scorpion, in particular, with
great fury, and is extremely fond of its blood ;
it shuns the society of its own species. I
generates towards the end of summer, and en-
"velops its eggs to the number of between 200
and 400, in a cocoon of white silk, compact but
not strong. In winter it retires among large
stones, into the clefts of the rocks and old walls,
where, in_a torpid state, it awaits the return of
spring. . Its biteis very dangerous ; it is mortal
even to man. Its venom is of a highly subtle
nature, and the more active the more intense the
heat. I have not learned that it has done any
mischief in the island, doubtless for want of
particular observations on the part of medical
men, for I know that in the Volterrano, several
country-people and domestic animals have died
in consequence of its blte

Sect. V.

Industry and Comgnerce. .

INDUSTRY, that indefatigable improver of the
resources which Nature is incessantly presenting
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to man, that eternal principle of activity, labour
and perseverance, seems here to be reduced ‘to
the first elements of domestic economy. Apathy
is the poison which, conjointly with corruptiont
of manners, of which it is an evident sign, cor- .
rodes the vitals of states, and destroys the most
judicious institutions. The Isle of Elba has
deeply felt their effects.

According to the artisan, his earths are at the
present day not susceptible of being vitrified.
Without going back, however to the periods
distinguished for the majestic works of the
Etruscans and the rapacious ambition of the
Romans, the bricks employed in building Porto
Ferrajo and Lungone, are of good quality as to
the material, and perfectly well burnt. The
red clay, argilla wvitrescens (t), of which they
are made, was dug at the place called Lo Stio-
parello, near Marciana, and the plain contiguous
to Marignoli. The kilns were at the foot of
Mount” Fabrello, where ruins and scattered frag-
ments of them are still to be met with. At
present the workmen, either owing to their
necessities or their ignorance, no longer possess
the art of making bricks, nor of burning them to
the highest degree that the material will bear,

(&) It is still found at Campo, Sechetto, Rio, Santa Cata-
rina, I’ Acona, &c.

5
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and thus giving to the natural gluten of the clay
the consistence necessary for the use for which
it is intended.

The commerce of the island consists in the
the importation from Leghorn and Marseilles
of grain, cheese, cattle, and other articles of
primef necessity ; and in the exportation of
tunny, common wine, salt, Vermout and Ale-
atico wines, vinegar which is in great request,
granite, and above all, of ore. ‘
~ There are no manufactures in any part of
the country. In this respect, Elba is tribu-
tary to the coasts of France and Italy. The
only kind of machinery to be seen there is
that of the corn mills, where the simplest pro-
cesses and methods of management are yet un-
known. ?

The salt marshes which are very numerous
on the gulf and in the environs of Porto Ferrajo
and Lungone, will always prove more detrimental
to the salubrity of the atmosphere and the public
health, than they can possibly be commercially
advantageous, as long as so little attention is -
paid to theirsuperintendence. The purifying ba- y
sins are too numerous, and the pans not well ma-
naged. The partitions and walks are of beaten
earth. Their annual produce is%0,000 sacks, of
about 150lbs. each. The magazines for the
reception of this article, the use of which is not
less ancient than universal and wholesome, are

D
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fine and commodious structures, especially those
erected by the Grand Duke Leopold at the
point of Cape Bianco.

Opysters of different sizes, some of which con-
tained pearls, were formerly caught off the coast
of the island. This fishery has long ceased here
as well as on the coast of Persia, South America
and Sweden, in consequence of the greediness of
the inhabitants who have exhausted the beds,
- and of the anchoring of vessels along the shore.
The falling of the cliffs undermined by"the
waves, and the quantities of ballast imprudently
thrown overboard by seamen in violation of the
maritime regulations, are likewise circumstances
which have hurt this interesting fishery. Guth-
rie’s Geography erroneously states that it is still
carried on. It was not without great trouble
that I met with a few small oysters near the
rocks of Cape Sant Andrea, and at Cape dell’
Enfola, the pearls of which were about the size
of a common pin’s head. They are of a very
fine colour.

The tunny, scomber thynwus, annually visits
the coasts of Italy in shoals. The fishery is
very considerable, and forms an essential branch
of the commerce of the Isle of Elba. It takes
place twice a year: the first begins about the
15th April, and ends in the beginning of July ;
the second, called the vezurn fishery happens in
September and Ogtober. It is carried on at
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Porto Ferrajo and Marciana. The fishery in
the gulf of Porto Ferrajo, revived in 1585 by
the Grand Duke Francis I. is of very ancient
date. Strabo speaks of it («) and makes men-
tion of the observatory, Suwvornontios, of Popu-
lonia (z), where persons watched the arrival of
the tunnies and their entrance into the enclosure
of nets (y). This fishery lasted in those times -
from the rising of the Pleiades to the setting of
Arcturus (2).
This is a truly curious, but at the same time,

a barbarous sight ; it is a period of festivity for
the country. The sea is covered with boats ;
joy sparkles in every face; all eyes are fixed
upon the nets; the tunnies amive, they enter
and fill all the chambers of the vast enclosure ;
they are pierced with a very sharp iron harpoon
with two prongs, and the gulf is soon reddened
with their blood (). The fishermen sometimes
kill sword-fish, dog-fish, and dolphins, which

(w) Lib. 5. p. 223.

(2) The rock on which this observatory stood is still called
Punia delle Rete and della Tonnarella.

() Bov 0% nad Suyvorsomtioy umd T Ange, est et specula in
promontorio, unde thynni observabantur.

(2) From the 48th day after the springequinox, to the 4th
day of the Nones of November.

() Fischer in his Picture of Valencia has given an ani-
smated description of this fishery on the Spanish coast.

Translator.

D2
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prey voraciously upon the tunny, and pursue it
into the very nets.

The fishery -of Marciana, established very
soon after the other is extremely “productive,
surpassing that of Porto Ferrajo by more than
two-thirds. It is carried on at the place called
11 Bagno. :

The annual amount of these two fisheries is
estimated at 60,000 francs (£2500 sterling).
Out of the produce, the contractor engages to
give a certain sum to the hospitals.

The oil made in the island is sufficient for
the consumption of the inhabitants ; but as an
article of commerce, or rather of exchange, it is
of very little importance.

Secr. VI.
Daseases and thewr Causes.

Tae happy constitution of the people of
Elba, and the salubrity of the atmosphere of
their island, ought to prolong human life to a
very advanced period. But how many causes,
rendered less striking by habit, weaken or de-
stroy that principle of longevity which the
purest climate tends to develop with such
extraordinary advantage! The constant use of
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salt meat, coarse bread, and bad wine, is con-
tinually producing a great number of diseases.
The whalebone stays, in which the women and
children aré encased, occasion deformity and
disorders of the chest. To.pregnant women,
in particular, their effect is attended with the
most hurtful consequences.

The diseases péculiar to the Isle of Elba
are intermittent fevers, mild and malignant;
putrid, bilious, spotted and gastric fevers, and
jaundice ; cutaneous diseases ; dropsy and dy-
sentery.  Of the disorders peculiar to the towns
I shall say nothing. It is well-known, that in
those theatres of all the passions, these afflic-
tions assume more violent characters; according
to the situation of the place, the way of life of
the inhabitants, the nature of their food, wa-
ter, &c.

Scurvy, inflammation of the lungs and of the
eyes are very frequent. Certain female disorders
may also be said to be habitual.

The causes of these local diseases originate in
the putrid exhalations from the stagnant waters
and salt marshes ; the dampness of the nights;
the cold and abundant dew that takes place at
‘dusk ; the variableness of the winds and other
| accidents of weather, and above all, the hot,

-moist south winds which almost always blow
here.

A practice by which diseases otherwise the
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most easily cured, are rendered ‘tedious, dan-
gerous, and often fatal is the habit of taking
opium, of giving heating sudorifics, such as
sage and ginger infused in wine, forgall kinds of
disorders, and even such as proceed from inflam-
mation. ;

Dr. Corsi, of Porto Ferrajo, informed me,
that in the autumn of 1801, an epidemic disease
prevailed in the island, but more particularly in
‘the above-mentioned town, and made gr¥at
havoc among the natives only. It was a typhus,
which, according to his account, exhibited all
the symptoms of the most alarming contagion.
1t first made its appearance in the towns of Porto
Ferrajo ar;g_Lungone ; and the crowded state of
the hospitals increased its violence. The pure
and refreshing north winds which regenerated
the atmosphere facilitated its extinction.

Secr. VIL
Hospitals and Prisons.

THERE are two hospitals in this island : that
of Lungoneis handsome, judiciously arranged,
airy, and contains 180 beds. The hospital of#
Porto Ferrajo, situated in the highest and heal-
thiest part of the town to the west of the fortress 4
il Falcone, contains 250 beds in five not very
spacious wards. They are well ventilated, it is
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true, but the beds stand three or four deep, at
a very small distance from each other, and most
of them, small as they are, must serve for two
patients. #Thus are human sufferings multiplied
in the very institutions established for their re-
lief. On the other hand, the dispensary is excel-
lent and well supplied, though not extensive.
The prisons are small, and in general healthy,
excepting that on the point of the Linguella,
which is washed by the waves of the gulf of
Porto Ferrajo. All of them are without any in-
firmary. In New England, some employment
is always given to prisoners, and they are kept
separate during the hours of labour and of sleep.
This practice, essentially connected@]th the in-
terests of social order, and the laws of justice
and humanity, is not yet known in the Isle of
Elba. $
The onlyslazaretto is at Porto Ferrajo. It is
an insignificant structure, and stands at the en-
trance of the harbour. As it is extremely small,
it requires a vigilant superintendence over stran-
gers and seamen under quarantine. The Board
of Health is very strict, and we must do it the
justice to declare, that its severity is extended
to itself in the same degree that it is exercised
towards strangers. On account of a mere doubt
1 have seen its members submit to a ngorous

uarantine.
€ F 4
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CHAPTER III.

POLITICAL HISTORY.

Tue origin of the first inhabitants of Italy
and its islands is, and will long continue to be
a subject of dispute among the learned. The
works of Cato, Hieronymus, Ephorus, and An-
tiochus of Syracuse, are lost ; and the authority
of Dionysius, who quotes them, and supports
his account with the permanent vestiges of the
most ancient colonies, has been charged with
imposture by Dr. Freret. It requires a trans-
cendent genius to clear away :the chaos of fa-
bles which embarrass the first steps of history,
and a long series of authentic factssand monu-
ments to justify and to prove the veracity of
the circumstantial historian of Halicarnassus.
This is not the object at which I aim: this
victory is reserved for a French scholar with
whose friendship T am honoured (). All that
I here propose to myself is a sketch of the par-
ticular history of the Isle of Elba. We know
nothing of the Etfuscans, except from a few

(8) M. Louis Pefit-Radel, of the Institute.
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fragments of the Greek and Latin histqrianﬁ. I
have collected together what they have said re-
specting the island; I have searched the ar-
chives of the middle ages; I have read the Tus-
can and Genoese writers ; and it is only in con-
sequence of the most minute inquiries.that I
have been enabled to fix a few epochs. I shall
add a brief notice concerning the medals and

vestiges of monuments found in this interesting
island.

SECT. L.
Laistorieal Sketeh.

THREE centuries after the destruetion of far-
famed 1lium, about the time when Lycurgus
dictated his laws to the Spartans, Italy con-
tained several nations, or rather tribes, united
together by a confederation which reminds us of
the august tribunal of the Amphictyons. These
nations were the Etruscans,. the Sabines, the
Latins, the Samnites, and the Brutii. None
of them aspired to conquest. Engaged in the -
pursuits of agriculture, the inhabitants of the

# peaceful Saturnia .enjoyed uninterrupted pros-
perity, attended with abundance and liberty.

The Etruscans, whom Hellanicus of Lesbos
and Myrsilus (4) denominate‘ also Pelasgians and

_ (8) Quoted by Dionys. Halic. Iib. 1,
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Tyrrhenians, were the most ancient possessors
of the Isle of Elba. It was for some time under
the dominion of the Phoczans who founded
Marseilles.  After their overthrow, it was un-
der the special protection of the Lucumoni of
Populetiia ; and while subject to them, it fur-
nished the pious Aneas with assistance in men,

to enable him o fight the valiant monarch of
the Rutuli. :

Elba was destined to have new masters. The

power of Carthage, so feeble at first, increased

with astonishing rapidity. Her dominion had

passed the burning bounds of Africa; part of
Sicily, almost the whole of Spain, and Sardinia,

were subject to her laws. The ability of her

commanders, and the number of her formidable

fleets, soon rendered her mistress of the Medi-
terranean (¢). Here she reigned for upwards of
six hundred years.- The people of Elba were

likewise subject to her authority. It appears

that they bore a part in the wars against Syra-
cuse ; for after the defeat of the Carthaginian

navy, Pheelus was sent to the. Isle of Elba to

renew the scenes of carnage which made one
vast tomb of the city of Trinacria, whose inha-
bitants were justly deemed the most valiant of
the Sicilians. But t;hat general, secretly bribed

&i’olyh. Tib: 1.
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with money, retired without .doing any injury.
His disobedience soon became known ; his exile
was decreed ; and Apelles, at the head of sixty
triremes, reduced Corswa, ravaged the Isle of
Elba with fire and sword, and carried off a great
number of captives, together with all the booty,
that he could find (d).

