








. PREFACE. ' A v

On looking over these pages, the writer found the domestic

3 = 1 .
sentiments so interwoven with the general subjects, that he

cOula not separate them without recomposmg the whole.

: Thm he had not time to do. as he has, by the peculxarltles
. of his fate, been already so brought befpre the eye of the Public
that his history is not only well known, but his feelings more

_ than guessed at, he thought it best to submit himfelf at once
~ to its indulgence, and let the letters go forth évén i their

original simplicity.

Heooo, it is fiot the studled work of an Author brlngmg
forward ueep refearches, valuable discoveries, and consequential
© observations, that is now laid before the Public, but the
familiar correspondehce of a frieﬁd; noticing the manners of
the people with whom he assdcia{es, their fashions, their aroul
_ments, the sentiments of the day; and mingling with these
a few occurrences happening to himself, and the_reﬂcctions_to
which they give rise. ‘ :

{

Such then is this WOi‘k, mefely Travelling Sketches: as -
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22 i TRAVELLING SKETF TR RUBSTA.

Setting aside utility, these groupes add to the picturesque of the scene;
which is considerably heightened by their long beards, ragged sheep-
skins, and uncouth attitudes. How strange it is 1o look on these appa.
rently savage beings, and think that from their hands arise such elegant
and classical structures! Indeed I never sAW, in all its parts, soregularly
built a city ; nor in any place, so much attention to kﬂf‘p all in due order.
The present Emperor, who like'its illustrious founder, has the perfecting
of this residence at heart, leaves no suggestion unexecuted, which can-
increase its ornament, or the people’s convenience.

Amidst the numberless improvements which are daily making, is a
flat pavement on one side of most of the principal streets; the benefit
of which will be felt b y all persons; it being otherwise dangerous to
walk without some div1smn from the carriage way, where those vehicles
are always passing to and fro with a rapidity that threaiens the life or
limbs of every unfortunate pedestrian.

While T am yet in the sireet, though out of the way of these for-
midable attackers of persollal safety, I will give you seine accmmt of -
their shapes and appearance as they roll along. In every respect they
differ widely from ours. In the first place, their cleanliness is not of
the first water; and a drop of oil, or any other liquid, never by any
lacky chance falls upon the leathern departments of the earriage or har-
ness to soften their rigidity. The duty of the coachman seems merely 1o '
drive; and as men of rank and fortune are entltled to be drawn by fowr
horses, a postmon is also necessary ; but strange to well, this equestrian
Sl = #he o Lorse; a contrary custom to that practised in
every country I have seen. Whenever the machiﬁé is b state of
rapidity, it is the office of this boy to bt on the continual bawl of the
Russian word for take care, take care! A precaution, you will understand

10






















































TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA. 39

ander Nefsky. From the regularity and equal lines of this street it is
termed the Grand Perspective. - These two places, with the granite pave-
ments on both the quays, form what is called the street promenades,

‘The Summer Garden is another scene of amusement. It is laid out in
the Dutch style, in angular and stiff parterres; and studded about with a
few wretched and mutilated statues. - During the hot months, the shade
of the trees, and the crowd of visitors, arrayed like a tulip bed, render
i a not unpleasant scene. - But for peculiar charms, T cannot say much ;
£ only thing in. it really worthy of notice, is a very high and richly
%40 ght iron fag;adc {(perhaps unequalled in Europe), which at certain

 distances is divided by columns of granite. The walk is bounded by the
river Neva at one end, and by the Red Palace (so called from its colours)
at the other. This huge pile of windows, friezes, pediments, and chim-
neys, a sort of architectural melange of military and domestic ornaments,
was built on the site of the old Summer Palace; the residence of Peter
the Great. It is surrounded by a wet ditch, defended by draw-bridges ;
and during the time of the late Emperor, was his favourite abode. = He
considered it the child of his creation ; and a most dear one it proved:
for here, in the apartments which look into the plain for exercising the
imperial troops, he met with that fate so well known to all.  Sir John
Carr has described the particulars with great accuracy in his Northern
Summer. 1 will not repeat the tale here; but rather refer to the curious
particulars contained in that elegant work.

Amongst the many absurd whims which infected the brain of this mo-
narch, was one for paint‘ihg with various discordant colours, the bridges,
atch-houses, and imperial gates throughout the empire. These harle-
quin jackets were put on every thing that answered to this description,
from one end of Russia to the other, by a special ukase, all in one dgy.
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The Red Palace was indebted for its present fiery hue to a very simple cir-
cumstance: A lady of high rank, of whom His Majesty was a great ad-
mirer, happened to appear one night at a ball where he was present, “"ith
a pair of gloves of this colour on her arms.  The fancy of Paul was so
‘struck, that the next day it became his favourite tint; and he gave in-
stant orders that his new residence should be painted accordingly. Hence
it is called the Red Palace: and a most frightful, glaring appearance it
makes. Another caprice of the Emperor tended to fill up the ridicu-
lous of this unfortunate abode. He must needs have his cypher f
P. 1st. surmounted with a crown, affixed in every part of the bui' -
ing; for what reason he never declared, only it was his will: ana. 10
over every corner, frieze, door, window, or latticed-hole, are these
imperial letters multiplied without end. A person once attempted to
count them, and left off perfectly weary and in despair, after he had num-

bered ei ght thousand

You must now accompany me to scenes more worthy of their angust
resident. 1 will not be so fatiguing as to drag you through the many
princely mansions of the nobility, which for magnitude and splendor
might in England be denominated palaces. Magnificence is so much
the passion of this country, that I should exhaust your patience or
your. belief, should I attempt to describe all ; so'f will confine myself to
the Emperor"s abodes ; and shall begin with the Hermitage,

