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THE C ORNISH COUGH.,



THE

NATURAL HISTORY

OF

BIRDS.

B

THE RED-LEGGED CROW *

SomE authors have confounded this bird
with the Alpine Crow; but the distinction is
clearly marked. Tts bill is longer, more slen-
der, more hooked, and of a red colour; its tail
15 also shorter, its wings longer, and, as a na-
turélyesnsequence, its flight is more lofty ; and,
lastly, its eyes are environed by a small red
circle. 3

/ * CORVUS.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.
Tostrum convexum, cultratum, dente utrinque versus apicem.
Nurcs Pennis setaceis recumbentibus obtecte.
Lingua cartilaginea, bifida.
Pedes ambulatorii.
VO T B



2 THE RED-LEGGED CROW.

It is true, that the Red-legged Crow resem-
bles the Alpine Crow in the colour, and in some
common instincts. In both, the plumage is
black with green reflections of blue and purpje,
which have an admirable effect on 'that dark
ground. Both delight in the summits of the

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Coryus Gracunus. C. violaceo-nigricans, rostro pedi-
busque luteis.—Lath. Ind: Orn.i. p. 165. No. 41.

Corvus Gracurus.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 377.

Corvus DOCILI;.——GmeL I¢. iii. p. 385. t. 30.

Upura PyYRrHOCORAX.—FHassely. It. p- 238. 19 —1d.
(Angl.) p-197. : J

CoRACIAS, seu PYRRHOCORAX.—Raiz Syn.p. 40. A, G.
Will. p. 86.t.19—Bris. ii. p. 8 t.1.. 1.—Shen's Trav.

p- 251, e
‘LE CoRACIAS*—Buff. PL Enl. 255 —~=Buff, par Sonn. xliii.
p. 312. e

CORNISH Croven.—Al. ii. tg 24.— Borlas. Cornw. p. 249.
t. 24.—Will, (4ngl. ) p. 126. t. 19. : :

RED-LEGGED CrOW.—Br. Zool. i. No. 80. t. 35.—Lcwin.
Br. Birds. i. t. 41—Jd. t. vii. f. 4—Lath. Syn. 1.
p. 401, 30, o L

. HABITAT

in Europe, Asiz, Africee alpestribug et maritimis ; in rupibus
mwaritimis Anglie frequens, in quarum foramivibus nidum
construit.—16 pollices longus. W.

* In Greek, KOgac;c_—fa_c‘;;. and in modern Greek, Scurapola
in Camden’s Latin, Avis Incendiuria: in Italian, Spelviero,
Taccola, Tatula, Pazon, Zorl, Cutta: in French, Chouetfe and
Choucas Rouge: in German, Stein-tahen (Stone-daw), Stein-

- tulen, Stem-krae. '



THE RED-LEGGED CROW. &

loftiest mountains, and seldom descend into the
plain. .~ The former, however, is much more dif-
fused than the latter.

The Red-legged Crow is of an elegant fi igure,
lively, 1estless tulbuleut but can be tamed to a
certain degree. At first it is fed with a sort of
paste quc with milk, hread, and grain, &c. and
afterwards it is reconciled to Whatu er 1s served
for our tables.

Aldrovandus saw in Bologna, in Italy, a bird
of this sort, which had an od(l trick of breaking
panes of glass from the outside, as if to enter
the house by the window: this instinct is un-
doubtedl) the same with that of the crows, the
magpies, and daws, which are attracted by every
thing that glitters. It has even been known to
snatch from the chimney light pieces of wood,
and thus set the house on fire ; so that this dan+"
gerous bird adds the character of an incendiary
to that of a domestic plunderer But I should
imagine that this pernicious habit might
be tmned against itself, and, like the lark,
it might be dccoyed into snares, by means of
mirrors.

Salerne saw, at Parzs two Red-legged Crows,
which lived peaceably with the house pigeons ;
but it is probable that he had not seen the Wild
- Crow of Gesner, nor the description which that
author gives of it; since he says, after Ray, that
it agreed in every thing but in size with the
Coracias ; whether he meant the bird to which -
this article is allotted, or the Pyrrhocorax of

B2



& TIE RED-LEGGED CROW.

Plinv. These birds are widely different, and
Gesner was careful not to confound them. He
Lnew that the Wild Crow differed from the Red-
legged Crow by its crest, its carriage, the shape
and length of its bill, the shortness of its tail,
the excellence of its flesh, at least when young;
that it was 1ot.so moisy or so sedentary, and
that it changed its residence more regularly at
certain times of the year*; mot to mention
other differences.

The Red-legged Crow has a shrill though a
pretty loud cry, very like that of the Sea Pie.
It chatters almost incessantly; and Olina re-
marks that it is bred not for its voice, but forits
heautiful plumaget. Delon, however, and the
authors of the British Zoology say, that itleans
to speak.

The female lavs feur or five white eggs, spot-
ted with dirty yellow. She builds her nest on
the tops of old deserted towers, or on frightful:
precipices; for, saccording to Didwards, these
birds prefer the cliffs all along the west coast
of England, to similar situations on the flat
shores of the east and south. I shall add an-

* «They urrige . the begioning of the spring, at the
sume time as the storks.—They retire the first of all that I
krow, about the heginning of July,” &c.—Gesner de Avibus:

+ The Cutia with a red bill, which on other pz&ts is al}
black Iike the Crow, except that its feet are yellow, comes.
from the mountains. In Latin Et is named Coracias. This
hird coes not falk, but is kept merely on account of its
hea | '~ Ucdelleria.
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ather fact of the same kind, which I ows to a
very respectable observer®. It is, that though
these birds be inhabitants of the Alps, of the
mountains of Switzerland, and of those of Au-
vergne, &c. they are never found on the moun-
tains of Bugey, norin all the chain thatstretches
along the confines of the country of Gex as far
as Geneva. Belon, who saw them on Mount
Jura in Switzerland, again observed them in the
islands of Crete, aud always on the summits of
rocks. But Hasselquist atfivms that these birds
arrive in Egypt, and spread through the country
after the inundation of the Nile has subsided
and the waters are about to return into their
bed. If we admit this fact, which however
seems to be repugnant to the general natire of
these birds, we must suppose that they are
drawn to Egypt by the abundance of food with
~which the lands arc replete, after being left by
the waters to the powerful influence of a tropi-
cal sun: and, in fact, they feed on inseets, aud
on seeds which have been Lttely cominitted to
the soil, and swell with milky juice, the effect
of incipient vegetation. It follows then, that
these birds do not confine their residence ex-
clusively to roeks and the summits of moun-
tains, since at certain scasons they regularly
~ appear in Lower Lgypt.  Nor do they seem to
be equally attached to every bieak eminence;
but to be directed in their choice to certain ne-

“ Flebert, treasurer-extraordinary of war at Dijon.



6 THE RED-LEGGED CROW.

culiar circumstances, which have hitherto es-
caped observers. " =

1t is probable that the Coracias of Aristotle®
is the same with the Red-legged Crow, and not
the Pyrrhocoray of Pliny ¥, j\flxicll seems to.diﬂ’(-ar
in size and in the colour of its bill, which is
~yellow. But the bird of which we here treat,
has a red bill and red feet; and as it was seen
by Belononthe Cretan mountains, it was more
likely known to Aristotle, than the Pyrrhocoraz,
which:was supposed by the ancients. to be con-
fined to the Alps, and in fact was not seen by
Belon in Greece. :

I must admit, however, that Aristotle makes
his Coracias a species of daw (Kwos), as were-
gard the Pyrrhocoraz of Pliny; which would
seem to favour the identity, or at least the prox-
imity, of these two species. But as in the same
chapter I find a palmipede bird joined with the
daws as of the same genus, the philosopher
evidently confounds birds that are of a very
differght"nature; or rather, since the text traces
a tegular analogy, the confusion must have
arisen from some mistakes of the copyists. Be-
sides, the word pyrrhocorar, though entirely of
Greek derivationqﬁ, occurs not in any part of
Aristotle’s treatise; and Pliny, who was well
acquainted with that work, could discover in
it mo account of the bird on which he bestows

* Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 24, t Lib, x, 48,
1 It signifies fire-crow.
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that name; and in his description of the
Pyrrhocorar, he does not copy what the
Greek philosopher had said on the subject of
the Coracias. ;

The specimen examined by the authors of the
British Zoology weighed thirteen ounces, and
its wings extended about two feet and a half:
the tongue was almost as long as the bill, some-
what hooked; the nails black, strong, and
hooked.

Gerini mentions a bird of this kind whose
bill and feet were black, and which he consi-
ders as a variety of the Red-legged Crow, af-
fected only by some accidental differences of
colour, arising from the distinction of the age
onsex* |,

* Storia degli Uccellz, tom. ii. p. 38.

+ It resembles the jackdaw in habits and size, heing
sixteen inches long : it is voracious; gregarious, and circles
as it flies. Borlase says, that it is not so mischievous as com-
monly represented, the tricks of the jackdaw being often im-
puted to it by mistake.—Pennant observes that the Red-legged
Crow is found in Cornwall, Flintshire, Caernarvonshire, &ﬂ.d
Anglesea, in the cliffs and castles along the shores ; and m
different parts of Scotland as far as Straithhavern; and in
some of the Hebrides, w.
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THE 'HERMIT CROW *+-

"Trrs bird is of the size of a hen; its plumage
is black, with fine green reflections, which are
variegated nearly as in the Red-legged Crow :
like it, the bill and feet are red; but the bill is
still longer and more slender, very proper for

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Convus EremiTa. €. virescens, capite flavescente, acei-
pite subcristato, rostro pedlbusque rubris.—Latl. [i id.
Orn. 1. p. 166. No. 42.

Corvus EREMITA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 377-

Coracta CRISTATA.—Bris. ii. p. 6. 2

Corvus SyLvaricus GEsNERL—FVHL p. 306, -

LE Coracras Hup®'E. t—Buf. par Sonn. xliil. p. 322

GEsNER’Ss Woob Crow.—[1ill. (Angl.) p. 396.

Woop Crow from Switzerland.— 4. iii. t. 16.

HERrM1T CROW,—Lath, Syn. ii. p. 403, 41.

HABITAT

in Helvetiz montibus et destructis arcibus, W.

1 In Zurich it is called Scheller, Waldt-rapp, Stein-repp ; in
Bavaria and Stiria, Clauss-rapp ; in Italian, Corvo Spileto ; in
Polish, Kruk-lesny, Nocny. = .

ti.e. The Crest Chough, or the Sounder. This name has
been given by some persons to this bird, because its
voice resembles the tinkling of the bells fastened to the necks
of cattle.
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'msmtmg into- the fissures of rocks and the
cracks in the ground, into the holes of trees and
walls, in search of imsects and worms, which
are its principal food. In its stomach are found
portions of the mole-crickets. 1t cats also the
larve of the May-bug, and is useful on account
of the havoc which it makes among these de-
structive insects.

The feathers on the top of its head are longer
than the rest, and form a kind of crest, which
hangs backwards ; but this oul) appears after
they are full grown, and again (llmppcms when
they are aged. Hence the reason that in some
places they are called Bald Crows, and in some
descriptions they are represented as having a
yellow head marked with red spots. These co-
Tours are probably the tints of the skin, w hich
age leaves bare. —

The crest, which has given occasion to the
name of Adountain-cr e.sted*, is not the only dis-
tinction between this bird and the Red-legged
Crow ; its neck is longer and more slender, its
head smaller, its tail shorter, &c. Besides, it
is known only as a bird of pa.ssfld‘c, while the
Red- legged Crow, as we have alrcady seen,
15 mlomtoq, but only certain countries
and in particular cireumstances.  Gesner has
therefore divided them properly into two spe-
cies; and I have distinguished them by differcnt
names. g

* Klein.
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The Hermit Crows fly very lofty, and gene.
rally go in flocks*. They seek their food often
in the meadows and marshy places, and always
nestle on the tops of old deserted towers, or in
the clefts of frightful inaccessible rocks. Sen-
sible, as it were, that their young are delicate
meat, and much yalued by the luxurious, they
are careful to breed them out of the reach of
man. But there are still some men hardy
enough to risk their lives for the most sordid
gain, and allow themselves to be let down by
ropes from giddy heights, to plunder the infant
brood in their recesses, and reap the most dan-
gerous of harvests.

The females lay generally two or three eggs
every hatch; and those who wish to get the
brood, commonly leave a young bird in each
nest, in order to invite them to return the fol-
lowing year. When the young are plundered,
the parents cry, ka, kd ke, ke, but are seldom
heard at any other time:* The young are easily
tamed, and the more so if they be taken early
and before they can fly.

They arrive in the country of Zurich towards
the beginning of April, at the same time with
the storks. -Their nests are sought for about
Whitsunday, and they depart, the earliest of all
the birds, in the middle of June. I know not

*T am aware that Klein makes the Hermit Crow a solitary
bird ; but this is directly contrary to what Gesner asserts, the
only original observer, whom Klein copies, without being

*conscious, when he transcribes from Albin.
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why Barrere has made the Hermit Crow a
species of curlew. =

The Hermit Crow inhabits the Alps, the lofty
mountains of Italy, Stiria, Switzerland, Bavaria,
and the high cliffs which border on the Danube,
in the vicinity of Passau and Kelkeym. These
birds choose for their retreat certain natural
breast-works, or cells of a good aspect, among
the rocks, and hence the name Kiauss-rappen,
or Monk Raven,



THE: RAVENY,

Turs bird has always been famous; but its
bad reputation has been owing, most probably,
to its being confounded with other birds, and
loaded with thei_‘r ill qualities. It has ever been

A >

* CHARA(/IER SPECIFICUS.

Convus CORAX. C. ater, dorso ceerulescente, cauda sub-
rotunda.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 150. No. 1,

Corvus CorAx. —«Gmel Syst i. p. 864.—Phil. Trans. lvii.
P 3:47. i

CoRrvuUs.{—DByiss. ii. p. 8. 1.—-—Rau SJn p. 89. A, 1 —JFill.
p. 82. t. 8.

Lt CoRBEAU.—Buff. Pl Enl. 495.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv.
pLERIEA o

RAVEN.—Br. Zool, i. p. 218. Td.—dret. Zool. ii. No. 131.
Lewin. Br. Biyds. i, t. 33.—Id. t. vi. f.i. (Ovum,)
Syn. 1. p. 367. 1. Id. Sup. p. 74.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 68,

o  HABITAT

in Eurogﬂﬁpassm Asia boreali, et America septentnonalr,
forte in Affrica.—2 pedes longus. W.

+ In va(reék, KogzE: in Latin, Corous : in Spanish, Cuérro =
in Italian, Corvo: in German, Rabe, Rave, Kolrave {Coal
Racen) : in Swedish, Korps in Polish, Kruk: in Hebrew,
Oveb : in &ralnc, Gen bib :in Pg;smn, Caluk : in old French,
Corbin. 'The appellations bestowed, in all languages, are evi
dently formed from the Raver’s croak. "The Scotch name
;;2;. rbey, like many others of that dialeet, was introduced
from the French, The Enslish word Raven is devived from







THE RAVEN. : i3

regarded as the lowest of the rapacious tribe;
the most COW‘HdI} and the most dla“llstlllb
TFilth-and rotten -eareases, it is said, are its chu,f
food; and when it gluts its appetite on live prey,
its victims are the weak or useful animals,
lambs, leverets®, &c. yet it sometimes attacks
the lar ge animals with suceess, supplyl mg it§

ant of strength and agility by cunning; it
pludxs out the eyes of buffaloesf, and then,
fixing on the back, it tears off the flesh deli-
berately : and what renders the ferocity more

the German Rabe—M. ntbeillard, author of thic article,——
objects to theindiseriv  ing application of the name Coreus,

to the crows, daws, ¢’ i8, &c.  The Corous of the ancients

aus appropriated large species, the Raven differing’
from the rest cop vin its habits and instinets. Tt is
as large as a gor md would weigh three earrion crovs

and two ro oks.

* Aldrovandus relates q story of two Ravens ¢oncerfing
an attack upon a h‘u < they plcked out its eves, and de-
voured it. :

f Elian Natur. dui' Aib, ii. 31. Recueil des Voyages qui ont
servi a U Blablissement -1y € '/fmupaunir des Indes, fov. viil,
p- 273 This is, perhaps, (he source of the antipathy “lnch is
said to snbsist betweet the Ox and Raven. See Aristotle Flist,
Anim. liboix. L. T cay havdly helieve that a Raven attacks s
buduloe, astravellersrajate, It may happen that these birds will
sometimesalight upon the backs of the buffaloes, as the hooded
crow alights upon the backs of asses and sheep, or the mag-
pic upon the backs of { 5gs, to eat the insects which lodze in
the hair of these animals, Tt may happen, too, that thu
Ravens, by excessive Srolkies with their bill, may tear the buf-
faloes” hidee, or even, itrqeted by the glistening of the pupil,
they may pick out the Jeyes hut 1 cannot pemmulc myself
thutthe\ deliberately C.termine to eat the buffaloes’ .,hw and
are able to accnmp!l:l that undertaking.
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detestable, it is not incited by the cravings of
hunger, but by the appetit> for carnage; for
it can subsist on fruits, seeds of all kinds,
and indeed may be considered as an omni-
vorous animal*, A .

This violence and indiscrinunating voracity
of the Raven has procured 1t a various treat-
ment: sometimes it has been proscribed as a
pernicious, destructive avimal: sometimes it
has been afforded the prote’!tion of law, as use-
ful in extirpating noxious insects. In poor,
thinly-inhabited states, the Raven may prove
a burthensome and expen: "¢ guest; but in
rich populous countries, it 'l be serviceable
by devouring the filth gener: in them. For
this reason it was formerly, a  ling to Belon,
forbidden in England t to © this bird:
but in the narrow islands of Ferroe, Malta,
&c. a premium was offered for its destruc-
tion §.

* Sce Aristotle Hist. Amim. %ib. vid. 3. and Willughby,
Pp- 82. 1 have seen them fed, in a grea” measure, with flesh,
either raw or cooked.

+ Belon wrote in 1550, *¢ This bird is esteemed sacred by
our people, and few persons will dar to kill it.”—Fauna
Suecica, No. 69. The Ravens enjoy fhie same protection ag
Surinam, according to Dr, Fermin Description de Surinam,
tom. i, p, 148,

1 4cts of Copenhagen for the years 1671 and 1672.  With
tegard to the island of Malta, I have been assured that the
birds ave carxion crows: but at the -ame time, 2s I am told
they inhabit the most desert rocks on he copst, T am disposed
1o believe that they are Ravens. Lo
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If to the features which we have now traced
of the Raven, we joinits gloomy plumage; its
ery, still more gloomy, though very feeble; its
ignoble port, in proportion to its bulk; its
savage look ; its body smelling perpetually of
infection *; we shall not be surprised that in
all-ages it has been regarded as an object of
aversion and horror. Its flesh was forbidden
to the Jews; savages never eat it {; and, among
ourselves, the most starved wretches discover
an extreme dislike to it, and remove the cori-
aceous skin before they make their disgusting
meal. In every country it is reckoned an omin-
ous bird, which announces impending calami-
ties. Grave historians { have described pitched
battles between armies of crows and those of
other ravenous birds, and hgyz regarded these
combats as foreboding the bloody wars kindled
among nations. And how many persons, at
present, are alarmed and dejected at the noise of

= The authors of the British Zoology alone assert, that the
Raven has an agreeable smell, which is difficult to believe of
a bird that fesds on carrion. We know also by experience,
that Ravens just killed, give the fingers a smell as disagreeable
as that of fish. This I have been assured by Hebert, a very
respectable observer ; and the fact is confirmed by the testi-
mony of Hernandez, p. 331. It is indeed said of the Carancro,
a sort of valture in America, which has also been termed a
Raven, thatit exhales an odour of musk, though it lives upon
filth. (Dupratz Hst. de le Towisiane, tom. ii. 3.) But most
authors assert directly the contrary. :

+ Voyage du Pere Theodat. p. 800.

t ZEneas Sylvius, Hist. Europ. cap. 53,—Bembo, Inif.
lib. 5.—Gesner de dvilus, p. 347,
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its c1ml\1n0‘ The whale of its knowledge of
futurity 1s limited, however, like that of the
other inhabitants of the air, to a greater sensi-
bility to the changes in its elpment and to the
e}.plewou of its fcduws by certain cries and
actions. In the seuthern provinces of Swede,
Linnawus tells us, that the Ravens, in fine wea-
ther, soar to an immense height, and make a
chtrmouq noise, that is heard at a great di-
stance*.  The authors of the British éoologb
add, that in this case they fly generally in pairs.
Other writers |, in less Lnlwhrcncd times, have
given other remarks, mmﬂled with fable and™
supelstltlom ;

In those times, W hcn augury foxmed a part of
religion, the Rav ens, thmwh bad prophets,
could mnot fail 6 be birds of vast importance.
The fondness of: pwmo into futurity, how dis-
mal soever mey be the prospeet, is an ancient
malady of thchmmm race.  All the various mo-
tions of the Raven were studied with the most
scrupulous attention, all the eircumstances of
its flight, all the differences of its voice, of
which, not to mention the minute discrimina-
tioms, too difficult to be appreciatedf, no less

than sixty-four distinct inflexions were reck-
oned up. Each has its determined significa-
tion; the artful applied themselves to the pro-

- Fauna Succica, No. 69.
4 Pliny, Belon, Ceaner, Aldrovandus, &c.
1 Aldrovandus,

A
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fession, and credulity drew multitudes to théir
oracles*. Pliny himself, though supefrior to
the prejudices of the vulgar, was so far cairied
by the tide of popular opinion as to mention its
most unlucky cries . Some éven Earried this
folly to such lengths as to eat the Heart and en-
tmzls of these bnds, from the hope of acqumna‘
the spirit of prophecy t.

But the Raven has not only a great number of
inflexions of voice conespouchno to its interiot
affections, it has also the talent of mmitating the
cry of other ammalsg\ and even human dis-
course, and to improve this natural quality, the
ligament of the tongue has been cut.  Célas is

e word which it pronounces the most easi-
and Scaliger heard one which, when
vy, called (hsﬁuctly on the cook by the

of Conrad & *These words bear indeea
: resemblance to the ordinary cry of the

Ven.

- These speaking birds were highly prized at

Rome, and a philosopher has not disdained to

* Pliny, lib. xxix. cap. 4.

+1d. lib. x.12. “The “orst omen is wlhen they cluck with
a strangled voice.”

i Porphyr. De Abstmendo ab Animant, lib, ii.

§ Aldrovandus.

|| Belon.

9 Ezercit. in Cardanun. Scaliger adds, as a pleasant anec-
dote, that this same raven, having found ‘a paper with written
music, pricked with its bill as if it were reading and beating:
time. It seems more natural to suppose that the bird mistook
ihe notes for insects, on which it sometimes feeds.

VOL. I11. Cate
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relate the history of one of them*. They not
only learn to prattlc or repeat words, but be-
come quite familiar. They can be_ tamed
though old f, and appear even susceptible of a
lasting and personal attachme:'lt 4

In consequence of their pliancy of temper,
they can be instructed, not indeed to dwgs?t
themselves of their voracity, but to moderate it
and direct it to the service of man. Pliny
speaks of Craterus, an Asiatie, who was noted
for his skill in breeding ravens to hunt, and who
could make himself be followed even by .the
wild Ravens§. Scaliger relates, that king
Louis (probably Louis XIL) had one so trained,
and used it in the chase of partridges|. Alber
tus saw one at Naples which caught partrid
_and pheasants, aud even other Ravens; bu
pant birds of its own species it required
roused, and, as it were, forced by the pres

* 4 Being early accustomed to speak, it flew every moraing
to the rostra, and saluted Tiberius, then the two Cumsars,
Germanicus, and Drusus, and afterwards the Roman people
as they passed by, &c."—Pliny, lib. x. 48.

1 Gesner, p. 338,

1 Witness the tame Raven mentioned by Schwenckfeld,
which having suffered itself to be carried too far by its wild
companions, and not being able to regain its way, discovered
afterwards on the high road the man who had been used to
feed it, hovered some time croaking above his head, as if to
pay him homage, then alighted upon his hand, and never
more left him.—dviarium Silesiz, p. 232. :

& Lib. x. 48. || In'Cardanum, exercit. 232.
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of the falconer*. [Lastly, it can sometimes be
taught, it would seem, fto protect its master
and assist him against his enemies by its ma-
neeuvres : at least if we give credit to the
story which Aulus Gelhus tells of the Crow of
Valerius .
The Raven has alao great sagacity at scenting
out carrion [ froma dlstance Thucydides as-
cribes to it the instinct of abstaining from the
- carcases of animals thathave died of the plague§.
It has been said, also, that a bird of this kind,
wanting to drink out of a vessel which was too
narrow to admit it, had the shrewdness to drop

* Aldrovandus, p. 702. Also Dampier, vol. ii,

+ A Gaul of high stature having challenged the bravest
Roman to single combat, a Tribune named Valerius stepped
forth and proved victorious by the assistance of a Raven,
which petpetually harassed his antagonist, tearing his hands
with its bill, and darting at his face and eyes. Valerius after-
wards bore the name of the Raven (Corvus). Nod Attice,
Lib. ix. 11.

[This story is also related by Livy, lib. vii. 26.- The Gauls
were so much intimidated by the fall of their champion, that
the Romans gained a complete victory, The Raven is
said to have perched on the head of Valerius, and was re-
garded as a token of victory sent down [rom heaven: so that
it must have been a wild Raven. But the story is evidently
fabulous. 'T.]

t ¢ The Ravens are the only birds employed in the au-
spices that seem conscious of their own faculties : for whea
the guests of Media were slain, they all flew out of Pelopon-
nesus and the region of Attica”—Pliny, lib. x. 12. from
Avistotle, lib. ix. 81, The same quality is also noticed in the
Fauna Suecica, No, 69

§ Lib. ii.
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into it small stones, which by degrees raised the
water to the top *. This thirst, if the fact be
true t, is a circumstance which distinguishes
the Raven from all the rest of the birds of prey,
especially from those which feed on live game,
which are stimulated by hunger, and never de-
sire but to drink blood. Another difference is,
tl;@t the Rayens are more social than the other
rapacious birds ; but it is easy to account for
this; since, as they eat every sort of food, and °
have more resources than the rest of the carni-
vorous kind, they can subsist m greater num-
bers on the same exteat, and have not, there-
fore, the same causes of separation. We may
here observe, that though tame ravens feed on
all sorts of flesh, and those in the state of liber-
ty be generally supposed to commit great havoe
among the moles and field-mice ] ; Hebert,

* Pliny, Iib: x. 43.

1 Itisalso remarked by Gesner. :

1 It is said, that, in the Isle of France, a certain species. of
Raven is religiously kept with a view to destroy the rats and
mice.—Voyage dun Officier du Roi, 1772, p. 122. It is said
that the islands of Bermudas having been ravaged five years
in succession by a prodigious muititude of rats, which de-
voured the plants and trees, and cressed, by swimming, frem
oue isiand to another; these rats suddenly disappeared, and
no cause could be assigned, except that a great number of
Ravens had, in the latter years, resorted to the islands, which
were never seen there either before or since. But we have
no preof that Ravens prey much upon rats : .t_he inhabitants
of the Isle of France may, like others, entertain a prejudice;
and with respect to the rats of the Bermuda islands, they
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who has noticed tliem a.tten;tivélyrfor a long
course of years, neversaw them tear or mangle
dead carcases, or even settle upon them: he ig
therefore of opinion, that they prefer insects,
and especially earth-wortns, to every other sort
of food. He adds, that carth is found in theiy
excerements, ; :
The Ravens (the real Mountain Ravens) are
not birds of passage, and in this Tespect they
differ, more or less, from the Crows, with which
they associate. They seem particularly attache
ed to the rock where they were bred, or rathes
where they have paived ; it is their ordinary re-
sidence, which they never entirely abandon. If
they descend into the plains, it is to procure
their subsistence; and this mere rarely hap-
‘pems f summer than in winter, because they
avoid the heat, which appears to be the only
influence that difference of seasons produces on
them. © They do not pass the night in the
woods, like the Carrion Crows; they choose,
in their mountains, a retreat sheltered from the
northern blast, under the natural alcoves secur-
ed by the recesses and projections of the rocks.
‘Thither they retire during the night, to the num-
ber of fifteen or twenty. They sleep perched
on the bushes that grow between the rocks, and
build their nests in the crevices, or in the holes

may bave been starved to death ; they may have devoured
pne another, as often happens; or they miay have been
drowned in their passage between the islauds.
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of walls, on the tops of oid, deserted tawers,
and sometimes on the high branches a'f large
straggling trees *  Fach male? attac.hes itself to
a female, with which it remains united for 1_:he
course of many years | ; for these birds, which
we view with disgust, can yet inspire mutualand
constant love, and, like the turtle, express the
gradual swell of passion. The male, if we believe
some authors, begins always with ajsort.of love-
song §, then caresses and bills with his mate;
and it has even been alleged, that they copulate
by the bill§. The fact is, that we see their
c;urtships frequently in lHle day-time; but the
consummation is perfox;m«}ad in the silenice and
obscurity of the most secret recess|; and
hence, probably, the'origi{,} of the fable. Nor
must we ascribe this to any q;ptiyq; of deceney;

* Linn=us says, that in Sweden the Raven nestles chiefly
upon the pines.—Fauna Suecice, No. 69, And Frisch asserts,
that in Germany they pitch mostly upon great oaks ; that is,
they prefer the loftiest trees, whet!xer pines or caks.

T ‘¢ They are said to maintain their conjugal engagements
sometimes forty years.”— Aldravandus.——Athenzus gées
still farther. 2

T oppién,'dc Aucupio.

§ Aristotle ascribes this absurdity to. Anaxagorvas, and is
even at pains fo refute it seriously; for the female Ravens,
he says, have a vuloa and ovaria, and that if the male semen
cotered by the mouth, it would be digested, and produce
nothing.—De Generatione, lib. iii. 6.

{i Albertus says, that he once witnessed the copulation of

Ravens, and that it was performed as usual with other birds.
—S8ee Gesner, p. 877.
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wild animals are conscious of the danger of
their situation, and are anxious to provide for
their security. The White-John, we have al-
ready seen, conceals itself while it drinks, be--
cause, its head being plunged up to the eyes in
the water, it is in danger of being surprised.
The Raven has the more need of caution, since
he is languid in the act of coition, which pro-
bably lasts a considerable time; he therefore
seeks a secret retreat, where, in undisturbed se-
curity, he may indulge his passion *.

The female is distinguished from the .male,
according to Barrere, by its plumage being of a
lighter black, and her bill weaker ; and my own
observations seem to confirm this remark. She
lays, about the month of March 1, five or six
eggs f, pale and blueish green, marked with a
great number of spots and streaks of adirty co-
lour§, She sits about twenty days |, during
which time the male provides her with food,
and the supply is large; for the peasants some-
times find in the Ravens’ nests, or near them,
considerable heaps of grzin, nuts, and fruits. It
has been suspected, indeed, thatthis hoarding is
intended not oply for the females during incu-
bation, but for the subsistence of bath through

# ¢ The genus of the Ravens is not libidinous, because it
is not very prolific.”—dristotle, de Generatione, lib. iii. 6.

+ Willugliby says that the Ravens sometimes lay earlier
in England. ¢

1 Aristotle, Hist, Anim, lib. ix. 31.

§ Willighby, : || Asistotle, Hist. Anim. lib. vi. 6.
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the winter *. = But whatever be their motives,
cél-tailx_it is, that the Ravens steal not only pro-
visions, but whatever tickles their fancy, parti-
cularly bits of metal and glittering substances §.
There was one at Erford, which had the assi-
duity to carry, one b}, one, and coneeal bencath
a stone in a garden, a quantity of small pieces,
amounting to five or six florins {. Every coun-
try furnishes stories of such domestic thefts.
When the young are hatched, they are far
from being of the colour of their parents; they
are rather white than black, cont_:r;ir'y to the
swans; which are originally brown, though de-
stined to wear a snowy plumage§. ~ At first the
mother seems to treat her offspring with indif-
ference, nor does she feed them till they begin
to be feathered: it has been alleged, that she al-
ters her conduct the moment she is convinced,
by their plumage, that they are not spurious [l
But for my part, I can see nothing in this that
has not placein other animals, and even in mdn,
some days after birth; a certain time is neces-
sary to reconcile them to a new element and a
new existence. Nor is the young Raven then
totally destitute of food; for a part of the yclk
is included in the abdomen, and flows insensibly
into the intestines by a particular ductq. After
a few days, the mother feeds the young with

* Aldrovandus. V -} Frisch.
1 Gesner, de Avibus, p, 338, § Aldrovandus.
| Aldrovandus. T Willughby. -
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the proper aliments, which previously undergo
a preparation in her crop, and are then dis-
gorged into their bills, nearly as in the pi-
geons *, ;

But the male not only provides for the family.
but watches for its safety. If Le perceive ;.
kite, or other such rapacious bird, approach the
nest, the danger animates his courage; he
takes wing, gains above his foe, and, dashing
downwards, he strikes violently with his bill ;
both contend for the aseendancy, and some-
times they mount entirely out of sight, till,
overcome with fatigue, one or both fall to the
around fo5 a

Aristotle, and many others after him, pretend
that, when the youngare able to fly, the pa-
rents drive them out of the mnest; and if the
track where they are settled affords too scanty
a subsistence, they entirely expel them from
their precincts . If this fact were true, it
would shew that they are really birds of prey ;
but it does notagree with the observations which
Heb  1as made on the Ravens which inhabit
then /Antains of Bugey; for they protract the
educcion of their brood beyond the period
when these are able to provide for themselves.
As it seldom happens that opportunity and ta-
lents concur in making such observations, I
shall relate them in his own words :—

* Willughby. 4 Frisch.
. 1 Axistotle, Hist, Anim, 1ib. ix. 81.
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“ The young Ravens are hatched very early
in the season, and against the month of May
are able to quit their nest. A family of them
was every year bred opposite to my windows
upon the rocks which terminate the prospect.
The young, to the number of four or five, sat
on the large detached fragments about the mid-
dle of the precipice, where they were easily
seen, and drew notice by their continual
wailing. Every time that the parents brought
them food, which happened frequently during
the course of the day, they called with a cry,
crau, crau, crau, very different from their other
noise. Sometimes one tried to fly, and, aftera
slight essay, it returned to settle upon the rock.
Almost always some one was left behind, and
its wailing then became incessant. After the
young had strength sufficient to fly, that is, fif-
teen days at least after their leaving the nest,
the parents conducted them every morning to
the field, and in the evening led them back. Tt
was commonly five or six in the afternoon
when the family returned, and they sp the
rest of the day in noisy brawhng. Thi,  fac-
tice lasted the whole summer, which woulu give
reason to suppose that the Ravens have notitwo
hatches annually.” :

Gesner fed young Ravens with raw flesh,
small fishes, and bread soaked in water. They
are very fond of cherries, and swallow them
greedily, with the stones and stalks; they di-
gest, however, only the pulpy part, and, in
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tavo hours afterwards, vomit up the rest. It is
also said that they disgorge the bones of those
animals which they eat entire, like the kestril,
the mocturnal birds of prey, the fishing-birds,
&ec. *  Pliny says T, that the Raven is subject;
every summer, to a periodical distemper, which
lasts sixty days, whose principal symptom is
excessive thirst: but I suspect that this is no-
thing but moulting, which is more tedious in
this bird than in many others of the rapacious
tribe . ey

Mo person, as far as I know, has determined.
the age at which the young Ravens have ac-
quired their full growth, and are able to pro-
pagate. If in th birds, as in the quadrupeds,
each period of life) was proportional to the total
space of existence, we might suppose that the
Crows required many years to reach their adult
state; for though the venerable age ascribed by
Hesiod§ must be considerably curtailed, it seems
well ascertained that this bird sometimes lives a
century or more. In many citie}_of France

* Aldrovandus. + Lib. xxix. 3, 1 Gesner,

§ ¢ Hesiod assigns nine of our ages fo the Crow, the quad-
ruple to the stags, and this tripled to the Raven.”—Pliny,
lib. vii. 48, If we estimate a generation at thirty years, the
age of the Crow would be 270 years ; that of the Stag, 1080
years, and that of the Raven 3240 years. The only way to give
a reasonable sense to the passage, is to understand the etas of
Fliny, and the yeex of Hesiod, to mean a year: and, on this
supposition, the life of the Crow would be reckoned at nine
years ; that of the Stag, thirty-six; and that pf the Raven,
108, as-proyed by observation.”
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they have been known to attain to that distarit
period; and in all countries and all ages, they
have been reckomed as birds extremely long-
lived. But the progress to maturity must be
slow in this species compared to the duration of
. their hfe for towards the end of the first sum-
mer, when all the family consort together, it is
difficult to distinguish the old fromgsthe young,
and, very probably, they are capabIe of b}eedrmg-
the second year.
~ We have already remarked that the Crow is
not black at first. In the decline of life also, its
plumage loses the deep colour ; and in extreme
age, changes into yellow*  But at no time is
this bird of a pure black, w: ‘thout the inter-
mixture of other shades : Nature knows no ab-
solute uniformity. The black, which predomi-
nates, is mingled with violet cn the upper part
of the body, w1th cinereous on the throat, and
with green under the body and on the qmll% of
the tail, and the largest feathers of the wings
and the remotest of the back . Only the iee
the nails, and the bill, are quite black; and ﬂ]h
colour of the bill seems to penetrate to the
tongue, as that of the feathers appears to tinc-
ture the flesh. The tongue is cylindrical at its
base, flattened and forked mnear the tip, and
roughened with small points on the edges. The
organ of hearing is 015 comphcated and more

&

# Aristotle, de Coloribus. : + Brissop.-
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s0, perhaps, than in the other birds*, It must
s 1150 be more sensible, if we credit Plutarch,
who says, that he has seen Crows fall down
stunned with the noisy acclamations of a nu-
merous lenmde a01tated by violent emo-
; tions.®
The esoj }agus dilates at its junction with
the ventricle®and forms a kind of craw, which
was not overlooked by Aristotle. The inner sur-
face of the ventricle is furrowed with wrinkles;
the gall-bladder is very large, and adheres to the
mtestinesf. Redi found worms in the cavity
of the abdomen § : the length of the gut is nearly
twice that of the bird itself, measuring from
the tip of the bill to the extremities of the
nails; that is, a medium between the extent of
the intestines of the true carnivorous birds and
the true granivorous: in a word, it is exactly
suited for an animal which lives partly on
flesh, and partly on fruits |.
The appetite of the Raven, which is thus re-
conciled to every sort of aliment, proves often
its destruction, from the ease with which bird-

# Acts of Copenhagen, ann. 1673

+ Life of T. Q. Flaminius.

1 Willughby. Avistotle,Hist. Anim. hb ii, 17.

§ Collect. Acad. Etrang. tom. iv. p. 521,

|| A respectable observer assured me, that he saw a Raven
drop a nut more than twenty times from the height of tiventy-
four or thirty yards, and each time picked it up; but it could
not succeed in breakingit; all this being done iu a ploughed
field.
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catchers can provide a bait. The powder of the
nux vomica, which is mortal to so many qua-
drupeds, isalso a poison to the Raven; it is be-
numbed, and drops soon after eating the dosc;
but the moment of intoxication must be seized,
for the torpor is often only trans. I and the »
bird recovers strength sufficient to reach its na-
tive rock, there to languish or expire*. Itis
also caught by various sorts of nets, snares,
and gins, and cven by the bird-call, like the.
little warblers ; for it also entertains an anti-
pathy to owls, and cannot see them without
venting a cry . It is said to wage war with
the kite, the vulture, and the sea-pie T; but this
is nothing but the natural aversion to all carni-
vorous birds, which are enemies or rivals of
each other.

When the Ravens alight upon the ground,
they walk, but do not hop. Like the birds of
prey, they have long vigorous wings, extend-
ing nearly three feet and a half;; these consist of
twenty quills, of which the first two or three§
are shgrter than the fourth, which is the longest
of all; and the middle ones have a remarkable
property, viz. that the ends of their shafts
stretch beyond the vanes, and terminate in

& Gcsrler, p- 389, Journal Economique, Dec. 1758,

1 ‘Traité de Ja Pipée. ] :

1 Llhan. Natur. Anim. 1ib. ii. 51, Aldrovandus, tom. i, p.
70. Collect: Acad. Etran, tom. i. i :

§ B_nsson and Linnzus say two ; Willughby, three,
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points. The tail contains twelve quills, which
are about eight inches long, but somewhat un-
-equal, the two middle ones being the longest,
. then those next, so that the end of the tail ap-

pears somewuat rounded on its horizontal
plane *. . This I shall afterwards call the taper-
ed tail 1. )

From the extent of its wings we may infer
the elevation of its fight. In storms and tem-
pests the Raven, it is said; has been scen gliding
through the air, cony ~tire at its bill $.»
This is only the luminou : formed at the
point of its bill, in its pass. _: through the eic.
vated regions of the atmosphere, then surcharged
with electricity. From some appearance of this
kind, probably, the Eagle has been termed the
minister of thunder; for there are few fables
but are founded upon truth.

Since the Raven has a lofty flight, and is ca-
pable of enduring every temperature, the wide
world is opened for its reception §. In fact, it
is scattered from the polar circle| to the Cape
of Good Hope [ and the island of Madagascar** ;
and its number is determined by the quantity of

* Add to this, that the Ravens have on almost their whole
body a double sort «f feathers, so closely adhering to the
skin, that they canne! be plucked without the help of hot
water,

+ Queue etagée; i. e like the steps of a staircase. »

1 Seala Naturalis apud Aldrevandum, tom. i. p. 704.

§ Aldrov. Ornith. | Klein.

“ Kolben, ** Flaccourt.
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food which the various 'intcm_lediate_ rcg"zons
supply, and the convenience of _the Sltl{a.ﬂOI:lS‘
which they afford *. It sometimes migrates.
from the coasts of Barbary to the }slancl of" Te-
neriffe, - It is found in Mexico; Dt Domingo,
and Canada f, and undoubtcdly in the other
parts of the New Continert, and oi': the adjacent
islands. When it is once SEttIEfi in a country,
and has become accustomed to its situatiom, it
seldom quits it to roam nto anot%ler I It
orows even aftack ~ the nest which it has
Euilt, andasesitf - _weral years together. :
fts plumage is not the same in all countries.
Beside the changes which age mtxod.l}ces, the
colour is also subject to vary from the mﬂucm‘:a
of climate. It is sometimes entirely white in
Noiway and Iceland, where numbers are also
quite black§. On the other hand; white Ravens
are found in the heart of France and Germany |,
in nests where some are likewise black. The

* Pliny says, from Theophrastus, that Ravens were stran.
gers in Asia. Lib. x. 29,

1+ Charlevoix. it

1 Frisch. Aristotle, Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 23,

§ Horrebow. Klein, John of Cay saw in 1548, at
. Lubec, two white Ravens bred for thelchace.~Id. p. 58.

I Eplkemerides: &' Allemagne. Dr. Wisel adds; that in. the
year following, black Ravens were feund in the same nests,
and thuat in another nest, in the same wood, a black Raven
and two:white ones were found. Of the latter colour; they
are sometimes killed in Italy.—Sce Gwini Sturia degli Uecells,
fom, ii. p. 33, % 3 Blaitsa
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Mexican Raven, called Cacalot! by Fernandez #,
i3 variegated with two colours. That of the
‘Bay of Saldagne has a white collar ; that of
Madagascar, named Coach, according to Flac-
court, is white under the belly. The same mix-
ture of black and white occurs in some indivi-
duals of the European sort, even in what Brisson
terms the White Raven of ¢the Northf, which
ought rather to have been called the Black and
White Raven, since the upper part of its body is
black and the under white, its head white and
black, and also its bill, its feet, its tail, and its
wings : these have twenty-one quills, and the
tail has twelve; and what is remarkable, the
quills, at an equal distance on either side, which
are commonly alike, are in this subject marked
with black and white, differently distributed.
This circumstance would induce me to suppose
that this is only an accidental change produced
on the matural colour, which is black, by the
excessive rigour of the climate ; and if this con-
Jecture be well-founded, it would follow, that
this is 1mproperly ieckoned a permanent spe-
cies, especm.lly as all other animals that inhabit
the arctic reglons are clothed with a thicker fur

* Hist. Avium Novz Hispaniz, cap. clxxiv. p. 48. This
is the Corcus Parius of Brisson, and the Red Ra'cen of Latham,
Gmelin also reckons it a variety.

+ Dowton’s Voyage, 1610.

1 This is the White Raven of Latham, which Gmelin makes
2 second variety,

VOL. PII. D
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than those of the same kind whichlive in milder

climates.

These variations in the plumage of a bird so
generally and so deeply impressed with black
a5 the Raven, is another proof that colour can
afford no permanent or essential character.

There is another kind of Raven which forms
a variety in point of size. Those of Mount
Jura, for instance, appeared to Hebert, who
had an opportunity of comparing them, to be
Jarger than those which inhabit the mountains
6f Bugey ; and Aristotle * informs us, that the
Ravens and Hawks were smaller in Egypt than
in Greece |.

* Hist, Anim, lib, viii. 38.

+ To the very ample detail given in the texf, we can
2dd but few circumstances. The Raven weighs three pounds,
and is ﬁu"cnt}'-six inches long, In the northern countries of
Pinmark, Tceland, and Greenland, it frequents the huts of
the natives, feeds upon the offals of seals, and also devours
birds' eggs. Tt whirls dexterously in the air, and changes its
prey from bill to feet, for relief. * It replies to the echo of its
croak. The male sits by day, and the female by night. On
the approach of storms, it gathers under the shelter of crags.
The Greenlanders eat its flesh, clothe themsplves with its
* $kin, make brushes of its wings, and split the quills for

fishing-lines. When a physician, among the American sa-
vages, visits a patient, he invokes the Raven, as the sign of
returning health: the Esquimaux, however, detestund dread
the whole genus.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE RAVEN.

THE INDIAN RAVEN or BONTIUS*

Turs bird is found in the Molucea islands, and
chiefly at Banda. Our knowledge of'it is drawn
from an imperfect description and a wretched
figure ; so that we can only conjecturc the
European species to which it belongs. Bontius,
the first and I believe the only one who has

. ¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Buceros Hyprocorax. B. fronte ossea plana antice mu-
tica, postice tegens verticem rotundata, corpore fusce,
abdomine infimo flavescente, genis gulaque nigris albido
marginatis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 144. No. 7.

Buceros HYDROCORAX.—Gunel. Syst. i. p.859.—Bris. iv.
p- 566. 1. t. 45. 7
CorvUs INDICUS BoNT1L.—Raii Syn. p. 40. 7.—Hill. p. 86.

iy ' :

CALAO des MOLUQUES.—Bugf. vii. p. 147.—PL. Enl. 283.

Lz CoreEAU des INDEs de BonTius.—Buff. par Sonn. 4.
p- 62.

BoNrTius's INDIAN RAvEN —WAI. (dngl.) p.126. 7.

INDIAN HORNBILL—Lath. Syn. i. p. 851 7,

, HABITAT
in Moluceis. W,

+ : D2
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seen it, reckons it a Raven, in which he is fol-
lowed by Ray, Willughby, and some others;
but Brisson conceives it to be a Calao. I would
rather adhere to the former opinion; and my
reasons are briefly these: ‘

This bird, according to Bontius, resembles
the Raven in the shape of its bill and in its
port; though its neck is rather longer, and o
slight protuberance appears in the figure rising
on the bill.

This is a certain proof that he knew no other
bird to which he could so readily compare it,
~and yet he was acquainted with the Calao of
India. He tells us indeed that it feeds upon
nutmegs; and Willughby considers this feature
as different from the character of the Common
Ravens; but we have already seen that these
cat wild nuts, and are not so much carnivorous
as generally supposed. :

Oun the other hand, neither the description of
Bontius nor his figure discovers the least trace
of the indenting of the bill, which Brisson re-
gards as one of the characters of the Calaos;
and the little hump which appears on the bill
bears no resemblance to the protuberance which
distinguishes the Calao. Lastly, the Calao has
neither the speckled temples, nor the black tail-
quills which are mentioned in the description of
Bontius; and its bill is so singularly shaped,
that an observer could not, I should suppose,
have seen it, and not remarked its form, much

“less have taken it for the bill of a Common
Raven,
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The flesh of the Indian Raven of Bontius
has a pleasant aromatic flavour, derived from
the nutmegs, which constitute its principal
food; and it is extremely probable that if our
Raven had the same sort of aliments, it would
lose its rank smell *.

It would require to hage seen the Raven of
the desert (graab el zahara), which Dr. Shaw
aentionst, to be able to refer it with certainty
to its analogous Eur opean species. All that the
Doctor saysis, that it is rather larger than our
Raven, and that its bill and feet are red. This
Jast character has® determined Dr. Shaw to
reckon it a large c%c;ugh; that bird, as we have
already seen, is intleed known in Africa; but
bow can we conceivea chough to be greater
_ than a Raven? I mention this to draw the at-
tention of some intelligent traveller.

I find in Kempfer two other birds mentioned
by the name of Ravens, without a single cha-
racter to justify that appellation. The one is,
according to him, of amiddlesize, but extremely
audacious ; it was broyght from China to Japan
as a present to the emperor. The other, which
was also given to the emperor of Japan, wasa
bird from Corea, exceedingly rare, and called
Coreigards ;% that is, the Baven of Corea.

# Tt is often tamed, and employed to catch rats and mice :
it is thirty inches long.

+ Shaw gives it also the names Crow of tke desert, Rchegg:d
Crow, or Pyrrhocoraz,

=2
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Kempfer adds, that the Ravens which are
common in Europe are not found in Japan, no
more than the parrots and some other birds of
India. :

[Note. We should here place the Armenian
bird, which Tourncfort ealls the King of the
Ravens, it it were really a Raven, or belonged
to that family. But a glance of the miniature
figure will convince us that it is more related to
the peacocks and pheasants, by its beautiful
crest, its rich plumage, its short wing, and the
shape of its bill, though it is somewhat
Jonger, and though other slight differences
occur in the form of its tail and of its feet, It
is properly termed on the higure Avis Persica
pavoni congener (Persian bird akin to the pea-
cock); I should therefore have mentioned it
among the foreign birds-analogous to the pea-
cocks and pheasants, if T had been earlier ac-
quainted with it.] :

o



Plate 519}

TIE CROW . &



THE CARRION CROW *+-

Tuese birds spend the summer in the exten-
sive forests, from which they occasionally
emerge to procure subsistence for themselves
and their infant brood.  Their chief food in the
spring is partridges’ eggs, of which they are

* CHARACTER SPROIPICUS.

Corvus CoroNE. €. afro-caruleseens totus, cauda rotuu-
data rectricibus acutis—Lath, Iad, Orn, 1, p: 151, No, 4,

Corvus CoroNg—Gimel. Sust, i. p. 365.

CorNIX.—Raii Syan. p.39. A, 2.—JFill. p. 88.—Bpis. i1
p-12.2,

LA CoRNEILLE—DBuf. PL Enl. 483,

LA CorpINE.—Buyff. par Sonn. 44. p. 72, pl. 72, £. 1,

Carrion CrRew.——Br. Zool, i. No. 75. £, 84, —Arct, Zool.ii.
No. 135.—ll. (Anal.) p. 122. 1. 18.—Lath. Syn. 1. p.370.
8.— Bew. Birds, 1. P- 71,

HABITAT

in Buropa, America, Asia, et Africa; in Anglia frequens. W.

+In d:.:.elck,‘Kagwm, which mame was also vappli_ed to the
prow of a ship, from the resemblance to the Crow’s beak :
in modern Greek, Kepeiz, Kagayw, Koufe; in Chaldaie,
- Kurke : in Ttalian, Cornice, Cornacchia, Cornacchio, Graechia :
in Spanish, Coragia: in Gesman, [Craé, whence the English
name, :
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very fond, and are so dexterous as to pierce
them, and carry them on the point of the bill
to their young. The consumption is prodigious ;
and though they are not the most sangainary of
the rapacious tribe, we may reckon them the
most destructive. Tortunately, they are mot
numerous; we should hardly find two dozen of
airs in a forest of five or six miles compass in
the environs of Paris.
During winter they live with the Rooks and
Hooded Crows, and nearly in the same way. In
this season, numerous flights of all sorts of
Crows assemble about our dwellings, keeping
constantly on the ground, sauntering among our
flocks and shepherds, hovering near th.e tracks
of our labourers, and sometimes hopping upon
the backs of hogs and sheep, with such fami-
liarity, that they might be taken for tame do-
mestic birds. ¢ At night they. retire into the
forests to lodge on the large trees, which they
seern to choose as the general rendezyous, whi-
ther they resort from every quarter, sometimes
from the distance of three miles all round, and
whence they again sally out in the morning in
quest of subsisterice. ;
But this mode of life, which is common to the
three species of Crows, is not equally suited to
them all; for the Hooded Crows and the Car-
rion Crows become excessively fat, while the
Rooks continue always lean. But this is not
the only difference that subsists; towards the
end of winter, which is the season of their
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amours, the Rooks remove into other climates,
while the Carrion Crows, which disappear at
the same time in the plains, make only a partial
flitting, and retire info the next large forests, .
where they dissolve the general society to form
new connections more endearing and more in-
timate. - They form into pairs, and seem to
divide their territory into districts of about a
quarter of a league in diameter, each of which
maintains its separate family *. It is said that
this connection subsists inviolate during the
rest of their life; and it is even alleged that if
one of the couple happen to die, the survivor
will never enter into another uniomn. ,

The female is distingnished by her plumage,
which is of inferior lustre. She lays five or six
eggs, and sits about six weeks, during which
time the male supplies her with food. |

I had an opportunity of examining a nest of
a Crow which was brought to mein the begin-
ning of July. It was found in an oak eight
feet high, in a wood planted on a Little hill,
where were other oaks larger. T... .cstweighed
two or three pounds; it was formed on the
outside with small branches and thorns rudely
interwoven, and plaistered with earth and horse-
dung; theinside was softer, and lined carefully
~wvith fibrous roots. I found in it six young
already hatched, all alive, though they had

that Ravens

# This has perhaps given oeeasion to say,
s these are

~expel their young from their district, as soon a
able to fly.



§49 PHl; CABBION CROW.

eaten nothing for twenty-four hours ; their eyes
were not open®; and no plumage was to be seen
on'them except the point of the wing-quills;
their ﬂesh was a mixture of yellow and black ;
the tip of the bill and their nails yellow ; the
edges of themouth @ duty white, and the rest
of the bill and feet reddish. ;
When a bustard or kestril® approaches the
nest, thc parents unite to attack them, and
dart with such fury that they often kill them,
bpbﬂlllo the skull with their hills. They also
fight with the shrikes: but these, though
smallex, ate so bold as often to provie vieto-
rious, drive th-cm from the nest, and plunder the
young. : i
::fThe: anc1en’cq dSSGlf that  the mes as well
as the Ravens ave watehful of their young
after the period of their flight{. This seems
to be probable, and' I should suppose that they
do mot separate from their parents the first -
year; for these birds readily associate with
strangers, and is it not natural to suppose that
the society *  his formed in the same family
will continue to subsist till interrupted by thc
breeding season ? :
Like thc Raven, the Crow can be taught to
prattle; it 1s also ommivorous; insects, worms,
birds’ eggs, fish, grain, fruits, every thing, in
short, is suited to it, &t breaks nuts by dropping

* See Aristotle de Generatione, lib, iv, 6.
+ Aristotle, Hist, Anim. Iib, vi. 6.

&
0



THE CARRION- CROW. 43
them from a height*; it visits snares and gins,
and shares the plunder. It even attacks sma]i
game when exhausted or wounded, which in
some countries has made it be bred for fal-
conry{; butin its turn it becomes the prey ef'a
more powerful. enemy, such as the kite, the
cagle, owl, &c.

Its weight is ten or twelve ounces; it has
twelve tail feathers, all equal, and twenty in
each wing, ot which the first is the shortest
and the fourth the longest ; its wings spread
three feet; theaperture of the nostuls is round,
covered with a sort of bristles projecting for-
ward ; it has some hlack specks round the eye-
lids; the outer toe of each foot is united to that
of - the middle at the first joint; the tdngue is
forked and slender; the ventricle somewhat
muscular; the intestines rolled: into a great
number of circumvolitions; the ¢@ea half an
mch long; the gall-bladder large, and commu-
nicating with the intestinal tube by a double
duet§, Lastly, the bottom of the feathers, that

* Pliny, Iib. x. 12,

+ The nobility aniong the Tarks keep sp&rmw hawks,
sacres, faleons, &c. for the chase; others of inferior quality
lieep Grey and Black Crows, which they paint with ditferent
colowrs, carry upon their right hand, and call back by the
sound houb, Aoub, frequently repeated.—Fillamont, p. 677;
and the Foyage to Bender by the Checalier Bellewille, p. 232,

t < I myself saw a kite in the middle of winter plucking &
crow near the highwav,'—Klein, Ordo Avium,p 177,

% § Willughby.
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is, the part which is concealed, is of a deep ash-
colour..

As this bird is exceedingly cunning, hasan
acute scent, and flies commonly in large flocks,
it is difficult to come near it, and hardly pos-
sible to decoy it into snares. Some, however,
are caught by imitating the screech of the Qi'x%l_,:
and placing lime-twigs on the high branches;
or it is drawn within gun-shot by means of an
eagle owl, or such other nocturnal bird, raised
on perches in an open spot. They are de-
stroyed by throwing to them garden beans, of
which they are very fond, and in which rusty
needles have been concealed: but the most
singular mode of catching them illustrates
the nature of the bird, which I shall for that
reason relate.

A Carrion Crow is fastened alive on its back
firmly to the ground, by means of a brace on
each side at the origin of the wings. In this
painful posture the animal struggles and
-screams ; the rest of its species flock to its cries
from all quarters, with the intention, as it were,
to afford relief. But the prisoner, grasping at
every thing within reach to extricate himself
from his situation, seizes with his bill and claws,
which are left at liberty, all that come near him,
and thus delivers them a prey to the bird-
catcher *. ' They are also cauglt with cones of
paper baited with raw flesh; as the Crow intro--

# Gesner,

B



/

v

THE CARRION CL

duces his head to deveur-the \
near the bottom, the pape, beiu

with birdlime, sticks to the feathdrs o,

and he remains hooded, unable dtf‘

this bandage, which covers his ex

betakes to flight, rises almost i)i

into the air, the better to avoid str :

any thing, till, quite exhausted, hs sin.
always near the spot from which he me¢

In general, though the flight of the Ca
- Crows be neither easy nor rapid, they mounticy
a very great height, where they support them-
selveslong, and whirl much. :

_ This species has, like the Raven, varieties of
white¥, and of white mixed with black 1, but
which have the same instincts.

Frisch says that he once saw a flock of swal-

‘lows trayelling with a troop of variegated
Crows in the same direction. H¢ adds, that these
pass the summer on the coasts of the ocean, sub-
sisting on what the waves cast ashore; that
in autumn they migrate to the south, never in
large bodies, but in small divisions, at cer-
tain intervals from each other; in which cir-
cumstance they resemble the Black Commen
Crows, of which they seem tobe only a perma-
nent variety f.

* Scliwenckfeld and Salerne.—Briss adds, that they have
also the bill, the feet, and the nails, white, AR

4 Frisch. :

1 The white variety of Crow is found i France, Tceland, and
Siberia : Pallas mentions a €row quite vhite, which was killed

o
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_A)rob:hle/ﬂ{at the Crows of the
Aiationai by Franeis Pyrard, are of
nd; since that traveller, who saw
stinetly, remarks 10 difference.
. jwever, to- be more familiar and
Surs; for they entered houses to
- litever suited them, and ‘often the -

of 2 man did not discompose thent:
1 traveller says, that these Inf"'e_li‘—an €rows,. .
. they can get into a chamber,"‘deli‘g’ht'- Th
(_M;Eﬁ;l.gﬁ'ﬂall‘ the mischievous tricks that are as-
cribed to monkeys; derange the furniture, and
tear it with their bills, overturn lamps, ink-

stands, &c. ® A

Lastly, according to Dampier, there are in
New Holland and New Guinea { many Carrion
Crows, which . jesemble owrs. There are also
some in New_]}lfitaill; but it would seem, that
though there are many in France, England,
and part of Cermany 1, they are scarce in
the: north of Lurope. Klein mentions that
they are rare in Prussia. They must be very un-

* at Saraisk, and another marked with white spots, at' Proudy,
% We

in Siberia.

* Voyage d Orient. (0 Pere Philippe de la Trinité, p- 379,

“ According to thisnavigator the New Guinea Crows differ
from ours only by thecolour of their feathers, of which all
that appedrs is black,out the gronnd white.

t Page du Pratz.—Their flesh is more palatable, he says,
than in France, becaise they do net feed upon filth, being
hindered by the Caras70s, 2 kind of American vultures.

e
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THE ROOK*#

Tars bird is of an intermediate size between
the Raven and the Carrion Crow, and it has a
deeper cry than them. What distinguishes it the

most is a naked white skin, scalyand sometimes -

scabby, that encircles the base of the bill, instead
of those black projecting feathers, which m
the other species of Crows extend as far as the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus FrRuGiLEGUS. - C. ater, fronte cinerascente, cauda
subrotundata.—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p.152. No. 5.

Corvus FRUGILEGUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 366.

Cornix NiGRA FRUGILEGA.—Rait Synn. p. 83. A. 3.—
Will. p. 84. t. 18.

CorNix FRUGILEGA.—Bpis, ii. p.16. 3. -

LE FrREUX ou la FRAYONNE—Buf. PL Enl. 484.—Buf.
par Sonn. xliv. p. 91. pl.72. f. 2. :
Rook.—Br. Zool. ii. '76.—d4rct. Zool. ii. p. 250. A.—WVill.
(Angl) p.123.—Latk. Syn. i. 372. 4.—Id. Sup. p. 76—

Bew. Birds, 1. p. 74. :

HABITAT
in Europa et occidentali Sibiria; in Anglia satis frequens:

gregatim volans, et nidificans in excelsis arboribus. w.

1 In Greek, Tweguonoyor, or seed gatherer; which is also the
meaning of the Latin name, Frugilegza: in German, Roeck ;
whence the English name and the Swedish Roka : in Dutch,
Koore-Kracy : in Polish, Gawron.

;
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aperture of the nostrils. Its belly is not so thick
or strong, and seems, as it were, rasped. These
differences, apparently so superficial, imply
more radical distinctions.

The peculiarities of the Rook result from its
mode of life. It feeds upon grain, roots, and
worms ; and as, in search of its proper subsist-
ence, it scratches deep in the ground with its

“bill, which in time becomes rough, the feathers

at the base are worn off by the continual rub-
bing *. However, the straggling feathers are
perceived there; a sufficient proof that the bird
is not naturally bald.

The appetite of the Rook isconfined to grain,
worms, and insects; it never prowls in the ken-
nel, nor eats any sort of flesh; it has also the
muscular ventricle and the broad intestines of
the granivorous tribe.

These birds fly in numerous flocks, which

* Daubenton the younger, keeper and demonstrator of the
cabinet of natural history, made an observation lately in a
jaunt to the country, which relates to the present subject.
This naturalist, to whom ornithology already owes so much,
saw at a distance, in a field entirely uncultivated, six Crows,
of which he could not distinguish the species, which seemed
very busy lifting and turning over the stones that were scat-
tered here and there, to get the worms and insects lodged
under them. They went so briskly to work, that they made
the smaller stones spring two or three feet. If this singular
exercise, which no person before has attributed to the Crows,
be familiaz to the Rooks, it will afford another reason for t.hg
wearing and dropping of the feathers that encircle the b{ase
of their bill. In that case the name Turastone, now applied

_ toa single species of bird, might becoxile generic.

VOL. IIL SB %5
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are sometimes sO immense as to darken the air; .
We may conceive what havoc these hordes
of reapers will commit on newly-sown fields,

or on crops nearly ripe: accordingly, in some
countries, government has interfered *. The
British Zoology vindicates them from the asper-
sion, asserting that they do more good than
harm, by destroying the caterpillars that gnaw
the toots of the useful plants, and blast the
honest labours of the husbandman. It would
require 4 calculation to decide the peint.

But not only the Rooks fly in flocks, they
also mestle in company,. as it were, with those
of their own species; and their society 1s very
clamorous, especially when they have young.
Ten or twelve nests are sometimes found on
the same tree, and a great number of trees
thus furnished occur in the sameforest, or rather
in the same district{. They seek not retire-
ment and solitude, but rather prefer settling
near our dwellings. Schwenckfeld observes,
that they commonly prefer the large  trees
planted round cemeteties ; because perhaps these
are frequented spots, or afford worms in greater
plenty ; for we cannot suppose that they are at-
tracted by the scent of the dead bodies, since we
have already said that they will not touch flesh.
Frisch asserts, that if, in the breeding season, @
person goes under the tree on which they are

* Aldrovandus. 3
== {/Esch.
@

/
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thus settled, he will instantly be deluged with
their excrements. :

One circumstance will appear singular, though
very like to what happens every day among
animals of a different species, When a pair are
employed in constructing their nest, one must
be left to guard it, while the other is procuring
the suitable materials; without this precaution,
it is alleged, the nest would in an instant be
completely pillaged by the other Rooks which
are settled on the same tree, each carrying off
a sprig to its own dwelling.

These birds begin to bmld their nest in the
month of Mareh, at least in England *. They
lay four or five eggs, smaller than those of the
Raven, but marked with broader spots,especially
at the large end. Itis said that the male and
female sit by turns. When the young are
_ hatched, and able to eat, they disgorge their
food, which they keep in reserve in their craw,
or rather in a sort of bag formed by the dilata-
tion of the esophagus f.

I find in the British Zoology, that after their
hatch is over, they leave the trees where they
nestled; and that they return not again till the
month of August, and only beom to repair ot
rebuild their nests in October 1 This would
shew that they continue almost the whole year

# British Zoology i T Willughby.
1 It is said that the herons take advautage of their absence,
to lay and hatch in their nests.—4ldrovandus.

E 2
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in England; but in France, in Silesia, and in
many other countries, they are undoubtedly
‘birds of passage, if we except a few; the only
difference is, that in France they announce the
winter, while in Silesia they are the forerunners
of the summer *. =

The Rook is an inhabitant of Europe accord-
ing to Linnzus ; but it would appear that there
are some exceptions, since Aldrovandus is of
opinion that there are none in Italy.

It is said that the young ones are good eating,
and that even the old ones are tolerable food
when fat, but this is very rare. Country peo-
ple have less aversion to their ﬂ_esh, knowingthat
they subsist not on carcases, like the Ravens and
the Carrion Crows f.

* See Schuenchfeld, p. 243.—At Baume-la-Roche, which is
a village of Burgundy, a few leagues from Dijon, surrcunded
with mountains and craggy rocks, and where the air is sensibly
colder than at Dijon, I saw repeatedly in summer, a flock of
Rooks which had lodged and nestled above a century, 1 am
assured, in the holes of rocks facing the south-west, and
where it would be very difficult to get at their nests, and not
without being let down by cords. These Rooks were so fa-
miliar, that they ventured to steal the reapers’ luncheons :
they disappeared about the end of summer, a couple of months
only after which, they returned to their usual haunt. For
these two or three years past they have not been seen, and
their place was immediately occupied by the Hooded Crows.

+ The Rooks are remarked to fly chiefly in the morning
and the evening, The eruce of the dor-beetle (Scarabeus
melolantha, LINN.) are what they search for in the ground.
They are not only commen in Deamark, but are found also
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in Russia and Biberia. Pallas, during his travels in the north
of Russia, frequently met with Rooks in the mountains near
the banks of the Jenissy. Although they were common, it
was very difficult to get mear them, since they flew very

high, and always perched on the summits of the most elevated
rocks, W
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THE HOODED CROW*

Turs bird is easily distinguished from the
Carrion Crow and the Rook by the colours of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Cornrx. C. cinerascens, capite jugule alis cau-
daque nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 133. No. 7.

Corvus CorNrx.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 366.

CornNTx CINEREA,— Bris.ii. p. 19 4.—Raii Syn.p.39.A 4.
—Will. p. 84. t.18. & 77.

LA CORNEILLE MANTELE'E —l‘uf PL Eni 76.—Buff.
par Sonn_ xliv. p. 100, pl. 73. f.

RovsTtoN CroOw+.—/l. (Angl. ) p- 124. £.18. 77,

Hoopep Crow.—Br. Zool i. No. 71 —drct. Zool. ii.
p.251. D.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 874. 5—1d. Sup. p.77 —Bew.
Birds, i. p.72. > :

HABITAT

in Furopa, Asia; magnitudine C. Frugilegi.—22 pollices
longus. ; Ww.

+ This species seems to have been unknown to the ancient
Greeks and Romans. The moderns have given it the Latin
appellations, Corniz Cinerea, Varia, Hyberna, Sylvestris ; Cor-
vus Semi-cinerews : in Italian, Mulacchia or Monacchia : in
-Swedish, Kraoka : in Polish, Frona: in German, Holzkrae,
Schiltkrae, Nebelkrae, Bundtekrae, Punterkrae, Winterkrae,
Asskrae, Grauckrae, (i. e. Wood Crow, Shield Crow, Navd
Crow, Pied Crow, Punctured Crow, Winter Crow, Ash Crow,
Grey Crow).
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its plumage. Its head, tail, and wings are of a
fine black, with blueishi reflections ; it is mark-
ed with a sort of scapulary of a greyish white,
which extends both ways, from the shoulders to
the extremity of the body. On account of this
appearance, it has been called, by the Italians,
Monacchia, or Nun, and Mantled Crow by the
French *, 3 :

It associates in numerous flocks, like the
Rook, and perhaps is still more familiar with
man, preferring, especially in winter, the vici-
nity of our farms and hamlets, and picking up
its food in the kennels and dunghills, &c.