Soon after this disastrous event, anew colony
quitted Etruria to repeople the Isle of Elba,
and to resume the working of its mines . and
quarries. :

Already had the austere ambition and mascu-
line courage of the Romans begun to disturb
their neighbours; already did the most sangui-
nary contest cover Italy with heroes, and mark
each day with a new battle. Three centuries
were passed in this horrid state of convulsion.
At length the Samnites and the Etruscans were
overwhelmed and subdued, the whole of Italy
passed under the yoke of the Roman eagle;
every thing was changed, agcording to the ex-
pression of the poet: '

. g o N 3
Legge, moneta, e ufficio, e costume, (¢)

and, with the liBer‘fy‘ of nations, diéappeired ter-

(@) Tn the 4th year of the 81st Olympiad. Diodorus Sic.
lib. XT.
(e) Dante Purg. cant. VIIL ¥
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ritorial wealth, population, and prosperity : the
arts and letters were annihilated.

The Romans, amid their conquests, conceiv-

ed the plan of a universal monarchy. No sooner
 were they masters of alI'Italy, than they gained
possession of Sicily also, and thence extended
_their conquests to the remotestregions of Africa
and Asia. The haughty Carthage fell, after a
long struggle, under the yoke of the conqueror.
After her overthrow, no other nation was
ashamed to be subdued: pos¢é Carthaginem vin-
€t memanen putluit, and, the whole*world was -
the prize of victory.
~ The Isle of Elba meanwhile recovered its
former splendor. During the second Punic war
it furnished its contingent of men, and supplied
the Roman consuls w1th all the iron necessary
for the equ1pment of a fleet, and forrepelling on
land the conqueror of the Ticinus, Trebia, and
Trasymene (f). It belongs to the number of
the Roman colonies that saved the republic in
this pressing emergency. 7

The extraordinary success of Rome extin-
guished her ancient virtues: the manners of her
inhabitants became corrupted ; .superstition every-
where erected altars to the deities of Egypt;

(f) Tit. Liv. Decad. 11, lib. 8.—Sil. Ftal. lib. VIIL.
612,

>
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and Archagatus, the fitst physician that appear-
ed in the republic, arrived from Peloponnesus (g)-
At length the descendants of the Cincinnati, the
Camilli, and the' Scipios, absorbed by luxury,.
avarice, and domestic broils, beheld the Forum
stained with their blood, while Marius and Sylla
lighted up the torch of discord, and inundated
Italy with a deluge of calamities.

The partisans of the conqueror of the Cimbri
and Teutones, compelled to flee from Rom‘e, re-
_ tired to- the neighbouring provinces, whither

‘they were pursued by Sylla. All the towns
that atforded them an asylum were besieged,
and given up to plunder (2). To this cause it
was that Populonia owed its destruction. The
Isle of Elba, which served as a retreat to such
of the citizens as had escaped the sword of the

P
(g) In the year of Rome 535. The healing art was still
nothing but a mixture of quackery and hypotheses founded
on the visible symptoms of diseases. It was Asclepiades
who raised it at Rome to the rank of a science. Enlightened
‘by the excellent works’of Democritus and Epicurus, imbued
with the profound doctrine of Hippocrates, he laid the
ground-work of his medical system. His school was cele-
brated. It produced Themiston, the head of the Method-
ists, who divided diseases into three classes, according as
they proceed from relaxation, obstruction, or a mixed state;
and Galen, who brouglit medicine back to the principles of
the sage of Coos. *
(%) Flor. Epitom. lib. III. c. 21.

3
B
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conqueror, became a theatre of carnage and de-
vastation. From the boasted age of Augustus,
which prepared one hundred years of ignorance,
disgrace and barbarism, to the commencement.
of the ninth century, it was nothing but a place of
exile and wretchedness (7).

The dominion of the Goths; the sanguinary
wars with the Greeks, in which Belisarius and
Narses occasioned the destruction of the great-
est part of a nation, that, fifty years before, had
struck temor into Constantinople ; the arrival
of those rude but courageous hosts, which is-*
sued from the recesses of Scandinavia (%), and
for 206 years gloriously maintained their autho-
rity in Italy, from the Alps to the gates of
Rome, led however, though but slowly, to the
regeneration of ancient Ausonia.

Rome, Naples, Amalfi, Gaeta, and Venice,
were already free ; the Exarchate and Pentapo-
lis alone were still subject to Liutprand, when
the Popes invited Charlemagne to Italy. That
. prince arrived, defeated the Liombards, assumed
the title of Patrician, and re-established the Em-
.pire of the West, which then comprehended the
whole of Germany, France, and Ttaly.

(@) Ammirato Istor. Fiorent. 1ib. I.
(k) Paul Diacou. de Gest. Lungobard. lib. L. c. 2.

Py
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The brilliant reign of that “monarch, who
united the genius of the legislator with the ta-
lents of the soldier, was succeeded by the
eighth and ninth centuries, the most disastrous
in the history of the world, the parricidal wars
of the Carlovingians, and the invasions of the
Normans and Saracens. ~Anarchy became uni-
versal; wickedness and atrocity prolonged a
state of barbarism, and Europe exhibited the
prospect of one vast wilderness. At this de-
plorable juncture, Elba was suffering under the
brutality of a military colony of African Moors,
who had made themselves masters of Sicily,
part of Magna Greecia, and all the islands in the
Mediterranean.

The deposition of Charles the Gross was fol-
lowed by 63 years of the wildest anarchy. The
lords, who then held the thirty great fiefs or
duchies created by the Lombards, contested the
glory of giving law to Italy. They weakened
one another, and the sanguinary war which they
kindled was the signal of social disorganization.
It was then that a foreign prince, a descendant
of those ancient Germans-who were the most.
cruel enemies of Rome-—that Otho,: surnamed
the Great, rallied the discontented around his
standard, fell upon Italy, and caused himself to
be crowned King of the Lombards at Pavia, and
Emperor of the West at Rome. -.

? ]
-
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. This disgraceful event (/) rekindled in the
Italians all the energy of their character; it in-
flamed them with the desire of glory and inde-
pendence. The voice of the ‘country, so long
stifled, was again heard; every hand grasped the
sword ; liberty sprung from her ashes, and the
tenth century beheld a nation, replete with vi-
gour, rising from decrepitude and the most abject
degradation, and preparing, for two generations,
the wonders of the republigs of the middle ages.

. Pisa and Genoa were the first cities on the
Tyrrhenian sea that shook off the yoke. They
adopted the consular government, and soon ex-
panded the germs of that power which counter-
poised the influence of Venice and Amalfi.
Pisa, in particular, speedily became a flourishing
state.

Pope John X VIIL. invited the ‘Catholic pow-
ers to deliver-the Mediterraneah from the tyran-
ny of the Moors, and promised to reward them
with the island of Sardinia. No sooner was this
bull made public than the first maritime expe-
ditions of the republic of Pisa were directed
against the Saracens. She expelled them from
the Isle of Elba, Corsica, and Sardinia, and
drove them back to Spain and Africa ().

(?) It happened A, D. 961.
(m) A.D, 1004 and 1005. Roncioni, Stor. Pisan. MS.lib. 2.

: .-
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This success extended the commercial and
political relations of the city of Pisa. Her re-
nown increased in proportion; all the 'neigh\_
bouring states courted her alliance, and the
Greeks of Calabria solicited her to put an end
to the devastations of a colony of Moors which
had settled in their country. The Pisans, eager
after glory, immediately equipped a numerous
fleet, and sailed for Magna Greecia, imprudently
leaving their own city nearly defenceless.

Of this circumstance Muset, ‘King of the
Moors, who had reconquered Sardinia, received
timely advice. Profiting by the improvidence
of his enemies, he entered the Arno by night,
plundered Pisé, burned the suburb, since called
Chinzica, after its deliverer, and retired with a
valuable booty ().

Meanwhile the fleet sent to Calabria gained
great advantages over the Saracens ; completely
defeating them under the walls of Reggio, and
obliging them to hurry away in consternation to
the desert plains, where once flourished Utica
and Carthage.

On their return home, the Pisans were in-
formed of the descent of the Corsairs, and the
attack made by them on the very heart of the

i

(n) Tronci, Annal. Pisan. ad au. 1005.
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republic. Under the simultaneous impulse of
patriotic enthusiasm, they determined to revenge
themselves on Muset. The signal was given,
and the Pisans sailed for Sardinia, where his
fleet then lay. At their approach, the pirate
« fled ; they pursued, attacked him with fury, and
their triumph was complete. The isles were
cleared, and the shattered remains of the Moor-
ish fleet sustained a second defeat on the shores
of Africa. Bonn (o) fell into the hands of the
republicans, and Muset was forced to sue for a
dishonourable peace.

This new victory did not put a stop to the
enterprizes of the Moors. The audacious Na-
zaredech, king of Majorca, cruized piratically in
the Tyrrheman sea, and struck terror into the
mhabltants of the coasts of France and Italy.
New dangers led to new triumphs. The gene-
rous pride of past success rekindled the general

_anthusnasm ; all ran to arms, and betook them-
selves to their ships. The protection of Pisa
was entrusted to the faithful Florentines (p),and
th(; fleet set sail. It attacked the Corsair, de-
feated him, and, to render his ruin the more
complete; chased him back to his own domi-
nions. Here the Pisans besieged him for a

(o) The ancient Hlppoue, mentioned by St. Augustin.
{p) Croniea di Paolivo di Piero, ad ann. 113.
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whole year, till at length the Saracens yielded
to their courage and perseverance. The Balea-
ric islands were taken, Nazaredech killed, his
successor made prisoner, and immense requisi-
tions levied. Such were the results of that ex-
pedition (g ). :

It was about this time that the possession of
Elba, Corsica, and other adjacent islands, con-
firmed to the Pisan republic by Pope Gelasius [1.
excited the jealousy of the Genoese, who de-
clared war against it (). After fourteen years
of doubtful success, plunder, and conflagration,
‘peace was concluded. ‘Elba and the small con-
tiguous islands remained to the Pisans, but Cor-
sica was divided between the two states. The
year 1133, which put an end to this disastrous
war, was farther distinguished by the discovery
of the Pandects, the destruction of Amalfi, and
the origin of that long and dangerous struggle of
the Italian republics in defence of their liberties-
against the ambitious projects of the Emperor of
Germany.

.

‘(g) Laurentius Vernensis, Pisan. in Mgj. poem. lib. 4, et
seq.
@) Caffaro, Ann. Genuens. lib.1. ad ann. 1119.—Maran
goni, Cron. di Pisa, p. 362,
4 E 2
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" 'No sooner had Frederic of Suabia ascendee
the throne of the Csars, than, cons1dermg the
_independence of Italy as a state of revolt he
engaged to re-establish the papal authority in
Rome. Assembling a numerous army, he soon
commenced his victorious career. He laid waste
the Milanese, proceeded through Tuscany with-
out encountering any resistance, and reduced
Rome. All the cities courted his protection.
Genoa in particular was highly favoured. He
even undertook to terminate the dispute which
had arisen between that republic and Pisa, on
account of the colonies which both had estab-
lished at'Constantinople. But all at once the
‘Lombard league repulsed Frederic’s trcops,
and, by a manly resistance, compelled him, in
the treaty of Constance, to acknowledge the
liberty of the Italian republics, and to guarantee
their existence.

Soon afterwards, the Patricians,~ men of rest-
less and fickle minds, excited fresh troubles,
and raised new dangers. They were filled with
ambition, but their plans of aggrandizement
mvolved them in ruin. The people rose, and
Ftaly beheld the commencement of those atro-
cious dissensions which, for several centuries,
prevailed between the parties of the Guelphs
and Gibelines. :

About 1192, Pisa being placed under the pro-
tection of the Emperor, was confirmed in the
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possesswn of the islands of Elba, Corsica, Ca-
praja, and Pianosa. Henry VI. erected them
into a fief, which he granted. for ever to the Pi-
sans (5), who, from that time, never quitted the
banners of the Gibelines.

Genoa was long rent by civil wars. To re- -
store tranquillity it resolved to change the form
of its government, to conawn its interests to the
hands of a foreign Podesta, to exclude its citi-
zens from all offices in the state, and to make
war upon its neighbours. This last was a dan-
gerous expedient, but, as Cicero says (¢), it was
the only one that could extinguish the restless
spirit of the factions which were incessantly
springing up. Pisa was fixed upon. The pos-
session of Elba, Corsica, and the other islands,
was the new motive assigned for the war. Fired
with hatred and jealousy by the flourishing con-
dition and increasing power of the rival republie,
the Genoese on this occasion neglected no means
of giving a mortal blow to its commerce. Their
agents raised up enemies against it in all the
towns of Tuscany. At last, in conjunction with
the people of Lucca, they equipped a powerful
fleet, and destroyed that of the Pisans, near the
rocks of Meloria (). :

(s) Muratori Ant. Ital. dissert. 50, p. 473.
(@) Gravius esse tumultum quam bellum. Philip. 8, n. 3.
(2) In August, 1284.
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This day, so fatal for the republic of Pisa; this
day, from which she dates her decline, did not
satiate the wild fury of the Genoese (2) :* they
‘vowed the total ruin of their adversary. A few
months after, they gained over the Florentines
to enter into their league. - Count Ugolino della
Gherardesca, immortalized by the sublime verses
of Dante () refused to subscribe to it, notwith-
standing the seducing offers which were made
to him. Tn 1985, the port of Pisa sustained
considerable damage from the attacks of the al-
lied troops ; in 1288, still greater evils were in-
flicted on it by the Tuscan Confederation ;
and, finally, in' 1290, the Genoese recalled the
exiled Guelphs, and succeeded in destroying it
entirely, while one part of their fleet, command-
ed by Niccold Boccanegra and Enrico de Masi,
possessed itself of the Island of Elba. The Ge-
noese gave it to, the state of Lucea, reserving an
annual tribute of 8,500 livres in gold (), and a
condition that they should retain the right of
sovereignty.

