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commodore next says, speaking of his officers and séamen,—“T feel ° 
satisfied, that the fact of their having beaten a force equal to themselves, 
in the presence and almost under the guns of so vastly a superior force, ‘ 

when, too, it was almost self-evident, that, whatever their exertions might ' 
be, they must ultimately be captured, will be taken as evidence of what ' 
they would have performed, had the force opposed to them been in any © 
degree equal.’” Who would believe Commodore Decatur wrote this, after ’ 
he had been three days on board the Endymion? Here are two direct 

falsehoods, that, in the estimation of those who value truth, will be « 

lasting stigma upon the commodore’s name, Viewing the fact as it really 
. is, the Endymion’s action may, indeed, “ be taken as evidence, of what”? 

the commodore and his men “ would have performed, had the force 
opposed to them been in any degree equal!” Of his own loss, he con- 
fesses himself “ wnable to give a correct statement ;” and encloses a list of 

seventy-nine ; which, he fears, is ‘short of the number.” The Endy- 
mion’s “loss in killed and wounded,” he says, ‘¢ must have been very 
great. Ihave not been able to ascertain the extent. Ten were buried 
after Tcame on board (36 hours after the action); the badly wounded, 
such as were obliged to keep their cots, occupy the starboard side of = ் 
gun-deck, from the cabin bulk-head to the main-mast.” 

T shall not, hope, be censured as digressive, for stating, that Rear- 
admiral Hotham had the funeral service performed over the men he fost, 

on board the Northumberland, when he destroyed L?Arianne’ and 
LAndromache, French frigates, and Mameluke brig, off L’Orient, in May, 
1812. A person that can read! American, is at no 1085 to discover the 
0000000675 meaning. It is, that his countrymen may infer, according to 
the different grades of their imaginations, what number of the Endymion’s 
mep, exclusive of the “ten” he saw buried, had been committed to the 

deep, duting the whole “ thirty-six hours” that elapsed’ previous to his 
coming an board. By stating so precisely where her wounded lay, he set - 
the citizens to work, with rules and compasses, to ascertain what number 
of men might, ‘by possibility, be squeezed into the space between “the 
cabin bulk-head and the main-mast.”” The well-known candour of our 
countrymen, especially on ship-board, warrants us it believing, that Com- 
modore Decatur had heard the Endymion’s loss'expressly stated, while he 
was in Captain Hope's cabin, But its diminutive amount, when compared” 
with his own, even as then known to him, forced a concealment; or pro~ * 
bably the commodore, relying upon the public declaration of his friend, 
Captain Porter,—that no shonour was to be found among Brigsh navy= 
officers,*—wanted some stronger assurance, before he introduced into his 

letter the humiliating fact,’ 
The account published in the Bermuda Gazette, of the last of January, 

called forth a.second letter from Commodore Decatur, to the secretary of 

the navy. Among us, no officer would think of writing a public letter, in 
answer toa newspaper paragraph. In America, it appears, folks are not 

  

> Vide the New York Papers in April aud May, 1614. 

ab. Chron, Vol. XXXV. F 
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