Like the Rook also, the Hooded Crows change
their abode twice a-year, and may perhaps be
considered as birds of passage; for weannually
perceive immense flocks arrive near the middle
of autumn, and depart about the beginning of
spring, shaping their course towards the north ;
but we are uncertain where they stop. Most
authors assert, that they pass the summer on the
Jofty mountains {, and build their nests in the
pines or firs; it must thercfore be on mountains
uninhabited and little known, as in those of the -
Shetland 1sles, where they are actually said to
breed 1. In Sweden, also §, they nestle in the

¥ The name Honded Crowis common in Scotland.—Sibbald.
: ’f“Aldmlvandus, Sehwenckfeld, and Belon. -
1 Bitish Zovlagy.—The authors of that work add, that it
~ i the only species of Crow found in those islands.
i § Fagqa Suecica.
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woods, especially among the alders, and lay com-
monly four eggs; but they never settle in the
mountains of Switzerland, of Italy * &c.
Though, according to most naturalists, it
~ lives on every sort of food, worms, insects, fish f,
and even putrid flesh, and, above all, on the
products of milk f; and though these facts
would rank it among the ommnivorous tribe,
yet as seeds of various kinds, mixed with small
stones, are found in the stomach§, we may -
infer that they are the nearest allied to the
granivorous species ; and this is another trait
in their character common to the Rook. " In
other respects, they resemble much the Carrion
Crow; they have mearly the same size, the
same port, the same cry, and the same flight;
the structure of their tail, wings, bill, and feet ;
the disposition of their internal parts is ex-
actly the same||; and if any difference can be
perceived, they incline to the nature of the
Rook. They often associate together, and nestle
on the trees 9; both lay four or five eggs, eat

*# Aldrovandus. : :

-+ Frisch says, that they are expert at picking fish-bones,
and that when water is let out from pools, they quickly
perceive the fish that are left iu the pool, and lose no time in
catching them. It is easy, therefore, to perceive that the
Hooded Crows may often frequent the sides of water;
but .this was no sufficient reason for terming them aquatic or
marine erows. :

1 Aldrovandus, § Gesner and Ray. || Willughby.

91 Frisch remarks, that they place their nest sometimes on
the tops of trees, and sometimes on the lower branches s

.
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those of small birds, and sometimes devour the
helpless animals themselves.

Analogies so striking to the Carrion Crow
and the Rook would lead us to suspect that the
Hooded Crow is only the hybridous offspring
of these two species. If it were only a variety
of the Carrion Crow, why does it fly in flocks,
and shift its abode twice a-year*? or, if it were
merely a variety of the Rook, whence those
numerous relations which it bears to the Carrion
Crow? But this double resemblance will be
easily explained, if we admit it to be a cross-
breed, participating of the qualities of both.
This opinion would appear plausible to philo-
sophers who. are accustomed to trace physical
analogies; but it derives additional probability
from the consideration that the Hooded Crow
is a new family, entirely unknown to the an-
cients. '

Frisch says, that the Hooded Crow has two
cries; the one hollow and well-known, the

which would imply, that they sometimes breed in Germany.
I have lately ascertained that they nestle sometimes in France, .
and particularly in Burgundy. A flight of these Crows has
resided constantly, for two or three years past, at Baume-la-
Roche, i certain holes of rocks, possessed above a century
by Rooks. Oune year, these Rocks not having returned, a
flock of fifteen or twenty Hooded Crows immediately occu-
pied their scite, have since had two hatches, and are at preseat
(26th May, 1773) engaged with a third. This is another ana-
logous featnre of the two species.

*# « The Raven and Crow are always seen, and never miv

grate or abscond.” —4rist. Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 23.
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other shrill and somewhat resembling the crow-
ing of a cock. He adds, that it 1s ardentlj at-
tdched to its young, and that, if' the tree on
which its nest is bullt be cut down, it will fall
with it, rather than abandon its offspring *.

Linnzus seems to apply to this bird what is
said in the British Zoology with respect to the
Rook, that it is useful in destroying destructive
insects. But do they not themselves destroy
more grain than the insects which they extir-

ate? In many parts of Germany, a puce is
set on their head .

They are caught in the same snares as are the
other Crows. They are found in all the .coun-
tries of Europe, but at different times. Their
flesh has a strong smell, and is little used except
by the lower sort of people.

I know not for what reason Klein ranged the
Hoexototot!, or the Willow Bird of Feld'mdez,
among the Crows, unless on the assertion of
Seba, who, describing this bird as the same
with that mentioned by Fernandez, makes it as
Jarge as an ordinary pigeon, while Fernandez,
in the very place quoted by Seba, says that the
Hoezotototl is a small bird of the size of a spar-
row, having the song of the goldfinch, and

* A similar story is told by White, in his Nalural sttory
and Antiquities of Selborne. A pair of Ravens had, for a couse
of years, been acenstomed to breed in an aneient oak ; the =
tree was cut down in the month of February, when the birds

were sitting, and the dam was crushed b\ the fall,
} Frisch,
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being good eating *.  This 1s not much like a
Crow; and such mistakes, which are so pregnant
in Seba’s work, must only throw confusion inta
the nomenclature of natural history 1.

* The Crows must be widely scattered, since they appear
in the beautiful series of birds which Sonnerat has brought
from India, the Molucca islands, and the land of the
Paponx. The individual mentioned in the text came from
the Philippines.

+ Sonnini says, that this bird, as well as the Crow and the
Raven, will make very good broth. W.

{ ¢ Itis a bird of passage in Great Britain, appearing in the
begiuning of winter, and returning with the woodcocks, It
is found as far north as the Feroe islands and Lapmark,
where it continues the whole year, but chiefly on the sea-coast,
subgisting on shellfish. Its toes are very broad and flat,
which enables it to walk on marshy grounds.” M.



FOREIGN BIRDS .

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE CROWS.

1.
THE SENEGAL CROW#*.

To judge of this from its shape and colours,
which is all.#hat we know of it, we should sup-
pose it most analogous to the Hooded Crow,
and differing only because its white scapulary
is not so much extended. Some distinctions
are also perceived in the length of its wings, the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus DAUURIcUS. C. ater, nucha canescente, cervice
pectoreque albis.—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 164. No. 8,

Corvus DAUURICDS. —Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 367, ’

CoRrvUSs SCAPULARIS,— Daud, Orpith. t, 2. p. 232.

La CorNEILLE du SENEGAL.—Buff. Pl Enl. 327.—Buff.
par Somn. xliv. p. 110.

WHITE-BREASTED CROW,—Latk. Syn. 1. p. 376. 6. t. 15.

HABITAT

in Africa, Asia.—12 pollices longus. W.
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shape of its bill, and the colour of its feet. I¢
is a new species, and little known *

* This bird is described in Pallas’s Travels.—It is of the
size of the Jackdaw, being twelve inches: long. It arrives in
numerous flocks early in the spring, in the neighbourhood of

Lake Baikal, from China and the southern parts of the Mogul
Empire.

IL.
THE JAMAICA CROW *,

This foreign Crow seems to be modelled from
ours, only its tail and feet are smaller; its plu- .
mage is black, like that of the Carrion Crow.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus JamaiceNsis. C. toto corpore artubusque nigris,
-—Lath, Tnd. Ora. i p. 154. No.10.

- Corvus JaMAICENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 367.

CORNIX JAMAICENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 22. 5.

CorNix N1GRA GARRULA.—Rai Syu. p- 181. 9.—Sloan,
Jam. p. 298. 18.

LA CorNEILLE de la JAMAKQDh —Buff. par Sonn. xliv.
p. 118.

CHATTERING CROW.—Lath. Syn 1.p.377. 8

HABITAT

in Jamaica: montosis,—18 pollices longus.
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-

I its stomach are found red berries, grain, and
caterpillars ; which shews that its ordinary food
is the same with that of our Rook and our
Hooded Crow. Its ventricle is muscular, and
lined in the imside with a very strong coat.
This bird abounds in the southern part of the
island, and never leaves the mountains, in which
respect it resembles our Raven.

Klein characterises this species by the large-

" ness of its nostrils ; but Dr. Sloane, whom he

quotes, says only that they are moderately
large.

It is obvious that it belongs to the Crows ;
but it would be difficult to refer it to any one
species, since it unites the qualities proper to
each, and differs from them all by its continual
chattering,

e
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THE JACKDA;stsr.'

Taesk birds are nea.rly related to the Crows H
to institute a compdnson between them would
therefore throw light on the history of both.
As thqro are three speues of Crows—the

CoRvVUS MONEDULA.

cans, occipite incano,
fronte alis caudague

Ind. Ora. i."p. 154,

Kaw - mFlemlsh Gae_yy, i m
- Turkish, Tschauka, : 5
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black (the Carrion Crow), the cinereous (the
Hooded Crow),and the bald (the Rook) ; sothere
are three corresponding ones among the Jack-
daws—a black one (the Daw, properly so called),
a cinereous fhe Chough), and a bald. The only
difference is, that the last is of America, and
has little black in its plumage. In general the
Jackdaws are smaller than the CIO\VS their cry,
at least that of the two, Eulopnan species, the
only kinds known to us, is shriller, and has
mnfluence in the forming of their names; such
as Choucas, Graccus, Kaw, Kae, &c. But it
appears that they have more than one inflexion
of voice ; for I am assured that they sometimes
call out tian, tian, tian.

They live upon insects, grain, fruits, and
even flesh, though very rarely; but they will
not touch filth, nor do they haunt the coasts to
pick up the dead fish and other carcases that are
cast ashore by the sea®*. 1In this circumstance
they resemble more the Rook, and even the
Hooded Crow, than the Carrien €row; but
they approach the latter by thie habit of search-
ing and hunting for partridge-eggs, of which
they destroy great numbers.

They fly in large flocks, like the Rooks ; like
these, too, ;hev form a sort of cantonments,
which are even more numerous, consisting of a
multitude of nests crowded upon one another,
ina large tree, in a belfry, or in the ruins of an

E =

AIdmvandus
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old deserted castle®. The male and female,when
once paired, remaiu a long time steadily united.
When the genial season returns, which awakens
the sensibility of the animal frame, they eagerly
court each other’s society, and prattle incessant-
ly ; they toy and kiss, till they are worked up to
a fury which can no longer be satisfied with the
calmer joys: nor do they omit these prelimi-
naries when reduced to the state of captivity 1.
After fecundation, the female lays five or six
eggs, marked with a few brown spots on a
greenish ground; and, after the young are
hatched, she watches, feeds, and rears them
with an affection which the male is eager to
share. In this respect the Jackdaw resembles
the Crows, especially the common sort: but
Charletor and Schwenckfeld assert that it has
two hatches in the vear; which has never been
affirmed of any of the Crows, though it well cor-
responds to the order of nature, the small species
being always the most prolific.

The Jackdaws are birds of passage, though
they are not so well entitled to that appellation
as the Rooks and HOQdC_d Crows, since a num-
ber of them contimie in the country through
the summer. The towers of Vincennes are at
every season stocked with them, and so are all
old buildings which afford the same conve-
nience and shelter; but in France there are al-

* Belon, Aldrovandus, and Willughby. They prefer the
holes of trees to the branches.

1 Aristotle, de Generatione, lib. iii. 6. -

YOL. III. F
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ways fewer in summer than in winter®*. Those
which migrate, form themselves into great. bo-
dies, like the Rooks and the Hooded Crows;
sometimes they join the same army, and conti-
nually chatter as they fly : yet they keep not the
same periods in France as in Germany ; for they
Jeave Germany in autumn with their young,
and appear not again till the spring, after hay- -
ing wintered with us; and Fl‘%SC11 was right in
maintaining that they do not hatch during their
absence, since neither the Jackdaws nor other
birds breed in winter.

With respect tostheir internal structure, I
shall only observe that they have a muscular
ventricle, and near its superior orifice a dilatation
of the cesophagus, which serves in plage of a
crop, as in the Crows, but that the gall-bladder
is more elongated.-

They can be easily tamed and taught to speak.
They seem fond of the domestic state; but they

* Sonnini makes a singular remark respecting the choice
these birds make of particular situations to nestle in. He
observes, that the fine church of St. Nicholas in Lorraine is
at all times covered with Jackdaws; but that it is not easy
to account for their preference ef churches before other
buildings, which appear te be equally convenient, Iu France,
for example, the Jackdaws build their nests in the towers of
the churches at Rouen and Mans, whilst they are never seen
on the towers of Orleans, of Tours, or of Angers, although
they are built nearly on the same plan. At Issoudun there
are also abundance, but none on the tower of Bourges, which
is only seven leagues distant, and of a height and capacity to
all appearance favourable, - W,
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are faithless servants, concealing the food which
they cannot consume, and secreting bits of
money and jewels.

To complete the history of the J ackdaws, we
have only to compare together the two kinds
which are natives of Europe and afterwards
subjoin, as usual, the forelcrn specxes and va-
rieties.
~ The Commox Jackpaw® is of the size of
a pigeon; its iris is whitish, it has some white
streaks under its throat, some dots of the same
colour round its nostrils, and some of an ash
colour on the hind part of the head and neck ;
the rest is entirely black, whichis deeper, how-
ever, on the upper parts, and glossed sometimes
with violet, sometimes with green.

The Croveut differs from the preceding,
in being rather smaller, and perhaps less com-
mon; its iris 1s blueish, as in the Rooks; the
prevailing colour of its plumage is black, with-
out any cinereous mixture, and small white
points are observed round its eyes. Butin every
* other respect they are exactly alike, and there
is no reason to doubt that they belong to the
same species, and would breed together. —~

We need not be surprised that birds so nearly
related to the Crows, should present the same

* Choucas.—Buff.

~ + Chouc.—Buff. This is the Monedula Nigra of Brisson,
which Linnzus makes to be a variety of the Common Jack-

daw, Corrus Monedula.

F 2
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varieties. Aldrovandus saw in Italy a Jackdaw
with a white collar; this is probably the same
with what is found in many parts of Switzer-
land, and which for this reason the English call
the Helvetian Daw *.

Schwenckfeld had occasion to see a white
Daw, with a yellowish bill. These white Daws
are more common in Norway and the cold coun-
tries ; in the temperate climates even, as in Po-
land, a small white Daw is sometimes found in
the nest of the Black Daws or Choughs : in this
case the colour of the plumage does not de-
pend on the influence of climate, but arises from
2 natural defect ; in the same way as white Ra-
‘vens are bred in France, and white negroes born
in Africa.

Schwenckfeld speaks: 1st, of a variegated
Daw, which resembles the true Jackdaw, except
that its wings are white, and its bill hooked.
o. Another Daw, which is very rare, and differs
from the commen kind in its being crossed .

* The Monedula Torquata of Brisson, which Linnzua re-
gards as a variety. The Collared Jackdaw of Latham. :

+ Rzacynzki.

11 had this year, in my court-yard, four tufted hens, of
a Flemish breed, which had the bill crossed ; the upper man-
dible was very hooked, and at least as much so as in the
cross-bill itself; the lower was almost straight. These
hens could not feed on the ground so well as others: it
was necessary that grain should be laid of a considerable
thickness.
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But these are, perhaps, individual varieties, or
monstrous productions. [A]

[A] The J ackdaw weighs nine ounces ; its length thirteen
inches, and its breadth twenty-eight. Tt is found as far north
as Sondmor, and sometimes in the Feroe islands: it leaves
Smoland and East Gothland immediately after harvest, and
returns in the spring with the stares,—Mr, White, in his Na-
tural History of Selborne, relates a singular fact: That, ina
neighbouring warren, the Daws sometimes breed under ground
in the rabbit-burrows.,
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coraxr, W]nch

PLINY calls- this blrd Pyrr.
desgription.

name alone includes an abrid
Korar, which - signifies )
blackness of its plumage,
of its species ; and p_ynl
orange, denores the g!k

by Gesner, an ‘
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: gl
CoRVUS PYRRHOCORAX.
pedibus nigris.— Lath. Tnd.
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ALPINE CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 381. 11 ;S

HABITAT
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: t In Swiss, dlpkachtel, Wildtul (Alp-kae, Wild-Daw) : in
Ggrman, Bergdol Aiprapp (Mountain-Daw, Alp-Raven).

in Alpibus Helvetices.—15 pollices longns.
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sometimes yellow, and others relate that they
are yellow in winter and red in summer. These
yellow feet &nd bill, which last is smaller than
that of the Jackdaw, have made it be taken for
the Blackbird, and termed the Great Alpine
Blackbird. But if we draw a comparisdh, we
shall find that it approaches much nearer to the
Jackdaws, by the size of its body, the length of
its wings, and even the shape of its bill, though
slenderer, and by its nostrils being covered with
feathers, which are thinner, indeed, than in the
Jackdaws. S
- In the article of the Red-legged Crow, or
Cornish Chough, I have stated the difference
between these two birds; which Belon, and
some others who have not seen them, have con-
founded together. :

Pliny believed the Pyrrhocoraz to be of the
Alps*; but Gesner, who has accurately pointed
out the distinction between it and the Red-
legged Crow, says, that in certain parts of the
~country of the Grisons, this bird does not ap-
pear in winter ; and in other parts that it is seen
nearly the whole year, but that its favourite re-
sidence, where it settles in numerous flocks, is
the summit of lofty mountains. These facts
restrict somewhat the opinion of Pliny, but at
the same time they confirm it. :

The Alpine Daw is of a middle size, be-
tween the Jackdaw and the Carrion Crow:

* Hist. Na,t.’ Lib. x. 48.
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its bill is smaller, and more arched than either;
its ery is shriller, and more plaintive than the
Jackdaw, and by ne means agreeable *

It lives chiefly upon grain, and is very de-
structive ameng the crops; its flesh 1s very in-
different eating.  The inhabitants of the moun-
tains draw meteorological predictions from its
manner of flying; if it rises aloft, they lay
their account for cold; if'it keep near the sur-
face, they expect mild weather.

d Schwenci{fcld says, that the Pyrrhecorar, which he ferms
also the Night Crow, is neisy, especially during the nighg,
and seldom appears in the day; but I am not certain ii
Schwenckfeld means the same bird as [ do, by that name,
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FOREIGN BIRDS
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE JACKDAWS.
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THE MUSTACHIO DAW %
e

Trars bird, which is a native of the Cape of
Good Hope, is nearly the size of the Blackbird ;
its plumage is of a glossy black, like the
Jackdaws ; and its tail is proportionally long-
er than in any of them; all the feathers which
compose it are equal, and the wings, when
‘closed, do not extend half its length; the fourth

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus HorTENTOTTUS. C. virescenti-ater, cauda mquali,
mystacibus longiss. nis.—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 156. No. 12.

Corvus HOTTENTOTTUS—Gmel, Syst.i. p. 364.

MoneDULA CariTiS BoNE SPEL—Bris. il, p. 33.10. L. 2,
290 2 k

Le CHOUCAS Mousﬁ"Acm—:.——qu. Pl Enl. 226,—DBuff.
par Sonn. xliv. p, 142. pl. 84. £, 2.

HorreNtToT CROW.—Lath. Syn. 1. p. 380. 10,

HABITAT

_ad caput Bonz Spei.—112 pollices longus.
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.and fifth are the longest of all, reaching two
inches and a half farther than the first.

There are two circumstances to be remarked
in the exterior of this bird: 1. Thoselong and
flexible black hairs which arise from the base of
the upper mandible, and which are twice as
longas the bill ; besides many other hairs, shorter
and stiffer, and pointing forwards, and spreading
over this same base, as far as the corners of the
mouth. 2. Those long and narrow feathers m-
serted in the upper part of the neck, which play
on the back, and form a sort of mane.

EE.
THE BALD DAW #,

This singular Daw corresponds to the Rook :
the anterior part of its head is bare as in the
Rook, and its throatis only shaded with a few

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Cavvus. C. ferrugineo-fuscus subtus rufescens,
facie-ultra oculos nuda.—Lafh. Ind. Orn. i. p. 153. No. 6.

Corvus CALVUS.—Gmel. Syst_i. p. 372.

Le Craoucas CaAUVE.—Buff. PL. Enl, 521.—Buff. par Sonn.
xliii. p. 145. pl. 75. fig. 2. :

BaLp Crow.—Lath. Syn.1. p. 383. 16.

'HABITAT

in Cayanua.—13 pollices longus. Ww.

w
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straggling feathers. Its relation to the Daws
in general is marked by the length ofits wings,
the shape of its feet, its port, its bulk, and its
‘wide nostrils, which are almost round. But it
«differs because its nostrils are not covered with
feathers, and are placed in a deep cavity on
either side of the bill, and also because its bill
is broader near the base, and scalloped at the
edges. I can say nothing with respect to its
history. It has not even received a name in
any treatise’ of ornithology. Itis'a native of
Cayenne.

IIIL.
THE NEW GUINEA DAW*,,

The natural place this bird ought to occuﬁy
is between our Daws and what I call Colnud,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Novm Guinex. C. cinereus, capistro fascia per
oculos caudaque nigris, dorso postico urepygio abdomine
femoribus ecrissogque albo nigrogque fasciatis.—Lath. Ind.
Ora. i, p. 156. No. 14. '

Corvus NovE GUINEE.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 371.

LE Cuovcas de la NovveLLE GUINEE—Buf. PL Eul.
629.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 147. pl. 75. fig. 1.

NEw Guinea CRow.—Lath. Syn. i, p. 381.13.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—12 pollices longus, W,



76 FOREIGN RIRDS

It has the figure of the Daws, the grey plu-
mage of one of them, at least, on the upper part
of the body; but it is not so large, and its bill
is broader in the base, in which it resembles the
" Colnud. Tt differs from the last by the length
of its wings, which reach almost to the end of
its tail, and from the Colaud and the Daws by
the colours of the under-side of the body, which
consist of black and white stripes, that extend
to the wings, and which bears some resemblance
to those in the variegated Woodpecker.

Iv.
£ THE PAPUAN DAW*.

The prevailing colour of this bird (for we
kpow only its surface) is an ash-grey, deeper

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus PapvEensis. C. cinereo-griseus, abdomine albo,
remigibus fusco-nigricantibus, macula per ocules nigra.—
Lath, Ind. Ora, i. p. 157. No. 15.

Corvus PAPUENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 371.

LE Croucart de la NoUVELLE GUINEE.—Buff. Pl. Enl.
630.— Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 149.

Parvan Crow.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 382. 14.

FLABITAT

cum preecedente.—11 pollices longus. w.
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in the upper side, and lighter in the under,
and diluting, by degrees, almost to white under -
the belly and the parts adjacent. There are
only two exceptions to this uniformity of plu-
mage. 1. A black ring, which surrounds the
base of the bill, and extends as far as the eyes.
2. The great quills of the wings, which are of
a blacklsh brown.

In this bird the nostrils are, as in the preced-
ing, entuelv covered with white feathers ; the
bill 1s 11ea11y similar, except that the ridge of
the upper mandible is not round as in the Jack-
daws, but angular as in the Colmud. It bears
other relations also to the last, and resembles
it in the proportions of its wings, which extend
no farther than the middle of its tail; in the
smallness of its feet, and in the shortness of its
nails. In short, we cannot hesitate to place it,
as well as the preceding, between the Jagk-
daws and the Colmuds. Its length, reckoning
fmm the point of the bill to the extremity of :
the tail, is about thirteen inches.

We owe this new species, as well as the pre-
ceding, to Sonuerat.
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V.
THE CAYENNE COLNUD %

T rank this bird after the Daws, though it
differs from them in some respects, because it
is certainly more analogous to these, than to
any birds of our continent.

Like No. IL it has a very broad bill at the
base, and resembles it also in another respect,
in being bald; but this is in a different way,
the neck being almost naked and featherless.
Its head is covered from the nostrils inclusively,
with a sort of black velvet cap, consisting of
small straight feathers, short, interwoven, and
very soft-to the feel ; these are more straggling
under the neck, and much more so under the
sides and in the hind part.

- The Colnud is nearly of the size of our Jack-
-daws, and we may add that it wears their
- livery ; for its plumage is entirely black, except

* CHARACTER SPECITICUS.

Corvus Nubus. C. niger, pileo ex mollioribus plumis
contexfo, collo rarius plumis contecto.—Linn. Syst. Nat.
Gmel. i. p. 371. No. 30,

Le CoLNUD de CAYENNE.—Buff. PL Enl. 609.—Buff. par
Sonn. xliy. p. 155. pl. 76. £. 2.

BARE-NECKED CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 382, No. 15,

HABITAT
in Cayenna, W. 3
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some of the coverts and the wing - quills,
which are of a whitish grey.

. To look at the feet of the one which I ob-
served, one. would suppose that the hind-toe
was forcibly turned back ; but this is its natural
position, and it can be directed forward occa- .
sionally, as in the martins. I have even re-
marked that it is connected with a membrane
to the inmer toe in each foot. It is a new
species fiii

* The Colnud, according to Sonnini, is not a very com-
mon bird in French Guinea, which seems to be its native
eountry. Ww.

VI
THE PHILIPPINE BALICASE*+.

I cannot prevail upon myself«to give this
bird the appellation of a Daw, as Bmson has

* CHARACTER 'SPECIFICUS.

€Corvys Bavicasstus. C. virescenti-ater, cauda fomcata.
—Latk. Ind. Ora. i, p. 156. No. 13.

CoRrvus BALICASSIUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 871.

MoNEDULA PHILIPPENSIS,—Driss.ii. p-81. 9. t. 2, f. 1.

Le Crovucas des PHiLIPPINES.—DBuf. Pl Eal, 603.—
Buff. par Sonn. xliv, p. 187. pl. 76. f. 1.

PuiLippiNe Crow.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 381.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis, India ad caput Bona Spei.—10 pollices
longus. z W.
+ In the Philippines it is called Bali-Cassio.
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done ; since, from his ‘&lescription even, it ap-
pears to differ widely from them. Its wings ex-
tend only fifteen or sixteen inches, and it is
scarcely larger than a Blackbird: its bill is
thicker and longer in proportion than in any of
the European Jackdaws ; its feet slenderer, and
its tail forked; lastly, instead of the shrill
gloomy cries of the Jackdaws, it has a soft
pleasant song. Such differences would " lead
us to expect many more, when the bnd is better
known.

Its bill and feet are black ; its plumage of the
same colour, with green reflections; its colour,
at least, -is the same, therefore, with that of the
Jackdaw.
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Turs bird resembles the crow so much in *ef-
Iml appearance- fhat Lmnaus has class

Pk:l Trans. hun.,
3'7 L1

vo‘;.r 111. ; G
. 4



82 THE MAGPIE.

them under the same genus; and Belon remarks,
that if the tail of the Magpie was shortened,
and the white removed from its plumage, it,
would be really a crow. TIn fact, the Magpic
has the bill, the feet, the eyes, and the general
shape of the crows and jackdaws ; it has ‘a},‘«;ﬁo
many of stheir instincts and habits, f'f)r, it s
omnivorous, living on all sorts of fiuits, and
devouring even carrion* robbing the small
birds’ nests of the eggs and the young, and
seizing sometimes the parents, either -by an
open attack, or by surprising them while en-
snared. One has been known to fall upon a
blackbird, another to snatch a cralf, but
strangled by the closing of the claws, &c.

Its fondness for live flesh has suggested the
breeding it for falconry, like the ravemsf. It
commonly spends the warm season paired with
its female, and engaged in hatching and breed-
ing its young. In the winter it goes i flocks,
and approaches the hamlets, where it has greater
resources, which the severity of the season
renders the more necessary. 1t is easily recon-
ciled to the sight of man, soon grows familiar* -
in the house, and at last becomes master. I
knew one which passed a day and night among

* KLEIN—I saw one that ate g'ree'dily,the skin of an
.ﬁrangé} : ' P e

T ALDROVANDUS.—It occasions much disorder in the
catching of birds by calls; and daves, as it were, the fuwler
“in his hut. s

1 Frisch.
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a crew of cats, which it was shrewd enough to
command. :

It prattles nearly like the carrion crow, and
learns to imitate the cries:of animals, and even
the human voice. One is mentioned "ﬁ'hich
could exactly mimic the calf, the kid, the
sheep, and even the notes of the shepherd's
pipe: another repeated completely the flourish
of trumpets*. Willughby knew many which
could pronounce whole phrases. Margot is

‘the word conmonly given them, because they

can the most readily articulate it; and Pliny
assures us, that this bird is very fond of that
sort of imitation, is pleased with repeating the
words it has learned, studies patiently and
earnestly to recal those it has lost, is overjoyed
with the discovery, and sometimes dies of vex-
ation, if its recollection fails it, or if its tongue
refuses to pronounce a hard word . :

- The tongue of the Magpie is like that of the
raven, for the most part black. It alights on
the backs of hogs and sheep, like the jackdaw,

.

1l : N
# Plutarch relates that a Magpie, which amused itself with

imifating human discourse, the cry of animals, and the
sohnd of instruments, having one day heard a Hourish of

trumpets, became mute all of a sudden, which surprised per-

sons who had been accustomed to hear it chatter incessantly .
but they were much more surprised some time after, whem,
quite unexpectedly, it broke silence, not to repeat its usual
lesson, but to copy the. notes and modulations of the

trumpets.—PLUTARCH.

4 Hist, Nat, lib, x. 42.
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and searches after the vermin which infest these
animals; with this difference, however, that
the hog receives its civilities with complaisance;
but the sheep, no doubfymore delicate and sen-
sible, seems to dread it* It also snaps, very
dexterously, the flies and other winged insects
which come in its way.

The magpie can be caught by the same
snares, and in the same manner, with the car-
rion erow, and it is addicted to the same bad
habits of stealing and hording up provisionsf;
habits almost ever inseparable in the different
species of animals. It is imagined also to fore-
bode rain, when it chatters more than usually f.
On the other hand, many citcumstances con-
cur to separate it from the crows.

Tt is much smaller than even the jackdaw,
‘not weighing more than eight or nine ounces ;
its wings are shorter, and its tail longer in pro-
portion, and hence its flight is neither so lofty,
nor so well supported. It never undertakes
distant journeys, but only flies from tree to tree,
or from steeple to steeple. When on the
ground, it is in a continual flutter, hopping as
much as walking,’ and briskly wagging its tail.

* Salerne. ;
« 1 I have verified this fact, by scattering before a tame
Magpie pieces of money and little bits of glass. It was dis-
covered also, that they conceal their theft with such great
qare, that it was sometimes difficult to make a detection;
under the bed, for instance, or between the quilts.

t Aldrovandus,
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It shews, in general, more restlessness and ac-
tivity than the crows; itis more malicious, and
is disposed to a species of raillery ¥, The fe-
" malesaccordingly displays greater art and con-
trivance in - the comspruction of her nest;
whether because she i3 more ardent for the
male f,- and therefore. more attached to its
young, or because she is aware that many birds
of rapine are forward to plunder its eggs and its
brood, and, besides, that some of them are
prompted to retaliate. She places her nest on
the tops of the loftiest trees, or, at least, on
high bushes{, and, with the assistance of the
male, strengthens it on the outside with flexible
twigs and worked mud, and environs the whole
with a basketing of small thorny branches
closely entangled, leaving only in the thickest
and most accessible side, a small hole for enter-
ing. But, not contented with safety alone, she
secks convenience; she lines the bottom of the
nest with a sort of round mattress§, on which

# « ] once saw a Magpie flying towards a bird, which
happened to be tied to some place ; and as it was reaching to
eat a bit of flesh, the Magpie removed the morsel witli its
tail. I thence concluded that the Magpie delights in tan-
talising other birds.”—Avicenna apud Gesnerum.

+ The ancients had this idea; for, from the name of the
Magpie Kioow, they formed the verb Kizogy, to desire.

't It commenly builds in the skirts of woods or on vine-
yards,
& < The Blackbird and Magpie spread a beddmg under
their young.”—Aristotle, Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 13. I take
this opportunity to observe, that many writers have thought
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the young repose soft and warm; and though
this lining, which is the true nest, be only six
inches in diameter, the whole mass, including
the thorny embrasure, is at least twolfeet
every way. ;

But all these precautions are not sufficient to
remove her anxiety ‘and apprehensions: she is
perpetually on the watch; if she perceive a
erow toapproach, she flies immediately to meet
him, harasses him, and pursues him to a di-
stance*. If the enemy be more formidable, a
falcon for instance, or an eagle, yet will not
fear restrain; she rushes on danger with a te- .
merity which is not always crowned with suc-
cess. Her conduct must sometimes, however,
be more considerate, if we believe what is al=
leged, that when she sces a person spying her
nest with too envious an eye, she transports the
eggs to some other place, cither between her

that the Kioez of Aristotle is the same with our jay, because
the Kisoz is described to hoard up acorns, which are the
principal food of the jay; but it is admitted that this food
is common to both the jay and the Magpie ; and there are
two characters peculiar to the jay, which Aristotle could not
fail to have observed, viz. the two blue marks on the wings,
and " the sort of crest which the bird makes by occasionally
bristling the feathers on the head. Simce Aristotle is silent
on these parficulars, I conjecture that his Magpie and ours
are the same bird, and likewise the long-tailed variegated
Magpie which was new at Rome, and rare even in the {ime of
Pliny.—Lb. z. 29.
® Frisch.
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claws, or in a way still more incredible*®.
Sportsmen tell stories no less strange about her
skill in arithmetic, though her knowledo'c ex-
tends not beyond the numbel five .

She lays seven or eight eggs at each hateh,
and breeds only once a year, unless the nest be
destroyed or deranged, in which case she con-
structs another, and both parents exert them-
selves with such ardour as to complete it
in less than a day. They have afterwards a
secoud hatch, consmting of four or five eggs;
and if they be again disturbed, they will re-’
build the nest, and make a third hatch, though
still smaller than the precedingf. The eggs of
‘the Magpie are never so large, or of so deep a

* ¢« To the underside of a twig they glue two eggs with -
their excrements, and, having taken the burthen on their
neck, they transport it thus equally poised,”—Pliny, lib. z.33.

1 Sportsmen say, that if a Magpie sees a man enter a hut
built at the foot of the tree on which it breeds, it will not go
into its nest till it has perceived the man leave the hut; that
if two enter, and only one comes out, it will not be deceived
by the stratagem, but will stay till the second also comes-
out; that it will likewise distinguish three out of four, and
even four out of five, beyond which it cannet discriminate.
It would thence follow, that the Mugpie has a distinet idea
of the series of numbers, from one to five; and it must be
confessed that the glance of a man's eye is not perhaps more
accurate,

1 Something of this kind has made the stratagem be im-
puted to the Magpie, of having constantly two nests, with a
view to disappoint the birds of prey, by shifting from the
one to the other. It was for the same reason that the tyrant
Dionysius had thirty bed-chambers. :
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colour, as those of the Raven; they are marked
with brown spots, strewed on a blue-green
ground, most’ crowded about the' thick end.

. John Liebault, quoted by Salerne, is the
only one who affirms that the male and female
sit alter nately

The Magpies are hatched Blind and shnpeless,
and it is some time before they assume:their de-
stined form. The mother not only rears them
with an anxious care, but takes an interest in
them after they.are grown up. Tlheir flesh is
indifferent eating, tLOuOh it is not held in such
aversion as that of young crows.

With respect to the difierence remarked in
the plumage, I conceive it to be not absolutely -
specific ; since, among the ravens, the crows,
and the jackdaws, individuals are found varie-
gated, like the Magpie, with black and white:
we must admit, indeed, that in the former
black is the ouhnzm wJouT “as the mixture of
white and black is in the latter. But this is
not uniform; and if we examine the bird
closely, or view it in certain lights, we may
perceive shades of green, purple, and violet,
theugh not expected in a bird so little celebrat-
ed fm beduty of pll\mm‘e *. The nrale is dis-
tinguished from the female by the deeper blue
gloss on the upper part of its body, and not by
the blackness of its tongue, as some have
alleged.

* Bntish Zoology.
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The Magpie is subjeet to moult, like the
other birds; but it is observed, that the fea-
thers drop successively and by degrees, ex-
cept those on the head, which are detached
all at once, so that at the annual return of the
season it appears bald* The young ones do
not get their long tail before the second year;
and no doubt this is the time when they become
adult.

All that T can learn with respect to the dura-
tion of the life of the Magpie is, that Dr. Der-
ham kept ome twenty years, when it grew
blind with age f.\

This bird is very common in Irance, Eng-
Jand, Germany, Sweden, and in every part of
Europe, except Lapland{]; it is also rare in
mountainous countries, which shews that it
cannot support excessive cold. T shall close
this account with a short description, which
will illustrate what cannot be represented at
all, or which the figure expresses imperfectly.

It has twenty qmlls in each Wing,! the first of
which is very short, and the fourth (m(l fifch thes
Tongest ; twelve unequal quills in the tail, di-
mm]s]mw always in length, the farther they
aie from fl.e two middle ones, which are the
longes t of all : the nostrils round; the internal

# Pliny, libix. 29; £ Albin.

+ Fauna Suecica, No. 76. M. Hehert assures me, that no
Magpies are seen in the mountains of Bugey, or even at the
height of Nantua.
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eye-lids marked*with a yellow spot; the edges
of the chops beset with hairs; the tongue
blackish and forked; the intestines about
twenty-two inches long; the cacums half an
inch ; the asophagus dilated and covered with
glands at its junction with the ventricle, which
is but little muscular; the kidney oblong; and
the gall-bladder of the ordinary size*.

I have already said that there are white Mag-
pies as well as white ravens; and though the
principal cause of this change of the plumage is
the influence of northern climates, as may be
supposed of the white Magpie of Wormius ¥,
which was brought from Norway, and even
of some of those mentioned by Rzacynskit;
yet I must confess that they are sometimes
found in temperate climates ; for instance, the
one caught some years ago in Sologne, which
was entirely white, except a single black fea-
ther in the middle of its wings §; whether it
had migrated from the northern countrics te

* Willughby.

T Museum Wormianum, p. 293. It was sent me from
Norway, where two young ones of this kind were found in
the nest. 1t is evidently, from its form, a Ma;.,pie, only of a
white colour, and smaller, not b\cmnr yet full grown. s
head appears smooth.”

T ““ A white Magpie was hatched in the town of Comarn,
in the Russian palatinate. . . . . Five Magpies of the same co-
lour were seen near Viaska. In Volhinia, not fur from the

township of Olika, another was found.”—Rzacynski, Actu-
arium. p, 412, ;

4 Salerne,



THE MAGPIE. 01

France, after having undergone this change,
or was bred in France, and the change of colour
owing te some accidental cause, is a matter of
doubt. We must say the same of the white Mag-
pies that have sometimes been seen in Italy *,

Wormius remarks, that the head of his white
Magpie was smooth and bare, because he pro-
bably saw it in the moulting season ; which
confirms what I have said with regard to the
common Magpies .

Willughby saw, in the king of England’s col-
lection, Magpies of a brown or rusty colour,
which may be esteemed a second variety of the
ordinary sort.

* Gerini, Storia degli Uccelli, tom. ii. p- 41.

+ The white Magpie, that at least described by Brisson,
had not only the plumage, but also the beak, feet, and nails,
white. It had, however, some black spots near the end of the
beak. Somnini observes' that this variety, though com-
mon in the northern countries, is nevertheless very rare in
France. Mauduyt had a white Magpie in his collection,
which lived a long timé at Paris ; and he assures us that the
bird-catchers frequently offered him ‘others. W,



FOREIGN BIRDS
\WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE MAGPIE.
I.

: TI-I_E SE;NEGAL MAGPIE*

- It is somewhat less than ours; but its wings,
being proportionably longer, are nearly of the
same extent; its tail, on the contrary, is
shorter, though of the same shap(,. The bill,
the feet, and the nails, are black, as in the com-
mon Magpie, but the plumage is very different.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus SENEGALENSIS. | C. nigro-violaceus, cauda cunes
iformi, remigibus rectricibusque fuscis. ——Laz‘h Ind. Orn.
i. p. 163. No. 83.

CoRVUS SENEGALENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 344

Corvus ATER,—Gmel. Syst. i.p. 875.

Corvus Prarrc.—Doud. Orn ii. p. 239. :

PrcA SENEGALENSIS,-—Bris. ii. p. 40.2. 6. 8. f. 2.

LA Pig du SENEGAL.—Buf. PL Enl. 538. —Buff. par Sonn-
xliv. p. 1820

SENEGAL Crow.—Lath. Syn. i p. 894. 31,

HABITAT

in Senegala.—14 pollices longus. W.
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It has not a particle of white, and all the co-
lours are dull; the head; the mneck, the back,
and the breast, ave black, with violet reflections;
the quills of the tail and the great quills of the
wings are brown. All the rest is blackish, with.
different degrees of intensity.

186
THE JAMAICA MAGPIE*

This bird weighs only six ounces, and iv
abouta thirdsmaller than the common Magpie;

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

GRACULA QuUiscuLA. Gr. nigro-violacea, cauda rotun-
data.— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 191. No. 7.

GracurA QuiscuLA.—Gmel Syst. i p.397.

Proa JaMAicENSIS.—Bras. il p. 241. 3.

Mgrops NIGER IRIDE SUBARGENTEA. — Broun. Jum
P- 4'7" 15 =iy,

IzZANATL.—Raii Syn. p.7168. 21,

LA Pik de la JamarQue.—Buyf. par Some. xliv. p. 194,

BLACKBIED or MATZE-THIEF.—Kalm. Tr. (ed. dngl) i. t.
p. 291,

PurPLE GRAKLE—drct. Zool. ii. No. 163, —Latk- .Syn
ii. p. 462. 6.—Id. Sup. p. 90.

HABITAT

th Mexipo, America (3a.lidiore, Jamaica,—11% pollices longa,

S5
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which it resembles in its bill, itsfeet, 'md its

_tail.
lThe plumage of the male is black, with pur-

ple reflections ; that of the female is brown,
darker on the back and all the upper side of the
" body, and lighter under the belly.

They build their nest on the branches of
trees. They are found in evéry part of the
island, but are most numerous at a distance
from the scene of bustle. After breeding, they
quit their concealments, and in autumn_ they
spread over the settlements in such prodigious
multitudes, as sometimes fo darken the air.
" They fly thus in flocks for miles, ‘and wherever
they alight, they occasion considerable damage
to the planters. In winter, their.resource is to
crowd to the barn-doors. Such facts would
lead us to suppose that they are frugivorous;
but they have a strong smell, and their flesh
1s rank and coarse, and seldom 'eaten.

1t follows from what I have said, that this
“bird differs from our Maﬂpic, not only in its
mode ot feedmg, in its size, and in its plumage,
butisi _.Jes distinguished by its being able to
continue long on wing, by its associating in
numerous ﬂoclxs, and by the rankuness of its
flesh. 'The difference of sex is attended with a
still greater in the colours. In short, if weadd
that the common Magpie could not traverse the
immense ocean v»hlch separates. the two conti-
nents, and could not support the intense cold
-of a northern passage, we may conclude the

L4
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American Magpies to be analogous to ours, and
their representatives in the new world, but not
derived from the same common stock.

The tesquizana * of Mexico seems to bear a
great resemblance to this Jamaica Magpie;
since, according to Fernandez, its tail is very
long, and its size is inferior to that of the stare;
its plumage is of a glossy black; it flies in nu-
merous flocks, which are destructive to the cul-
tivated fields where they alight; it breeds in
the spring, and its flesh is tough and rank. In
a2 word, this bird might be considered as a sort
of stare or jackdaw ; but, if we ei‘;cept‘the plu-
mage, a jackdaw with a long tail resembles
much a magpie.

It is quite different with respect to the isanat
of Fernandez, which Brisson confounds with
the Jamaica Magpie. The bill, indeed, the
feet, and the plumage, have the same colours
in both; but the isana is larger, and its bill is
twice as long: besides, 1t prefers the coldest
parts of Mexico, and ¥ its instincts, its habits,
and its cry, it resembles the stare. It would be
difficult, I imagine, to trace these characters in
the Jamaica Magpie of Catesby; and, if it
must be referred to the same genus, it ought at

® I have formed this word by contraction for the Mexican
Tequirquiacazanatl. Fernandez calls it also Stare ‘of Sait
Marskes, and the Spaniards, Zordo (thrush). _'This bird has a
plaintive soug.—Fernandez, Hist. Avium Nove Hispaniz,
<ap. xxxiv, - = '
# f Id. cap. xxxii. He calls it Tsanafl; others Yatlaokanatl.
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least to be formed into-a separate specics.  The
authority of Fernandez, the only naturalist who
has had an opportunity of viewing the hird, is
surely of more weight than the artificial classi-
fication of .a system-maker; and that expe-
rienced observer says, thatit bore a stronger
analogy to the stare than to the Magpie. How-
ever, we may be deceived in a subject of this
kind, where our information is drawn from im-
perfect descriptions and inaccurate figures; I
shall add, that the isana has a sort of jeering

“note, common to most of the birds termed

American Magpies™*. :
* This bird is not confined to Jamaica, but imbabits the
other West-India islands, as well as New Spain, Virginia, and .-

Labrador. TItisa Dbird of passage, and makes great havoc

‘among the wheat, barley, oats, and rice. AL

IH.

THE MAGPIE or tar ANTILLES # .

Brisson has classed this bird with the rollers,
for no other reason than I can discover, except

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CArIBEEUS. C. léineus subtua albus, collo
« ceeruleo tm’que albo, mo‘pygio luteo, rectricibus ceruleis
albo variis—Zath. Ind. Orn. i: p. 163. No. 95. .
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that in Aldrovandus’s figure the nostrils are
naked, which Brisson reckons one of the cha-
racters of the roller: but, 1. we cannot with
certainty infer from a figure, which Brisson him-
self considers as inaccurate, a property so
minute that it would escape the notice of a_de-
signer. 2. To this we may oppose a remark-

able character, which Could not be overlooked,

viz. the long quills in the middle of the tail,

which Biisson considers as belonging exclusively

to'the Magpie.” 8, The l\Iawpxe of the Antilles
resembles ours in’ its ery, in its con_ﬁgcnt dis-
position, in its nestling on trees, in its saunter-

mg by the margin.of streams, and in the

coarseness of its flesh*: in short, if we must

Corvus CARIBB EUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 874.—Daud. Orn. ii.
p- 242.

GALGULUS ANTILLARUM,—Bris. ii. p. 80. 6.

Pica Caubara INpicA.—Raii Syn. p. 42. 6.—Wiil
P-90. 1.

P1cA ANTILLARUM.—Raii Sya. p. 152.

La Pie des ANTiLLEs.—Bug. par Soan. xliv. p. 201.

PERsIAN Pre,—Will. (Angl.) p. 182. vi. parag. 2.

CARIBBEAN CrOW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 395. 32. =

» HABITAT
in Caribbz insulis. : W.

4 See L'Histoire Générale des Antilles, tom. i. p. 288.—

Aldrovandus, tom. i. p, 788.

* Hist. des Antilles. 'The Ma@xe also walks by the sides
of water, simce it sometimes catg‘.hes crabs, as we have
already said.

VOL, III, =il

e
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. rank it with' the most analogous European birds,
it ought to be placed among the Magpies.

It differs, however, by the excessive length
of the two middle quills of the tail, which
stretch six or eight inches beyond the lateral
ones*; its colours are also different, the bill and
feet being red; the neck blue, with a white -
collar ; the head of the same blue, tinged with
a white spot, streaked with black, which ex-
tends from the origin of the upper mandible to
the junction of the neck ; the back of a tawny
colour, the rump yellow, the two long quills of
the tail striped with blue and white, those of
the wing mixed with green and blue, and _the
under side of the body white. :

Upon* comparing Father du Tertre’s de-
scription of the Magpie of the Antilles with
that of Aldrovandus’s long-tailed Magpie of
India, we cannot doubt but they were formed
from a bird of the same species, and con-
sequently-it is an American bird, as we are
assured by Father du Tertre, who saw it at Gua-
daloupe, and not anative of Japan, as Aldro-

* Ido not mean the singular property aseribed to it by
A}drovaudus that there are only eight quills in the tail :
that naturalist counted them only ina eoloured figure, a very
uncerfain method of judging. Tather Dutertre, indeed, re-
peats the same thing; but most probably be copies Aldro-
vandus, with whose umztbology he was well acquainted, since
he quotes it in the next page. Besides, he was accustomed

 to make his descriptions from memory, which requires as-
sistance : and, lastly, the Magpie of the Antilles is perhaps

the only one in whlch he mentions t.l.\e number. of the tail-
quills,
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vandus asserts from a very uncertain tradition*;
unless we suppose that it had penetrated towards

the north, and thus spread through both con-
tinents.

s

# ¢ 'The emperor of Japan transmitted/this most beautifal
bird, some years since, to his holiness the Pope, as a re-
markable present, as I have learned from the Marquis Fae-
‘chinetto, who said that it was received by his uncle Innocent
1X.”—ALDROVANDUS. :

1v.

THE HOCISANA *4.

Though Fernandez calls this bhird a great
stare, we may, from his own account, refer it

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus MExicAnus. C. totus ceruleo - niger, — Lath.
Ind. Orn. i. p. 164, »

CorVUS MEXTCANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 875.

PicA MuxicaNa MAJoR.—Bris, ii. p. 43. 4.

HorrzANATL.—Raii Syn. p. 162. S

L'HocisANA—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 205.

MEXICAN CrOW.—Lath. Syn. 1. p. 396. 34,
¢ HABITAT -

in Mexico. ; W.

+ Fernandez, cap. xxxiti. The Mexican mame is Hocitzanatl ;
it'is also called Caxcaxtototl.
? H 2
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to the genus of Magpies; for he tells us, that it
would be exactly like the common jackdaw, if
it were somewhat smaller, its tail and mnails
shorter, and its plumage of a purer black, and
not mixed with blue. But a long tail is the
property, not of the stare, but of the Magpie,
and what discriminates it the most i its ex-
ternal appearance from the jackdaw. With re-
gard to the other characters which separate the
Hocisana from the jackdaw, they are as much
foreign to the stare as to the Magpie, if not
more 5. s

~ This bird courts the residence of man; itis
as familiar as the Magpie, chatters like it; and
has a shrill cry; its flesh is black, and very
well tasted.

V.
~ THE VARDIOLE *.

Seba has given this bird the appellation of
the Bird of Paradise, as he has to almost all
foreign birds with long tails. In this respect
the Vardiole was entitled to the name, since its
tail is double the extreme length of its body.
But this tail is not formed as in the bird of pa-

° * Itis called Faygchoe, or Wardice,
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radise, -for its quill feathers are furnished with
vanes through their whole length, besides many
other differences. i

White, is the prevailing colour in this bird :
we must only except the head and neck, which
are black, with very bright purple reflections ;
the feet, which are of a light red; the wings,
whose quills have black vanes, and the two
middle ones of the tail, which stretch much be-
yond the rest, and which are marked with black
along their shaft, from the base to half of
length.

The eyes of the Vardiole are lively, and en-
circled-with white; the base of the upper man-
dible is shaded with little hair-like black fea-

- thers, that meet behind and cover the nostrils;
its wings are short, and-extend not beyond the’
origin ofits tail.. So far it resembles'the Mag-
pie; but it differs on acecount of the shortness '
of its feet, which are only the half in propor-
tion, a circumstance attended with other dif-
ferences in its figure and port.

It is found in the island of Papoe, according
to Seba, whose description is the only original -
one, and comprehends all that is known about
this bird. :

their
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V1

THE ZANOE *+.

Fernandez compares this Mexican bird to the
common Magpie, for its size, for the length
of its tail, for the perfection of its senses, for
its talents for speaking, and for its proneness
to steal whatever pleases its' fancy. He adds,
that its plumage is entirely black, except on the
neck and head, where we can perceive a fulv-
ous tinge.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

E

Corvus ZANOE. C, nigricans, cauda longissima, capite
colloque subfulyis.— Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 164. No. 37.

Corvus ZaNor.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 895. ™ ;

Pica MEXICANA MINOR.—Bris. it. p. 44, 5.

TzANAROEL—Raii Synsp. 162. \\\ .

Lx Zance.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 209. :

Lussnk MuxicAN Crow.—Latk. Syn. i. p. 397. 36.

HABITAT
in Mexico. W,

+ The Mexican name is Tsanahoei.
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THE JAY * .

WrAT we have said with regard to the in-
stinct of the Magpie, we hold almost entirely
in respect to the Jay; it will be sutﬁcnent

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus GLANDARIUS. C. tectricibus alarum ceeruleis,
lineis transversis albis nigrisque, corpore ferrugineo .
variegato.—Lath. ITnd, Orn. 1. p. 167. No. 18.

CorvUs GLANDARIUS,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 368.—Raii Syn.
p- 41. A, 2.— 17l p. 88. t. 19,

GARRULUS.—Bris. il p. 47. 1

LE GeAr—Buff. Pl Enl. 481.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv, p. 222.
pl. 77. fig. 1

JAY.—Br. Zool. 1. No. 79.—Aret. Zool. ii. p. 252. E—
Will, (dngl) p. 130. t. 19—Lafh. Syn. i. p. 384. 19,—
1d. Sup. p. 79.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 84.

HABITAT

m Europa passim et in Sibirize montibus.—13 pollices longus.
W.

+ In Greek, according to Belon, .\[a}\araxgmsv; in modern
* Greck, Kagearatz: in Latin, Garrulus: in Spanish, Gayo,
Cayo : in Italian, Ghiandaia, Guza Verla, Berta, Bertina,
Baretino: in German, Hdaher, Hatzler, Baum Hatzel (Tree
Jay), Eichen-heher (Ozk Jay), Nuss-hcher (Nut Jay), Nuss-
hecker (Nut Hedger), Jick, Broe-kester, Marggraff, Marcolfis :
in Swiss, Herren-vogel: in Polish, Soyka: - Swedish,
Net-Skrika, Allon-Skrika, Kora-Skrika.
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therefore, to mnotice the characteristic dif-
ferences. :

The principal one is the blue spot, or rather
mail formed by various shades of blue, with
which each of its wings 1s decorated, and which
suffices to distinguish it, at least, from all the
other European birds. It has also on its fare-
head a tuft of small feathers, black, blue, and
white ; in general its feathers have all a soft
and silky feel, and it can at pleasure raise and
depress those on its head. Itis 2 fourth part
less than the Magpie; its tail is shorter, and its
wings longer in proportion, but notwithstand-
ing it can scarcely fly better *.

The male is distinguished by the bulk of his
head and the lustre of his colours . The old
ones differ also from the young in their plu-
mage, and hence the various inconsistent de-
scriptions f.

The Jays are of a petulant disposition ; they
have keen sensations and hrisk movements,
and 1n their frequent bursts of rage they hurry
into danger, and often entangle their head be-
tween two branches, and die thus suspended in
the air§. When they feel restraint, their vio-

* Belon. ? + Olina.

t Willughby says, that, in the Jay deseribed by Aldro-
vandus, no transverse spots appear on the tail. Its feet are
grey, according to Belon; they are brown, verging on flesh-
colour, according to Brisson, and our own observations.
~ § Gesner. This instinet makes those battles credible,
which are said to be fought between armies of Jays and those
of Magpies.

~
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lence exceeds bounds; and hence, in a cage,
they entirely lose their beauty, by the con-
tinnal rumpling, wearing, al\ld breaking of
their feathers.

Their ordinary cry is harsh and frequent ;
- they are also fond of imitating other birds
whose notes are not more agreeable, such as the
kestril, the tawny owl, &c.* If they perceive
in the wood a fox or other ravenous animal,
they give a certain shrill scream, to alarm their
companions; they quickly assemble, presuming
that they shall be formidable by their numbers,
or at least by their noisef. This instinct,
which the Jays have, of summoning their force,
together with their violent antipathy to the
brown owl, suggest several ways of ensnaring
them, and the sport is commonly very success-
fulf; for they are more petulant thau the
magpies, and by no means so suspicious or
crafty ; nor is their natural cry so wvarious,
though they have great flexibility of throat,
and have a turn for imitating all the cries and
sounds of animals which they habitually hear,
and even human discourse. The word Rickard
they can the most easily imitate. They have
also, like the magpie, and all the family
of the daws, crows, and rayens, the habit of
burying their superfluous provisions§, and of
stealing whatever they can obtain. But they
cannot always recognise the spot where they

* Frisch. 1 1d. 1 Belon. § Id.
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have buried their treasure, or, like all misers,
thev are more actuated by the fear of encroach-
ing.on their stock, than by the desire of using
it; so that in the succeeding spring, the acorns
and nuts that were concealed, perhaps for-
gotten, germinate in the earth, and their tender
leaves discover the useless heap, though too
late, to the frugal sordid hoarders.

The Jays breed in woods remote from human
dwellings, preferring the most branchy oaks,
whose trunks are entwined with ivy * : but they
are not so artful and cautious as the magpies in
building their nests. 1 have received many of
these in the month of May ; they were hollow
hemispheres, formed with small interwoven
roots, open above, witliout any soft lining,
and without any exterior defence. 1 always
found them to contain four or five eggs; others

*say that the number is five or six. They were
smaller than pigeons’ eggs, grey, with more or
less of a greenish hue, and with small spots
faintly marked. ==

The young undergo their moulting in July:
they keep company with their parents till the
succeeding springt, when they separate, to
form new pairs. By this time the blue plate on
their wings, which appears very early, has at-
tained its highest beauty.

In the domestic condition, to which they
easily conform themselves, they become accus-

* QOlina, ~ + British Zoology.
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tomed to all sorts of food, and live in this way
eight or ten years*. In the state of freedom,
they feed not Only on acorns and filberts, but
on chesnuts, peas, beans, sorbs, ‘DOSebemes,
cherries, raspberrics, &e. They also prey on
the young of other birds, when they can sur
prise them in the nest during the absence of the
parents; and sometimes they venture to attack
the old ones, when they discover them entangled
in snares ; and in this case they advance with
their usual imprudence, and are often caught
themselves . Their ﬂesh though not dellcate
is eatable, particularly’if it be bmled first, and
afterwards roasted.

In Jays, the first phalanx of the outer toe is
in each foot connected with that of the middle
toe; the inside of the mouth is black; the
tongue of the same colour, forked, thin, mem-
branous, and almost transparent; the gall-
bladder is oblong; the stomach not so thick,
and lined with Weake1 muscles than the gizzard
in the granivorous tribe. Their gullet must be
very wide, for they swallow acorms, filberts,
and even chesnuts, entire, like the ring-doves I ;
I know, however, that they never thus treat the
flower-cup of a pink, thoagh—they are exceed-
ingly fond of the seed which it contains. I
have often admired their procedure: if a pink
be thrown to them, they seize it greedily, and
if others be offered, they continueto snatch

;Olina. Frisch. 1 Frisch. British Zoology. 1 Belou,
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them till their bill can hold no more. When
they want to eat these, they lay aside all the
rest but one, hold it with the right foot, and
pluck off the petals one by one, keeping a
watchful eye all the time, and casting a glance
on every side : at last, when the seed appears,
they devour it greedily, and again begin to
pluck a second flower.

This bird is found in Sweden, Scotland,
England, Germany, and Italy; and is, I be-
lieve, a native of every country in Europe, and
even of the corresponding climates of Asia.

Pliny mentions a kind of Jays or magpies
with five toes, which learned to speak better
than the rest *. This is not more wonderful than
that there should exist hens with five taes,
especially as the Jays becomemore familiar and
domestic than hens; and we know well, that
all animals which live with man, and feed
richly, are subject to exuberance of growth.
The phalanges of the toes might be multipli-
ed in some individuals beyond the usual num-
ber; a deviation which has been ascribed too
generally to every species .

But another variety, more generally known
in this species, is the White Jay. 1t has the
blue mark on the wings §, but is distinguished
from the common Jay by the almost universal
whiteness of its plumage, which extends even
toits bill and nails, and by the red colour of

® Lib. x. 42. 1 Aldrovandus, 1 Gerini.
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its eyes, a property observed in 3o many other
white animals. But we must not; imagine that
this white complexion is entirely pure; it is
often shaded with a yellowish tinge of various
intensity. Ina subject which I examined, the
coverts of the wings were the whitest; its feet
also seemed to be more slender than those of the
common Jay. [A]

[A] It weighs between six and seven ounces, its length is
thirteen inches, breadth twenty and a half. Tt is esteemed
one of the most beautiful of the British birds,
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FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE JAY.

‘ i =
THE RED-BILLED JAY OF CHINA*,

Tars new kind of Jay has been just intro-
duced into Frauce. Its red bill is the more
remarkable, as the whole of the fore-part of the
head, the neck, and even the breast, is of a
fine velvet black. The hind part of its head
and neck is of a soft grey, which mixes in
small spots on the crown, with the black of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus ERYTHRORYNCHOS. (€. violaceo - fuscus, subtus
albicans, fronte collo subtus pectoreque nigris, cauda basi
violacea medio nigra apice alba.—Lath. ud. Orn. i, p. 161.
No. 29, z

Corvus ERYTHRORYNCHOS,— Gmel. Syst. i. p. 872,

Le Geat de la CurNe & BEc Roveks.—Buyf. Pl Enl, 622.
—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 242. pl. 78. £.

RED-BILLED JAY.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 290, 24.

HABITAT

in China, =W
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fore-part; the upper side of the body is brown,
the under whitish. - But to form a clear idea of
the colours, we must suppose a violet tint spread
over them all, except the black, deeper on the
wings, fainter on the back, and still more dilute
under the belly. The tail is tapered, and the
wings exceed not one-third of its length, and
each of its quills is marked with three colours,
viz. a light violet at its origin, black at its mid-
dle, and white at its extremity; but the violet
is more extensive than the black, and that still
more than the white.

The feet are red, like the bill; the nails
whitish at their origin, and brown near the
point, and are, besides, very long and hooked.

This Jay is somewhat larger than ours, and
may be onlya variety arising from the influence
of climate *.

* Sonnerat, who brought this bird from China, observes,
that it is very common ; that many of them are kept in cages ;
that they become very familiar; and that the Chinese teach
them different tricks, such as lighting a fire with a match,
which they hold in their bill, &c.—See Encyclopéd, Méﬁwn:‘.

W.
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1I.
THE PERUVIAN JAY %

The plumage of this bird is of singular beauty ;
it consists of an assemblage of the finest colours,
somefimes melting with inimitable art, and
sometimes forming a contrast which heightens
the effect. The delicate green which prevails
in the upper part of its body, extends on the
oneside over the six mid-quills of the tail, and
on the other it advances, passing by insensible
shades, and receiving;, at thesame time, a blueish
tint, to join a sort of white crown on the head.
The base of the bill is surrounded with a fine
blue, which appears again behind the eye, and
in the space below it. A kind of black velvet,
which covers the throat and all the fore-part of
the neck, is contrasted at its upper margin with

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CoRryUS PERUVIANUS. C. dilute viridis, fronte ceerulea,
vertice colloque supra albidis, gula juguloque atris, abdo-
mine rectricibusque lateralibus flavis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i
p- 161. No. 30. !

Corvus PERUVIANUS—Gimel. Syst. i. p. 373.

LE GEAT du PEROU.—Buff. Pl. Eal. 625.—Buff. par Sonn,
xliv. p. 248. pl. 78. fig. 1.

PerUvVIAN JAY.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 391. 27.

HABITAT

in Peru.—11} pollices longus. w.
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the fine blue colour, and at its lower to the jon-
quil yellow which is spread over the breast, the
belly, and the three lateral quills on each side
of the tail. The tail is tapered, anfl more so
than the Siberian Jay.

Nothing is known with regard to the quali-
ties of this bird, which has never been seen in

Europe.

II1.

THE BROWN CANADA JAY, OR
CINEREOUS CROW*—Lath.

If it were possible to suppose that the Jay
could migrate into America, I should be in-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CANADENsIS. €. fuscus, fronte flavicante, subtus
rectricumque apicibus albidus.— Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 160.
No, 23.

Corvus CANADENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 376.

GARRULUS CANADENSIS Fuscus.—Bris. ii. p. 54. 8. 1. 4.

Ea :
LE GEA1I BRUN de CANADA.—Buff. Pl Enl 530.—Buff.

par Sonn. xliv. p. 248. ;
CiNEREOUS CROW.— dret. Zool. ii. No. 137.—Phil. Trans.

Ixii. p. 386.—Lcth, Syn. i. p. 389. 23-

HABITAT

 in America boreali.—9 pollices longus. W.

VOL. IIl. r
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clined to suppose that this is a variety of our
European species; for it has the appearance
and the port, and also those soft silky feathers
which are ‘conceived to belong peculiarly to the
Jay. It is distinguished only by its inferior
size, by the colours of its plumage, a'nd by the
length and shape of its tail, which is tapereq.
- Such slight differences might be ascribed to cli-
mate; but our Jay is unable to traverse the in-
tervening ocean. Till, therefore, we receive
a2 fuller account of the habits of the Brown
Jay of Canada. we shall consider it as one
of the foreign species, the most analogous to
our Jay. P

The upper side of the body is of a brown co-
lour ; the under side, and also the crown of the
head, the throat, and the fore-part of the neek,
are of a dirty white, which also appears at the
extremity of the tail and wings. In the indivi-
dual which I observed, the bill and the legs
were of a deep brown, the under side of the
body of a deeper brown, and the lower mandi-
ble broader than in the figure: lastly, the fea-
thers on the throat, jutting forward, formed a
sort of barbil *.

¢ 1t inhabits the northern and western parts of America,
breeds early in the spring, and builds its nest with sticks and
grassin the pines. It lays two, and rarely three eggs, which
are blue. The young are quite black. They fly in pairs, the
male and female being precisely alike, They store up ber-
ries in hollow trees; yet they are avaricious, and so bold
as to visit the huts of the natives, and pilfer whatever they

can snateh, even salted meat. They are seldom seen-in the
mouth of January, unless near dwellings.
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IV,

THE SIBERIAN JAY*

The points of analogy between this new spe-
cies and our Jay consist in a certain family like-
ness, and that the shape of the hill and feet,
and the position of the nostrils, are nearly the
same; and also that the Siberian Jay has, like
ours, narrow feathers on its head, which it can
raise at pleasure as a crest. The discriminat-
ing properties are these: it is smaller, its tail is
tapered, and the colours of its plumage are very
different. Its history is totally unknown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus INFAUsTUS. C! cinerascens subcristatus, facie
colloque subtus ceerulescenti-albis, uropygio, corpore sub-
tus rectricibusque lateralibus ferrugineo-fulvis.—Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 159. No. 22. Var. £. -

Corvus S1BIRICUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 373.

LE GEAI de SIBERTE.—Buff. PL Enl. 608.—Buf. par Sonn.
xliv. p. 251, pl. 79. fig. 1. :

SIBIRIAN JAY.—Lath. Syn. i. p- 391. 26.

HABITAT

in Sibiria.—10 pollices longus. w.

12
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V-

THE WHITE COIF, OR CAYENNE
FAY %,

It is nearly of the size of the Common Jay,
ouly it is taller, its bill shorter, its tail and
wings proportionally longer, which gives it a
sprightlier air.

There ate also other differences, chiefly in
the plumage; grey, white, black, and the dif-
ferent shades of violet, constitute all the variety
of its colours. The grey appears on the bill,
the legs, and the nails; the black on the front,
the sides of the head, and the throat ; the white °
round the eyes, on the crown of the head, and
on the nape as far as the origin of the neck, and

% CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CAvanvus. C. subviolaceus subfus candidus,
Jugulo fronteque migris, cauda apice alba.— Lath. Ind. Orn,
i p. 160. No. 24,

Corvus CAYANUS. —Gmel. Syst. i. p. 370.

GARRULUS CAYANENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 52. 2.1. 4. f. 1.

Le Gear de CAYENNE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 373.—Buff. par
Sonn, xliv. p. 252, pl. 79, f. 2.

CAYENNE JAY.—Lat#. Syn. i. p. 388. 22,

HADBITAT

in Cayana.—13 pollices longus, .
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also over all the lower part of the body ; the

violet lighter on the back and wings, and deeper
on the tail, which is tipped with white, and
composed of twelve quills, of which the two
middle ones are rather longer than those
towards the side.

The small black feathers on its front are short,
and scarcely flexible ; part of them project over
. the nostrils, and the rest are reflected, so as to
form a sort of ruffled crest.

VI

THE GARLU, OR  THE YELLOW-
BELLIED JAY OF CAYENNE*®

This also is a native of Cayenne; but of all
the Jays it is the one which has the shortest

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

Conrvus FLavicasTER. C. virescente-fuscus, subtus flavus,
vertice striga aurea, superciliis gulaque albis.—Lath. Ind
Orn. i. p. 162. No. 31.

Corvus FLAVUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 373. -

Le GARLU ou LE GEAI & VENTRE JAUNE de CAYENNE.
—Buff. Pl Enl. 249.—Buyjf. par Sonn, xliv. p. 255.

YELLOW-BELLIED JAY.—Latk. Syn. i. p. 892. 28.

HABITAT

in Cayana.—9 pollices longus. w.