They enjoyed it but two years. The cele-
brated Guido di Montefeltro: being appointed

(#) Dal Borgo, tom 2, dissert. x, ann. Genuens, lib. 10.

‘() Inferno, canto 33.

(z) About 4200 pounds sterling, the golden livre bemg at
that time worth a golden ducat, as is stated by Malevoti and
Tommasi; Ist. di Siena.
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captain-general of the Pisans, retaok that im-’
portant island, and secured its possession for a
long time to. the republic, by granting privileges
to the inhabitants, and maintaining it in a conti-
nual state of defence.

While the restless and ambitious Gian Gale-
azzo Visconti, Duke of Milan, rendered himself
formidable to all Italy, and kept the Tuscan-
republics in perpetual alarm, and while the
plague desolated a great portion of Europe,
Pietro Gambacorta governed the state of Pisa
under the title of Protector of the People, and
Chief of the Armies. Having the greatest con-
fidence in Jacopo Vanni d’Appiano, whom he
had just named Chancellor of the supreme Ma-
gistracy of the Ancients, he wished that in his
capacity of Private Secretary, he should be en-
trusted with the direction of affairs of every de-
seription. Invested with a power so extensive,
Appiano soon forgot the obligations he owed his
benefactor (a). - He secretly betrayed him; he

(a) Ammirato, lib. 16, Goro Dati, lib. 3, Poggio Brac-
ciolini, lib. 3, and other Florentine historians, partisans of
the Guelphs, to render the action of Appiano still more cri-
minal, have described him @ puero, as if he had been by his
benefactor, loco filii educatus. This assertion is false.
From consulting the Archives of the town of Pisa, I bave
ascertained that there was but four years difference between
the age of Gambacorta and that of his vile assassin.
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laid 2 plan for giving up Pisa to the Duke of
Milan, and thus aid him to realize his:: pro=
jeets against Tuscany. On the other hand,_dthe
faction of the Raspanti pressingly solicited Ap-~ =
piano to recal the banished Gibelines; to de-
stroy’ the Bergolina faction (), to kill Gam-
bacorta, and to assume the reins of the state,
which should then'be placed under the imme-
diate protection of Visconti. This plan being
arranged, they stirred up the people, and at the
moment when Gambacorta was mounting. his
harse to proceed by his presence to quell the
revolt, the infamous Appiano steeped his hands
in the blood of his friend. Almost at the same
instant he caused the two sons of Gambacorta
to be put to death, and took the command of
the Republic on the 21st of October, 1393 (c).
He reigned five years, and died -on the 4th of
September, 1398 (d), leaving the succession to
his youngest son, Gherardo. At the usurper’s
death, the Pisans claimed their liberty of his
son. They renewed this demand several times,
and at length Gherardo perceiving that the
crowd of malcontents increased every day, and

(b) It was the party of the Guelphs, at the head of which
was Gambacorta.

(¢) Trouci, Annal Pisan, p. 472 to 489.

(d) Cronica di Pisa, tom. 15, col. 1087. Rerum Ital.
seript,



P
fearing that he himself must be reduced to ﬂy, or
~ perish: ‘miserably, sold Pisa and its state (€) to the
, :;"Duke of Milan for two hundred thousand florins
of gold (f) reserving to himself as hereditary:
property, Piombino,- Buriano, Scarlino, Sughe-
reto, Follonica, Vignale, and their territories, as
~ well as the Island of Elba, Pianosa, and Monte
Cristo. - This sale took place the 19th. of Fe-
bruary, 1399. ~ i :

The change thus wrought, far from producmg
a happy revolution for the Island of Elba, occa-
sioned it considerable losses. Injustice, every
species of exaction, the burthen of thé public
charges, and, lastly, the calamity of the plague
(¢) afflicted and diminished its population. Its
commerce was first shackled, then totally ruined;
its agriculture neglected ; the works of the mines
directed by greedy hands, and the quarries of
granite abandoned ; every thing tended to aug-
ment the number of emigrations.

THE ISLE;CF ELBA.

(e) It extended at that time from Porto Venere to Civita-
Vecchia, and comprehended the Islands of Elba, Corsica,
Sardinia, &c. (Vide Tronci, page 96, where he relates,
among others, a diploma of the Emperor Frederic I. of the
month of April, 1061.) S

(f) Ammirato, lib, 16. Tronci, page 488.

(g) It took rise in the spring of the year 1400, extended
over all Italy, and terminated with the winter of the follow-
ing year. ~ Scip. Ammirato, lib. 16.
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Notwithstanding his pride, Gherardo d’Ap-
piano could not dissemble his own weakness
and insignificance. In 1403, he placed himself,
and remained for many years under the protec-
tion of the Florentine Republic, then the most
pow‘erflﬂ of ' all Tuscany, and soon after consti-
tuted it by testament, the guardian of his son (£). :

Jacopo I1. having succeeded his father, formed
a contract of perpetual alliance with the same
Republic, as well in his' own name as in that of
all his male descendants. This act took place
in the year 1419. In 1431, however, he re-
volted, united himself to'the Duke of Milan, de-
claréd war ageainst: the Florentines, who were
besieging Lucea, ‘and took from them the forts
of Monteverdi and Canneto ().

The Florentines, enraged at this treason, re-
took the two forts, attacked Piombino, obtained
possession of it, and kept it during eight years.
In 1487, they defended the entrance ' of its port
against the maritime force of the King of Naples,
which they drove alike from the Island of Elba, |
from Pianosa, and from Monte Cristo. Three
years after, they recalled Jacopo, restored. his

(k) The authentic acts are preserved in the Archive della
n_'fon'mgx'oni of Florence, years 1403, 1404, 1419, 1440, and
1450. =

(?) Buoninsegni, Ist. Fior, p. 36. Ammirato, lib. 20, p.
1071. }
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states to him, and took him under their protec-
tion, exacting only an annual tribute in acknow-
ledgment of their sovereignty, and reserving an
absolute freedom in' the ports of his depend-
ency (4). :

In 1450, Jacopo died without leaving chil-
dren ; his sister, Catarina, assumed the reins of
government, and caused herself to be received,
for ten years, as the Ally of the Florentine Re-
public. This convention was afterwards reli:
giously renewed by her successors, when they
took possession,

Although the situation of the Island of Elba
was very critical, a still more disastrous epoch
was preparing for it. This event commenced
with the 16th century. Three princes, ambi-
tious and courageous, reigned in Europe, and
menaced it every day with the effects of their -
contentions, - Charles V. who already governed
Spain, the two Sicilies, Franche Comté, and the
Low Countries, and was possessor of the trea=
sures of America, entertained the design of in-
vading France. Francis I. coveted Italy, and
sought to unite it to his crown ; and Soliman,
that formidable warrior, who had just effected
the submission of Syria, Mesopotamia, and
Egypt, proposed to himself the conquest of Ger-

(k) Giero Capponi, Comm. tom. 18, col. 120. Rer. Ital.
Script. Buoninsegni, Ist. Fior, p. 74.
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many, perhaps even of all Europe, which he be-
held distracted by civil and religious troubles.

I shall not follow the events of the war,

_which, during forty years, desolated both France
and Austria, and which made Italy the theatre of
hostilities and the tomb of the French; but
shall content myself with detaching from it all
which bears relation to the Island of Elba. This
place became from that time an object in the
views of aggrandizement of Cosmo- de Medici,
first Grand Duke of Tuscany, who, in the year
1537, possessed himself of the supreme power
at Florence, and ranged himself under the ban-
ners of Charles V. who had recognised him as
the sovereign of ancient ltruria. .

Soliman, the ally of Francis I. in order to re-
venge himself for the splendid victory gained by
‘the Emperor on the burning plains of Africa,
sent a powerful squadron into the Mediterranean
in 1541, under the command of Ariadene Barba-
rossa, who utterly defeated the fleet of Charles
V. and carried desolation along the coast. ' This*
mtelligence spread alarm through ltaly. Cosmo,
who understood how to palliate his usurpation
in the eyes of the Tuscans, by flattering their
taste for the arts and sciences, had the temerity
to form a plan for despoiling his neighbours and
allies of their rights.  He proceeded in the exe-
cution of it gradually, and with great address.
He profited by the terror which had seized on
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all minds, to press on. the Emperor the mability
of Appiano, to resist for any length of time the
courage and force of the Turks; he represented
;haj: weak and negligent Prince as unprovided
with marine, men, necessaries, and money, and,
finally, demanded to be charged with the task of

_defending his state. The Emperor consented ;
‘Cosmo transported troops to the Island of Elba,
and repaired and placed a garrison in the fortifi-
cations of Piombino,. 5

A south-west wind prevented the enemy’s
fleet from entering the channel of Piombino.
Barbarossa gained the Island of Elba, and came
to anchor the first of July 1543, i the bay
which bears at this day the name of Porto Fer-
rajo; whence, making sail for Marseilles, he
proceeded, in concert with the French fleet, to
lay siege to Nice. During their stay at the
Island of Elba, the Turks gave up Capoliveri to
pillage, and devastated the other villages of the
island. !

The Genoese, delivered from the immediate
presence of the pirates, kept their eyes unceas-
ingly open to the projects and political designs
of the grand duke. They feared in him an enter-
prising rival, whose ambition might attempt to
equal their power. They warmly opposed his
taking possession of the Island of Elba, and the
establishment of his marine both at Piombino and
Pisa. ‘It was not so much aregard for the interest

THE ISLE OF ELBA.
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of the family of Appiano which actuated them, as
the apprehenéion of seeing Cosmo vie with
them for the coasting of the Italian shores, pos-
sess himself of the trade of the Levant, and soon
become master of Corsica, which they daily
alienated by their vexations and the most atro-
cious tyranny. :

In the meanwhile, Barbarossa wintered at
Toulon after the capture of Nice; and being
dismissed by the French at the return of spring,
he set sail for Constantinople. Finding himself
in the Tuscan seas, he landed at the Tsland of
Elba, committed fresh havoc there, and only
quitted it to destroy the fort of Piombino, the
island of Giglio, the towns of Talamone and
Porto-Ercole, and to carry off a great number of
prisoners. The resistance made by Cosmo pre-
vented the Turkish fleet from taking Orbitello,
and ravaging all the Maremmes, and compelled
it to fly towards the kingdom of Naples (/).

- It was after these events that Cosmo solicited
as a recompence of the services he had render-
ed, the investiture of Piombino, of the Island of
Elba, and other dependencies. The Emperor
refused him ; and recognised the legitimacy of
the claims of Appiano, then reigning under the
title of Jacopo V. The grand duke concealed

(@) Muratori, Annali d'Italia, anno 1544, Adriani, Stor.
de Piomb, lib. 4, .

3
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the mortification he felt. He deferred his hopes
to another period, continued a detachment of a
hundred men in his pay in the castle of Piom-
bino, and as the peace signed at Crespy, the
eighteenth of September 1544, permitted him to
form relations with the court of France, he sent
ambassadors' to Francis the First, by whom they
were received.

Ambition neverssleeps; she seizes with avi-
dity the slightest circumstance which can favor
her views. In 1546, Charles V. solicited a sup-
ply of money from his ally. Cosmo, a skilful
politician, stifling all resentment, sent four hun-
dred thousand crowns, and received in exchange
the promise of the investiture of Piombino, and
the possession. of the Island of Elba, within
nine months.

The Genoese made every exertion to prevent
this enéagement from taking effect, and offered
considerable sums to the Emperor. But Jacopo
V. dying during thes. transactions, his widow
was unable to resist; the time fixed being ex-
pired, Charles V. ordered the grand duke to
be put in possession of his new states by force,

_if requisite; which ‘was accordingly executed
on the twenty-second of June, 1548.

Piombino was at this time the center of the
plots which were laying against Cosmo by the
Pope, the emigrants of Florence, the malcon-
tents of Italy, the Genoese, and the agents of
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France, of whom the Strozzi were the
chiefs. :

Fresh resistance was every day made, and
difficulties accumulated to render the taking
~ possession more and more disagreeable, and to
afford time to Jacopo V1. aged ‘only seventeen
years, to reach the Emperor, and protest against
the injustice which deprived him of the inherit-
" ance of his fathers. His ®proceeding moved
Charles V.,‘ and the grand duke found himself
deprived of the Island of Elba and of Piombino
on the 24th of June in the same year. He re-
ceived in exchange the state of Sienna; and to
indemnify him for the expences he had been at
in fortifying Piombino, he obtained in the Island
of Elba the privilege of building a town on the
site where Porto Ferrajo now stands, with a
surrounding temitory of the extent of two miles
in every direction (m).