-

This spot, once the retreat of majesty and love, is 6n1y a select part of
a vast range of buildings, called the Winter Palace. THere resides during
thal severe but splendid season, the whole of the imperial family; and
here are held the court, and all the public fétes and festivals. Its arch’

tecture is not to be praised, being an enormous mass of bad taste; but
its furniture is very noble, richly ornamented, though in rather an anti-
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~quated fashion. The DowagerA Empress possesses the most elegant and
comfortable suite of rooms it contains; and she has spared no expence
to decorate the walls with excellent pictures. Murillio and Reynolds
hold distinguished places in her selection ; with some very s{lperior land-
scapes and buildings by Robert, an artist, who though of the highest
merit, is totally unknown in England. 1In a particular chamber of this
bhuge paléce, T was shewn the crowns, sceptre. and other jewelled in-
~ signia of the imperial rank. >

The Hermitage, which I before said belongs to this great structure, ‘is
connected with it by a gallery, thrown high in the air across a kind of
street between ~  two buildings. . It was in this minor palace that the
Great Catherine was wont to lay aside her purple, and with a few select
friends forget that she was an Empress, that the cares of a mighty state
pressed upon her head, that her smile was fortune and her frown dis-
may. All spoke of ease and urbanity in these chambers, dedicated by
her to pleasure and repose; and part of their fitting ‘up was adapted to-
that design. It was here she received her favourites; and with them en-
joyed the true delight of mutual interc~.xse, wirestrained by regal forms,

or public observation.

Being a friend to the fine arts, she adorned the walls of this ansion
with many capital pictures; and to perfect the collection, at a consider-
able expence, added the Houghton Gallery to her own. The pictures
were not unpacked during her life; but were taken out and arranged
under the auspices of her successor. Since that time the whole of the
saloons in which they were hung have undergone a thorough repair and

~a; and, T am sorry to say, that the pictures have also past under
this cruel purgatory. 'The rooms may be improved; but the paintings
bear manifest proofs of the reverse. The Practice, common in almost all
countries, of periodically cleaning and varnishing the works - of ancient
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the wine into a smaller cup, and drinking it likewise to the last drop, that
not a particle of the elements may be lost.

There are five orders in the Greek priesthood. Bishops, priests, dea-
cons, subdeacons, and readers which inciude singers. The prscopal
order has other distinetiens, metropolitan, archbishop, and bishop. The
two first titles are not attached to any particular see; but depend entirely
! upon the will of the Emperor ; they are merely rank, with a very hittle
addition of power, as every bishop is independent in his own diocese.
The clergy are divided into regular and secular. The former are of the.
monastic order, the latter are of the parochial ministers. The secular
clergy are called papas (falheré), and their highest dignity is that of proto-
papa ; thatis the first priest in a great church where there are several of
the same order. They are allowed to marry once, but never a second
time, under pain of being compelled to quit their holy profession. -

Of the rise and progress of monkism, from its birth in the East to its
maturity m the Greek church, Mosheim and the learned chaplain to the
factory at St. Petersburgh give so satisfactory an account, that I need
only speak their language to impress you with a pretty correct idea of
how this unnatural superstition made its march round the world. The
doctrine that the highest virtue, and the perfection of human nature,
consist in leading a life of selitude and contemplation, is not less absurd
than the fancy that celibacy is the best proof of devotion to God. “ In-
crease and multiply I was a pnmary command of the Deity ; and how
the reverse can be one of his allZwise mandates too, requires a more ex-
perienced casuist than I pretend to be, to explain.

Paul the Hermit, whose life is written by St. Jerome, and who lived
in the third century, is considered to be the first founder of monastic
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orders. To avoui the persecution by Decius, he fled into the lonely de-
serts of Thebals 5 where it is said, he dwelt ninety years, even till he
died, subJeCUng himself to all the desolations of perfect solitude. It is;
however, to be observed, that though this modern -Saint Paul is placed
at the head of the order of hermits, yet that gloomy manner of life was
very common in the East from the earliest periods. The sultry atmos-
phere which envelopes that part of the globe, by disposing the inha-
bitants to indolence, is 4@ natural cause of that love of retirement and
repose, which drove them into spots sequestered from business. anc-l from
man. ~Not having energy to be actively good, they esteemed it suf-
ficiently virtuous to be able to withdraw from all temptations to wicked-
ness; from all encitements to lose themselves in the interests of their
fellow creatures. To be, or not to be, seemed the question with them: and
not to be with their brethren on earth was the same to them as being
with the angels in heaven. Hence it is not wonderful that a people
thus inclined should readily embrace the mystic theclogy which arose
at this period. It came from'the Platonic school, and that favourite
doctrine of its disciples, that “ the divine nature is diffused through all
human souls.” They maintained that silence, tranquillity, and bodily-
mortlﬁcatmn, were the only means by which the tacu]ly of reason, the:
emanation of the Deity in man, could exert its latent principle of virtue
and divine wisdom. Forgetting they were men, they aspired to be angels
at once; and for this purpose, that they might neither love nor hate,
tempt nor be tempted, they retired into caves and wildernesses ; and
there, lost in meditation, submitted -themselves to all the . privations
of hunger and thirst. By taking particular passages in Scripture de-
tached from the context, they found some arguments to ‘support their .
~cause, and thus defended solitude and celibacy with as hearty a zeal as
the apostles did the truly reasonable doctrines of love to God and
duty towards our neighbour. Egypt, Palestine, and Syria, were filled .
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by lonely monks and sequestered virgins; and the enthusiastic St. Basil
brought the same solitary passion into the once social land of Greece
From him most of the monks of Russia name themselves; and for ti..
most part follow his rules. : '

. The principal of a monastery is called either the Archimandrite or the
Hegumen ; the one is equivalent to Abbot or Father, the other to Prior.