118 FOREIGN BIRDS

wings ; we should therefore be the farthest from
suspecting that it crossed the Atlantic, espe-
cially as it can subsist only in warm climates.
Its feet are short and slender. I can add no-
thing with respect to its colours, but what the
sight of the figure will suggest; and with re-
spect to its dabits, we are totally ignorant.
We know not even whether, like the other
Jays, it can erect the crown feathers. It isa .
new species.

ViiE

THE BLUE JAY OF NORTH-
AMERICA*

This bird is noted for the fine blue colour of
its plumage, which, with a slight intermixture

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.
5
Corvus Cristatus, C. tectricibus alarum lineis trans-
versis nigris, corpore ceeruleo, collari nigro.——Laih. Ind.
~ Ora.i. p. 158. No. 19, 5
Corvus CrisTATUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 369.—Duud. Orn.
1. p. 32.
GARRULUS CANADENSIS CERULEUS.—Bris, ii. p. 54, 2.
t4.f2 :
Le Grar BLeu du Canapa.—Buf. Pl Enl. 529.—Buff.
jpar Sona. xliv. p. 257.
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of white, black, and purple, is spread over all

the upper part of its body, from the crown of
the head to the extremity of the tail.

Its throat 1s white, with a tint of red ; under
it is a kind of black gorget, and still lower a
reddish zone, which melts by degrees into the
grey and white that predominate in the lower
part of the body. The feathers on the crown
of the head are long, and the bird raises them
at pleasure like a crest, which is larger and
more beautiful than in our Jay: thisis termi-
nated on the front by a kind of black fillet,
which, stretching on both sides over a white
ground as far as the nape, joins the branches of
the gorget. This fillet is divided from the
bottom of the upper mandible by a white
line formed by the small feathers which cover
the nostrils.

The tail is almost as long as the bird itself,
and consists of twelve quills. :

Catesby remarks, that the American Jay has
the same petulance in its actions as the Com-
mon Jay; that its notes are less disagreeable,
and that the female is distinguished from the
male by its duller colours. Admitting this,
Catesby's figure must represent a female, and

BrLur Jay.—Cat. Car. i. t. 16 —Edw. t. 239.— Arct. Zool. ii*
No. 138.— Lath. Syn. i. p. 386. 20,

HABITAT

in America septentrionali.—11 pollices longus. =W,
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that of Edwards a male; but the age of the bird
must also affect the vivacity and perfection of
its colours. : ' :
_ This Jay is brought from Carolina and Ca-
nada; and in these countries it must be very
common, for many are sent to EL‘II'OPC#.

# Tt feeds on fruits and berries, of which it generally wastes
more than it consumes. It lays, in the month of May, five or
six eggs, of dusky olive, with ferruginous spots. It remains
in the country the whole year. It is well known fo sailors
by the name of Blue Bird, and frequently brought to Britain
from Virginia and the Carolinas. M.
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PHE NUT CRACKER.



THE NUTCRACKER * .

Tauis bird is distinguished from the jays and
magpies by the shape of its bill, which is

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CARYOCATACTES. €. fuscus albo punctatus, alis
caudaque nigris, rectricibus apice albis, intermediis apice
detritis.—Lath. Ind.Ora. i. p. 164, No. 39,

CoryuUs CARYOCATACTES.—Gmel, Syst, i. p. 370.—Raii

~ Syn. p-42.5.

NUCIFRAGA .—Bris. il p. 89, 1. t. 5. £ 1.

Lk Casse-Norx. —Buf PL. Enl. 50,—Buff. par Sonn. xliv.
< p.268. pl.8o. fig. :

NUTCRACKER ——Br Zaal App. t. 1.—dret. Zool. ii. p- 252,
D.— Edw. t. 240—Will. ( Angl.) p. 132. t.20.— Lath, Syn.
i. p. 460. 38,—1d. Sup. p. 82.— Bew. Birds, 1. p. 82,

HABITAT

in Buropa et Asia boreali, rarissime in Anglia.—13 pollices
hmgus. : : ; W

+ This bu‘d was unknown to the (xleeks, though Gesner has
formed a compound Greek name Keguaxalerlns from ragut, o
auf, and wraw, lo Jill = in Latin it is called Nucifraga, Ossi-
fragus and by some Turda Savatilis, Pica Abietum Guttate
(Stone Thrush, or speckled Pine Magpie) : in Turkish, Garga:
in German, Nuss-bretscher, Nuskrache Nut Cruw), Tan-
nen-heyer (Fir Jay), Stein-heyer, Wald-starl (Wood Stare),
Turlischer-holst-schreyer: (the Turkish Forest-brawler): in
Polish, Klesk, Grabulusk : in Russian, Kostohryz : in French,
La Pie Grevilée.
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straighter, blunter, and composed _of two un-
equal pieces. Ifs instinct is also dlﬁ'er(-ant, for
it prefers the residence of high mountains, and
its disposition is mot so much tinctured with
cunning and suspicion. However, it is closely
related to these two species of birds; and most
authors, not fettered by their systems, have
ranged it with the jays and magpies, and even
with the jackdaws*, which, it is well known,
bear a great analogy to the magpies; but it
is asserted that it chatters more than any of
these. -

Klein distinguishes two varieties of the Nut-
cracker; the one, speckled like the stare, hasa
strong angular bill, a long forked tongue; as in
all the magpies; the other is of inferior size,
and its bill (for he says nothing of theplumage)
is more slender and rounder, composed of two
unequal mandibles, the upper part of which is
the longer, and its tongue divided deeply, very
short, and almost lost in the throat .

According to the same author, these two
birds eat hazel-nuts; but the former breaks
them, and the latter pierces them: they feed

* Gesner, Turner, Klein, Willughby, Linnzus, Frisch.

1 According to Willughby, the tongue seems not capable
of reaching farther than the corners of the mouth, while the
bill is closed ; becanse in that sitnation the cavity of the pa-
fate, which usually corresponds to the tongue, is then filled
by a pretuberant ridge of the lower jaw, which here fits this
cavity. He adds, that the bottom of the palate, and the sides
of the chaps, are roughened with little points,
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also on acorns, wild berries, the kernels of pine-
tops, which they pluck dexterously, and even
insects. And lastly, like the jays, the magpies,

and the jackdaws, they conceal what they can-
not consume.

Besides the brilliancy of the plumage, the
Nutcracker is remarkable for the triangular
white spots which are spread over its whole
body, except the head. These spots are smaller
_on the upper part, and broader on the breast;

their effect is the greater, as they are contrasted
with the brown ground.

These birds are most attached, as T ha‘ve ob-
served above, to mountainous situations. They
are common in Auvergue, Savoy, Lorraine;
Franche Compté, Switzerland, the Bergamasque,
in Austria in the mountains which are covered
with forests of pines. They also occur in
Sweden, though only in the southern parts of
that country®. The people in Germany call
them Turkey birds, Italian birds, African birds ;
which language means no more than that they
are foreignt. '

Though the Nutcrackers are not birds of
passage, they fly sometimes from the mountains

-to the plains. Frisch says, that flocks of them
are often observed to accompany other birds
into different parts of Germany, especially
where there are pine forests. Butin 1754, great

* It inhabits Smoland, and rarely occurs elsewhere.”—

Fauna Suecice. Gerini remarks that it is never seem in Tuscany.
4 Frisch.
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flights of them entered France, particularly Bur-
gundy, where there are few pines; they were
so fatigued on their arrival, that they suffered
themselves to be caught by the hand*. One
was killed in the month of October that same
vear at Mostyn in Flintshire, which was sup-
posed to have come from Germanyf. We may
remark that that year was exceedingly arid and
hot, which must have dried up most of the
springs, and have much affected those fruits
on which the Nutcrackers usually feed. Be-
sides, as on their arrival they seemed to be fa-
mished, and were caught by all sorts of baits,
it is probable that they were constrained -to
abandon their retreats for want of subsistence.

One of the reasons, it is said, why the Nut-
crackers do not settle and breed in the inviting
climates, is the perpetual war waged against

# A skilful ornithologist of the tewn of Sarbourg (Dr.
Lottinger, who is well acquainted with the birds of Lorraine,
and to whom I am indebted for many facts rolating to their in-
stinets, their habits, and their migrations) informs me, that
in the same year (1754) flights so numerous of Nutcrackers
passed into Lorraine, that the woods and the fields were filled
with them. Their stay lasted the whole month of October,
and hunger had so much enfeebled them, that they were
knocked down with sticks. The same observer adds, that
these birds appeared again in 1763, but in smaller numbers ;
that their passage is always in autumn, and that six or nine
years commonly intervene between their visits. This must be
restricted to Lorraine ; for in France, especially in Burgundy,
the Nuterackers appear much seldomer. 2

4 Amazing flocks of them arrived in Holland, in the year
1793, W.
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- them by the proprietors of the woods, for the
injuries which they commit on the large trees,
by piercing the trunks, like the woodpeckers*.

Part of them is soon destroyed, and the rest
is forced to seek an asylum in the desert unpro-
tected forests.

Nor is this the only -circumstance in which
they resemble the woodpeckers; they nestle,
like them, in the holes of trees, which, perhaps,
they themselves have formed; for the middle
quills of the tail'are also worn near the end {,
which shews that they, jas well as the wood-
peckers, clamberapon trees. In short, Nature
seems to have placed the Nutcrackers between
the woodpeckers and the jays; and it is singu-
lar, that Willughby has given them this precise
arrangement in his Ornithology, though his
description suggests no relation between these
species.

The iris is of a hazel colour; the bill, the
feet, and the nails black ; the nostrils round,
shaded with whitish feathers, straight, stiff, and
projecting ; the feathers of the wing and tail
are blackish, without spots, but only terminated
for the most part with white; though there are
some varieties in the different individuals, and
in the different descriptions, which seems to
_confirm the opinion of Klein with regard to the
two races or varieties, which he admits into the
species of the Nutcrackers.

* Salerne 4 Linnzus.
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We cannot find, in writers of natural history,
any details with regard to their laying, e
incubation, the training of their young, the
duration of their life, &e. for they haunt inac-
cessible spots, where they enjoy undisturbed
safety and felicity™.

# This hird lays five or six eggs, of a yellowish colour, -
with blackish spots ; it builds its nest in a hollow tree. Tt
may be brought up if taken young, but refuses all food, and
dies, if confined after it has been used to its liberty. It in-
habits Europe and the north of Asia, but seldom appears in
Britain, : W.
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. THE ROLLERS*,

Ir we regard the European Roller as the type
of the genus, and rest its distinctive character,
not upon one or two superficial qualities, but
upon the general combination of its properties,

we shall be obliged tomake considerable changes
in the enumeration given by Brisson.

On this prmmple, which appears to be well-
founded, I reduce, 1. The European Roller and
the Shaga-Rag of Barbary, menticned by Dr.
Shaw, to the same species. 2. Irange together
the Abyssinian and the Senegal Roller, with
which Brisson seems not to have been acquaint-
ed. 3. Iclass together the Roller of Minda-
nao; that of Angola, which Brisson makes his
twelfth and thirteenth Rollers; and that of
(Goa, which DBrisson does not mention. 4. I
exclude from the genus of Rollers the fifth spe-
cies of Brisson, or the Chinese Roller, because =
it is_a different bird, and is much more like the
Cayenne Grivert, with which I shall class it: 1

& CORACIAS.,

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum cultratum, apice incurvatum, basi pennis denu-
datum.

Lingua cattilaginea, bifida.

Pedes ambulatorii.
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shall place both of them, under the common
name of Rolle; before the Rollers, because they
appear to form the intermediate shade between
the Jays and the Rollers. 5. I transfer the
Roller of the Antilles to the Jays, which is the
sixth species of Brisson. 6. I leave among the
birds of prey the Yizquauhtli, of which Brisson
has made his seventh species of Roller, by the
name of the Roller of New Spain, the history of
which has been given after the Eagles. In fact,
according to F ernandez, who is the original au-
thor, and even according to Seba, who copies
him, it4s really a bird of prey, devouring hares
and rabbits, and consequently is very different
from the Rollers. Fernandez subjoins, that it
is proper for falconry, and that its bulk is equal
to that of aram. 7. I omit also the Howetot,
or Yellow Roller of Brisson, which I have rang-
_ed after the magpies, as being more related to
" that kind thau toany other. Lastly, T exclude
the Ococolin of Fernandez, for thereasons already
stated in thearticle of the quails ; nor can I admit
the Ococolin of Seba, which is very different
from that of Fernandez, though it bears the
same name ; for it is of the size of a crow, "its
bill is thick and short, its toes and nails very
long, -its eyes encircled with red papilie, &c.
In short, after this reduction, and the addition
of the new species or verieties which have been
hitherto unknown, the genus will consist of two
species of Rolles, and seven of Rollers with
~ their varieties.
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THE CHINESE ROLLE*®

Tuis bird has wide nostrils like the Rollers,
and a bill resembiling theirs; butare these cha;
racters sufficient to justify its classification with
* the Rollers? or are these not counterbalanced
. by maore numerous and more important differ-
ences? Its feet are longer, its wings shorter,
and consist of a smaller number of qinﬂs, and
these differently propontxonedr its tatts ta-
pered; and its crest is precisely like that of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CORACIAS SINENSIS. €, viridis, subtus viridi-flavicans;
fascia per oculos alisque nigricantibus, remigibus secunda-~
1iis caudaque cuneiformi apicibus albis.—7Ind. Orn. i, p.
<171 l\

CORACIAS Smswsrs —Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 381,

GALGULUS SINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 77, 5.1. 6. £. 2.

LE RorLy dela CHINE—Buf. par Sonn. xliv. p. 282.
pl. 80. f. 1.

LE RorLiER de la CaHiNE.—PZL Enl. 6"0 s

CHINESE ROLLER.—Lath. Syn.i. p. 414, 14.

HABITAT i

in China.—11} pollices longa. 52 w.

" jInthe Chinese Rolle, the wing consists of eighteen quills,
VOE. IIT, K
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blue Canada Jay. These circumstances, but
particularly the length of its wings, have induc-
ed me to assign it a place between the Jays and
the Rollers.

of which the first is very short, and the fifth longer than the
rest, as in the Jay; whereas the wing of the Roller includes
twenty-three quills, of which the second is the longest.
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THE GRIVERT, OR CAYENNE
ROLELREY & '

- Tn1s bird ought not to be separated from the
preceding, which it is entirely like, except be-
cause it is smaller, and the colours of its plu-
mage different. With regard to the instincts
and habits of these birds, we can draw no com-
porison, though the resemblance in their extes

rior properties scems to denote a radical con-
nection.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Coracias CAYANA. C. fusco -viridis, supereiliis albis,
lateribus gule vitta nigra, collo subtus pectoreque eineras-

‘ centibus, cauda cuneiformi.—Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 172.
No. 16.

Coracias CAYANENSIS.—Gmel, Syst, i. p. 881,

LE GRIVERT, ou LE RoLLE de CAYENNE.—Buff, PL Enl.
616.—Bujf. par Sonn. xliv. p. 285. pl. 81. £ 2.

CAYENNE RoLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 415. 15,

HABITAT .

in Cayana,— pollices longa. ; W

E 2
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THE names of Strasburg Jay, Sea Magpie,
Birch Magpie, and German Parrot whlch this

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Conacias GarruLA. C. ceerulea, dorso rubro, remigibus
nigris.—Lath. Ind. Ora.i. p.168. No. 1.

Coracias GARRULA.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 378.

GALGULUS—Bris. ii.p. 64.1. t. 5. f. 2.

Conrnix CE&RULEA GESNERL—Raii Syn. p. 42.—=Will. p.
85.

Prca MaRTNA.—Raii Syn. p. 41.—ill. p. 89.

GARRULUS ARGENTOBATENSIS —Raii Syn. p. 41. 8.—
Will. p. 89. t. 20.

LEe ROLLIFR —Buff. PL Enl, 486’-—]3:5#"4 par Sonn. xliv. p.
287. pl. 81. fig. 1.

GazzA MARINA.—Zinnan. Uoo. p. 68.1.10.£.59.

" Rorier.— Br. Zool, App. t. 2—FEdw. t. 109.—Wll. (dngl)

131. t. 20— Arct. Zool, ii. p. 235, G.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 406.
1,—1d. Sup. p. 85.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 89.

o HABITAT
in Europa, rarissime in Anglia. : Ww.

1 Gesner was told that the German name Roller was ex-

| pressive of its cry; Schwenckfeld says the same of Rache.
© One of them must be mistaken, and I am inclined to think
that it is Gesner; _for the name Racke, adopted by Schwenck-
feld, is more zmalogous with these given to this bird in differ-
ent countries, and which are probably derived from 1ts cry.
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bird has received in different countries, have
been applied at random from popular and super-
ficial analogies. We need only:view the bird,
oreven a good coloured figure of it, to be con-
vinced that it 1s not a parrot, though there is a
mixture of green andsblue in'its plumage; and
a closer examination will informy us that it is
neither a magpie nor a jay, though it chatters
incessantly like these birds ®, Its appearance
and port are different ; its bill is not so thick ;
its legs much’shorter ine proportion, shorter even
than the mid-toe ; its wings longer, and its tail
entirely of a different shape, the two outer quills
projecting more than half an inch (at least in
some mdw:duals) beyond the six intermediate
ones, whieh are all equal in Iength. It has also
a kind of wart behind the eye, and the eye itself
is surrounded with a ring of yellow naked
skingfe - <f
The appellation of Strasburg Jay is still more
absurd ; for M. Hermann, p'i‘ofessm of medicine
and natural history in that city, writes me,
“ The Rollers are so rare here, that scarcely
three or four stragglers are seen in the course
of twenty years.” One of these had been

In German, Galgen-Regel, Halk-Regel, Gals-Kregel, Racher :
in Polish, Kraska : in Swedish, Spansk-Kraska. It has also
the following names in Germany: Heiden-Elster, Kugel-
Eister, Mandel-Krae, Deutscher-Papagey, PBirk-Hekher, (i. e.
Heath Magpie, Ball Magpie, Almond Crow, German Popin-
Jay, Birch Jay).

* Aldrovandus, 1 Edwards,

»
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sent to Gesner, who, not being acquainted with -
_ the fact, denominated it the Strasburg Jay.
Besides, itfis a bird of passage, and pc,rfonns“‘.

its migrations regularly once a-year, in the
: months of May and Septembel % y:ét At is not
50 common as the ma, ple or thc jay. - Itis
found in Swedenq and in Africat; but we

must ot snppose it settled in the intermediate
regions. 1t is unknown in many parts of Ger-
many §, France, and Swnzerlandﬂ, &c. W
may therefore conclude that,; in its passage, ‘it
moves only in a marrow zoue, from Smoland
and Scania to Africa. There are even points
cnough given to mark nearly its tract through
Saxony, PFranconia, Suabia, Bavaria, Tirel,
Ttaly 9, Sicily **, and lastly, the island of Mal-
taff, which isa sort of general rendezvous for
all the birds that cross the Mediterranean.  The
one described by Edwards was killed on the
rock of Gibraltar, whence it could wing its

# Extract of a Letter from the Commander Godeheu of
Riville, on the Migration of Birds, tom. iil.—/Iémowres pre-
sentés ¢ £ Academie Royale des Sciences, p. 82.

4 Fauna Suecica, No. 3. -

1 Shaw's Travels. § Frisch.

|| “Tt was caught with us in the middle of August, 1561,
‘and not known.”—Gesner de Avibus.

97 ““ I remember to have seen it once at Bologna.”—Id.

#+ «We saw them for sale on the stalls at Messina in Si-
cily"—WILLUGHBY.

1+« We saw them exposed for sale in the market of Mal-
ta."—Id. Also Commander Godehet’s Jetter.
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lofty * course to the African shore. It is also
seen sometimes in the vicinity of Strasburg, as
we have already noticed, and even in Lorraine,
and in the heart of Francef; but these are pro-
bably young ones, which stray from the main
body.

The Roller is more wild than the jay or the
magpie: it settles in the thickest and the most
solitary woods; nor, as far as I know, has it
ever been tamed or tanght to speal f. Its plu-
mage is beautiful ; it ha,s an assemblage of the
finest shades of blue and green, mxxed with
white, and heightened by the contrast of dusky
colours§. Buta good figuré is superior to any
description. The young do not assume the de-
licate azure till the second year; whereas the
jays are decorated with their most beautiful
feathers before they leave the nest. :

The Rollers build, when it is in their power,

' on birches, and it is only when they cannot find

# Gesner.

+ BrissoN.—M. Loltmger informs me, that in Lorraine
these birds pass more seldom than the Nutcrackers, and jn
- ‘smaller numbers. He adds, that they are never seen but in
autumn, no more than the Nuterackers; and that in 1771
one was wounded in the neighbourhood of Sarrebourg,
which, notwithstanding, lived thirteen or fourteen days with-
out sustenance. y

1 Schwenckfeld. Abo

§ Linnwus is the only one who says that its back is blood-
coloured.—Fauna Suecica, No. 73. Was the subject that he
described different from all those deseribed by other matu-
ralists ? :
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these that they lodge in other trees *  Butin
countries where food is scarce, as in the island

of Malta and in Africa, they form their nest; it

is said, on the ground f. = If this be a fact, it
would follow, that the instincts of animals can
be modified by situation, climate, &c.

Klein says, that, contrary to what happens in

other birds, the young Rollers void their excre-

ments in the nest 1; and this circumstance has
perhaps given rise to the notion that this bird
besmears its nest with human ordure, as has
been alleged of the hoopoe§; but this is incon-
sistent with its lonely sylvan haunt.

These birds are often seen in company with
the woodpeckers and crows, in the. tilled .
grounds which are in the vicinity of their fo-
rests. They pick up the small seeds, roots, and
worms, which the plough throws to the surface,

* Frisch.

+ « A sportsman,” says M. Godcheu, in a letter which I
have already quoted, *assured me, that in the montly of
June he saw one of these birds issuing from a bank of earth,
where was a hole as large as the bund; and that having dug
the spot in the direction of the hole, which went horizontally,
he found, at the depth of a foot or thereabouts, 2 nest made
of straw and thorns, in which were two eggs” This account
of the sportsman, whicly would be doubtful if it were single,’
seems confirmed by that of Dr. Shaw, who, speaking of the
bird known in Africh under the name of Shage-Rag, says,
that it makes its nest on the brinks of rivers, Notwithstand-
ing, T am much afraid that there is some mistake, and that
the King-fisher was taken for the Roller, on account of the
resemblance of its colours, -

1 Ordo Avinm, p. 62. § Schwenckfeld.
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and even the grain that is lately sown. When
this supply fails them, they have recourse to
wild berries, caterpillars, grasshoppers, and
even frogs™.  Schwenckfeld adds, that they
sometimes devour carrion; but this must hg
during winter, and ounly in cases of absolute
want | ; for they are in general regarded as not
carnivorous, and Schwenckfeld himself remarks
that they are very fat in autumn, and then are
good eating §, which can hardly be said of birds
that feed on garbage.

The Roller has lono narrow nostrils placed
obllquel_y on the bill near its base, and open;
the tongue is black, not forked, but ragged at
the tip, and terminated towards the toot by two
forked appendices, one on each side; the pa-
_late is green, the gullet yellow, the ventricle of
a2 saffron colour, the intestines about a foot
long, and the cwca twenty-seven lines. The
wings extend twenty-two inches, each consists
ing of twenty quills, or, according to others, of
twenty-three, the second of which is the longest
of all. Lastly, it is observed that wheiever
these quills are black on the outside, they are
blue beneath.

: Aldrovandus, who seems to have been well
acquainted with these birds, and who livedin &
country which they inhabit, asserts that the fe- -

# Klein, Willughby, Schwenckfeld, Linnzus,
1 If they rake among garbage in snmmer, 1t must be for

insects.
2 I l‘l:Ch Sopites their flesh to that of the ring- -dove.
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male differs much from the male, its bill being
thicker, and its head, neck, breast, and belly, of
a chesnut colour, bordering on ash-grey, while
the corresponding parts in the male are of the
colour of the beryl, with different reflections of
a duller green. I suspect that the two long
outside quills of the tail, and the warts behind
the eyes, which appear only in some individu-
als, are the attributes of the male, as the spur in
the gallinaceous tribe, the long tail in the pea-
cocks, &c.* T
» Willughby, Schwenckfeld, Brisson.

" 4 The Roller is a very rare bird in Great Britain.
w.



VARIETIES OF THE ROLLER,

Dr. Suaw mentions, in his Travels, a bird of
Barbary, called by the Arabs S]mm—Rau which
15 of the bulk and shape of the jay, but with a
smaller bill and shorter feet.

The upper part of the body of this bird is
brown ; the head, neck, and belly, of a light
green, and on the wings, as well as on the tdll
are spots of a deep blue Dr. Shaw adds, that
it makes its nest on the banks of rivers, and
that its ery is shrll.

This short description agrees so well with our
Roller, that we cannot doubt but the Shaga-
Rag belongs to the same species; and the re-
semblance which the name bears to most of the
German appellations of the Roller, derived from

its voice, adds to the probability *. .
* Mr. Latham conjectures that the Stage-Rag is the same

with the variety of the Abyssinian Roller, afterwards de-
scribed.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE ROLLER,
I.

THE ABYSSINIAN ROLLER*.

I Tais bird is, in its plumage, much like the
European Roller; only its colours are more
lively and brilliant, which must be ascribed to
the influence of a drier and hotter climate. On
the other hand, it resembles the Angela Roller,
by the length of the two side feathers of its tail,
which project five inches beyond the rest.  In

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CorAcIAs ApyssiNicA. C, rufo-fusea, capite collo cor-
pore subfiis tectricibusque a]:gm_m viridibus, humeris re-
migibus primoribus uropygioque cyaneis, rectricibus ex-
timis luugissim_is.—Latb.’ Tad. Orn. i, p. 169, No. 5.

" CoRACIAS ABYSSINICA . —Gonel, Syst. i. p. 37D.

Le RoLuier d'Asvssizie.—Buf. Pl Enl. 626.—Buff. par
Sonn. xliv. p. 299. pl. 82. fig. 1.

ABYSSINIAN RoLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 408. 2,

HABITAT

in Abyssinia,—18 pollices longa, o
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short, this bird seems to occupy a place between
the European and Angola Rollers. The point
of its upper mandible is very hooked. It is en-
tirely a new species.

VARIETY OF THE ABYSSINIAN
ROLLER.

We may considersthe Senegal Roller as a va-
riety of that of Abyssinia. The chief difference
between them is, that in the Abyssinian bird
the orange colour of the back does not extend,
as in that of Senegal, so far as the neck and the
hind part of thehead: adifference which would
not be sufficient to constitute two distinet spe-
cies; especlally as they belong to nearly the
same climate, as the two lateral quills are dou-
ble the length of the intermediate ones, as in
both the wings are shorter than those of the
European Roller, and lastly, as they are alike
in the shades, the lustre, and the distribution of
their colours®. -

* This is the Coracias Senegalensis of Gmelin, the Swallow-
tailed Indian Roller of Edwards, and the Seacgal Roller of
Lathaw.—V. i. p. 408. i
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II.

“THE ANGOLA ROLLER%, OR THE
MINDANAO ROLLER -

These two Rollers resemble each other so
exactly, that it is impossible to separate them.

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Conactas CaupaTa. C. subfulva, subtus ccernlescens,
collo violaceo pallido striato, rectricibus extimis longissi-
mis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 169. No. 3.

Coracias CaupaTa.—Gmel. Syst. t. p. 380-

G ALGULUS ANGOLENSIS.— Bris. ii. p. 72. 8. t. 1. £ 1.

Lt RoiLier d’ANGOLA.—Buf. Pl Fnl. 88.——Buf. par
Sann. xliv, p. 303- -

LONG-TAILED ROLLER.,—Lath. Sya. i. p. 409. 4.

HABITAT

in Angola.—15} pollices longa. W.

4 CokAcias BENGALENs1s. C. subfulva, subtus ceerules-
cens, collo subtus violaceo, pallido striato, cauda integri.
—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 168. No. 2,

CORACIAS BENGALENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 380.

GALGULUS MINDANAOENSIS.— Bris. ii.p. 69. 2. 1. 6. f. 1.

Lg RoLrier de MiNDANAG.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 285.—Buff.

- par Sona. xliv. p. 303.
JaY from BENGAL.—AW. i. t. 17.
BENGAL ROLLER.—Lath, Syn.i. p. 410. 5.

HABITAT

in Bengala, ef in insula Mindanao.—123 pollices longa. W.
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That of Angola is distinguished from the other
only by the length of .the exterior quills of its
tail, which is double that of the intermediate
ones, and by slight variations of colour. But
differences so minute may be the effect of age,
_of sex, oreven of moulting ; and the mspection
of our figures, nay, the deseriptions of Brisson,
who makes two species of them, will confirm
our ‘conjecture of the identity of the two spe-
cies. They are both nearly of the bulk of the

European Roller, have the same general shape, *
its bill somewhat hooked, its naked nestrils, its
short legs, its long toes, its long wings, and
even the colours of its plumage, though differ
ently distributed : they are always blue, green,
and brown, which are sometimes distinct, some-
times mixed, melted together, forming many
intermedijate shades, and having various reflec-
tions. The blueish green, or sea-green, is, how-
ever, spread on the crown of the head; the
brown, more or less intense, and more or less
greenish, covers all the fore-part of the body,
with some tints of violet on the throat ; and the
blue, the green, and all the shades which arise
from their mixture, appear on the rump, the
tail, the wings, and the belly; only the Minda-
nao Roller has under its breast a kind of orange
tincture, which is not found in that of Angola.
To this opinion it will be objected, perhaps,:
that the kingdom of Angola is at a great di-
stance from Bengal, and still farther from the
Philippines. 'But is it impossible, or is it not
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natural, that these bitds should be spread
through the different parts of the same conti-
nent, or-the neighbouring islands, which are
connected with it perhaps by the continuation
of the same chain, especially in climates so
neai'ly alike *? Besides, we cannot always ex-
peet the most scrupulous exactness in those
who 1mport the'productions of foreign coun-
tries; and the intercourse of European vessels
with the various regions of the globe is so ex-
tensive and multiplied, that a bird found in the
East Indies, might have been carried to Guinea,
and afterwards imported as a native of Africa.
Admitting this, if we ascribe the slight differ-
ences between the Roller of Mindanao and that
of Angola to the effoct of age, we must reckon
_ the latter the older; or if we impute them to
the distinction of sex, we must consider if as
the male: for we know that in the Rollers, the
fine colours of the iwathers do not appear till
the second year; and it is a general principle,
that in all birds, the male, when it differs from
the female, is distinguished by an exuberance
of growth, or a superior richness of plumage.

* This opinion has been confirmed : Levaillant has killed 2
Mindanao Reller in Africa. W
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VARIETIES OF THE ANGOLA AND
~ MINDANAO ROLLERS

The Royal Cabinet has lately received from
Goa a new Roller, which is very like that of
Mindanao. It differs only by its size, and by
a sort of collar, like wine-lees in colour, which
grasps only the hind part of the neck, a little
under the head. It has not, any more than the
Angola Roller, the orange tincture of the Mm-
danao Roller; but if in this respect it differs
from the lattm, 1t is so much the more allied to -
the former, which is certainly of the same
species. '

3L
THE ROLLER OF THE INDIES *

This Roller, which. s the fourth of Brisson,
differs less from the preceding in the nature of

* CHAKACTER SPECIFICUS.

_ Coracras ORIENTALIS. C. viridis, jugulo ceeruleo striato,
rectricibus apice nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 170. No. 6.
CorAciAs ORIENTALLS.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 879,
GALGULUS INDICUS.— Bris. ii. p. 76. 4. t. 7. £. 2,
Ly RoLLIER des INDES.—DBuf. PL Enl. 619.—Buf., par
Sonz, xliv. p. 309. :
_ ORIERTAL ROLLER.—ZLath. Syn.i. p. 411. 6.

VOL. 1iL, .7
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its colours, which are always Dblue, green,

brown, &e. than in the order of their distribu-
~ tion; but in general its plumage is more dusky
its bill is also broader at the base, more hooked,
andofa yéﬁbw colour : lastly, of all the Rollers
it has the longest wings.

M..Sbnucmt has lately sent to the Royal €a-
binet a bird, which is almost in every respect
like the Indian Roller; only its bill is still
broader, and for this reason, it has received the
epithet of large-toad-mouthed : but that appella-
tion would better suit the Goat-sucker.

HABITA ©

in India orientali,—10} pollices longa. w.

o
THE MADAGASCAR ROLLER*.

This species differs from all the preceding in
several properties : its bill is thicker at the base,
its eyes are larger, its wings and tail longer,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

CORACIAS MADAGASCARIENSIS. C. puppureo - fusea,
uropygio crisso rectricibusque ceeruleo-viridibus, remigi-
bus primoribus nigris extus ceeruleis, rectricibus ad apicem
ceruleo-nigricantibus.—Lat%. Ind. Ora. i. p. 170. No. 10.

CoraciAsMADAGASCARIENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 878.

Lt RoLLIER de MADAGASCAR. — Buff, per Sonn. sliv.
p. 811 pl. 82, £ 2.
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though the exterior pupils of the latter do not
project beyond the rest: lastly, the plumage is
of an uniform purple brown,. excepting only
that the bill is yellow, the largest quills of the
wings’black, the lower belly of a light blue,
the tail of the same colour, edged at its extre-
mity with a bar of three shades, viz. purple;
light blue, dnd dark purple approaching to
black. Tt has -all the other characters which
belong to the Rollers ; short feet, the edges of
the upper mandible scalloped near the point, the
small feathers which reflect from its base, and
the naked nostrils, &c.

LE RoLLE deMADAGASCAR.—PL Exl. 501.
MAaDAGASCAR ROLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 413, ke

HABITAT :
in Madagascaria.—10 pollices longa, W.

——— et

V.

THE MEXICAN ROLLER*.

This is: the Mexican Blackbird of Seba,
which Brisson makes his eighth Roller. It

- “*CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Coracias MexicaNa. C. griseo-rufescens, subtus alisque
pallide griseis Hammeo colorcwanegatn: ~—Lath, Ind, Orn,

¢ 1. p. 171 Not 11.

Coracias MEXICANA. —Gmel. Syst: i, p. 381.

L9
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would require the inspection of it to fix its trug
spegies ; for this would be difficult, from the
short notice given by Seba, who is here the ori-
ginal author. I place it among the Rollers,
because I know of no reason to exclude it; I
therefore follow the opinion of Brisson, ftill
more perfect information confirm or destroy
the temporary arrangement. The colours are
different from those which are common in the
Rollers. The upper part of the body is of a
dull grey, mixed with a rufous tint, and the
under of a light grey; with some marks of fire-
colour. :

GALGULUS MEXICANYS.—Bris. ii. p. 83. 8..

MERULA MEXICANA.—Seba, i. p. 301 t. 64. . 5.

Lt RorLier du MEx1QuE.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 333
MEXICAN ROLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 413.12.

HABITAT

in Mexico. W.

VL

- THE PARADISE ROLLER*
. I place this bird between the Rollers and the
Birds of Payadise, as forming the shade which :
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PABADlI?EA Aurga. P.flavo-fulva, capistro gula remigibus -
rectricibusque. nigris.~—Lath, Ind. Orn. i. p. 297, No, ko™
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sontiects these two kinds, because it seems 6
have the shape of the former, and to tesemble
the latter by its smallness, and the situation of
the eyes utider and very mear the junction of
the mandibles, and by a sort of natural velvet
whichi covers the throat and part of the head.
Besides, the two long quills of the tail, which
sometimes occur it the European Rollet, atid
which are much longer in that of Angold, is
another analogical character that connects the
genus of the Roller with that of the Bird of Pa-
radise. g

The upper part of the body of this bird is of
a vivid and brilliant orange, the under of a fine
yellow ; it has no black but under the throat,

" on part of the shoulders, and on the quills of
the tail. The feathers which cover the hind
part of the neck are long; narrow, flexible, and
recline on cach side over the lateral parts of the
neck and breast.

The feet and legs had been torn from the
subject described and designed by Edwards, as
if it had been a real Bird of Paradise ; and this
circumstance probably led that naturalist to re-

ORIOLUS AURE(';S —Gmel, Syst, i..p. 483,

IcTERUS Inmtvs —Bris. App. p. 87. 31.

Le ROLLIER(\(: P ARADIS.—Buffepar Sonn. x1iv. p. 335.

GoLDEN PARADISE Binp.—Edw. t. 112.—Lath. Syn. ii.
p. 483, 8.

\ HABITAT
in India.—8 po]lices\l‘onga. g w.

\
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fer it to that genus, though it has none of the
principal characters. The quills of the wings
were wanting, though those of the tail were
complete; they were, as | have said, twelye in
number, and terminated with yellow. Edwards
suspects that the quills of the wing are also
black, whether because they are of the same
colour with those of the tail, or that they were
wanting in the individual which he observed ;
for dealers in birds, in- drying the specimens,
pluck all the feathers which are of a bad colour,
to increase the beauty of the plumage.
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THE GREATER: BIRD OF PARA-
DISE *1.

Tuis species is more famous for the fictitious
and imaginary qualities ascribed to it, than for
t ) "F' "
- % PARADICEA.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum capistri plumis tomentosis tectum,
Penne hypochandriorum longiores plensque.
Nares pluniis tectz, |

Pedes ambulatorii.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA APODA. P. castanea, collo subtus viridi-aureo,
pennis  hypochondriis corpore longioribns, rectrieibus
duabus intermediis longis. setaceis,—ZLath, Ind. Ora. i.
p: 194. No. 1. .

PARADISEA APODA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 389.

~ MANUCODIATA, PARADISE Avis.—Bris. ii. p. 180.1. t. 13,
f. 1.—Raii Syn. p. 20, 1.—Id. 21, 3-5. 6. 7.—Id. p. 22.
8. 9.—Will. p. 56.1. 3. t. 11.—p. 57. 5. 6.—p, 58. 7. 8.
p-59. 9.

L'O1SEAU DE PARADIS. — Buff. Pl. Enl. 254.—Buff. par
Sonn. xliv. p. 341. pl. 83. f. 1.

BirDs OF PARADISE.—JVill. (dngl.) p. 91. T—p 92.3:5:
6.7.—p.93.8. 9. t. 1L

GREATER BirD oF PARADISE—Edw. t. 110.—Ab. ii.

t. 9.—Lath, Syn. ii. p. 471.

+
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any real and remarkable properties. The name
of the Bird of Paradise commonly suggests the
jdea of a bird which has no feet; which flies
. constantly, even in its slecp, or at most sus-
pends itself but for a few moments from the
branches of trees, by means of the long fila-
ments of its tail*; which copulates n its flight,
like certain insects, and lays and hatches in a
way unexampled in nature} ; which lives ouly
on vapours and dews, and which has the cavity
of its abdomen entirely filled with fat, instead
of stomach and intestines §, (which would be
quite superfluous, since it eats nothing, and
therefore needs mot to digest or to void:) in
. short, which has no existence but motion, no
element but air, where it 1s supported as 1on_g as

>
i

* HABITAT
in Moluceis, et reliquis Nova: Guinez vicinis ; gregaria. W,

+ In Latin, dvis Tndica, Avis De:, Parvis Pavo, Paco In-
dicus, Manucodiata, which the Italians have adopted, Manuco-
diata ‘Rex, Manucodiata Longa, Hippomanucodiata, Hirundo
Ternatensis :. in German, Luft Vogel (Sky-Bird), Paradiss
Vogel: in Portuguese, Passaros de Sl (Sparrow of the Sun).

# Aeosta.

1 To give an air of probability to the relation, the male, it
is alleged, has on its back a cavity, where the female depbéits
her eggs, and hatches them by means of a corresponding ca-
vity in her abdomen ; and, that the sitter might maintain her
posture, they entwine themselves with their long filaments.
Others have said, that they nestle in the terrestrial paradise,
and hence their name.—See DMuseum Wormianum, p. 294.

- § Aldrovandus, :
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it retains breath, as fish are buoyed up in water,
and which never touches the ground till after
death *.

This monstrous heap of absurdities is only a
chain of consequences justly drawn from a ra-
dical error, that the Bird of Paradise has no
legs, though it is furnished with even pretty
large omes §.

The fact | is, that the Indian merchants, who
trade with the feathers of this bird, or the fowl-
ers who sell them, are accustomed, whether for -
the sake of preserving and transporting the
specimens with more ease, or perhaps of coun-
tenancing an error which is favourable to their
interest, to dry the bird with its feathers, after

* The people of India say, that they are always found with
their bills pitched into the ground.—Navigations aux Terres
Australes, tom, ii. p. 232. In fact, their bill must necessarily
fall foremost.

+ Barrere, who seems on this head to speak only from con-
Jjecture, asserts, that the Birds of Paradise have legs so short,
and so thickly clothed with feathers to the toes, that one
should suppose them to have none at all. Tt is thus that,
trying to explain ene mistake, he falls into another.

t The inhabitants of the Arou islands believe that these
birds are hatched with legs, but apt to lose them, either from
disease or old age. If this were true, it would at once ex-
plain and excuse the error. -(See the observations of J. Otto
Helbigius, Collect. dcad. partic Etrang. tom. iii. p. 448.) - If
what Olaus Wormius (Musawm, p. 295) asserts were a fact,
that each of the toes of this bird has three articulations, tlns
singularity would be stitl greater ; for in almost all birds, “the
number of joints is different in each toe, the hind one having
two, including that of the nail, and of the fore-toes, the inner
having three, the mid-one four, and the outer five.
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having previously separated the thighs and ex-
tracted the entrails. This practice has been so
long continued, as to have strengthened the
prejudice to such a degree, that those who first
asserted the truth were, as usual, regarded as
unyworthy of credit®.

The fable, that the Bird of Paradise conti-
nually flies, derived an appearance of probabi-
lity from the consideration of the quantity of
feathers with which it is furnished ; for, besides
those common to other birds, it has many long
feathers, which ‘risc on each side between the
wing and the thigh, and which, extending
much beyond the true tail, and mingling with
it, form a sort of false tail, which many ob-
servers have mistaken. These subalar feathers
are what the naturalists term decomposed ; they
are very light themselves, and form a bunch al-
most devoid of weight, and aérial; they will
therefore increase the apparent bulk of the
bird 1, diminish its specific gravity, and thus
‘assist in supporting it in the air. But if the
wind be contrary, the abundance of plumage

will rather obstruct its motion; aggordingly it

is observed, that the bird of Paradiseiavoids the
blustering gales §, and commonly *settles in
countries the least subject to them.

= « Antonius Pigafétta falsely ascribes to their legs a palm
of length.”—_—Aldrovaudus, tom, i. p. 807.

+ It is said to appear as large as a pigeon, though it ex-
ceeds not the bulk of a blackbird.

t The Arous consist of five islands, and these birds inhabit

1
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These feathers are of the number of forty or
fifty on each side, of unequal lengths; the
greater part spread under the true tail, and
others lie over it, without concealing it; for
their texture is delicately slender, and almost
transparent, which is very difficult to represent
in a figure.

These feathers are highly esteemed in India,
and much sought after. At is not more than a
century since they were employed in Europe
for the same purposes as those of the Ostrich ;
and, indeed, their lightness and brilliancy make
them elegant ornaments. But the priests of
Asia ascribe to them miraculous virtues, which
give them a new value in the eyes of the vul-
gar, and have procured the bird the appellation
of the Bird of God.

Next to this, the most remarkable property
of the Bird of Paradise is those two long fila-
ments which take their rise above the true tail,
and extend more than a foot beyond the false
tail, formed by the subalar feathers. These,
indeed, are real filaments only at their middle;
... for at their origin and their termination, they
% are furnished with webs of the ordinary breadth,
In the females the extremities are narrower,
which, according to Brisson, is the only dis-
tinction between it and the male*.

only the middle ones; they never appear in the others, be-
ciuse, being naturally weak, they cannot withstand hlgh
winds,—HELBIGIUS.
* The inhabitants of the country say, that the females are
smaller than the males, agcording to J. Otto Helbigius. -
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The head and throat are covered with a sort
of velvet, formed by small erect feathers, which
are short, - stiff, and close ; those of the breast
and back are longer, but always silky and soft
to the feel. They are all of different colours,
which vary according to the position and the
light in which they are viewed.

The head i§ vety small in proportion to the
body; the eyes still smaller, and placed very
niear the opening of the bill, Clusius reckons
only ten quills in the tail ; but this assertion
svas certainly not founded on the examination
of a living subject, and it is doubtful whether

_ the plumage of a bird brought from so great a
distanice be entire, especially as it is subject to
an annual moulting, which lasts several montls,
During that time, which happens in the rainy
geasomn, it lives concealed; but, in the begin-
ning of August, after hatching, its feathers are
_zestored, fmd in the months of September aid
October, in which calm weather provails, it
flies in flocks, like the stares in Europe®.

This beautifiil bird is not much diffused:

s almost entirely confined to that part of Asm
which produces the spiceries, and c#pecially the
islands of Arou. Itis known also in the part of
New Guinea opposite to theseislands; but the
name which it there receives, Burung-roi,
seems to indicate its natal soﬂ :

Since warm regions of sp1ces alone are proper
for the Bird of Pdladlbc it probably subsists on

; e * Helbigius,
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some aromatic productions *; at least it does
not live solely on dew. J. Otto Helbigius,
who travelled into India, tells us, that it feeds
on red berries, which grow on a very tall tree.
Linneus says, that it subsists on large butter-
flies +; and Bontius, that it sometimes preys on
small birds. 1Its ordinary haunt is the woods,
where it perches on the trees, and the Indians
watch it in slender huts, which they attach te
the branches, and shoot it with their arrows of
seeds |. Bt flies like the swallow, whence it
has been called the Zernate Swallow§; though
others say, that its shape, indecd, resembles the
swallow, but that it flies higher, and always
soars in the aérial regions||.

Though Maregrave ranges it among the
birds of Brazil, there is no reason te suppose -
that it exists in America; at least no European
vessels have ever 1mported it from thence,
Besides, that naturalist does not, as usual, men-

* Tavernier remarks, that the Paradi¢e Bird is very fond
of nutmegs, and that it resorts to eat them in the season;
that it passes in flocks, like those which we observe of the
thrushes in the time of vintage, and that they are intoxicated
by the nutm;gignd drop down,—Foyage des Indes, tom. i, .
P. 369. _ ;‘.‘ :

T Systema Naturee, edit. x. p. 110. :

1 Some open the belly with a knife, as soon as they dmp,_
and having detached the entrails with a part of the flesh, they ey
introduce into the cavity a red-hot iron; after which they
dry the bird in the chimney, and sell it for a low price t&
the merchants.—HELBIGIUS.

§ Bontius.

{| Navig. aux Terres Austr, tom. ii. p. 252
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tion the name which it receives in the language
of the Brazilians, and a bird, clothed in such
delicate swelling plumage, could not traverse
the wide expanse of ocean which divides the
equatorial parts of the two continents *.

The ancients seem to have been totally un:
acquainted with the Bird of Paradise: no men-
tion is ever made of its rich decorations. Belon
pretends that it was the pheenix of antiquity;
but his opinion is founded on the fabulous qua-
lities of both {. The pheenix, toe, appeared in
Arabia and Egypt, while the Bird of Paradise
has remained always attached to the Oriental
parts of Asia, which were very little known to
the ancients.

Clusius mentions, on the authority of some
mariners, who themselves learned the fact from

* Valentyn asserts; that the Bird of Paradise does not exist
m the New World. Its longest voyages are from the islands
of Arou to New Guinea, and back again. They make the
returning voyage during the west or dry monsoon ; and the
first or ontward voyage when the east or rainy monsoon com-
mences. They always arrive in flocks of thirty or forty, and
are conducted by a bird of their species, which the islanders
name the king, and which is of a black colour, spotted with
red. This leader always flies above the flock, and is never
abandoned by them, as they constantly rest when he sets
them the example. This sort of submission is fatal to them
swhen the king alights on the ground ; for they cannot rise
again on account of the particular disposition of their fea-
thers, ; W

t < It has a golden brillianey about its neck ; its other
parts are purple,” says Pliny, speaking of the pheenix ;- then
he adds, “no person ever saw it feed.”—Lib, x, 2.
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feport, that there are two kinds of this bird;
the one large and beattiful, which inhabits the
islands of Arou; the other inferior to it in size
and elegance, which is settled in the country of
the Papous, next Gilolo*.  Helbigius, who
heard the same in the islands of Arou, adds,
that the Birds of Paradise, of New Guinea, or of
the Papous, differ from those of Arou, not only
m point of size, but also in the colours of the
plumage, which is white and yellowish. I
should regard these authorities as suspicious,
and insufficient to found any general conclu-
sion. The dried specimens indeed, which are
brought to Europe present great diversity of
appearance; in size, m the number and posi-
tion of the feathers, in the colours of the
plumage, &c. But, in such mutilated and im-
perfect preparations, it is impossible to decide
what must be ascribed to the effect of age, of
sex, of season, of climate, and of other acei-
‘dental causes, Besides, the Birds of Paradise
being very expensive articles of commerce,
many other birds, with long tails and an ele-
gant plumage, have been passed on the credulity
of the public, and the legs and thighs pulled off,
to conceal the fraud and enhance the price.
We have already had an example in the Paradise
Roller, mentioned by Edwards, on which the
honours of mutilation had been counferred. I

* J. Otto Helbigius speaks of the species which is found in
Wew Guinea, as not having in its tail the two long filaments
which appear in that of the species of the Arou islands.
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have myself seen several parroquets, promerops,
and other birds, which had been thus treated,
and many instances are to be found in Aldro-
vandus and Seba: and it is very common to
disfigure the real Birds of Paradise, with a view
to add to theirvalue. I shall therefore take no-
tice only of two principal species of these birds,
without venturing to vouch for the accuracy of -
that division till new observations illustrate the
matter. :
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THE MANUCODE 3

I avorr thls name from the Indian appells-
tion Manucediata, which signifies Bird of God.
It is usually called the I{mrr of the Birds of
Paradise 3 but this appellatlon is drawn from
fabulous accounts. . Clusius was informed by
the mariners, from a tradition which prevailed
e Fast, that each of the two species of the
Paradise had its leader, whose imperial

,?‘»{,EH@‘;CTER SPECIFICUS.
PARADISEA Recia. P. castanéo-purpurea subtus albida,
fascia pecﬂira[t viridi-aurea, rectricibus 2 in’termegiis fili-
formibus apice lunato-pennaceis.—Lath, Ind. Ora, i, p. 194,
. NOEEE S
PARA:DISEA REGIA—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 400.
MANUCODIATA MiNoR.— Bris. ii. p. 136. 2. t. 13. 2.
Rex Avnm P.mAmsxanux.—-Rau Syn. p. 22. 10.—J¥ill.
T e
. LE MANUCODE_B’uf Pl Enl. 496. ——Bqﬁ” par Sonn. xliv:

p.364. pl. 83. fig. 2.
Le Rol pEs O1sEAUX DE PARADIS. —=Sonn. Voy. p. 156.

t. 95.
ch OF THE GREATER ans OF PARADISE.—FHil. (ed.
J!ngl.) p. 96.t. 77.——Edw.l 111‘«--La{h Syn. ii. p. 475. 8.

; HABITAT
in Aroo, rehqmsque oceani indici insulis ; preecedente minor 3
aulto rarior ; solltana.-6-7 pollices lopga. | W
VOIL. TII.- M

)
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mandates were received with submissive obes
dience by 2 numerous train of subjects: that
his majesty always flew above the flock, and
issned orders for inspecting and tasting the
springs, where they might drink with safety,
&c.* This ridiculous fable is what alone con-
soles NiErcmbérg for the loss of the multitude
of vulgar opinions which Clusins has erased
from the history of birds; and this, by the
way, may serve to fix our idea of that compiler’s
Jjudgment.

The King Bird of Paradise greatly resembles
the rest. Like them, his head is small, his eyes
still smaller, placed near the corner of the open-
ing of the bill; his feet pretty long aud'ﬁrm.,;
the colours of his plumage glossy ; the two fila-
ments of his tail nearly similar, except that
they are shorter, and their extremity, which is
furnished with webs, forms a curl, by rolling
into itself, and is ornamented with spangles,
resembling ih miniature those of the peacock f.
He also has beneath the wing, on each side, a .
bunch of seven or eight feathers, which are
longer than in most birds, but not so long as
those of the Bird of Paradise, and of a different
shape, for they are edged through their whole
extent with webs of adhering filaments. The
Manucodg is smaller, the bill white and long

» This may allude to the method by which the peaple of
India sometimes take whole flocks of birds, by poisoning the,
fpuntams to which they resort and drink.

i Collection Academique, tom. iii. Part. Etran, p. 449.
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in proportion ; the wmgs are also loncrel the

tail. shorter, and the nostrile are covered with
feathers.

Clusius counted only thirteen quills in each
wing, and seven or eight in the tail; but he
did not consider that in a dried specimen these
might be incomplete. The same author remarks
as a singularity, that in some the two filaments
of the tail cross each other, though this might

often happen from accident, consxdermo theu‘
flexibility and their length*,

* Sonnerat, who observed this species in its native coun-
try, has given a very accurate description of it.—See Ais
Voy. @ la Nowv. Guinée, p. 156. pl. 95. The Manucode 13 a
solitary bird, not inhabiting the great trees like the Bird of
Paradise, but going from bush to bush in search of the red
berries, which compose its principal food, It inhabits the
Arou islands, but does not appear to hatch there, for the
natives assert that they never find its mest: they suppose
that it comes from New Guinea, and that it remains in Arou
only during the western monsoon, They catch the Man uc.odes
with snares made of a plant they call gumunatty, or with a
sort of birdlime, extracted from the bread-fruit tree.  W.

M2
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THE MAGNIFICENT BIRD OF
PARADISE * .

TaE two tufts (bouguets) which I regard ay
the distinctive character of this bird, appear
behind the neck,; and at its origin. The first
consists of several narrow feathers of a yellow
colour, marked near the pointwith a small black
spot, and which, instead of lying flat as ordi-

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PArADISEA MAGNIFICA. P. castaneo-fusca capistro ni-
gro, cervice cirrhata flava, eollo subtus pectoreque viridi-
nigris medio nitentibus.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 195. No. 3.

+ PARADISEA MAGNIFICA.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 401

LE MacN1r1guk de la NouvELLE GUINE'E—Soan. Voy.
p- 163. t. 98.—PL. Enl. 631.

Lr MaNUCODE & BouguETs—Buff, par Sonn, xliv. p. 370.
pl.84.f. 1. - =

MacNIPICENT BIRD OF PARADISE,—Lath. Sga, ii. p. 477
3.t 19,

i

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—9 pollices longa. Ww.

+ This bird bears some relation to the Manucodiata-Cirr-
Jata of Aldrovandus. The latter has a similar tuft, formed
in the same way of unwebbed feathers, but which appears
longer, and its bill and tail are much longer.
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nary, stand erect, those near the head at right
angles, and the succeeding ones with smaller
inclinations. :

Under the first tuft we perceive a second,
which 1is larger, but not se much raised, and
more reclined : it‘is composed of long detached
filaments, which sprout from very siiort shafts,
and of which fifteen or twenty join together,
forming straw-coloured feathers. These fea-
thers seem to be cut square at the end, and
malke angles, more or less acute, with the plane
of the shoulders.

This second tuft is bounded on the right and
left by common feathers, variegated with brown
and orange, and is terminated behind by a
reddish and shining brown spot, of a triangular
shape, with the vertex turned towards the tail,
and the filaments of the feathers loose and de-
composed, as in the second tuft.

Another characteristic feature of this bird is
the two filaments of the tail, which are about
a foot long and a line broad, and of a blue co-
lour, chanomo' into a lucid green, and taking
their origin above the tail. So far they mu(.h
resemble the filaments -of the preceding spegies,
but are of a different form, for they do not end
in a point, and are furnished with webs on the
middle only of the inner side.

The middle of the neck and breast is marked
from the throat by a row of very short fea-
thers, displaying a series of small transverse

lines, which are alternately of a fine light
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green, changing into blue, and of a deep duck
gl‘een.

Brown is the prevailing colour on the lower
belly, the rump, and the tail; rusty yellow is
that of the quills, the wings, and of their co-
verts ; but the quills have more than one brown
spot at their extremity, at least this is the case
in the specimen prcserved in the Royal Cabinet;
for it may be proper to mention that the long
quills of the wings, as well as the feet, have
been removed®, :

This bird is rather larger than the preceding 5
its Dill is similar, and the feathers of the front
extend over the nostrils, which they partly
cover : this is inconsistent with the character
that has been established of these birds by one
of our most intelligent ornithologists .

The feathers of the head are short, straight,
close, and very soft to the touch. They form a
sort of velvet of a changing colour, as in al-
most all the Birds of Paradise, and of a brown-
ish ground. The throat is.also covered with
velvet feathers; but these are black with golden-
green reflections.

® ?know not whether the individual observed by Aldro-
vandus had the number of wingquills very cm_nplt;te; but
this author says that these quills were of a blackish colour.

t The feathers at the base of the bill turned back, and
leaving the nostrils hare.—BR1ssoN.
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THE BLACK MANUCODE OF NEW
GUINEA, called the SUPERB *,

Tue predominant colour of the plumage of
this bird is a rich velvet black, decorated under
the neck with reflections of deep violet. Its
head, breast, and the hind part of its neck, are
‘brilliant, with the variable shades of a finegreen;
the rest is entirely black, net even excepting
the bill.

I place this bird immediately after the Birds
of Paradise, though it wants the filaments of
the tail ; but we may suppose that moulting, or
some accidental cause, is the reason of this de-

* OCHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PArADISEA SuPERBA. P, fronte ecristata, capite cervice
abdomineque viridibus, gula vielacea sericea, cauda me-
diocri ceerulescenti-atra,—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 196, No. 7.

PARADISEA SUPERBA.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 402.

L MANUCODE dit le SUPEREE.—Son, Fay. p. 157. t. 96.—
Bugf. PL. Enl. G32.

LE MANUCODE NOIR, &c.—DBuff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 5. pl. 74.
£ ==

SuPERB PARADISE BiRD.—Lath. Sya. ii. p. 479. 5.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—10 pollices longa. W.
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fecf; for in other respects it resembles these
birds, not only In its general shape, and in that
of its bill, but is also related by the identity
of climate, by the richness of its colours, and
a certaim superabundance of luxuriancy of fea-
thers which is peculiar to the Birds of Paradise;
for there are two small tufts of black feathers
which cover the nostrils, and two other bunches
of the same colour, but much longer, and di-
vected to the opposite extremity, ,These riseon
the shoulders, and spreading more or less over
the back, but always bent backwards, form a
sort of wings, which extend almost to the ex~
tremity of the true wings, when these are closed.

We must add, that these feathers are of un-
equal lengths, and that those of the’ anterior
surface of the neck and the sides of the breast
are very long and narrow *. =

% Valentyn says, that these birds are confined to the most
northern part of New Guinea, called Serghily. The Indians
earry them to Salawatin hollow bamboos, after having smolie-
dried them, and cut off theirwings and feet. They exchange
the Manucodes for little hatchets and cparse stuffs, W.

-
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THE SIFILET, OR MANUCODE

with Six Filaments *.

Ir we adopt the filaments as the specific cha-
racter of the Manucodes, the present is entitled
to be ranged at their head; for, instead of two,

it has six, and of these not one rises on the
back, but all of them take their origin from the
head, three on each side. They are half a foot
long, and reflect backwards. They have no
webs but at their extremity for the space of six
lines, and these are black and pretty long.

* CHARACTER sp}:cxyfcus./

PARADISEA SEXSETACEA. P. crisgata atra, veitice genia
gulaque viplaceo-nigris, jugule macula cervicis pectoreque
viridi nitentibug, regione auriim umnque pennis setaceis
tribus longissimis.—Lath. Ind Qe i. p- 196. No.9.

PARADISEA AUREA.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 402.

L'01sEAU PARADIS 3 GORGE DORE'E—Sonn. Foy. p. 168.

= O

LE MANUCODE & S1x FILETs.—Buf. Pl Enl. 633.—Buf.
par Sonn.~xlv. p. 9. pl. 85.f. 2.

GOLD-BREASTED PARADISE BIRD.—Lath. Syn. ii. p.481. 6.

2 HABITAT

in Nova G uinea. W
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_fBesidesr these filaments, this bird has two
proPerties which belong to the Bird of Pa-

radise ; luxuriancy of feathers and richness of

colours.

.‘;I‘he'}uxuriancy of fegthe,rs consists: 1. Ina
sort of tuft composed of stiff narrow feathers,
and which rises at the base of the upper man-
dible. 2. In the length of the feathers of the
belly and of the abdomen, which is four inches
or more; one part of these feathers, extending
 directly, conceals the under-side of the tail,
while another part, rising obliquely on each side,
covers the upper surface of the tail as far as the
third of its length, and all of them correspond
¢o the subalar feathers of the Bird of Paradise,
and of the Manucode.

With regard to the plumage, the most bril-
liant colours appear on the neck; behind, it is
gold-green and bronze violet; before, topaz-
gold reflections, which wanton in all the shades
of green, and derive new lustre from the con-
trast with the darkncss of the contiguous parts;
for the head is black, changing into a deep
violet, and the rest of the body is brown, in-
clining to black, and with reflections of the
same deep violet.

The bill of this bird is nearly the same as
in the Birds of Paradise; the only differ-
ence is, that its upper ridge is angular and
sharp, while in most of the other Kinds it is
tounded.

Nothing can be said with respect to the feet
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and the wings, because they were extirpated,
in the subject from which this description is
drawn; a practice which, as we have re-

marked, is usual with the Indian hunters oF
. _merchants.



THE CALYBE' OF NEW GUINEA##.

Ir this bird has not the luxuriant plumage of
the Paradise tribe, it has at least the rich colours
and the pecuhar softness of texture.

Its head is covered with a beautiful blue
velvet, changing into green, and exhibiting the
reflections of the beryl. The neck is clothed

% CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA CHALYBEA, P, ceruleo-viridis, capite sericeo
nigro tomentoso, dorso uropygio abdomine caudaque cha-
lybeo—mtcnﬁbus —Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 197. No 10.

PARADISEA VIRIDIS.—Gmel. Syst.i. p. 402.

Le CaLysE' de la NOUVELLE GUINEE. —-Bqﬂ“ Pl Eal,
634.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 13.

L'O1seav de PARADIS VERD.—Somn. Foy. p. 164. 1. 99,

BLUE-GREEN PARADISE BIRD.—Lath. Syn, ii. p. 482, 7.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—16 pollices longa. Ww.

+ The name Calylé, or Calibete, was given by Daubenton
the younger, to express the chief colour of its plumage,
whichis a bronzed steel. 'To the same gentleman we owe
the elements of the descriptions of these four new species.
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with a longer shag, but which dazzles with the
same colours, except that each feather, being
of a shining black in the middle, of a green
changing into blue only at the edges, there re-
sult waving shades, which play still more than
these of the head. The back, the rump, the
tail and the belly, are blue, like polished steel,
and with very brilliant reflections.

The small velvet feathers on its forehead
project forwards as far as the nostrils, which
are deeper than in the preceding kinds. The
bill is also longer and thicker, but it is of
the same shape, and its edges are scalloped in
the same manner near the point. Six quills
only are reckoned in the tail, but probably it
was not entire. - : =

In the subject on which this description is
founded, as well as those of the three preceding
descriptions, a stick was passed through their
whole length, and projected two or three inches
out of the bill*. In that simple way, and by
extirpating the feathers which would spoil the
effect, the Indians cz. in an instant form an
elegant sort of pluzne with any small bird which
they meet. But the specimens are thus de-
ranged, and their proportions altered. On this
account it was difficult to discover in the Ca-
- Iybé the insertion of the wings; insomuch that

* They were brought from India by M. Sonnerat, corre-
spondent of the king's cabinet of natural history.
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eredulity might have asserted that this bird had
neither feet nor wiigs,

The Calybé differs from the Manucodes more
than the preceding : for this reason Ihave ranged
it ih the lasg place, and hestowed on it a parti-
cular name.
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Plate 70

THE AFRICAN BEEF-EATE R




THE OX-PECKER *.

Brisson is the first who has described this
little Bird, which Andanson brought from Se-
negal. It is scarcely larger than the crested
lark, and its wings extend only fourteen inches.
Its plumage has nothing remarkable; in general
a greyish brown prevails on the upper part of
the body, and greyish yellow on the under.
The bill is not of an invariable colour; in some
individuals it is entirely brown ; in others red at

* BUPHAGA.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rastrum rectum, subquadrangulare, mandibulis gibbis inte-
gris, extrorsum gibbiosioribus. :
Pedes ambulatorii.

CHARACTER 8 PECIFICUS.

BUPHAGA APRICANA.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 147. No. 1.—
Gmel. Syst.i. p. 362. : 3

BupPHAGA.—DBris. ii. p. 437. t. 42. f. 2.

Lz Pro-Baur.— Buff. PL Enl. 293.—Buf. par Sona. xlv.
p- 31 pl. 85.f. 1.

AFRICAN BREP-EATER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 859. 1. t. 12

HABITAT

in Senegala.—83 pollices longa. W,
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the point, and yellow at the base; in all it is
nearly of a quadrangular shape, and the points
of the twomandibles are reflected in a contrary
direction. The tail is tapered in steps, and
a singular circumstance is observed, that the
twelve quills, of which it consists, are all
pointed. Lastly, the first phalany of the exte-
rior toe is closely connected to that of the
mid-toe.

This bird is very fond of certain worms, or
the larve of insects, which lodge under the
epidermis in oxen. It alights on the backs of
these animals, and pierces their skin with its
bill, to extract these worms, and hence its

name*,

* Levaillant saw theserbirds in the Namaquas country, the &
only part of southern Africa where he met with them. W,
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THE COMMON STARE Lt

Few birds are so generally known, especially
_ in the temperate climates, as the St'ue for ag

= STURNUS

CHARACTER GENERI

Rostrum subulatum, angulatum, depressum, dbtusnuscu.
lum : mandibula supenore:
tentiusculis,

Nares supra marginate.

ngua emarginata, acu

1' In Greek, s}ago;, ‘;hence the name for granite, Jagovor,
the spotted surface of that stone resembﬁng the plumage of
" VO, IIT, N
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it is a constant resident of the district whete
it settles ¥, and as it can be trained in the do-
mestic state, its habits have been observed,
whether when subjected to restraint, or ranging
without controul.

The blackbird is that, of all the feathered
race, which the Stare resembles the most; their
young can hardly be distinguished-{ : but after
their characters are developed the Stare is
found to be distinguished by the streaks and
reflections of its pluma.ge by the blunter form
of its bill, which is broader and not scalloped
near the point]; and by the greater flatness
of its head, &c. But another very remarkable
difference, and which is derived from a more

the Stare ; it had also the appellations, A spxnos, Babos, oA,
or Jorpic: in Latin, Sturnus or Sturnelfus : in Hebrew, Sarsir
or Zezir : in Arabic, Alzarazir, Zarater, dzuri: in Italian,
Sturno; Storzo, Sternello : in Portuguese, Sturnino: in Spa-
nish, Estornino: in German, Staar, Starn, Sprecke, Rinder-
Starn (Ox Stare): in Flemish, Spreuve, Sprue: in Polish,
Szpak, Spatzek, Szpaczieck, Skorzek.

 # In the colder countries, however, such as Sweden and
Switzerland, if is migratory. It descends after the middle
of summer into the low lands of Scanmia,” says Linnwmus,
Fauna Suecica, p. 70.: *“ when they leave our country,” says
Gesner,—de Avibus; p. 745.

+ BELON.—So exact is the resemhlance between the young
of these two species, that I once knew a law-suit grounded
upon it. The appellant produced a well-trained blackbird,
and demanded the recompence stipulated for rearing and
educating it ; but the defendant insisted, that the young & bird
which he had committed in charge was a Stare.

1 Barrere says, that the Stare hasa quadrangalar bill. He
must at Jeast allow that the angles are very round.
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intimate cause, is, that the species of the Stare
is solitary in Europe ; whereas the species of the
blackbird are extremely numerous.

There is another circumstance also in which
these birds are analogous; they never change
their résidence during the winter. They only
seek for those spots in the track where they are
settled that have the best aspect, and are in the
neighbourhood of springs*; ‘with this differ-
ence, however, that the blackbirds still continue,
to live solitary; whereas the Stares assemble
after the breeding season in very numerous

flocks! these fly in a peculiar manner; which
would seem to be directed by a sort of tactics.
- It is the voice of instinct which incessantly
impels the Stares toward the centre of the bat-
‘talion, while the rapidity of their motions hur-
ries them beyond 1it; a sort of vortex is thus
formed, denser at the middle, and raver near the
verge; and the collective body performs an
uniform circular revolution, and at the same
/time continues to make a progressive advance.
This mode of flying has its advantages and its
‘inconveniences. The rapacious tribe is discon-
certed by the whirling of the Stares, alarmed by
their noisy cries, and deterred by the appearance
of order. But the danger is increased of falling
a prey to the arts of man : the bird-catcher fixes
a packthread besmeared with bird-lime to each
= .

* This has probably led Aristotle to say, that the Stare

eonceals itself well in winter.
N 2
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foot, and thus discharges one or two Stares;
these mingle in the ﬂock of their compamons
and n thelr frequent gyrations and rencounters
entangle others, and a number of victims, after
wasting their eﬂ"mts, tumble headlong to the
ground.