From the year 1516, the, inhabitants of Al-
giers, being' threatened by the Spaniards, had
recourse to the pirate Barbarossa.  This cele-
brated man, who was fitsta common sailor, p‘bs—
sessed himself of the kingdom, and of a consider-
able part of the ancient power of the Almohedes, :
and put himself under the protection of Soly-

. (m) Galluzzi, Ist. di Toscana, Adriani, Stor. di Piom=
bino.
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an, whose 'afimiral he became. His success
attracted the attention of the bold, and as ex-
ample easily seduces, a long period did not
elapse before Abu-Ferez, governor of Tunis,
made himself an mdependent prince, and Dra-
gutt seized on the town of Tripoli(n).

The latter, a famous pirate, in a short time in-
fested all the Mediterranean. The first flotilla,
which he conduct& himself, appeared in 1550.
It consisted of forty-two sail, and was directed
against the maritime coasts of southern Italy,
~which he devastated without pity. :

In 1552, he ravaged the plains of Tuscany’
and the neighbouring islands; but it was more.
especially in the year 1553 that -he made
a descent on the Island of Elba. He anchored
the 7th of August in the bay, near which Porto
Lungone now stands; and during the ten days
that he remained there; he took Capoliveri, Rio,
Grassera(o), Marciana, Pomonte(p), and Sant’
Tlario, carried the inhabitants into slavery, pil-
laged every thmg, and burnt what he could not
bring away.’ He attempted also to take Porto"‘

(ﬁ) Hist. des Etats Barbaresques ;_ Lacroix Hist. Otto-
mane.

(0) This little town existed on the spot at present called -
Santa Catarina.

(p) Situated opposite Planosa, on the monntain which till -
preserves the name.

G )
2
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blood to the'1a11c1ent and illustrious house of
Arragon (1),

One of the consequences of this change of dy-
nasty, was that, to put an end to the incursions
the pirates of Barbary, Phlhp»III ordered the
construction of Lungone. This resolution, so
tardily taken, favoured the repopulation of the
Island of Elba, and from that time Pianosa alone
hecame the theatre of the wars between the El-
boise and the Turks.

About the commencement of the seventeenth
century, the Island of Elba, together with the

principality of Piombino, passed by donation -

2

into the hands of the house of Ludovisi of Bo-

logna. Its reign was peaceful, and not distin-
guished by any remarkable event. The same
was the case while governed by the Buoncom-
pagni, who became possessors by alliance on the
female side; but they only acquired in the
island, Rio, Capoliveri, Campo, and Marciano,

with their territories ; the king of Naples reign--

ing there, from the year 1735, as proprietor of

Lfingone, and the Grand Duke of Tuscany as
- sovereign of Porto Ferrajo.

At length the French revolution changed the

(r) In the Campo-Santo, at Pisa, I have found the proof
_of this assertion on the tomb of the Appiano family, and
especially in the epitaph of Jacopo VI, who died the fifth
day of the calends of March, 1567.

» )
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quired for building, have successively deprived
the Island of Elba of the edifices which the
Etruscans had constructed there. Not a monu-
ment recals to the traveller any recollections of
interest; not a ruin animates the landscape, and
accupies the mind of him who would gather
from it information respecting those distant
times which tradition has consecrated. There
still remain, however, some unequivocal proofs of
the primitive splendor of the Island of Elba. T
. owe to the profound antiquarian, Luigi Lanzi,
the knowledge of several of its medals(#).

From these precious monuments, which time
has respected, and which chance has preserved
from the fury of barbarians of every age, may
be deduced the celebrity of the ports of the
island, and the excellence of the anchorage.
There is, perhaps, sufficient foundation to be-
lieve that the island was at first governed by its
own laws, under the immediate protection of the
Lucumoni («) of Populonia. The privilege of-r
coining seems to be a proof of th1s

(#) He mentions some of them in his learned work en'titled
Saggio di Lingua Efrusca, tom. 2.

() Liictimo, says Lempriere, the first name of Tarqui-
nius Priscus. The word is Etrurian, and signifies prince or
chief.—Translator.
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The most ancient medals () found in the
island bearon one side a wheel with six spokes,:
andon the other an anchor with the letters A VI,
VI, which easily represent the words Ilua, [lva,
if we consider the lower part of the anchor as form-
. ing the consonant V (y). I have remarked the
same thing on the as, or Roman pence, con-
tained in the rich museum of Bacci d’Arezzo.
In 1801, during my stay at Rome, the Cardinal
Zelada shewed me an uncia coming from the
Island of Elba, on which were only seen the let-
ters JI. Passeri(z) asserts, that the sign ] is
that which designates the semi or demi uncia ;
but it is more probable, as advanced by Gori
(@), Guarnacci (), Reynold (¢), and Lanzi (d),

(%) These medals are érroneously attributed to Lu-
cera, a Samnite town, of which the manners, laws, lan-
guage, and letters of the alphabet, were different from those
of the Etruscans. (Pellegrini Disc. 4. su la camp. Lanzi,
loco citato, tom. 2. p. 585 et seq.)

(&) This elision, if we may so express if, formed by a
figure containing or replacing a suppressed letter, often oc-
curs in medals.  Froelich (Not. Elem. numism. p. 28) cites
one of Archimedes, where the sphere which contains the let-
ter x, completes the name formed by the letters A®. Ma,

(2) De re numaria Etrusc. in paralipom. ad Dempsterum

(@) Difesa dell’ alfab. Etrusco, page 133,

(b) Orig. Italicke, tom. 2, p. 288,
(¢) Hist. litter. cap. 15. &
(d) Sag. di Lingua Efrusc. 2 parte, p. 214 and 268,
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medal they struck appertained. The knight-er-
rant, armed with a spear, was the type of Spain;
the wild boar, that of the Gauls; the palm-tree,
that of the Phecenicians. Cardia, a ' town of
Thrace, chose for its symbol a heart (Kepdiz);
Sidon, in Pamphylia, the pomegranate-tree
(s1%); the island of Rhodes, a rose (Péa‘ou);
Aigina, a goat (Alyf).

If the anchor, of which ley attributes the
invention to the people of Tyre, and the prow
of the vessel, are considered as the particular
types of the Island of Elba, they allude, no
doubt, to the safety of its harbours, and to its
naval victories. The frog, which the kings of
Argos had taken for their symbol (g), recalled
the fame of their ports, which received formerly
the name of Argos (k).

As to the wheel on the reverse of the medals
of the Island of Elba, it cannot be considered as
a particular type, since it‘is found on the me-
dals of all the free Etruscan towns, as Clusium,
formerly the terror of Rome; Luna, celebrated
for its port; Cossa, which was abandoned by its
inhabitants; Vetulonia, the scene of the glory of
the Tuscans, &ec.; and since it is remarked also
on the medals of Lucera, (a town of Apulia,

* (8) Mongez Dict. d’Antiquités.
(%) See Sect. I. of Chap. V.
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which still exists) on those of Syracuse, étc. ete.
Itis only under this point of view that it deserves
attention.

The wheel in the Egyptlan mystenes was the
emblem of the vicissitudes of life, and as such
one of the symbols of Nemesis, according to Am-
mianus Marcellinus (¢), it  designates the power
which extends itself over all the elements, and
over the entire universe. = Does it not represent,
in the present instance, the curule chair on
which the Lucumoni, the consuls, the senators,
and the chief ediles appeared at the forum, and
sat in the assemblies(%); the chair which Dio-
nysius of Halicarnassus called écodyzivos 8pévos (£),-
after the Vetulonians had ornamented it with
ivory (m)? And would it not in that case be the
surest index that the [sland of Elba had its par-
ticular magistrates, and that it enjoyed all the
prerogatives of the towns to which the Romans
accorded the title of municipal () ?

It might also be thought that the Island of
Elba, the colony or theally of the luxurious Ve-
tulonia, conceived it a duty to adopt the wheel,
the particular symbol of its metropolis. Mar-

() Hist. lib. 14, cap.11.
(k) Aulus Gellius, Noct. Attic. lib. 3, cap.18.
(&) Hist. lib. 3. cap. 60. <
(m) Silius Ital. Bello Punico, lib. vii. v. 485.
(n) Cicero, pro Cluentio.

3
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cause to be astonished at seeing 1t ranged under
the protection of Vetulonia, whence, at the
time of need, it could hope for no succours, gz
TS Xwprs alipsvoy, propter regiomem. importuo-.
sam, according to the expression of Strabo (s),
while Populonia, its neighbour, a frequented
' maritime port, and a still more powerful town,
and which served besides as the principal vent for
the produce of its mines, seems to be forgotten.
This objection is done away by the example of
the towns of Greece which I have just named,
so far as regards Vetulonia. As’ to Bopuloma,
its: medals represent, almost umvemally, the
head of Vulecan crowned with laurel; and on
the other side, nails, a pair of pincers, and a
hammer (¢), doubtless to shew its daily rela-
tions of interest and friendship with the Island

of Elba, whence it drew the greater part of the - -

iron it wrought («); and perhaps it was meant to
characterize, by this double type, its union with
the Elbaese. _

* Besides, in adopting the hypothesis of the
alliance with Vetulonia, that with Populonia is
not destroyed. All the republics dependent on
Tuscany were united together. for the prosperity

(s) Geog. lib. 5.

(8) Eckel, Numi veteres aneedoti, p. 18. :

(u) Varro, cited by Servms, in comm., Aneid X, v. 172.
Strabo, loc. cit. :
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of commerce, of agticulture, and the ‘arts.
Rome could not take umbrage at this. The ter-
ror of her arms forbade every idea of conspiracy. -
But enough on this subject: it is sufficient for me
to have awakened the attention of antiquaries,

Alius alio plus invenire potest ; nemo omnia ().

At different periods there have been found in
the Island of Elba, and particularly on the site
now occupied by Porto’ Ferrajo, Liatin inscrip-
tions,- medals of the emperors, some cogsular
ones with the ériremss and the fasces, struck in
the names of Pompey, Cinna, &c.; sumptuous
ruins of baths, and pieces of mosaic more or
less uncouth. There only remains, if I may so
express myself, the sad recollection of this se-
cond age of the prosperity of the Elbaese.

The ruins seen near the bay of Porto Ferra-
jo formed part of a Roman villa; the ivy, the
wild vine, and the mastick, now cover its de-
cayed walls. The eye discovers something pic-
turesque in this mingled mass of active vegeta-
tion and slow destruction; the imagination con-
templates it in an eloquent silence, while time
proceeds in completing the work of the barba-
Tians.

Vestigesof antiquity, but much lessinteresting,

(¥) Ausonius, Prefat. ad Idyl. XI.
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CHAPTER 1V.
GEOLOGY.

Many physical revolutions, at periods more or
less remote, have changed the face of the terres-
tria]'globe. Rocks are every-where in a greater
or less degree altered and decomposed ; we every-
where remark them piled up m disorder and
confused, we every-where find masses of shells,
innumerable marine substances, fossil remains
of the largest species of animals, which are now
cither extinct or only to be met with at dis-
tances the most remote. This subject, so worthy
of inquiry and reflection, has at all times occu-
pied the attention of philosophers and men of
science. Eyery one has crected a system for
himself, and in so doing has departed from fun-
damental principles. Had it not been for the
incalculable loss which the world has sustained
in the works of authors who preceded the accu-
rate Homer, we should have been more enlight-
ened on the subject of the times anterior to the
historical ages, and should have known that the
deluge of Ogyges (z), and the disastrous flood

((f) Supposed to have happened 1764 years before the
Christian era. Tt is said to have inundated Attica, and to
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of Deucalion (b ), were not the only partial con-
“vulsions which desolated our planet. Doubtless
‘the great antiquity of Etna, of Mont Blanc, the
most elevated peak of the Upper Alps, of Chim-
boroco, that Colossus distinguished among all
the mountains of the world, might instruct us

‘ on the cause of this disorder of nature, but they
are themselves too far removed from the first
epochs of the world.

Hitherto the torch of physical inquiry has
become dim before the darkness of the profound
abyss. Soon will geological observations on
every quarter of the earth, the comparison of
results, and the spirit of critical analysis which
now directs the investigations of the learned, re-
solve the grand problem of the revolution which
has moulded out continents into their existing
forms, and perhaps even assign the epoch of
this m1ghty operation. I proceed to examine
attentively the original constitution of the Isle
of Elba, and to demonstrate, as clearly as [ am
able, that it is not of a volcanic nature.

have rendered Beotia uniuhabitable for two hundred
* years.

(d) This deluge happened three hundrad years after the
preceding, united the Euxine to the Mediterranean, and
drowned the sea-coasts of Asia Miuor, Thrace, Greece, :
Egypt, and Lybia.
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That which undoubtedly tends most o esta-
blish ‘the existence of ancient subterraneous
fires in the Isle of Elba, is the presence of' gra-
nite, which prevails in abundance, and in great
ineasure constitutes the numerous rocky shelves
with which these coasts are bristled. = ILeh-
mann (f), and the celebrated Pallas (g), have

‘shewn that granite is ‘the principal ecomponent
material of our globe, ‘that it forms the central
chain of the highest mountains (A), of moun-
tains essentially primitive, the giants of ‘an wn-
organic world (¢); that it is found in' the wut-
most depthis to which human industry has been
able to penetrate. = According to the admirable
observation of Dolomiéu (%), 'it has never been
the seat ‘of 'volcanoes : ~coﬁ‘ﬂagrs;ti0‘n generally
ceases where ‘this'matter occurs. There ‘are nu-
merous sorts ‘of granites, whether we consider
thiem under the ‘reldtions of texture or of colour,
whethér we take them ‘s ‘the iproduce of an
aggregate of various substances united by means
of ‘water, and conselidated by a cément more ‘or
less'binding, or whether, in fine, ‘we view ‘them

(f) uvres Physique.
_ (g) Dissertation on Granites.