The nunneries are upon the same establishment ; the print:ipal being
called Hegumena ; and the other ordinances are on a similar foundatisn,

The only essential difference is, that men may profess themselves monks

at thirty years of age; women may not become nuns till they are fifty.

You will givgre(-: with me in approving the latter rule. If a woman be

not married before she have arrived at those very mature years, she may

well plead that nature has taken the vows for her; and 50 without Wrorig,

or robbery to the future generation may take on her the veil that is to

exclude her from this for ever. A convent is then a peaceful asylum.

Childless, unmated, cheerless is the existence of most aged females who

are in that situation. Few bul mercenaries atiend the old age of her

who is what the world calls an old maid : and cold is that service which

is only purchased. In my mind the refﬁge of a monastery fogthese, “ un-

appropriated sweets” of creation, is a most desirable establishment ; and

therefore T appland that of Russia with m y whole heart. But to shut

up within the eternal bonds of vows and impassable walls, the young,
the fair, and the tender, is sacrilege against the first laws of Heaven. It

- takes from man the mate that was made for him; it deprives the world

. of many thousand human beings, who might have sprung from bosoms

now condemned to‘the barren pillow of a monastic cell.

These devotees are distinguished into three degrees; the proba-
tioners (or novices), the proficients, and the perfect. The dress of &

VOoL. I. : : P
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LETTER XI.

© 8¢, Petersburgh, October, 1805.
JOW changed is the face of nature since last I addressed you! allis
frozen ; and covered with the chilling snows of winter. If the city
- astonished me when under the glowing tinfs of an autumnal atmosphere,
how much more siriking does its present pale silvery light make it
appear' ‘

Now indeed this is Russia! every sensation, every perception, confirms
the conviction. The natives have suddenly changed their woollen kaf-
tans, for the greasy and unseemly skins of sheep. The freezing power~
which has turned every inanimate object into ice, seems to have thawed
their hearts and their faculties : they sing, they laugh, they wrestle ;
tumbling about like great bears amongst the furrows of the surrounding
snow. In fact, this season, so prolonged with""  n.seems moere congenial
with their natures than their short but vivir' . mmer,

v

This year the bosom of the Neva was encrusted with ice at an un-
usually early period ; it took place on the 14th of the present month :
but in the September of 1715 it was shut up by a frost so intense as to
become in a few hours safe for carr iages of the heaviest burthen. Soon
after the commencement of the present wister the bridge of boats (which
communicates with that part of the city buili on an island called Vas-
silly OStIOff), was allowed tc wnng to the opposite side of the river in
order to permit vast sheets of congealed water to_pass forward into the -

~ gulph.  After an carly frost follm  «eraporary thaw, these masses

,»
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find their way down the Neva; they come Afrom the int.erio;, the I?ke Lé.
doga, &c. and pfoceed with frightful velocity. S(?metlmes ?, quick frost
arrests these accumulations, and renders thcm n o.ne night safe for
conveyances of every description. Frequently the .1ce thus collected
does not finally dissolve till the expiration of the chsing May. In that1
charming month, I am told summer re-appears with th.e sudden.ne.ss of
enchantment ; and every thing around seems rather like the instan- -
taneous mechanism of an English pantomime, than the regular agtiou

of the season.

Far different is the scene at present! Where are now the expanded
waters of the Neva? The gay gondolas and painted yachts? The my-
riads of vessels and boats continually passing and repassing? All have
disappeared : one bleak extended snowy plain generalizes the views: and
scarcely a trace is left to convey an idea that a river ever glided through
the heart of this imperial city. The roofs of the palaces, public build-
ings, and pﬁva”oe houses, are shrouded in the same pale garb. But no
objects are so strangely beautiful as the trees which grow in several
divisions of this metropolis ; when divested of their leaves, the repeated
coats of snew thi~Fenin = their branches, form them into the appear-
ance of white coral encrus « with a brilliant diamond dust. Even the
beards of men and horses are white and glittering with this northern
ornament. :

Cold to the Russians, seems to be what heat is to the torpid animal ;
for Petersburgh at this moment presents a prospect of much greater
bustle and activity than during the w. mer months. The additional
multitudes, spread in' busr swarms throughout every quarter, are incon-
cel 1ble: sledges, carriages, and other traineau vehicles, cross and pass
each other with increlible velocity. The sensation excited in the eye

by the swift, transitorY moven, ‘many objects upon the unbroken
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glare of the snow, is painful and blinding: and you might as well
determine to fix your sight upon a pai‘ticular ant (at the demolition of -
its little world), as on one of these figures “when beholding them from a
height. From the fortress tower for instance ; where I have just been
beholding a scene as extraordinary to an English eye, as it is undescri-
bable and amusing.

~ You will n‘atu_raily expect a description of the sledge, a prominent
: feature in a Russian view. = lt is a machine-on which not only the per-
sons of the people are transpofted from place to place with uhparalleled
speed, but likewise the product of other nations is passed many thou-
sand versts into the interior. The sledge is precisely a pair of colossal
skates joined together. On these, (according tc the taste of the owner)
15 erected the most agreeable and c,onvtmm\t carriage which either his
purse may afford or his situation claim’.?’»\ The sledges of the humbler
order are solely formed of logs of wood bound together with ropes into
the before-mentioned shape: on this is an even surface of plank or
matting, for the accommodation of themselves or loads. You will see