The evening is the time When the Stares: as-
semble in the greatest numbers, to provide more
effectually against the dangers of the night;
avhich they commonly spend among the reeds,
whither they hasten about the close uf the day,
in a noisy ﬂlght * They chatter much in the
evcning and morning, at the forming and dis-
pel sing of their forces; are less clamorous dur-
ing the rest of the day, and quite silent in
~the night.

So attached are the Stares to society, that
they not only join those of their own species,
but also birds of a different kind. Inthe spring,
before the breeding season, they often associate
with the crows and jackdaws, and even with
the fed-wings and field-fares, and sometimes
with the pigeons.

Their loves commence about the end of
March. Vieolence decides their choice: they
continue as 1i0isy as ever; their twitter is inces-
sant ; and to sing and toy seem then their sole
occupation. The care of the expected progeny
succeeds; but they are not over-anxious inpro-
viding for the reception; They often take pos-

" OuINA—He compares the noise of their passage
through the air to the rattling ot hail. '
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session of the mest of a woodpecker, which
often retaliates in its turn. When they would
construct one for themselves, they only heap
a few dry leaves, some herbage, or moss, in the
hole of a tree or of a wall. In this artless bed
the female drops five or six egos of a greenish
ash colour, and covers them for the space of
sighteen or twenty-one days. Sometimes she
hatches in dove-cotes, in the roofs of dwelling-
houses, and even in the holes of rocks on the
sea-coast, as in the Isle of Wight and in other
places*. I have sometimes received, in the
month of May, nests which were pretended to
belong to the Stare, and to be found in trees;
but as two of them resemble exactly those of
the thrush, I suspect that the persons whom T
employed wanted to impose on me, unless we
suppose that the Starc had dispossessed the
thrush, and occupied its place. In some cases,
however, they make their own nests ; a skilful
observer told me, that he has seen several of
them on the same tree. The young continue
long with their mother, which would make me.
doubt the assertion of some authors f, that the
Stare hatches thrice a-year; except thisgelate
to warm countries, where the progress mcu-
bation and of growth is rapid.

The feathers of the Stares are in general long
and narrow, as Belon describes ; their colour is

®

* British Zoology, :

+ It has two or three hatches annually, each consisting
of four or five young.”—Olina Utccelliera.
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at first of a blackish-brown, uniform, and with. .
out streaks or reflections. The streaks begin
to éppear after the first moulting, emer‘ging
about the end of July, on the lower part of
the bedy; then on the head, and towards the
20th of August, are spread over the upper
part of the body. I always mean the young
Stares, which were hatched in the beginning of
May. : ‘

I have remarked, that in this first moulting,
the feathers which surround the base of the
bill, dropped almost all at once, so that this
part was bald during the month of July¥, as
it happens constantly in the rook through
the test of the year. I also observed that the
bill was almost all yellow on the 15th of May;
this soon changed into a horn ¢olour, and Belon.
assures us, that in time it becomes orange.

In the males, the eyes have a larger share of
brown, or it is more uniform f; the streaks of
the plumage more distinct and yellower ; and
the dark colour of the feathers, which are not:
streaked, is brightened by more vivid reflections,
that vary between purple and deep green. Be-
sides, the male is larger, weighing three ounces
and 8#alf. Salernc adds, another distinguished .

* 1 know 'n_ot why Pliny, speaking of the Stares, says,v
“But chese lose not their feathers.” Lib. x. 24. 3

1 ‘¢"Fhe female has a little speek in the pupil of the €yes, «
which i the male is eptirely black.”—Orina. Willughby
seems also: to allude to this slough on the eye : ¢ The irides

are hazel, the upper part whiter,” where he must probahly
pean the temale, : \
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character of the sex is, that the tongue 1is
pointed in the male, but forked in tlie female.
It would appear that Linnzus had seenit pointed
in some individuals, and forked in others*. In
those which came under my examination, it was
forked.

The Stares live on snails, worms, and cater-
pillars ; especially on those large caterpillars of
a fine green, with reddish reflections, which ap-
pear, in the month of June, upon the flowers,
and chiefly upon the roses. They feed also on
wheat, buckw heat, millet, pamc, hemp-seed,
elder-berries, olives, cherries, raisins, &c.f It
is pretended that the last is what corrects best
the natyral bitterness of their flesh, and that
cherries are what they are the fondest of 1;and
these afford an almost infallible bait for weel-
nets, which are laid among the reeds, where
they retire in the evenings; and in this way a
hundred may often be caught in one night; but

* Lingua Acutd,—Syst. Nai. edit. x. Lingua bifidd,—
Luuna Suecica,

+ They make great havoc among the vines ux the south of
France, as well as among the figs when ripe ; at which time
their flesh is very good, as it is also said to'be in Barbary
V{hen they feed on dates. . w.

i Schwenckfeld, Salerne, §c.—Cardan says, that to sweeten
the flesh of Stares, we need only cut off their head as soon
as they are killed : Albin directs them to be ﬂayed others
allege, that the mountain Stares are befter tasted than thoSe
of the plains. But thesz authors can only mean the young
birds, for the flesh of the old cnes is always bitter and unpi-
latable.
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this diversion lasts no longer than the season of
cherries.

They are fond of following oxen and other
large cattle as they feed in the meadows, at-
tracted, it is said, by the insects which flutter
round them, or by those, perhaps, which swarm
in their dung, or in meadows in general. From .
this habit is derived the German name Rinder
Staren. They are also accused of feeding on
the carcases that are exposed on gibbets*; but
it is probably in search only of insccts, T have
raised some of these birds, and have observed,
that when bits of raw flesh were offered to
them, they fixed on the prey with gredt avidity.
If they were presented with the flower-cup of
a pink, containing seed already formed, they
did not grasp it with their claws, and pluck it
like the jay, but shook it and struck it against
the bars in the bottom of the cage, till the
grains dropped out. I remarked also, that they
drank nearly like the gallinaceous tribe, and
took great delight in bathing. It is probable
that one of those which I raised died of cold,
in consequence of bathing too often during the
winter, :

These birds live seven or eight years, or even
longer, in the domestic state. The wild ones
canmot be decoyed by the call, because they re-
gard no§ the scream of tiae owl. DBut besides
the contrivance of the limed threads and the

* Aldrovanduys.
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weel-nets, which I have already mentioned, a
method has been fallen on to take entire fami-
lies, by fixing to the walls and the trees where
they lodge pots of earthen ware of a conve-
nient  form, wlm,h the birds often prefer to
place their nests in*. Many are also caught by
the gin and draw—net In some parts of Italy
‘it is common to employ tame weazels to drag
them out of their nests, or rather their holes ;
for the artifice of man consists in employing
one enslaved race to ‘extend his dominion over
the rest.

The Stares have the membrana nictinans ;
their nostrils are half-sheathed by a membrane ;
the legs are of a reddish brown; the outer
toe is connected to the mid one as far as the
phalanz ; the hind nail is stronger than the rest;
the gizzard is preceded by a dilatation of the
wsophagus, is a little fleshy, and contains some-
times small stones. The-intestinal tube is
twenty inches in length, from the one orifice to -
the other; the gall-bladder is of the ordmmy'
size: the cace very small, and placed nearer the
anus than is common in birds.

In dissecting a young Stare, one of those
which I had raised, I remarked that the con-
tents of the gizzard and of the intestines were
entircly black, though it had heen fed on bread

* % Olina anid Schwenckfeld,

t T know not why Willughby says that the legs are fea-
thered to the toes,” 1 never found this in any of the Stares
which I examined.
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and milk only. This circumstance denotes an -
abundance of black bile; and at the same time
accounts for the bitterness of the flesh of
these birds, and the use which has been made
of their excnements in thc prepdration of cos-
metlcs.

'The Stare can be taught to speak either
French, German, Latm Greek , &c. and to
pronounce phrases of ‘some length. It pliant
throat accommodates itself to every inflexion
and every accent. If can readily articulate the
letter R}, and acquires a sort of warbling
which is much superior to its matiye songt.

~ Thisbird isspread through an extensive range
in the ancient continent. Itisfound in Sweden,
Germany, France, Italy, the Isle of Malta, the
Cape of Good Hope§, and every where nearly
the same; wheteas those American birds which
“have been called Stales presmt great 'dl\(ﬁ_}p
sity. of appearance ||

.

* “The young Ceesars had a Stare and Nightingales docile
in the Greek and Latin languages, and which made continual
progress, and assiduously prattled new phrases of comxderable
length.”—Pliny, lib, x. 42,

+ Scaliger.

1 Sturnus pisitat ore, isitat, pisistrat : Bt was thus that the

Latins expressed the notes of the Stare—See the Author of
Philomela.

§ Kolben.

|| Pennant has given a short but satisfactory account of the
manners of the Stare, of which the following is the substance.
—The Stare breeds in hollow trees, eaves of houses, towers 5
ruins, cliffs, and often in high rocks over the sea, ILl-’a)~ foug
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or five eges of a pale greemsh ash colour, and makes its nest
of straw small fibres of 100ts, &c. In winter Stares collect
in great flocks ; myriads of them assemble in the fens of
meolnshxre, and de great damage to the fenmen, by roosting
on the reeds and breaking them down by their weight. They
feed on worms and insects ; and, it is said, they will get inta
pigeon-houses for the sake of sucking the eggs, They are
very docile, and may be taught to speak,—Brit, Zool. i,
p. 300. : W,
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VARIETIES OF THE STARE.

- Tpoucn the Stares retain uniformly the ori-
ginal impression, they are not entirely exempted
from the tendency to variety in nature; but the
varieties which occur are always superficial, and
often confined to individuals. The following
have been noticed by authors : ‘

1. The WHITE STARE of Aldrovandus*,
with flesh-coloured legs and a reddish yellow
bill, as in the common kind after they have
grown old. Aldrovandus says, thatit was taken
along with the ordinary Stares ; and Rzaczynski
informs us, that in a certain part of Poland | it
was usual to see a Black and a White Stare rising
from the same nest. Willughby also speaks of
two White Stares which were observed in Cum-
berland.

1I. The BLACK AND WHITE STARE.—To
this variety I refer; 1. The White-headed Stare
- of Aldrovandus {: in this bird, the head, the
bill, the neck, the whole of the under part of the
body, the coverts of the wings, and the two ex-

* Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 1.—Linn. and Gmel. Sturnys
Albus.—Bris. The White Starling.—I77ll.

+ Near Coronovia. -

$ Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 3, —Lan. and Gmel, Sturnus
Leucocephalus.—Bris,
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terior quills of the tail, were white; the other
quills of the tail, and all those of the wings,
were as in the ordinary Stare ; the white of the
head was set off by two small black spots placed
above the eyes, and the white of the under part
of the body was variegated with blueish spots.
9, The Pied Stare of Schwenckfeld, m which
the top of the head, the half of the bill next
the base, the neck, the quills of the wing, and
those of the tail, were black, and all the rest
white. 3. The Black-headed Stare, seen by
Willughby, the rest of the body entirely
white *. ‘ :

[II. The GREY CINEREOUS STARE of
Aldrovandus t.  This author is the only person
who has seen one of that colour, which is no-
thing but black melted with white. It is easy
to conceive how these varieties might be multi-
plied from the different distribution of the black
and white, and from the numerous shades of
grey, which result from the different propor-
tions in which the two original colours enter
into the mixture. .

# Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 2—ZLinn. and Gmel.. Sturnus
Eeucomelas—Bris. 'The Black and White Starling,—#¥4ll.

1 Sturnus Vulgaris, var. A —Linn. and Gmel. ~ Sturnus
Cinereus,—Bris. ;
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FOREIGN BIRDS
WHICH AﬁE RELATED TO THE STARE.

I

'HE CAPE STARE, OR THE PIED
STARE*

This African bird resembles in its general
ghape the Common Stare, and the black and
white colours of its plumage arc distributed a3
in the Magpie.

Were it not that its bill is thicker and longer

*CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STURNUS CAPENSIS. 8. nigricans; capitis lateribug subtusque
albus.—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 322.

STuRNUS CAPENsIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 802. —-Ens 1k
P. 446.2.t. 41, £ 3.

L'ErourNEav Pik du Cap de B, Esp,—Buf. PI Enl, 280.
~—Bugf. par Sonn, xlv. p. 1.

CarE STARE.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 5.

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonz Spei. W
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than in the European Stare, we might regard it
as merely a variety, especially as our Stare is to
be met with at the Cape of Good Hope; and
this variety would coincide with the one already
tentioned, in which the black and white are
distributed in large spots. The most remark-
able character in this bird is a very large white
spot, of a round shape, placed on each side of
the head, and which stretches forward to the
base of the bill, and inclosing the eye shoots
into a sort of appendix, variegated with black,
that descends along its neck.

This bird is the same with Edwards’s black
and white Indian Starling, PL 187.; with
Albin’s Contra of Bengal, vol. iii. PI. 81. ; with
Brisson’s Cape of Good Hope Stare, vol. ii.
p- 448; and even with his ninth tropic bird.
He acknowledges this, and rectifies it, p. 54
of the Supplement; and, cousidering the chaos
of incomplete description, and of mutilated

figures, which disgraces Natural HListory, he
~is certainly excusable. To avoid confusion,
therefore, it is“of the utmost importance to
collate the different names which have been
bestowed on a bird by different authors, and at
different times. ‘
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IL

THE LOUISIANA STARE, OR THE
STOURNE *.

I have applied the name of Stourae, whlch i3
formed from the Latin Sturnus, to an American -
bird, which, though considerably different, is
allied to our Stare. The under part of its body
is grey, variegated with brown, and the upper
is yellow. The most Uharacteusnc marks of
this bird, in‘respect to colour, are, 1. A black-
ish plate intermixed with grey at the lower part
of the neck, and rising distinetly out of the
vellow ground. 2. Three white bars on its
head, which rise from the base of the upper
mandible, and extend as far as the oceipué ; the

¥ CHARACTER SPECIEICUS.

STurNUs Lubevicianus. S. pgriseo fuscoque maculatus,
subtu‘s flavus, hinea capitis superciliisque albis, gula nigra,
— at/l Tnd. Orn. 1. p. 328,

~Sf'xm,xgus LunovictANus,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 802. —Buds. ii.
p.449.4 t 49 f 1.

L’ETOURNEAy de la LoutstANE,—Buf, Pi. En. 206—
Bugf. par Sonp. xlv. p. 65,

LOUVISIANG SPARE,—drct. Zool, il. No, 193.—Lath, Syu. iit,
p. 6. 3’. /

o

HABITAT

in America—~ 9% pollices longus. =0
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one rests on the top of the head, while the two
others, which are parallel to it, stretch on each
side over the eyes. In general this bird resem-
bles the European Stare, by the proportions of
its wings and tail, and also by the dispersion
of these colours in small spots : its head is like-
wise flat, but its bill is longeg,

A correspondent of the Cabinet informs us,
- that Louisiana is much incommoded by clouds
of these Stares; which would show that their
mantier of flying resembles that of the European .
sort. But we -are not very certain if he means
the species of this article.

“

I11.

THE TOLCANA*{.

The short account which Fernandez has given
of this bird is not only incomplete, but care-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STuRNUS JUNCETI S, niger capite fusco.—Lath, Ind.
Ora. i. p. 326. No. 14.

STURNUs OBscURUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 804. ;

TOLOCATZANATL, seu STURNUS JUNCETI.—Raii Syn.
p. 168. 23, =

STURNUS NovE HisPANIE.—Briss, ii, p. 448. 3.
YOL, III, 0
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lgssly drawn up; for though he says that the
Tolcana is, in size and figure, like the Star e, he
afterwards adds that it is rather smaller,, Y et
he is the only original author from whom we
can obtain information with lewald to this bird,

and on ‘his evidence Brisson 11as ranged it
among the Stares. It appears to me, however

that these two authqrs adopt very different cha-
racters of the Stare: Brisson, for instance,.
makes it the dlstmguwhmv feature of the
genus, that the hill is stmlght, blunt, and con-
vex ; and Fernandez, speaklng of a bird of the
Tsanatl or Stare kind, mentions, that it is.
short, thick, and rather hooked; and in another

‘place he refers the same bird, named Cacalvtototl,

to the genus of the Raven (which is called
Caca!otl in the Mexican language), and to that
of the Starc T he arrangement of the Tolcana

LE TOLCANA. ——Buﬁ' par Sonn. xlv. p- 71.
BROWN-HEADED STABE.HLaHa SJn m p 11,12,

' HABITAT
inN Hispania. - - W.

1' I'ormed from the Mexican name Tolocatzanntl wlnch
signifies Reed Stare.

* ¢ Cuealototot!, or Raven Bu-d seems to belong to the
genus Tzanatl of the Stares.”

This bird ‘has, according to Fernandez, a black"plumage
inclining to blue, the bill entirely black, the iris orange, the
tail long, the flesh bad to eat, and no song. Itloves temper-
ate and warm countries. From this short statement, it is,
difficult to decide whether the bird in question be a Raven ox
a Stare.
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is therefore not determined; I have retained
its Mexican name, without venturing to pro-
nounce whether it is a Stare or not.

This bird is, like the European Stares, fond
of places aboundmg in rushes and aquatic
plants. Its head is brown, and the rest of its
plumage black. It has no song, or eyen cry.
In that it partakes of the qualities of many other
American birds, whichare more remarkable for

the richness of their plumage than the sweet-
ness of their warble.

1v.

" THE CACASTOL*+.

I here range this bird on the very suspicious
authority of Fernandez, and the analogy Which

# GHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

SturNus MzexrcaNus. S. cerulens migro variegatus,
iridibus Iuteis,—Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 326. No. 15,

STURNUS M EXICANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 804,

Caxaxrororsi—Rai Syn. p. 167. 16.

LE CacastoL.—Buf. par Soan. xlv. p. 75.

CoTiNGA MEXICANA.~—Bris. ii. p. 347- 4.

MEX1CAN STARE.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 12.13,

HABITAT

in Mexzico, W,
o2
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its name bears in the Mexican language to that :
of the Stare; mor am I acquainted with any
European bird to which I can refer it. Brisson,
who conceives it to be a Cottinga, has been
obliged, in order to support his preconceptious,
to reject from the description of F errandez, al-
ready too short, the words which indicate the
lengthened and pointed shape of its bill; this
shape being really related more closely to the
Stare than to the Cottinga. DBesides, the Ca-
castol is nearly of the bulk of -the Stare; and,
like that bird, it has a small head, and is in-
different food ; it likewise inhabits the temper-
ate and warm regions. It is indeed a bad
singer, but we have seen that the native rotes
of the European Stare are not very. captivating;
and, if it were carried into America, we may
presume that its imitation of the harsh music
of the forest would soon destroy every harmo-
pious modulation. '

+ The Mexican name is Cazeaxtofotl: it is also called Hue-
#2anatl. Tzanatl in the Mexican langnage corresponds to ouy
Stare.
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Vi

THE PIMALOT %

The broad bill of this bird might lead us to
suspect that it is not a Stare; but if what Fer-
nandez says be tru€, that its habits and in-
stincts.are the same with those of the other
Stares, we cannot hesitate to infer that it is of
an analogous species; especially as it generally
haunts the coasts of the South Sea, lodging
probably, like the European sort, among the
aquatic plants.—The Pimalot is rather larger.

_ * This word is formed from the Mexican name Pitzmalotl,

V1.

THE STARE OF TERRA MAGEL-
LANICA, OR, THE WHITE RAY**,

1 have given this last name to a bird, brought
by M. Bougainville, on account of the white
* CHARACTER SPECIPICUS.

-8TURNUS MiLiTaRIs. S. griseus, pectore gulaque san-
guineis.—Lath, Ind, Orn, i. p, 823, No. 4,
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ray which, rising on each side near the junction
of the mandibles, bends under the eye and °
stretches along’the neck. This white ray is the
more remarkable, as it is environed by a deep
brown ; the dark colours prevail on the upper
part of the bady, only the wings and their co-
verts are edged with yellow. The tail is of a
full black, forked, and extending not far be-
yond the wings, which are very long. The
under side of the body, including the throat,
is of a fine crimson red, sprinkled with blaclk
on the sides; the anterior part of the wing is
also of crimson, and not spotted ; and the same
colour appears round the eyes, and in the space
lying between these and the bill, which,
though blunt as in the Stares, and less pointed
than that of the Troupiales, may be regarded
as nearest the shape of the latter. If we con-
sider also that the White Ray resembles much
the appearance of the Trbupiales_, we may
esteem it as intermediate between these two
kinds *.

STURNUS MiILITARIS.—Giiel. Syst. i. p. 803.

L’FQOURNEAU des TERRES MAGELLANIQUES.—Buff. PZ
- Enl. 118.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 78. z
MAGELLANIC STARE,—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 7.

HABITAT |
in terra Magellaniea.—83 pollices longus, W,

* This species inhabits the Falkland Islands, and the
Straits of Magellan, [t is generally seen on the ground,
feeding upon the insects which it fipds there. W,
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THE TROUPIALES*.

Traese birds, as I have just observed, are
nearly related to the European Stares, and often
the vulgar and the naturalists have confounded
them. We may regard them as representing the
Stares in the New World; their habits are the
same, except in the mode of building their
ness.

The American continent is the native region
of these birds, and of all others that have been
classed with them; such as the Cassics, the
Baltimores, the Bonanas, &c. ; and though some
are said to belong to the Old World, these have
really been brought from the New World; for
instance, probably, the Troupiale of Senegal,
called the Cape-More t, the Bonana of the Cape

* ORIOLUS.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

. Rostrum eonicum, convexum, acutissimum, rectum, man-
dibula superiore paulo longiore, obsolete emarginata,
Lingue bifida, acuta,
Pedes ambulatorii.

“t Oriolus Textor.—Gmel, The Weaver Oriple.—Lath.
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of Good Hope, and all the pretended Troupiales
of Madras”*.

T shall exclude from the genus of the Trou-
piales, 1. The four species brought from Madras,
and which Brisson has borrowed from Ray;
because the law of climate will not admit the
supposition, and the descriptions are not deci-
sive, and the figuves so ill executed, that they
might as'well be taken for magpies, jays, black-
birds, loriots, and gobe-tnouches, &c.

A skilful ornithologist (Mr. Edwards) is of
opinion, that the yellow jay and the chop jay
of Petiver, which Brisson has made his sixth
and his fourth Troupiale, are only the maleand
female loriot; and that the variegated jay of
Madras of the same Petiver, which is the fifth
Troupiale: of Brisson, is his yellow Indian
Stare ; and: lastly, that the crested Troupiale
of Madras, which is Brisson’s seventh species,
is the same bird with the crested gobe-mouche
of the Cape of Good Hope of the same
Brisson . . :

2. I shall exclude the Bengal Troupiale,
which is Brisson’s ninth species, since that au-
thor has himself perceived that it is-his second
of the Stare.

* Levaillant assures us that he found three different’ spe--
cies of Troupiales in-the.interior of Africa. W

+ He adds, that the two long quills of the tail were want-
ing in these two individuals. They must either have not yet
grown, or have dropped by moulting or some other accidents
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3. I shall exclude the forked-tail T roupiale,
which is the sixth of Brisson, and the Thrush
of Seba. All that the latter says is, that it is
much larger than the thrush ; thatits plumage
is black, its bill yellow, the under surface of its
tail white, the upper and its back shaded by a
light tint of blue; that its tail is long, broad,
and forked ; and lastly, that, excepting the dif-
ference in the shape of its tail, and in its bulk,
it is much like the European thrush. - But in
all this, I can perceive nothing that relates to a
Troupiale ; and the figure given by Seba, and
which Brisson reckons a very bad one, no more
resembles a Troupiale than it does a Thrush..

4. I shall exelude the Blue Bonana of Ma-
dras, because, on the one hand, it is incon-
sistent with the law of the climate, and on the
other, the figure and description of Ray have
nothing which would characterise the Bonana,
not even the plumage. According to that
author, its head, tail, and wings are blue, but
the tail of a brighter tinge; the rest of the plu-
mage black or einereous, except the bill and
the feet, which are rusty.

5. Lastly, I shall exclude the India Troupiale,
not only on account of* the difference of climate,
but for other stronger reasons, which before in-
duced me to place it between the Rollers and the
Birds of Paradise. : :

Though we have ‘ranged along with the
Troupiales, the Cassics, the Baltimores, and
the. Bonanas, these, as they have received se-
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parate names, are distinguished by differences
that are sufficiently important to form small
subordinate genera. I am able, from the com-
parison of a number of these .birds, to assert
that the Cassics have the strongest bill, next
to them the Troupiales, and then the Bonanas.
With respect to the Baltimores, their bill is
not only smaller than in the rest, but it is
straighter, and ofa peculiar shape. They seem
also to have different instincts; I therefore re-
tain their proper names, and treat of each
separately.

The common characters which Brisson as-
cribes to them are the naked nostrils, and the
elongated conical form of the bill. I have al-
ready observed that the upper mandible extends
over the cranium, or that the tuft, instead of
making a point, makes a considerable re-entrant-
angle; a circumstance which sometimes occurs
in other species, but is most remarkable in the

* present. :



)

NS
A

Plate 72




< {203 )

THE TROUPIALE * 4.

Tue most obvious features in the exterior
appearance of this bird are its long-pointed bill,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OxrroLus IcTERUs. O. fulvus, capite jugulo dorso remi- °
gibusque nigris, macula alarum alba.—Leth. Ind. Ora. i:
p-176. No. 7.

Or10LUS IcCTERUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 384.

“PrcA LUTEO-NIGRA VARIA.—Sloan. Jam, p. 301. t, 259. 4,
~ —Raii Syn. p. 181. 10. i
GUIRA-TANGEIMA.—Raii Syn. p. 45. 6—IVill. p. 97.

- t 923 Jd. (dngl)p. 141. ’

i LE TroUPIALE.—Buyf. Pl Exl. 532. ——Bt_ﬁ' par Sonn. xlv

= p: 1F7ipli 86 £ 2.

“ YELLOW AND Brack Pye.—Cates. Car. App £=5;

BANANA-BIRD from Jamatca.—Aib. ii. t. 40.—Broun.

Jam. p. 447.
IcrERIC ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 424. 6

HABITAT

in America calidiore, insulisque Antillis.—93 pollices longus.
: W.

+ Brisson gave this bird the Latin name Tcferus, from its
vellow colour; for the same reason Scopoli termed it Xan-
thornus, or yellow bird ; other authors have called it Pica,
Cissa, Picus, and Turdus. The savages of Brazil name it °
Guira-tangeima ; those of Guiana ¥apou ; the French colo-
nists Culjaune, or yellow-bottom. :
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¢

L :.;rle narrow feathers of its neck, and the great
variety of its plumage : not only three colours
enter into it, an orange-yellow, black, and
white, but these colours seem to multiply by
their artful distribution. The black is spread
over the head,; the anterior part of the neck, the
middle of the back, the tail, and the wings ; the
orange yellow occupies the intervals, and all
the under part of the body; it appears also in
the iris *, and on the anterior part of the wings;
the black which prevails through the rest is in-
terrupted by two oblong white spots, of which
the ome is placed at the coverts of the wings,
the other on their niiddle quills.

The feet and nails are sometimes black, some-
timés of a leaden colour. The bill seems to
have no constant colour, for it has been ob-
served to be in some white grey f, in others
brown, cinereous above, and blue below 1 ; and
lastly, in others black above, and brown be-
low § ’

This bird is nine or ten inches long from the
point of the bill to the end of the tail ; and, ac-
cording to Marcgrave, its wings extend
fourteen inches, and its head is very small. It
is dispersed through the region lying between
Carolina and Brazil, and though the Caribbean

= Albin adds, fhat the eye is encircled by a broad bar of
blue; but he is the only person who has made this remark ;
it was probably an aceidental variety.

+ Brisson, t Albin. § Sloane and Marcgrave.
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jslands*. 1t is of the bulk of a blackbird ; ﬁ: =
hops like the magpie, and has many of its
gestures, according to Sloane. It has even, ac-
cording to Marcgrave, the same cries; but
Albin asserts that in all its actions it resembles
the stare ; and adds, that sometimes four or five
unite to attack a larger bird, which, after they
‘have killed, they devour orderly, each main-
taining his rank. Sloane, an author worthy of
credit, says, that the Troupiales live on in-
sects. Yet there is no absolute contradiction ;
for every animal which feeds on the smallest
1eptile is rapacious, and would feed on larger
animals if 1t could do it with safety.

These birds must be of a very social disposi-
tion, since love, which divides so many other
societies, seems on the contrary to knit theirs
more closely together, They do not separate
to accomplish in retirement and secrecy the
yiews of nature; a great many pairs are seen
on the same tree, which is almost always lofty
and sequestered, constructing their nests, lay-
ing their eggs, hatching and cherishing their in-
fant broed.

These nests are of a cylindrical form, sus-
pended from the_extremity of high branches,

* The real Troupiale, or the Guira-tangeima of Marc-
grave, is not found ‘in French Guinea, though Barrére has
placed it among the birds of that country. Sonnini says
that he never saw it in that part of South America, nor did
it ever occur to Mauduyt among the numerous birds sent
him from Cayenne. Ww.
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wnd waving freely in theair; so that the young |
are continually rocked. But some who believe
that the birds act from deliberation, assert that
the parents hang their nest to avoid the attack
of certain land animals, and especially serpents. .

The Troupiale is also reckoned very docile,
and easily subjected to domestic slavery ; which
propénsity almost always attends a social
temper *.

* Mauduyt kept one of these birds, which was so tame as
to descend from its perch when called by the female who
attended it, and follow her into the garden, without showing
any disposition to escape. Itonce settled on the roof of the
house, but flew into the garden again immediately, upon
being called by the same female.” It was as playful as a
puppy, and Mauduyt was always obliged toshut it up, when
he wanted to put an end to its gambols. It turned on its
back and played with its bill and feet, like a dog which
gently bites its master, and pushes away his hands with its
paws. This Troupiale was fed with bread soaked in milk,
but it agcommodated itself to any food,—Encyclopéd. Méthod,
( Ornithol.) :
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THE ACOLCHI OF SEBA * 1.

SEea, having found this name in Fernandez, -
has, according to his way, applied it arbitrasily .
to a bird entirely different from the one
meant by that author, at least with regard to
its plumage ; and he has again ascribed to the
same bird what Fernandez has said of the true
Acolchz, which the Spaniards call Tords, or
Stare. : i ;
' This false Acolchi of Seba has a long yellow

abill ; its head is all black, and also its throat;
the tail and wings are blackish, and these are
ornamented with small feathers of a gelden co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

OrioLus NovE Hispaniz. O. luteus, capite gula aliis

** rectricibusque migris, tectricibus alarum majoribus apice
luteis.— Latk. Iid. Ora. i. p. 176. No. 8.

OrIoLUs Nov & HisPANTE.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

IcTERIs MEXICANUS,—Bris, il. p. 88. 2. '

’AcorcHl de SEBA,—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 123.

MEx1CAN ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii-p. 425. 7.

HABITAT
in Mexico. w.

* + Contracted for Acolchicki.
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1our, which have 2 fine effect on the dark.
ground. ; :

~ Seba reckons his Acolchi an American bird,
and I know not for what reason Brisson, who .

quotes no authority but Seba, subjoins that it
is most common in Mexico. It is certain that
the word Acolchi is Mexican, but we are not
warranted to conclude the same thing of the
bird on which Seba bestows it." +
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THE RING -TAILED ORIOLE#,

==

Fruenaxpez gives the name of Qziniscan to
two birds which bear no resemblance; and
Seba has taken the freedom to apply the same
name to a third entirely different from either,
except in size, which is that of the pigeon.

The third Oziniscan is the Ring-tail (Are-en:
Quewe ) of this article. I give 1t this name on
account of a black arch or crescent with its con-
cavity turned towards the head, which appears
distinctly on the tail when spread, and the
more remarkable, as this is of a fine yellow co-
lour, which is also that of the bill and of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

ORIoLUS ANNULATUS. O, flavus, capite colloque nigris,
remigibus nigris luteo marginatis, cauda nigricante an- -
nulate.— Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. p. 177. No. 9.

ORIOLUS ANNULATUS,—Gmel, Syst. 1. p. 885.

IctERUS CAUDA ANNULATA.—Bris. il. p, 89. 3.

L’ARC-EN-QUEUE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 125.

RING-TAILED ORIOLE,—Lath. Syn, ii. p, 425, 8.

HABITAT

in America. ' w.
VOL. IXL. : i
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“whole body; the head and neck are black, and
the wings of the same colour, with a slight
tint of yellow

Seba adds, that he received many of these
birds from America, where they are looked
upon as ravenous. Perhaps their habits are the
same with those of our Troupiales ; the figure
which Seba gives has a bill somewhat hooked
near the point.
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THE JAPACANI *+.

SroaNE considers his Little Yellow and Brown
Fly-catcher as the same with the Japacani of
Marcgrave; but besides the differcnces of the
plumage, the Japacani is eight times larger,
cach dimension being double; for Sloane’s bird
is only four inches long, and seven over the
wings, while Marcgrave’s is of the bulk of the
Bemptére, which is equal to that of the stare,
whose extreme length is seven inches, and its
alar extent fourteen. It would be difficult to

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORIOLUS JAPACANIL O, fusco nigroque subtus albo flavo-
que varius, lineis transversis nigricantibus, capite cauda-
que nigricantibus.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 177. No. 11,

QRIOLUS JAPACANL —Gimel. Syst. 1. p. 385.

L5 JArACANE,—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 127.

JAPACANT.~—Rai Syn.p. 84.12.— Il p. 173 Id. (dag.)
240.—Lath. Syn. i, p. 426. 10.

HABITAT

e

“in Brasilia.—8 pollices longus. W.

+ This is the Brazilian name, according to Marcgrave.
P 2
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refer to the same species two birds, especially
-two wild birds, so widely different.

The Japacani has a long pointed black bill, a
little curved ; its head is blackish, its iris of a
gold colour; the hind part of its neck, its back,
its wings, and its rump, are variegated with
black and light brown; its tail is blackish
below, and marked with white above; its
breast, its belly, its' legs, are variegated with
-yellow and white, with blackish transverse
lines; its feet brown; its mails black and
pointed *. :

Sloane’s little bird 1 has a round bill, almost
straight, and half an inch long; the head and
_back are of a light brown, with some black
spots; the tail eighteen inches long, and of a
brown colour, as also the wings, which have a
little white at their tips. The orbits, the throat,
the sides of the neck, the coverts of the tail,
yéllow; the breast of the same calour, but with
brown marks; the belly white; the legs brown,
about fifteen lines long, and yellow in the*toes.

This bird is common in St: Jago, once the
capital of Jamaica; it lodges generally in the
bushés. 1Its stomach is very muscular, and
lined with a thin, loose, inseusible membrane.
Sloane found nothing in the gizzard of the

* Marcgrave.
+ Oriolus Brasilianus. — Gmel. Icterus Brasiliensis.—

Briss. Muscicapa e fusco et luteo varia.—S/cane. The Bra-
ailian Oriole —ZLath.
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individual which he dissected, but he observed
that the intestines made a gteat number of
circumvolutions.

The same author mentions a variety, which
differs only becanse it has less yellow in its
plumage.

This bird may be reckoned a Troupiale, on
account of the form of its bill; but it is cer-
tainly different from the Japacani.
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THE XOCHITOL AND THE
'COSTOTOL*,

Brissox makes the Xochizol of Fernandez the
tenth species of his Troupiale of New Spain,
and which the Spanish naturalist considers as
only the adult 'Costotol.  But he takes notice of
two Costotols, which are pretty” much alike;
but if they différ in some degree, we must
refer what Fernandez says here to the Costotol
of chap. xxviil. ' :

If we compare the description of the Xochitol
of chap. cxxii. to that of chap xxviil. we shall
meet with contradictions which it will be dif-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORIOLUS COSTOTOTL. O. niger, pectore abdomine crisso
caudaque fulvis nigro variegatis, tectricibus alarum subtius
albo nigroque variis,— Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 177. No. 12.

OR10LUS COSTOTOTL.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

XO0CHITOTOTL.—Raii Syn. i. p. 167. 11.

CozroTroTL.—Ran Sya. p. 90. 4. (junior.)

IcrERUs NoviE HrspANIA.—Bris. ii. p. 95. 10.

XocHrToL et CosToTOL—Buff. par Sonr. xlv. p. 131.

NEW SpAIN ORIOLE.—Latl. Syn. ii. p. 427. 11.

HABITAT

n Nova Hispania, W.
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ficalt to reconcile; for 1s it possible that the
Costotol, which when so much grown as to be
able to sing is only of the size of a canarybirdy
should afterwards acquire the bulk of a stare?
that when young it has the sweet warble of the
Goldfinch, but after it is adult, and received
the name of the Xochitol, it should have the
disagreeable chatter of the magpie? But wide
differences also occur in the plumage; in the
Costotol, the head and the under part of the
body are yellow, while in the Xochitol they
are black: in the former, the wings are yellow
tipped with black ; in the latter, they are va-
riegated with black and white above, and cine-
reous below, without a single yellow feather.
But all these contradictions will vanish, if]
instead of the Xochitol of chap. cxxii. we sub-
stitute the Xochitol or flowery bird of chap.
cxxiv. The size is nearly the same, being that
of the Sparrow; its warble is pleasant, like that
of the Costotol, the yellow of which is mingled
with other colours that variegate the plumage
of the former: they are both an agreeable food.
Xochitol resembles in two circumstances the
Troupiales; it lives upon insects and seeds, and
hangs its nest from the ends of small branches.
The only difference which can be remarked be-
tween the Xochitol of chap. cxxv. and the
Costotol, is, that the latter is found in warm
countries only, while the former inhabits all
climates without distinction. But is it not
likely that Xochitols go to breed in warm
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countries, where their young, or the Costotols,
remain till they are grown up, or are Xochitols,
and able to accompany their parents inta
colder climates? In the Costotol, the plumage
is yellow, as I have said, and the tips of the
wings black; and in the Xochitol of chap.
cxxv, the plumage is variegated with pale yel-
low, brown, white and blackish.

Brisson has indeed made the latter his first
carouge ; but as it suspends its nest like the
Troupiales, we have a decisive reason to range
it with these; except we reckon as another
Troupiale the Xochitol of ¢hap. exxii, of Fer-
nandez, which is of the size of a stare; its
breast, helly, and tail, of a saffron colour, vari-
egated with a little black; its wings variegated
with black and white below and cinereous
above; its head, and the rest of its body,
black : it has the chatter of the Magpie, and its
flesh 1s good eating *.

» ‘This Soath American bird is very rare in the neighbour-
hood of Cayenne, There is one specimen in the colleetion
at Paris, and Daudin had another in his cabinet. W,



THE TOCOLIN*{.

Fervanxpez considered this bird as a wood-
ecker, on account of its long and pointed
bill; but this character belongs also to the Trou-
piales, nor can I perceive in the description of
Fernandez any other discriminating qualities
of the woodpeckers. I shall therefore leave it
among the troupiales, where Brisson has
placed it.
It is of the bulk of a stare; itlives in the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

O=rioLus CINEREUS. O. flavo nigroque varius, dersc
{emoribus ahdomineque cinereis.—Lat/. fnd. Orn. 1, p. 178,
WNo. 13,

ORrIoLUS CINEREUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 386,

- fcTERUS CINEREUS.—DBris. ii. p. 86,11.

OcocoriN.—Raiz Syn. p. 163.

TocoLIN.—Buff. par Sona. xlv. p. 136.

GREY ORIOLE,— Lath. Syn. ii. p. 427. 12.

HABITAT

in nemoribus novee Hispanie. W.

+ Its true mame is Ococolin ; but as I had appropriated
it to another bird, I have here changed if, by prefixing the
letter 7' of Troupiale.
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woods, and nestles on trees. Its plumage is
beautifully variegated with yellow and black,
excepting the back, the belly, and the feet,
‘which are cinereous. '

The Tocolin is destitute of song, but its
flesh is good ; it inhabits Mexico.
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THE COMMANDER *,

Tais is the true Acolchi of Fernandez. It
1s called the Commander ¥, on account of a fine
red mark on the anterior part of its wings,
which in some measysc resembles the badge of
the order of knightliood. The effect is here
the more striking, as it 1s thrown upon a

* CHARACTER SPECLFICUS.

ORIOLUS PH@ENICEUS. O. nirer, elarum tectricibus falvis.
Lath: Ind. Orn.i. p. 178. No. ¥4 &

‘OR10LUS PHENICEUS.—Gamel. Syst. i. p. 386.

IcTERUS PTERCPH@ENICEUS.—DBris, ii. p. 97. 12.

PTEROPHENICEUS INDIARUM.—IFul. p. 302.

LE COMMANDEUR.—Buwff. pur Sonn. xlv. p. 138.

Lr TroUuPIALE & A1LEs RouGrs.—Pl. Enl. 402.

AcorcHicHI.—Raii Syn. p. 166. G, !

SCARLET - FEATHERED INDIAN Binrp. — Wiil. (dugl.)
p- 391,

RED-WINGED STARLING.—Cafes. i. t. 18.—4lb. 1. L. 38.
— Du Praiz. . 91.—Kalm. Tr. t. p. 291.

RED-WINGED ORIOLE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 140.—Lath,
Syn. ii. p. 428, 13,

HABITAT
in America septentrionali, gregibus numerosissimis. W,

4 Tn Spunish, Commendadoza,
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ground of shining glossy black ; for that is the
general colour not only of its plumage, but of
its bill, feet, and nails. There are, however,
some slight exceptions ; the iris is white, and
the base of the bill is encircled by a narrow
ring of red ; the bill also inclines sometimes to
brown rather than black, according to Albin.
But the real colour of the mark on the wings .
is not a pure red, according to Fernandez, but
is tarnished with a rufous tint, which increases
and becomes at lasc the predominant colour.
These sometimes scparate, the red occupying
the anterior and the more elevated part of the
spot; yellow, the posterior and lower. Butis
this true with regard to all the individuals, or
has not that been zscribed to the whole species
which is applicable unly to the females® We
are certain that in these the spot on the wings
.is not of so bright a red; besides that distinc-
tion, the black of their plumage is mixed with
grey, and they are smaller. S
The red-wing is nearly of the size and shape
of the stare; its extreme length is eight or
nine inches, and its alar extent thirteen or
fourteen ; it weighs three ounces and a half.
These birds inhabit the cold as well as the
warm countries: they are found in Virginia,
Carolina, Louisiana, Mexico, &c. They are
peculiar to the New World, though one was
killed in the environs of London ; but this had
doubtless escaped from its cage. They can be
easily tamed, and taught to speak; and they
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~ afe fond of singing and playing, whether they

be confined, or allowed to run through the
house ; for they are very familiar and lively.

- The one killed near London was opened ; in
its stomach was found caterpillars, beetles,
and maggots. But in America they feed on
wheat, maize, &c. and are very destructive.
They fly in numerous flocks, and, like the
stares of Europe, joining other birds equally
destructive, as the Jamaica magpies, they pour
their famished squadrons on the standing crops
and sown fields; but the havoc which they
commit is by far greatest in the warm regions,
and near the sea-coast. ,

When the planters fire on these combined
flocks, birds fall of different kinds, and before
the piece can be again charged, another flight
arrives.

Catesby* mforms us, that in Carolina and
Virginia they always breed among the rushes;
they interweave the points of these so as to
form a sort of roof or shed, under which they

_ build their nest, and at so proper a height that

it can never be reached by the highest floods.
This construction is very different from that
of our first Troupiale, and shews a different
instinct, and therefore proves thatitis a distinct
species. '

Fernandez pretends that they nestle on the
trees near the plantations : has this species dif-
ferent customs accommodated to the different -

countries where it is found?
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The Red-wings appeatr in Louisiana in the
winter only, but they are then so numerous that
¢three hundred have been sometimes caught in a
single draw of the net. For this purpose.is
used a long and very narrow net of silk, in two
parts, like that for larks. “When they intend
to spread it,” says Le Page Dupratz, “ they
clear a place near the wood, and make a kind of
path, which is smooth and beaten, on which
they strew a train of rice or other grain, and
setire to conceal themsclves behind a bush °
where the drag-cord is brought. When the
flocks of red-wings pass over the spot, they
quickly descry the bait, light, and are caught
inaninstant. It is necessary to dispatch them,
it being impossible to collect so many alive.”

But they are destroyed chiefly as being per-
nicious birds, for though they sometimes grow
very fat, their flesh is always indifferent eat-
ing ; another point of resemblance to the stares
of Europe. , )

I have seen at Abbe Aubri’s a vanety of this
species, in which the head and the-upper part
of the neck was of a light fulvous colour. - The
rest of its plumage was the same as usual. This
first variety seems to shew that the bird re-
presented in the Planches Enluminées, No. 343,
by the name of Caycnne Carouge, is 2 second,
which differs from the first in wanting the red
spots on the wings only; for the rest of 1its
plumage is exactly the same ; the size is nearly
alike, and the same proportions take place; and
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thie difference hkeatween the climates is not so
great, but that we may suppose a bird could be
equally reconciled to both.

We need only compare Mo. 409, and Fig. ¢,

- No. 236, of the Planches Enlwminbes, to be
convinced that the bird engraved in the latter
under the name of Cayenne Troupiale, is only
a second variety of the species of No. 40g,
under the name of Red-winged Troupiales of
Louisiana, which is the subject of the present
article. It is nearly’ the same in size, shape,
and in the kind and distribution of the colours;
except that, in No. 286, the red tinges not only
the anterior part of the wings, but is spread
over the throat, the origin of the neck, a por-
tion of the belly, and even the iris.

If we next compare this bird, No. 236, with -
the one represented, No. 536, under the name
of Guiana '['roupiale, we shall perceive that the
latter is a variety of the former, arising from
the difference of age or sex. All the colours
are fainter; the red feathers are edged with
white, and the black or blackish with light"
grey ; so that the figure of each feather is dis-
tinctly marked, and the bird looks as if it were
covered with scales. But the distribution of
the colours is the same, the bulk the same, the
climate the same, &c. It is impossible to dis-
cover so many relations subsisting between
birds of different species.

I am informed that these frequent the Savan-
nas, in the island of Cayenne, and commenly



294, THE COMMANDER.

lodge in the bushes, and that some people give
them the name of Cardinal*.

* In Nor;h America it is sometimes called the Swamp
Blackbird. They appear in New- York about April, and
retire in October to the South. In some of the colonies a
premium of three pence the dozen was offered for destroying
them : and several farmers had the precaution to steep their
Indian corn in a decoction of white hellebore before they
sowed it. ‘Theit nest is suspended among the bushes and
reeds in sequestered swamps; it is strong, covered externally
with plastered broad grass, and lined thickly with bent. The

~eggs are whité, with scattered black streaks.
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%
THE BLACK TROUPIALE*.

TuE dark colour of this bird has procur’ed it
the names of Crow, Blackbird, and Daw.—
But this is not so deep nor so uniform as has
been alleged ; the plumage in certain positions”
is of a black, changing with greenish reflex-
ions, especially on the head, the upper part of
the body, the tail, and the wings. ;

It is of the size of a blackbird, being ten
inches long, and fifteen or sixteen across the
wngings, which when closed reach to the middle
of the tail; this is four inches and a half in

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

- OriorLus NiGEr. O. migro-virescens, remigibus reetrici-
busque lateralibus intus subtusque nigris.—Lath. Ind.
Ora. i. p.1856. No. 39.

ORIOLUS NIGER.—Gmel. Syst.i. p. 393.

IcTERUS NIGER.—Bris. ii. p. 103. 15. . 10.£. E.

LE TRoUPIALE NoiR.—Buff. Pl Enl. 534.—Buff. por Soxa,
xlv. p. 149.

BLAck ORIOLE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No, 144.—Lath. Syn. i
p. 445. 37.

HABITAT

in Amesica septentrionali.—10 pollices longus.—Gregarius,

VOL. IIE. Q
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length, tapered, and consisting of twelve
quills. The bill is more than an inch, and the
mid-toe is longer than the leg, or rather the
tarsu¥ . :

This bird is settled in St. Domingo, and is
very common in some parts of Jamzﬁéa, par-
ticularly between Spanish-town and Passage-
fort. Its stomach is muscular, and generally
contains caterpillars and other insects *.

* Tt inhabits alsq, the whole extent of North America.
They arrive at Hudson's Bay in June, and sing sweetly till
their incubation, during which they only make a sort of
chucking. They build their nests with grass and moss, on
trees at the height of eight feet. Their eggs are five in num-
ber, dusky, and spotted with black. After hatching, they
yesume their warble; and collect in vast flucks to retire in
September. . : ' :



black Troupiale from
America, but much smallefjzand even inferior
“to the red-wing thrush in size: it was six
or seven inches long, and its tail, which was
square, only two inches and a half, and extend-
ed an inch beyond the wings,
+"The plumage was entirely black, but more
glossy and’floating, with blueish reflexions on
the head and the contiguous parts. It is said
that this bird can be easily tamed, and taught to
live familiarly in the house.
The bird of No. 606, Planches Enluminées,
is probably the female of this; for it is entirely

£

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrtorLus MiNoR. O. niger nitidus, capite cerulescente.
—Latk. Ind.-Orn. i. p. 185. No. 40.

Or1oLUS MINOR.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 394,

Le PeriT TROUPIALE NofR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 152.

LE TRoUPTALE de la CAROLINE.—PL Enl. 606, 1. (Fem.)

LissER Brack ORIOLE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No, 144, 'sub
finem.— Lath. Syn. ii. p. 446. 38. :

HABITAT

in America septentrionali. ! w.
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of a black or blackish colour, except the head
and the tail, which are of a lighter tint, as
is commonly the case in females. We also
erceive the hlueish reflexions which were re-
marked in the plumage of the male; but these
appear not ou the feathers of the head, but on
those of the tail and the wings.
No naturalist has, T apprehend, taken natice
of this species, ; '
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'YHE BLACK -CAPPED TROU.
PIALE*

Tuis biid appears to be entirely the same
species with Brisson'’s Brown Troupiale of
New Spain. To form an idea of its plumage;
imagine a bird of a fine yellow, with a black
cap and mantle. - The tail is of the same colour,
and spotless; but the black on the wings is
somewhat interrup‘ted by the white which bot-
ders the coverts, and agaim appears on the tips
of the quills. Its bill is of a light grey; with
an orange tinge, and the legs are chesnut.—It
is found in Mexico, and in the island of
Cayenne.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Oriorus MEXICANUS: O. nigricans, subtus capitéque
_Iuteus,—Lath. Ind. Ora. i p. 179. No. 18. :
ORr10LUS MEXICANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 388.
Icrerus Fuscus Novs HispANIZE—DBris, il p. 105. 17
LE TROUPIALE 2 CALOTTE NOIRE.—Buff. Pl Enl 533.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 156. S
BLACK-CROWNED ORIOLE,—Lath. Syn. il: p. 431. 17

HABITAT

in Mexico, Cayana.—8§ pollices longus. w.
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THE. SPOTTED TROUPIALE OF
: CAYENNE *

Tue spots which oceur i this small Trou-
piale are owing to this circumstance, that
almost all the feathers, which are brown or
blackish in the middle, are edged with yellow,
_more or less inclined to orange on the wings,
the tail, and the lower part of the body. The
throat is of a pure white; a streak of the same
colour which passes close under the eye
stretches back between two parallel black
streaks, one of which accompanies the white
above, and the other bends round the eye be-
low; the iris is of a bright -orange, almost red :
—All these give a lively appearance to the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. - =

ORioLus MerLaNcHovricus. O. fusco-nigricans, corporis
superioris pennis margine flavis, inferioris alarum caudre-
que -falvis, fascia oculorum gulaque albis.—Lath. Ind.
Orn.i. p. 184. No. 33. Var. & :

Le TrouriaLE TACHETE' de CAYENNE.— Buff. par Sonn.
xlv. p. 158.—Buf. Pl Enl. 448. f. 12.—Latk. Syn. ii."
p. 442. 31. A, :

BCOMBURGER.—Edn. t. 85.

HABITAT - ° T

m Cayana, w.
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male ; for though the iris is orange also in the -
female, its plumage is of a tarnished yellow,
which mingling with a pale white, produces an
unpleasant ﬁ'h:formlty

The bill is thick and pomted, as in the
Troupiales, and cinereous ; the legs are flesh-
coloured. Its proportion may be concelved
from the figure.

The spotted Carouge of Brisson, wluch in
many respects resembles the Troupiale of this
article, differs from it in several important cir-
cumstances. It is not half the size, its hind
nail is longer, its iris is hazel, its bill flesh-
coloured, its throat, and the sides ofits neck,
black; and lastly, the belly, the legs, above
and below the tail, are without a single spot.

Edwards hesitated to which of two species he
should refer it; to the thrush, or to the or-
tolan. Klein decides very readily, that it be-
longs to neither, but to the chaffinch ; yet not-
withstanding his decision, the shape of its bill,
and the identity of the climate, determine me
to adopt the opinion of Brisson, who makes it
a Carouge,

v
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_THE OLIVE TROUPIALE OF
CAYENNE *.

Turs bird is only six or seven incheslong.
It owes its name to the olive colour which
prevails on the hind part of its neck, its back,
its tail, its belly, and the coverts of its wings.
But this colour is not uniform; it is darker on
the neck, the back, and the adjacent coverts of
the wings, and somewhat less so on the tail;
it is much lighter under the tail, and also on a
great part of the coverts of -the wings, which
are furthest from the back; with this dif-
ference between the large and the small sort,
that the latter have no mixture of colour,
while the former are variegated with brown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrrtoLus OLivAcEus. ©. olivaceus, capite gula jugu-
loque fuseis nitidis, pectore flavescente.— Lat#h. Ind. Ora. i.
p- 186. No. 41.

ORIOLUS OLIVACEUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 394.

LE TrROUPIALE OLIVE de CAYENNE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 606.
f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 161.

CAYENNE OL1vE ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 447. 89.

"HABITAT

in Cayana.—6 pollices longus, j W.



THE OLIVE TROUPIALE O¥ CAYENNE. 233

The head, the throat, the fore-part of the neck
and the breast, are of a  glossy brown, deeper
under the throat, and inclining to orange on
the breast, and running into the olive colour of
the lower part of the body. The bill and legs
are black; the wing-quills, and the largé co-
verts nearest the outer edge, are of the same
colour, but bordered with white.

The shape of its bill is the same as that of
the other Troupiales; its tail is long, and its
wings when closed do not reach the third of the
Tength *.

* Daudin had a Troupiale from Cayenne, nearly sinrilar
to the one just deseribed : it differed only in the olive tint
which was more generally spread over the plumage; in
having a whitish-grey throat, brown feet, and the down at
the base of the feathers, which indicates a young bird.
Sonaini thinks it ought te be considered as the young of the
olive Tronpiale. G : W,
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THE WEAVER ORIOLE*.

. Tur two birds figured No. 875 and 376,
Pl Enl were brought by the captain of a ship
who had collected forty birds from different
countiies, Senegal, Madagascar, &c. and who
had called them Senegal chaffinches. They
have been termed Senegal Troupiales; but that
appellation seems very improper ; for the cli-
mate is different from that of the Troupiales,
and the Weaver is widely distinguished by the
proportions of its bill, tail, and wings, and
the manner in which it builds its nest. Itis

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrrorLus TExTOR. O. fulvoluteus, capite fusco-aureo,
remigibus rectricibusque nigris, margine fulvis.—Lath. Ind.
Ora. i. p. 180. No. 22.

OrioLus TEXTOR.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 390.

LE CAP-MORE t—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 165.

L& TroUPIALE du SENEGAL.—P?. Enl. 375. (mas.)—Id.
376. (femina.) -

WEAVER ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn.1i. p. 435. 21.

- HABITAT
« in Senegala. W.

~+ The name Cap-more is contracted for Cupuchon-moraoré,
which denotes its cowl of a dusky golden gloss.
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perhaps the African representative of the Ame-
rican species. The two which we bhave men-
tioned belonging to alady of high'rank, who
allowed them to be designed at her house, and
has obligingly commumcated some p'utlcuhnb
that occurred with regard to the w ay in which
they conducted themselves. This is the only
source of information which we have.

The eldest had a kind of cowl, which appear-
ed of a brown-gold gloss in the sun; this cowl
- disappeared in the moulting during the autumn,
leaving the head of a yellow colour; but it
again returned in the spring, and was con-
stantly renewed the succeeding years. The
chief colour of the rest of the body was yellow,
more or less inclined to orange; this was the
predominant colour on the bﬂLck and on the
Tower part of the body ; it bordered the coverts -
of the wings, their quills, and those of the tail, -
which were all of a blackish ground.

- The young one had no cowl till the end of
the second year, and*did not even change its
colours befare that time; which occasioned its:
being mistaken for a female, and designed as
such, No. 376. This mistake was excusable,.
since the distinction of sexes is not apparent
during infancy, and one of the pllnClpdl cha--
racters of the females is that of preserving lon@
the marks of youth. -

. Before the change.which took place in the ;
colours of its pluma“e, the yellow was afiia
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lighter tint than in the old one; it spread over
the throat, the neck, the breast, and bordered,
as in the other, all the quills of the tail and of
the wings. The back was of an olive-brown;
which extended beyond the neck as far as the
head. In both the iris was orange, the bill of
a horn colour, thicker and shorter than in the
Tioupiale, and the legs reddish.

These two birds lived in the same cage, and
at first upon good termis with each other; the
young eme sat generally om the highest bar,
holding its bill close to the other, which it an-
swered, by clapping its wings, and with a sub-
missive air.

They were observed in the spring to inter
wedve chickweed in the grating of their cage;
this was therefore conceived as an indication of
their desire to nestle. They were supplied
with small rushes, and they built a nest so ca:
pacious as to conceal one of them entirely. The
following year they renewed their labour; but
the young one being new ¢lothed in the plum<
age of its sex, was driven off by the other, and
obliged to conduct its work alone in another
corner of the cage. But it was still persecuted,
and, notwithstanding its submissive Lehaviour,
it was often so roughly treated as to be left in-
~ sensible. TFhey were separated, and each was
intent on building ; but the labours of one day
were often destroyed in the succeeding :—a nest
is not the production of an individual. .
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They had both a singular kind of song,
somewhat shrill, but very sprightly. The old
pne died suddenly, and the young ane was cut
off by epileptie fits, Their size was rather in-

ferior to that of our first Troupiale; and their
~ wings and tail were also ploPmtxouahEy

shorter.
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THE WHISTLER *

I seE no reason why Brisson has reckoned
this bird a Baltimore, for both in the shape of
its bill and in the proportions of its tarsus it
seems more related to the Troupiales. But I
leave the matter undecided, placing it between
the Troupiales and Baltimores, and applying the
vulgar name which it receives in St. Domingo,
on account of its shrill notes.

This bird is in general brown above, except
the rump and the small coverts of the wings, -
which are of a greenish yellow, as also in the
whole under-part of the body; but this colonr
is dusky below the throat, and varicgated with

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OR10LUS VIRIDIS. O. fusco olivaceus, subtus uropygio-
que viridi-olivaceus, remigibus fuscis extus olivaceis, in-_
tus albicantibus.—Lath.. Ind. Orn. i. p. 184. No. 35.

OrioLus VIrRIDES.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 895.

Tcrerus MiNor VIRIDIS.—Bris. ii. p. 113, 21. t. 10. f. 2.

Lt TROUPIALE de ST. DOMINGUE, SIFFLEUR.— Buf. PL
Enl. 2386, f. 1. :

- LE STFFLEUR.—Buff. par Sonn. xly. p. 170.

‘WHISTLER ORIOLE.— Lath. Synn. ii. p. 443, 34. .

HABITAT

in 8. Dominici insula—7 pollices longus, = W.
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rusty on the neck and breast; the great coverts
and the quills of the wings, as well as the
twelve of the tail, are edged with yellow. «But
to form an accurate idea of the plumage of the
Whistler, we must imagine an olive tint of
various intensity spread over all the colours
without exception. To characterise the pre-
dominant colour of the plumage of this bird,
therefore, we ought to take olive and not
green, as Brisson has done..

The Whistler is of the size of a chaffinch;
it is about seven inches long, and ten or twelve
inches across the wings; the-tail, which is un-
equally tapered, is three inches in length, and
the bill nine or ten lines.
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{HE BALTIMORE *,

Turs bird owes its name to,some resemblance
that is percexved between the nature and distri-
bution of the colours of its plumaO'e, and the
arms of Lord Balt;;more 1. It is a small bird of
the size of a house sparrow, and weighing little
more than an ounce; its length is six or seven
inches, its alar extc—mt eleven or twelve, its tail
composed of twelve quills, and two or three
inches long, stretching more than a half beyond
the wings when closed A sort of cowl of a

- CHARACTEI; SPECIFICUS.

ORioLus BALTIMORE. O, nigricans, subtus fasciaque
alarum fulvns.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 180. No. 20.

ORIOLUS BALTIMORE.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 389.

TcTERUS MiNOR.—Bris. ii. p. 109. 19, . 12. f. 1.

Le Bavtivmore.—Buf. PL Enl aOG. f. 1.—Buf. par
Sonn. xlv. p. 181.

BALTIMORE BIRD.—Azct. Zool. ii. p. 142. t. 12— Cutes. Car.
i.t. 48 —Lath. Sya. ii.’p. 432. 19. ‘

H A BITA'F

in America septenmeuah —7 polhces longas.—Migratoria.
Ww.
+ Lord Baltimore was a Roman-catholic nobleman, whae
obtained the grant of Manland which he planted, T.
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fine black covers the head, and descends before
upon the throat, and behind as far as the shoul-
ders : the great coverts and the quills of the
wings ar¢ also black, like thoseof the ta#l; but
the former are edged with white, and the latter
tipped with orange, which is the broader the
farther they are from the mid-ones, in which it
is wanting. The rest of the plumage is of a
beautiful orange; and lastly, the bill and legs
are of a lead colour.

In the female, which I examined in the
royal cabinet, all the fore-part was of a fine
black, as in the male, the tail of the same co-
lour, the great coverts and the wing-quiils
blackish, the whole without any mixture of
other colour; and what was so beautiful an
orange in the male, was only a dirty red in the
female.

1 have already said, that the bill of the Balti-
mores was not only proportionably shorter and
straighter than in-the carouges, the troupiales,
and the cassiques, but of a peculiar shape : it is
a pyramid of five sides, two t_)elonging to the
upper mandible, and three to the lower. .I shall
add, that its leg, or rather its tarsus, 1s more
slender than in the carouges and troupiales.
~ The Baltimores disappear in the winter, at

least in Virginia and Maryland, where Catesby
observed them. They are also found in Canada,
but Catesby met with none in Carolina.

They build their nests on large trees, such as

VOL. III. R
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the polars, the tulip-trees¥, &e. They fix it
to the end of a thick branch, and commonly
support it by two small shoots which enter its
sides ;“in which ecircumstance the nests of the
Baltimores seem to resemble thase of the lo-

riots .

* 'Fhe tulip - tree, Liriodendron-Tulipifera, LINN. is pe-
culiar to America, and so eulled because its flower-cup re-
sembles a tulip in size and shape, and has somewhat of the
same tints, T, :

+ The nest is curiously woven of tough filaments of plants,
_ intermixed with wool, and lined with hair. It is pear-shaped,
open at top, with a hole in the side, by which the young are
fed and void their -excrements, -In some parts of North
America it is called, on account Qf its brilliancy, the fiery
iang-ne.s! > M,
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THE BASTARD BALTIMORE*+.

Tais bird was no doubt so called because the
colours of its plumage are not so lively as in the
Baltimore, and for this reason it may be con-
sidered as a degraded race. In fact, when we
compare these birds, and find an exact corre-
spondence in every thing, except in the co-
lours, and mnot even in the distribution of these,
but only in the different tints which they as-
sume, we cannot hesitate to infer that theé
Pastard Baltimore is a variety of a more ge-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

OmnioLus Spurivs. O. niger, subtus fulvus, fascia alarum
alba.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 180. No. 21.

OR10LUS SPURIUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 389,

Icrerus MinNor SpurIus.—Bris. ii. p. 111. 20. t. 10. f.3.

LE BALTIMORE BATARD.—Buyff. Pl Enl, 506. 2.—Buff.
par Sona. 3lv. p. 180. No. 21,

BASTARD BALTIMORE.—dret. Zool. ii. No. 148.—Cat. Car.
i. t. 49.—Latk. Syn, ii. p. 438. 20,

HABITAT
in America scptentrionali. Ww.

+ Sonnini says this is not a distinct species, but the fex{mle
of the preceding article., W..
R 2
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nerous race, degenerated by the influence of
climate, or some other accidental cause. The
black on the head is somewhat mottled, that of
the throat pure; that part of the hood which
falls behind is of an olive grey, which becomes
darker as it approaches the back. ‘Whatever in
the preceding was bright orange, is in the pre-
sent yellow, bordering on orange, and more
vivid on the breast and the caverts of the tail
than on any other place. The wingsare brown;
but their great coverts and their quills are of a
dirty white. Of the twelve tail quills, the two
-gentral ones are blackish near their middle,
olive at their origin, and yellow at their ex-
tremity ; the next one on e;thel side shews the
two first colours mixed confusedly; and in the
four following quills, the last two colours are
melted together. In a word, the true Baltimore
bears the same relation to the bastard one in
respect to the colours of the plumage, that the
latter bears to its female; in which the upper
part of the body is of a dusky white, and the
under of a yellowish white*.

* In the state of New-York it usqal]y arrives in May ;
attaches its nest to an apple-tree, and lays five eggs.
- G



( 2145 )

THE YELLOW CASSIQUE of Brazil,
or, the YAPOU *.

Wuer we compare the Cassiques with the
troupiales, the carouges, and the baltimores,
all which haye many common _properties, we
perceive that they are larger, that their bill is
stronger, and their legs proportionably shorter;

not to mention the difference in th: seneral -
appearance which it would be difficult to de-
scribe. ==

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLus Persicus. O. niger, dorso postico maculd
tectricum alarum basique rectricum luteis—ZLath. Ind:
Orn. i. p. 173. No. 1.

Or10LUS PERSICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 388.

Cassicus LuTEUs.— Bris. it. p. 100, 14, 1. 9. £. 1.

P1cA PERSICA ALDR.—Raii Syn., p. 42. 4.—Will. p. 90.

LE CAssiQuE JAUNE—DBuf. Pl Enl. 184 —DBuff. par
Sonn. xlv. p. 188.

BrACE AND YELLOW ORIOLE f.—ZLath. Syn. ii, p. 418, 1

HABITAT
in America meridionali. : Ww.

~ + In Latin it has also been called Pice, Picus Minar, Cissa,
Nigra, &e.; in Italian, Gazza, or Zella di- Terra Nuova ; in
English, The Blgck and W hite Daw of Brazl,
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Several authors have given figures and de-
scriptions of the Yellow Cassique under dif*
ferent names, and scarcely two of these ex-
actly correspond.—But before we proceed to
consider the varieties in detail, it will be pro-
per to separate a bird, the characters of which
seem to be widely distant from those of the
Yellow Cassique of Brazil: it is the Persian
magpie of Aldrovandus. That naturalist de-
scribes it merely from a drawing, which had
been sent from Venice. He reckons it to be of
the size of our Magpie. Its predominant co-
lour is not black, but only duskish (subfuscum) ;
its bill is very thick, somewhat short (drevius-
culum), and whitish; its eyes white, and its
nails small; whereas the Yapou is scarcely
larger than a blackbird, and the dark part of
its plumage s jet black; its bill is pretty long,
of the colour of sulphur, its iris is like sapphire,
and its nails of comsiderable strength, according
to Edwards, and even very strong and hooked,
according to Belon. We cannot doubt that birds
so distinct belong to different species; especi-
ally if Aldrovandus’s information be true, that
his bird is a native of Persia, for we are certain
that the Yapou is American.

The principal colours of the Yapou are con-
stantly black and yellow, but the distribution
is not uniformly the same, and varies in dif~
ferent individuals. — The one, for instance,
which we have caused to be designed is entirely
black, except the lgi,ll and the irls, as we have
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said, and the great coverts of the wings nearest
the body, which are yellow, as also all the
hind-part of the body, both above and below,
from the thighs inclusively asfar as the middle

of the tail, and even beyond it.—In another,
which was brought from Cayenne and lodged
in the royal cabinet, and which is larger than
the preceding, there is less vellow on the wings;
and none at all on the lower part of the thigh,
and the legs appear proportionably stronger:—
it is probable a male.—In the black and white
pye of Edwards, which is evidently the same
bird with ours, there is on four or five of the
yellow coverts of the wings a black spot near
their extremity; and besides this, the black
has purple reflexions, and the bird is rather
larger.—In the Yapou or Jupujuba of Marc-
grave, the tail is mottled with black and white
only below, for its upper surface is entirely
black, except the outmost feather on each side,
which is yellow half its length.

It follows, therefore, that the colours of the
plumage are by no means fixed and invariable
in thisspecies, which inclines me to believe, with
Marcgrave *, that the bird which Brisson calls
the Red Cassique, is only a variety of the same.
I shall afterwards state my reasons 1.