(k) Such as: the Alps, Pyrénces, Cordilleras, ‘Cancdsus,
Mount Atlas, &ec, &c,

(?) Hauy, 3
. (k) Voyage'aux Iles de Lipari.
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eastern side. These three masses are con-
aécted together by mountains of a secondary,
and these again by those of a third order.

" The mountains of the Isle of Elba, viewed
separately, diversify its form and aspect. The
whole together present only a mass of arid hills
which fatigue the sense, and impart to the soul
sensations of sorrow. Roads rugged and un-
even, cottages deserted. Ruins scattered over
the face of the country, wretched hamlets, two
mean' villages, and one fortress:--these, gene-
rally speaking, are all that meet the sight on' the
side of the island which extends along the channel
of Piombino. The traveller, however, finds the
scene changed on visiting Monte-Grosso, covered
with myrtles, rosemary, the mastick tree, laurel-
thyme, &c.; and Monte-Giove, where the green
holm oak, cork tree, laurel, yew, and a small
number of wild olives, afford an agreeable re-
pose to the eye, and delight the imagination.
The branches of the hills which stretch towards
Lungone, present only naked rocks, without a
soil to hide their barrenness, and almost destitute
of verdure. At the Hermitage the landscape as-
.sumes an Ossianic character, which enchains the
pensive and contemplative mind. In the centre of
the island the hillocks are overspread with the
. cultivated olive, the useful mulberry, and the
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merous va.netles of calcedony, and above all,
in that which they call chachalong.

* At a short distance (y), united with potter’s
clay, and a calcareous earth, it affords some small
determinate masses of gray agate.

The eastern part is of an entirely different as-
pect. Here we observe in several places (=)
masses of quartz, of rock crystal, some granites.

; but earth ofa silicious nature is very rare.
That which predominates is an argillaceous schis-
tus, sometimes calcareous, of a texture ex-
tremely brittle and light, and shining with parti-
cles of mica which are scattered over its surface.
The mountains are not so high. They are chiefly -
composed of serpentine and oolite, and con-
tain a great deal of iron. ‘ Aluminous mixtures
abound in this part of the island, and are every-
where presented under different combinations,
forming together, with flint, iron, chalk, or mag-
nesia, binary and ternary, &c. compositions. A
blue schistus, called slate, is also found in this
region () ; but it is of so bad a quality, the te-
nuity of its particles is so weak, that it is impos-
sible to apply it to any useful purpose.

(%) At Campo, near the sea.
(2) At La Cala della Grotta, the point of Capoliveri, and
in all this district.
(@) Cape della Stella, Cape della Vita, Monte Castello.
H












THE ISLE OF ELBA. 101

many days prekus to their occurrence(f), are
destltute of springs; even the ram-water is ab-
sorbed by an ever-burning lava. Those who ad-
here to the opinion that Elba owes its existence
tovolcanoes,rely greatly on this fact, and discover
exactly the consequence which they wish to de-
duce from the want of lakes and rivers in this
“island. TItdoes not, however, want fountains, the
waters of which are salubrious and agreeable;
though the greater number, itmust be confessed,
becomedry in summer. Many rivulets meander
through it: the prmmpal of which is ‘that of Rio;
whose source is in a delicious sxtuatlon, a ‘little
below the v1llage Tts waters are pure, exceedmgly
fresh, and abundant; they are spouted from six
mouthé into a basin which retains them. ‘They
increase and diminish with the daylight, and at
the summer solstice, when other streams are ge-
nerally low, the flow of this rivulet is most copi-
ous. I have often quenched my thirst, and al-
ways with new pleasure and enjoyment, at this
delightful spring. = The brook turns eighteen

. (f) The ancients say, that £olus predicted tempests. Do-
lomieu, in his Memoirs of Volcanic Mountains, has inform-
ed us, that this species of anticipation is common in the Li-
pari Islands, where they are enabled to predlctv the coming
storms from the effect of the atmospliere on their volcanoes.
Strombolo, in particular, by the frequency of its eruptions,
-announces many days beforehand the change of weather.
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thelr course by the most exalted mountains: of
' ‘the Isle’of Elba, and yield their moisture to the
extent of their contact with them.: i

It is to the filtration of the water of this riva=
let that a phenomenon, '‘which strikes both
strangers and the natives of the island with asto-
nishment, must be attributed. “On. digging a
hole to the depth of a few inches in the sand
washed by the waves of the sea, soft' water, and
of the most agreeable taste, is drawn up. It has
this peculiar property in common with the
Rhine, ‘the Tagus, the Po, the Danube, ‘and
other great rivers. i

TheIsle' of Elba also possesses several mine-
ral springs, of which I shall treat hereafter(h). ’

It contains some marshes, which it would be
easy to cultivate by converting them into"rice:
fields.. We know that one of the most remark-
able epochs in the annals of the industry of
South Carolina was that on which, in 1696,
they introduced the culture of rice. Trees might
also be planted; the oxygen gas, absorbed by the
vegetable world, is metamorphosed and diffused
in vital air through the atmosphere.

Hippocrates sent his sick patients to breathe
the air of the isle’ of Crete, because it was
charged with healthful emanations from the re-

(k) Vide Chap. 5.
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neck of land stretching into the sea, and forms a
harbour as safe as it is beautiful, and capable of
receiving the largest. vessels. The harbour is
spacious and deep, but the entrance is danger-
ous when the south and south-west winds pre-
vail. - Its situation, its security, and its extent,
~ render it very iinportant. It affords a shelter
to shipping from the tempests and waves of the
open sea; and being in the neighbourhood of
the Tuscan and Roman Maremma, it is supplied
with abundance of wood for marine building.
This advantage is incalculable. i

It was in: 1548, that Cosmo de Medici, first
grand Duke of Tuscany, laid the foundations of
the city, which he called Cosmopoli. A medal
was struck to, commemorate this  event (/).
Certain priviléges granted to those who came, to
* inhabit it, an exemption from imposts for several
years, and full liberty given to. commerce,greatly
accelerated the population of this city, of which
we might say with the poet;

_Coronata da” monti in mezzo al mare.

(&) It presents on one sidé the head of the Grand Duke,
with this inscription:. Cosmus. Med. Floven. et Senar. Duw ;
on the other, a port, fortified by two- castles, and enclosed
by a chain, before which is Neptune ; inscription, Iva re-
surgens. Thuscorum et Ligurum: securitate ; without date or
name of the engraver.



THE ISLE OF ELBA. 109

The care of fortifying it was entrusted to the
skilful - engineer, Gio. Battista Belluzzi (m),
whose genius; too little known, deserves to rank
him with Vauban, Cormontaigne, and Cohorn.
It'can only be reduced by famine. The name
of Cosmopoli was soon changed for that of Porto
Ferrajo, which it now bears.

The houses are small, badly divided, without
conveniences, built of brick, and generally but
two stories high. ' The streets, which are wide,
are in general terraces cut in the rock; all clean,
and tolerably well paved. 'The city has ‘two
gates; one at the foot of the Stella is the en-
trance to the port; the other constructed on the
side of the Falcone is a covered way. The inte-
rior of Porto Ferrajo contains nothing'that ¢an
interest the heart or the understanding.  Liber-
tinism, and a degree of luxury, form there a con-
trast with the simple manners of the inhabitants
of the island. ' It affords no sociéty, n6 encou-
ragement for the sciences and arts, no establish-
ment for instruction, no public library, and I
do not know of any private one. It has no mo-
nument worthy of notice.

(m) This great man, whom some call Camerini, was born
at San Merino, the 17th September, 1506. He wrote on the
art of fortification. Vasari gives an eulogium on him in his
‘Histoire des Peintres.  Vide also Galuzzi, Ist.di Toscana
Iib. I. cap. 6.

e
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v

Porto Ferrajo possesses within its walls nei-
ther fountains nor springs. Twenty-one cis-
terns, containing in- tlie ‘whole about twenty
thousand: barrels; collect the rain water.

Thestibterraneous magazines, as a granary for
com ' and other necessaries, are vast. and - con-
structed with great pains. In traversing them,
I recalled to mind that the ancients were in'the
habitof heaping together their provisions in
strong: places | threatened with a siege, not for
one or!twol years,  but for ten, and somefimes
still morey ! T'wo reasons: determined  themit to
 this; the fear of. being deprived for a length of
time of  their commumnications, and the law,
which thiey ever' held inviolable,  to- surrender
only at the last extremity, when their ‘walls,
tottering from the shocks of  the battering ram
and) the crow; announced immediate ruin.

Since 11799, various advanced works have
beenss constructed to add ‘to ithe strength. of
- Porfo: Ferrajo onthe land side. = The  most
considerable! \lare’ the (Fort Anglais and  the
redoubt of Suint Cloud.  They are both placed
on a height in front of the town; and are pro-
~tected by two batteries, that of the Point de
"-Jeﬁi;"mi&’ that of Saint-Roch. Tt is in these
hillocks, formed of calcatéous’ deposits, that 1
have found i mcrustatlons of plants, and espec1ally
of cryptotramza The stones taken from these
hillocks are covered with a ferruginous micas
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bellowing of ‘a bull. Tt is of this animal that
mythology has composed the herds of Neptune:
~In 1718, a whale, about to perish from the
effécts of its deep wounds, was pursued from
this bay to the coast of Tuscany, between Pxom-
bino and Populonia, and there killed ().

The: sea frequently deposits along the shores -
of the bay the octopus nunchatus ; to which the
Italians give the name of muscardino, on ac-
count of the strong odour of musk which it
throws around. 1 have found it in the species
of nautilus, which naturalists call argonauta
argo.  This handsome single-valved shell does
not belong to-the mauscardino, which lodges it-
self in it by usurpation, like the insect called
cancer bernardus, in other shells, The muscar-
dino is the most formidable enemy of the
Pinna marina. Niccolo Partenio, a celebrated
Neapolitan  poet, known under the name  of
Giannettasio, has sung their wars (o). :

The population of Porto-Ferrajo amounts to
about 3000 souls, It is, of the whole Island of
Elba, the spot which is the most advantageously
situated, either for war or for commerce. It
commands a fertile valley, enlivened with coun-
“fry seats, and intersected by the fine road lead-

* (w) Its vertebree are preserved in the vestibule of the Bo-
tanical Garden at Pisa.
(o) Halicutica, cant, viii.
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'a.n assemblage  of small fragments of mineral
and erystal e fed with the yellow ochre and
the same red ear th, which they throw: out, and
which, in tlme, becomes hard. These an-
cient 1mplements, can, of course, only be met
with " in the earth which has long since been
worked,

The iron of the Tsle of Elba, which the work-
men, armed with pick-axes and mallets; tear
from the mine, by repeatedly striking the sides of
the mountains, and which they occasionally de-
tach by the aid of gunpowder, is carried, as I
have already said, to the neighbouring coasts,

there to be reduced to the state of forged iron.
A hundred and twenty vessels of the Isle of

- Elba, of from forty to ahundred tons, are daily
employed in this service.

The principal founderies are on the eastern
coasts of Corsica, under the shade of beautiful
chesnut trees. ' The mineral is there extracted
in the Catalonian manner, which consists in
heating that which they receive from the mine,
“ reducing it into small pieces, and arranging the
strata, bed by bed, of coal and mineral. They
excite the fire by means of great bellows. After
some hours, when all the coal is consumed, the

- fusion is operated, and the iron appears in
one mass, ductile and malleable, which they
can compress by the stroke of a hammer, By
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after the celebrated (Algerine Corsair, who is
" gaid to have discovered it in 1544,

The environs of Lungone are very agreeabl
and very fertile in grain, wine, oil, and fruit. . I
have seen aloes and the American agave, there
i flower.

In a delightful situation in the midst of
stupendous rocks, whose sharp and rugged sum-
mits seem to pierce the  clouds; at about the
distance 'of two miles from the city, we find the
charming hermitage of Monte Serrato.  We
_pass to dt through an alley of cypress trees. I
have sometimes stopped in this picturesque
place, where the fresh springs yield delicious
water, and which. seems fondly to mingle with
the excellent wine which the hermit lavishes on
all who visit him. This tranquil retreat enjoys
a certain something of Ossian in it which I'know
not how to describe, which inscnsibly sooths
us to meditation and delight ; elevates the soul
to sublime thoughts, and makes its inhabitants
forget their pains and all the corroding cares of
life. There allis calm, all well adapted to invite
sensibility to pour forth its whole soul in hound-
less. confidence; this were the Paraclete two
lovers would desire. The wild magnificence of
nature, agreeable solitude, a view which, ex-
tending from the fertile plain, is finally lost in
the vast expanse of the ocean ; murmurs sweetly
prolonged, which fill the heart with Jumeraus

3 5
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ideas of long life ; the concerts of the feathered
songsters, an unclouded sun spreading light and
life around, and a moon whose silver rays
throwing the shadows of the trees on the neigh-
bouring rocks, a long and fugitive train, produces
amagical effect. Such is the hermitage of Monte
Serrata.