a Russian pair in one of these conveyances, amonest my pencil memo-

‘

randums. ' The sledges which succeed the d- = "0 St. Tetersburgh
backney-coach), are generally very neat, v ¢ ways gaudy, ‘being deco-
rated with red, green, gold and silver, with strange carved work and
uncouth’whirligigs of iron. Their interior is well bespread with damp
hay, for the benefit of the hirer, in order to keep his feet warm. It isl 50
difficult to describe the precise cu of these vehicles, that I must ag "
refer you to the more accurate delineation in my sketch-book.
: - ; ; "
The sledgeécarriage of a prince, or a nobleman, is uncommonly hand-
some. All its appointments are magnifi~nt ; and never out of harman
JAIn it we behold the genuine uncontaminated taste of the country; no
bad imitations of German or Engiith coach-work ‘ar here attempted ;
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all is characteristic ; and a picturesque effect, peculiarly its own, is pro- -
duced by the vehicle itself, its furs, its horses, their trappings, and the

streaming beards of the charioteers. The nobleman’s sledge is .bl_l‘ilt
exactly on the same principle with those of inferior people; only differ-
ing in the width of the body, which is made to hold two persons. It is
warmly lined with rich furs: and to prevent the lower extremities of the
occupier from being cold, has an apron (like those of our curricles)
formed of green or erimson velvet, bordered with gold lace. On a

step behind, stand the servants with appropriaté holders. This place

is often, filled by gentlemen when accompanying ladies on a sledging

party.

The horses attached t» this conveyance are the pride of the opulent.
Their beauty and vaIu.é areym;)r,pconside'red than the sledge itself. The
excess of vanity amongst the  young officers and nobility here, consists
in cirivin g about two animals ;yhose exquisite elegance of form, and play-
fulness of action, attract the attention of every passenger. The form of
these horses is slight and Arabic, possessing the grace of an Italian grey-
hound with a peculiar lightness and looseness of pace. One only, is
placed in the shof< w) " never alters its pace from a rapid trot; the

ather is widely tracea by « side; and is taught to pace, curvet, and

prance, in the most perfect taste of a finished manége. Their tails and
manes are always of an enormous length ; a beauty so admired by .the
Russians that twenty horses out of thirty have false ones. Indeed this
~uetom s s0 prevalent, that frequently the most rascally Rosinante and
pigmy Fin-galloway have long artiﬁci:al appendages, richly clothed with
knots of dirt, hanging as low as the ground.

.

sut to return to the sedge borses. The harness of these creatures is

curiously picturesque, ‘being stuaded with polished brass or silver, hun-

dreds of tassels, Permixed with expossed Ieather and scarlet cloth.

©
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These strange ornaments give the trappings an air of eastern barbaric
splendor, perfectly consonant with the animal’s shape. However, as
e‘v'ery carriage in Russia (even should it be built in the excess of the
British mode), is drawn by horses thus romantically caparisoned, the
unio® s sumetimes mionstrous : and I have often felt the contradiction
~so forcibly, as to remind me of an absurd.sight I once saw at home. It -

w2s an Indian chief in a London assembly. He was decorated with
" chairf, shells, and tyger’s teeth, while all the spruce, powdered beaux

around him were in the eireme of LBuropean costume.

Tk passion of the Russias for rapid motion, has produced the sport
called a sledge-race. A regilar course for that purpose is kept always
smooth, and railed off upon th: Neva. Crowds assemble there to witness
the wonderful velocity with which this race is performed. The species
of horse used on this occasion is an animal whose swiftest pace is a
peculiar sort of trot. No race is ever run quicker. Indeed the rapidity
“of this is incredible, being not at all inferior to thag of a gallop. The
sledge horses never step out in the usual way; but are taught to lift up
I sthlegs on the same side, which gives their motion a singular appearance.
By this habit the action of the horse’s body is doubled, and their speed
consequently increased twofold. I do not yet know whedher regular
matches are made; or whether the spirit of sport produces bets, &ec. 1

did not perceive any symptoms of this species of gambling, nordid I
investigate that smportant question ; contenting myself with surveying the

tout ensemble merely as a -+ of rude magnificence.

The surrounding winter scenery; the picturesque sledges.and their
fine horses; the scattered groupes of the observing multitude; the.
superb dresses of the nobility, th"r fur cloaks, caps, and equinages,
adorned with coloured velvets and god ; with ten thousand oth«€r touches

10 :
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of exquisite nature, finished the scene, and made it seem like an OIyrgpic
same from the glowing pencil of Rembrandt.
e w» d

1 will now give you an idea of the constituent parts of the animated
objects of this scene. I mean the figures and habits of the persoRages
present.  The nobility of both sexes, when not enveloped in pelisseg,
appear in our fashions, only a little more @ la Frangaise. But it isin ths
dress of the peasant, the simple covering with which the unsop i fl'cat-
ed native of the snows of Russia shields himsal“ifom the cold, that we
find th ~"aracteristic garb of these northen regions. 'The head is pro-
tected from the inclemency of the weater by caps of velvet.a) 1 fur,
some round, others square in the Hulan form, or varicy,. aécufmng io
the choice of the wearer. A long kafianof blue or brown cloth reach-
ing below the knees, sitiing close to the shape without any cape, and
crossing diagonally the breast (being fastened with cylindrical buttons
of brass or white metal till it reaches the bottom of the waist), is the
body’s covering. - Round the waist is a sash of crimson worsted net,
like those worn by British officers. In this they place their gloves, or
if they be labourers, their hatchets.- Their necks are completely bare . {
any other shelter than their hair which hangs down in straight locks all
around it. Their shirts and trowsers-are of coarse linen striped witb,'
éither red or blue. - Thick swathes of rags are rolled about their legs to
keep out the cold, over which they pull a pair of large and ill%onstruot{
ed boots. Those who do not arrive at the luxury of these leathern de-
fences, increase the swathings to such a ull by Wrappingsx-.'énd,_cross,,
bandages, that their lower extremities app :ar more like flour sacks than
the legs of men. When thus bulwarked, they stuff them into a pair of
enormous shoes, made very ingeniously from the bark of ‘the linden tree,
at tiewexpence of three halfpence. Their mode of habiliment undergoes
1o other “alteration during the winter, than perhaps exchanging  the

