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TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN cae ; 111 

‘These strange. ornaments give the trappings an air of eastern barbaric 

splendor, perfectly consonant with the animal’s shape. However, as 

every carriage in Russia (even should it be built in the excess of the 

British mode), is drawn by ‘horses thus romantically caparisoned, the 

union 18 sumetimes nionstrous: and I have often felt the contradiction 

_so forcibly, as to remind me of an absurd sight I once saw at home. It 

ws an Indian chief ina London assembly. He was decorated with 

" chaité, shells, and tyger’s teeth, while all the spruce, powdered beaur 

around him were in the etreme of European costume. 

\ 

‘TT passion of the Russias for rapid motion, has produced the sport 

called a sledge-race. A regilar course for that purpose is kept always 

smooth, and railed off upon ths Neva. Crowds assemble there to witness 

the wonderful velocity with which this race is performed. The species 

of horse used on this occasion is an animal whose swiftest pace is a _ 

peculiar sort of trot. No race is ever run quicker. Indeed the rapidity 

of this is incredible, being not at all inferior to that, of a gallop. The 

sledge horses never step out in the usual way, but are taught to lift up. 

E oth legs on the same side, which gives their motion a singular appearance. 

By this habit ‘the action of the horse’s body is doubled, and their speed 

consequently increased twofold. I do not yet know whether regular 

matches are made; or whether the spirit of sport produces bets, &e, I 

did not perceive any symptoms of this species of gambling, nor did I 

investigate that important question ; contenting myself with surveying the 

tout ensemble merely as a r'*»~> of rude magnificence. 

The surrounding winter scenery; the picturesque sledges.and their 

fine horses; the scattered groupes of the observing multitude ; the» 

- superb dresses of the nobility, th ம ரியா cloaks, caps, and equinage, 

adorned with coloured velvets | and go. 1; aah ten thousand other touches 
10
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