“ 0O Rus ! quaudo te adspiciam? quandoque licebit.
Nune veterum libris, nunc somno et inertibus horis licebit
Ducere sollicitz jucunda oblivia vitz (¢) 2

I could not leave this beautiful retreat with-
out regret. 94 g i

The lithological productions of this district
belong particularly to the class of magnesian
combinations. We find the greenish leopentme
talc of different colours, in small fragments and
very thin plates. 7

About the commencement of the year 1802,
a considerable iron-mine was discovered a mile
from Lungone, on the sea-shore, and at the foot
of Mount Arco, in a place called Terra Nera,
but the iron was found very inferior to that of
Rio. The mineral there forms little hills, and
constitutes for the space of six hundred paces,
the eminences which skirt the shore. They ex-

(e) Horace, lib. 2, Sat. vI.
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systems of modern philosophy; the obstinacy of
. prejudice will sometimes yield to the force of
- reason; passions the most furious have heen
checked by a view of the evils to which they
are likely to lead; we could find means to in-
struet the ignorant, to civilize the savage, but
what shall subdue unconquerable habit? The
attractions of habit render vice more potent.
Habit flatters the natural indolence of man, who
always prefers his present interest to his remote
~ welfare.  ““ We call money, not only that which
is issued by the royalauthority, but that which is
falsely put in circulation (¢).” ~ The Mingrelians
are hrought up to theft, and they derive their
greatest glory from it. Peter the First could
break and decimate the Strelitz himself with-
out causing a murmur; but he twenty times
risked the loss of his empire and his life by com-
pelling the Muscovites to shave themselyes, and
shorten their robes. This popular instinet is
founded on habit; it is for the skilful legislator
. to possess himself of the motive, and direct it
usefully. ' 5
The cape on which Capo Liveri is built, is
called Capo della Calamita, from the loadstone
mine which it contains. At the point of this

(#) Montaigne.
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not exactly appear. It has been observed, that
pieces of loadstone, just dug out of the earth,
have their poles placed in an inverse direction
from the centre of Magnetism. From  this
we might suppose, with Epinus, that it forms
jtself naturally in the mines, with pomnts conse-
quens, analogous to those which are sometimes
remarked in the relations of iron, to which they
‘fave imparted the virtues of the loadstone, by
: the ordinary process. This appellation is given
to contrary poles, which succeed each other in
the same body, and which are disposed in such
a manner, that the fluid (accumulated in some
part of this body) acts afterwards so as to pro-
duce in another neighbouring part, a magnetism
contiary to that of the space m which the ac-
cumulated fluid resides. The theory of the
" loadstone owes a great number of its laws to
the experience of the celebrated Columbus.

Lioadstone varies in richness and colour. That
of Sweden and Siberia possesses much iron ; but
“the magnetic power is not in proportion to the
metal which it contains. N ear Solikams-Kaia(im),
is found greenish loadstone. That of the Island
of Elba is of the best quality ; it is of various
colours : brown, black, and of the tint of iron,

(m) In Siberia,
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mixed witha lead-blue. = Mercati (n) mentions
one of flesh colour as excellent. . It is capable
of attracting and supp_orting a very great weight
of Iron. I have seen a loadstone of the size of

a small apple, carry from twenty to thirty

pounds ; T possess one smaller than that, which
carries twelve pounds.. The most wonderful
within my observation was one which I lost in
my journey from. Leghor to Marseilles:; it
would carry eighty pounds. Large stones '6f regu- .
lar proportion and of thls power are very rarely
met with. :
“In the neighbourhood of this mine is to be

. found a whitish substance, sometimes mixed with

T

% a blackish colour, or a red partaking of yellow.

The natives of Elba improperly call 1t calumita
bianea (white loadstone)either because it adheres
strongly to the tongue, ot because it is always
found attached to the loadstone to which it
serves, if I may so speak, as a covering. -

. When wetted, it turns to a pale red. Itis
the Cimolia candida of the ancients (o). To
the magnetic powers hidden i this stone, has
long been attributed the singular virtue which -

(n) Metallotheca Vaticana, lib. 7. cap. 16, p. 164. edit.

Romz 1719, in folio.

(o) Valerius Cordus, in Dioscorid. lib. 5. cap. 44, Mer-
cati Metallotheca Vatic. lib. 1. cap. 13, p. 17.
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the Greeks pretended ex1sted in the hyppo.
manes (p):

It has been said, that the compass fails in
\doubling the punto della Calamita, and in pas-
sing before the mine of Rio. It has been even
added, that nav1gators deceived by this influence,
 gail as chance directs, exceptwhen they are assist-
ed by the lightof day. I was anxious to ascertain
the truth of this assertion.. After many experi-
ments, I can attest, that the loadstone-mountain
of Elba and the productive mine of Rio have not
this wonderful property, evenat the distance of
a quarter of a mile.

1 gathered on the Cape della Calamita, very:
beautiful marcassite stones of a gold and even
of a silver colour. v

Lithologic productions abound in this dlsmct
There is found an alabaster, which makes a lime
more tenacious than the Roman pozzolane, or
that of the Phlegrian fields; calcareous spath,
whitishand greenish steatite,formed of fibres grow-
ing side byside; white marble, grayand yellowish
asbestos, greenish serpentine, sometimes crossed

R

(p) Mereati, loco citaio, p. 167. — Bujffon has given cu-
rious details of all that respects the hyppomanes (Nat. His.
vol. 4, P: 214, of the quarto edition), of which  Theocritus

erroneously makes a plant in his sublime poem of Enchant-
ment, v. 43. t
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with white lines; and to a great extent, prin-
cipally towards the sea, rocks of quartz and
ootites of which vases are made that resist fire.

In a very deep grotto, by the sea shore, at

" the extremity of the point of the Cape, called
la Cala della Grotta, may be seen rock crystal
with vegetation (crystalli muscose) enveloped
in its transparent mass, and a kind of Pellucide
of prismatic hexagonal formation, and of a very
rich water.

It was at the punta della Calamita that
Dolomieu found the mineral substa.ncé,_ which
has since been called yénite (q). ‘The speci-
‘mens which he collected in thiee different beds
do not possess any crystalline form () ; and it
was this circumstance, no doubt, that determined
him to class it amongst the black sckorls. Romé
de Lisle also has crystals of yénite, and he classes
them under the section of tin mines. M. Le-
lévre, who has named and described this body,
considers it as a new substance, (s). But the

* German mineralogists combat this opinion ; and

(¢9) Yeénite is still found in the iron Mine of Rio. Its
bed is a thick layer superimposed on a primitive quartz
mingled with falfc. 1 have also seen yénite in Siberia.

* (r) 1 have seen these specimens in the collection of M.
de Duc. 3 ¢

($) Journal des Mines.
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we always gain by such discussions. Theresult
may - throw more light on the classification of
minerals, more precision into the language de-
scribing them, and more exactness as to where
they are to be found. An error detected, an
opinion learnedly examined, 4 fact well estab-
lished, such is the march of science.  These
constitute the wonderful edifice of human
knowledge ; each generation improves certain
portions of it ; all successively extend its boun-
daries.

This district is almost without springs: The
inhabitants catch thé rain water in wells and
cisterns. The population is about 1100 souls."

With respect to its vegetable productions, as
[ have already observed, their number is very
small : '

Genista germanica. Salvia officinalis.

Amygdalus communis. Lonicera ccerulea.

Pistacia lentiscus. Euphorbia spinosa.
Trifolinm officinarum. Origanum vulgare.
Melilotus italica. Crambe maritima.

Rosmarinus officinalis. - Adianthum capillus veneris.

Polygala vulgaris. Urtica pilulifera.

Avena sterilis. : Ruta montana.

Erica multifiora, Cistus monspeliensis.

scoparia. —— barbatus.

—— arborea, ~—— helianthemum.
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Secr. V. =

Campo, Sant’-Ilario and San-Puetro.

Tae canton of Campo is divided into three
districts; at small distances from -each other:.
Sant’-Ilario and San-Pietro on elevated ground,
and the Marima di Campo forming a very
commodious bay, and terminated by a fine
‘plain, susceptible of a productive cultivation.
This plain is partially intersected with streams;.
and the remainder is a marsh which dries up in
summer. Its exhalations make Campo almost
a desert during that portion of the year.

It is now about sixty years, according to'the
reports of the old inhabitants, since the two first
of these villages were built; and they were
constructed under the verdant canopy of a thick
forest, which extended itself tothe Hill di Fonza,

-on which are still to be seen its majestic remains.

Sant’-Ilario and San-Pietro are now open, and
immense blocks of granite are every-where
scattered over their surface.

The population of Sant’-Ilario is 600 souls ;
that of San-Pietro 900 ; and that of ]ilarma dz
Campo 200.

This canton possesses many springs and
streams of water, clear and pleasant to drink..

L2 !
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There is found also white and grey asbestos, the
filaments of which, running parallel, are shortgr,
less brilliant, and less flexible than those of this
singular stone which is discovered in Corsica.
There is also rock crystal, white clayey sand,
containing little brilliant grains of yellow ‘mica,
‘greenish serpentine, white veined marble, very
fine chalcedony of a milky white and blue tint,
susceptible of fine polish, and little masses of

" cacholong, the transparency of which is much
clouded, and of a whitish appearance.

From Capo Liveri, and comprehending a
great part of the canton of Campo, the moun-
tains are composed of white quartz of ootite,
and of immense chalky banks. i

Here the lithologist may find abundance of
the finest granite, that which is of so much
hardness and of such’ fineness of grain as to
render it susceptible of the most perfect polish, is
gotat places called Za Piaggia de’ Cavoli and al
Secchetto, three miles from Campo. It was there
that the Romans wrought parts of those grand
columns, immense basins, and large vases, which

~ decorated the museums, the public buildings,

and the most precious monuments. It was there -
that the Pisans obtained the ornaments of their
tepublic and of their temples. There lie pros-
trate numberless capitals and bases of pillars,
altars, urns, and columns, hidden under the
thousand twisted branches of mastick, rosemary,
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and heath. Among those monuments which
are begun and have been left unfinished, I i)ar-
ticularly ,poticed three bases of enormous co-
lumns of the Doric order, of twenty-five feet in
length, on one of which the tremBling hand of
an exiled Gibeline had traced these words---
Opera Pisan; which displays the noble love of
country, or the secret admiration of human ge-
nius, which jealous time slowly destroys. Higher
up I found a great vase which the Elboise called
the Nave : it is now the basin of a fountain. The
work is only rough hewn, nevertheless the_éye
can discover the whole design, which appeared
to me to be as elegant as it was correct.

In examining with care the places on.which
these proofs of the industry of men, who are now
no more, remain ; in Mmeasuring the height of the
mountains, and the distance over which those
enormous masses of granite had to be camied

- before Athey could arrive whole at the water side;
in sounding the coast, which is so very shallow
and sandy, and which must be pass%h before
those masses could reach the vessels to trans-
port them hence; in beholding the physical
impossibility of availing themselves of the wa-
ters which roll irregularly over the most elevated

; summits,-\the mind is lost in astonishment, in
attempting to imagine the power of the levers

* which must have been employed to accomplish
the work. I confess that this thoughi filled me
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with wonder; what*power man exercises over
all that surrounds him ! what grandeur is there
in the undertakings of the ancients!  /The Ro-
mans and the republics of the middle age were
indebted for the power of their arms to their
- gymnastic institutions; those amusements which
reduced to principles the art of carrying enor-
mous loads, of striking with accuracy, of tak-
ing the best attitude to act with the greatest
force upon any body whatever, whether it be in
dragging or pushing, in raising or in lowering.
The artists owed the magnificence of their
warks to the simplicity of the laws on which
they proceeded, and to the nature of the insti-
tutions, all of which tended to the grand and the
sublime, ;
Nothing is more surprising than the Cyclopian
construction (¢), the Etruscan walls, and the

(¢) This important discovery for ancient history, of which
it reduces the boundaries, at the same time that it fixes our
‘ideas of the eras, which the absence of chronology induced
us to call heroic or fabulous, is due to 47, Jean Louis Petite
Radel, member of the Tostitute, The learned - wait with
impatience for the publication of a didactic work on this
new branch of archaiology. I found and have sketched many
monuments of  this kind in Italy, among which many were
still upkpown; such as, for example, the walls of Amélia,
of Spoletto, Gubbio, Todi, Archi'ppe, of Ordeonia, Equa-
tia, of the port of Canusium (now called Barletta), Coss,
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subterraneous aqueducts Whlch conduct the
waters of Lake Albano into the sea. These
were not, as has been said, the works of a na-
tion of slaves reduced by their laws to a state of
perpetual servitude, and condemned to the hard-
est labours. These eternal monuments of the
power and the genius. of liberty will command
the admiration of all ages; while the canal dug
in the reign of the weak CrLaupius, to dis-
charge the waters of the Fucine Lake into the
Liris (now the Garigliano) (u) ; and the reservoir
which the ferocious Nero built, extending from
Cape Misene to the gloomy shores of Aver-
nus (2) exist no longer but in the pages: of his-
tory. - The first was the work of nineteen thou-
sand criminals condemned to die; the second
was bathed with the tears of prisoners -taken
in war (y), and of citizens of distinguished fa-
milies (). !