A
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kaftan for a sheep-skin of the same form. This style of dress appertains
to the commonalty alone, and it is curious to observe how closely it
resembles that worn by the English in the reign of Richard the Second.
I draw my ideas on this subject from our monumental remains of that
period, when it was usual to commemorate the form of the deceased in
the very habit he wore when alive. Any one who has considered the
old tombs in our cathedrals, or has studied the costume to be seen
in many illuminated manusecripts exiant,:: ?vill not doubt of the fact,
but immediately perceive that the peasantry of Russia in the nineteenth
century, are cotemporaries in fashion with those of Englaw.. in the
fourte nth. ; ‘

You will necessarily expect that my gallantry cannot overlook the
personal decorations of the fair ladies of the same degree of rank: but
alas! this race of the lovely sex are such contradictions to their usual
appellation, that I fear you will think me a very uncivil commentator.
However, judge for yourself. They are generally stunted, clumsy,
round faced, small featured, and sallow complexioned. The latter
defect they strive to remedy by a profusion of paint of various hues,
Wh.. a1 tney daub on with as little taste as art. The wives of the lowest
classes wear a short gown of blue woollen cloth, bound with divers
colours, most glaringly imitating the rain-bow interlinings on their
faces. The waist is usually fastened by a close row of cylindrical but-
tons. Their heads are ordinarily bound with a flowered handkerchief
of the gayest pattern, teyminating beneath the chin. On holidays, a
little front of gold and colou ed/ stones is added, formed like the dia-
dem of Juno. In the most ex essive cold this slight coéffure is the only
covering for the head; but for the shelter of the body, the ever-valu-
able and customary sheep-skin is applied to, in the shape of an English

VOL, 1. : Q
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peasaht’s bed-gown. Warm siockings and boots are the -defeﬁce for
the legs. ‘

. The wives of mechanics and Russ mérchants dress with more taste and
costliness. Their gowns are of rich brocade, and their heads fantasti-
cally adorned with pearls. Their cloaks are shaped like the doublet of
Sir John Falstaff, and of the same materials; being velvet, either crim-
- son, scarlet, or purple, lined and caped with sable fur of the most expen-
sive sort. 'They also wear boows, made of leather or velvet, according to
the per ....ary ability of the purchaser. .Indeed this invention for the
comfort of the leg is so respected here, that the smallest infants, ju t able
to cré,wl, are encumbered sooner with boots than With ;| .

I must not omit to mention one odd custom. As soon as a woman
enters into the happy state of matrimony, she binds up the whole of her
hair beneath the dress of her-head. In the days of her maidenhood she
wears it platted, like the Chinese, and tied with a bunch of ribbands at
the end. I could not learn the origin of this practice: and like many
unaccountable usages in other countries, I believe it is now follow~+
merely because it is an ancient custom. ; =

Russia contains but two classes of people, the nobles and the slaves.
If a third may be admitted (and such a one is rapidly creating itself),
it will be the merchapts. Should we miligle foreigners with the natives,
we have then a decided third class already, co_mposed of merchants and
other genteel settlers from various coui tr . Including these, with the
mhabitants and military of the city, I a a told that three hundred thous=
sand is nearly the population of St. Petersburgh. = If we estimate the
divisions of so numerous an assemblage, what a muititudinons body

, : : 10 E
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must be the slaves. Probably thirty thousand may be the amount of the
_ aliens: and if we allow seventy thousand for the court and the military, then
two hundred thousand are the residue of the populace, or slaves. These
latter people, who are usually slaves to the Crown or the nobles, are
universally good-natured, and possess a wonderful ingenuity and quick-
ness of apprehension. At present their shrewdness is so apparent in
bargains, that if in making any, you do not compel them to give written
articles of agreement, you may be sure of being cheated in every possible
way. A little while ago I spoke of their Spartan modes of speechs T car
also ay them the compliment of registering their Spartan mode  r action,
as# extrons theft in the way of over-reaching, is regarded by them as
the very triumph of their genius.

Formerly the whole nation was most lamentably addicted to inebriety :
- but the exertions and example of Peter the Great soon rooted out this
detestable practice from amongst the higher orders; and at the same
time laid the exterminating axe to many other vices of similar enormity.
However fond the ancient nobility may have been of the mantling goblet’s
_ l..g juice, their modern descendants are the most abstemicus with
regard to wine and other strong liquids, I ever met with Drunken-
ness is no where to be seen but with the lower ranks; and they, like
the swine in the Gospel, have so potently imbibed the foul fiend, as to
be carried headlong to their destruction. . During the chilling blasts of
winter, when the congealed blood seems to demand some generous
cordial to dissolve its rngxdit’ a \d warm the heart, it is then that we see
the intoxicated native stagge | forth from some open door, reel from side
to s1de, and meet that fate which in the course of one season freezes thou-
sands to death. The common career of a poor creature thus bewildered,
is truly dlstressmg After spendmg perhaps his last copeck in a dirty,
Q 2
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hot kaback or public house, he is thrust out by the keeper as an object
no longer worthy of his attention. Away the Aimpetug carries him,
till he is brought up by the opposite wall. Heedless of any injury he
may have sustained by the shock, he rapidly pursues the weight of his
head, by the assistance of his treacherous heels, howling discordant
sounds from some incoherent Russian song ; a religious fit will frequently
interrupt his harmony, when crossing himself several times, and as often
muttering his gospodi-pomilui, ¢ Lord have mercy upon us!” he reels
forward ; whether these devout ejaculations may arise fromA a presenti-
men. .. his fate, or some faint glimpse of the danger of his situ .on,
I cannot pretend to say: but so it is, for a few moments. at dif ent
intervals ; and then he tears the air again with his loud and national
ditties: staggering and 'stumbling tll his foot slips, and that earth

receives him, whence a thousand chances are, that he will never again
arise. He Hies just as he fell ; and sings himself gradually to that sleep
from which he awakes no more. Thus, like the heroes on Hohenlinden,
the snow becomes his winding-sheet; and the bitter blast alone now
fills the air, no longer agitated by the abrupt murmurs of hlS fading
voice.