» [ saw some entirely black, having the back of a blood
colour.—MARCGRAVE. :

+ The Yapou is easily tamed, and becomes as familiar 2
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the troupiale.  Its voice is clear and loud, and it readily imi-
{ates different sounds. Flocks of them collect together in
{heir native woods, and, when perched in the trees, they
appear, by the various noises which they make, to be mock-
ing the persons who are near them. They feed on insects
and seeds of different kinds. They suspend their nests from
the ends of the highest branches, and generally near the
water. . W.
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VARIETIES ‘OF THE YAPOU,
&

THD RED CASSIQUE of Brazil, or the
' JUPUBA*

Th1s is one of the names which Marcgra've
gives to the Yapou, and which I apply to the.
Red Cassique of Brisson, because ‘it resembles
that bird in the essential points; the same pro-
portions, the same size, the same aspect, the
same Dbill, the same legs, and the same deep
black diffused through most of its plumage. It
is true, that the 10\&e1 part of the back is red
instead of yellow, and the under surface of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

- Oriorus HrMoRRHOUS. O. niger, uropygio crissoque
coceineis.— Latk. Ind. Orn.i. p. 174. No. 2. 3

OrioLus HEMORRHOUS. —Gmel. Syst. i. p. 387.

‘Cassicus RUBER.—Byis. ii. p. 98. 13..t. 8.-£ 2.

LE Cassique RoucE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 482.

VARIETE" de I'Y ArouU.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 199.

RED-RUMPED ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 420. 2

HABITAT

%n Brasilia, Cayana,—11 pollices longus. : W.b
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body and of the tail entirely black; but this
cannot be considered as a material distinction
in a bird, whose plumage, we have already ob-
served, is subject to considerable variations.
Besides, yellow and fed are contiguous colours,
and apt to melt into orange; a circumstarice
which may be occasioned by differcnce of age,
of sex, of climate, or of sedson.

These birds are about twelve inches long, and
seventeen across the wings: the tail is forked
and blueish; the two mandibles are equally
arched downwards; the first phalanz of the
outer toe in each foot scems to grow into the
mid-toe ; the tail consists of twelve quills, and
the under surface is white both below the black
and the yellow part of the plumage.

They construct their nests with grass, inter-
woven with horse-hair and hogs’ bristies, or
with vegetable productions which supply their
place, and they imitaté the form of a cucurbit
fitted to its alembic. The nests are brown on
the outside, and about cighteen inches deep,
though the interior cavity is only a foot; the
upper part is thick and prominent for the space
of half a foot; and here they are suspended
from the extremities of small branches. Some-
times four hundred of these nests have been
seen at once hanging in a single tree, of the
kind which the Brazilians call Uzi ; and as the
Yapous hztch thrice a year, the multiplication
must be prodigious. This instinct of nestling
im society on the same tree, marks some analogy
to ocur Daws.
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1f.
THE GREEN CASSIQUE of Cayenne %

I shall not here be obliged to compare or dis-
cuss the relations of other authors; for none has
taken notice of this bird. Nor can I produce
any information respecting its dispositions and
instinets. It is larger than the pl'eceding; its
bill is thicker at the base, and longer; and its
legs, though still as short, would appear to he

stronger: It has been very properly named the”

Green Cassique, for all the fore-part both above
and below, and even the coverts of the wings,
are of that colour; the hind part is chesnut; the
wing-quills are black, and those of the tail partly
black, partly yellow ; the legs are entirely black,
and the bill 1s all red.

~ ¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS:

Drionus CRESTATUS. O. capite cristato, corpore antice
viridi postice castaneo, remigibus rectricibusque 2 interme-
diis nigris, lateralibus flavis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i p. 175,
No. 3. Var. .

Lz Casstour VERT de CAYENNE—Buf. par Sona. xlv.
p- 203.—PL. Enl. 328.— Lath, Syn. ii. p. 422, 3, B.

HABITAT

in Cayana.—14 pollices longus. W

&
{213
dot
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The length of this Cassique is fourteen inches,
and its alal e\tent eighteen or nineteer.

II'I..
'THL CRESTED CASSIQUE of

Cayenne *,

This isalso a newspecies, and the largest with -
which we are acquainted. Its bill is proportion-
ably longer and firmer than in the others, but '
its wings are shorter. Its extreme length is
eighteen inches, its tail five, and its blll two,
1t is also distinguished from the preceding by
small feathers, w]nch it bristles at pleasure on
the top of its head, and which form a sort of
‘moveable crest. All the fore-part of this Cas~
sique, both above and below, including the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus CrisTATUS. O, ater cristatus, dorso infimo uro-

" pygio crissoque castaneis, rectricibus lateralibus flavis.—
Lath. Ind. Ora. 1. p. 174. No. 3.

ORIoLUS CRISTATUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 387,

Lr Casstgur Huppr! de CAYENNE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 844,
—Buff. par Soun. xlv. p. 206. pl. 87. {. 2.

CRESTED ORTOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 421. 3.

HABITAT:

in Amierica australi—18 pollices longus. = e
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wings and the legs, is black, and the whole of
the rest of a deep chesnut. In the tail, which
is tapered, the two middle quills are black, like
those of the wings, but all the lateral ones are
yellow, and the bill 1s of the same colour.

T have seen in the Royal Cabinet a specimen
which was rather of an inferior size, and in
which the tail was eatirely yellow; but I am
not certain whether the two mid-quills were.
plucked, for it had only eight quills in all. ‘

Ve
THE CASSIQUE of Louisiana *,

White, and changing violet, sometimes mixed
together, sometimes separated, are all the co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. =

Oriorus LEucoceEpu2Lus. O. nigro alboque varips, ca-
pite collo abdomine uropygiogue albis, cauda cuneiformi,
— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 175. No. 4.

ORrioLUs LupoviciaNus.—Gmel. Syst, i. p. 387,

LE Cassiguk de la LouistANE,—Buff. Pl. Enl, 646.—Buff,
par Sonn. xlv. p. 209. :

WHITE-HEADED OmoLE.-—Lath Syn. ii. p. 422, 4.—drct,
Zool. ii. No, 147.

HABITAT

n Amenca septentnonah, Louisiana. ——10 polhces longus.
> W
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lours of this bird. Its head is white, and alsq
its tail, belly, and rump ; the feathers of the
wings and of the tail are of a waving violet, and
eged with white: the rest of the plumage iy
dyed with a mixture of these colours. :

~ Itisamnew species, lately brought from Loui-
siana. We may add, that it is the smallest of
the Cassiqués known ; its whole length is only
ten inches, and its wings when closed reach
only to the middle of the tail,” which is some-
what tapered. - ‘,"‘
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THE CAROUGE#,

Iy geneml the Bonanas are smaller, and have
a slendcrel bnll in pmpox tion, than the TlOUpl-

> CHARACTER sn:cxrxcus.

Omol.us BONANA. 0. fulvus, capite pectoreque castg.

* meis, dorse remlglbus re(,tnclbusque mgns —Latln Im!
Orn, i, p. 181. No. 23.

ORmLts BONANA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 390.

X ANTHORNUST. —Bris. ii. p. 115.°22. . 12. 1.2,

Icterus MiNor Nmu“ SUSPENDENS. — Sloan. Jam.
p. 299. 16, t. ‘2.)7 1.—1d. 300. 17. t. 258. 3——R1m Syn.
p. 184. 27.

Icrerus BoNANA.—Daud. Orn. ii. p. 332,

XocHITOTOTL ALTEnA —Raii Syn. p. 167.12.

LE CAROUGE. -—Bqﬁ’ Pl Eul. 535. f. 1.—Buff. 1 par Sorm
slv, p. 211. pl. 87. fig. 1. °

BoNaNA Birp.—Brown. Jum. p. 477.—Lath. Syn. ii,

ST LT e : e

' HABITAT
in America meridionali et Antillis—7 pollices longus. W,
+ Brisson regards it as the same with the Xochitol 4lfer'a_
of Ferjandez, already noticed. But'its plumage is different,

and thongh it jnbabits the same couniry, it bullds its nest
differeptly, © ™ :
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Al

ales. ‘The subject of this article has its plumage
painted with three colours, applied in large bo-
dies.—These are, 1. Reddish-brown, which is
spread over all the fore-part of the bird, on the
head, the neck, and the breast. 2. A velvet
black on the back, the feathers of the tail, those
of the wings, and their great coverts, and even
on the bill and the legs. 3. Deep orange on the
small coverts of the wings, the rump, and the
coverts of the tail. All these colours are more
obscure in the female. -
The length of the Bonana is seven inches,
that of its bill six lines, that of its tail above

. three inches ; its wings, when spread, measure

eleven inches, and when closed extend to the
middle of the tail, or beyond it. This bird was
brought from Martinico; that of Cayenne
(fig- 1, No. 607, PL Enl) is smaller, and the
sort of cowl which covers its head, necl;, &c. is
black, sprinkled with some small white spots on
the sides of the neck, and little reddish streaks
on the back; and lastly, the great coverts and
the middle feathers of the wings are edged with
white. But these differences are, I conceive,
too inconsiderable to prevent our supposing the
Cayenne Bonana a variety of that of Martinico.
They consfruct a curious kind of nest, resem-
bling the quarter of a hollow globe ; and sew it
under the leaf of a Bonana, which shelters the
nest, and forms a part of it; the rest consists of
the fibres of the leaves. =
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In what has been said, it would be difficult
to recognise the Spanish nightingale of Sloane*;
for that bird is in every respectsmaller than the
Bonana, being only six English inches in length,
and nine across the wings ; its plumage is dif-

ferent, and it comstructs its nest in another
- mode. It is a sort of bag, suspended from the
extremity of small branches by a thread which
they spin out of a substance that they extract
from a parasite plant, called old man’s beard,
which many have mistaken for horse-hair. In
Sloane’s bird the base of the bill was whitish,
and encircled by a black ring ; the crown of the
head, the neck, the bhack, and the tail, were of
a light brown, or rather reddish grey; the
wings of a deeper brown, variegated with some
white feathers, the lower part of the tail marked
in its middle with a black line; the sides of the
neck, the breast, and the belly, of the colour of
a dead leaf.

Sloane mentions a variety, either from age or
sex, which differs from the preceding, only
because its back has more of the yellow tint,
the breast and belly of a brighter yellow,
and there is a greater share of black under
the Dill. :

These birds haunt the woods, and have an
agreeable song. They feed on insccts and
worms, for fragments of these are found in their

* Called also the Watchy Picket and American Hang-nest.
1t is the Oriolus Nidipendulus of Gmelin, and the Hang-nest
Oriole of Latham,

VOL. III. 8
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gizzard or stomach, which is not muscular.
Their liver is divided into a great number of
lobes, and of a blackish colour.

I-have seen a variety of the St. Domingo Ca-
rouges, or the Yellow Bottoms of Cayenne,
which I proceed to consider : it resembled much
the female Bonana of Martinico, except that its

“head and neck were blacker. This confirms
my idea, that most of these species are related,
and that, notwithstanding our constant endea-
vour to reduce their number, we have still
carried the subdivisions too far ; especially with
regard to foreign birds, with which we are so
imperfectly acquainted.
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THE LESSER BONANA* '

Trz male and female of this Species are repre-
sented No. 5, fig. 1, and fig. 2, Pl Enl They

have a jargon neally like that of our loriot, and
shrill like that of our magpie.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLus XaNTHORUs. O. luteus, gula remigibus rectri-
cibusque nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn, i. P- 181. No. 26.

ORrIoLus "(AN‘THORU& —Gumel. Syst. 1. p. 391.

XANTHORNUS MEXICANUSt.—Bris. ii. p-118.23.t.11. f.2.

AYOQUANTOTOTL.—Raii Syn. p. 171.—Seb. ii. p- 102.
t. 96, 5.

Lt CArouGE du MEx1QUE.—PI Enl. 5. f. 1.

LE PETIT CUL-TAUNE de CAYENNE, —Buf, ;)ar’(Sonn. xlv,
p- 217: :

LEsser BoNANA BIrD: — Edw. t. 243.—Lath. Syn, ii
P- 438. 25.

HABITAT
in Jamaica et Mexico.—7} pollices longus. w.

+ Brisson supposes it to be the same with the dyoguantototl
of Fernandez, which indeed is of the same size, and its plum-
age composed of black, yellow, and white. But Fernandez

* says nothing of the distribution of these colours, nor fumlshes
any property characteristic of the specles.
s9
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=

‘They suspend their nests, which are of =
purse shape, from the extremity of small
branches, like the troupiales ; but I am informed
they choose the branches that are long and
naked, and select the trees that are stunted and
ill-formed, and lean over the course of a river.
Tt is also said that these nests are subdivided
into compartments for the separate families,
which has not been observed in the troupiales.

These birds are exceedingly crafty, and diffi-
culi to ensnare. They are nearly of the size of
alark; their length eight inches, their alar ex-
tent twelve or thirteen, the tail three or four
inches, and tapered, stretching more than half
beyond the closéd wings. The principal colours
of those represented No. 5, are yellow and
black. In fig. 1, the black is spread over the
throat, the bill, and the space between that and
the eye, the great coverts and the quills of the
wings, dud of the tail, and the lfegs; all the rest
5sal's-/. But we must observe, that the mid-
dle quills and the great coverts of the wings are
edged with white, and the latter sometimes en-
tirely. white. In fig. 2, a part of the small co-
verts of the wings, the thighs, and the belly,
as far as the tail, are yellow, and the, rest all .
black *, '

+ * With respect to the manners of this bird, Sennini was

: informed that it generally lives on the fruit of the palm-trees,
but when this food fails, it eats rice, millet, and insects.
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We may consider, as varieties of this species,
1. The Yellow-headed American Carouge, or
Bonana, of Brisson. The crown of its head,
the small coverts of its tail, those of the wings,
and the lower part of the thigh, are yellow, the
rest of the body entirely black or blackish : it
is apout eight inches long, twelve inches across
the wings, the tail consisting of layers, contain-
ing twelve quills, each four inches long*.
2. The Bonana, or Carouge, of the island of St.

Thomas, whose plumage is also black, caccata

little yellow spot on the small coverts of the
wings: it has twelve quills in the tail, which is
tapered, as in the Lesser Bonana, but somewhat
longer. Edwards has desigued one of the same
species Pl. 329, which has a remarkable de-
pression at the base of the upper mandible 1.
3. The Jamac of Marcgrave, which differs
very little from it with respect to size, and of
which the colours are the same, and distributed

They fly by couples in Mdy and June, but neverlheless col-
lect every night in numerous flocks to roost in the palm-
trees. They are naturally ferocious, have a loud voice,
and when one of them is approached, it immediately alarms
those which are in the trees. It is the most beautiful bird in
St. Domingo, and, from the brilliancy of its colours, is there
called the Golden Slave. W.

* Oriolus Chrysocephalus—Linn. and Gomel. Xanthornus
Icterocephalus Americanus.—Brs. The Golden-headed
Oriole.—Lath.

1 Oriolus Cayanensis.—Linn. and Gmel. Xanthorous Cay-
anensis.—Bris, The Yellow-winged Pye—Edw. The Yel-
low-winged Oriole.——Lath.
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nearly in the same way as in fig. 1, except that
the head is black, that the white on the wings
is collected in a single spot, and that a black
line extends across the back from the one wing
to the other *. '

# Qriolus_ Jamaici.—Gmel. The Brazilian Oriole—Lath.
= M.



THE YELLOW-HEADED ORIOLE® -

Turs is a Cayenne Bomanas, which has a
black plumage, and a sort of cap that covers the
head and part of the neck, but descends lower
before than behind. A black streak, which”
stretches from the nostrils to the eyes, and turns
round the bill, has been omitted in the figure.
The subject represented Pl. 343, appears to be
considerably larger than another which I have
seen in the Royal Cabinet. Must this be
ascribed to the difference of age, of sex, of cli-
mate, or to the defect of the preparation? But

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORr1oLUs ICTEROCEPHALUS, O. niger, capite colloque’
luteis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.183. No. 32.

ORI10LUS ICTEROCEPHALUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 392.

X ANTHORNUS [CTEROCEPHALUS CAYANENSIS.—Bris. ii.
p-124. 27. . 12. f. 4.

Lxzs Coirres JAUNES.—Buff. par Sonn. x1vi p. 224.

Lg CArROUGE de CAYENNE.—PL Enl. 343.

Y ELLOW-HEADED STARLING.—Eduw. t, 323.

ORIOLE.—Lath. Sya. ii. p. 441. 30.

HABITAT

in Cayana,—7 pollices longus. w.
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from that vanety Brisson has drawn his descnp,
tion: its size is equal to that of the brambling:
it is about seven inches long, and eleven across
the wings *.

* Sonnini saw vast flocks of these bnrds in the savannas of
° Guinea: their eggs are oval, white, and studded with oblong
spots of a blood-red colour, W.
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THE OLIVE CAROUGE of Louisiana *. -

Tars bird is represented, Pl Enl. No. 607,
fig. 9, under the name of the Carouge (Bonana)
of the Cape of Good Hope. I had long sus-
pected that this bird, though brought from the
Cape to Europe, was really not a native of
Africa; and the point is decided by the late
arrival (October, 1775) of a Bonana from
Louisiana, which is evidently of the same spe-
cies, and differs in nothing but in the colour
of the throat, which in the latter is black, and
orangein the former. I am convinced that we

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OriorLvus CaAPENsis. . fusco-olivaceus, subtus buteus.—
Lath. Ind. Ora.i. p. 184. No, 36.

Qr1oLus CAPENSIS—Gmel, Syst. 1. p. 392.

XKANTHORNUS CAPITIs BoN&E SPEL,—Bris. il p. 128. 30.

LE CaroucE du CaP DR B. ESPERANCE—PL Enl
607. f. 2.

Le Carouse QuivEe de la Lovisiane.—Buff. par Sonn.
xlv. p. 226. : ;
OLIVE ORIOLE.—Arct, Zool. ii. No. 149.—Lath.Syn. ii.

p- 444. 35.

HABITAT

in Louisiana, et ad caput B. Spei.—7 pollices longus. W.
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ought to entertain the same opinion of all
the pretended bonanas and troupiales of the
ancient continent ; and that we shall discover,
sooner or later, that they are either of a dif-
ferent species, or have derived their origin
“ from America. . —

The Olive Bonana of Louisiana has much of
the olive tinge in its plumage, especially on the
upper part of the bedy; but this colour is not
uniforms it is tinctured with grey on the crown
of the head, and with brown behind the neck,
on the back, the shoulders, the wings, and the
tail ; with a light-brown on the rump and the
otigin of the tail, and with yellow on the
flanks and the thighs; and the large coverts and
quills of the wings, whose fundamental colour
is brown, are edged with yellow. All the
uuder-part of the body is yellow, except the
throat, which is orange; the bill and the legs
arc of a cinereous brown.

This bird is nearly of the size of a house-
sparrow ; its length six or seven inches, its alar
extent ten or eleven inches. The bill is near an
inch long, and the tail more than two; it is
square, and consists of twelve quills. The first
quill is the shortest of the wing, and the thjrd
and fourth the longest.
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. THE KINK #

Turs new species, brought very lately fiom
China, appears to resemble so much the bonana
.on the one hand, and theblackbird on the other,
that it may be regarded as the intermediate
shade. The sides of its bill are compressed: as
in the blackbird, but not scalloped like those of
the bonana; and Daubenton the younger has
properly given it a distinct name, as being really
different from these two species, though it con-
- nects the common chain.
The Kink is smaller than our blackbird: its
head, its neck, origin of its back, and its breast,
are of ash-grey, and this colour acquires a deeper

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORriorus SINENsIS.  O. albus, capite collo dorso anteriore
pecloreque griseo-cinereis, remigibus chalybeis, rectricibus
alho chalybeoque dimidiatis —Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 186.
No. 44. : :

ORrI10LUS SINENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 394.

Le KiNng.—PL Enl. 617—Buf. par Sonn. xlv. n. 229.
pl. 88. fig. 2, N

King OR1OLE.~Luth, Syn. ii. p. 448, 42,

"HABITAT

n Sina.—6} pollices longus. w.
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hue as it approaches the back; the rest of the
Body, both above and below, is white, as also .
the coverts of the wings, whose quills are of a
'i)olishcd steel colour, glistening with reflections
that play between greenish and violet. The tail
is short, tapered, and parted by this same steel
colour and white; so that on the two mid-
_quills, the white is onlya small spot at their ex-
tremity ; this white spot extends higher on the
following quills, the farther they remove from
the middle, and the steel colour retiring, 1s at
last reduced on.the two exterior quills to a

small spot near their origin.
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THE LORIOT*+.

Ir has been said, that the young of this bird
are excluded by degrees, and in detached parts,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Or1orus GArBurna. O. luteus, loris artubusque nigris,
rectricibus exterioribus postice flavis.—Lath, Ind. Orn, i.
P: 186. No. 45,

ORIOLUS GALBULA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 382.—Phil. Trans,
xxiii. No. 285. p. 1897. 41.

CorAcias OrioLUs,—Faun, Suec. No. 95,—Scop. Ann, i.
No. 45.—Faun. 4rab. p. 7. :

GALBULA.—Rau Syn. p. 68. 5.—Hill, p. 147. t. 36. 88,

Ori1oLUs.— Byis. ii. p. 320. 58.

Le LorioT.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 26. (Mas.)—Buff. par Sonn. xIy..
p- 231. pl. 88. . 1. & A

WitwarL.—IVall. ( Angl.) p. 198.

YELLOW-BIRD from BENGAL.— Alb. iii. t. 19.

GoLDEN THRUSH.—Edw. t.185. < s

GOLDEN ORIOLE.— Br. Zool. App. p. 4: t.4.—Lath. Syn. it
p- 449. 48 —TId. Sup. p. 89.

HABITAT

in Europa, Africa, Asin, rarius ju Anglia.—9} poliices longus.

+ In Greek, Kawgioy, from its greenish yellow colour; the
female KAwpis, according to /Zlian; in modern Grec:k,
Suxc@ayes, OF fig-eater : in Latin it has also the names Chlorion
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and that the first object of the parents is to col-
lect and combine the scattered limbs, and, by
virtue of a certain herb, to form them into an
animated whole. The difficulty of this marvel-

lous re-union hardly exceeds, perhaps, that of
: properly separating the ancient names whic.h
the moderns have confusedly applied to this
species, retaining those which really belong to
it, and referring the others to those kinds which
the ancients intended them to denote. I shall
here observe only that, though this bird is dis-
persed through a wide extent, there are certain
countries which it seems to avoid. It is not
found in Sweden, in England ¥, in the Bugey
mountains, nor in the heights of Nantua, though
it appears in Switzerland regularly twice a-year.
Belon says that he never saw it in Greece; and
how can we suppose that Aristotle knew this
bird, without beiug acquainted with the sin-—
: gulai' construetion of its nest, or if he knew

and Chloris, besides Chloreus, Oriolus ; Merula Aurea, Turdus
Aureus, Luteus, Lutea, Luteolus, dies Turidus, Picus nidum sus-
pendens, Avis Icterus, Galgulus : and Pliny applies these four
* mames, Galbulus, Galbula, Vireo, Fineo: in Italian, Oriolo,
Regalbulo, Gualbedro, Galbero, Reigalhero, Garbella, Rigeyo,
Melzivzallo, Becquafigo, Brusola: in Spanish, Oropendula,
Oroyendola : in German, Bierholdt, Bierolf, Brouder-Berolft,
Byroit, Tyrolt, Kirscholdt, Gerolft, Kersenrife, Goldamsel,
Goldmerle, Gutmerle, Olimerle, Gelbling, Widdewal, Witwal :
in Swiss, Wittewalch. The name Oriole is derived from the
Latin Aureolus, or Golden. :
* Pennant notices the bird in his Appendix. One of them
having been shot in South Wales, w.
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it, that he should have omitted to take notice
OLitr?

Pliny speaks of the Chloriont, from the ac-
count of Aristotle; but is not always attentive
to compare the information which he borrows
from the Greeks, with what he draws from °
other sources. He has mentioned the Loriot by
four different terms ], without acquainting us
whether it is the same bird with the Chlorion.

The Loriot is a roving bird, ‘continually
changing its abode; it lives with us only dur

* Belon, says Sonnini, saw Leriots in Greece, and Aristotle
was acquainted with-them. These birds, to my knowledge,
continues Sonnini, visit many countries of Greece about the
month of September, when the figs are ripe, of which they are
very fond. They arrive at the same period in the rich plains
of Lower Egypt and Barbary. They return to Europe in
the spring, but very thin. W.

+ Hist. Nat. lib. x. 29.

1 “ Picorum aliquis suspendit in surculo (nidum) primis im
ramis, cyathi modo.” Lib. x. 33. “Jam publicum quidem
omnium est (Galgulos) tabulata ramorum sustinendo nido
provide eligere, camerique ab imbri aut fronde protegere
densd.”—From this similarity in the construction of the nest,
we may conclude that the Picus and Galgulus are the same
with the Loriot. That the Galgulusis still the same with the
duis Icterus and the Ales Luridus appears from the two fol-
lowing passages: * Avis Icicrus vocatur a colore, que si
spectetur, sanari id malum (regium) tradunt, et avem mori;
hanc puto Latine vocari Galgulum.” Lib, xxx, 11. * Icterias -
(lapis) aliti Lurido similis, ideo existimatur salubris contra
regios morbos.” Lib. xxxvii, 10. Beside‘s,'in Bookix. 25.
Pliny says of the Galgulus, that it retires as soon as
it has reared its young,” which agrees exactly with the
Golden Oriole, -
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ing the season of love. It obeys the primgry‘
impulses with ardour and fidelity. The union
is formed on the arrival, about the middle of
the spring. The pair build their nest on lofty
trees, but often at no considerable height; they
form it with singular industry, and in a way
very different from that of the blackbird,
though they have been referred to the same
genus. They commonly fasten to the fork of g
small branch long straws or hemp-stalks ; some
of which, extending directly across, form the
margin of the nest; others penetrate through
its texture ; while others, bending under it, give
solidity to the structure. The nest is thus pro-
vided with an exterior cover, and the inner bed,
prepared for receiving the eggs, is a matting of
the small stems of dog-grass, the heards of which
are so much concealed that the nest has often
been supposed to be lined with the roots of
plants. The interstices between the outer and
inner case are filled with mess, lichens, and
other such substances, which compact the
whole. After the nest is constructed, the female
drops in it four or five eggs, the ground eolour
of which is a dirty white, and sprinkled with
small distinct spots of -brown, approaching to
black, most numerous on the small end. She sits
closely three weeks, and not on ly retains long
‘her affection * to her young, but defends them
against their enemies, and even against man.

* Belon.
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with mote intrepidity than could be expectec:
from so small a bird. The parents have been
seen to dart resolutely upon the plunderers of
their brood ; and what is still more remarkable,
a mother, taken with her nest, continued to
hatch in the cage, and expired on her eggs. |
After the young are reared, the family pre-
pares for its journey. This comnionly happens
in the end of August, or the beginning of Sep-
tember. They never assemble in numerous
flocks, nor do the families remain united, for
seldom ate more than two or three found toge-
ther. Though they fly rather heavily, flapping
their wings like the blackbird, they probably
winter in Africa: for on the one hand, the Che-
- valier des Mazy, Commander of the Order of
Malta, assures me, that they pass that island in
the month of September, and Tepass it in the
_spring: and on the other, Thevenot says
that they migrate into Egyptin the month of
May, and return in September*. He adds,
that in May they are very fat, and their flesh
good eating. Aldrovandus is surprised that in
France they are never brought to our tables.
The Loriot is about as large as the blackbird ;
in length nine or ten inches, its alar extent
" sixteen, its tail three and a half long, and its biJl
fourteen lines. The male is of a fine yellow
over all the body, the neck, and head, except a

* Voyage du Levant, tom. i. p, 493.
VOL. III, T
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black streak which stretches from the eye to the
corner of the aperture of the bill. The wings
are black, except a few yellow spots, which ter-
minate most of tlhe great quills, and some of.
the coverts the tail is divided by yellow and
black, so that the black prevails on the part
which appears of the two mid-quifls; and the
yellow gradually extends over the l‘aterul quills,
beginning at tl),e-tips of those which are next
the two middle ones. But the plumage is very
different in the two sexes. Almost all that
was of a pure black i the male, is, in the fe-
male, of a brown, with a greenish tinge ; and
what was of a beautiful yellow in the former, is
in the latter olive and pale brown :-—olive on the
head, and the upper part of the body dirty white,
variegated with brown streaks under the body,
white at the tips of most of the wing-quills, and
pule yellow at the extremity of their coverts ;
and there is no pure yellow, except at the end
of the tail and on the lower coverts. I have
besides observed in-a female; a small space be-
hind the ear, without feathers, and of a light
slate colour.

The young males resemble the females: with
respect to plumage, and the more so the ten-
derer their age. At first they are still more
speckled than the female, and even on the wpper
part of the body ; but in the month of Angust
the yellow begins to appear under the body.
Their cry is different also from™ that of the old

o
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ones; they scream wo, yo, yo, succeeded some-
times with a sort of mewing like that of a cat*.
But they have also a sort of whistling, espe-
cially before rain f; if this be not really the
same with the mewing:

Their iris is red, the bill reddish brown, the
inside of the bill reddish, the edges of the lower
mandible somewhat arched léngthwise, the
tongue forked, and, as it were, jagged at the
tip, the gizzard muscular, terminating in a bag
formed by the dilatation of the a@sophagus, the
gall-bladder green, the cwca very small and
short, and the first phalanr of the outer toe
glued to that of the middle toe.

When they arrive in the spring, they feed on
caterpillars f, worms, insects, whatever in short
they can catch ; but they are fondest of cherries,
figs§, the berries of the service-tree, peas, &c.

* Gesner says, that they pronounce Oriot, or Loriot ;
Belon, that they seem to say compere loriof ; and others have
fancied that they articulated ousot bonnes merises, &c.

1 Gesner.

1 From the quantity of caterpillars which these hirds
destroy, they must be of singular service to the rural inhabi-
tants. When they have young ones to feed, they are not
content with bringing them one at a time, but fill their bill
with ten or twelve, and in this manner visit a number of trees
returning every day till all the caterpillars are destroyed.
The arrival of the Loriots in spring is, according to a popular
opinion, a sign that white frosts are no longer to be feared,

: : W

§ Hence they have been called Tuxopzys, and Bccaﬁgas.*
Perhaps the figs improve the quality of their flesh; they do
s0 in the case of blackbirds,

T2



976 THE LORIOT.

A couple of these birds could in one day com-
pletely plunder a rich cherry-tree; for they peck
the cherries one after another, and only eat the
ripe part.

The Loriots dare not easy to breed or tame.
They can be caught by the call, placing limed
twigs where they drink, and by varioussort s
of nets.

These birds have sometimes spread from one
end of the continent to another, without suffer-
ing any alteration in their é?itern&l form, or in
their plumage; for Loriots have been seen in
Bengal, and even in China, which were pre- .
cisely like ours. But others have been brought
from nearly the same countries, which had some
differences in their colours, and whiclr may be
regarded, for the most part, as varieties of eli-
mate, till accurate observations, of their in-
stincts, their habits, and manner of life, throw
light on our conjectures-



VARIETIES OF THE LORIOT,

1.
THE COULAVAN %,

Tris bird is brought from Cochin-China: it
is perhaps rather larger than our Loriot, its bill
is also proportionably stronger; the colours of
the plumage are precisely the same, and every
where distr ibuted in a similar manner, except on
the coverts of the wings, which are entirely
yellow, and on the head, where there isa sort of
black horse-shoe, of which the convex part
bounds the occiput, and its branches, passing

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Onriorus GALBULA. 0. luteus, artubus nig.is apice luteis,
fascia capitis nigra.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.188. No.45.
Var. %

OrioLvs CHINENsIS.—Ginel. Syst, i. p. 383.

COCHINSINENSIS.—DBris. ii. p, 826. 59.1.88.£.1,

LE COULAVAN. —P{. Enl. 570.—Bujf. par Sonn.xlv. p 245,

CounAVAN.—Lath, Syn. i, p. 402 43, C,

HABITAT

in Cochinsina, : W.
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pelow the eye, terminate in the corpers of
the opening of thehill. This 1s the most te-
markable distinction of the Coulayan, and yet
there is in the Loriot a black spot between the
eye and the bill whicl appears to be the rudi-
ment of the horse-shoe.

I have seen some specimens of the Coulavan,
in which the upper part of the body was of a
brown yellow. Inall, the bill is yellowish, and
the legs black *. :

* This bird is not confined tp Gochm-Chma but,mccpzd' ng
to Sonnerat, is found in several partsof India ~ = '}V,

———

15
THE CHINESE LORIOT *.

It is somewhat less than ours, but is of the
same shape proportmns, and colours, thouo-h

* CHARACTER erchrcus_

OrioLus GALBULA. O. luteus, capite apicibusque rec-
tricam intermediarum mgns —Lath, Ind. Orn_fi. p- 187
No. 45. Var. 8. 3

ORI0LUS MELANOCEPHALUS —Gmel. Syst. i p. 383

. BENGALENSIS.— Bris. ii. p- 329. 61.

E LorioT de la CHINE -—PI Enl. 7

_ - 9.—Buff. pq
SHgTiEte uf. par Sonn,

BLAcx-nEAm:n INDIAN Icterus.—Edw. t. 7. Lath,
Syn. i. P: 451.43. A,

HABITAT
in Maderaspatano, : w
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these are differently disposed. The head, the
throat, and the fore-part of the neck, are en-
tirely black *, and in the tail there is no black,
but a broad stripe, which crosses the two inter-
mediate quills near their extremity, and two
spots placed very near the tips of the two fol-
lowing quills. Most of the coverts of the wings
are yellow, the others are parted with black
and yellow ; the largest quills are black where
they are seeén when the wings are closed, and
the others are edged or tipt with yellow ; all the
rest of ‘the plumage is of the finest yellow.
The' female is different{ ; for the front or
the space between the eye and the bill is of a
vivid yellow, the throat and the fore-part of the
neck of a light yellowish cast, with brown
speckles; the rest of the under-part of the body
is of a deeper yellow, the upper of a shining
yellow, all the wings variegated with brown
and. yellow, the tail also yellow, except the
two mid-quills, which are brown, marked with
a yellowish spangle, and tipt with yellow, M.’

# The sort of black piece that covers the throat and the
fore-side of the neck is in Edwards’s figure a scallop on each
near its middle.

+ Oriolus Galbula, var. 1.—Gmel. Icterus Maderaspata-
nus Neevius.—Bris. The Mottled Jay.—Ray. The Ye]low‘
Stériiug from Bengal,—Alb. The Yellow Indian Starling,—

i,
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118
THE INDIAN LORIOT*.

Tt has more yellow than any of the Loriots,
for it is entirely of that colour, except, 1. ‘A
horse-shae, which bends round the crown of
the head, and terminates on each side in the
corners of the bill. 2. Some longitudinal spots
on the coverts of the wings. 3. A belt which
crosses the tail near the middle; the whole of
an azure colour, but the bill and legs are of a
glowing hright red. :

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORr1oLUS GALBULA. O. luteus, fascia capitis transversalj

 ceerulea, rectricibus luteus fascia ceerulea,— Lath. Ind. Orn.
i, p. 188. No. 45. Var, & ;

ORr1oLUs  INDICUS.—Bris. ii. p. 328. 60.

CHLoRr1s INpicUs.—Aldr. 4v. i. t. p. 862.—Joknst. dv. t. 41,

1.x Lorior des INDES.—Buff. par Sonn, xly, p. 280.—Lath,
Syn. ii. p. 4562. 43. D. :

HABITAT

in India. W.
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TV
THE STRIPED-HEADED ORIOLE *,

This bird has been regarded by some as a
blackbird, by others as a Loriot : its true place
seems to be between the Loriots and the black-
birds, and since its proportions are different
from those of e1the1 of these two species, I
would CO]lSldCl it as an intermediate or related
speues rather than as a mere vauety

The radiated Loriot is not so large asa black-
bird, and of a more slender shape. its bill, tail,
aﬁd legs, are shorter, but its toes longer ; its

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus Raprarus. O. luteo-rubescens, capite colloque
sibtus nigricantibus albo punctatis, tectricibus alarum re-
migibusque nigris margine albis.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p.188.
No. 48. =

ORIOLUS RADIATUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 384.

CAPITE STRIATO—DBris. ii. p. 332. 62.

I\IERULA Bicoror ALDR.—Raii Syn. p. 67. 11.—Will.
p- 144.1. Td. (Angl.) p. 193.

Lk LorioT RAYE'E.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 251.

STRIPED-HEADED OR1oLE.—Lath. Syn. ii, p, 453. 44.
*s ¥ i i \\r.
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head is brown, delicately radiated with white;
its wing-quills are also brown, and edged with .

_white; all the body is of a beautiful orange,
deeper on the upper part than on the lower ; the
bill and the nails are nearly of the same colour,
and the legs are yellow,
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THE THR USHES*

Tae family of the Thrushes is certainly much
related to that of the blackbirds 1 ; but it would
be improper, as several naturalists have done,
to cunfound them together, The common peo-
ple appear to have acted more wisely, who have
applied different names to objects which are
really distinct. Those are termed Thrushes,
whose plumage is speckled f, or marked with
little strokes, disposed with a kind of ‘regula-
rity ; on the contrary, those are blackbirds
shose plumage is uniform, or véried with large
spots. We readily adopt this distinction, and,

# TURDUS.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

" Rostrum rectiusculum, apice de flexo, emarginato.
Nares ovate, nude, vel membranula semitectz.
Faur ciliata. :
Lingua lacero emarginata,

+ ¢ Merule et turdi amicz sunt aves,” says Pliny. There
scems little doubt that the Blackbirds and Thrushes consort,
since they are commonly caught in the same snares.

1 The word grivelé is used in the original, and is formed
undgoubtedly from grive, the term for a Thrush,
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reserving the blackbirds for a separq,te artlcle,
we shall treat of the Thrushes in the present
We shall distingnish four principal species in
our own climate, and to them we shall refer, as
asual, their varieties, and the foreign species

© mmost analogous.

The first species is the Throstle, Pl. Enl. No.
406; and 1 consider as wvarieties, the IVhate-
headed Thrush of Aldrovandus, the Crested
Thrush of Schwenckfeld ; and as foreign analo-
gous species, the Guiana Thrush, Pl En] No.
398 fig. 1, and the Little American Thrush,
mentioned by Catesb)

The second species is the Missel, P1. Enl. No.
480, which is the furdus wviscivorus of the an-
cients, and to which I shall refer the White
Missel as a variety.

The third species is the Fieldfare, PL Eal.
No. 490; itis the turdus pilarus of the ancients.
The varieties, the Spotted Fieldfare of Klein,
and the White-headed Fieldfare of Brisson. I
reckon as the analogous foreign kinds, the Ca-
rolina Fieldfare, of Catesby, which Brisson
makes his eighth species of Thrushes, and the
Canada erldfare of Catesby, which Brisson
makes his ninth spec1es

The fourth species is the Red Wing, Pl. Enl.
No. 51, which is the furdus iliacus of the
ancients. :

Lastly, I shall subjoin some foreign Thrushes,
which are too little known to be referred to
their proper species: such are the Green Bar-
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bary Thrush of Doctor Shaw, and the Chinese
Hoami of Brisson, which I shall admit into the
Thrushes, upon the authority of that naturalist,
though it appears to me to differ from them in
its plumage and in its shape.

Of the four principal species belonging to our
¢limate, the first two, which are the Throstle
and the Missel, tesemble each other. Both ap-
pear to be less subject to the necessity of mi-
gration, since they often breed in France, Ger-
many, Italy, and in' short in those countries
where they pass the winter. Both sing delight-
fully, and they are of the small number of
birds whose warble is composed of a succession
of notes; and they both seem to be of an un-
social disposition, for, according to some ob-
servers, they perform their journeys alone,
Frisch traces other analogies also between the
¢olours  of their plumage and the order of their
distribution, &c.

The two other species, viz. the Ficldfare and:
the Red-wing, are also analogous in some cir-
cumstances. They travel in numerous flocks;
are more transitory, and seldom nestle in our
climates ; for which reason they sing very sel-
dom*, and their song is unknown not only
to many naturalists, but even to most sports-
men. It is rather a sort of chirping, and when
a score meet on a poplar, they chatter all at

» FriscH.—* In summer (says Turner), the Turdus Pilaris

is seldom or never seen wnth us (in Envland) . in winter no
birds are more numerous.” ;
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once, making a very loud noise, which is far
from being melodious.

 Both sexes of the Thrush are nearly of the
same size, and equally liable to change their
plumage from one season to another®. In a}l

« of them the first phalanz of the outer toe is
jo‘ined to that of the mid-toe, - the edges of the

" Dill scalloped near the tip. None of them sub-
_sist on seeds; whether because it suits not
their appetite, or that their bill and stomachare
too weak to break and digest them. Berries
are their chief food, and hence they have re-
ceived the epithet of daccivorous. They also eat
insects, worms, &c. and it is in quest of these
that they come abroad after rain, rove in the
fields, and scrape the ground, especially the
Missels and the Fieldfares.. They make the
same search in winter in places of a warm aspect

where the ground is thawed. .
Their flesh is a delicate food, especially that
of the first and fourth species, which are the
Throstle and the Red-wing: but the ancient
Romans held it in still higher estiniation than
we, and képt these birds the whole year in a
sort of voleries, which deserve to be described 1

Each volery contained many thousaud
Thrushes and Blackbirds, not to mention other
birds excellent for eating, such as ortolans,.

* “ They have one colour in winter, another in summer.”
—ARISTOTLE. =

t “Interaves turdus ., , « Inter quadrnpedes gloria prinza
lepus.”—MARTIAL, =
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quails, &c. So numerous were those voleries
in the vicinity of Rome, and in the territory of
the Sabines, that the dung of the Thrushes was
employed to manure the lands, and, what is re-
markable, to fatten oxen and hogs*.

These Thrushes had less liberty in their vo-
leries than our field pigeons in their dovecotes ;
for they were never suffered to go abroad, and
they laid no eggs: but as they were supplied
with abundance of choice food, they fattened to
the great profit of the proprietor {. The vo-
leries were a kind of vaulted courts, the inside
furnished with a number of roosts. The door
was very low, the windows were few, and
placed in such a manner as to prevent the pri-
soners from seeing the fields, the woods, the
birds fluttering at liberty, or whatever might
awaken their sensibility, and disturb the calm
50 conducive to corpulence. A little glimmer-
ing was sufficient to direct them to their food;
which consisted of millet, and a sort of paste
made with bruised figs and flour. They had
also given them the berries of the lentisk, of the
myrtle, of the ivy, and whatever in short would
improve the delicacy and flavour of their flesh,
They were supplied with a little stream of

+ Varro, De re Rustich.—Lib. i. 31.

+ Fach fat Thrush, except at the time of migration, sold
fott three denarii, equal to about two shillings sterling. And
on the occasion of a triumph or public festival, this sort of
trade yielded a profit of twelve hundred per cent.—See Col-
lumelle de re Rustica, lib, viii, 10.—and Varro, lib. iil. 3.
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swater; which ran in a gutter through the volery..
Twenty days before they were intended for
killing, their allowance was augmented ; nay,
so far was the attention carried, - that they
gently removed into a little anti-chamber the
Thrushes which were plump and in good order,
to enjoy more quiet; and frequently, to heighten
the illusion, they hung boughs and verdure
imitating the natural scenery ; so that the birds
might fancy themselves in the midst of the
woods. In short, they treated their slaves well,
because they knew their interest. Such as were
newly caught; were put in small separate vole-
ies along with others that had been accustomed
to confinement; and every contrivance, every
soothing art was employed to habituate them
éomewhat to bondage; yet these were birds
never completely tamed.

- We can at pre‘éent perceive some traces of
the ancient pracfice, improved indeed by the
skill of the moderns. [t is common-in certain
provincés of France to hang pots in the tops
of trees which are haunted by the Thrushes
and these birds, finding convenient sheltered
nests, seldom fail to lay their eggsin them, to
hatch and rear their young™*. * This plan contri-
butesdoubly to the multiplication of thespecies ;
: for it both preserves the brood, and, by saying
" the time spent in building nests, it enables

* Belon, '
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them to make two hatches in the year*. When
they find no pots, they construct their nests in
trees, or even bushes, and with great art ; they
cover the outside with moss, straw, dried 183,\"‘.’;,
&ec. but they line the inside with a hard case
formed of mud, compacted with straws and
small roots. In this respect they differ from
the pies and blackbirds, which lay their eggs
on a soft mattress. These nests are hollow he-
mispheres about four inches in diameter. The
colour of the eggs wvaries in the different
species between blue and green, with some
dull spots”that are most freqi€nt on the large
end. Every species has also its peculiar song;
and sometimes they have even been taught
to speak . But this must be understood
chiefly of the Throstle and the Missel, in
which the organs of voice seem to be the most
perfect.

It is said that the Thrushes swallow the ber-
ries entire of the juniper, the misletoe, the
ivy, &c. f, and void them so little altered, that
when they fall in a proper soil, they germinate
and produce. But Aldrovandus aflirms that,
having made these birds swallow the grapes of

# It appears even that they sometimes have three hatches ;
for Salerne found, in the month of September, a Thrush’s nest
in a vine containing three eggs not yet hatched, which
appeared to be of the third hatch.

+ « Agrippina, the wife of Claudius Cesar, Jhad a Thrush
which imitated human speech.”—Pliny, lib. x. 42.-

t Linnzus.

. VOL. IIL U
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the wild vine and the berries of the misletoe, he
could never discover in their excrements any
of these that retained its form.

The Thrushes have a ventricle more or less
muscular, no craw, nor even a dilatation of the
@sopkagus - which may supply its place, and
scarcely any cecum ; but all of them have a gall-
~ bladder, have the end of the tongue parted into
two or three threads, and have eighteen quills
in each wing, and twelve in the tail.

These birds are sad and melancholy, and, as
the natural consequence of that disposition, they
are the more enamoured of liberty. They sel-
dom play or even fight together; still less will
they bend to domestic slavery. But their love
of freedom is not equalled by their resources
for preservation. Their oblique and tortuous
flight is almost their only protection against the
shot of the sportsman, or the talons of the bird
of prey *. If they reach a close branchy tree,
_ they remain still through fear, and can hardly
be beat out +. Thousands of them are caught
in snares; but the Throstle and the Red-wing
are the two species which can the most easily
be caught by the noose, and almost the ouly
ones that can be taken by the call.

* Skilful sportsmen assure me that Thrushes are dificult
to shoot, even more so than snipes. S
+ This is, pertaps, the reason that they are said to be
deaf : Kagdlegos nixpn, deafer than a Thrush, was a proverb in
Greece. But all the fowlers assure me that the Thrush has
a very quick ear, '
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These nooses are nothing but two or three
horse-hairs twisted together, and formihg a
running knot. They are placed round the Jjuni-
pers or service-trees in the neighbourhood of a
fountain or a mere, and when the place is well
chosen, and the springs properly set, several =
hundred Thrushes have been caught in a day in
the space of a hundred acres.

It is ascertained from observations made in
different countries, that when the Thrushes ap-
pear in Europe about the beginning of the au-
tumn, they arrive from the countries of the north
in company with those numerous flocks of birds
which, on the approach of winter, traverse the
Baltic sea, and leave Lapland, Siberia, Livonia,
Poland, and Prussia, for more temperate cli-
‘mates. So abundant are the Thrushes then on
the southiern shore of the Baltic, that, according
to the computation of Klein, the single city of
Dantzic consumes every year ninety thousand
pairs. It is equally certain that the survivors
which emigrate again after the rigors of winter,

* direct their course towards the north. But the
different species arrive not all of them at the
same time. In Burgundy, the Throstle appears
-the first about the end of September, next the
Réd-wing, and last of all, the ‘Fi‘cidfare and the
Missel ; but the latter species is much less nu-
merous than the three others, which might be
expected, since it is more dispersed. :

We must not suppose that all the species of
Thrushes pass constantly in the same number ;

U 2
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sometimes they are very few, because the season
has cither been unfavourable to their multipli-
cation, or to their migration *; at other times
they are extremely numerous and a very intel-.
higent observer | has imformed me, tl}ut he saw
prodigious clouds of Thrushes, chiefly Red-
wings and Ficldfares, alight in the month of
March at Brie, and cover an extent of seven or
eight leagues. This appearance, which “was
unexampled, lasted near a month, and 1t was
remarked that the cold had continued very long
that winter {. !

The ancients said that the Thrushes came
every year into Italy from beyond seas about
the autumnal equinox, and that they returned
about the vernal equinox, and that in both
passages § they assembledand rested in the islets
of Pontia, Palmaria, and Pandataria, which are
nigh the Italian coasts. They repose too in the
island of Malta, where they arrive in October
and November ; the north-west wind brings
some flocks, the south or south-west sometimes
beats them back. But they do mot always ar-
rive with certain winds, and their appearance

* Tam assured that some years the Red-wings are very rare
in Provence; and this is the case also in the northern
countries. .

1 Hebert. : 3

1 Letters of M. le Commandeur Godehen de Riville
tom. i. pp. 91. 92. Ném. Etran. -

§ Varro, De re Rustica, lib. iii. 5. These islets lie south
?f the city of Rome, somewhat to the east: that of Pandetaria
1s at present known by the name Fentotene,  * o
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depends oftener on the state of the air than on
its motion; for if, in calm weather, the sky
suddenly darkens with the preludes of a storm,
the ground is then covered with Thrushes.

Nor does the island of Malta ¢ appear to limit
the migration of the Thrushes towards the
south : for they are found in the interior parts
of the African continent, from whenee they
annually pass, it is said, into Spain*.

Those which remain in Europe spend the
. summer in the mountain forests: and on the
approach of winter they remove from the heart
of the woods where the fruits and insects begin
to fail, and settle on the skirts of the adjacent
plains. It is, no doubt, during this flitting
that in the beginning of November so great a
number are caught in the forest of Compeigne.
Itis uncommon, saysBelon, to find the different
spccies in numbers at the same time, and in the
same place. .

In all of them the-edges of the UPPEl man-

* « Being in Spain in 170%,” says the translator of Ed-
wards, *“ in the kingdom of Valencia, on the sea-coast, I saw
in October great flocks of birds that came in a direct course
from Africa. Some were killed, and found to be Thrushes,
but so dry and TCan that they had neither substance nor
taste. The people of the country told me that every year at
the same season such flocks arrive, but that most of them
proceed much farther.” Admitting the fact, I still doubt
whether these Thrushes really come from Africa; for this
would be contrary to their usual route, and the tendency of
their flight on their arrival is no proof of the direction of
%hur whole course.
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dible; are scallopped near the point, the inside
of the bill is yellow, its base has some black
hairs or bristles projecting forwards, the first
phalanx of the outer toe is joined to that of the
middle toe, the upper-part of the body is of a
deeper brown, and the under lighter and
speckled ; las'ly, in all, or in most of them, the
tail is nearly a third of the totdl length of the
bird, which varies in the different species be-
tween eight and eleven inches, and is ouly two-
thirds of the alar extent; the wings when closed
reach as far as the middle of the tail, and the
weight of the bird is between two ounces and
a half and four and a half.

Klein asserts, he is well informed that
Thrushes are found also in the northern parts
of India, but which differ from ours in not

wigrating.
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Tuis species, in the French language, gives
name to the whole genus, I have therefore
ranged it in the first place, though in poiut of
size it occupies only the third. Itis very com-
mon in some parts of Burgundy, and called by

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Musicus. T. supra griseo-fuscus, subtus albo-
rufescens maculis nigricantibus varius, remigibus basi inte-
riore ferrugineis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 327. No. 2.

TurDUS Musicus.—Gumel. Syst. i. p. 809.—Raii Syn. p. 64.
A. 2.—Will. p. 138. 1. 37.

pl 89. f. 2.

Tmiosu,x Mavis, of Sth mesu —Will. (Angl.)
p. 188.—Br. Zool. i. No. 107.—Arct. Zool. ii. p. 842. C.—
Lath. Syn. iii. p. 18. 2.—Id, Sup. p. 139.—Bew. Birds, i,
p- 104.

HABITAT

in Europz syl'vis.—9 pollices longus. w.

+ In Greek, Kixpaz or Kuypn: in Latin, Turdus: in Ita-
lian, Zordo Mezzano : in Spanish, Zorzal ; in German, Drassel,
or Drostel (hence the English name): and in Branflenhurg,-
Zippe : in Poland, Drozd : in ‘Smoland, Klere: and in Ostro-
gothia, Klaedra, 1
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the country people The Little Thrush*, ot Lit-
tle Red-wingt. It commounly arrives every
year about “the time of vintage, probably at-
tracted by the maturity of the grapes; and
hence undoubtedly it has received the name of
Vine Thrush. 1t disappears during the frosts,
and again makes a transient visit in‘ the months
6f March or April, before its migration in May.
On the departure of the flock, they always leave
4 few stiagglers behind, which are either unable
to follow the main body, or, yieldiug to the
mild jafluenee of spring, stop and breed iu the
forests that cecusdn-treir route . — This 1s the
reason why some Throstles coustantly remzin
in our woods, where they build their nest on
the wild apple and pear-trees, and even in juni-
pers and in the bushes, as lias b‘een obsm“ved in
Silesia§ and in England |. Sometimes they fix
it in the trunk of a thick tree teu or twelve feet
high, and prefer, for the materials, wood rotten
and worm-eaten. =

They generally pair about the end of winter,
and form lasting unions. - They make two
hatclies i the year, and sometimes a third,

 # Gnvelte, + Dauvictte,

1 Dr. Lottinger assures me, that they arrive in the months
of March and April in the mountains of Lorraine, and that
they return in Septembir and October, Hence it would fol-
low that in these mountains, or rather in forests that cover
them; thiey pass the summer, and: from these retreats visit us
in autumin. But must we apply this local remark of Lottin-
ger's to the whole species 2 Observations alone will decide,

§ Fris;pbT . || British Zoology.
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when their former have not succeeded. The
first lay comsists of five or six eggs, of a deep
blue with black spots, most frequent at the large
end; and iu the subsequent hatches the number
regulzu ly dimiuishes. Itis difficultin this spe-
cies to separate the males from the females;
their size being the same in both sexes, and the
colours of their plumage, as I have said, subject
to vaiy. Aldrovandus saw, and caused to be
delineated, three of these birds, caught in differ-

ent seasons ; all which differed in the colours -

of their bill, of theirlegs, and of their feathers :
in one of them the streaks on the breast were
hardly perceptibie.  Frisch asserts, however,
that the old males have a white ray above the
eyes; and Linnzus makes these white eyelids
one of the characters of the species.  Almost all
the other naturalists agree, that the young males
can hardly be distinguished but by their early
inclination to chaunt: for the Throstle sings
delightfully, especially in the spring * whose
return it announces; and as it _breeds several
times in the year, it enjoys a succession of the
“vernal pleasures, and may be said to warble
three-fourths of the year. It sits whole hours
on the top of a tall tree, straining its delicate
throat. Its warbling consists of several different

couplets, like that of the Missel, but still more -

vatied and more charming; which has’obtained

* On its first arrival, about the end of winter, it has only a
feeble whistle, day and night, like the ortolans.
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for it in many countries the denomination of the
Singing Thrush. The song is undoubtedly in-
tended to attract the female; for even the
imperfect imitation of it will produce that
effect.

Each brood follows. separately their parents;
sometimes several of these chancing to meet in
the same wood, would induce us to think that
they associate in numerous flocks*®; but their
union is fortuitous and momentary; the fami-
lies soon separate, and even the individuals dis-
perse after they are able to provide singly their
subsistence f.

These birds are found in Italy, France, Loz-
raine, England, Scotland, Sweden, where they
haunt the forests which abound with maples {,
They migrate from Sweden into Poland fifteen
days before and after the festival of St. Michael,
when the weather is warm and calm.

Though the Throstle is quick-sighted, and
very alert to avoid its declared enemies, and to
escape from manifest dangers, it has at bottom
but little cunning, and is quite unguarded
against concealed stratagems: it is easily
caughteither by the call or the gin, though less

_so than the Red-wing. In some parts of Po-~

* Frisch.—Dr. Lottinger also says, that though they do not
migrate in troops, many are found together or pretty nigh
each other.

+ I am assured, hawever, that they like the company of
the calendar larks. :

1 Linnweus.—Fauna Suecice.
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land, such numbers are taken that small barks
are loaded with them for exportation®. It is 3
bird that delights in woods, and in such places
the snares may be laid with success. It seldom
is met with in the plains, and even when it visits
the vines it constantly retires into the neigh-
bouring copses in the evening, and during the
heat of the day; so that to succeed in catching
the Throstle, we ought to choose the proper
time—its departure in the morning, and its re-
turn in the evening, or the mid-day, when the
sun’s rays- are most oppressive. Sometimes
they are intoxicated with eating ripe grapes,
and then they fall an easy prey,

Willughby informs us, that this species breeds
in England, and resides there the whole year;
and he adds, that its flesh is excellent, but par-
takes of the quality of its food. Our Throstle
subsists in autumn on chesnuts, beech-mast,
grapes, figs, ivy-berries, juniper-berries, the fruit
of the service-tree, and such like aliments. We
are nof so certain what it lives upon in the
spring. In that season it commonly appears on
the ground in the woods, in wet places, and
among the bushes which skirt the flooded mea-
dows, where it may be supposed to search for
earth-worms, snails, &c. If an intense vernal
frost happens, the Throstles, instead of flying
to milder climates, retire to the sprifigs, and
languish and pine; and a continuance of this

* Rzaczinski,



300 THE THROSTLE.

severe weather will destroy many of them.
This would seem to show, that cold is not the
sole cause of their migratiogs, but that they have
a certain circuit to deseribe annually in a given
time. It is said that pomegranates prove a
poison to them. In Bugey, the nests of the
Throstles are much sought after, or rather their
young, whichare dressed into delicate dishes.

I should suppose that this species was un-
known to the ancients; for Aristotle reckons
only three kinds % which are all different from
the present, and of which we shall treat in the
following articles. Nor can we imagine that
Pliny meant this when he speaks of a new spe-
cies which appeared in Italy in the time of the
war between Otho and Vitellius; for that bird
was almost as large as a pigeon T, and therefore
four times the size of the Throstle, which weighs
only three ounces.

T have observed in a Threstle-which lived
some time with me, that wheu it was angry it
cracked and snapped with its Dbill; its upper
mandible was aldo moveable, though much less
than the lower; also 1ts tail was somewhat
forked, which is not very evident from the
figure . :

« * Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 20.

+ Pliny, Tib. x. 49. :

1 It is nine inches long, and its alar extent thirteen and a
half. Tt sings, especially in the evenings of the spring, from
the top of the highest tree; and breeds in bushes and
thickets. Its nest is formed with eartli, moss, and straws,
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the inside plastered with clay. It lays five or six eggs ofa
blueish green, variegated with a few black spots. Tt is com-
monly fed with chopped meat and crumb of hread: it is fond
of grapes and other fruit. Sonnini mentions a woman who
kept one eight years, and fed it with bread-crumbs and rape-
seed. It consumed fifty-two pounds a-year—a singular ob-
servation, which gives the proportion of nonrishment neces-
- sary for a bird of this kind in 4 stated time, and consequently
its ability to injure the farmer. W.
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 VARIETIES OF THE THROSILE.

1. Tee WHITE THROSTLE. The sole
difference consists in the whiteness of its plum-
age; a quality which, though commonly
ascribed to the influence of the northern elim-
ates, may be produced by accidental causes in
the more temperate countries, as we have re-
marked in the history of the raven: but this
colour is not spread over the whole body, nor
is it pure. The breast and neck are marked
with the speckles peculiar to the Thrushes,
though far more dilute and faint; the back is
slnded with a mixture of brown, and the breast
tinged with rufous, as i those figured by
Frisch, pl. 83, but without any description.
Sometimes none of the upper part of the body,
cxcept the head, is white, as in that described
by Aldrovandus; at other times the lower part
of the neck only is marked by a white cross-bar,
like a hdlf collar; and, in different individuals,
this colour certainly mingles variously with
those proper to the species.—But distinctions of
that sort cannot form even permanent varieties.

II. The CRESTED THRUSH, mentioned
by Schwenckfeld, must also be regarded as a
\arlety of this specxcq ‘not ()1]]) because it 18
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of the same size, and its plumage similar, except
a whitish | tuft, formed like that of the crested
lark, and also its collar white, but because it is
very rare. It may be even said, that hitherto it
1s unique, since Schwenckfeld is the only person
who has seen it, and that only once when it was
caught in 1599 in the forests of the Duchy of
Lignitz.—It may be proper to mention, that
these birds have sometimes a crest formed
in drying, from the coutraction of certain
muscles of the skin which covers the head.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

-
L3
THAT ARE RELATED TO THE THROSTLE.

1.
THE GUIANA THRUSH#*

Tuk coloured figure conveys nearly all the
information which we possess with regard to
this little bird. Its tail is longer, and its wings
proportionably shorter than in the Throstle;
but its colours are mearly the same, only the
speckles are spread as far as the last of the infe-
rior coverts of the tail.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus GuiANENSis. T, viridi-fuscus, subtus flavescente-
albus ‘maculis longitudinalibus nigricantibus.— Latk. Ind.
Orn. 1. p. 328. No. 3. E

TurRDUS GUTANENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 809.

La GRIVE de la GUIANE—Buff. Pl Enl. 398, f. 1.—
Buff. par Soan. xlv. p. 287.

GuiaNA THRUSH.— Lath. Syn. iii. p. 20. 3.

HABITAT

in Guiana,—7 pollices longus, W.
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As the Tlrostle visits the countries of the
north, and is besides very fond of changing its
residence, it may have thence migrated into
North America, aud penetrated towards the
south, where it would experience the alterations

produced by the difference of climate and of
tood *.

* This bird feeds on fruits ! its ery, or whistle, is similar
te that of our Thrush ; it builds its nest of moss, on low
shrubs. It lays its eggs about the beginning of March, and
produces young in April : the eggs are oval, of a dirty white,
spotted with red. w.

i1, &
THE LITTLE THRUSH *.

This bird oceurs not only in Canada, but in
Pennsylvania, Carolina, and as far as Jamaica:

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Mrxor. T. fusco-rufescens, corpore subtus ma-
culis nigricantibus vario, gula abdomine erissoque albis.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 328. No. 5.

Turbus MINOR.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 809.

Torpus IL1Acus CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. 1i. p. 212. 4.

La GRriveTTE AMERIQUE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 289.

La Mauvrs de la CAROLINE.—PL Enl. 556. 2.

LrrrLe Tarusu.—Cates. Car. t. 31.—Edw. t. 206.— Aret.
Zool, ii. No. 201.— Lath. Syn. iii. p. 20, 5.

HABITAT

in America ; migratorius.—63 pollices longus. W.
=~YOL. IIT. X

s
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it spends only the summer in the ﬂgrthem pro-
vinces; though in the milder regions o'f th.c'
south it resides the whole year- In Carolina it

haunts the thickest woods co_ntiguous to t.hc
t in the hotter climate of Jamaica

swamps; bu
s forests that cover the moun-

it retires to the

tains.
The specimens described or figured by natu-

ralists differ in the colours of their feathers, of
their bill, and of their legs ; which would imply
(if they all belong to the same 5pecies.) that the
plumage of the American throstles is no less
variable than those of Europe, and that they all
spring from a common stem. This con‘jectl'u‘e
derives force from the numerous analogies
which this bird has to the Thrushes, in its
shape, in its port, in its propensity to migrate,
and to feed upon berries, in the yellow colour of
its internal parts, observed by Sloane, and in
the speckles which appear on its breast; but it
seems the most nearly related to our throstle
andured-wing, and a comparison of the points of
similarity is necessary to determine the species
to which it belongs. '

This bird is smaller than any of our Thrushes,
as in general are all the birds of America, if
compared with their archetypes in the old con-
tinent. Like thered-wing, it does not sing, and
has fewer speckles than that species, and there-
fore than any of the genus; like the red-wing,
also, its flesh is delicate.—So far the American
Thrush resembles the red-wing, but it has more
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mumerous relations to our throstle; and, in my-
opinion, more decisive ones. It has beards
round the bill, a sort of yellowish plate on the
breast ; it readily settles and remains in a coun-
try which affords it subsistence; its cry is like
the winter-notes of the throstle, and therefore
unpleasant, as generally are the cries of all birds
that live in wild countries inhabited by savages.
Besides, the throstle, and not the red-wing, is
found in Sweden, whence it could easily mi-
grate into America.

This throstle arrives in Pennsylvania in the
month of May; it continues there the whole of
the summer, during which time it hatches and
raises its young. Catesby tells us, that few of
these throstles are seen in Carolina, whether be-
cause a part only settle of what arrive, or that,
as we have already observed, they conceal them-
selves in the woods. They subsist on the ber-
ries of the holly, of the white-thorn, &c.

In the specimens described by Sloane, the
nostrils were wider, and the feet longer than in
those described by Catesby and Brisson. Nor
was their plumage the same; and if these dif-
ferences were constant, we should have reason
to conclude that they belong to another family,
or at least are a permanent variety of this
species.
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JHAL
THE REED THRUSH #1.

This bird has becn called the River Night-
ingale, because the male chaunts night and day
while the female is employed in hatching, and
because it haunts wet places. But though its
song has a greater extent, it is far from being so

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs ARUNDINACEUS. T. fusco-ferrugineus, subtus
albido-testacens, remigibus fuscis apice rufescentibus.—
ZLath. Ind. Ora. 3. p. $34. No. 28. :

“PURDUS ARUNDINACEUS.—Gmel. Syst, i, p. 834.—DBris. ii.
p.219.6.1.22.f 1.

Junce.—Raii Syn. p. 47. 2. p. 113. A. 7 T—Will. p. 99. 223,
t. 58,—Id, (Angl.) p. 143. 311.

LA ROUSSEROLLE.—Bugf. Pl. Enl. 518.—DBuff. par Sonn. xlv,
P. 296. pl. 89. 1. 1.

REED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 32, 28.—Id. Sup. p. 141.

HABITAT

in Europie arundinetis; Alauda major.—7 pollices longus.
WL

+ In Latin it has been called Junco, Cinclus, Turdus Paluse
tris (Marsh Thrush), Passer Aquaticus (Water Sparrow): in
Italian, Passere ' Acqua : in the language of the American
Indians, Aéototloguichitl, according to Nieremberg; Acotot-
loguichitl, according to Fernandez ; Caracura, according to
Laet.  The F;ench name Rousserolle is derived from rousse,
the feminine of rouz, which denotes its rufous plumage.

-
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pleasant as that of the nightingale. - It is com-
monlygaccompanied with a very brisk motion,
and a trembling of the whole body. The bird
climbs like the creepers along thereeds and the
low willows in search of insects, which consti-
tute its food.

The habit of this bird in frequenting the
marshes would seem to exclude it from the fi-
mily of the Thrushes ; but it resembles them so
much in its external form, that Klein, who saw
one almost alive, since it was Killed in his pre-
sence, doubts whether it could be referred to
another genus. He informs us, that these birds
inhabit the islands in the mouth of the V istula,
and make their nest on the ground along the
sides of the little hillocks covered with moss ¥
He suspects that they pass the winter in the
dense marshy forests {; and he adds, that the
upper part of their body is a rufous brown, the
‘lower of a dirty white, with some ash spots; the
bill black, the inside of the mouth orange, as in
the Thrushes, and the legs lead-coloured.

An intelligent observer has assured me that
he was acquainted in Brie with a small bird of
this kind, and vulgarly called Effarcatte, which
also prattles continually, and lodges among the
reeds like the ather. This recongiles the oppo-
site opinions of Klein and Brisson with regard

* It builds among the canes, says Belon, with small reed-
straw, and lays five or six eggs. ;

+ Belon at first supposed the Reed Thrush to be a bird of
passage, but afterwards discovered the contrary..
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to the size of the Reed Thrush: the former
maintaining that it is as large as a throgtle, the
latter that it does not exceed the lark. It flies
heavily, and flaps with its wings; the feathers
on its head are longer than the rest, and form an
indistinct crest.

Sonnerat brought from the Philippines a true
Reed Thrush, exactly similar to that of No.

518

* It is larger than a lark, being seven inches long. Its
eggs are yellowish-white, with dusky spots. -

Iv..
THE MISSEL THRUSH * -

The Missel weighs five ounces, and is distin-
guished by its maguitude from all the other
Thrushes; but itis far from being so large as a

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Viscivorus. T. supra griseo-fuscus, subtus albo-
flavicans maculis nigricantibus varius, rectricibus tribus
extimis albo terminatis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 326. No. 1.

TurDUS ViscIVORUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 806.—Raii Syn.
p-64. A. 1.—/Vl. p 137. t. 36. =

“TurpUs Major.— Bris. ii. p. 200. 1.

LA DRAINE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 489.—Buff. par Somn. xlv. p.
300. pl. 90. f. 2. =

Misser THRUSH.—Br. Zool. i. No. 105.— Arct. Zool. ii.

P 341. B.—Vill. (dngl) p. 187. t. 36.—Lath, Syn, iii,
P 16. 1.
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magpie, which Aristotle is made to assert*; an
érror probably of the copyist; or perhaps it at-
tains to a greater size in Greece than with us.