When the arts are inspired by genius, their
enthusiasm is noble, their thoughts grand, and

&e. Ipropose to publish picturesque views of them in my
Travels in Italy. E
(u) Tacitus, Ann.lib. 12, cap. 55. Pliny, Hist. lib. 36.
cap. 15. = Suetonius, in Claud. cap.20 and 32.
- (%) Suetonius, in Ner. cap. 31.
() Tarquin was the first that condemned prisoners of war
to the public works. See Suidas.
(z) Honesti ordinis, says Suetonius in Calig. cap.27.
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rich chapel of San Lorenzo (b). The crystals of :
the violet schorl are in large cubes, in rhombs,
and even in trihedral pyramids. Sehrezber disco-
veted thomboidal crystals of schorl under the
balm of Aunis at the foot of the high Alps. Pi-
cot La Peyrouse found them in the Pyrenees, at
the peak of Eres-Lids, near Barreges.

Granite,asis the case in all primitive rocks (B)s

is here arranged in shelves, in a disposition
which assumes every direction and every situa-
tion between the vertical and the horizontal.
The water-falls, the continual washing away of
the soil by rain water, and the currents which
“descend from these mountains, enable us to exa-
mine the sides of the granite, and to discovemnthis
arrangement more clearly. Let those come here
who suppose the Island of Elba to be volcanie.
As in the chain of the Alps, from Mount Baldo,
near Verona, to the summits of Jura, nature dis-
plays the granite pure, and without the least
vestige of fire. These shelves do not alternate,
and are not confounded with volcanic substances,
like the granite of the Vosges and the Apen-
nines. Let them examine the mountains, their
excavated sides, and even the foundations of
the island, they will not meet with any trace of

(8) This is the place of seimlchre for the grand dukes. See
my Travels in Italy. <
(c) De Saussure’s Trayels among the Alps,
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that hornstone (d), called busaltes by the anc1ents,
which the observations of the learned De Saus-
sure and Spallanzani discovered to embrace the
active elements of all the voleanic phenomena.
Those are not hypotheses, however brilliant they
may be, which throw true light on the history
of the revolutions of the globe, so interesting
and yet so constantly obscured. We must be-
hold nature, burst the barriers raised by the spi-
rit of speculation, or bigotted adherence to
existing creeds, and springing forward, conquer
its vast dominion. Nothing then resists the
triumphant efforts of genius.

On the flat shore of Acona, among the
' stones, left on the sand by the sea, I collect-
ed ‘some chalky pebbles in which the waters
had deposited tufts of amianthus and: small
branches of maiden-hair. They are fixed toge-
ther.

The botanist may find in the neighbourhood
of Campo the following plants :

Quercus suber. Fagus castanea,
Ilex aquifolium. Cytisus sessilifolius.

(d) This denomination, taken from I know not what ac-
count, of the horns of animals, appears to me defective.
That which_ the ancient naturalists gave to it, is undoubt-
edly now applicable to certain productions of volcanoes. It
is perhaps to be desired that it should be named volcanic
rock.
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Citisus spinosus.
laburnum.
Ceratonia siliqua.
Gentiana lutea.
Saponaria officinalis.
Vinca major.

Vinca minor.
Rosmarinus officinalis.
Ulex europzus.
Mercurialis commune.
Achillz ageratum.
Melissa grandiflora,
Lapsana communis.
Hedysarum coronarium,
Coronilla communis.
Coris monspeliensis,
Monotropa hypopithys.
Prunus cerasus.
Globularia alypum,
Scrophularia vernalis.
Tamarix gallica.
Osyris alba,
Quercus ilex.
Thymus' serpillum,
Vulgaris.

&

O

Cactus opuntiz.
Punica granatum.

" Arundo donax.

Genista tinetoria.
Cyclamen europzum.
Smilex aspera.
Valeriana cornucopiz.
Pistachia lentiscus.
Mespilus pyracantha,
Rosa canina.

Rosa rubiginosa.
Hieracium murorum.
Pimpinella saxifraga,
Juniperus sabina.
Lychnis dioica.
Lonicera caprifolium.
Olea europzea.
Convolvulus althaeoides,
Rhamnus paliurus.
Ficus carica.

Borrago officinalis,
Echium vulgare.
italicum.
Cynoglossum officin, (o)

(e) This plant, commonly known in Italy under the name
of lingua di cane, is the remedy applied to dogs to cure the
sting of a viper. The physician, Niccolo Baratta, of Castro-
villari, in Calabria Citerior, used it, under my observation,

with suceess, to cure persons stung by this venomous rep-.
tile. He sometimes used the plant pulverized and applied
40 the wound, and sometimes in drink strained in wine.
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the neighbouring islands, and is lost on one
side in looking towards the site on which
Rome is built (f); on the other, we discover
Leghorn (g), the general entrepot of the com-
merce of the Levant; the Apennines peopled
even to their summit, and the vaporous moun-
tains of Genoa rising in the form of an amphi-'
 theatre.

All our senses are ravished by a spectacle so
majestic; but when thought pauses on the Ita-
lian continent, the soul mournfully recoils on
herself, dismayed to witness the effects of the
fury of man. Those monuments which the ge-
nius of the arts, and the patience of industry,
have'raised at so vast an expence; those walls
the children of the neighbouring rocks, con-
structed with so much care and solidity, sink
almost in an instant under the destructive blows
of barbarity, of hatred, of jealousy, and still more
promptly fall before the terrible art of war. The
hand of time is less cruel: it destroys slowly,

* and an ddmirable order reigns even in the disor-
der of which it is the cause. The awful com-
motions of numerous bursting volcanoes have
desolated the land as far as the eye can see,

(N Ti'le distance being about fifty leagues.
(g) Eighteen leagues.
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isle of Elba.” The summit of this mountain,
often lost in the clouds, affords an asylum at
the return of the season to many birds of pas-
sage. I have seen there two pelicans (‘pelecanus
onocrotulus); martins (hirundo apus), which
. exceed the falcon in rapidity; and in the length
of their flight; and great numbers of peterels
(procellaric pelagica), known to the navigators
under the name of storm birds. ;

The riches of this canton consist in its ches-
nut-tree  plantations.  This precious tree, of
which the Celts so wisely formed woods in
ancient days, is of much value to the carpenter;

it lives a very long time, frequently reaches an
immense size, and requires no culture. All the
attention it claims is, to supply, when the little
earth of which it stands in need is carried away
by the waters, a little dry wall to support it;
this frequently causes a wood of chesnut trees
greatly to resemble a plantation of olives. The
soil, which is kept moist by their shade, fur-
nishes the cattle with green turf; and to the
botanist some creeping plants, among which
may be observed the monotropus, with flowers -
of a pale yellow, the polytrlchum, the djgltalus,
and the hellebore.

The chesnut-tree blooms in June. The shells
which contain the fruitopen of themselves at the
“beginning of November, and let fall the mealy
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chesnut. The prbduce of a free is usually from

- six to eight sacks. Each sack sells for about
four francs, so that the average produce of a tree
is about 25 francs.

The olive, which in Tuscany can bear a fort-
night, or even three weeks’ frost, can hardly live
at the foot of Mount Capanna. Sometimes its
vegetation is found totally suspended by the in-
tense cold which prevails; but more frequently
they are overpowered by it, and rot.

On two little neighbouring granitous hills, at
the N.E. part of the mountain, the village of
Poggio and the town of Marciana appear.

As the site of these two places render them
very disagreeable in winter, their inhabitants
retire to the surrounding places—to Pratesi, a
little hamlet situated opposite the Island of
Corsica; to Cape St. Andrea, on which there
is a beautiful plantation of cypress; to La Ma-
7inu, a port where there is good anchorage for
vessels of 50 or 60 tons, and of which the posi-
tion is agreeable, and the environs fertile; and
to Prochio, which occupies the side of a valley,
gently inclining towards the gulph of that
name.

The population of this canton is 2700 souls
viz. at Marciana, 1200 ; at Poggio, 600 ; at La

Marina, 650 ; at Pratesi, 150 ; and at Prochio,
100.

Oy
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; Three miles to the N. W, of Marciana, at a

lacé‘ called Il Muagcciarello, near the stream
\Vthl’! separates the Cape Montaro, and the lit-
tle creek La Conca, we find on the sea-shore a
grofto, commonly called La Cava dell’ Oro,
the Mine of Gold. The entrance is difficult:
it.is made so by thorny ‘briars, by earth failing
in, and by the surf of the sea when the wind
blows 8. E. (the Sirocco). The earth of this
grotto, which extends for several miles, is py-
ritous, and of a dull rusty yellow; it contains
light shining lamina of sparkling marcassites.
Their yellow colour sufficiently resembles that
of gold to impose upon many ; some would have
it believed, that these lamina are of the same
nature as those of auriferous rivers, such as the
Rhone, the Tagus, Rio de la Plata, &c.; and :
they even show ear-buckles and rings, which
they assert to have been made of the gold ex-
tracted from this mine. [ have found in it
some tolerably good stalactites of a light blue
colour. These things concur with a scrupulous
! analys1s of the earth, to prove, that the Cam
dell’ Oro is nothmg but the abandoned gallery gf
an ancient mine, or vein of yellow copper, th@
bed of which is a quartz in the interstices ofa
calcareous schlste

This mine is not the only one of this nature
in the Isle of Elba. Near 4o Stagno, above la

o :
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Marina; a little marsh, which is dried up in
summer, there is another tolerably deep gallery,
of which the earth is of an ochreous copper
brown.  The humidity which prevails there,
causes a small quantity of that rust to be found,
which is called verdigris.

T ought to mention the Sproggia dell’ Ottone,
near San Giovanni, where it is said a copper
mine ‘has been discovered. The quantity of

earth which has been thrown up, made it im-
- possible for me to ascertain this with certainty.

‘Many authors, and among others the writer
of the book de Mirabiliwm Auscultatione (falsely
ascribed to the naturalist of Stagira) (4), mention
copper mines in the Isle of Elba,and speak of the
~ inhabitants being employed in making household
utensils of their produce. The presence of this
elastic and sonorous metal, which alchemists
have designated Venus, on account of the faci-
lity with which it unites itself to other metals, is
nowhere more apparent than in the iron mines of
~ Rio, and in the loadstone mountain ; but as the
proportion of copper is not equal to the abund-
ant masses of sulphur, a marcassite mine is form-

ed which crystallizes in cubes, or ‘in octohedral
figures.

(h) Axistotle.
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The lithologist, besides the granitous rock in
the district of Marciana, will find there collected
an argillaceous schiste, calcareous spath, pyra-
midical and triangular, greenish serpentine, a
crystal of transparent rocks ; a quantity of quartz,
varieties of argil, masses of loadstone covered
over with a white spongy substance, of the na-
ture of that which covers the zoophytes, &c. &ec.

The botanist will find, in addition to the
chestnut plantations, which are principally seen |
near Marciana, and the pla'ce called 2/ Mareojo,
and the superb cypress trees of the Madonna del
Monte, the following plants :

Anchusa officinalis.
tinctoria.
Hibiscus palustris.
Asphodelus fistulosus.
Convallaria verticillata. .
Pastinaca opoponax.
TImperatoria ostruthium.

Quercus suber.

- ilex.
Carpinus betulus.
Miyrtus tarentina.
Rbamnus paliurus.
—— frangula.
Sagittaria sagittifolia.

Chenopodium album.
Herniaria hirsuta.
Asclepias vincetoxicum.
Monotropa hypopithys.
Poterium sangunisorba.
Melittis melissophillum.
Cytisus argenteus.
Evonymus europzus.
Geranium gruinum. -
malacoides.
Convolvulus corsicanus.
Glecoma hederacea.

Erica vulgaris.
scoparia.
Cucubalus otites.
Ruta graveolens.
Ruta affricana.
Arbutus unedo.
Lithospermum arvense,
Malva sylvesfris.
Daphne alpina.
Cyperus esculentus.
Fumaria officinalis,
Nerium oleander,

M2
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NOTICE

OF THE ISLANDS OF"THE

TYRRHENIAN SEA.

GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

"Tar multitude of islands, and points of rocks,
which surround the coasts of ancient Etruria,
and gem that portion of the Mediterranean which
geographers of the most distant ages have called
the T'yrrhenian Sea, have more fhan once ar-
rested the attention of naturalists and philoso-
phers. They were the sources of all the known
systems and theories of epochas of the earth.
According to some, these islands are the rums
of an ancient continent, whose foundations had
been shaken to pieces by one of those dreadful
catastrophes of nature, the traces of which are
generally found imprinted on the surface of the
globe. According to others, they belong to
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Ttaly, from which they have been detached by
violent shocks. What will undoubtedly asto-
nish my readers, is the assurance given by a mo-
dern (), that the isles of the Tyrrhenian Sea
are the remains of that Atlantia, rendered so
famous by the two best dialogues of Plato (),
and still more so by the sophistries and para-
doxes advanced to prove this position. Baretti
places it in the Canary Isles (¢), Carli finds it
in America (d ), the pious Baer wishes it to be
Palestine (e ), Rudbect transports it into Swe-
- den ('f), Sonnini thinks it lay in the Archipe-
lago, towards the Libyan coasts (g ); Delille de
Sales, and Graberg, mark out more particularly
Corsica, Sardinia, and the other adjacent isles,
s its most certain ruins (h). T do not wish to

resolve the problem, nor is this_the place, ac-
cording to the expression of the philosopher of

(a) Delille de Sales, History of the Primitive World, vol.
Vl P 159, and the following.

~ (b) Timée and Critias.

() Letters on the Origin of the Sciences, and on the At-
lantia.

(d) American Letter.

(¢) Historical and Critical Essay on the Atlantia.

(/) Atlantica, vera Jupheti posterorum sedes ac patria.