During one severe winter, that so terrible to Furope, in the year
1780, terrible to you and me, like any other tale of other, times, only by
tradition ; it spent its rage in the careless days of our infancy ; but, alas,
how many storms of the elements and of the world have beat upon us
since ! — But to return. Duri‘ng that w m r we cold was so inveterate
. in Russia, that on the road between St. Pef arsburgh and Mosco, not less
than fourteen thousand persons perished from its dury.  You may
lmagme how certain is death to the individual who falls asleep in an
open atmosphere of twenty-ﬁve degrees of frost When I tell you that

“a
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as n;uch like the truth as a trumpet. Indeed, were you not to yield as
large a proportion of faith to me, as we formerly did to our unknown
authors, you would hardly believe, were I even to writg under my draw-
ing this is @ man, that it were not rather a Rustian bear, or as T said

before, a hairy rionster without a name.

Any of the extremities being more than usually exposed to the air,
are apt to be frozen; and if proper precautions be not taken in gradually
thawing them, the suﬂ‘eriné’narty may pass th_ remainder of his days, .
deprived perhaps of his nasal promontory; or be subject to the lliberality
of public conjecture of how e might have lost his ears. Besides there
are the inconveniences of curtailed feet or hands; and the pain of a
tenaer visage, from the scarifying of the skin. 1t is scarcely possible to
convey to you an idea of the sensation produced by a bleak wind blow-
ng in your face in an atmosphere of seventeen degrees of cold. * Suppose
it already stripped of the cutancous covering, and scraped rapidly all”
over with the fragment of a rusty iron hoop, or an old piece of pumice
stone : — this, believe me, my good friend, is but a faint attempt to im-
press you with the torment of such Borean kisses. Few of the higher
orders submnit their persons to these rough salutations, always 'movi‘ng
about in carriages when they are not shut up in close rooms. I believe
the reason why the English, who have been long dwellers in Russia, yet
retain their fresh, British complexion, is because, notwithstanding
the' extreme cold, they continue their daily bodily exercise in the
open air.

The winter habiliments of the dadies arc much more graceful than
those of the men, being warm without many extraordinary enfoldings.
Not exposing themselves, as our sex ~.e often obliged to do, to the out-
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ward atmosphere, they do not require such a labyrinth of fur 1o exclude
the cold. Their attire differs little from that worn in England ; and
makes no sensible variation to the eye, except a little more en bon point in
the  appearance, as the dresses are wadded throughout; a practice that
15 indispensable; for a cold caught in this climate almost nnmediately
engenders the most dangerous fevers ; and life is too often the forfeit for
an hour’s indiscretion.

The fair of this metr. ~olis are not in gr ne=~1 very formidable rivals to
those of - other -capitals which T have visited.! There-are some very fine
women. but the.majority have small claims to the title of beautiful.
Their features are rather of the kalmue cast; and from the sedentary
habits they acquire, nature soon allows the rose of thein &~ #n 1
into too full luxuriance. Like exotics in a hot-house, the artificial heat
brings them to untimely maturity ; and they fade away, even at the
moment when we expect o find them at their highest bloom. But it
1s only their exterior which thus changes. At the age of thirty, or
thirty-five, the face may be withered, the figure overgrown ; but still
youth is in the mind and the heart : and conversing with these charming
women, yousoon forget that she who discourses with the wit of Thalia
or the grace of Erato, does not also possess the beauty of Venus as well
as her tenderness. You must recollect that this is only the general de-
scription of theladies in this city. There are many exquisite exceptions :
and when we consider their mode of life, we can only wonder that there
are any. Stoved rooms, fresh air excluded, no exercise, hot suppers ;
all tend to demolish the shape, destroy the complexion, and impair the
health. |

‘My observations on the Russian fair have hitherto been confined to
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LETTER XII.
'

: : St. Petersburgh, November, 1805.
O strangers, unaccustomed. to the various changes produced in men
and things by the .. fluenee of inten e £ _st, nothing appears more
wonderful or note—worthy than that part of the city dedicated to the sale
of frozen provisions. Your astonisiied sight is there arrested by a vast
‘open square, containing the bodies of many thousand animals piled in
pyramidical heaps on all sides. Cows, sheep, hogs, fowls; v ., €ggs,

fish, all are sti'ﬂ‘ened into granite. S
The fish are attractively beautiful ; possessing the vividness of their
living colours, with the transparent clearness of wax imitations. The
beasts present a far less pleasing spectacle. Most of the larger sort
being skinned, and classed according to their species; groupes of many
“hundreds are seen piled up on their hind legs against one another, as if
each were making an effort to clime over the back of its neighbour. The
molionless apparent animation of their seemingly struggling attituaes , »
if suddenly seized in mov'ing,'and pefriﬁed by frost), gives a horrid life to
this dead scene.. Had an enchanter’s wand been instantaneously waved
over this sea of animals during their different actions, they could not
bave been fixed more decidedly. Their hardness, too, is so extreme,
.that the natives chop them up for the purchaser, like wood; and the
chips of their carcases fly off in the same way as splmtcxs do from masses

of timber or coal.

YOL. I. ; B
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A hatchet, the favourite instrument of the country, is used in the
operation ; as indeed it is generally applied to every other act of in-
genuity or strength. Sometimes “to things so nicely delicate, that if the
boors were taught to write, I have little doubt but then pens would be

made and repaired with it.