The Greeks and Romans considered the
Thrushes as birds of passagef, ot excepting
the Missel, with which they were pertectly ac-
quainted under the name of wiscivorous Thrush,
or feeder on misletoe-berries §. ‘

In Burgundy, the Missels arrive in flocks
about the months of September and October,
coming most probably from the mountains of
Lorraine|.  Part of them pursue their journey,

HABITAT

in Europe sylvis ; in Anglia per totum annum manens ; alibi
migratoria, : W.

+ In Greek, 1Zosegos, or Mugromardes: in Turkish, Gara-
fauk : in Italian, Tordo, Turdela, Gardenna, Dressa, Dy y
Guasotfo, Columbina: in German, Zeher, Zerner, iering,
Schnarre, Schnerrer : in Polish, Orozd, Naywicksky, Jemiok-,
cha, Cnapio : in Welsh it is called Pen y llwyn, which signi-
fies master of the coppice. 3

* Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 20. :

t Aristot. Hist. Anim. lib. viii. 16.—Pliny, lib, x. 24—
Varro De Re Rusﬁc@, lib. iii. 5.

§ Bird-lime (viscus) was formerly made from the berries of
the misletoe: hence the Latin proverb Turdus malum sibi
cacat ; that parasite plant being supposed to. be propagated
on the oak from the berries voided by the Missels. Bird-lime
is now obtained by macerating the inner bark of holly.

|| Dr. Lottinger of Sarbourg assures me, that SLl.Ch of the
Thrushes as remove from the mountains of Lorraine om the
approach of winter, depart in September and October, and
return in the months of March and April; and that they
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: and depai‘t always in numerous bodies i{x t]}e
beginning of winter, while the rest remain till
the month of March; for some of them always
continue during the summer both in Burgundy,
and in other provinces of France, of Germany,
of Poland *, &c. In Italy also, and in Eng-
land, so many nestle that Aldrovandus saw the
new brood sold in the markets; and Albin does
not regard the Missels as birds of passage f.
Those which remain lay and hatch successfully.
They build their nests, sometimes in trees of a
middling height, and sometimes on the top of
such as are extremely tall, but always prefer
those which are most covered with moss. They
construct both the inside and-outside with her-
bage, leaves, and moss, especially the white

breed in the forests with which the mountains are covered,
&c. This account agrees well with what we have given from
our own observation. But I must confess that another re-
mark of that gentleman disagrees with one of a very intelli-
gent ornithologist. The latter (M. Hebert) pretends that in
Brie the Thrushes assemble at go time of the year; whereas
M. Lottinger asserts thatin Lorraine they always fly in flocks,
and in fact they seem to arrive in troops about Montbard, as
I have remarked. Can their habits differ in different coun-
tries, or at different times? This is not altogether unexam-
pled; and I must add, from a more particular observation,
that after the November passage is over, those which remain
in our districts live separately till the time of hatching: in
short, that the assertions of these two observers may be true,
with certain restrictions.

* Rzaczynski.

+ The 'aulhors of the British Zoology are of the same opi-
nion. ;
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moss ; and their nest resembles more that of
the blackbird than of the other thrushes, except
its being lined with bedding. T hey lay four or
five grey-spotted eggs; they feed their young
with caterpillars, worms, slugs, and even snails,
the shell of which they break. The parents eat
all sorts of berries during the summer, cherries,
grapes, olives, the fruits of the cornel and the
service-trees ; and in winter they subsist upon
the berries of the juniper, of the holly, of the
vy, of the buck-thorn ; upon beech-mast, sloes,
fennel, and, above all, upon misletoe berries.
When disturbed they cry ré, ¢, tré; hence
their name in the dialect of Burgundy draine,
and even some of the English names. In the
spring the females have no other notes ; but the
males, sitting on the tops of the trees, sing
charmingly, and their warble consists of dif:
ferent airs that form a constantly varied suc-
cession. In winter they are no longer heard.
The male differs not in external appearance
from the female, except that he has more black
- in his plumage.

These birds are of a gentle pacific temper;
they never fight with one another, but yet are
anxious for their own safety *. They are more
cautious even than the blackbirds, which are
generally reckoned very shy and timorous ; for
these are sometimeés decoyed by the call, while

# "This assertion is contradicted by Levaillant, who says,
that there is not a2 more cross or quarrelsome bird than the

Missel Thrush. : . W.

.
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the Missels resist the allurement. They are,
however, caught sometimes in gins, though less
frequently than the throstles or red-wings.
Below asserts, that the flesh of the Missel,
which he calls the Great Thrush, is of a supe-
rior flavour to that of the other species; but
this is contrary to the account of all other natu-
ralists, and to my own experience. Our Mis-
sels live not indeed upon olives, nor our small
throstles upon misletoe-berries, as those of which
he speaks ; and it is well known how much the
difference of food affects the quality of game*,

# The Missel Thrush resembles much the threstle, but the
spots on its breast are large and round, not elongated as in
the latter; and the inner coverts of its wings are white, those
of the throstle yellow. It is also of superior size; for it is
eleven inches long, sixteen and a half broad, and weighs near
five ounces, It builds its nest in bushes, or in the sides of
#cees, particularly the ash.
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VARIETY or tae MISSEL THRUSH.

Tue only variety Ifind in this species is the
Whitish Missel noticed by Aldrovandus. The
_ quills of its tail and wings were of a light and

almost whitish colour, the head and all the ap-
per pait of the body cinereous.

We may remark in this variety the alteration
of the colour of the quills, of the wings, and of
the tail, which are commonly supposed to be the
least liabie to change, and as being of a deeper
dye than the other feathers. :

I may add that there are always some Missels -
which breed in the Royal Garden on the leaf-
less trees; they seem to be very fond of yew-
berries, and eat so plentifully of them that their
excrements are red; they are also attached to
the fruit of the lote.

- In Provence the people have a sort of call
with which they imitate the vernal song of the
Missel Thrush and of the throstle. The person
conceals himself in a green arbour, from which
_he can see through a loop-hole a pole, which
he has fastened to a neighbouring free; the
Thrushes are invited by the call, and expecting
to meet with their companions, alight on the
pole, and fall by the shot of the fowler.
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| THE FIELDFARE *--.

Taurs Thrush is'the largest after the missel;
and like it can hardly be decoyed by the eall,
but may be caught by a noose. It differs from

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. ;

Turpus Prraris. T. fusco-rufescens, subtus nigricante
varius, rectricibus nigris, extimis margine interiore apice
-albicantibus, capite uropygioque cano.—Latk. Ind. Ora. i.
p. 330, No. 11.

TurDUS PILARIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 807.—Raii S_/n p- 64.
A. 3.--TFill. p. 138. t. 37.—Byis. ii. p. 214. 5. .

La LrrorNE, ou ToUuRDELLE.—Buff. Pl Enl. 490.—Buf.
par Sonn, xlv. p. 511. pl. 90. f. 1.

FIELDEFARE, or FELDEFARE.—Br. Zool, i. Ne. 106.—
Aret. Zool. ii. p. 340. A.—Will. (Angl.) p. 188. t. 37.—
Lath. Syn. iii. p, 24. 11.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 102,

HABITAT -

in Europa ; autumno eum T, [liaco Angliam gregatim petens.

W.

+1In Greek, Teixas, which is also adopted in Latin: in
Italian, Vzvcal]a, Viscardo, (1 suspect these names to belong to
the Missel "hrush): in Spanish, Zorzol: in German, Kram-
met-Vogel, Ziemmer: in Swiss, Reckolter, Wecholter, Wack-
folder-drostel : in Polish, Drozd-Srzedni, Kwiczot : in Danish,
Dabbelt Kramsfugl: in Norwegian, Graae-Trost, Licld- Trost,
Norden Vinds Pibe: in Swedish, I&ramgfowl Snoskata.
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the other thrushes by the yellow colour of its
bill, the deeper brown of its legs, and the cine-
reous, sometimes variegated with black, which
spreads over its head, behind its neck, and upon
its rump. =

The male and female have the same cry, which
will equally attract the wild Fieldfares in the
season of migration *. But the female is dis-
tinguished from the male by the colour of her
bill, which is much duller. These birds, which
breed in Poland and Lower Austriat, never
nestle in France. They arrive in flocks with
the red-wing about the beginning of December,
and make a loud noise as they fly 1. They
haunt the unploughed fields which are inter-
spersed with juniper bushes, and when they
appear again in the spring §, they prefer the wet
meadows. . In general they inhabit the woods
much less than the two preceding species.
Sometimes they make an early but transient ap-
pearance when the services are ripe, of which
they are very fond, though they nevertheless
return at the usual time.

It is not an uncommon thing to see the

Fieldfares assemble to the number of two or
three thousand in a spot where there are ripe
services, which they devour with such voracity,

* Frisch. + Klein, and Kramer. . { Rzaczynski.
§ They arrive in England about the beginning of October,
and depart in the month of May.—British Zoology.
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that they throw half of them on the ground.
After rains they frequently run along the ditches
in search of worms and slugs. In the time of
hard frosts, they live upon the haws of the
white-thorn, the berries of the misletoe, and
those of other plants*.

We may infer then that the Fieldfares are of
a much more social disposition than the thros-
tles or the missels. They sometimes go single,
but for the most part they form, as I have al-
ready remarked, very numerous flocks, fly ina
body, and spread through the meadows in search
of food, never losing sight of their society.
They all collect together upon the same tree at
certain hours of the day, or when at any time
they are alarmed at the near approach of a
person.

Linn=zus mentions a Fieldfare, which was
bred in the house of a wine-merchant, and be-
came so familiar that it would run along the ta-
ble and drink the wine out of the glasses; it
drank so much that it grew bald, but being shut
up in its cage and denied wine, it recovered its
plumage . This little anecdote presents two
remarkable facts; the effect of wine upon the
feathers of a bird, and the instance of a tame
Fieldfare, which is very uncommon; for the
Thrushes cannot be, as I have before said, easily
domesticated. :

* Lottinger. 1 Fauna Suecica, p. 71.
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The Fieldfares are the more numerous in pro-
portion to the severity of the weather; they
seem to be even a sign of itscontinuance, for
the fowlers and those who live in the country

_judge that the winter is not over as long as the
Fieldfares are heard. They retire in summer
into the northern countries, where they breed
and find abundance of junipers. Frisch Jascribes
to this sort of food the excellent quality he dis-
covered m their flesh.” I own that there is no
disputing about tastes, but I must say that in

~Burgundy this Thrush is reckoned very indif-
ferent eating, and that in general the flavour
communicated by juniper is always somewhat
bitter. Others assert that the flesh of the
Fieldfares is mnever better or more succulent
than when it feeds on worms and insects.

The Fieldfare was known by the ancients
under the name of Turdus Pilaris ; not because
it has been always canght witl a noose, as
Salerne says, a quality which would not have
distinguished it from the other Thrushes, but
because the hairs or black bristles round its bill,
which project forwards, are longer in this spe-
cies than in the throstle or the missel. We may
add, that its claws are very strong, as remarked
in the British Zoology. Frisch relates, that if
the young of the missel be put in a Fieldfare's
nest, it will feed and educate them as its own ;
but I would not thence infer, as Frisch has done,
that we might expect to cbtain an hybridous
race : for no person surely looks for a new breed
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between the hen and the drake, though. the hen
often rears whole hatches of ducklings *.

# The Fieldfare is ten inches long, seventeen broad, and
weighs four ounces.. They never breed in Great Britain, but
arrive in flocks with the red-wings in the end of September,
and retire in the beginning of March: but what is singular,
they appear for a fortnight about Michaelmas, and again for
about a week in April. Linnzus and Latham think that the
Fieldfares were the thrushes which the Romans fattened i
their voleries.
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Tre PIED or SPOTTED FIELDFARE. It
is variegated with white, black, and ma:ny other
colours, sodxstrlbuted that (except the head and
the neck, which are white spotted with black,
and the tail, which is entirely black) the dusky
hues, Interspersed with white spots, prevail on
the upper part of the body; and, on the con-
trary, the light colours, especially the white, are
spread over the lower part marked with black

- speckles, most of which are shaped like small
crescents. This Fieldfare is of the ordinary
size.

We ought to refer to this the Waite-headed
Fieldfare of Brisson. Ithas no black speckles,
and as its white is. what alone distinguishes it
from the common Fieldfare, we may consider it

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Pinaris. T. nigro maculatus, capite collo
subtusque albo, gula pectoreque rufis, dorso fusco,
uropygio cinereo,—ZLatk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 330. No. 11.
Var. 3. : 5

Turpus Pruaris Nevius.—Bris, ii. p. 218. B.

VARIETE' de la LITorRNE.— Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 517.

P1ED FIELDFARE —ADb, ii. t. 36.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 2‘5v A.
VOL. I11. : ¢
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25 intermediate between that and the Spotted
Fieldfare. It is even matural to suppose that
the change of plumage would begin at the head,
since the colour of that part varies in different
indiyiduals.
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WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE FIELDFARE

i =
THE CAYENNE FIELDFARE *.

1 rerER this Thrush to the Fieldfare, because
it appears to be more closely related to that
species than to any other, by the colour of the
uppet part of its body and of its legs. It differs
in many respects from the whole genus: its
breast and the under part of its body are not so
distinctly dappled ; its plumage is more exten-
sively variegated, though in a different manner,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Tuapus CAYANus. T. cinereus, subtus albus pennis me-
dio nigricantibus, gula nigricante, alis nigris, tectricibus
majoribus ferrugineo-marginatis. —Lath. Ind. Orn.i.p. 332.
No. 19. .

TuEDUs CAYENNENSsIs,—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 816.

LA LiTorNE de CAYENNE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 322.

LA GrIVE de CAYENNE.—P/, Enl. 515.

CAYENNE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iil. p. 29, 19.

HABITAT

i Cayana,—8 pollices longus. W.
¥ 2
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almost all the feathers of the upper and under

side of the body being edged with a lighter co-

lour, which marks nicely their shape; and

lastly, the lower mandible is scalloped near the

point;—and these diffevences are sufficient to

constitute it a distinct species, till we are better
' aequainted with its habits and dispositions.

—————

1L
THE CANADA FIELDFARE«

Fieldfare is the name which Catesby applies
to the Thrush described and figured in his Na-

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Torpus MigRATORIUS. T. griscus, abdomine rufo, pal-
pebris albis, rectrice extima apice interiore alba,—Lat/.
Ind. Ora. i. p. 330. No. 12.

TurpUs MIGRATORIUS —Gimel. Syst. i. p. 811.—Kalum.
It. iii. p. 46.—1d. T'rax. ii. p. 90.

TurpUs CANADENSIS,—Bris. il. p. 225. 9.

LA LitorNE de CANADA.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 327,

LA Grive du CANADA.—PL Enl. 556. 1. >

FieLDFARE of CAROLINA. — Cut. Car. i. t. 29:—Phil:
Trans. Ixiv. p. 399. G

RED-BREASTED TuRrRUSH— Arct, Zool, 1. No. 196.—Latk.
Syn. iii. p. 26.

HABITAT

in America septentrionali.—9 pollices longus. W
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tural History of Carolina; and I adopt it the
more readily, since that species spends at least
a part of the year in Sweden, and could thence
migrate into the New World, and produce other
varieties. In the Canada Fieldfare the orbits
are white, there is a spot of the same colour be- *
tween the eye and the bill, the upper part of the
body is brown, the under orange before, and
variegated behind with dirty white and rusty
brown, shaded with a greenish tinge; there are
also some speckles under its throat, whose
ground colour is white. In winter it advances
in numerous flocks from the northern parts of
America to Virginia and Carolina, and returns
in the spring. It resembles our Fieldfare in this
circumstance, but it sings better*, Catesby
says that it has a sharp note like the guy-
thrush or missel. He also tells us that one of
these Canada Fieldfares having discovered the
first privet that was planted in Virginia, took
so'great a liking to the fruit, that it remained
all the summer. Catesby was informed that
these birds breed in Maryland, where they re-
main the whole year .

* We must remember that the song of a bird cannot be
known unless it be heard in the season of love, and that the
Fieldfare never breeds in our climates.

1 The Red-breasted Thrushes seem to traverse the whole
extent of North America. In Hudson’s Bay they appear in
pairs about the beginning of May: at Moose Fort they nestle,
and hateh in’ fourteen days; at Severn Settlement, four de-
grees farther north, they require twenty-six. In the State of
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New-York they arrive in February, lay their eggs in May,
and retire sonthwards in October. They live upon worms,
insects, the seeds of the sassafras shrub, and various sorts of
berries. Their nest is composed of roots, moss, &c. The
male is assiduous in aiding his mate during incubation. She
l;vs four or fiye eggs, of a fine sea-green. :

111,
THE RED-WING *4-

This small Thrush is the most useful of them
all, since it is the best to eat, especially in Bur-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turnus [Lracus. T. griseo-fuscus, subtus albidus maculis
fuscis, alis subtus ferrugineis, superciliis albicantibas.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 329, No. 7.

Turpus ILracus,—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 808.—Raii Syn. p. €4.
A. 4—Will. p. 139.—-an. ii, p. 208, 3. . 20. £ 1.
Klein, As. p. 66. 3.

LE MauvIs—Buf. Pl Enl. 51.-—31{#' par Sonn. xlv. p. 330,
pl. 91. fig. 2.

RED-WING, SWINEPIPE, or WIND TurRUSH.—Br. Zool.
No. 108.—drct. Zool. ii..p. 342. D. —Lath. Sya. iii. p. 22. %
ﬂm. Btrds, T; P 106,

HABITAT

ia Europa,—8 pollices longus,  ~ w.

T .In Ita]iar_a, Malviz;o, Tordo-sacello, Cion, Cipper: in
- Spanish, Malvis: jn Ge;mgn, Wen-drostel (Wine Throstle),
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gundy, where its flesh is delicious *. Besides,
it is oftener caught in the noose than any other,
and is therefore the most valuable species both
for its quantity and its quality . It generally
appears the second, that is, after the throstle °
and before the fieldfare; and it arrives in large
bodies in November, and departs before Christ-
mas. It breeds in the woods near Dantzic f,
but seldom or never settles in our provinces, or
in Lorraine, where it arrives in April, and re- |
tires about the end of the same month, and ap-
pears not again till autumn ; though that coun-
try affords abundance of proper food in its vast
forests. It halts there a certain time at least,
and does not, as Frisch asserts, remove merely
into some parts of Germany§. Its common

Roth-drostel (Red Throstle), Heide-drostel (Heath Throstle),
Pfief-drostel (Pipe Throstle), Bekemle, Bohemerlin, Bokemerle -
in Swiss, Berg-Trostel, Wintzel, Girerle, Gizerle : in Polish,
Drozd-mnieyssy : in Swedish, Klera, Kladra, Tall-Trast.

_* Linneus asserts the contrary, Syst. Nat. p. 169. This

difference between one country and another depends proba-
bly on that of the quality ef the food, or perhaps on that of
tastes.
' + Frisch and the fowlers assert, that it is not easily taken
with nooses, when they are made of white or of black hairs :
in Burgundy they are made of these two sorts twisted to-
gether.

1 Klein. :

§ The Red-wing also nestles in some parts of Holland,
covered by the elder and the service-tree, and feeds upon
their fruits. This bird is said to lay two or three times in a
year, in Holland; in April, May, and June. It lays six eggs
of a greenish colour, spotted with black, The male attends



398 ¥OREIGN BIRDS

food is berries and small worms, which it finds
by scraping the ground. It is distinguished
from the other Thrushes, by its feathers being
more glossy and shining, its bill and eyes are
of deeper black than. the  throstie, whose
size it approaches, and by its” having fewer
speckles on the breast. . It is also remarkable
for the orange colour under its wing, a cir-
cumstance which has occasioned its beng
called in several languages, Red-winged Thrush,

Its ordinary cry is tan, tun, kan, kan; and
when it perceives a fox, its natural enemy, it
leads him off to a great distance; as do also
the blackbirds, repeating always the same notes.
Most naturalists remark thatit never sings; but
this assertion needs to be qualified, and we can
only say that it is seldom heard to sing in coun-
teries where it does not appear in the season of
love, as in France, England, &c. An excel-
lent observer, M. Hebert, has informed me,
that he has witnessed its chanting in the spring
in Brie; twelve or fitteen of them sat on a tree
and warbled like linnets. Another observer, who
lives in the south of Provence, tells me, that
the Red- wing only whistles, which it does
incessantly; we may infer, therefore, that it
does not breed in that country.

Aristotle mentions it by the name of Ilian
Thrush, as being the smallest and the least

the female with food, while she sits, and both swallow the
excrements of their young while they remain in the nest,
(See Nozemap Nederl, Vogel. 7. p. 21.) ] W,
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spotted of the Thrushes*. This epithet seems
to imply that it was brought into Greece from
the coasts of Asia, where once stood Ilhum, the
city of Troy. :

I have traced an analogy between this species
and the fieldfare. They are both foreign, and
only visit our climate twice a yeart; they as-
semble in numerous flocks at certain hours to
chirp together; they are similarly marked with
speckles on the breast. But the Red-wing is
also related to the throstle; its flesh is not in-
ferior in quality, the under surface of its wing
is yellow, but more lively indeed, and of an
orange tinge; it often occurs single in the
woods, and visits the vineyards, like the thros-
tle, with which Lottinger has observed it often
to fly in company, especially in the spring,
From the whole it appears that this species is
furnished with the means of subsisting of the
other two, and that in many respects it may
be regarded as forming the shade ‘between the
throstle and the fieldfare {.

* Aristotle, Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 20.

1 In Natural History, as in many other subjects, general
observations always admit of exceptions. Though for the
magt part the Red-wing does not spend the winter in our

_ climates, T am assured by M. Hebert, that he killed, one
year in a hard frost, several dozens on a white-thorn which
was still loaded with its berrics.

+ It is smaller than the field-fare, and nearly nine inches
long. It breeds in the north of Europe, in hedges and
bushes, and lays six eggs of a blueish-green, spotted wi:th
black, S AL
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WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE THRUSHES AND
BLACKBIRDS.

L

'THE BARBARY THRUSH*{.

It resembles the Thrushes in its general shape,
in its bill, and the streaks on its breast dis-
ersed regularly upon a white ground; in short,
by all the exterior characters, except its legs

* CHARACGTER SPECIFICUS,

TurDUs BArBARIcUS. 'T. virescens, pectore albo migri-
cante maculato, uropygio caudaque apice luteis,—LatZ.
Ind. Orn. i. p. 329. No. 9,

TURDUS BARBARICUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 808.

LA GRIVE BASSETERRE de BARBARIE.—Buf. par Sonn,
xlv. p. 337. :

GREEN THRUSH.—Shaw's Tr, p. 253. ¢

BARBARY THRUSH.—Lath, Syn. iil. p. 23. 9,

HABITAT 3
iﬂ Bal‘bi_ll’ia- W,

+ Termed Bassette, an account of its short legs, .



FOREIGN BIRDS RELATED TO THRUSHES, &c. 831

and its wings. Its legs are not only shorter,
but stronger ; in which it is opposite to the
hoamy, and seems 'to resemble somewhat our
missel, which has its legs shorter in propor-
tion than the other three species. With regard
to the plumage, it is extremely beautiful: the
prevailing colour on the upper part of the
body, including the head and the tail, is a
~1igh't brilliant green, and the Tump is t{nged
with a fine yellow, as also the extremity of the
coverts of the tail and of the wings, of which
the quills are of a less vivid colour. But this
enumeration of the colours, were it even more
complete, will by no means give a just idea of
the -effect which they produce in the bird
itself ; a pencil, and not words, can exhibit
its beauty. Dr. Shaw, who saw this Thrush in
its native country, compares its plumage to
that of the richest birds of America; he adds,
that it is not very common, and appears only
in the season when the figs are ripe. This
would show that these fruits direct its mi-
gration, and in this single fact I perceive two
analogies between this bird and the Thrushes;
both birds of passage, and both excessively fond
of figs.



832 FOREIGN BIRDS

1.
THE RED-LEGGED THRUSH ¥,

All the uppel part of the body of this bird,
its head and mneck, are of a deep ash, colour,

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PLuMBEUS. T. ater, axillis luteis, cauda cuneata.
(Mas.)—Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 334. No. 29. :

Turpus PLUMBEUS.— Gmel. Syst. i. p. 814.

Turovs THivrus.—Molin. Chil, p. 221.—Id. (ed Gall.)
p. 280.

HABITAT

in Chili, frequentissimus, numerosissimus ; ripas fluviorum
frequentat.

Magnitudo sequentis . cujus mas est—Corpus totum
nigrum, macula sub alis lutea excepta : coudu euneiformis,

B. T. ceerulescens, gula atro punctata, canda cuneata, rectri-
cibus quatuor, exterioribus apice albis, (Femina. )

TurpUS PLUMBEUS,—Lin. Syst. 1. p. 294. 12,

MERULA AMERICANA CINEREA.—Bris. ii. p. 288. 40.

LA GrivE CENDRE'E d' A\'IFRIQUF —Buff. P{, Enl 560.1.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 840.

RED-LEGGED THRUSH.—drct. Zool. ii, No. 200.—0{1(5&.
Car, i. t. 30.—Lath. Syn, iii. p. 33. 29. '

HABITAT

in America ; magnitudine iliaci,—10 pellices longus. W.
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which extends over the small coverts of the
wings, and, passing under the body, rises on
the one hand as far as the throat, without suf:
fering'any change ; and, on the other, descends
to the lower belly, shading however gradually
into white, which is also the colour of the co-
verts under the tail. The throat too is white,
but dappled with black ; the quills and the
great coverts of the wings are blackish, and
edged externally with cinereous; The twelve
quills of the tail are tapered and blackish, like
those of the wing, but the three outer ones on
each side are terminated by a white spot, which
is the larger, the nearer it is to the margin.
The iris, the orbits, the bill, and the legs, are
- 1ed; the space between the eye and the bill
black, and the palate tinged with a vivid
orange.

The total length is about ten inches: its alar
extent near fourteen, its tail four, its leg
eighteen lines, its bill twelve, its weight two
ounces and a half; lastly, its wings when
closed do not reach the middle of the tail.

This bird is subject to variety ; for in the
one observed by Catesby, the bill and throat
were black. May we not ascribe this difference
of colours to sex? Catesby only says that the
male is a third smaller than the female; he
adds, that these birds feed on the berries of the
tree which produces gum elemi. :

It is found in Caroling, and, according to

’
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Brisson, it is ifél'y common in the islands of
Andros and Ilathera *.

* Sonnini thinks it is not an inhabitant of these islands,
and says that he never met with the bird in any of the
islands of the Archipelago: W

= =

1308,

THE SMALL THRUSH of the
Phillippines *.

We owe this to Sonnerat. The fore-part of
its neck and breast are dappled with white upon
a rufous ground; the rest of the lower part of
the body is dirty white, bordering on yellow,
and the upper part of the body is of ‘a deep
brown, with an olive tinge.

r s
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbus PHrnippENsis. T.'olivaceo-fuscus, collo pectore-
que rufis albo-maculatis, abdomine flavescente-albo.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 338. No. 39..

TuRrRDUS PHILIPPENSIS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 814.

La PeETiTE GRivE des PHILIPPINES.—Buff, par- Sonn-
xlv. p. 345. -

PHILIPPINE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii, p. 38.

HABITAT .

in insulis Philippinis. w. :
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The size of this bird is inferior to that of the
red-wing; we cannot ascertain its alar extent,
since the wmg-quﬁx!ls in the specimen which we
have observed are incomplete.

1V.

THE HOAMY of China *

Brisson is the first who has described this
bird, or rather the female of it. This female is
somewhat smaller than a red - wing, which
it resembles as well as the throstle, and still
more the Canada Thrush, its legs being pro-
‘portionably longer than in the other Thrushes ;
they are yellomsh, as is the bill; the upper
part of the body is of a brown, boxdermv upon

¥

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs SINENsis. T. rufescens, capite fusco striato,
superciliis albis, rectricibus fuscis, strigis obscurioribus,
pedibus flavis.—Lat#. Ind. Orn. i. p. 837. No. 85.

TuRDUS SINENsIs.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 829 —Briss. ii. p. 221.
7 t.28. 1. 1.

L'Hoamy de la CHINE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 346.

CuINESE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 36. 33.—1d. Sup. .
p. 141.

HABITAT

in China, .India.—-Bi pollices longus. W. =

¥
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rufous, the under of a light and uniform rufous;
the head and meck are striped longitudinally
with brown} the tail is also of the same co-
lour, only barred transvelsely

Such is nearly the description of the ex-
ternal appearance of this bird ; but we are not
informed with regard to its instincts and
habits. If it be really a Thrush, as it is said,
its breast is like that of the Red Thrush, not
dappled.

V.

THE LITTLE THRUSH of St.
Domingo *.

This Thrush is, in point of smallness, like
the American Thrush ; its head is ornamented

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus AurocapiLLus. T. olivaceus subtus * albus,
‘vertice aureo, supereciliis nigris, pectore nigro maculato.—

. Latk. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 328, No. 6

MOTACILLA AUROCAPILLA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 982.

FIcEDULA PENNSILVANICA AUROCAPXLLA —Brzé i, -
p- 504. 57. t. 28, f. 2. i

LA GRIVELETTE de St. DOMmGUE.;—Buﬂ' Pl Enl. 398.
1. 2—Buff. par Sonn. xly. p. 38,5 -

GOLDEN-CROWNED THRUSH.—Aret. Zool. ii. No. 203—
Edv. t. 252.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. "1 6.

HABITAT

in Pennsylvania.—5§ pollices longus. e



RELATED TO THE THRUSHES, &cC. 337

with a sort of crown or cap of bright orange, -
verging upon red. :

The specimen figured by Edwards, Pl 259,
differs from ours in not being dappled under the
belly. It was caught in November, 1751, at
sea, eight or ten leagues off the island of St.
Domingo; which led Edwards to suppose that
it was one of those birds of passage which every
year leave the continent of North America on
the approach of winter, and depart from the
Cape of Florida in quest of milder seasons.
This conjecture was verified. Bartram in-
formed Edwards, that these birds arrived in
Pennsylvania in the month of April, and re-
mained there during the whole summer. He
added, that the female built its nest on the
ground, or rather in heaps of dry leaves, where
it formed a sort of excavation; that it lined it
with grass, and always chose the slope of a hill
facing the south, and that it laid four or five-
eggs spotted with brown. Such differencesin
the colour of the eggs, in that of the plumage,
and in the mode of nestling, seem to point at &
nature distinct from that of our European
Thrushes *. : I

* There are more of these birds in St. Domingo in the
-winter than the spring: They live in the thick and solitary
woods, near rivulets.-' They are almost always alone, and-
more than twe are never scen together. They do not ap-
pear to lay their eggs in 8t. Domingo; but nestle in the
province of New-York. ! W,

VOL. III, i Z
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VI

THE LITTLE CRESTED OUZEL of .
: ; China®. i

I place this bird between the Thrushes and
the Ouzels, or Blackbirds, because it has the
port and the ground colours of the Thrushes,
but: without the dapples, which we may con-
sider in general as the distinctive character of
that genus. The feathers on thie crown of the
head are longer than the rest, and the bird can
erect them into a crest. It hag a rose-colour
mark behind the eyes another more consider-
able of the same colour, but not so bright, un-

* GHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Lanius Jocosus, Lanius cauda cuneiformi, capite cristate,
corpore griseo, palpebra inferiore perpurea, ano sanguineo, :
—_Lath, Ind, Orn, 1. p.73. No. 22.

LAN1US Jocosus.—Gmel. Syst. i, p 310.

MEeruns SINENSIS CRISTATA MINOR.—Bris. il p. 255,
92t 2L 2% :

Le Perrt MerLE Huppe'E des INDES.—Sonn. Voy- d,
ii. p, 189. t. p- 108. i

de Ia CHiNE.—Buff. Pi. Eal.
508.— Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p- 83%,

Jocose SHRIKE~—Dison's Voy. t. p. 360,—Lath. Sys. i
p. 175. 26, bt

HABITAT

in China.—'7} pollices longus. = w.
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der the tail; and its legs are of a reddish bro
Tts size is nearly that of the lark, and its \vi:g
which when displayed extend ten inches,
scarcely reach, when closed, to the middle of
the tail. The tail consists of twelve tapered
quills. Brown more or less deep s the pre-
vailing colour of the upper part of the body,
including the wings, the crest, and the head,
but the four lateral quills on either side of the
tail are tipt with white. The under part of the-
body is of this last colour, with some tints of
brown over the breast. T must not forget two
blackish streaks, which, rising from the cor-
ners of the bill, and extending over a white
ground, make a kind of mustachio, which has
a remarkable effect.
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THE MOCKING BIRDS *,

Every remarkable bird has always many
names, but if it be at the same time a native of
a foreign climate, this embarrassing multitude,
disgraceful to Natural History, is increased by

 the confusion of species. Such is the case with
the American Mocking Birds. It is easy to
pereeive that Brisson’s Mockmo' Bird, and the :
Cinereous Blackbird of St. Domingo, PL E)tlx’:t”
No. 558, both belong to the same species, the
only difference being that the former has some-
what less of the grey colour in the under side
of the body than the latter. It will also ap-
pear, from comparlson, that Brisson’s Black-
bird of St. Domingo is likewise the same, dis-
tinguished only by some lighter or deeper tints
on its plumage and its tail-quills, which are
hardly at all tapered. In like manner we shall
find that the 7zonpan of Fernandez is either the
female of the Cencontlatolli, that is, of the
Mocking Bird, as Fernandez himself suspects,
or at least a permanent variety of that species T,

* Les Mogueurs.—Buf.

+ Historia Aviam Novae Hispani®, cap. xx.—Nieremberg
calls it Tzanpan, Hist. Nat lib. x; ecap. 77.: and Edwards,
Tzaupan,
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It is true that its plumage is less uniform, be-
ing mixed above with white, black, and brown,
and below with white, black, and cinereous ;

but the fundamental colour is the same, as also
its size, its general shape, its song, and climate.,
We may say the same of the Tet zonpan and
Centzonpantli of Fernandez*: for in the short
mention which that author has made of it, fea-
tures of analogy are to be met with in size, in
colour, and in song, and no instance of dis-
parity occurs. Besides, the resemblance be-
tween the names Tzonpan, Tetzonpan, Centzon-
pam‘l:, seems to show that they mark a single
species, and that the diversity has arisen from

= ‘the mistake of the transcriber, or the difference

* of the Mexican dialects. — Lastly, we can
scarcely hesitate to admit among the species the
bird, called by Brisson, the G;eat Mcking
Bird, and which he says is the same with
Sloane’s Mocking Bird, though, aceording to
the dimensions given by Sloane, this is the
smallest of the kind; but Sloane regards it as
the Cencontlatolli of Fernandez, which Brisson
makes his ordinary Mocking Bird. But Bris-
son has himself, without perceiving it, admit-
ted the position which I hold ; for-he quotes
two passages from Ray, which applied to the
same bird, and refers one to his great, and the
other to his small species. The only diﬂ'erefxce
between the two is, that the great Mocking

* Cap. cxv.
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Bird has a somewhat browner plumage, and
longer legs *; and its describers have taken no
notice of its tapered tail.

After this reduction, there remains only two
species of Mocking Birds, wis. The French
Mocking Bird and the Ordinrry Mocking Bird.

I shall treat of them in the order I have
‘named them, as itis nearly that of their relation

to the thrushes.

* The expression of Sloane is somewhat ambiguous; he
says that its legs and feet are an inch and three quarters long.
Does he mean the leg with the tarsus, or the tarsus with
the toes? Brisson understood it to signify the tarsus alone.
(This last is certainly the usual meaningof the leg of a bird
in English, and accordingly we have’ translated the Frenck
peed by leg. Tr.)



( 843 )

THE FRENCH MOCKING BIRD®

No~E of the American Mocking Birds re-
sembles so much our thrushes in the speckles
on the breast, as this; but it differs widely
from them in the proportions between the tail
and wings, these ending, when closed, almost
where the tail begins. The tail is more than
four inches long, which exceeds the third of
the whole length of the bird, that being only
eleven inches. Its sizeis intermediate between
that of the missel and the fieldfare. Its eyes
are yellow, its bill blackish, its legs brown,
and all the upper part of the body of a fox~co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turous Rurus. T. ferrugineus, subtus'dilutior maculatus,
remigibus unicoloeribus, cauda rotundata, rectricibus rufis.
~—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 338. No. 44.

Tunpus Rurus—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 812,

- CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 223. 8.

LE [Mogurur FrANgo1s.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 645.—Buff. par
Sona. xlv. p. 359. pl. 92. fig. 1. 2

Fox-coLourED TurUsH—Cat. Car. i. t. 28.—drct, Zook
No. 195.

FERRUGINOUS THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 39. 41,

¥ HABITAT

in America.—11 pollices longus. W.
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Tour, but with a mixture of brown. These two
colours also predominate on the wing-quilis,
though separately; the rufous on the outer
webs, the brown on the inner. The great and
middle coverts of the wings are tipped with
white, which forms two streaks that cross the

~ wings obliquely.

The under side of the bedy is dirty white
spotted with a dusky brown, but thesespotsare
more straggling than in our thrushes:  the tail-"
is tapered, somewhat drooping, and entirely "

‘rufous. The song of the French Mocking

Bird has some variety, but not comparable to
that of the proper Mocking Bird.

It feeds commonly on a kind of black cher-
ries, which are very different from those of
Europe, since they hang in clusters. It re-
mains all the yearin Carolina and Virginia, and
consequently is not, at least in those provinces,
a bird of passage :—another analogous circum- -
stance to our thrushes*. : -

® It inhabits North America; appears in New-York in
May, and retires southwards in August. It builds in low

bu§hes, and. lays five eggs, thick spotted with ferruginous.
Itis much infefior in the variety of its nofes to the true
Mocking Bird.
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THE MOCKING BIRD *

WE have here a striking exception to the
_ .geheral remark made by travellers, that in pro-
~portion as the plumage of the birds in_the
* New World are rich, elegant, and splendid,- §0
their notes are harsh, raucous, and monotonous.
The Mocking Bird is, on the contrary, if we
believe Fernandez, Nieremberg, and the native
Americans, the sweetest chorister of the fea-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbus PoLyGLoTTUs. T. obscure cinereus, subtus
pallido-cinereus, remigibus primoribus exteriore dimidio
- albis,—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 839. No. 45,

~TURDUS POLYGLOTTUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 812.

. ——— AmERICANUs MiNoR CANORUs.—Rait Syn. p. 64.
5.—Id. p. 185. 31.—Sloun. Jam. ii. p- 306. 34.t. 256.1. 8.
—(Mas.) : y

Miraus Major.—Bris, ii. p. 266. 29. >

LE MoQUEUR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 362. pl. 92. fig, 2.

Mock-B1eD.—Cat. Car. i. t. 27.—Kalm. It. ii. p. 335.—
Id. Voy. i. p, 217.—ii. p. 90. t. 3.

Mimric THRUSH.—4rez, Zool. ii. No. 194.—Lath. Syn. ik,
p- 40. 42,

HABITAT

i Virginia, Carolina, Yamaica. 7 =W



346 THE MOCKING,BIRD.

thered race, not excepting the nightingale. It
equals that charming bird in the melody of its
song; but it possesses besides the power of
imitating the cries of other animals: hence is
derived its mame. Nor is it satisfied with
~_ barely re-echoing the sounds. It gives them
| softness and grace. Accordingly the savages
have bestowed upon it the appellation of cen-
contlatolli ; + that is, four hundred languages;
and the learned have employed the epithet
~ polyglot. ' But the Mocking Bird ‘mingles action
with its isong, and its measured movements
accompahy and express the succession of its
emotions. Its prelude is to rise slowly with
expanded wings, and soon sink back to the
same spot, its head hanging downwards. Its
action now corresponds with the varied nhature
of its music. If the notes are brisk and lively,
it describes in the air a number of circles cross-
ing each other; or it ascends and descends
continually in a spiral line. If they are loud
and rapid, it with equal briskness flaps its
wings. Is its song unequal? it flutters, it
bounds. Do its tones soften by degrees, melt
jto tender strains, and die away in a pause
more charming than the sweetest melody-? it
gently diminishes its action, glides smoothly
above its tree, till the wavings of its wings
begin to be imperceptible, at last cease, and
the bird remains suspended and motionless in
the air.
The plumage of this American nightingale
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- by 1o means corresponds w1th t'he beauty ot
its song; the colours are very ordmaly, and
have neither bulhdncy nor variety.  The upper
side of the body is a greyish brown; the
upper side of the wings and of the tail are still
of a deeper brown; only it is interrupted, J.on -
the wings by a white mark which .crosses it (
obliquely near the middle of its length, and AL
sometimes a few small white speckles are scat--
tered on the forepart; 2. on the ta 11 by an
edging of the same white colour; and lastly,
on the head with a circle of the say l1e which
forms a sort of crown ¥, and, extendigg-Gver ‘the: .
eyes, appears like two distinct eyeslids. The * -
under side of the body 15 white from the throat e
.as far as the end of the tail. We pelcelve m .
the ‘figure given by Edwards a few dapples,
some on’ the sides of the neck, and others on
the white of the great coverts under the wings.
‘The Mocking Bird approaches the red-wing
in size; its tail is somewhat tapéred {, and its
feet are blackish ; its bill is of the same colour,
and with long bristles that grow above. the
angles of its opening lastly its wings are
shorter than those of our thiushes, but longel

 than those of the French. Mock g
1t is found in Carolina, Jamaica, New Spaln, ,
&c. - It in genera.l loves the hot climates, but
~ can subsist in the temperate.  In Jamaica it is:

—
i
bt

» Fernandez. -
1 This appears not in Sloane s ﬁgure
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very common in the savannas of the woody
parts of the island ; it perches on the highest
branches, and chants its song. It often builds
its nest on the ebony trees. Its eggs are spot-
ted with brown. It feeds on cherries and the
berries of the white-thorn and cornel-tree *, and
K even on insects. Its flesh is esteemed excellent..
/ It is not easily raised in a cage; but this may
be accomplished by care and kind treatment.
It is besides a familiar bird, which seems to be
fond of ‘mau, approaches his dwellings, and
even perdhea on the'chimney tops.
“In-the’ subject which Sloane dxssected the
stomach was a little muscular, the liver whmsh
~ and the intestines were folded in a vast number

of circumvolutions f.

* The Dogwood, Cornus Florida, Linn.

+ In the northern provinces of America, as New-York,
they appear only during the summer. In the warmer parts
of the continent they sing incessantly, by night and day,
from March to August. They often breed in ‘fruit-trees,
/but are shy during the time of incubation. They lay five or
six eggs, which are blue, thickly spotted with rufous.

There is a smaller kind of Mocking Bird, which has ob-
tained the following appellations from naturalists :
Turdus Orpheus.—Linn and Gmel.
Mimus.— Briss.
Avis Polyglotta—Will.
The Lesser Mocking Bird.—Edw.
: The Mocking T'hrush.—Lath,
Its specific character:—<Its back is dusky, its breast
and its lateral tail-quills are whitish, its eye-brows white.”
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THE BLACKBIRD* 1.

TuE adult male of this species is of a deeper
and purer black than the Raven, and hence its
English name. Indeed, except the orbits, the
talons, and the sole of the foot, which have
always a yellow cast, it is entirely black in
every position. In the female, on the contrary,

A}

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MervrA, T. ater, rostro palpebris pedibusque
fulvis.—Latk. Ind. Orn, i. p. 340. No. 50.
Turpus MERULA.—Gmel, Syst, i. p. 831.—Raii Syn.
p- 65, A, 1—Will. p. 140. t. 87.——Bris. ii. p. 227. 10.
MERLE.—Buff. Pi. Enl 2. (mas, )—555 (femina).—Buff.
par Sonn. xlvi, p. 5. pl. 93. f. 1.

BLACKBIRD—Br. Zool. No. 109. t. 47.—Arct. Zool. ii. p.
345. 1—Wiall. (Angl.) p. 190.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 48. 46,
1d. Sup. p. 141.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 98.

HABITAT

in Eurppa ; rarius in Asia; in Anglia frequens. W::‘;

+ In Greek, /Ksa-avoa;_ or Kerlugeg, als- Ko Loy i
Latin name Merila is derived by Varro o from Mera (ma’t,
alone, solitary ), which denotes the retired disposition of the
bird : in Italian, BMerfo ; in Spanish, Mierla: in Portuguese,
Melroa : in German, Scl!wurlze Amsel (Blac,k Ouzel): in
Flemish, Merlaer Meerel: in Swedxsb Kohl-trost : in Danish,

aod Norweglan, Solsort,
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the same decided black is not spread through
the whole of the plumage; it is mixed with dif-
ferent shades of brown, ferruginous, and grey,
the bill is but seldom yellow, and the song is
different from that of the male ;—all these cir-
cumstances combined have make it be mistaken
for a bird of another species. :

The Blackbirds are distinguished from the
thrushes not only by the colour of their plum-
age, and the different livery of the male and of
the female, but by their song and their natural

‘habits. They never fly in flocks like the
thrushes, and though they are more savage with
regard to each other, they are less so with
regard to man ; for they are more easily tamed,

_and live nearer the hamlets. They are also

reckoned very crafty, becanse they have a quick
sight to descry the fowler at a distance, and
shun his approach. But if we study their na-
ture more closely, we shall find that they are
more restless than cunning, more timorous than
suspicious, since ‘they allow themselves to be
caught with -bird-limne, with nooses, and with -
all sorts of snares, provided the hand which sets -
t;gese be concealed. : '
~'When they are shutup with other birds, their
mgural i&&gjﬂude de generateh’".;fo\ petulance ;
they putiue an?my harass—their com-
panions in slavery; and for that reason they
cannot be admitted into voleries, where severak
kinds of small birds are kept. !

They may be raised apart for the sake of theix
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song; not indeed on account of their natural
music, which is hardly tolerable except in the
fields, but because they have a facility of im-
proving their notes and of learning others, of
imitating tones of different instruments®, and
even the human voice .

As the Blackbirds, like the thrushes, early,
engage in love, they soon begin to warble; and
as they have more than one hatch, they chant
before the vernal warmth, and continue their
strain when the other songsters of the grove
droop in silence. This circumstance has led
some to fancy that they never suffer any change
of plumage ; but such a supposition is neither
true nor probablet. They are found in the
woods, towards the end of ‘the summer, in
moult, some having their head entirely bald:
Olina and the author of the British Zoology
say, that, like the other birds, it is silent during
that time; the latter adds, that sometimes it
renews its song in the beginning of winter, but-
most commonly- it has in that season only a
harsh discordant cry. ;

The ancients pretended that in -winter its
plumage changed into rufous§; and Olina, one
of the moderns the best acquainted with the

* Olina.—Uccelliera, p- 29.

+ Olina.—Ttid.  Philostrat.—Vita Apolloni, . lib. Vil
Gesner.—De Avibus, p. 606.

1 “ The blackbirds, thrushes, and stares, lose not their
feathers "—PLINY, lib. 5. 24 : %
. § Ibid, lib, x. 29. .

i :
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birds which he describes, says, that this happens
in autumn; whether it be because this alteration
of colour is the effect of moulting, or that the
females and the young Blackbirds, which really
incline to rufous rather than to black, are then
more numerous and oftener seen than the adult
males. :

These birds make their first hatch in the end
of winter; it consists of five or six eggs of a
blueish green, with frequent and indistinet
spots of a rust colour. This first hatch seldom
prospers, - because  of the severity of the
weather; the second succeeds better, though it
is only of four or five eggs. - The Blackbirds’
nest is constructed necarly like that of the
thrushes, éxcept that it is lined with a matting.
It is commonly placed in bushes or trees of a
moderate height. They would seem naturally .
disposed to place it near the ground; and ex-
perience alone of the danger of such a situation
instructs them to give it some elevation®. A
nest was brought to me only once, which had
been found in the trunk of a hollow pear-tree.

Moss, which always occurs on the trunk, and
mud, which is to be found at the foot of the
tree, or in its neighbourhood, are the materials
that form the body of the nest. Stalks of

* T have diligently examined a nest found near the
ground in a place overgrown with thorns.”—GEesNEr. A
blackbird observing that a cat ate its first two hatches inits _

nest at the bottom of a hedge, made a third on an apple-tree,
eight feet high.—SALcrNE,

S
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grass and small roots are the softer substances
-with which they line it; and they labour with
such assiduity than in eight days they com-
plete the work. The female hatches alone, and
the male is no farther concerned than in provid-
ing her subsistence. The author of the Treatise
on the Nightingale affirms, that he has seen 2-
young Blackbird of the same year, but already
strong, cheerfully engage in rearing the infant
brood of its own species; but he does not in-
form us of its sex. =
I have remarked that the young drop their
feathers more than once the first year; and
* that, at ea,c'h time, the plumage of the male
becomes blacker, and the bill yellower, begin-
ning atits base. With regard to the females, they
retain, as I have said, the colours of infancy, as
they also retain most of its qualities. However,
the inside of their mouth and throat is yellow,
like the males ; and in both may be perceived a
frequent motion of the tail upwards and down-
wards, with a slight shudder of the wings, ac-
companied by a feeble broken cry.
These birds do not leave the country in win-
ter* 1, but clhoose situations the best sheltered,

4 Many people assert that they leave Corsica about the
15th of February, and return mot 1ill October ; but M. Artier,
royal professor of philosophy at Bastia, doubts the fael,
because in that island they can always enjoy the proper
temperature ; in cold weather in the plains, and in the sultry
seasons in the mountsins. He adds, that there is always
abundance of food, hemi's of all kinds, gsapes, and par-

VOL. IIL Ad
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settling commonly in the thickest woods, ‘espe-
cially when these are supplied with perennial
‘springs, and consist of evergreens, such as
pines, firs, laarels, cypresses, myrtles, juni-
‘pers, which both afford them subsistence and
protect them from the rigour of ' the ‘season.
They sometimes seek for cover and food in our
gardens. !

The wild Blackbirds feed on all sorts of ber-
ies, fruits, and insects; and as no country'is
so sterile as not to afford some of these, and as

“the Blackbird is reconciled to all climates, it is

found in almost every part of the orld, but va-
rying according to the impressions which it
Teceives.

Those which are kept in the cage eat flesh

-also, either dressed or minced, bread, &c.; but.

it is said that the kernels of pomegranates prove
poisonous to ‘them as to' the thrushes. They
are very fond of bathing, and they must have
plenty of water in the voleries. Their flesh
is good, and not inferior to that of the Missel

ticularly olives, which in Corsica are not entirely gathered
till the end of April, Lottinger believes that the males pass

‘the winter in Lorraine, but that the females remove to a little

distance in severe weather. =
+ Levaillant asserts, that Blackbirds do not migrate, and

. that they never quit their own districts (sce Qiseaus d'Afrigue,

No. 101.); hut this is not true, except in part. It is the
females only, as Mr. Lottinger observes, thaut migrate. These

*females (says Sonnini) arrive in the Archipe'lago and on the
-coast of Egypt at the commencement of winter in great
- quantities, and are then very fat and delicate. AW
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or the fieldfare, and seems even to be preferred
to that of the throstle and of the red-wing, in
countries where it can acquire a succulence
from the olives, and a perfume from the myrtle-
berries. The birds of prey are as fond of feast-
ing on them as man, and commit an equal
havoc: without that their multiplication would
be excessive. Olina fixes their period of life
at seven or eight years.

I dissected a female, which was taken on its
eggs about the 15th of May, and which weigh-
ed two ounces and two gros. In the ovarium
-was a cluster consisting of a great number of
unequal sized eggs; the largest two lines in
diameter, and of an orange colour; the smallest
were of a lighter colour, and of a substance
less opaque, and about one-third of a line in
diameter. Its bill was quite yellow, also the
tongue and the whole inside of the month, the
intestinal tube seventeen or eighfeen inches
long, the gizzard very muscular, and preceded
by a bag formed by the dilatation of the @sopha-
gus ; the gall bladder oblong, and the:cacum
wa.nﬁmg
# It builds earlier than any other bir(rl ; its nest is formed

with moss, withered grass, leaves, &e. lined wnh clay, over
which is spread some hay.
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_VARIETIES OF THE BLACKBIED.

THOSE THAT ARE WHITE OR SPOTTED WITH
WHITE. :

Tae plumage of the Blackbird is subject, like
that of the raven, the crow, the jackdaw, and
other. birds, to great changes, fiom the in-
fluence of the climate, or from theaction of less
obvwious causes. In fact, white seems to be "
most animals what it is in many plants, the co-
lout into which all the others, and -even the
black, degenerate by a quick transition, and
without passing through the intermediate
shades. :

The only varieties of this sort which appear
to belong to the common Blackbird, are, 1. the
white one, which was sent to Aldrovandus at
Rome; and, 2. the white-headed one of the
same author. Both these have the yellow hill
and feet of the ordinary species.
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THE RING OUZEL*+{. |

'"Trrs species is marked above the breast with a »
horse-shoe, which, in the male, is of a very bright
white, but in the female is of a digty tawny

_calour ; and, as the rest of the female’s plumage
is rufous brown, the horse-shoe appears much
Iess dlStll’lCt and is sometimes entirely obscur-

- * CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.
Turous TorguaTus. T. nigricans, torque albo, rostro
vescente.— Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 343. No. 56. ‘

. TurDUS TORQUATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p.832. -
MgruLa ToRQUATA—Bris. ii.- p. 235. 12—Raii Syn.
h 65, A: 2.—Will, p. 143. t. 37,

LE MERLE 2 PLASTRON BLANC.—Buf. Pl Lnl. 516. (mas,)
—182. ( Jumor Awvis.)—Buff. par Sonn. xlyi. p. 28.

RING O0ZEL, 0r AMSEL.—Br, Zool. No, 110. t. 46.—Arct.
Zool. ii. p. 344. H.—Will. (Angl.) p. 194.—Lath. Syn. iii.
p. 46. 49.—Id. Sup. p. 141,—Bew. Birds, i. p. 96.

HABITAT

n Europa ; in alplbu& frequens, quoqnv. in montibus Anglis
seplenmonahbus. Ww.

‘I' In Italian, Merula Alpestro (ct Crag Blackblrd)
German, Ring-Amsel, Rotz-Amsel (Snotty or Filthy Ouze],
because it feeds sometimes on the maggots found in horse-
dung): Wald-Amsel (Wood Ouzel): Stein-Amsel, Berg-dmsel-
(Mountain Quzel): Schnee-Amsel (Snow Ouzel),
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ed *. Hence some nomenclators have imagined
that the female belonged to a particular species,
which they termed the Mountain Blackbird.
The Ring Ouzel much resembles the common
blackbird ;. the ground colour of their plumage
is black, the corners and the inside of their bill
yellow ; they are nearly of the same size and
the same port: but the former is distinguished
by the ho.rse-shoe, by the white enamel of its
‘plumage, chiefly on the ‘breast, * belly, and
wings 1 by its bill, which is 'shorter and not
so yellow ; by the shape of the middle quills of
the wings, which are square at the end witha
small projecting point in the centre, formed by
the extremity of the shaft; lastly, by its cry{,
which is different, as also its habits and dispo-
sitions. It is a real bird of passage, though its
route canmot be precisely traced. It follows
the chain of the mountains, but does not keep
in any ceitain track§. It seldom appears in
the neighbourhood of Montbard, exceptin the
beginning of October, when it arrives in small
bodies of twelve or fifteen, and never in larger

* Willughby.

+ Willoghby san at. Rome one of these birds, which had
its horseshoe grey, and &Ml its feathers edged with the same
~eolour e judged i: was a young bird, or a female.

-1 This cry in gutemn & crr, crr, crr: but a person of vera- -
city assured Gesner, fhat he heard this Ouzel sing in the
spring, and very agreeabl -

§ It does mot appear esery year in Silesia, according to

Schwenckfeld : this is also the case in certain cantons of
Burgundy.
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numbers. These seem to be a few families that
have straggled from the great body ; they sel-
dom stay more than two or three weeks, and
on the slightest frost entirely disappear. But
I must own that Klein informs us that these.
birds . were brought to him alive in winter.
They repass about April or May, at least in
Burgundy, Brie*, and even in Silesia and in®
Frisia, according to Gesner. ;
It is uncommon for the Ring Ouzels to in-
habit the plains in the temperate part of
Europe ; yet Salerne affirms that their nests
have been found in Sologne and in the forest of
Orleans; that these nests were not constructed
like those of the ordinary blackbird ; that they
contained five eggs of the same size and colour
(a circumstance different from what happens in
the blackbirds); that these birds breed in the
ground at the foot of bushes, and hence
probably they are called Bush Birds or Terrier
Blackbirds §. Certain it is that in some seasons
of the year they are very frequent on the lofty
mountains of Sweden, of Scotland, of Au-
vergne, of Savoy, of Switzerland, of Greece,
&c. It is even probable that they are spread in

© % M. Hebert assures me, that in Brie, where he has fowled
_ much at all seasons, he killed a great number of these Ouzels
in the months of April and May, and that he never chanced
to meet with any in the month of October. In Burgund?',
on the contrary, they seem less rare in autumn than in
spring.

+ DMerles Terriers, ou Bonissonniers.
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“Asia, and in Africaas far as the Azores; fot
* this species, so social, s0 fond of. dwelling in
mountaing, and having its plumage marked
with white, corresponds well to what Tavernier
says of the flocks of blackbirds which pass
from time to time on the frontiers of Media and
Armenia, and rid the country of grasshoppers.
"It also agrees with the account which Adanson
ives of those blackbirds spotted with white,
which he saw on the summits of the mountains
in theisland of Fayal, keeping in flocks among
the arbutus shrubs, on the fruit of which they
fed, chattering continually *.

Those which ramble in Europe subsist like-
wise on berries. Willughby found in their
stomach vestiges of insects, and berries resem-~
bling gooseberries; but they prefer those of
ivy and grapes. It isin the season of vintage
that they are generally so fat, and their flesh so
savoury and succulent. o

Some fowlers say that the Ring Ouszels at-
tract the thrushes; they remark too that they
allow themselves to be more easily approached

 than the common blackbirds, though they are
‘more difficult to decoy into snares. :

I found, on dissection, that their gall-bladder
15 oblong, very small, and consequently quite
different from what Willughby describes it to
be; but the situation and form of the soft parts,
itis well known, are very subject to vary in

t Voyage au Senegal.
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animals. The ventricle was muscular, its inner
 coat wrinkled as usual, and inadhesive. In
this membrane I saw fragments of juniper ber-
ries, and nothing else. The intestinal canal,
measured between its two extreme orifices, was
about twenty inches; the ventricle or gizzard
was placed between the fourth and fifth of its
length. Lastly, I perceived some traces of
cacum, of which one appeared to be double *.

* It is larger than the blackbird, being eleven inches long
and seventgen broad. It inhabits the mountainous parts of
this island In small bodies of five or six.

The Merula Saxatilis, or the Ruck Ouzel, is reckoned by
Latham the young of the Ring Ouzel, from which it differs,
zhiefly by theL dulness of its colowrs.
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VARIETIES OF THE RING OUZEL.
L

¢THOSE WHICH ARE WHITE, OR SPOTTED WITH
WHITE.

AnjstorrE was acquainted with White
Ouzels, and made them a distinct species,
though they have the same song and the same
bulk with the common OQuzel or Blackbird ; but
he knew that their instincts were different,
since they preferred the mountains * : and these
are the only distinctive characters which Belon
admitst. They are found mnot only in the
mountains of Arcadia, of Savoy, and of Au-
vergne, but also in those of Silesia, and among
the Alps and Appennines, &c. { They are also.
birds of passage, and migrate with the Ring
Ouzel at the same season. The white colour of
the horse-shoe in the Ring Ouzel may extend
over the rest. of the plumage. 1 should there-
fore conceive that these, though usually referred
to the blackbirds, belong really to. the Ring
Ouzels. In the white one which I observed, the

¢ « They are frequent about Cyllene in Arcadia, and
breed no where else.”—Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 19.

+ He says expressly that the White Ouzel never descends
into the plains. ; :

1 Willughby.
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quills of the wings and tail were whiter than any
of the rest, and the upper part of the body, except
the top of the head, was of a lighter grey than
the under. The bill was brown, with a little.
vellow on the edges ; there was also yellow un-
der the throat and on"the breast, and the legs:
were of a deep grey-brown. It was caught in
the vicinity of Montbard in the- beginning  of
November before the frost; that is, at the ex-
act time of the passage of the Ring Ouzel; for
a few days before, two of that species were
brought to me. .

In those which are spotted, the white is com-
bined variously with the black : sometimes it is
confined to the quills of the wings and tail,
which are commonly supposed to be least sub-
" ject to change of colour*; sometimes it forms
a collar that encircles the neck, but is not so
broad as the white horse-shoe of the Ring Ouzel.
This variety did not escape Belon, who says; that
he saw in Greece, in Savoy, and in the valley of
Maurienne, a great number of collared black-
birds, so called on account of a white line which
bent quite round the neck. TLottinger, who
had an opportunity of observing these “birds in
the mountains of Lorraine, where they some-
times breed, informs me, that they commence
breeding very early; that they construct and
place their nest nearly like the thrush ; that the
education of their young is completed before the

# Aldrovandus.
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end of June; that they retire every year, but
that the time of their departure is not fixed;
that this usually begins about the end of July,
and lasts the whole of August, during which
time not one is seen in the plain, a proof that
they follow the chain of the mountains, but-
their retreat is uncertain.. Lottinger adds, that
’this bird, which formerly was very common in
the V osges, is now seldom found there.

I

THE GREAT MOUNTAIN OUZEL.

It is spotted with white, has no horse-shoe,
and is larger than the missel. It arrives in
Lorraine about the end of autumn, and is then
excessively fat. The bird-catchers seldom suc-
ceed with it ; it feeds upon snails, and is dex-
terous in breaking the shells. When these fail,
it subsists on ivy-berries. It is excellent eat-
ing; its strains, far inferior to those of the
blackbird, are harsh and dismal *.

. * I am indebted for these facts to Dr. Lottinger.
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'THE ROSE-COLOURED OUZEL*+:

Azrx the ornithologists, who have taken no-
tice of this bird, mention it as very rare, as fo-
~reign, and little known ; that it is seen only in
its passage, and the countryto which it belongs
is uncertain. Linnzus tells us, indeed, that it
inhabits Lapland and Switzerland ; but he says
nothing with regard to its instinets and mode
of life. Aldrovandus, who first described this

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbus Roseus. T. subinearnatus, capite aliis caudaque

nigris, occipite cristato.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i, p.344. No..’)B
" Turnus Roseus.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 819. :

TurDUS SELEUCIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 887.

Merura RosgA.—Raiz Syn. p. 67. 9-—”11[ P 143.—
Bras, ii. p. 250. 20.

LE MzrLE CoLEUR de Rose—Buff. Pl Enl 2521 ‘—qu
par Sonn.xlvi. p. 41. pl. 94, £. 2. — g

Rose-coLourED THRUSH, or OszL.——.‘Br. Zool. Ay
No. b. t. 5.—4rct, Zool. ii. p. 344.
(Angl.) P 194.—Lath. Syn.)h P ?O—- d. Suy.p 142,.

HABITAT
in Europa, Asia ; rayius in Anglia, . W,

+ In Spanish, Tordes: in German, Haarkopfige-Drossek
(Hair-headed Thrush). Al
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bird, only remarks that it appears sometimes in
the plains near Bologna, where it is known by
the bird-catchers under the name of Sea Sture,
(Storno Marino) ; that it sits on the dung-hills,
grows very fat, and is excellent eating. Two
l)uds of this kind were found in England, and
Edwards supposes that they were driven thither
by the violence of the wind. We have observed
~ several in Burgundy, which had been caught in
their passage, and it is probable that they pur-
sue their excursions as far as Spaim, it what
Klein says be true, that they have a name in
the Spanish language.

The plumage of the male is remarkable, its
head and neck, and the quills of its wings and
of its tail are black, awith brilliant 1eﬂect10ns
which play -between green and purple. The
belly, the back, the rump, and the small coverts
.of the wings, are of arose colour, which has two
tints, the one light, the other deep, with a few
black spots scattered here and there on a kind
of scapulary, which descends above as far as
‘the tail, and below to the abdomen. Besides,
its head is ornamented with a sort of crest
which reclines like that of the chatterer, and
which must have a fine effect when the bird.
ereets it.

‘The lower belly,  the inferior coverts of the
tail and the thighs, are of a brown ¢olour; the
tarsus and the toes of a dirty orange; t.he bill
partly black, and partly flesh-coloured. But the
distribution of these colours seems not fixed in

{



‘TME ROSE-COLOURED OUZEL. 367

that part ; for in the subjects which we have ob-
served, and in those of Aldrovandus, the base of °
the bill was blackish, and all the rest of a flesh
colour ; whereas in those examined by Edwards,
the point of the bill exhibited the black, which
changed by degrees into a dirty orange on the
base of the bill and on the legs. The under side
of the tail seemed marbled, the effect produceci
by the colour of its lower coverts, which are
blackish and tipt with white. i

In the female the head is black like that of
the male, but not the neck, nor the quills of the
tail and of the wings, which are of a lighter
tinge; the colours of the scapulary are also less
vivid.

This bird is rather smaller than the common
blackbird; its bill, wings, legs, and toes, are
proportionally longer. ~Insize, figure, and even
instinct, it is much more analogous to the ring
ouzel, for it likewise migrates. However, we
must own, that one of these Rose-coloured Ouz-
els, which was killed in England, kept com-
pany with yellow-billed blackbirds. Itslength,

_from the point of the bill to the end of the tail,
is seven inches and three-quarters, and to the
extremity of the nails seven and a half; its alar
extent thirteen or fourteen, and its wings, when
closed, reached almost to the middle of the
tail

st { &ery rarely appears in England.- It annually resorts
in great flocks about the river Don, where it breeds ameng
the rocks. The Turdus Seleucis of Gmelin is really the same
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species, which in Syria obtains the name of locust bird. 1t
visits Aleppo in the months of July and August in pursuit of
the swarms"of locusts ; and hence the Turks regard it as
somewhat sacred. Tt is always found ir the northern parts
of Siberia, Pallas met with it on the mountainons banks of
‘the Irtish. g W
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THE ROCK BLACKBIRD * .

Tuae name indicates sufficiently the hiunts;
of this bird: it inhabits precipices and moun-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Torpus INravustus. T. nigricante fusco rufescenteque
varius, capite cinereo, rufescente maculato, rectricibus la-
teralibus rufis=Lath. Iud. Oru. i. p. 385. No. 32.

TurDUs SAxATILIS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 833. 114,

LANIUS INFAUSTUS.—Gomel, Syst. i. p. 310, 25. :

MERULA SAXATILIS.—Raii Syn. p. 68. 8.—WV:ll. p. 145.
t, 36.—Bris. ii. p. 288. 13.

LE MERLE DE RocHE.—Buyf. iii. p. 851, (major.)

GREATER REDSTART.—Iill. (Angl.) p. 197, £. 36.

Rocx CRow.—4rct. Zool. ii. p.252. Fs =

. Rock SHRIKE.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 176, s
TurUsH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 54. 5‘7_,'

HABITAT

in Europa austmhore, Italia.

Turpus SAxaTaLis. T, capite ccemleo, canda fermgl
—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 386. No. 33. : =
Lanius INFAusTUS MINOR.—Gimel. Sy:t. i p.310.25, B,
MERULA SAXATILIS MINOR.—Byiss. il. p. 240. 14.
Le MeRrLE DE RocHE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 562.—Buf. p
Sonn, x1vi. p. 47, pl. 94. £, 2. ;
STEIN-ROTHEL.—Wirsing. Vog. t. 16 =—Gunth. Nest. u. Ey,
t. 75.
LEssEr Rock SHRIKE.—Lath. Syn. i, p. 177. 27. A.
VoL I 8b
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tains; it is found in the wildest parts of Bugey ;
it sits commonly on the large stones, and con-
stantly without cover; so that it is difficult to
get near it with a fowling-piece, for as sqon as
it perceives the person it removes to another
_ place. Its shyness seems to be less owing to
" native wildness, than to its apprehensions of
‘man, and its experience of his artifices. Nor
s it so much exposed as many other birds to
danger from that quarter. The loss of liberty
alone is what it has to dread; for though ex-
cellent eating, it is more prized on account of
. its song, which 1s soft, varied, and much like
that of the pettychaps. It soon acquires the
notes of other birds, and even learns our music.
It begins by day-break, and welcomes the return
of the morning ; and it renews its strain with
the setting sun. If during the night we go
near its cage with a light, it immediately sings;
and in the day-time, if it is not warbling, it
seems humming and preparing new airs.

These birds congeal their nests with the ut-
most care, and build them in the holes of the
rocks, and in the bottom of the most inaccessi-
ble caverns. It is with the greatest difficulty
and hazard that wg can scramble to these, which

HABITAT

in Helvetiw, Austriz, Borussiz montibus, etiam in Camiola,
w.

+ In Italian, Codirosso Maggiore, Corossolo, Crosserone: in
German Stein-Roetele, Steiz-Trostel, Stein-Reitling. J
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they defend with courage, dartlng at the eyes of
their plunderers. %

Each hatch contains three or four eggs. They
feed ‘their young with worms and insects, on
which they live themselves. They can subsist
however on other food, and when they are
raised in a cage, it succeeds well to give them .
the same paste as the nightingales. But they
must be taken from the nest; for after they
have flown, they cannot be entxced into any
kind of snare; and if they be caught by sur-
prise, they will never survive their hber‘cy

The Rock Blackbirds are found in many
parts of Germany, in the Alps, in the moun-

-~ tains of Tyrol, in those of Bugey, &c.+ I re-
ceived a female of this species caught on its
eggs the 12th of May ; it had built its nest on a
rock in the newhbourhood of Montbard, where
these birds are very rare and,quite unknown,
its colours were not so bright as those of the
male. . This last is rather smaller than the com-
mon blackbird, and entirely different in its pro-
portions. Its®wings are very long, such as
would suit a bird that nestles in the hottom of
caverns; they measure thirteen or fourteen
inches when expanded, and if closed they

* Frisch.