(g) Travels in Greece and in Turkey,chap. x. tom. II. p.224.
{%) Loco citato, et Annalidi Geog, e di statistica, tom. I.
P- 35 2
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Bourdeaux (2 ), to rub and file one’s brain against
those of others to affirm or combat this new hy-
pothesis ; but as one must not confound the
observations of facts, with theories more or less
ingenious, which anticipate or bewilder our
judgment, it is only necessary to say, that there
exists among these different isles such well de-
fined ' boundaries, notwithstanding their short
distance from each other, that it requires a cre-
ative imagination to find the points of contact .
which ought to form one, perfectly united.

" The granite mountains of the Island of Elba,
in front of Corsica, are shaped into a peak, whilst
the opposite part offers to the sight an immense
plain, rich in vegetation, and hot mineral waters.
Pianosa is arock of tufa, formed by incrustations
and by the deposites of water, and situated much ;
below the level of the Island of Elba; Monte
Christo has no lithological connexion with
Giglio, which produces iron ; Gorgona is a cal-
careous mountain, and Capraja the seat of an

ancient volcano ; the coasts of Bonifacio (island
.of Corsica), are rocks of tufa, mixed with frag-
ments of shells or sea animals, whilst those of
Logud’oro (Sardinia), are granite, highly ele-
vated, and enclosing little filaments of gold, sil-
ver, &e. It ismot thus with the low shores of

.

(#) Essays of Montaigne, Book L chap. 25.
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Flanders and the opposite coast of England.
The two sides present the same elevation above -
the surface of the water, the same internal struc-
ture, the same beds of clay, of argil and sand,
“often mixed with the decayed remains of veget-
ables. One thick bed of bluish or blackish
clay, unmixed with foreign bodies, under supe-
rior beds; the same lower beds between the
banks of earth ; in short, all the SLgns of their
former union,

My intention is to throw a true and rapid
glance on each of the islands in the neighbour-
hood of Elba. I shall esteem myself very hap-
Py, if this part of my work is not destitute of
interest. The principal islands of the Tyrrhe-
nian sea, are Sardinia, Corsica, Elba, Giglio,
Monte Cristo, Pianosa, Capraja, and Gorgona.

PIANOSA,

Piaxosa takes its name from its shape, re-
sembling that of a plane. It is twelve miles
round, and is scarcely raised above the surface of
‘thesea. This island is absolutely destitute of
ports, and its dangerous shore, caused Maritanus
Capella to say of it, that it is: Fallax nayi-
gantium, mentiesque propinquita (%).

(k) Lib. vi. de Nupt. Philos. et Mercure.
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Its soil is very fertile; the ‘sportsman finds
here rabbits, hares, and a great number of birds.
In considering the natural productions of this
patch of earth; usurped in some degree from the
immense mass of water which bounds it, the
naturalist remarks a plentiful fountain of soft
water, and agreeable subterraneous  grottos.
Amongst the prolific: vegetation' which  this
island presents, the olive tree recals to mind its
misfortunes. Pianosa was very well peopled
till the 7th of August, 1557, when the Turkish
fleet, commanded by the Corsair Dragutt, took
possession of it, burnt the village, destroyed the
tower which defended it, and made slaves of all
the inhabitants. = Since which, become a desert,
it'was covered with wood, and served as a re-
treat for pirates, who were incessantly annoying
the Italian coast, and not unfrequently making
descents on the Tuscan and Roman shores.
The inhabitants of Campo and Marciana, in
the Island of Elba, however, from which it is
distant about twenty miles, succeeded in driving
out the natives of Barbary, and restoring
Piancsa: to its ancient splendour. But after
nearly twenty years of a long resistance, and a
considerable ‘loss on both sides, the colonists
were overpowered by numbers, and 300 of them
carried into slavery. This disgrace has banished
the cultivator far from Pianosa, which demands
but labour to produce rich harvests. It was to -
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‘Pianosa, that Augustus, in the decline of life,
harassed by the complaints of Livia, and yield-
ing to the ambitious projects and perfidious
solicitations of that corrupt woman, exiled the
last of his grandsons, Agrippa, a young man in-
deed without education, unpolished, and fero-
cious, and who foolishly valued himself on the
great strength of his body ; but who, as Tacitus (Z)
said of him, was not polluted with any crime.
This act of weakness on the partof the Emperor,
sanctioned by a sematus consultum, led to the
adoption of the infamous Tiberius, the son of
 the pontiff Claudius Nero, who placed himself
at the head of all the mal-contents, after the
death of Julius Ceesar, and instigated the war
in Campania (m). Augustus, however, ashamed
 of the errror he had committed in disinheriting
his grandson, wished to recal him to the sue-
cession of the empire. It has been even said,
that he went secretly to see him in his exile,
accompanied by Fabius Maximus(n). This
inconsiderate step, and the repentance that the
Emperor expressed, excited more and more the
hatred and resentment of Livia and her son.
The first act of Tiberius on his accession to the
throne, was to murder Agrippa, who, though

(D) Annal. 1ib. 1, cap. 3. =
() Paterculus, Hist. lib. 2, cap. 75, Suetonem'l‘ibeno
() Plin, Hist. Nat, lib. 7, cap. 45. Tacite, loco citato.
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wnarmed,; made a vigorous resistance in defence

- of his life. 0 ;
The channel which separates Pianosa from
Monte Cristo, though broad, is dangerous,
particularly at high tide, from a shoal which is
hardly-above the level of the water. :

MONTE CRISTO.

‘Moxte Cristo, called by- Pliny Oglosa,
according to Ortelius, and Artimesia, according
to Dupenit, is distant forty miles from the Isle
of Elba. Thisis a small and desert island ; formerly

it was tolerably well peopled, but now it is only
a retreat for pirates. It is ten miles in circum-
ference. Wild goats and large trees are to be
found there : together with the olive and the
vine, which are left to the care of nature; and a
fountain, whose abundant streams flow beneath
‘an arch’ erected by tlie Romans. The water
is delicicus. = During my tour through this
island, the sixth of March, 1803, I beheld, issue
from the rocks which jut into the sea, a species
- of swallow which is called riparia, because she
builds her nest on the sea coast; but soon after
perceiving anumber of petrels and some porpoises
on the surface of the water, which are generally
considered to be presages of boisterous weather,

3
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we set all sail, and with all possible speed
gained the port of Giglio.

GIGLIO.

Tue island of Giglio, named by the Latins "
_/Egemum or Igilium, is situated opposite Mount
Argentaria, 22 miles from Orbitello, and 60 from
the Isle of Elba. It contains 15 square miles,
and abounds in hills covered with. woods ; we
discover there fine marble, and a granite com-
posed of quartz of a dirty white, with supera-
bundance of red feldspar and crystal schorls, a
sort of tourmalin without any electric property.
It produces much wine, and the grape 1s good.
In 1652, a copious iron mine was opened, the
ore of which was prepared in the smelting
furnaces of Cecina, on the coast of Etruria. The
mine was afterwards abandoned,  The iron
which it produces is an oxyd in small micaceous
laming, without regular crystallization, or mag-
netic property, either in its natural state or when
calcined. The earth which serves it for a bed'

" is siliceous, white, and opaque.

The population of this island consists of
900 inhabitants who occupy themselves with
fishing. It is defended by a fort where the
grand Duke of Tuscany maintains a garrison.
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Barbarossa pillaged and reduced to slavery the
700 individuals whom he found there in the
year 1544. :

SARDINIA.

SARDINIA is the largest and richest of all the
islands in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Pausanias (a),
Strabo (), Diodorus (c),- Pomponius Mela (d),
and Silius Italicus (¢) have boasted its fertility,
itsriches and population, and Polybius even said
of it, after the sixty years war which it sustained
against the Roman forces : ‘Insula magnitudine,
et multitudine hominum, et omnium fructuum
genere excellens (f). It has greatly declined
since that period; at present it has not half
hands enough to render its territory of value ; it
is competent to maintain 2,000,000 inhabitants,
and its population is scarcely above 500,000.
Industry is almost banished from the country,
and its manufactures are coarse. The commerce
consists in corn, grain, dried pulse, wine, oil,
coral, cheese, &c. Cotton has been cultivated

(a) Achaic. lib. 7. Phoc. lib. 10.

(b) De situ orbis, lib. 5.

(c) Bibliot. hist. lib. 5, cap. 2, et 14, lib. 6, cap. 4, et 9. °
(@) Corogr..lib. 2, cap. 2.

(e) De Bello Puﬁico, lib. 12, v. 343, et sep.

{f) Hist, Rom. lib. 1, cap. 3.
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with success for some years ; and experiments
have proved that the sugar cane and coffee
succeed there. The fruits, the most abundant
are grapes, figs, oranges and citrons, cherries,
apples and pears, chesnuts, &c. The oak, known
to botanists under the name of llex, and elighe,
by the Sardinians affords an acorn of which they
make bread, in the province generally called
Oliastra. They possess a great number of
cattle, some very fine sheep, and above all
two or three sorts of horses, of which one is
excellent,and very beautiful. Nineteen Sar-
dinian horses, sent to the king of Spain, Philip
the Third, were much admired at Madrid (g} ;
and amongst the presents that Charles: Emma-
nuel Victor made in 1740, to the king of Portugal,
ten horses taken from the King of Sardinia’s
stables (4). The extent of the island is 175
miles in length, by 100 in breadth ; it superficies
11,500 square miles, 115 to the degree. The
Romans took it from the Carthaginians, and
made it one of the granaries of Rome. After
the invasion of the northern tribes, it was con-
quered by the Moors, and was a long time the
theatre of the hatred and pretensions of the
Genoese and Pisans. In 1350 James 1I. King

(g) Vico, Hist. gen.delalslay reyno de Sardena,p. 1. ¢. 3.
(&) Cetti, Hor. nat. della Sard, tom. 1
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of Arrfgon took  possession of it. In 1718,

from the yoke of Spain it passed under that of

Austria, and from this house to that of Savoy'.

The air of Sardinia is as unhealthy in summer

as the soil is productive. - Doctor Antonio

Leo (¢) however pretends that the reported

insalubrity of the Sardinian air is one of those

too numerous prejudices created by ignorance

and dishonesty. His dissertation is a long

invective against all those that are not of his

opinion. Those are facts upon which one can-

not but agree. What is certain, is, that one

always sees seamen enjoy good health on board

 their ships, whilst the islanders saffer from the
vast uncultivated plains in the interior, until

within a short distance from the shore, where

one beholds the unwholesomeness of the air

in direct ratio with the beauty of the place,

and an inverse ratio from the causes acknow-

ledged as unwholesome on the continent, when

. the shores of many little lakes which discover
their beds of mud in summer, are less dangerous
than the bottom of many delicious vallies ; we
seem to possess a right to repeat with Cetti and
Galanti, that from the season of flowers until
[ the first rains of winter, Sardinia is commonly an

(i) Sulla cosidetta Sarda intemperie, Cagliari, lé_ofl.
In 8vo. S
N
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unhealthy country ; that the heat there develops
some inherent principle which rises in a gas
more dense than the atmospherical air. The
real proof of the unwholesomeness of Sardinia
is the intermittent fever, which is always a
quartan, tertian,or double tertian of a pernicious
nature, which resists the bark, degenérates into

. a slow and continued fever, and to a marasmus
necessarily mortal, so thatat the commencement
it is difficult to judge whether you are v1olent]y

" attacked or slightly atfected.

You do notmeet, in Sardinia, either wolves
or other ferocious animals. The tunny fishery

I8 very considerable, and of singular advan-
tage to domestic ecohomy. Many Madragues
gain 25000 franks. There is abundance of
game. Sardinia offers immense riches to the
naturalist. The geologist finds there primitive
mountains, all the productions of volcanoes, and
abundant mines of gold, silver, copper, very
rich ones in iron, lead, antimony, manganese, &c.
which the ancients wrought, but from which
the moderns have failed to derive all the advan-
tages which they offer. Although this people
are miserable and’ very ignorant, some of the
Sardinians are not strangers to science and
literature. From Ennius, who was the first to
excite amongst the Romans an admiration of
learning and a taste for the Greek language, to
the celebrated Francesco Cetti, who wrote the



IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA.

natural’ history of Sardinia, and Gemelh “who
traced the manners and customs of its inhabit-

ants ; a long series of authors distinguish the an-

nals of this isle. Amongst the literati, who are
at present its honour, friendship imposes on me,
the delightful obligation toname the indefatigable
Richard de St. Real, whose extensive knowledge
in chemistry and in mineralogy,induces a hopeof
some important service being thereby rendered to

‘the geology of this country. This modest and

learned man has madeinteresting experiments up-
on light in his researches into the nature of the
green substance which colours plants. The love
of the sciences has been the origin of these
experiments, and friendship permits not that
they remain longer in oblivion. I ought also
to cite D. Ludovico Baille, of Cagliari, who
has for a long time been preparing a Civil and
Literary History of Sardinia. D. Francisco Car-
boni, profoundly versed in the Greek and Latin
languages, and professor of eloquence at Sas-
sari; Alberto Azani, author of a good statisti-
cal work, on this important islan@ (k). :
The principal towns of Sardinia are, Cagliari,
which thas the largest and safest roads in the

- Mediterranean ; Sassari, Oristagni, - Alghero,

=

(k) Essai sur I'Hist. Geocrapblque, Polit. et Nat. de la
Lardaigne, in 8vo.
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