But to return to the market.  The provisions collected here are the
product of countries many thousand versts beyond Mosco. Siberia,
Axchangel, and still remc..= p ovinces, furnish duvelmerchandize,- which
during the frost’s severity is conveyed hither on sledges. - In consequence
of the multitudes of these commoaities; and the short period allowed
to the existence of the market, they are cheaper than at any other part
Gl u.1c1 are therefore bought in large quantities to be laid up
as winter stock. When deposited in cellars they Leep good for a length

of time.

‘At certain hours every day the market, while it lasts, is a fashionable
lounge. There you meet all the beauty and gaiety of St. Petersburgh ;
even from the imperial family down to the Russ merchant’s wife. In-
eredible crowds: of sledges; carriages, and pedestrians, throng the place:
the different groupes of spectators, purchasers, venders, and commo-
w ~o5;torm such an extr aordmary tout ensemble as no other city is known
to equa] :

During this mart of congealed merchandize, affecting scenes often
occur.  The provisions, I have already told you, are: transported from
the most remote provinces of this vast empire. Consequently the in-
finitude of sledges necessary for their conveyauce are accompanied by
boors. It is not often the case, that for more than one season the same
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persons travel with them ;' and this change of conductors is produced by
motives more honourable, ‘more powerful than interest itself.

Whenever a new levy is made for the army, a given number (accord-
ing lo<the state’s necessity) is taken from every five hundred slaves ca-
pable of bearing arms. Most of the villages have been thus deprived of
some of their inhabitants; and it is with the affectionate hope of again
seing their different velatives, that meny very aged men accompany
these frozen caravars S, Petersburg): is the extent of their views.
The knowledge of that citj and of their own village, bounds their geo-
graphic »ac"quirements: it is thither all their wishes tend ; for to that
spot alone, they falsely believe, is fixed the object of their fond solici-
tude. Ignorant of any particular corps, and only conscious that it is a
soldier they seek, under the livelrest impressions of expectation and affec-
tion, they momentarily look for the blessing of again. embracing a'son,
a brother, or some other near and beloved kinsman. Actuated by
similar feelings, hundreds of soldiers (after their military duties are over
for the day) are seen going from groupe to groupe, searching for their
own parents amongst these patriarchal strangers. To the observation
of a benevolent individual, these scenes are delightful. Ncthing can be
more affecting than to witness their joyful meetings ; fathers embracinz
their sons, brothers their brothers. But expressions of disappointi_ent
and envy at their comrades ‘good fortune, frequently excite nore dis-
tressing sympathies; and the heart saddens while listening to the im-
paﬁent enquiries of many, who are soon deprived of their dearest hopes,

by the information that another country contains their offspring: per-
haps another world. ;

: -My pencil would but feebly trace a scene which can only be pictured

HR 2
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by the feelings. 1 must thcrcf'ére plead iis mablhty : and for my pen,
how weak too is its description! Thy reflective, and finely tempered
mind, my friend, would here have much food for rumination. How
gladly should I listen to Lhoughts whlch were ever as fuil of wisdom as
of sympathy! In witnessing this scene, wouldst thou not gather inte- -
resting details of humble and domestic love, its joys and dxsappomt-
~ments ; and clothed in thy pure and touching language, how would they
penetrate the heart! But thbu{fh Heaven has no* gifted me with elo-
quence, I am not quite unbles. with the ipirit whenee it springs; and,
therefore, feeling all the tenderness of pumtc mtercsts, I am not less
sensible to that disinterestedness which loses the soft comforts of In‘e n

devotion to the pubhc weal.

Writing ef these sons and brothers, who go far from their families, to
defend their countfy’s honour, reminds me of a recent act of their cou-
rage, when led on by the invincible arm of one of their most distinguished
Generals. Knowing that your“heé,rt beats in unison with every deed of

true heroism, I cannot refrain from repeating it here. i

The name of Prince Bagration ‘is well known to you. His already
hald-earued laurels, gathered on the plains of Italy, and snatched fr om
. precipices of St. Gothard, have established his 1eputat10n as a soldier
for ever. He is indeed the Sir’ Sldney ol Russia ! possessing the same
intrepid enterprise, dauntless perseverance, and a resolution to over-
come, which no opposition can withstand. How often have you dweh
with admiration on the narrative of his actions in Ita]y ;- how often have.
we, together, commented with delight on the bmver\, with. which he
extricated his troops from the difficulties into whlch the mlsfortunes of
others had led him! He seems fated to be thus involy ed ; and thus

10
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bring himself out from danger with increased glory to himself and ho-
nour to his soldiers.

The late aftair on the advance of the main body of the Russian army
~under the gallant General Kutauzoff, is a new instance of his presence
of mind; and how much more powerful men are when sound military
knowledge directs the poiunts of their ba onets.. His command was a
small one; not over m\ re than four thousand men, who formed the rear
guard of Kutauzoffs ... -~ - T at General, from several unforeseen cir-
cumstances, found himself obliged *a pursne his march ; and so leave the
troops of the Prince in the extremest peril. giéneml Murat, meanwhile,
with an incalculable force threw hi/mself between @hese two divisions, and
totally ‘cut off all communication betwixt the rear and the main body
of the Russians. The French troops surrounded those of Bagration.
The experience and ever-wakeful attention of the Prince made him
fully comprehend his situation, and determined him, instead of yielding
the day as lost, to keep the enemy on the alert; and so gain time for
the troops under Kutauzoff to advance beyond the reach of the enemy.
At the moment he took this resolution, he well knew the price he should
pay for carrying it into execution. To preserve the main body of the -
army he must sacrifice the lives of his heroic followers, and lay d. = his
.own. ~ But that appeared to him the lesser evil. Their deaths would Sse-
cure the escape of the great hope of Russia, its concentrated troops, its
bravest generals, and he made no hesitation in taking his choice.