+ They also inliabit the Pyrennees, Switzerland, Austria,
Prussia, &c. It is a bird of passage—arriving in the north-
ern countries in May, and quitting them for more congenial
climates in September. Sonnini says he has seen them in
jslands of the Archipelago. W,

' = Bb2
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reach almost to the end of the tail, which is only
three inches in length. The bill is about an
inch. ; . >

~ With regard to the plumage, the head and
neck are covered as it were with a cinereous
cowl, variegated with small rusty spots. The
back is darker near the neck, and lighter near
the tail. The. ten lateral quills of the tail are
ferruginous, and the intermediate brown. The
wing-quills and their coverts are of a dusky co-
lour, and edged witlf a lighter tinge. Lastly,
the breast, and all the lower part of the body,
orange, variegated with small speckles, some
white, others brown; the bill and legs are
blackish.
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THE BLUE OUZEL*+.

Tms bird has the same gxound colour with -
the rock blackbird; that is, a cinereois blue,
without any mixture of orange; the same size,
the same proportions nearly, the same taste for
certain kinds of food, the same song, the same
habit of settling on the summits of mountains,
and, of building its nest in the most craggy

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Torpus CYANUS.  T. pennis margine cinereo-ceeruleis, ore
palpebrisque luteis.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 345. No. 60.

TurDUs CYANUS.—~Gmel. Syst i p. 834.

MEB.UL C@RULEA.—Bris. ii. p. 282. 87.

LE Mg —Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 312,
E] TATRE—PL. Enl. 250, ( femina.)

ni'ﬁze. Ttaliw, et Crete rupibus.—8 pollices longus: W.
’ i e
+ In Italian, Merlo Biavo : in Geerman, Blau-Vogel, Blau--
Stein-dmsel, Klein-Blau-Zimmer (Little Blue Zimmer),
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rocks, In short, we miglt be inclined to refer

it to the same species. Accordingly, many na-

turalists have ‘mistaken the one for the other.

. The colours of its plumage vary somewhat in-

the descriptions, and it is probably subject to.
real variations, arising from the difference of
the individuals, that of age; of sex, of climate,

° &c. The male which Edwards has deline-

ated, PL 18, was not of aun uniform  blue
thioughout; the tinge of the upper part of the
body was deeper than that of the lower; the
quill's- Of its tail blackish, those of its Wings
brown, -and also the great coverts, which are

‘edged with white ; its &yes surrounded by a

yellow circle, the inside of its mouth-orange, its

bill'and legs of a brown verging on black.
" There would seem to be more uniformity in ﬂ)e

plumage of the female. = : ]

~ Belon, who saw some of these birds at Ra-
gusa in Dalmatia, tells us, ‘that they are also
found in the dslands of Negropont, Cand?a,

~ Zante; Corfu, &.c,, that they are very much
¢, sought for on account of their seng; but he

: adds, that they do not inhabit France or Ttaly.
 However, the arm of the sea which separates
. Dalmatia from Ttaly is no insurmountable bar-
" rier, especially to these birds, which, according

- to Belon himself, fly much better than the com-

" mon blackbird, and which could at léast make

the circdit aiid penetrate’into Italy by the State
of Venice.: Besides, it is a.fact that these
Onzels are found in Italy; the one described
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by Brisson, and that figured in our Pl .
No. 250, were both sent from that country.
Edwards had learnt from current report that
they mnestled on inaccessible rocks, or old de-
serted towers*, and he saw some which were
killed near Gibraltar; from which he infers,
with great probability, that they are spread
through the whole of the south of Europe.®
Bat this must be understood of the mountainous
tracts, for it is rare to find them in the plains.
They commonly lay four or five eggs, and their
flesh, especially when they are young, is rec-
koned good eating 1.

* M. Lottinger tells me of a lead-coloured ouzel which
passes into the mountains of Lorraine in the months of Sep-
tember and October, which is then much fatter and better:
tasted than our common blackbirds, but resembles neither
the male nor the female of that species. As no description

accompanied this note, 1 cannot decide whether it refers tc -
the Blue Quzel.

+ Belon.
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- THE SOLITARY OUZEL*f.

Turs also is an inhabitant of the mountains,
and famous for its elegant strains. ' It 1s well

¥ GHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus SoLiTarivus, T. fuscus albido punctatus, genis
“eollo pectore alisque ceruleo adumbratis, rectricibus ni-
gricantibus.—Lath. Ind.Orn. i. p. 345, No. 61.

TuRDUS SOLITARIUS.—Gmel, Syst. 1. p. 834.

PASSER SOLITARIUS.—Raii Syn. p. 66. 4—HWall. p. 140.

MERULA SOLITARIA.—Bris. ii. p. 268. 30.

.LE MERLE SOLITAIRE.—Buff. par Sonn. Xivi. p. 59.

TurDUS SoLITARIUS.—Hassely. Act. Ups. 1750. p. 21.—
1d. Voy. (ed. Angl.) p. 26. i

SoLrrARY THRUSH.—Lath. Syn, iii, p. 62~—TVill. (Angl.)
p. 191. t. 36. 37.

HABITAT

in Europa; Gallia, Italia.—8-9 .poi]ices longus. W

+ It is probably the Koowogus Baios, or the Little Black- -
bird, of Aristotle, which resembled the blackbird, enly its
plumage was brown, its bill not yellow, and it lodged among
rocks or on roofs. In modern Greek, Megrz: in Italian,
Passera Solitaria ; and also Merulo Solitario, Sazatili, Sterco-
ros0, Merlo Chiappa (Buttock Blackbird): in Turlkish, Kaja-
bulbul, which signifies Rock Nightingale ; the Swedish Sten-
Nacktergahl has the same meaning : in Polish, I#7robel Qsobny.
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known that: Francis I. king of France, took
- singular pleasure in listening to it; and even at
- present the male of this species is tamed and
sold at a very high price at Geneva and Milan ¥,
and still dearer at Smyrna and -Constantinople 3
The native warble of the Solitary OQuzel is ex-
tremely liquid and tender, but rather plaintive,
as must be the song of every bird which leads a’
lonely existence. It remains always single, ex-
cept in the season of love. At that joyous pe-
riod, the male and female not only associate
together, but desert in company the wild and
dreary heights where they had lived separately,
and resort to the milder abodes of man. They
seem to seek spectators of their pleasures, and
come forward in those intoxicating moments,
when other animals court the silence of retreat.
But/ they lodge at a considerable height above
the surface, and thus in the midst of population
they shun the dangers to which they would be
exposed. They build their nest with stalks of
grass and feathers in the top of a separate chim-
ney, or on the ruins of an old castle, or on the
summit of a large tree, and almost always near
a steeple or lofty tower. The male sits whole
hours or days upon the vane or weathercock,
and soothes the tedious situation of his mate hy
a continual warble; but pathetic as are his

: .
* Olina, Gesner, Willughby. g

+ It is sometimes sold in these cities for fifty or a hundred
piastres.—HASSELQUIST.
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strains, they are still insufficient to express the
warmth and tenderness of his emotions. A
solitary bird feels more delicately and ardently
than others. Sometimes he rises chanting, flap-
ping his wings, displaying the feathers of his
tail, bristling those on his head, and panting
with delight, he describes many circles in the
* zir round his beloved mate as the centre..

If the female be scared by any uncommon
noise, or by the sight of any new object, she re+
tires into her fort, but soon returns to the nest,
which she never abandons. 9

As soon as the young are hatched, the male
ceases to sing, but not to love ; he gives another
proof of his affection by sharing in the trouble
of rearing the brood, and brsiuging provisions
in his bill. In animals the ardour of love is
ever.proportioned to the tenderness for the off-
spring.

They commonly lay five or six eggs: they
feed their young with insects, on which, and on
grapes, they subsist themselves™*. They arrive
in April in those countries wher® they pass the
summer, and depart about the end of August;
they return every year to the same spot where
they first fixed their abode. It is uncommon
to sec more than two' pairs settled in the same
tractf.

: |
# Willughby, Belon, &e.
- There is every year a pair of them in the belfry of Sainte-
Reine, a small town in my neighbourhood, sitnated on the
declivity of a hill of moderate height,
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The young, when they arc taken out of the
nest, are capable of instruction, and they learn
to chant o1 to prattle. They begin to sing at-
midnight, on'the approach of the light of a can-
dle.” -When well-treated they can live in a cage
eight or ten years. They are found on the
‘mountains in France and Italy *, in almost all
the islands of the Archipelago, especially in’
Zira and Nia, where it is said they nestle among '
the heaps of stones f, and in the island of Cor-
sica, where they are ot considered as'birds of
passage £.  But in Burgundy, those which ar-
rive in the spring, and lodge on the chimney
tops, and in ruined churches, were neyver known
to spend the winter in that province. The So-
litary Ouzel may not migrate in Corsica, and
yet flit from one part to another, according to
the change of seasons, as it does in France,

The singular habits of this bird, -and the
charms of its song, have inspired in the people
a sort of veneration for it. I know some places
where it is looked upon as lucky, where they
would hardly suffer its nest to be disturbed,
and dread its death as a public misfortire.

The Solitary Ouzel is rather smaller than the
commoun blackbird, but its bill is stronger, and
more hooked near the point, and the legs are
shorter in proportion. Its plumage is brown of
different shades, and speckled throughout with,

® Belon. . + Hasselquist. 5

1 Artier, Professor of Natural History at Bastia.
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white, except on the rump, and on t:he feathets
of the wings and tail. Also, its neck, throat,
breast, and the coverts of the wings, are in the
male of a blue tinge, with purple reflections, en-
tirely wanting in the female, which is of an
uniform brown, with yellowish speckles. In
both, theiris is of an orange yellow, t:he opening
“of the nostrils wide, the edges of the bill scal-
loped near the tip, -as'in almost all the black-
birds and thrushes; the inside of the mouth
yellow, the tongue parted into three: threads, of
which the mid one is the longest; twelve quills
in the tail, nineteen in each wing, the first of
which is very short: lastly, the first phalany of -
the outer toe is joined to that of the middle one.

The total length of the bird is. eight or nine
inches its alar extent twelve or thirteen; its
tail three; its leg thirteen lines; and its bill
fifteen; the wings, when closed, reach beyond
the middle of the tail,
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE SOLITARY OUZEL,

I
THE PENSIVE THRUSH*,

Tris speciesseems fo be intermediate between
the solitary ouzel and the rock blackbird. Tt
has the colours of the latter, and distributed
partly in the same order; but its wings are not
so long, though when closed they reach to two-
thirds of the tail. Its plumage is a slate-blue,

!* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MANILLENsIS. T. fusco-cerolescens, subtas
rufus fusco albidoque maculatus, uropygio eesrulescente,
remlglbus rectricibusque fusco- nigricantibus.—Lath. Ind.
Orn: i. p. 345, No. 62.

TurpUSs MANILLENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 833..

MzRULA SOLITARTA MANILLENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 270. 31
t.23. f 2.

. Lt MERLE SOLITAIRE de MANTLLE.—Buff. PL Enl. 636.
(mas.) 564. 2. (femina)—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 69.
PeNsivE TurusH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 53,

HABITAT

in Manilla,—8 pollices longus. i W.
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uniform on the head, the hind-part of the neck,
and the back ; almost quite blue on the ramp,
sPeckled with yellow on the throat, and on the
fore-part of the neck and top of the breast.
The same blue colour is deeper on the coverts
of the wings, with similar - speckles, though
_ scattered more sparingly, and some white spots,
which are stillfewer. The rest of the under side
of the body is orange, speckled with blue and :
white ; the quills of the wings and of the tail
are blackish, and the latter edged with rufous:
lastly, -the bill is brown, and the legs almost
black, i
The Pensive Ouzel is nearly of the size of the
rock blackbird; its total length is about eight
inches, its alar extent twelve or thirteen, its tail
three, its bill only an inch. ‘

The female has no blue or. orange in its
plumage, but two or three shades of brown,
which form pretty regular speckles on the
head, the back, and all the under side of the
body.—These two birds were presented by M.
Sonnerat.,
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: -,i R

THE HERMIT THRUSH““ =2

ikpb,

Theﬁgure pf this bird, its port, and its bill,-
resemble those of the solitary ouzels, and its
plumawe is somewhat analogouf that of ‘the
pensive ouzel but it is rath tler. . Each
feather in the under side o .ody is rufous
.of vagious shades, and edgea. .0 brown. The
feathers of the upper side of the body are brown -
with a double border, the inner blackish, and
the outer dirty white. The small coverts of the
wings have an ash-cast, and those of the rump

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus EREMITA. T. fuscus, apicibus pennarum fascia -
nigricante albido terminatis, subtus sordide albo-rufescens
fusco striatus, rémigibus rectricibusque griseo ma.rgmatus
—Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 346. No. 63.

Torpus EREMITA—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 838,

MERULA SOLITARIA PHILLIPPENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 272.
3262801

LE Sou'mms des PmLLmPNEs.—-Buf PI. Enl 339 -
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 2.

HErMIT THRUSH. —-Ldﬂi Syn. iii. p. 64 56. =

" in insulis _Phil]ippiﬁs.;7}:p§llices Jongus; SRt
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and tail are qulte cinereous. The head is olive,
velolno on yellow, the orbits whitish, the quills
of the tail and of the wings edged with grey ;.
the bill and legs brown.

The entire length of the Hermit Ouzel is
about seven inches and a half, its alar extent
twelve, and its wings, if closed, reach to three-
fourths of its tail, which: contains twelve quills,
and is only two inches and three-quarters long.

This bird, which was sent by M. Powre Te-
sembles in - many respects the pensive ouzel,
that I shoul. wonder if it be afterwards
found only av  , of age or sex; especially :
as it is brought~from the same country, is
smaller, and its colour intermediate betwees
those of the male and of the female.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE EUROPEAN BLACKBIRDS.

THE AFRICAN THRUSH*

Turs bird has the black and yellow colours
of the European blackbirds: but the black is
more brilliant, and has reflections which in cer-

£ :
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. -

Turpus Morio, 'T. ater nitens, remigibus primoribus
rufis, apice nigro,— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 346. No. 64.

Turbus MoREO.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 835!

MERULA CapriTIs BoNE SPEL—DBris. ii. p. 309. 52. t. 93.
f. 2. 5 i

SturNUS MoRr1o.—Daud. Orn. ii. p. 307.

LE JAuNoIr du CAP DE B, E4—Buff. PL Enl. 109.-—-1319?’.'

par Sonn. xlvi. p. 74.
AF¥RICAN TuRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. §5.

[ HABITAT
f
ad Caput B, Spei.—11 pollices longus. w.

+ A word compounded of jaune, yellow, and noir, black ;
which are the colours of its plumage.
VOL. X1k ce

>
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tain positions havea greenish cast. The yellow,
or rather the rufous colour; is seen only on the
quills of the wings, of which the first three are
tipt with brown, and the following with the
brilliant black I have mentioned. -The same
Tucid refulgent black occurs on the two middle
quills of the tail, and on that part of the middle
* quills of the wings which is uncovered ; all that
is hid of these middle quills, and all the lateral
quills of the tail, are of a pure black. The bill
is of the same black, but the legs are brown.

* The African Thrush is larger than the com-
mon blackbird ; its length is eleven inches, its
alar extent fifteen anda half its tail four;its bill,
which is thick and strong, is fifteen lines, and
its legs fourteen ; its wings, when closed, reach
not to the middle of its tail . &

* These birds are very common ahout -the Cape of Good
Hope ; they fly in vast flocks, and make great biavoe in the
orchards, and particularly among the vines. The famous vine-
ward of Constance is so much expesed to their attacks, that if
the inhabitants did not place a guard to drive them away, they:
would often lose their vintage. In the deserts they live on
the berries of different trees : they also eat insects, and fol-
lqw the. cattle, like the Stare. 'Fhey nestle in’ the rocks,
where they form peaceable societies, their nests being placed.
_ by the side of each other. The females generally lay twiee

a-year, and produce from four to six ezgs.—Levaillant, Hist:

oo°

Nat, des Qiseav &' Afrigue, No, 83, : W,

Wi
el
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IL.

' THE CRESTED BLACKBIRD of
China *,

Though this bird is somewhat larger than the
blackbird, its bill and legs are shorter, and its
tail much shorter; almost all its plumage is
blackish, with a dull blue tinge, but not glossy ;
a white spot appears in the middle of the wings,
and impressed on the quills, and a little white
on the tips of the lateral quills of the tail; the
bill and legs are yellow ; and the iris of a fine
orange. There is a small tuft of pretty long
feathers on the forehead, which the bird can

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

GRACULA CRISTATELLA. G, nigra, remigibus primoribus
basi rectricibusque apice albis, rostro ﬂavu.—ITalln. Ind.
Ora. i. p. 192. No.-8. :

GRraAcuLA CRISTATELLA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 897.

MERULA SINENsIS CRISTATA.—Bris. . p. 263, 21.

Le MerLE Huppe' de la CHINE—Buf. Pl Enl. 507.—
Bujff. par Sonw, xlvi. p. 78.

CHINESE STARLING or BLACKRBIRD.—Edw: t. 19.—Hist.
Sumat. p. 90.

CresTED GRAKLE—Leth, Syn. ii. p. 464, q.~—Id. Sup.
. 90,

HABITAT

in China ; merula paulo major—83 pollices fongs. W
cc 2
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bristle up at pleasufe. But notwithstanding
this mark of distinction, and the difference
perceived in its.proportions, we may perhaps
regard it as a variety, produced by climate,
of our yellow-billed blackbird. It has, like
that bird, a great facility in learning to whistle
airs, and in repeating words. It is difficult to
be brought from China into Europe. Its length
" is eight inches and & half; its wings, when
closed, 1each to the middle of the tail, which
is only two inches and a half long, and com-
pased of twelve quills nearly equal.

: T
THE RUFOUS-WINGED THRUSH *

We are indebted to M. Adanson for this fo-
reign and new species ; its bill is brown, its

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. -

TurRpus ERYTHROPTERUS. T. ater, alis rufis, erisso

_ rectricibusque lateralibus apice albis, cauda enneiformi.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 346, No. 65. :

TurDUS ERYTHROPTERUS,—Gmel, Syst. 1. p. 835.

Lt PoDoBE’ du SENEGAL—Buff. PL Enl. 354.—Buff. par
Sonn. xIvi. p. 81.

RUrOUS-WINGED THRUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 55. 59.

HABITAT

in Senegala.—10 pollices longus. : W.
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wings and legs rufous, its wings short, its tail
long, tapered, marked with white at the extre-
mity of the lateral quills, and of the lower co-
verts. I every other part the podobé is of
the colour of our blackbirds, and resembles them

in size, and in the shape of the bill, which,
however, is not yellow.

Iv.

THE BLACKBIRD of China*.

\

This blackbird is larger than ours, its legs
much stronger, its tail longer and diﬁ”érently
shaped, for it is tapered. The most remarkable
feature in its plumage, is what. appears like a
pair of spectacles, placed at the base of the bill,
and | extending both ways upon the eyes; the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs PERSPICILLATUS. T. griseo-viridis, subtus flaves-
cente-albus, cupite collogue cinereis, sincipite lunulaque
sub oculis nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 349. No. 79,

TurDUS PERSPICILLATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 830,

Le MerLE de la CurNe.—Buyf. Pl Enl. 604.—Buf. par
Sonn, xlvi, p. 82.

SPECTACLE TrRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii, p, 61. 71.

HABITAT -

in China. : v
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sides of these spectacles are nearly of an oval
form, and black, so that they are distinctly de-
fined on the grey plumage of the head and neck.
The same grey colour, intermixed with a green-
ish tint, is spread over the whole of the uppes
side of the body, including’ the wings and the
_intermediate quills of the tail; the lateral quills
are of a much deeper colour; part of the breast
.and the Delly are of a dirty white, with a little
yellow, as far as the lower coverts Qf the tail,
which are rufous. The wings when closed:
extend not far beyond the origin of the tails

v.
THE GLOSSY THRUSI %

The extreme length of this bird, which is
about seventeen. inches, is only two-thirds of

* CHARACTER SPECITICUS.

Torpus BEnges, T. viridis nitens, capite nigro-aureo, ah-
domine eupreo, uropygio rectricibusgue duabus infermediis
purpureo splendentibus, cauda longissinia cuneiformi.—~
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 347. Mo. 67.

Tunpus ENEus—Gmel. Syst. . p. 818.

MuRULA VIRIDIS LONGICAUDA SENEGALENSIS.—Bris,
ii. p. 313. 54. . 31. L :

Ly Merre 2 LoNcus QuEvE du SENEGATL +.—Buf: Ff.
Enl. 920.—Buff. par Soun. xIvi. p. 84. pl. 96. f.2.

Grossy Tarusa.— Latk. Syn. i, p- 57. Gi.
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that of its tail. - Its alar extent by no means
corresponds to the same proportion, being nar-
rowes than that of the common blackbird,
which is a much smaller bird. Tts bill is also
proportionably s_hm'ter, butits legs are longer ¥,
The prevailing colour is the fine glossy green
that appears in the plumage of ducks; the only
difference is derived from thé various tints and
reflections which in different parts it assumes.
It is blackish on the head, with gold colour
shining through ; and on the rump and the two
long intermediate quills of the tail are purple
reﬂecpions; on the belly and thighs a changing
green, with rose-copper. Almostall the rest
of its plumage is of a rich gold green.

There. is in the Royal Cabineta bird exactly
like this, only its tail is not near so long. Itis
probably the same bird, but caught in the time
of moulting .

HABITAT
in Senegala—18 pollices longus. Ww.

+ i. e. The Golden-green, or Long-tailed Blackbird' of
Senegal.

* The measures “given by Brisson are these -—Total
dength eighteen inches ; from the point of the bill to the end
of the nails ten and a half; alar extent fourteen and a
quarter ; the length of the tail cleven ; the bill thirteen lines ;
the legs eighteen.

1 It is titled, the Green Ouzel of Sencgal.

Levaillant saw the Glossy Thrush in the Namaguas coun=
try, towards the Cape of Good Hope. They arrive there
" only when a little fruit in bunches, of a very agreeable flavour,
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is ripe. They also eat insects and worms, which they seek
for in the ground, aud among the shrubs, They are very
fierce, and difficult to tame,— Oiseaux d’Afrique, No. 87. W.

v
- o :

' THE CRESCENT BLACKBIRD of
: : America *.

The only black part of the plumage of this
bird is a mark shaped like a horse-shoe, which
descends upon the breast, and a bar of the same
colour rising on each side under the eye, and
extending backwards. The first of these spots
seems, from its determined figure, to be the
most characteristic of this species, and distin-
guishes it the best from the other collared

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

SturNUs LupoviciaNus. S, supra fusco rufescente ‘et
nigricante varius, subtus flavus, fascia pectorali curva nigra,
rectricibus tribus lateralibus albis.—ZLatt. Ind. Orn. i
p- 323, No. 3. Var. «.

ALAUDA MAGNA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p.80L.

MERULA AMERICANA TORQUATA,—Bris.ii. p. 242. 15.

LE MERLE 4 CoLLiER.—Buf. iii. p. 376.

LARGE LARK.—Cales, Car. i, t. 33.

CRESCENT STARE.—drct. Zool. ii. No. 192.—Lath. Syn. i#i.
p- 6. 3. AL

HABITAT

in America,~11 pollices longus. W.
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blackbirds, This horse-shoe is traced on ayel-
low ground, which is the colour of the throat
and of all the uuder side. of the body, and
which appears again between the bill and the
eyes; brown predominates on the head and be-
hind the neck, and light-grey on the sides. Also
the top of the head is marked with awhitish ray ; -
all the upper side of the bodyuis 'of a partridge-»
grey ; the quills of the wings and of the tail* are
brown, with some rusty spots; the legs brown
and very long; and the bill, which is almost
black, is shaped like that of our Blackbirds:
;ike them also it sings agreeably in the spring,
though it has not the same extent of notes, It
scarcely eats any thing but the small seeds
which it finds on the ground 1 ; in' which respect
it resembles the larks, though it is much larger,
exceeding even our blackbird, nor is its hind-
ail lengthened as in the larks. It perches on
top of bushes, and its tail is observed to have
-3 brisk motion upwards and downwards, In
fact,’ it is neither a lark nor a blackbird; and
vet, of all the European birds, it resembles the
latter the most. It is found not only in Vir-
ginia and Carolina, but in almost the whole
continent of Americaf. ;
‘The subject examined by Catesby weighed

three ounces and a quarter; its extreme length

* Linnzus says, that the three lateral quills of the tail are
partly white,Sys¢. Nat. edit. x. p. 167.

+ For instance, those of the yellow-flowered Oraithogalum.

1 Linnzus asserts that it occurs also in Africa.
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ten inches, its bill fifteen lines, its legs eighteen ;
its wings when closed reached to the middle of
its tail
* Authors aré much divided with respect to the classifica.
fion of this bird : Lawson and Catesby call it a Jark ; Erissou
feckons it a blackbird; Pennant makes it a stare; and
Latham regards it as a variety of the Louisiana stare already
odescribed ; and Gmelin seems inclined to the same opinion.
1t lives in savannas, and is esteemed good eating. In the
State of New-York it appears in the beginning of April,
breeds in June, and retires in September or October. It
fiestles on the ground, and its eggs are whitish. M.

VIL
THE GREEN BLACKBIRD of Angola®.

The upper part of the body, the head, the
neek, the tail, and the wings, are of an olive-

* CHARACTER SPECITICUS.

Turpus NiTens. T. viridis, macula tectricum alaram
violacea nitida.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 346. No. 66.

TurDpUS NITENS,—Lin. Sust. i.. p. 294. 13.—Gmel. Syst. 1.

" p. 818, :

MERULA VIRIDIS ANGOLENSIS ~—Bris. ii. p. 311 53 t. 30.
f.2: 8

SHINING Tu‘nnsu.—Latln. Syn.iii. p. 56. 60.

HABITAVT
in Angola, et ad Caput Bonae SRei.—Q pollices longus.

8. T. alivaceo- -nitens, caeruleo violaceoque splendens, alis
maculis nigricantibus. :
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areen ; but hrown spots appear on the"wiugs; :
and the rump is blue. On the back, and on the
fore-side of the neck, is a mixture of blue witly
green ; the blue again occurs 61j the upper part
of the throat: violet predominates on the
breast, the belly, the thighs, and the feathers
which cover the ears: lastly, the lower coverts
of the tail are of an olive-yellow, the bill and*
legs of a deep black. i

This bird is of the same size with the fifty-
third thrush of Brisson; the proportions ave
likewise the same, but the plumage of the latter
is different, being entirely of a fine duck-green;
with a spot of steel-violet on the anterior part
of the wing.

These birds are nmearly of the bulk of our
blackbird, their length being nine inches, their
alar extent twelve and a quarter, their bill
eleven. or twelve lines ; their wings when closed
reach to the middle of the tail; which consists
of twelve equal quills.

It is probable that these two birds belong to
the same species, but I cannot decide which is
the original stem, and which the collateral
branch.

LE MerLE vert d'ANcorA.-=Buf. Pl Enl. 661.—Buff. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 88. S

BLuE AND GREEN Daw.—Edw, t. 820.—Lath. Syn. ii,
p- 56, A.—Id. Sup. p. 143.

HABITAT

cum priore, cujus forte mera varietas, W
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VIII.

THE GILDED THRUSH *,

The plumage of this bird is painted with the

ssame colours as the preceding, that is, with vio-

let, green, and blue, but differently distributed ;
violet is spread without any mixture on the
head, the neck, and all the under part of the
body; blue on the tail and its pper coverts;
and lastly, green on the wings; but these have
besides a blue stripe near their inner margin.

* This bird is also of the same size with the
precedlntr' it appears to have the-same port;
and as it comes from the same climates, I should
be temptcd to refer it to the same spemes, were
it not longer winged, which implies other in-
stincts and habits. But as the length of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus AvrATus. T. viridis auratus, capite collo corpo-
reque subtus violaceis, cauda fasciaque alarum cceruleis.

Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 347. No. 68. 7

TURDUS AURATUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 819.

LE MERLE VIOLET du RoyAuME de JmDA.——qu PL
Enl. 540.—Buff. par Sozn. xlvi. p- 92.

GILDED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 57. 62.

HABITAT
iy Africa e
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wings in dried birds depends greatly on the
mode of preparing them, we cannot admit the
circumstance just mentioned to constitute a spe-
cific difference; and it will be prudent to wait
the decision of accurate observation *.

* This bird is found in every part of southern Africa, ex-
cept near the Cape: but it migrates in those countries, >
leaving them during the rainy season. It eats all sorts of
berries and worms. Levaillant says, he has often seen it
perched on the back of oxen, and of the great wild quadru-
peds, to feed on the larve which are lodged in their skin. Its
flesh is delicate and savoury,—Oiscaux d’ Afrique, No. 89.

: w.

IX. v
THE CEYLON THRUSH*.

I bestow a separate name on +this bird, be-
cause those who have seen it do not agree with

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs ZEYLONUs. I. viridis, subtus luteus, linea ocu-
lari utrinque in pectus nigrum ducta.— Lath, Ind. Orn. i
p- 349. No. 80. :

TURDUS ZEYLONUS.—Gimel. Syst. i. p. 837. i

MerurLa 'TorguaTa CapriTis Bonae _ng.——an. ii.
p- 299. 46. t. 30. f. 1. 5

Lt PLasTRON Noir de CEYLoN—Buf. PL Eul. 272,
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 95.

GREEN PYE of CEYLON.——Edz.L:.. t. 321, 5

CeyLoN THRUSH.—Latk, Syn. iil. p. 62. 72,

HABITAT
' ; Ww.
ad Caput Bonz Spei, Zeylona.
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regard to the species to W_hi’ch it belongs. Bris.
- son makes it a blackbird, and Edwards a pie or
a shrike. For my own part, I conceive it to be
arTing ouzel, not venturing, however, to decide,
. till farther information clear up the subject,
It is smaller than the blackbird, and its bill
proportionably stronger. 1ts total length is
°seven inches and a half; its alar extent eleven, its
tail three and a half, its bill twelve or thirteen
lines, and its legs fourteen s its wings when
closed reach beydnd the middle of'its tail, which
is somewhat tapered. :
The black breast-piece which distinguishes
this bird is the more conspicuous, as it is
bounded below and above by a lighter colour,
for the throat and all the under part of the body
is of a pretty bright yellow. From the two ends
of the upper margin of this breast-piece arise
two cords of thesame colour, which first ascend-
ing on each side towards the head, define the
beautiful yellow orange plate on the throat, and
then bending under the ¢yes, terminate at the
base of the bill, where they are in a manner n-
serted. Two yellow eye-brows, which take
their origin close to the nostrils, embrace the
eyes above, and form a contrast to the bIa{:{t
cords. All the upper part of this bird 1s olive;
“but that colour seems to be tarnished by a mix-
ture of cinereous on the top of the head, and
on the contrary to brighten on the rump, and
on the outer edge of thewing-quills ; the largest
of these are tipt with brown ; the two mterme-
diate ones of the tail are of an olive-green, and,
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also the whole of the under part of the body ;
and the ten lateral ones are black, tipt with
yellow. >

The female has neither the black breast-piece
nor the black cords. Its throat is grey; its
breast and belly of a greenish yellow, and all
the upper side of the body of the same colour,
but deeper. In general, the female differs little

from the bird figured P Enl. No. 358, under

the name of the Orange-bellied Blackbird of
Senegal.
- Brisson has supposed that this bird is a native
of the Cape of Good Hope; and indeed it was
ibroughtfrom that place by the Abbé de la Caille.
But if we believe Edwards, it belongs to a more
distant climdte, that of the island of Ceylon.
“That naturalist obtained accurate information
on this subject from John Gideon Loten, who

had been governor of Ceylon, and who, on his

. teturn from India, presented several birds of
that country to the Royal Society, and among
 the rest a Ceylon thrush. Edwards introduces
here an observation which we have already an-

ticipated, but which it may not be improper ta:

repeat. The Cape of Good Hopeis the geveral
rendezvous of ships trading to the East, and it
inay often happen, that in touching there, birds.

may be left which afterwards are mistaken for

natives of the extremity of Afiica®.

* According to Levaillant, this is now a very common bifd,
not only pear the Cape, but also ig the interior. They live
i ‘ : : 0 a
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en insects, and little young birds when they can catch them,

They make their nest in 2 bush, and lay four or five eggs.
W.

x

'"THE ORANGE-GREEN, ‘orn Tur
ORANGE-BELLIED BLACKBIRD

of Senegal *.

The principal colours of this new species are
green and orange; a fine deep green, with re-
flections which are variously shaded with yellow,
is spread over the whole of the upper part of
the body, including the tail, the wings, the head,
and even the throat, but is not so deep on the
tail. The under part of the body, from the
throat downwards, is of a shining orange.
When the wings are closed, there appears a

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CHRYSOGASTER. T. viridis fulvo splendens,
subtus fulvus nitidus, remigibus quibusdam extus albis.—
Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 350. No. 81.

TURDUS CHRYSOGASTER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 835.

LE MERLE 2 VENTRE ORANGE du SENEGAL.—Buff. Pl
858.—Buff. par Soan. xlvi. p. 101.

ORANGE-BELLIED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 63.73.

HABITAT
\

in Senegala.—8 pollices longus. W.
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train of white which belongs to the outer edge
of some of the quills. The bill is brown, and
also the legs.—This bird is smaller than the
blackbird ; its length is about eight inches ; its
alar extent eleven and a half; its tail two and

three-quarters, and its bill eleven or twelve
lines.

———

VARIETY OF THIS BIRD %

The preceding bird resembles much the fe-
male of the ring ouzel of Ceylon; but it is
equally related to the Blackbird of the Cape of
Good Hope, No. 221, which I call Orange-blue
(oranblew) ; for the whole of the under part of
its body is orange, from the throat to the lower
belly inclusive ; and blue is spread over the up-
per part from the base of the bill to the end of
the tail. ‘This blue consists of two shades, the
deeper of which edges each feather, whence re-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs CHRYSOGASTER. T. ceerulescens, pennis margine
saturatioribus, corpore subtus fulyo.—ZLath. Ind. Orn.i.
p.350. No. 81. Var. £.

L'ORANBLEU du CAP DE B. ESPERANCE,—Pl. Eal 221.
—Buff. ibid.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 63. Var. A,

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonw Spei. ' W.
VOL. III. p d

- e
= ’4\?"_ 4
PR
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sults an agreeable and regular variety: ‘ The bill
and legs are black, and als_o the quills of the
wings ; but many of the Inlddlt? ones have a
white-grey margin: lastly, the tail-quills are the
most uniform in regard to colour.

» XI.

THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of the
Cape of Good Hope*.

We are indebted to Sonnerat for this new
species. It is nearly the size of the blz}ckbird;
its total length ten inches, and its wings extend
.a little beyond the middle of the tail. Almost
all its plumage is of a varying brown, with re-
flections of dusky green : the belly and rump
are whitef. :

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus BicoLor. T. viridi-fuscus, abdomine uropygio-
que albis.—Latk. Ind. Orz, i. p. 350. No. 84,

TurnUS BicoLOR.—Gamel. Syst. 1. p. 835.+

LE MERLE BRUN du CAP DE BONNE EsPERANCE.—Buff.
par Sony. xlvi. p. 104,

WmITE-RUMPED THRUSH,—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 64. 75..

S HABITAT
ad Caput Bonz Spei.—Longitudo 10 pollicum, W.

1 It is very eommon at the Cape, feeds on fruits, and is
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very destructive fo the vineyards. Has nearly the same na-
tural habits as the starling. Lays five or six green eggs,
spotted with black. e WL

_ xil
THE BANIAHBOU of Bengal *.

Its plumage is every where brown ; deeper on
the upper part of the body, lighter on the under,
and also on the edge of the coverts and wing-
quills; the bill and legs are yellow; the tail
tapered, about three inches long, and extending
half its length beyond the closed wings. Such
are the chief circumstances which characteuae :
this foreign bird, the size of which somewhat
‘exceeds that of the throstle.

Linnzus informs us, on the authority of
some Swedish naturalists who had travelled into

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CaNorus. T. griseus subtus ferrugineus, linea
alba pone oculos, cauda rotundata.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i
p- 336. No. 34.

TurRDUS CANORUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 811,

Lanius FAusTus.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 311,

MERULA BENGALENSIS.—Brs. ii. p. 260. 25.

Le BaNianpou de BENGALE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. P- 106,

Browx INDIAN TurvusH, —Edw. t. 184.

WHITE- WREATI;D SHRIEE~—Lath. Syn. i. p. 178. 28.

_Cryine TurvsH.—Lath: Syn. iii. p. 35. 32.—0sb. Foy. id.
p-121.

HABITAT

in Bengala, China.—9} pollices longus. W
D dg
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Asia, that the same bird occurs in China ; but
it seems there to have been affected by the clim-
ate, being grey above, and rust-coloured be-
low, with a white streak on each side of the
head. The epithet of camorus, which Linnzus
bestows on it, no doubt from accurate inform-
ation, implies that these foreign blackbirds have
an agreeable warble.

XIIL.

THE CINEREOUS BLACKBIRD *

The name Cinereous Blackbird gives a very
just idea of the predominant colour of the plum-
age; but the intensity is not every where the
same ; it is very deep, almost black, witha slight

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Ovrovane. T. cinereo-nigricans, capite collo
pectore dorso tectricibusque alarum olivaceis, abdomine
flavescente, —Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 351. No. 85.

- TurpUs UROVANG.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.

MERULA MADAGASCARIENSIS CINEREA.—Bris. ii. p. 201.
41. t.95. . 2. . _

L’OurOVANG, ou MERLE CENDRE' de MADAGASCAR.—
Buf, Pl Enl. 557. f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 109.

CINEREOUS THRUSH.— Lath. Syn. iii. p. 64. 76,

HABITAT

in Madagascaria.—8} pollices longus. Ww.
"
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tinge of green on the long and narrow feathers
-that cover the head: it is lighter without mix-
ture of other tinge on the quills of the tail and
of the wings, and on the great coverts of the

- jatter. Tt has an olive cast on the upper part
of the body, on the small coverts of the wings,
on the neck, on the throat, and on the breast.
Lastly, it is lighter under the body, and about
the lower belly, and there is a slight tinge of
yellow.

This blackbird is nearly as large as our red-
wing, but its tail is rather longer, its wings
‘somewhat shorter,‘and its legs much shorter.
Its bill is yellow, as in our blackbirds, marked
near the end with a brown ray, and furnished
with some bristles round the base ; its tail con-
sists of twelve equal quills, and its legs are of
a brown colour.

XLV,
THE PIGEON THRUSH*

This bird is called, in the Phillippines, the
Pigeon-house Stare, because it is naturally fami-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUS CoLuMBINUS. T. viridis nitens, corpore toto ver-
sicolore.— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 348. No. 70.
Turpus CoLUMBINUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.
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liar, and secks the conveniences which the
- dwellings of men afford, and nestles even in
the pigeon-houses. But it resembles the black-
bird more than the stgte, in the shape of its
bill and legs, and in the proportions of its
wings, which only reach the middle of the
tail, &c. Its bulk is nearly that of the red-
wing, and its plumage consists of one colour,
though not uniform; this is a varying green, -
which, according to its position, has different
shades and reflections. This species is new, and
we are indebted for it to Sonnerat. There are
also found in the collection which he brought
from the Cape of Good Hope some individuals -
that evidently belong to the same species, but
which differ in having their rump . white, both
on the upper and under surface, and in being
smaller, Must this be ascribed to climate or

to age?

Le MERLE des CoLOMBIERS,—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p.111.
PreeoN TurUsH.—Lath. Syn, iii. p. 64. 77.

HABITAT

m insulis I’hillippinis,. ; e w.
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XV.
THE OLIVE THRUSH *

The upper part of the body of this bird, in-
cluding what appears on the quills, of the tail,
and of the wings, when they are closed, is of an
olive-brown ; theneck and the breast are of the
same colour as the throat, but without streaks;
all the rest of the under part of the body is
of a fine fulvous colour: lastly, the bill is
brown as well as the legs, and the inside of
the quills of the wings and the lateral quills
of the tail. ] _

This blackbird is as large as a red-wing; its
alar extent near thirteen inches, and its total

* CHARACTERSPECIFICUS.

TurDUs OLIVACEUS. T. fusco-olivacens, subtus fulvus,
remigibus rectricibusque lateralibus intus fuseis.—Lath,
Ind. Orn. i. p, 351. No. 88.

TurDUS OLIVACEUS,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 810.

MeRULA OLIVACEA CAPITIs BoN®E SPEL—Bris, il

p.9294. 43.t.22.f. 3. :

LE MerLE OLIVE du CAP DE BoNNE ESPERANCE—
Buff. par Sonn. xlyi. p. 113.

OL1vE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 66. 80.

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonw Spei. : w.
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length eight and a quarter; the bill is ten lines,
the leg fourteen ; the tail, which cousists of
twelve equal quills, is three inches long; and
the wings, when clcsed, reach only half its
length *,

# These birds are very common about the Cape, and parti-
cularly where there are grapes, which they devour with' avi-
dity. They are birds of passage, and arrive in such numbers
gs to cover almost every free. They lay three or four green-
ish-white eggs, spotted with reddish-brown.  They make
their nest of little branches interwoven, and simply line it
with the filaments of roots. Besides fruits, they feed on
caterpillars and worms.—LEVAILLANT. =avz

XVL

THE BLACK-THROATED THRUSH*,

The black on the throat of this bird extends
on the one hand below the eye, and even on the
space between the eye and the bill ; and on the
other it descends upon the neck as far as the
breast. It is besides edged with a broad rufous
~ border, with different shades of brown, which
extends upon the eyes, and upon the fore part of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus JuGuLARris. T. griseo-fuscus, subtus favo-vire-
scens maculis sparsis nigris, fascie gula juguloque nigris
rufo marginatis.—ZLatk, Ind, Ora. i. p. 851. No. 86.
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the top of the head; the rest of the head, the
posterior surface of the neck, the back, and the
small coverts of the wings, are greyish-brown,
variegated shghtly w 1th some browner tints.
The great coverts of the wings, as well as the
quills, are of a blackish brown, edged with light
grey, and separated from the small coverts by
an olive-yelléw line belonging togthese small
coverts. The same olive-yellow predominates
on the rump, and on all the under part of the
body ; but upon the body it is variegated with
some black spots, which are pretty blOZl(] and
scattered thmly over the whole space between
the black piece of the throat and the legs. The
tail is of the same grey as the upper part of the
body, .but in its middle only ; the lateral quills
being edged on the outside with a blackish co-
lour : the bill and the legs aré black.

This bird, which has not been hitherto de-
scribed, is nearly of the bylk of the red- -wing;
its total length is about seven inches and a half,
its bill one inch, its tail three; and its wings,
which are very short, reach scarcely the fourth
of its tail.

TurbUS ATER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 830.

LE MERLE 2 GoRGE Noire de St. DoMINGUE.—Buff. Pl
Enl. 559.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 116.

Brack-THROATED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn, iii. p. 65. 78.

HABITAT

o S 2
in insula Dominicensi. w.
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XVIL

THE CANADA BLACKBIRD*#,

This resembles the most the mountain black-
bird, which is only a variety of the ring ouzel.
Tt is smaller, but its wings bear the same pro-
portion to its tail, not reaching beyond the
middle, and the colours of its plumage, which
are not very different, are distributed in the
same manner. The ground colour is constantly
dark brown, variegated with lighter shades in
every part, except in the quills of the tail and
of the wings, which are of an uniform blackish
brown. The coverts of the wings have reflec-
tions of a deep but shining green ; all the other
feathers are blackish, and terminated with ru-
fous, which, disjoining them from one another,
produces a regular variety, so that the feathers
may be counted from the rufous spots.

* Merula Canadensis.—BRISSON,
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XVIIL
THE INDIAN OLIVE BLACKBIRD*.

All the upper part of this bird, including the
quills of the tail, and those uncovered of the
quills of the wing, are of a deep olive-green.
All the under part is of the same ground-colour,
but of a lighter tinge, and bordering upon yel-
low. The inner webs of the wing-quills are
brown, edged partly with yellow; the bill and
legs are almost black.—This bird is larger than
the red-wing ; its whole length is eight inches,
its alar extent twelve and a half, its tail three
and a half, its bill thirteen lines, its leg nine,
and its wings when closed reach to the mlddle
of its tail.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Tyrnus INprovs. T. viridiolivacens, remigibus intus
fuscis exfus ﬁavicantibus——Lat/:. Ind. Ore. i. p. 351.
No. 89. :

TurDUS INDICUS,—Gmel. Syst, 1. p. 810.

MeruLae OLIVACEA INDICA.—Bris. ii. p. 298. 45. t. 31.
S H07

LL Merre Or1ve des INDEs— Buff. PL Enl. 564. f.1.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 120.

INDIAN THRUSH.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 60, 81.

HABITAT

in India. w.
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- XIX.

THE INDIAN CINEREOUS BLACK
BIRD *. :

The colour of the upper part of the body is
deeper than that of the under. The great co-
verts and the quills of the wings are edged with
white-grey on the outside ; but the middle quills
have this edging broader.” They have likewise
another border of the same colour on the inside,
from their origin, to two-thirds of their length.
Of the twelve tail-quills, the two middle ones
are cinereous, like the upper part of the body ;
the two, following are partly of the same colour,
but their inside is black: the eight others are

_entirely black, as also the bill, the legs, and the
nails. The bill has some blackish bristles near

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CINERASCENS. 'T. cinereo-nigricans subtus di-
lutior, tectricibus alarum majoribus remigibus reetricibus-
que lateralibus nigris.—Lath. Tnd. Orn. i. p. 352, No. 90.

TurDUS CINEREUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 810.

MERULA CINEREA INDIGA—Bris. ii. p. 286. 89. t. 25.1. 3.

LE MEeRLE CENDRE' des INDEs.—Buff. par Somn. xlvi.
p. 122.

'ASH-COLOURED THRUSH.—Latl. Syr. iii. p. 67. 81.

HABITAT

in India. : w.
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the angles of its opening.—This bird is smallef
than the red-wing; it is seven inches and three-
quarters in length, twelve and two-thirds alar
extent; its tail is three inches, its bill eleven
lines, and its leg ten.

XX.

THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of
Senegal *.

Nothing can be more uniform and ordinary
“than the plumage of this bird, or more easy to
describe. 1Tt is greyish-brown on the upper and
anterior parts, dirty white on the under part,
brown on the quills of the tail and of the wings,
and also on the bill and legs. Itis not'so large
as the red-wing, but its tail is longer, and its
bill shorter. Its whole length, according to

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TuRDUS SENEGALENsIS. T. griseo-fuscus ventre sordide
albo, remigibus rectricibusque fuscis.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i.
P 3562. No. 93.

TURDUS SENEGALENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 823.

MERULA SENEGALENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 261. 26. t. 22. f. 2.

LE MERLE BRUN du SENEGAL.—Buff. Pl Enl. 563. f. 2.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi, p. 124.

SENEGAL THRUsSH.—Lath. Syn. iii, p. 68. 85.

HABITAT

in Senegala.—8 pollices longus. W.
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Brisson, is eight inches; its alar extent eleven
and a half, its ta.xl three and a half, its bill nine
lines, its leg eleven. Its wings do not reach
farther than the middle of its tail, which consists

of twelve quills.

.

XXI.

THE TANOMBE/, or the MADAGAS-
CAR BLACKBIRD*.

I have retained the name by which this bird
is known in its native region. It is to be
wished that travellers would thus preserve the
real names of the foreign birds; we should then

* CHARACTER SPECTFICUS.

Turpus MADAGASCARIENSIS. T. fuscus, subtus albus, pec-
tore lateribusque rufescentibus, macula alarum rufo-aurea,
rectricibus duabus intermediis lateraliumque marginibus
viridi-auratis, extimis margine exteriore albis.—Lath. Ind.
Ora: i. p. 352. No. 94.

TuRDUS MADAGASCARIENSIS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 823.

MERULA MADAGASCARIENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 274. 33, £.725.
% &

Le TaNAomBE'.—Buf. Pl Enl. 557. f. 1,—Buf. par Sons.
xlvi. p, 127.

MapacascAR THRUSH. —Latlz Syn. iii. p. 68. 86.

HABITAT

in Madagascaria. W
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be able to distinguish the species to which each
observation applied. :

The Tanombé is rather smaller than the red--
wing; its plumage is in general of a very deep
brown on the head, neck, and all the upper part
of the body; but the coverts of the tail and
wings have a tinge of green. The tail is a gold-
green, edged . with white, as also the wings,
which have, besides, some violet changing into
green at the tips of the great quills, a colour of
polished steel on the middle quills and the great
coverts, and an oblong mark of fine gold-yellow
on the same middle quills. The breast is of a
rufous brown, the rest of the under part of the :
body white ; the bill and legs are black, and the
tarsus very short. The tail is somewhat forked;.
the wings reach only to the middle, but its alar
extent is greater in proportion than in the red-
wing. I may observe, that in a siibject which .
1 had occasion to see, the bill was more hooked
at the point than represented in the figure, and
in this respect the Tanombé¢ seems to resemble
the solitary blackbird,
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XXIL
THE MINDANAO BLACKBIRD*

The steel colour which appears on part of the
wings of the tanombé, is, in the Mindanao
Blackbird, spread over the head, the throat, the
neck, the breast, and all the upper part of the
body as far as the end of the tail. The wings -
have a white bar near their outer margin, and
the rest of the under part of the body is white.

This bird exceeds not seven inches in length,
and its wings reach only to the middle of the .
tail, which is somewhat tapered.—It is a new
species, introduced by Sonnerat.

" Daubenton the younger has observed another
individual of the same kind, in which the ends
of the long quills of the wings and of the tail

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MiNDANENsIS. T. ceruleo-chalybeus, corpore
subtus strigaque longitudinali alarum albis.—Latk. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 3563. No. 95.

. TurDUs MINDANENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 823.

Le MERLE de MiNDANAO.—Buff. Pl Enl. 627. f.1—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 130.

MiNDANAO THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 69. 87.

HABITAT
in Mindanao. w.
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are of a deep varying green, with several spots
of wavy-violet on the body, but chiefly behind
the head. It is perhaps a female, or else a young
male.

XXHI
THE GREEN BLACKBIRD of the

Isle of France *,

The plumage of this bird is quite uniform, all
the outside being blueish-green, verging -to
brown, but its bill and legs cinereous. It is
smaller than the red-wing; its length is about
seven inches, its alar extent ten and a half, its.
bill ten lines, and its wings reach to the third of
its tail, which is only two inches and a half,
"The feathers that cover the head and neck are
long and narrow.—It is a new species. ;

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

" Turpus MavrrTiaNUs. T. foto corpore virescente-ceeru-
leo, pennis capitis collique longioribus angustis.—Latb.
Ind. Ora. i. p. 349. No. 75.

TurDUS MAURITIANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822

LE MERLE VERT de 'IsLE DE FRANCE.—Buff. PL Enl.
648. f. 2.—Buff. par Sonu. xlvi. p. 132.

MavrrTivs THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 69, 88,

HABITAT

in insula Mauritio,—7 pollices longus. Ww.
VOL. I1I. EE€
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XXIV.

THE BLACK CASQUE, or the BLACK.
HEADED BLACKBIRD of the Cape

of Good Hope *:

Though at first sight this bird seems to re-
semble most in its plumage that of the follow-
* ing article, the Brumet, and particularly the
Yellow-rumped Blackbird of Senegal, which I
consider as a variety of the same species, we still
perceive obvious differences in its eolour, and
more important ones in the proportions of its
limbs. It is not so large as the red-wing; its
total length nine inches, its alar extentnine and
a half, its tail three and two-thirds, its bill
thirteen lines, and its leg fourteen. Its wings,

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs ATRICAPILLUS. T. nigricans, capite atro, abdo-
mine uropygioque rufis, macula alarum alba.—ZLath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 353. No. 96.

TURDUS ATRICAPILLUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822.—Bris.
Suppl. p.47.1. 3. £. 2,

LE MERLE 3 TETE NoiRE du Cae peE B. E—DBuf. P/

Enl. 392.—Buff. par Somn. xlvi, p.133.
BLACK-HEADED THRUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 70, 89.

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonw Spei. =W
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therefore, spread less than those of the Brunet,
but its bill, tail, and legs, are proportionably
longer. Its tail is also of a different form, and
consists of twelve tapered quills ; each wing has
nineteen, of which the longest are the fifth and
the sixth.

. Withregard to its plumage, it resembles that
- bird in the brown colour of the upper part of
its body, but it differs by the colour of its
helmet, which is of a shining black; by the
~ rufous colour of its rump, and of the upper -
coverts of its tail; by the rusty cast of its
throat, and of the whole of the under part of
its body, as far as the lower coverts of the tail
inclusively ; by the small brown ray on the
. flanks; by the small white spot which appears
on the wings, and which belongs to the large
quills; by the blackish colour of the quills of
the tail; and lastly, by the white mark which
terminates the lateral ones, and which is larger,

as the quill is nearer the outside*.

% Levaillant assures us, that he never met with this bird
about the Cape of Good Hope. Sonnini infers, therefore,
that it may have been sent to Paris from some other country.

W,
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XXV.

THE BRUNET of the Cape of Good
Hope *.

The predommant colour of the plumage of
this bird ‘s deep brown, which is spread over
the head, the neck, all the upper part of the
body, the tail, and wings ; it is rather lighter on
the breast and sides, has a: yellowish' cast on
the belly and thighs, and gives place to a beau-
tiful yellow on the lower coyerts of the ‘tail.
This yellow spot is the more conspicuous, as it
is contrasted with the colout of the quills of the
tail, which are of a stlll‘ Veepef*’bfoﬁ,n below
than above.  The bﬂl and Iegs are ennrely
black.

. This bird is not larger than a lark; its wings
measure ten inches and a half across, - and hardly

L CHARACTER S‘?'E‘CIFICUS

Tumms CareNsts. T. nigricans, abdemine subflavescente,
crisso luteo.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 353. No. 97. |

TurDUS CAPENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822.

MeruLA Fusca CaPitis BoNE SPET.=Bris. ii. p. 250.
24. t.27. 1. 8. :

LE BRUNET du CAP DE B. E.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv;,,p 136.

BRUNET THRUSH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. 70, 90.

HABITAT -
ad Caput B. Spei. W,
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reach to the third of its tail, which is near
three inches long, and consists of twelve equal
quills *.

* This is a very common bird near the Cape, where they
call it Gul-gat, or Yellow-neck. 1t is a very chattering: bird,
and lives on insects and different kinds of berries.—LEva1L-
LANT. W.

VARIETY or tar CAPE BRUNﬁT.

The bird represented Pl Enl No. 317, by
the name of the YVellow-rumped Blackbird of Se-
negal’* is much analogous to the Brunet, only
it is rather larger, and its head and throat are
black. The remaining parts are of the same
colour in both, and nearly of the same propor-
tions ; which would lead us to suppose that it is
a variety produced by difference of age or of
sex. But having occasion afterwards to observe
that, among a great number of birds sent by
Sonnerat, many marked ¢ Cape Blackbirds,”
were exactly like the subject described by Bris-
son, and not one with a black head and throat,
it seems more probable that the bird, No. 817,
is only a variety derived from climate. The
bill of this bird is broader at the base, and more
curyed than that of the ordinary blackbird.

* Merle ¢ cul-jaune du Senegal,



422 FOREIGN BIRDS RELATED TO

XXVI.

THE BROWN JAMAICA BLACK.
BIRD *.

Deep brown is the predominant colour of the
head, the upper part of the body, the wings,
and the tail; brown of a lighter shade on the
fore-side of the breast and of the neck, dirty
white under the belly, and on the rest of the
lower part of the body. The most remarkable
feature in this bird is, that the throat and bill
are white, and the legs orange. Its extreme
length is six inches four lines, its alar extent
nineinches and some lines, its tznl two inches and
eight or nine lines, its leg two inches and
a quarter, its blll eleven lines, all English mea-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,’

Turpus LEvcoGeNus. T. fusco-niger, gula abdgmineque
albis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 341. No. 51: - : .

TUrDUS AURANTIUS —Gmel. Syst L p. 832.

MERULA JAMA;CENS!S.—Brw ii..p. 277. 84.

LE MERLE BRUN de la JAMAIQUE.—Buff. par Sonn, xlvi.
p. 140.

MERULA Fusca. —Raii Syn. p.185.80. —=Sloan, Jam, p, 305,
t. 256. f. 2.

WHITE-CHINNED THRUSH,—Lath, Syn. i, p. 46. 47,

HABITAT

in Jamaice sylvis montosis, W,
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sure. It appears then that it is not so large as
our red-wing. It generally baunts the moun-
tains and forests, and is esteemed gdod eating.
All that Sloane informs us, with respect to the
interior structure of this bird, is, that its fat is
of an orange-yellow. . '

XXVIL

THE CRAVATED BLACKBIRD of

Cayenne *.

The _crava,’@‘*bf this Blackbird is very broad,
of a fine black edged with white; it extends
from the base.of the lower mandible, and even

* bHAnACTEn SPECIFICUS.

TuRDUS CINNAMOMEUS. T. testaceo-ruber, collo inferiore
nigro undique albo marginato, tectricibus alarum nigris,
minoribus albo mediis majoribusque rufo terminatis.—
Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p.358. No.114.

Turnus CINNAMOMEUS.—Gmel. Syst. §. p- 825.

LE MERLE & CRAVATE de CAYENNE—Bufi Pl. Eal. 560,
f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 143.

BLACK-BREASTED TrrvsH.—Lath, Syn, iii, p. 79. 107.

HABITAT

in Cayans, i . W
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from the space included between the uppég _n;aﬁ-
dible and the eye, as far as the mid‘d}'e«t\f_ the
breast, where the white - border widens,.and is
marked with transverse rays of black : it covers
the sides of the head as far as the ayes, and in-
closes three-fourths of the circumference of the
neck. The coverts of the wings are of the same
black as the collar ; but the small ones are tipt
with white, which produces speckles of that co-
lour; and the two rows of great coverts havea
fulvous edging. The rest of the plumage is
cinnamon_colour, but the bill and legs are
‘black. :

This Blackbird is smaller than our red-wing;
the point of its bill is hooked as in the solitary
thrushes. Its whole length is about seven
inches, its tail two and a halfy its bill eleven
lines, and jts wings, which are short, extend but .
a little way beyond the origin of the tail.
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XXVIIIL

THE'CRESTED BLACKBIRD. of tbé
Cape .of Good Hope *.

The crest is not permanent ; it consists of
long mnarrow feathers; which naturally recline
on the top of the head, but which the bird can
bristle at pleasure. = Its colour, and that of the
head and the breast, is a fine black, with vielet
reflections; the fore-side of the neck and breast
have the same wavy gloss on a brown ground.
This brown is spread on all the upper part of
the body, and extends over the neck, the coverts
of the wings, -part of the tail-quills, and even

= CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurDUS CAFER. ~T. nigricans suberistatus, capite nigro- _
violaceo, europygio ventreque albis, erisso rubro.—Lati.
Ind. Orn. i. p. 354. No. 99, =

TurDpUS CAFER.—Gmel. Sust. i. p- 820.

MERULA CRISTATA - CAPITIS .BON]E SPEL—Bris. i,
p- 257.28. t. 20, £.2 ¢

LE MERLE HUPPE’du C,q- BE- B Esp.—Buff. Pl. Enl.
563. f. 1.—Buff: par “Sonn. xiviz; 2p.-145.

Le GOBE-MOUCHE 3 TeTE NoIBE de la Cm\x-:—Sann.
Voy. Ind. ii. p. 267.

CaPE THRUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 72. 92.

HABITAT

ad Caput B. Spei, = : W
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under the body, where it forms a sort of broad
cincture which passes under the belly; but in
all these places it is softened by a whitish co-
lour, which*edges and defines each feather, in
the same way nearly as in the ring ouzel.

The lower coverts of the tail are red, the up-
per white, the abdomen also white, and the bill .
and legs black. The corners where the bill
opens are shaded with long black bristles pro-
jecting forwards. This Blackbird is scarcely
larger than the crested lark. Its wings measure
eleven or twelve inches across, and when closed
do not reach the middle of the tail. The longest
feathers are the fourth and fifth, and the first is
the shortest of all %,

* Levaillant says, that he never met with this species except
in the Namaquas country, where it is rare, and arrives only
in the hottest season of the year. It is therefore a bird pe-
culiar to the burning regions of Africa, rather than the neigh-
bourhood of the Cape,—Oiseauz d’4frigue, No. 107. W,
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XXIX,
THE AMBOYNA BLACKBIRD *.

I allow this.bird to remain in the place as-
signed it by Brisson, though I am not quite
certain whether it really belonos to this genus.
Seba, who first noticed it, tells us that he
ranged it among the nightingales, on account
of the sweetness of its song; it not only chants
its loves in the spring, but erects its long beau-
tiful tail, and bends it in a singular manner over
its back.  All the upper-part of its body is red-
dish-brown, including the tail and the wings,

_except that these are marked with a y’el[ow'
_spot; all the under part of the body is of this
last colour, but the lower surface of the tail-
quills is golden. These are twelve in number,

and regularly diminishing.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurRDUS AMBOINENSsIS. - T. fusco-rubescens, corpore sub-
tus remigibusque mineribas prima medietate flavescentibus,
rectricibus subtus auréx‘s.—-Latb Ind. Orn. i. p. 354.
No. 101

TurDUS Amnomsnsrs -AGmrI Syst. i. p. 820.

MERULA AMBOINENSIS!—Bris. ii. p. 244. 16.

LE MERLE d’AMBOINE.—Buff. par Sonn, xlvi. p, 148.

AMBOINA THRUSH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. 73, 94.

s  HABITAT
ja Amboina, . w.
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XXX,

THE BLACKBIRD of the Isle of Bour-
bon *. =

The size of this bird is nearly ‘that of the
crested lark ; it is seven inches and a half long,
and ecleven and one-third aeross the wings ; its
bill ten or eleven lines, its legs the same, and its
wings reach not to the middle of its tail, which
is three inches and a half long, and consequently
almost half the whole length of the bird.

The top of the head is covered with a sort of
black cap; all the rest of the upper part of the
body, the sma]l coverts of the wings, the whole *©
of the tail and breast, are of an olive ash-colour; -
the rest of the undef part of the body is olive,
verging on yellow, except the middle of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus BorsoNicus. T. cinerso-olivaceus subtus flavi-
cans, vertice nigro, rectricibus fuscis, fasciis duabus satu-
ratioribus.—Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 855. No, 102,

TurDUS BorBONICUS.—Gmel_Syst. i. p. 821,

MERULA BORBONICA.—Bris. il. p. 293. 42. . 24. . 3,

L MERLE de I’IsLE DE BouRBON:—Buff: par Sonn. xlvi.
p- 150. = T

BourBoN THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p;778. 95,

HABITAT .
in insula Borbonica. . S

5
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belly, which is whitish. The great coverts of
theé wings are brown, with some mixture of ru-
fous ; the wing-quills are parted by these two
colours ; the brown being placed within and be-
neath, the rufous before. We must, however,
e'ricept the three middle-quills, which' are en-

_ tirely brown; those of the tail are brown also,
and intersected near their end by two bars of
different shades of brown, but from the same-
ness of the ground-colour they are very indis-
tinct: the bill and legs are yellowish.

XXXIL

-THE DOMINICAN BLACKBIRD of
the Philippines*,

=

ey
The length of the wings is one of the most
Temar kable characters of thxs new species ; they
reach as far as the tail. Their colour, as well

- * CHARACTEE SPECIFICUS.

Turpus DoMinicanus. T. fuscus violaceo-chalybeo va-
riegatus, capite corporeque subtus tusueacente-albls.
—Lath. Tnd. Ora_i. p. 848. No. 72.

TurDUS Domchxus-—Gm«l Syst. i. p. 836.

LE MERLE DoMINIQUAIN des PHiLIpPINEs.—Buf. Pl
Enl. 627. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 152.

Dominican Trusa.—Lath. Syn. iil. p. 58. 65.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis.—6 pollices longus,  W..
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as that of the under side of the body, is brown,
on which appear a few itregular spots of the co-
lour of polished steel, or rather of changing
violet . This brown ground assumes a violet
cast at the origin of the tail, and a greenish at
the end; it is hghter on the side of the neck,
and becomes whitish on the head and all the
lower part of the body. The bill and legs are
light brown.

This bird is scarcely six inches long. Itisa
new species, for which we are indebted to Son-
nerat.

+ These \%iolet spots, irregulaily scattered on the upper
side of the body, have led Daubenton the younger to sup-
pose that this‘; individual was killed at the close of the moult-
ing season, before the true colours of its plumage had
stability.

XXXIL

THE GREEN CAROLINA BLACK-
BIRD *,

Catesby, who observed this bird in its native
region, informs us, that is scarcely larger than
: |
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.
Muscicapa Virinis. M. obscure viridis subtus lutea, su-
perciliis maculaque sub oculis candidis, imo ventre sordide

alho, rectricibus fuscis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. it. p, 482, No. 58.
MuscicAPA VIRIDIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p, 936.
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a lark, and its figure is nearly the same; that it
is extremely shy, and conceals itself dexter-
ousl) ; that it haunts the banks of the large
rivers, two or three hundred miles from the sea,
and flies with its feet extended backwards (as
usual in those of our own birds, whose tails are
very short), and that its song is loud. Tt pro-
bably subsists on the seeds of the pnrple-
flowered nightshade.

All the upper part of the body is of a dull
green, the eye is almost encircled with white,
the lower jaw delicately edged with the same
colour ; the tail brown; the under sides of the
body, except the lower belly, which is whitish,
the bill and the legs, black : the quills of the
wings do not reach much beyond the origin of
the tail.

The total length of the bird is about seven

- imches and a quarter, its tail three, its leg twelve
lines, its bill ten.

MEeRULA ViRIDIs CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 815. 55.

LE MERLE VERT de la CAROLINE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi.
p- 154.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT.—Cales. Car. 1. p. 50.

CHATTERING FLYCATCHER.—drct. Zool, ii. No. 266.—
Lath. Syn. iii. p. 350. 47.

HABITAT

in Carolinw interioribus, circa ripas fluviorum.—7} pollices
longa. W.
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XXXIIL

* [HE TERAT BOULAN, or THE IN.
DIAN BLACKBIRD *.

- The characters of this species are these: The
bill, legs, and toes, are proportionably shorter
than in the others; the tail is tapered, but dif-
ferently from ordinary; the six middle-quills
are of equal lengths, and it is properly the three
lateral quills on each side that are tapered. The
upper part of the body, the neck, the head, and
the tail, are black, the rump cinereous, and the
three lateral feathers on each side tipt with
white. The same white prevails on all the un-
der part of the body and of the tail, on the fore-
side of the meck, and of the throat, and extends
both ways over the eyes; but on each sidea

- CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ORIENTALIS, T. niger, subtus albus, uropygio
cinereo, fascia per oculos nigra, rectricibus nigris, tribus
extimis apice albis—ZLat%. Ind. Orn. i. p. 355. No. 104.

TuRNUS ORIENTALIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 821.

MERULA INDICA.—Bris. ii. p. 248. 19. t. 81. f. 3.

Lt MeRLE des INDES.—Buff. PL Enl. 273. f. 2—Buf. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 156.

AsH-RUMPED THRUsH,—Lath. Syn. iil, p. T4, 97.

HABITAT
#n India. - BEy Ww.
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small black streak rises at the base of ¢the bill,
and seems to pass under* the eye, aid ‘éxtend
beyond it. The great quills of the Wirigs are
blackish, edged half-way with white on the in-
side; the middle quills, and also the great co-
verts, are likewise edged with white, Lut on
the outside, and tlnouOh their whole length, ~*

This bird is rather lal ger than the lark, its
alar extent is ‘ten mches and a half, and its
wings extend a Iittle beyond the middle of its
tail. - Its length, from the paint of the bill to
the end of the tail, is six inches and a half, and
to the end of the mails five and a half; the tail
is two and a half; the bill eight lines and a ha]f
thqleg nine, and the middle toe seven.

S XXXV

THE SAULJALA, ox THE GOLDEN
BLACKBIRD of Madagascar *.

This spec1es which is an inhabitant of the
ancient continent, retains in part the plumage

* CHARACTER SP ECIFICUS.

TuRpUs SAUT-JaLA. T. splendide niger marginibus penna-
rum citrinis, gutture remigibus rectricibusque nigris.—
Lath, Ind. Ora. i. p. 356. No. 105.

Turbus Ni¢ ERRIMUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p*821.

MERULA MADAGASCARIENSIS AUREA.—Bris. ii. p. 247, ;
T8EES 04 if O

" VoL. IIL s =l
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of our blackbirds. Its bill, legs, and nails, are
“ blackish; it has a sort of collar of fine velvet
black, *which passes under the throaty and ex-
tends only a little beyond the eyes ; the quills
of the tail and of the wings, and the plumage
of tha rest of the body, are always black, but
edged with lemon colour, as they are edged
' with grey in the ring ouzel ; so that the shape
of each feather is beautifylly defined on the
contiguous feathers whiclvit covers.

This bird is uearly of the size of the lark ; 1ts
alar extent is nine inches and a half, and its tail
is shorter than in our hlackbirds, in proportion
to the total length of the bird, which is five
inches and three-quarters, and also in propor-
tion to the length of its wings, which stretch
~ almost to two-thirds of its tail. The bill is ten
 lines, the tail sixteen, the legs eleven, and the

middle toe ten.
~

Le Msm.x DoRE'’ de MADAGASCAB,——Buf Pl, Enl. 339,

f. 2.—Buff. por Sona. xlvi. p. 159. -
BLACK-CHEEKED THRUSH.—Latk. Syn ik, p. 75. 98.

HABITAT
jn Madagascaria, ] W,
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XXXV.
THE SURINAM BLACKBIRD*,

We find in this American Blackbird the same
ground colour that predominates in the common
blackbird. It is almost entirely of a shining

- black, but diversified by other tints.  On the
crown of the head is a yellowish fulvous plate;
on the breast are two marks of the same co-
lour, but of a lighter shade; on the rump is a
spot of the same hue; on the wings is a white
line that borders them from their origin to the
‘third joint; and lastly, under the wings 1is
white, which prevails over all the lower eo-
verts: so that in flyingthis bird discovers as -
much white as black. Its legs also are brown,
and its bill only blackish; and also the wing-
quills and alk those of the tail, except the two

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs SURINAMDS. T, ater nitens, vertice uropygio ma-
culaque laterali pectoris luteis.—Lat#. Ind. Orn. i. p. 3586.
No. 107: !

TurDUS SURINAMUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.

MERULA SURINAMENSIS.—Bris. dpp. p. 46. t. 3. f. 1.

LE MERLE de SURINAM.—Buff. par Soan. xlvi, p, 161,

SurINAM THRUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 76. 100, °

HABITAT

in Surinamo, : . W

rfe
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first and the last, which are a yellowish fulvous
colour at their origin, but only in the inside.

The Surinam Blackbird is not larger than a
lark ; its whole length is six inches and a half;
its alar extent nine and a half; its tail three
ficarty ; its bill eight lines, and its legs seven or
eight; lastly, its wings stretch bevond the mld- '
dle of its tail. <

XXXVI.
_THE PALMISTE *.

This bird owes its name to its habits of lodg-
ing and nestling in palm-trees, where it no
doubt gathers its food. Tts bulkis equal to that

¥
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurDUS PALMARUM. T. viridi-olivaceus, subtus subecine-
reus, sincipite genisque nigris maculis ntrinque tribus al-
bis.—ZLath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 356. No. 108.

TurDUs PALMARUM.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 824.—Bris. ii.
p. 301. 47. £. 29. £ 1.

Le PaLmiste.—PlL Enl. 539. f. 1.—Buff. par Sona. xlvi,
p- 163. pl. 96. f. 1.

Pavym Tarvsa,—Latk, Syn. iii. p. 76. 101.

HABITAT
in Cayana,
A. MERULA PALMARUM ATRICAPILLA,— Bris, ii. 303. 48.
t.29. f. 2._Jd. 8vo. i.p. 242.Lath. Syn iii. p. 77. 102
Varia capite toto nigro.: = W.

0
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of the lark ; its length is six inches and a half; -
its alar extent ten and one-third, its tail two and

- half, and its bill ten lines.

What strikes us first in the plumage is a sort
of large black cap, which descends both Ways
lower thzm the ears, and is marked on aeal saat=. -

- with three white spots, uhe vire near the fore-

. Tead, the other above the eye, and the third be-

»7

low it. The neck is ash-coloured behind where

_1tis not covered by this black cap, and white

before, as also the throat. = The breast is cine-
reous, and the rest of the under part of the body
is white-grey. The upper part of the body, in-
cluding the small coverts of the wings, and the
twelve quills of the tail, is of a beautiful olive-
green ; the parts of the wing-quills that appear
are of the same colour, and the rest is brown.
The bill and legs are cinereous. The wings
stretch a little beyond the middle of the tail.
The bird, which Brisson has made another
species of the Palmiste, differs from the pre-
ceding in nothing but that its cap, instead of
being entirely black, has an ash-coloured bar
on the top of the head, and has rather less
white under the body. But in every other re-
spect the resemblance is exact, and not a word
of the description needs to he altered : and as
they inhabit the same country, I do not hesi-

_ tate to conclude that these two individuals be-

long to the same specnes, and I am disposed to
think that the first is the male, and the second

_ the female,
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XXXVIL

THE WHITE - BELLIED VIOLET
BLACKBIRD of Juida *.

The name of this bird contains almost a com-
plete description of its plumage. I need only
add, that the great wing-quills are blackish, that
the bill is of the same colour, and the legs cine-
reous. It is rather smaller than the lark; its
length is about six inches and a half, its alar
extent ten and a half, its tail sixteen lines, its
bill eight, its legs nine. —The wings stretch
three-fourths of the tail.

# CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUS LEUCOGASTER. T. violaceus, abdomine albo, re-
migibus nigricantibus.~—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 848. No. 71.

TurDpUS LEUCOGASTER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 819.

LE MERLE VIOLET a VENTRE Branc de Juipa.—Buff.
PL. Enl. 648. f. 1.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 167.

WarpAH TurUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 58. 64.

HABITAT

in Africa.—6% pollices longus, W,
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XXXVIIL
THE RUFOUS BLACKBIRD of

Cayenne *.

The front and sides of its head, the throat,
and all the fore part of its neck and belly, are
rufous. The top of the head, and all the upper
part of the body, including the superior coverts
of the tail, and the quills of the wings, brown ;
the superior coverts of the wings black, edged
with bright yellow, which is conspicuous on the
ground colour, and terminates each row of these
by a waving line. Thelower coverts of the tail
are white; the tail, the bill, and the legs, are
cinereous.

This bird is smaller than the lark; its total
lengt}f is only six inches and a half. I could

{
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs ROFIFRONS. 'T. fuscus, sincipite lateribus capitis .
corporeque subtus rufis, tectricibus alarum nigris flave
marginatis, cauda cinerea, tectricibus inferioribus albis.—
Lath. Tnd. Orn.i. p. 358. No. 115.

TurDUS RUFIFRONS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 826.

LE MERLE Roux de CAYENNE,—Buff. Pl Enl. 644, f. 1.
—Buyf. par Sona. xlvi. p. 168.

Rurous THRUsH,—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 80. 108,

HABITAT

in Cayana. : w.



440 FOREIGN  BIRDS;RELATED -TO

not measure it across the wings; but these were
certainly not broad, fqrd when closed they did
not reach beyond:thecoverts of the tail. The
bill and the legs are eacl eleven or twelve lines.

—_——
XXX

THE LITTLE RUFOUS-THROATED
 BROWN BLACKBIRD of Cayenne*.

I scarcely need add any thing to this descrip-
tion. . The rufous extends over the neck and
breast; the bill is cinereous-black, and the legs -
greenish-yellow. It is nearly of the size of the
goldfinch; its total length is hardly-five inches,
the bill seven or eight lines, the legs eight or
nine ; and the wings reach beyond the middle
of the tail, which in all is only eighteen lines.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PecroravLis. T.fuseus, collo inferiore pectoreq'ig
rufescente-flavis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p-857. No. 112. :

Lo Perir MERLE BRUN 2 GORGE ROUSSE de CAYENNE,
— Buff. Pl. Enl644. f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 169.

YELLOW-BREASTED THRUSH.—Lath, Sya. iil. p. 78, 105.

. HABITAT.

in Cayand.—6 pollices longus. W.
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;i 1 Kt :
THE OLIVE BLACKBIRD of St
Domingo *.

The upper part of its body is olive, aind the
under grey, mixed confusedly with the same
colour. The inner webs of the tail-quills, of
those of the wings, and of the great coverts of
these, are brown, edged with white or whitish ;
the bill and legs are greyish-brown.

This bird is scarcely larger than the petty-
chaps; its whole length is six inches, its alar
extent eight and three-quarters, its tail two, its
‘bill nine lines, its legs of the same length ; its
wings.reach beyond the middle of its tail, which
consists of twelve equal quills.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus HisraNIoLENsSIS. T.olivaceus, subtus grisescens,

4 remigibus rectricibusque fuseis, extus violaceis.—Lutf.
Iad. Orn. i. p. 356. No. 106. :

Turbus H1spANIOLENsIS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 822,

MERULA OLIVACEA Dommcrz\lsm—-ﬂm ii. 'p. 208, 44.
BT E2

Le MERLE Ouvr de 8t. DomiNGUE.—Buf. Pi. Bal. 273.
f. i.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 170.

Hispaniora TERUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 75, 99.

HABITAT

in S, Dominici ipsula.—6 pollices longus. W.

-
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We may consider the Olive Blackbird of Cay-
enne, P1. Enl..No. 558, as a variety of this; the
only difference is, that the upper part of the
body is of a browner green, and the under of a
lighter grey, the legs are also more blackish.

XLI.

THE OLIVE BLACKBIRD of Bar-
bary. :

Mr. Bruce saw, in Barbary, a Blackbird,
which was larger than the missel; all the upper
part of the body was an olive yellow, the small
coverts of the wings the same colour, witha
tinge of brown, the great coverts and the quills
black, the quills of the tail blackish, tipt with
yellow, and all of equal length ; the under part
of the body of a dirty white, the bill reddish
brown, the legs short and lead-coloured; the
wings reached only to the middle of the.tail. It
resembles much the Barbary throstle already
described, but it has no speckles on its breast;
and besides, there are other differences, which
would lead us to refer them to two distinct

- species.
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‘(LII

THE MOLOXIMA or THE NUN of
Abyssinia *.

Not only is this bird of the same figure and
size with the blackbirds, but like them it inha-
bits the forests, and lives on berries and fruits.
Instinet, or perhaps experience, teaches it to
lodge in trees near the brink of precipices: so
that it is difficult to be shot, and still more to
be found after it has dropped. It is remarkable
for a great black cowl which covers the head
and throat, and descends over the breast like a
pointed stomacher; on this account it has been
called the Nun.” The whole of the upper part
of the body is yellow, more or less inclined to
brown ; the coverts of the wings, and the quills

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MoNacHA. T. fusco-luteus, subtus Jutescens, ca
pite collogue inferiore nigris, —Latl: Ind. Orn. i. p. 357
No. 109.

Tyrpus MoNAcHA.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 824.

L MoLOXIMA, ou LA RELIGIEUSE d’AnISSINIE.—DBuf.
par Sonn. xlvi. p. 174.

NuN THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 77. 102.

HABITAT

in Abyssinia. w.



444 FOREIGN BIRDS RELATED TO

of the tail, are brown, edged with yellow ; the
quills of the wings different shades of blacl,
and edged with light grey or white; all the
under part of the body, and the thighs, light
‘brown ; the legs cinereous, and the bill reddish.

; XLITL |
THE BLACK AND WHITE BLACK-
BIRD of Abyssinia *. ;

Black extends over all theupper part, from
the bill inclusively to the end of the tail, ex-
cepting however the wings, on which we per-
ceive a cross-bar of white, conspicuous on the
dark ground; white predominates in the under
part, and the legs are blackish. This bird is
nearly of the size of the red-wing, but is.
rounder shaped ; the tail is square at the end,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. ’

Turpus EtH10PICUS. - T. niger, corpore subtus fasciaque
_alarum albis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 357. No. 110. g
TURDUS ETHIOPICUS—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 824,
- LE Mrrre NoiR ET Brane d'AByssiNiE.—Buf. par
Somn, xlvi. p. 176.
ErsioPIAN TurusH.—Lath. Syn. iit. p. 78,108, - #

_FFABITAT

in Abyssiuia, w.
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.and the wings so short, that they scarcely reach
beyond its origin.. It sings nearly like the
cuckoos, or rather the wooden clocks that imi-
tate the cuckoos.

. It haunts the thickest woods, and would be
difficult to be discovered,” but for its $ong;
which would seem to shew that it does not seek

safety in concealment, since the same instinct.
~ would enjoin silence, &

This bird feeds on fruits and berries, like the
blackbirds and thrushes *.

* 'This is a common species tlnougwul Southern Africa :
it builds its nest in the thickest bushes, and lays four or five
eggs : the young are born naked, and some hours after are
covered with a reddish down. The female is much smaller
than the male. . w.

=3

XKLLV,

THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of Abys-

sinia *,

The ancients have spoken of an Zthiopian
olive-tree that bore no fruit: this bird feeds on

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ApvssiNtcus. T. fuscus, remigibus caudaque
saturatioribus, gutture fuscescenteﬁ, corpore subtus fulvo.
—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 357. No. 11T,

TURDUS ABYSSINICUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 824.
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the flower of that tree. If it were contented
with that -provision, few would have reason to
complain. But it also eats grapes, and is very
destructive in the season. This Blackbird is
nearly as large as a red-wing ; all the upper part
of the head and of thgbody is brown; the co~
verts of the wings of the same colour ; the quills
of the wings and of the tail deep brown, edged
with a lighter brown; the throat of a light
brown ; all the under part of the body of a fulv-
ous yellow, and the legs black *.

Le Meric Brun d@Asyssizie—Buf. por Sonn. xbi.

p 179,
ABYSSINIAN THRUSH.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 78. 104

HABITAT

in Abyssinia. - -We

» Elegant drawings of the last four species were communi-
cated by M. le Chevalier Bruce (James Bruce, Esq. of Kin-
naird), of whom the author makes very honourable mention,
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THE GRISIN of Cayenne *.

THE top of the head?‘ﬁ:blackis_h, the throat

black ; and this black colour extends from the
_ eyes as far as the lower part of the breast: it
has a sort of white eye-brows, which appear
distinct on the dusky ground, and comnect
the eyes by a white line, which borders the base
of the upper mandible. All the upper part of
the body is cinereous-grey; the tail is deeper,
and terminated with white; its lower coverts
and the belly are also white; the coverts of the
wings are blackish, and their limits accurately
defined by a white border. The quills of the
wings are edged without with light grey, and
tipt with white; the bill is black, and the legs
cinereous.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Svivia GrisgA. S. Cinereo-grisea, subtus fasciaque
per oculos alba, vertice collo inferiore pectoreque nigris,
—Lath. Ind. Ora. ii. p. 532. No. 88.

MorAcIiLLA GRISEA.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 964.

LE GRISIN de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl Enl. 643. f. 1.2.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 291. pl. 98. f. 1.

GRiSLY WARBLER.—Lath. Syn. iv. p. 473, 84.

HABITAT

. in Cayana —4} pollices longus. W.
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This bird is notlarger than a pettychaps; its
length is about four inches and a half] its bill
seven lines, its legs the same, and its wings
reach to the rmddle of 1ts tall whlch is rather
tapered.

In the female, the upper part of the body is
more cinereous than in the male; what is black
in'the latter is only blackish in the former, and
for that reason the edge of the coverts of -the
wings 1s not so pelcepuble on the ground
colour.
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THE VERDIN 'of Cochin Chinse

Tre name of this bird sufficiently marks  its
predominant colour. The green is shaded with
_a'tinge of blue on the fail, on the outer edge -
of the great quills of the wings, and on the
‘small coverts mear the back. . The throatis
velvetl ack, except the two small blue spots
which appear on both sides of the lower mandi-
ble. This black extends behind the corners of
the mouth, and rises on the upper mandible,
where it occupies the space between its base
and the eye, and below it is surrounded by a
sort of yellow high cape that falls on the
breast; the belly is' green, the bill black, and
the legs blackish. This bird is nearly of the size
of the goldfinch. I could not measure its length,

e ‘CHARA CTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CocHINCHINENSsIS, T, viridis, loris gulaque nigris,
sub gula lunula lata flava, ad basin rostri utrinque macula®
ceerulea.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 357. No. 113.

-~ TurbpUs COCHINCHINENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 825.

Le VERDIN de la CocHINCHINE.—Bujf. Pl Enl. 643. 1. 8.
—Buff. par Soan. xlvi. p. 298.

BLACK-CHINNED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iil. p. 79. 106.

HABITAT
in Cochin-china. = : Ww.
VOL. IIL Gg
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because the tail was not fully grown when the
bird was killed. ‘ :

The bill is ten lines in length, and appears
shaped like that of the blackbirds, its edges
being scalloped near the point. This little
blackbird is certainly anative of Cochin China,
for it was found in the same box with the

musk animal, sent directly from that country *

# fonnini says, that among the birds which Sonnerat
prought from India there were some which resembled this
species so strongly, that he suspects it is not confined to
(achin China. : W,




(451 )

THE AZURIN *.

Turs bird is undoubtedly not a blackbird,
for it has neither the appearance nor the shape
of one. However, there is some resemblance
in the form of the bill, the legs, &c. It has
been called the Guiana Blackbird. 1 wait till
travellers, ardent in the pursuit of Natural His-
" tory, make us acquainted with its true name,
and, above all, with its habits. To judge from
the little that is known of it, that is, from its
external appearance, T should range it between
the jays and the blackbirds. :

Three broad bars of fine velvet black, parted
by twe bars of orange-yellow, cover entirely

B

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

TurDUS CYANURUs. T. rufo-fuscus, subtus flavus, abdo-
mine ceeruleo fasciato, pileo lateribusque colli striga longi-
tudinali nigris, fascia pectorali caudaque ceeruleis.—Lath.
Ind. Ora. i. p. 361. No. 128. .

Turpus CyANuvRUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 828.

L’AzuriN.—Buff. par Sonn. xIvi. p. 295. pl. 99, f.d.

LE MERLE de la GUIANE.—PL Enl. 355.

Brue-raiLep Tarvusa.—Lath. Syn. iil. p, 88. 121

HABITAT

in Guiana.—8} pollices longus.
cg 2



452 THE AZURIN.

the upper part and the sides of the head and
of the neck. The throat is pure yellow, the
bieast decorated with a large blue plate; all
the rest of the lower part of the body, includ-
ing the inferior coverts of the tail, is radiated
transversely with these last two colours, and
-the blue appears alone on the quills of the tail,
‘which are tapered. The upper part of the body
from the origin of the neck, and the nearest co-
~ verts of the wings, are of a reddish brown; the
most remote coverts are black, as are also the
wing-quills : but some of the first have besides a
white spot, whence rises a stripe of the same
colour deeply indented, and which runs almost
parallel to the margin of the closed wing. The
bill and legs are brown.

This bird is rather larger than a blackbird ;
its whole length is eight inches and a half; its
tail is two and a half, its bill twelve lines, and

" jts legs cighteen. The wings, when closed,
reach almost to the middle of the tail
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THE SHORT TAIL*.

- Narure has established imp(i)rtant‘distiilc-
tions between these birds and the blackbirds :
.and I therefore'do not hesitate to range them
separately. The shortness of the tail, the
thickness of the hill, and the length of the legs,
are characteristic features ;: and these must in-
volve other differences in their port, their
habits, and perhaps in their dispositions.

We are acquainted with only four birds of
this species ; I say species, for the resemblance
in the plumage is so exact, that they must be
regarded as varieties only of a common stem.
In all of them the neck, the head, the tail, are

black or partly black; the upper part of the

body is green of various intensity; the superior
coverts of the wings and tail are of a fine beryl
colour, with a whlte or whitish spot on the
great quills of the wing ; lastly, in all, except
 that of the Phlhppmes, che lower part of the
body i3 yellow.

= * Les Breve‘s.—B:gfz

A
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- I. THE SHORT - TAIL PHILIPPINE*
Its head and neck are covered,with a sort of
cowl entirely black, the tail of the same co-
lour; the under part of the body, including
the coverts and the small quills of the wings
nearest the back, of a deep green ; the breast :
and the top of the belly of a lighter green ; the
lower belly and the coverts of the tail of a rose
colour ; the great quills of the wings black at
their origin and at their extremity, and marked
with a white spot between the two; the bill
vellowish brown, and the legs orange.

" The whole length of the bird is only six
inches and a quarter, because of its short tail;
but it is more than eight inches, when measur-
ed from the point of its bill to the end of its
feet. It is mearly as large as the common
blackbird; its wings are twelve inches across,
and reach beyond the tail, which is only twelve
lines long; the legs are eighteen.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BRACHYURUS. C. viridis, capite collogue nigris,
uropygio tectricibusque alarum cceruleo-viridibus, caudz
inferioris roseis, rectricibus nigris.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i
p- 166. No. 43. Var. 2.

MERULA VIRIDIS ATRICAPILLA MOLUCCENsIs.—Bris. iL.
p-819.57.¢.32 £ 2.

LA BREVE des PHILIPPINES. —Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 4889,

Lt MERLE des PurLippINes,—PL Enl. 89.

SHORT-TAILED CROW.— Lath. Syn. i. p. 398. A.

HABITAT 5

in Moluceis. = W.
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1I. The SHORT TAIL which Edwards has

T figured, pl. 824, by the name of Shors-tailed

Pic of the East Indies®. 1Its head is not ens
tirely black; it has only three bars of that
colour rising from the base of the bill, the one
stretching over the top of the head and behind
the neck, and each of the others’ passing under
the eye, and descending on the sides of the
neck,  'The last two bars- are parted from the
middle one by another bar, which is divided
lengthwise, by yellow and white; the yellow
being contiguous to this middle bar and the
whlte contiguous to the black lateral bar. Also,
the under part of its tail and the lower belly
are rose-coloured, like the precedmg, but all
the rest of the under part of the body is yellow,
the throat white, and the tail edged with
green at the end. It was brought from: the
island of Ceylon.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BracuyuRus. C, viridis, subtus lutescens, capite
* colloque nigris aurantio alboque lineatis, remigibus rectri-

cibusque nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 167. No. 43.
Var. y. : g

LA BREVE de CEILAN.—Blgf. par Sonn. xlvi. p, 301,

MADRAS JAY.—Razi Syn. p. 195. 12, t. 1. £, 10.

Brnear QuaiL,—d4ib. i. t. 31

SHORT-TAILED PIiE—Edw. t. 824.—Latk, Syn.i. p. 39%

<81 B,

MABITAT =

in Zeylons. W.
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. IIE. The'SHORT TAIL of Bengal *. - Fike
the first it has the head and neck covered with
a black cowl, -but-on this two large orange-co-
loured eye-brows are distinctly defined : all the.
under part of the body is yellow, and what was-
black in the great quills of the wing in the two.
preceding birds, is in this of a deep green, like
the back. This bird is somewhat larger than
the first, and of the size of an ordinary black-

bird. -
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BRacHYURUS. = C. viridis, subtus lineisque capitis

- fulvescentibus, alis macula alba.—La¢k. Ind. Orn. i. p. 166.
Ne. 43. :

CoRvUS BRACHYURUS.—Gmel. Syst.i.p. 375.

MeruULA VIRIDIS MOLUCCENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 316. 56.
£ 925 1 _

LA BrEVE de BENGALE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 303. -

LE MERLE de BENGALE.—P/. Enl. 258.

SHORT-TAILED CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 898. 37.

HABITAT

in Moluceis, aliisque imsulis oceani indici.—6-7 . pollices
longus. 2
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IV. The SHORT TAIL of Madagascar ¥,
The plumage of its head is also different from
what we have just seen; the crown is of a
blackish brown, which assumes a little yellow
behind and on the sides; the rest is bounded
by a half collar, which is black, and encircles
the neck behind at its origin ; and by two bars
of the same colour, which, rising from the ex-
tremity of this half collar, pass under the eyes,”
and terminate at the base of both mandibles;
the tail bordered at the end with a beryl colour;
the wings are like those of the first; the throat
is mottled with white and yellow, and the
under part of the body is of a colour between
yellow and brown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

Corvus BRACHYURUS.- C. viridis, subtus lutescens, capite..
nigricante-fusco, nucha flavescente, lunula cervicis fascia-
que sub oculis bifida nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i..p. 167.
No. 43. Var. 3.

La BREVE de MADAGASCAR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 506.

LE MERLE des MoLUQUES.—PL Enl. 267.—Lath. Syn. i.

- p- 395. C. : W.
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THE MAINATE of the East Indies * {.

Tue- slightest comparison will convinee us,
that this bird ought to be removed from the

* GRACULA.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum convexo-cultratum, basi nudiusculum.
- Lingua integra, acutinscula, carnosa.
_ Pedes ambulatorii.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Gracvra Reuterosa. G nigro - violacea, macula alarury

~ alba, fascia occipitis tuda flava.— Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 189
No. 1. i

GracuLa Revicrosa—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 895. -

SrurNus Inpicus BoxTii—Raii Syn. p. 68. 2.~Will.
p- 145. t. 38. : :

Corvus JAVANENsis.—Osh. It. p. 102—1d. (ed. Angl)
1. p. 167,

MarNarus.—Bris. il. p. 305. 49. t. 28. f, 2.

LE MAINATE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 268.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi.
p- 312. pl. 100. f. 2.

BonTIvs's INDIAN STARE.—TVill. (ed. Angl.) p. 196.

Minor GRAKLE—Edw. t. 17.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 454, 1.
—1d. Sup. p. 90.

HABITAT

in India, insulisque oceani indici.—103 pollices longus. w.
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blackbirds, thrushes, stares, and Jjackdaws,
with which it has been hastily ranged, and
classed with the Goulin* of the Philippines,
and especially with the Martin{, which belong
to the same country, and have likewise naked
spots on the head. This bird is scarcely larger.
than a common blackbird ; its plumage is en-
tirely black, but more glossy on the upper part
of the body, the throat, the wings, and the
tail, and has green and violet reflexions.
What is most remarkable in the bird, is a dou-
ble yellow comb, irregularly jagged, which
rises on each side of the head, behind the eye;
the two parts recline and approach each otﬂer,
and on the back' of the head they are parted
only by a bar of long narrow feathers, which
begins at the base of the bill; the other fea-
thers on the crown of the head form a sort of
black velvet. The tail, which is eighteen lines
long, is yellow, but receives a reddish tinge
near the tail ; lastly, the legs are of an orange
yellow. The tail of this bird is shorter, and
the wings longer, than in the common black-
bird ; these extend within half an inch of the
end of the tail, and measure eighteen or

+ 1t is the Indian Stare of Bontius, the Corvus Javanensis of
Osbeck, and seems to be the Merula Persica of Camel,
(Philos. Transac. No. 285.) This last author says, that « it
is a sonorous and chattering bird, black, but naked about
the eyes like the Illing, but lessso.” A few lines below this,
Liling is written T¢ing, which is our Goulin.

* Bald Grakle.—Lath. 1 Paradise Grakle.—Latk.
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twenty inches across. The tail consists of
twelve guills, and of those of the wing, the
first is the shortest, and the third the longest.
Such is the Mainate, No. 268, Pl Enl—
But we must own that this species is subject to
great variety, both in its plumage, in its size,
and in the double comb which characterises it.
Before entering into detail, I shall mention
that the Mainate has great talents for whistling,
chanting, and even speaking; that -its pro-
nunciation is more free than that of the parrot;
that it has been called by distinction the Speak-
-ing Bird, and that its garrulity becomes trou-
blesome *. : =

# It is found in China, in several parts of India, in the
islands of the Indian Ocean, in Sumatra, "&e.: it feeds prin-
cipally on fruits, and also eats insects. Its talent for imita-
tion is very great, and it retains those sounds which it has
once acquired for a considerable time. Mauduyt saw one
which in its voyage from Pondicherry had learned to imitate
the noise made by the pullies in working the ship, and

continued fo repeat the same for more than a year afterwards..
W
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VARIETIES OF THE MAINATE.

I. The MAINATE of Brisson. It differs
from ours, because it has on the middle of the
first quills of the wing a white spot which does
not appear in the coloured figure; whether
thatit did not exist in the subject, or eseaped
the designer: we may observe that the edge of
the first quills is black, even where the white
spot crosses them.

II. The MAINATE of Bontius. Its plum-
age is blue of many tints, and consequently
somewhat different from that of ours, which is
black, with reflexions of Dblue, green, violet,
&c. Another remarkable difference is, that
this blue ground was strewed with specks, like
those of ‘the stare, in point of shape and ar-
rangement, but different with 1ega1 “to colour;
for Bontlus subjoins that they at{ ‘tinereous-

grey.

III. The LTFTLE MAINATE of Edwards.
It has the white spot of Brisson’s on its wings;
but what distinguishes it sufficiently is, that the
two crests uniting behind the occiput, forma
half crown, wluch stretches from one cye to
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the other. Edwards dissected one, which was
a female; and not\vit_hstanding the dispropor-
~ tion in point of size, he leaves it to be decided,
whether it was not a female of the following :

1V. The GREAT MAINATE of Edwards *.
Its crest is the same as in the preceding, and
it differs from that only in size, and in slight
variations of colour. It is nearly the bulk of
the jay, and consequently double the preced-
ing, and the yellow of the bill and legs has no
reddish tinge.—We are nat informed whether
the crest of all these Mainates is subject to -
change of colour, according to the different
seasons of the year, and- the various passions
by which they are actuated.

* Gracula Religiosa, var. Lin. and Gmel. The Greater
Minor.—Edw. and Lath.
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THE GOULIN ¥y,

THERE are two specimens of this species in
the royal cabinet. In both, the upper part of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

GracuLA CALva. G, subcinerea, subtus fusco-grisea,
capite utrinque nudo, pectore remigibus rectricibusque
fusco-nigricantibus.—Lath. Tnd, Orn. i. p. 189. No. 2.

GRACULA CALVA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 396.

MErULA CaLva PHILIPPENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 280, 36.
t26; f.2.

LE MERLE CHAUVE des PHILIPPINES.—PI, Enl. 200.

LE GouLIN.—Buf., par Sous. xlvi. p. 320. pl. 101. f. 1.

ITING, TABADURU, vel GULIN, (Palalace species). Phil.
Trans. xxiii, p. 1397. 43,

BALD GRAKLE.—Lath, Syn. ii, p. 457. 2.

HABITAT
in Philippinis insulis,—10 pollices longus. w.

+ Camel, in the Philosophical Transactions for 1703, says,
that the Goulin is knownin the Philippine islands by the names
of Tting, Illing, and Tabadura. He adds, that it is a species
of Palalaca, which is a great wood-pecker. In this last as-
gertion he is perhaps mistaken; but there is little doubt that
his Gulin or Goulin is the bird now under consideration.
His description is as follows :— It is of the buik of the
stare; its bill, its wings, its tail, and its legs, are black
the rest suvery, the head is naked, except a line of black
feathers that runs on the crown. It sings and chatters
meh')l =
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the body is of a light silver-grey, the tail and
wings darker, each eye encircled by a bit of
skin entirely bare, and forming an irregular
ellipse, inclined on its side, -the eye being the
inner focus : lastly, on the crown of the head
is a line of blackish feathers, which runs be-
tween these two skins ; but one of these birds
is much larger than the other. The largest is
nearly of the bulk of the common blackbird ;
the under part of its body is brown, varied
with some white spots, the naked skin which
surrounds the eyes flesh-coloured, the bill, the
legs, and the nails, black. In the smaller, the
under part of the body is of a yellowish brown;
the bald parts of the head yellow, and also the
legs, the nails, and the anterior part of the bill.
Poivre informs us, that this naked skin, some-
“times yellow, sometimes flesh-coloured, which
surrounds the eyes, is painted withabrightorange
when the bird is angry ; and this must probably
happen likewise in the spring, when the bird burns
with a passion as impetuous but more gentle. I
retain the name of Goulin, which it receives in
the Philippines, because it is distinguished from
the blackbird not only by the bald part on its
‘head, but by the shapeand thickness of its bill.

Sonnerat has brought from the Philippines a
bald bird, which resembles much the one
figured No. 200, Pl Enl but differs in the
‘size and plutnage. Itis nearly a footin length;
the two bits of naked skin which encircle the
eyes are flesh-coloured, and parted from the
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crown of the head by a line of black feathers,
which runs between them. All the other fea-
thers which surround this naked skin are also
of fine black; and so is the under part of the
body, the wings, and the tail: the upper part
- of the body is grey, but this colour is lighter on
the rump and neck, deeper on the back and the
loins. The bill is blackish ; the wings very
short, and scarcely extend beyond the origin of
the tail. If the two bald blackbirds in the
Royal Cabinet belong to the same species, we
must regard the larger as a young subject,
which had not attained its full growth, or re-
ceived its true colours, and the smaller as one
still younger. !

These birds commonly nestle in the holes of
trees, especially on the cocoa-nut tree ; they live
on fruits, and are very voracious, which has
given rise to the vulgar notion, that they have
only one intestine, which extends straight from
the orifice of the stomach to the anus.

YOL, IIl. ah
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THE PARADISE GRAKLE*

3

Turs bird feeds upon insects, and the havoc
which it makes is the more considerable, as
it has a gluttonous appetite : the various sorts
of flies and caterpillars are its prey. Like the
carrion crows and magpies, it hovers about
the horses, the oxen, and the hogs, in search
of the vermin which often torment these ani--
mals to such a degree as to exhaust them, and
even occasion death. The patient quadrupeds
are glad to get 1id of these; and suffer, with-
out molestatxon, often ten or twe]v Paradise

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

GracuLA Tristis. G. castaneo fusca, capite collogue
fuscis, area pone oculos triangulari nuda, macula remigum
rectricibusque lateralibus apice albis.—Lack. Ind. Orn. i.
p- 190. No 3.

PARADISEA TRISTIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 401.

MERULA PHILIPPENSES,—DBris. ii. p. 278.385. t. 26. f. 1.

LE MARTIN.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 3%37. pl. 101. £, 2.

LE MERLE des PHILIPPINES.—P/. Enl. 219.

PARADISE GRAKLE.—Lath. Syn. ii, p. 458. 3.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis,—9% pollices longus, W
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Grakles to perch on their back at once : but the -
sntruders are not content with this induleence:
the skin need not be laid bare by some \:/:ou"nd:
for the birdswill peck through with their bill into
theraw flesh, and do moze inj ury than thé vermin
which they extract. They méy indeed be con-
sidered as carnivorous birds, whose prudence
directs them to attack openly none but the weak
and the feeble. A young one was known to
seize a rat 't\\:o inches leng, exclusive of thé-
tail, dash it répeatedly against the board of
its cage, break the bones, and reduce every
limb to a pliancy: suited to its views; and then
lay hold of it by the head, awd almost in an
instant swallow it entire.. It rested about a
quarter of an hour to digest it, its wings droop-
ing, and its air languid ; but, after that inter-
val, it ran with its usual cheerfulness, and about
an hour afterwards, having found another rat,
it swallowed that as it did the first, and with
as little inconvenience. -

"This bird is also very fond of grasshoppers ;
and as it destroys immense quantities, it is a
valuable guest in countries cursed with these
fiélisects, and it merits to have its history inter-
woven with that of man. It is found in India
and the Philippines, and probably in the iuter-
mediate islands; but it has long been unknown
in that of Bourbon. Not above twenty years
ago, Desforges—Boucher, governor—genera], and
Poivre, the intendant, perceiving this island

! mh?
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desolated by grasshoppers®, dcliberated seri-
ously about the means of extirpating these in-
sects; and for that purpose brought several
pairs of Paradise Gralles from India, with the
view to multiply them, and oppose them as
auxiliaries to their formidable enemies. This.
plan promised to succeed ; when unfortunately
some of the colonists, noticing these birds
eagerly boring in the new-sown ﬁe}ds, fancied:
that they were searching for grain, were in-
stantly alarmed, and reported through the
whole island that the Paradise Grakle was
pernicious.  The cause was considered in form:
in defence of the birds it was urged,.that they
raked in new-ploughed grounds, not for the
grain, but on account of the insects, and were
so far beneficial. - However, they were pro-
scribed by the council, and two hours-after the
sentence was passed, not one was to be found
in the island. This prompt execution was fol-
lowed by a .speedy repentance. The grass-
hoppers gained an ascendency, and the peo-
ple, who only view the present, regretted the:
loss of the Paradise Grakles. De Morave, con-
sulting the inclinations of the settlers, pro-
cured four of these birds eight years after their
proscription. They were received: with trans-
ports of joy. Their preservation and breeding

* These grasshoppers had been introduced from Mada-
gascar, their eggs being conveyed in jhe soil with some
plants,
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were made a state affair; the laws held out to
them protection, and the physicians on their
part declared that their flesh was unwholesome.
Aft_fir so many and so powerful expedients, the
desired effect was produced; the Paradise
Gr:&kles multiplied, and the grasshoppers were
entirely extirpated. But an opposite incon-
venience has arisen; the birds, supported no
lfonger by insccts, have had recourse to fruits,
and have fed on the mulberries, grapes, and
dates. They have even scraped up the grains
of wheat, rice, maize, and beans; they have
rifled the pigeon-houses, and preyed on the
voung; and thus, after frecing the settlers
from the gras‘shoppers,they have themselves be-
come a more dreadful scdurge"". Their rapid mul-
tiplication renders it difficult to stop their pro-
gress ; unless perhaps a body of more powerful
rapacious birds were employed against them; a
plan which would soon be attended with other
difficulties. The great secret would be to
maintain a certain number of Paradise Grakles,
and, at the same time, to contrive to restrain
their farther multiplication. Perhaps an atten-
tive ochservation of the nature and instincts of
grasshoppers would suggest a method of 'get-.
ting rid of them, without having recourse to
such expensive auxiliaries.

* They are still more pernicious, as they devogr the use-
ful insects, particularly that called the Lilt{e Lion, which
preys upon the woolly lice that so much injure the coffee-
shrubs.
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These birds are not timorous, and are little
disturhed by’ the report of a musket. They
commonly take possession of certain trees, or
even certain rows of trees, often very mear
hamlets, to pass the night. They alight in
an evening in such immense bodies, that the
branches are entirely covered with them, and
theleaves concealed. When thusassembled, they

I begin to chatter together, and their noisy

/:L«:iéw is exceedingly troublesome to their.
neiglibours.  Yet their natural song 1s pleasant,

_varied, and extemsive. In the morning they
disperse into the ficlds, either in small flocks,
or in pairs, according to the season.

They have two hatehes in suBcession every
year, the first being in the middle of spring.
"These turn out well, unless the season be rainy.
Their nests are very rude, and they- take no
precaution to prevent the wet from penetrat-
ing. They fasten them in the leaves of the
palm or other trees, and whenever an oppor-
,tunity presents, they prefer a hay-loft. These
‘birds are warmly attached to their young.
When their nests are about to be robbed, they
flutter round, and utter a sort of croaking,
-which indicates theit rage, and dart upon the
plunderer, Nor do their fruitless exertions ex-
tinguish their affection; they follow their
brood, which, if set in a window or open
“place, the parents will carefully: supply with
food ; nor will they in the least be deterred by
anxiety for their own safety. "‘
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The ydung Paradise Grakles are quickly
trained, and easily learn to prattle. If kept in
the poultry-yard, they spontaneously mimic the
cries of all the domestic animals, hens, -cocks,
geese, dogs, sheep, &c. and their chattering is
accompamcd with certain accents and ﬂesturcs,
which are full of prettinesses.

These birds are rather larger than the black-
birds ; their bill and legs are yellow as in these,
but longer, and the tail shorter. The head and
neck are blackish ; behind the eye is a naked
reddish skin, of a triangular shape, the lower
part of the breast, and \:‘N\l the upper part of the
body, including the coveits of the wings and of
the tail, of a chesnut brown ; the belly white,
the twelve quills of the tail, and the middle
quills of the wings, brown; the large ones
blackish, from the tip to the middle, and
~ thence to their origin white; which produces
an oblong spot of that colour near the edge of
each wing when it is closed; and in this situa-
tion the wings extend to two-thirds of the tail.

It is scqrcelv pOSSIble to distinguish the
- female from the male, by the e\temal appear-
ance™®.

* = The principal facts in the history of this bird were com-
municated by MM. Sonnerat and de la Nux, correspondents
of the cabinet of Natural History. -
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THE CHATTERER *+.

Tais bird is distinguished from all others
by the small red appendices which terminate

% AMPELIS. 9
CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum rectum, convexum, subincurvatum, . utringue
emarginatum,

Nures pennis obtecta.

D, rrm;s exterior medio basi connexus.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.
| :

AnpPELIS GARRULUS. A. occipite- eristato, remigibus

secundariis apice membranaceo colorato —Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 363. No. 1.

AMPELIS GARRULUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 838.

GARRULUS BOREMICUs.—Raii Syn. p. 85. A.—Will.
p- 90. t. 20.

BoMBYCILLA BOHEMICA.—Bris, ii. p. 333. 63.

L JAsEUR.—PL Enl. 261.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 352.
pl102 £ 1.

S1Lx TArL,—Raii Syn. p. 85. A—~P&d Trans. xv. p 1165,
10 ;

ROHEMIAN - CHATTERER.—Br. Zool. i. No. 112. t. 48.°

i ~—Lath, Syn. i, p. 91. 1.—Bew. Birds, . p. 87. :

HABITAT

in Europa, boreali Asia; apud nos in Anglia rarivs, ~ W.



(784

- T ey

=

THIE CHATTERER ,

\



THE CHATTERER. 473

‘most of the middle-quills of the wings ; these
appendices are nothing but the projection of
the shafts beyond the webs, which as the

spread extend into the shape of a pallet, and as-
sume a red colour. Sometimes as many have
been reckoned as eight appéndices on each
side; some assert that the males hive seven,
and the females five; others that the females
~ have none at all*. For my own part, I have
seen specimens which had seven in the one
wing and five in the other; others which had

« 1 In Aristotle, (lib. ix. 16.) I'iagzrcc, which signifies a sort
of mattress or pillow, alluding to the silky feathers of the
Chatterer, Aldrovandus gives it the name Ampelis, from not
the best authority, that of the poet Callimachus. This
word, dmpelis, was besides applied to other small birds,
such as the Beccafico, which, like the Chatterer, feeds upon
grapes (Apwenos denotes a vine ). Some have reckoned it im-
properly the Merops of Aristotle, which is the Beeeater -
others have taken it for the Avis Incendiaria of the ancients,
or the bird of the Hercynian forest, meutioned by Pliny ;
though its feathers do not cast fire at night, as alleged of
that bird, unless this was a metaphorical allusion to the co-
lour of the Chatterer's eyes, and the tears on its wings. This
bird has also been called 4uis Buhemica, Adepeilus, Pteroclia,
Fullo, Gallulus-Sylvestris, Zinzirella, which last is formed’
from its ery zi, 27, ri; and the German name Zinzerelle has
the same derivation. In that language it is also termed
Boehmer, Boeheimle, Boehmische-Drostel, ifuuben-Drostel (hood-
thrush), Pest-Fogel (noxious bird), Krieg-Fogel (war bird),
Wipstertz, Sede-Schwantz (silk tail), Schnee-Lesche - (snow-
quencher), Schice - Vogel: in Swedish, Siden - Swantz: in
Italian, Beccofrisone, Galletto. del Bosco: in Bohemian,
Brkostaw ;" in Polish, Jedwabnicska, Jemiolucha.
* Edwards,* 4
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only threc; and others which had none; and
at the same time exhibited other differences in
the plumage. Lastly, I have observed these
appendices sometimes parted Tlongitudinally
_into two branches mnearly equal, instead of
forming as usual the little pallets of a single
piece.

Linnwus has, with great propriety, separated
this bird from the thrushes and blackbirds ;
observing, besides the small red appendices
which distinguish it, that its proportions are
different, its bill shorter, more hooked, and
armed with a double tooth or scallop, which
appears near the ends of both mandibles *. But
it is not easy to conceive why he should range
it with the shrikes, while he admits that it
feeds on berries, and is by no means carnivor-
ous. There is indeed a considerable resem-
blance between these and the shrikes and red-
backs, in the disposition of the colours, par-
ticularly on the head, in the shape of the bill,-
&e.: but the difference of instinct is. more
important, and ought to preclude their associ-
ation.

It is not easy to determine the native climate
of this bird. We should be much deceived, if

# Dr. Lister asserts that he observed, in one of these birds,
that the edges of the upper mandible were not notched near
the tip ; this may be regarded as an individual variety : but
the remark corrected a mistake of the doctor’s, who had, like
Linneunst, classed the Chatterer with the shrikes,

% In the Founa Suecica, the Chatterer is termed Lanius Garrulus. T
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from the mames of Bohemian Jay, Bohemian
Chatterer, &c. we inferred with Gesuer, Bris-
son, and others, that Bohemia is its principal
a‘Ejocle. It 0‘1.11y =):nigrates tl]it.llel'? as into many
other countries *. In Austria, it is conceived
to be a native of Bohemia and of Stiria, be-
cause. it enters by the frontiers of these regions;
but in Bohemia it might be called the bird of
Sax_on_y, and in Saxony the bird of Denmark,
or of other countries on the shores of the
Baltic. The English traders assured Dr. Lister,
that for near a century past the Chatterers were
very common in Prussia. Rzaczynski tells us,
that they visit Great and Little Poland and
Lithuania. Reaumur was informed from Dres-
den, that they breed in the neighbourhood of *
Petersburgh. Linnzus mentions, seemiﬁg]y
on good authority, that they spend the sum-
mer, and consequently breed, in the countries
beyond Sweden ; but his correspondents did
not communicate the detail of cirenmstances.
Lastly, Strahlemberg told Frisch that they are
found in Tartary in the holes of the rocks, and
no doubt they must build their nests in these,
But whatever be the country which the Chat-
terers choose for their residence, where they
enjoy the sweets of existence, and transmit
them to new generations, it is certain that they
are not sedentary, but malke their excursions

+ Frisch,
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over all Europe. They sometimes appear in
the north of Fngland ¥, in Fraucef, Italyf,
and no doubt in Spain; but this last is conjec-
tural, for we must own that the natural history
of this -charming country, so rich and so con-
tiouous, inhabited by a people so renowned; is
not hetter known to us than that of California,
or of Japan §. : =

‘The migrations of the Chatterers are in every
country pretty regular with regard: to the sea-
son ; but if these be annual, as Aldrovandus -
was told, the birds by no means pursue con-
stantly the same route. The young Prince
Adam d’Aversperg, chamberlain of their im-
perial majesties, and one of the lords of Bo-
hemia, who possesses the most extensive chase-
grounds, and makes the noblest use of them,
since he aims at the progress of Natural History,
informs us, in a memoir addressed to the

# The subject figured and described in the British Zoology
was killed on Flamborough -moor, Yorkshire. ‘The two
which Dr. Lister saw were killed near the city of York.
See Philosophical Transictions, No. 173, Art 8. -

“ { A few years since a Chaiterer was killed at Marcilly
“near the Ferté-Lowendhal; and lately four were taken at
Beauce in the heart of winter, which had taken shelter ina
 pigeon-honse. —SALERNE.

* I Aldrevandus.

§ Bowles’ Natural History of Spain has been since pub-

“lisked. T :

* Gesner says, that he never saw the Chatterer, and that it
is almost every where very rare, We may at least concludg
that it is rare in Switzerland. = =
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Count de¢ Buffon®; thi: this bird flits every
three or four years | from the mountains, of
Bohemia and Stiria, into Austria, in the begin-
ning of the autumn; that it returns about the
end of that season ; and that, even in Boliemia,-
not one is seen during the winter. However, :
it is said, in Silesia, the winter is the time
when these birds are found on mountains.
Those which have strayed into France and
England appeared in the depth of the winter,
but always in small numbers: a circumstance’
whichwould shew that they wereparted 1.om the
great body by some accident, and too much
fatigued, or too young, to recover their route.
We might also infer, that France, England,
and even Sweden, are not situated in the
course of the principal migration; but we can-
not draw the same conclusion with regard to
Ftaly, for immense numbers of these birds have
there been several times observed to arrive.
This was particularly the case in 1571, in the
month of December; at that time it was. not
wncommon to see flocksof an hundred or more,
and forty were often caught at once. The
same event took place in February 15303,

* This prince sent with his memoir a stuffed Chatterer
- from his collection, and presented it to the royal cabinet.

T Others say every five years, and others every seven years..
~—GESNER. = = ;
T As Italy is \ivarmer than Germany, they might appear
there later, and I doubt not but in more northern countries

they remain a great part of the winter in years when it is not
Ztigorous.
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when Charles V. caused himself to be crowned
at Bologna ; for in countries where these birds
appear at distant intervals, their visits form an
epoch in political history, especially since, when
they are very numerous, they announce to the
frightened imaginations of the people war and
pestilence.  From these calamities we must,
however,~ cxcept that of earthquakes; for in
1551, when the Chatterers again appeared, it
was observed that they spread through Modena,
Placentia, and almost all pal‘té of Italy* but
constantly avoided Ferrara, as if they had a
presentiment of the carthquake which happened
soon after, and dispersed even the birds of that
country.

We cannot well assign the cause that deter-
mines these birds to leave their ordinary resid- -
ence, and to roam into distant climes. It is
not excessive cold; for they are embodied for.
their expedition as early as the beginning of
autumn ; and besides, their migration is only
occasional, happening once in three or four
years; or only after six or seven years, and
their numerous host often darkens the heavenst.
Are we to ascribe these migrations to their pro-
digious multiplication ; like the locusts, and
those rats of the north called lemings ; and, as
has happened to the human species, when they
were less civilised, and consequently stronger,
and more independent of the equilibrium which

* Aldrovandus. + Gesner,
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at length establishes itself between all the
powers of nature? Orare the Chatterers com-
pelled repeatedly by local scarcity to quit their
.abodes, and seek subsistence in other climates?
It is said that they penetrate far into the arctic
regions ; and this is confirmed by Count Strah-

lenberg, who, as we have already notlced saw
them in Tartary.

When the Chatterer resides in wine countnes,
it seems fondest of grapes; whence Aldrovan-
dus® calls it Ampelis, or Vine Bird. Next to
these, it feeds upon the berries of privet, of
bramble, of juniper, of laurel ; upon almonds,
apples, sorbs, wild gooseberries, figs, and, in
general, upon melting juicy fruits. The one
which Aldrovandus kept near three months,
_ would not eat ivy-berries or raw flesh till driven
to extremity, and never touched grain. That
_which they- tried to breed in the menagerie at
Vienna was fed upon crumbs of white bread,
‘mashed carrots, bruised hempseed, and juniper
berries, which it preferred*; but, in spite of all
the care which was taken, it lived only five or
six days. Not that the Chatterer is difficult to
tame, but that-a bird, which has roamed at
will, and been accustomed to provide its own
subsistence, thrives always best in the stite of
liberty. Reaumur remarks, that the Chatterers.
love cleanliness, and when confined they con-

# Memoir of the Prince d’Aversperg.
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stantly void their excrements in the same
spot*. : = . .

These birds are entirely of a social disposi-
tion ; they commonly fly in flocks, and some-
times form immense bodies. Besides this gene-
ral amicable turn, and independent of their at-
tachment to the females, they are susceptible
of particular friendships to individuals of !:he
samesex. But their affectionate temper, which
implies more gentleness than activity, more
security than discernment, _ore smxp:hmty
than prudence, more sensibility than vigour;
precipitates them oftener into danger than s'uch
as are more selfish. Accordingly; these birds
are reckoned the most stupid, and they are:
caught in the greatest numbers. ’I"hey are ge-
nerally taken with the thrush, which migrates
about the same time, and their flesh has nearly
the same taste f ; which is natural to suppose,
since they live upon the same food. I shall add,
that many of them are killed at once, for they
sit close together f.

They utter their cry as they rise from the

* See Salerne, p. 253.

+ Gesner tells us that their flesh is very delicate, served up
at the best tables, and the liver especially highly valued.
The Prince d'Aversperg assures us, that it is better tasted
than that of the thrush and blackbird. On the other hand,
Schwenckfeld says that it is very indifferent eating, and un-
wholesome: This must depend much on the quality of the
substances on which the bird feeds.

1 Frisch.
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ground; this is 24, =i, 7, according to Frisch,
and all those who have seen them alive; it is
rather a. chirrup than a song, and hence théir
_ name of Chatterer. Reaumur w111 not even ad-
mit that they can. chant, but Prince d’Avers-
perg says that their notes are very pleasant.
Perhaps, in countries where they breed, they
may warble in- the season of love, while they
only chirp or chatter in other places; and when
confined in mges they may be totally silent.
The plumage is agreeable when the bird is
still ; but when it displayé its wings, c;ﬁpands
its tail, and erects its crest, in the act of flying,
_its appearance is charming. Its eyes, wlnch
are of a beautitul red, shme with uncommon
Tustre in. the middle of the black band, in
which they are placed: This black extends
under the throat, and quite round the bill; the
different shades of wine colour on its head,
“back, and breast, and the ash colour of the
rump, aré surrounded with a frame enamelled
with white, with yellow, and with red, formed
by the different spots of' the wings and tail : the
latter is cinereous at its origin, blackish in its
middle, and yellow at its end : the quills of the
wings are blackish, the third and fourth are
marked with white near the tip, the five follow-
ing marked with yellow, and most of these
'terminated with broad tears of a red colour, of
which I have spoken in the beginning of this
article. The bill and legs are black, and
shorter in Proportion than in the blackbird.
YOL: ITI. i1
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The total length of the bird is, according to
Brisson, seven inches and three-quarters, its tail
two and a quarter, its bill nine lines, its legs the
same, and its alar extent thirteen inches. For my
part, I have observed that the dimensions were
all greater than here stated ; owing, perhaps,
to difference of age or sex, or even between
the individuals.

I am not acquainted with the plumage of the
young Chatterers, but Aldrovandus tells us
that the margin of the tail is of a duller yellow
in the females, and that the middle quills have
whitish marks, and not yellow, as in the males.
He adds a circumstance which is hard to be-
lieve, though he asserts it from his own ob-
servation, that in the females the tail consists’
of twelve quills, but iu the males of ten only.
1t is much more credible that the male speci-
mens examined by Aldrovandus had lost two
of their-quills *.

* The Chatterers appear but by accident in South Britaia.
They annnally visit Edinburgh in February, to feed on the
berries of the mountain ash : they are seen also as far south
as Northumberland. w.
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VARIETY or rne CHATTERER *.

WE may observe that the Chatterer is pro-
-portionably much broader across the wings than
the blackbird or thrushes. Aldrovandus has
also remarked, that the sternum is of a shape
better adapted for cutting the air, and accele-
rating its course. We need not then be sur-
prised that it performs such distant journeys in
Europe; and since it spends the summer in the
countries of the northy e should naturally ex-
pect to discover it in America. And this is
actually the case. Reaumur received several
from Canada, where they were called Recollett,

i

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

AMPELIS GARRULUS.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 364, Var.g.

BomeyciLLA CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 337. i.

Avis AMERICANA CRISTATA, XOMOTL.—Seb. ii. p. 66.
t. 65. f. 5.

VARIETE du JASEUR.—Buyff. par Somn. xlvi. p. 372.

Caguanrororn.—Raii Syn. p. 174.

CHATTERER of CARoLINA.—Cates. Car. i. p. 46.—drct.
Zool. ii, No. 207.—Eduw. t. 242.—Lqth. Syn. jii. p. 93. 1. A.

HABITAT
in America. Ww.

+ It is the Caguantotatl of Fernandez,
112 *
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on account of the resemblance perceived be-
tween the crest and a monk’s frock. From
Canada they could easily spread into the
southern colonies. Catesby describes them
among the birds of Carolina : Fernandez saw
them in Mexico near Tezcuco*: I have ex-
amined some which were sent from ‘Cayenmne.
This hird is not above an ounce in weight, ac-
cording to ~Catesby ; its crest, when erected,
is pyramidal, its bill is black, with a large
opening, its eyes placed on a bar of the same
colour, separated from the ground by two white
streaks, the extremity of the tail edged with
a shining white, the upper part of the head, the
throat, and the back, hazel, with a wine tinge;
the coverts and quills of the wings, the lower
part of the back, the rump, and a great part of
_the tail, of different shades of cinereous; the
breast, and the inferior coverts of the tail,
whitish ; the belly and flanks of a pale yellow.
It appears from this description, and from the
measures which have been taken, that the
American Chatterer is rather smaller than the
European sort; that its wings have less of the
enamel, and are rather of a duskier hue; and
that the wings do not extend so far in propor-
tion as the tail. But it is Undoubtedly the
same species; for seven or eight middle quills
of its wing are terminated by the little red ap-

# He says that it delights to dwell in the mountains, that
it lives on small seeds, that its song is ordinary, that it
flesh is indifferent food. :
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pendices. - Brooke, surgeon in Maryland, told
Edwards, that the females wanted these ap-
pendices, and that. the colours of their plumage
were not so bright as those of the males. The
Cayenne Chatterers which I examined had
really not these appendices, and the shades of
the plumage were in general fainter, as it com-
~monly happens in the females.
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cinereo-castanea, linea
ge rhombeis, rectricibus
ke Ind. Orn. 1. p. 871,

S /i ; i, p. 844.—Raii
1'78.t 44:——Bm iii. p. 219. 1.
£. 99. 100. —Bujf. par Sonn. xlvi.

HABITAT
_ in Europa australiore ; rarius in Anglia, et rarissime nidifi-
cans.—63 pollices longus. - W,
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Sweden. The species, though rather stationary,
is not numerous. Itappears every year in some
of the provinces of France, and leaves them
only for a short time in the severest winters®.
1t generally inhabits in the woods during the
summer, and sometimes the vineyards ; and in
winter it resorts near the hamlets and farms,
It is a silent bird which is seldon: heard, and
seems to have no song or decided warble. Nor
16 its organ of hearing so perfect as that of
other birds, for though it resides in the forests,
it cannot be enticed by the call. Gesner, and
most naturalists after him, have said, that the
Grosbeak \is good eating. I have tasted the
flesh, but it seemed neither pleasant nor juicy.

I have observed in Burgundy that these birds

+ Its greek and Latin name Coccothraustes is derived from
xownos, @ grain Or kernel, and Ogavw, to break, because it feeds
upon cherry-stones : however, that appellation might have
been given to some other bird that had the same habit; for
Hesychius and Varro, the only ancient authors in whose
writings the word is found, say no more than that ¢ the
Coccothraustes is a certain bird.” In Italy itis called Frosoze,
F;'isone, Grisone, Franguet. del Re, Franguet Monteno : in
Germany, Heme-Bysser, Bollebiek, Kirsch-Finck, Kern-Beisz,
Risch Leske : in Switzerland, Klepper : in Sweden, Talbin.

_ * Itis difficult to reconcile this remark, of which I am
ceifain, with the account given by the authois of the British
Zoology, that the Grosbeak is seldom seen in England, and
never except in winter: Perhaps, as there are few forests in
Enpgland, there are also few of these birds, which reside only
in the woods; and as they approach the “hamlets only m
- winter, observers may never have seen them but in thaR
season, :
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are much fewer in winter than in summer, and
that great numbers of them arrive about the
10th of Apnl in small ﬂocks, and perch among
the copses, building their nests* on trees,
generally at the heicht of ten or twelve feet,
Wl}ere the boughs leIdC from the trunk. The
materials are, like those of the turtle: dry
sticks, matted with small roots. They com-
monly lay five blueish eggs spotted with brown.
We might suppose that they breed only oPce
a-year, since the species is not numerous.
They feed their young with insects, chrysalids,
&c.; and when they are about to be robbed of*
their family, they make a vigorous defence,
and bite fiercely. Their thick strong bill en-
ables them to crack nuts, and other hard sub-
stances; and though they are granivorous, they
also live much upon insects. I have kept them
a Tong time in voleries ; they reject flesh, but
readily eat any thing else. They must be con-
fined in a separate cage, for without seemmg at
all discomposed, or making the least moise,
they kill the weaker birds that are lodged \v1th

* A Grosheak’s nest was found the 24th of April, 1774
ona plum-tree ten or twelve feet high, in the fork of a
branch ; it was of a round hemispherical shape, composetl
“ externally with small roots and some lichens, and internally
with other small roots more slender; it contained four eggs
somewhat pointed, their great diameter nine or ten lines, their
small diameter six lines ; they were marked with' spots of an
olive-brown, and with irregnlar blackish streaks faintly im-
pressed on & ground of blucish light-green.—Note communi-
cated by M. Gueneau de Montbeillard.
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them. They attack, not by striking with the
- point of the bill, but by biting out a morsel of
the skin. When at liberty, they live upon all
sorts of grain, and kernels of fruits; the orioles
eat the pulp of cherries, but the Grosbeaks
break them to obtain the kernel ; they feed also
on fir and pine cones, and on beech mast, &c.
This bird is solitary, shy, and silent ; its ear
is insensible, and its prolific powers are inferior
to those of most other birds. It seems to have
its qualities concentrated in itself, and is not
subject to any of the varieties which almost all
proceed from the luxuriance of nature. The
male and female are of the same size, and much
- resemble each other, The species is uniform
in our climate; but in foreign countries there
exist many analogous blrds, which shall b
enumerated iu the succeeding article *.

* The upper mandible is cinereons, but of a lighter tint
near the base; the lower mandible is cinereous at the edges,
which close into the upper ; its under side is flesh-coloured,
with a/ cinereous cast. The tongue is fleshy, small, and
pointed ; the gizzard is very muscular, preceded by a pouch,
containing in summer bruised hemp-seeds, green caterpillars
almost entire, and very small stones. Ina subject which I
dissected lately, the intestinal tube from the pharynz fo the
craw was three inches and a half long, and from the gizzard
to the anus about a foot, It had no cecum or gall-bladder.
—Observations communicated by M. Guencau de Montbeillard,
Fhe 22d April, 1774,
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THE CROSSBILL*f.

TaE species of the Crossbill is closely related
to that of the grosheak. Both are of the samesize,
the small figure, and have the same instincts §.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

¥

- Loxia CUEVIROSTRA. L. rostro forficato, corpore ver-
sicolore, Temigibus rectricibusque fuscis, oris exterioribus
viridj-olivaceis, cauda furcata.—Lath. Ind, Orn, i. p. 370,
No. 1.
0x1A CURVIROSTRA—Gmel. Syst,i. p. 843.

!dxm.—Raii Syn. p. 86. A.—7Fill. p. 181. t. 44.—Bris. iii,
p-829. 1 17. 1. 3. .

Le Buc Crotse'—Buf. Pl, Enl, 218. —Buff. par Sonn. xlvii.
p. 6. pl. 103, fig. 1. v

- CRrossBILL, or SHELD-APPLE—Br. Zool i. No. 115,
t. 49 —dret. Zool. ii. No. 208.—Edw. t. 30311l
(Angl.) p. 248. t. 44.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 106. 1.— Bew:

— Birds, i.p. 134.

. HABITAT

n Europa, boreali Asia, et America.— 6] pollices Tongus. W,

+ Gesner gave it the name Lozia, from ‘the .Greek dkoc,
_ obligue, on account of the crossing of its bill. In Germany
it is called Kreutz-Schnabel (Crossbill), Kreutz-Vogel : i

Poland, Rzywonos : in Sweden, Korsnaef, Kiaegelrifulure.

1 Frisch conceives them to be so nearly allied, that they
would breed together. ; '

.
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The Crossbill is distinguished only by a sort of
deformity in its bill, a character, or rather a de-
fect, which belongs to italone of all the winged
tribe. What proves that it is a defect, an
error of nature rather than a permanent feature,
1s, that it is variable; the bill in some subjects
crosses to the left, in others to the right; but
the productions of nature are regular in their
developement, and uniform in their arrange-
ment. I should therefore impute this differ-
ence of position to the way in which the bird
has used its bill, according as it has been more
accustomed to employ the one side or the other
to lay hold of its food. The same takes place
in men, who from habit, prefer the right hand
to the left *. Each mandible of the Crosshill

15 affected by an exuberance of growth, so that
~ in time the two points are parted asunder, and
the bird can take its food only by the side; and
hence if it oftener uses the left, the bill will
protrude to the right, and wice wersd.

But every thing has its utility, and each
sentient being learns to draw advautage even
from its defects. This bill, hooked upwards

* This observation must be qualified. If habit were the
sole cause of this difference, as many people would be lef.t-
handed as right-handed. But the number of the former is
very small, compared with that .of the latter, and therefore
the right hand must by original constitution be strol.lger than
the left, however much the difference is afterwards increased
from habit. The same reasoning seems applicable to the
Crosshill. T.
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and downwards, and bent in opposite direc-
tions, seems to have been formed for the pur-
pose of detaching the scales of fir-cones, and
obtaining the seeds lodged bencath these, which
are the principal food of the bird. It raises
each scale with its lower mandible, and breaks
it off with the upper; it may be observed to
perform this manceuvre in its cage. This bill
also assists 1ts owner in climbing, and it dex-
trously mounts from the lower to the upper
‘bars of its cage. From its mode of scrambling,
and the beauty of its colours, it has been called
by some the German Parrot. :
The Crossbill inhabits only the cold climates,
or the mountains in temperate countries. Itis
found in Sweden, in Poland, in Germany, in
Switzerland, and among the Alps and Pyrenees.
It is quite stationary in countries where it lives
the whole year; but sometimes it accidentally
appears in large flocks in other regions. In
1756 and 1757, great numbers were seen in the
neighbourhood of London. They do not ar-
rive at stated seasons, but seem to be rather
directed by chance, and many years pass with-
-out their being at all observed. The nut-crack-
ers, and some other birds, are subject to the
same irregular migrations, which occur only
once in twenty or thirty years. The only cause:
which can be assigned is; that they have been
deprived of their usual subsistence in the clim-
ates where they inhabit, by the-inclemency
of the season; or have been driven upon theé
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coast by th'e vi.olence of a storm or hurricane:
for they arrive in such numbers, and appear so
m_u'ch exhausted, that they are careless of their
existence, and allow themselves to be caught
by the hand.

We might presume that the species of the
Crossbill, which prefers the cold climates,
would be found in the north of the new conti-
nent, as in that of- the old: yet no traveller to
America has taken notice of it. But ‘besides
the general presumption which is verified by
analogy, there is a fact which seems to prove
our opinion ; the Crossbill is found in Green-
land, whence it was brought to Edwards by
the whale-fishers ; and that naturalist. who was
better acquainted than any person with the
nature of birds, remarks properly, that both
the land and the water sort which inhabit the
arctic regions, appear indifferently in the north
of America or of Europe.

The Crosshill is one of those birds whose co-
lours are the most subject to vary; among a
great number we can scarcely find two indiv.-
duals that are exactly similar; not only are the
shades of the plumage different, but the posi-
tion of the colours changes with the season and
the age. Edwards, who examined a prodigious
number of them, and sought to mgrk the limits
of variation; paints the male with a rose colour,
and the female with a yellowish green; but i
both, the bill, the eyes, the thighs, and the legs,
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are precisely the same in regard to shape and co-
lours. Gesner tells us that he kept one of these
birds, which was blackish in September, and
assumed a red colour in October. He adds, that
the parts where the red began to appear, were
the under side of the neck, the breast, and the
belly; that “this red afterwards became yellow,
and that winter especially is the season when
these changes take place, and that, at differ-
ent times, it is said they receive a red, yellow,
green, and cinereous cast. We must not, there-
fore, with our modern nomenclators, reckon as
a separate species, Or a particular variety, a
greenish Crossbill*, found in the Pyrenees, since
it occurs equally in other places; and in certain
seasons it has in all countries that colour. Ac-
cording to Frisch, who was perfectly acquainted
with these birds, which are common in Ger-
many, the colour of the adult male is reddish,
or green mixed with red; but they lose this red,
like the linnets, when they are kept in the
cage, and only retain the green, which is more
deeply impressed both in the young and in the
old. Tor this reason they are called in some
parts of Germany krinis or griinitz, that is,
greenish bird. The two extreme colours have
not therefore been well chosen by Edwards;
we must not .lllfelj, as his figures would suggest,
thag, the male is red, and the female green;

* Loxia Pyrenaica.—-Barrere.  Loxia Rufescens.— Brissoz.

~
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there is every reason tobelieve, thatin the same
season, and at the same age, the female differs
from the male only in the greater faintness of
the colours.

This bird, which is so analagous to the gros-
beak, resembles it also in stupidity. One may
approach it, fire upon it without scaring it, and
sometimes even catch it by the hand ; and as it
is equally inactive and secure, it falls an easy
victim to all the birds of prey. It is mute in
summer, and its feeble notes are only heard in
winter®. It is quite placid in captivity, and
lives long in a cage. 1t is fed with bruised
hemp-seed, and this contributes to make it
sooner lose its red f. In summer, its flesh is
said to be good eating |.

These birds delight only in the dark forests of
pines and firs, and seem to dread the effulgence
of day. Nor do they yield to the genial influ-
ence of the seasons; it is not in spring, but in
the depth of winter, that their loves commence.
They build as early as January, and their young
are grown before the other birds begin to lay.
They place their nests under the large branches
of the pine, fixing them with the resin of that
tree, and besmearing them with that substance,
s0 that the melted snow or the rains cannot pe-
netrate. In the young, as in those of other
birds, the bill, or rather corners of its opening,
are yellow, and they hold it always open as long

* (Gesner. + Frisch. 1 Gesner and Frisch.
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as they are fed by the mother. We are not told
how many eggs they lay, but we may presuine,
from their size and their resemblance to the
grosbeak, that the number is four or five, and
that they hatch only once a-year.
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