A messenger was sent to him from the enemy, importing that it would
be for the mutual advantage of both parties, if the commanders of each
army should have a conference before the advanced posts. Bagration
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acquxesccd and was attended thither by the brave Dolgorucky alone,
whilst Mura,i appeared with a concourse of generals and aides-de-camp.
The purport of this meeting was to inform the vRussm‘n Prince that
articles of peace had been signed between Austria and France ; and that
in consequence the.Russian troops were to retire within their own fron-
tiers.  Every argument whic!. falsehood could invent, and subtilty en-
force, was brought forward 1) persuade Bdcrratlon of the truth of what
was affirmed. . i b o

« Where are your credentials for this, General Murat ?”

“ My honour !”.

% The interview is finished,” teplied the Prince; * I shall pursue the
orders of my Emperor.”

“ Then you will not retreat?” demanded Murat; * if you advance,
your road must be through the breasts of sixty thousand Frenchmen.”

Bagration felt the mightiness of his course. He returned to his troops,
and »~dressing them as his brothers in glory, named the host by which
they were surrounded. “ If;” cried he, “ we would regain the main a,l’m};,
we must hew our passage through their hearts.”

The soldiers, worthy of their intrepid commander, exclaimed in one
voice, “ Lead us on! You are with us, victory before us | we follow !”

- Bagration seized a bayonet and rushed upon the French., He was

¥
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not alone, for his brave followers were a phalanx at his side: his heroic
soul seemed to animate all their hearts, and give an herculean vigour to
their arms as they mowed down the opposing ranks, and spread the
bloody field with the writhing bodies of imperial republicanis. Tt was an
action which might rival that of Thermopylw: but it met a better fate.
Bagration was victorious: he had preserv 'd the main army by his resxst—-
ance; he now saved his divisien with - ,nconmderable Joss; and soon
formed a junction wih Kutanzoff. Tvsb thousand of the enemy were
killed in the field, and fifteen hyndred taken prisoners, with several stand
of colours. =8 _ g.‘

To the sudden boldness of the attack may be attributed much of its
effect.  Murat, aware of his numbers and advantages, deemed any se-
 rious opposition on the part of Bagration as so desperate, that he regarded
his brave menace as nothing more than a sort of theatrical gasconade to
render his exit a little more respectablé.  Any attempt to cut through the
French he thought was o meet inevitable defeat and death; and, there-
fore, when the blow really was struck, it fell like electricity ; astonish-
ment and confusion were the conse(iueliQES on the side of the French: and
General Murat bad the mortification to see the plain strewn with his
own dead ; and the invincible Russian march off the field a conqueror, at

the head of his victorious and unthinned ranks.

This incident shews how necessary that spirit is to .a soldier, which -
knows when to prefer action before deliberation. There are moments
when a General must decide by akind of brave instinct, and throw himself
at once into the arms of the giant Danger: grapple to him, and with a
resistless héart fling him to the grourd. If he wait till the tremendous
power springs upon him ; the weight may be oo heavy, the shock too
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: great, and he sink to the earth overwhelmed and périshingl There is
difference between rashness and this intrepid daring. The situation must
warrant the ha’zprd, and then it is glorious to seize the peril and ppt,{ it to
the issue of a fall. It is this spirit which makgs G}'ea;t Britain now the
mistress of the waves. : : ;
'jﬂ‘ I cannot’ d1s111;ss my subject | vithout relatmg a c1rcumstance that hap-
'pened during this last gallant e: ploit of the Russi .n Pri 1nce A grena_
dier had been sepaxabed from hls line, as it hurried forward m attack the
French. At this crisis he was assalled b .our of the enemy, one officer
an :ree soldiers.  On pe” wviny wem approach with fury i in their eyes
and gestures, like his General he determined to sell his life Ig‘-dearly,‘ and
_ calling on “ God and Suwarroff I’ he met the first with the cc’)ntents of his
piece: seeing him dead at his feet, he received the second on the point
of his bayonet ; the brains'of the third hé beat out with the butt-end of
his musket ; and would have sent the soul of the fourth after those of his
comrades, had not the I‘wngzhman s heels stood his friend, and carrled
him far from dangel Th¢ undaunted soldler, seeing the coast clear,
quietly regained his rf:gnnent and fell into his place in the ranks w1th
; silence and regularity, as if pothmg had happened

P‘x}uce Bagration did not ine"glect $0 éxtrziordinary a-proof of martial
resolution. And sdme time afterwards, having communicated it to the
Emperor, that generous Monarch (Yvho makes his favour, like the sun, :
shine fon the worthy of all degrees) ordered him a purse of a hundred
ducats and promoted hun 1o the rank of a subaltern ofﬁcer i

: i

Bagrauon and I&uta.uzoﬁ' are now on the frontiers. The brave Alex-

ander is also gone thither ; but whether to take the\ command or not
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LETTER XIII.

A St. Petersbv gh, November 1805.
HAVE been at court. It was at the anniversary of St. Ni.cholas;
a day held sacred by the Mlussians ; » .ney often wait for its return
in oraer to fight a battle, stv..a a ciy, or commence any other momen-

tous enterpnse

We arrived at the Winter Palace about eleven o’clock in the forenoon,
~and followed the gentleman who introduced us, into a large saloon where
- numbers of* officers and nobility were assembled, waiting the imperial
family’s arrival. Not many minutes elapséd before a bustle at the lower
end of the apartment announced the entrance of the court. The expecting
crowd then opened to right and left. Thirty gentlemen in tich em-
broidered stits passed along : these were what they term les chamberlains
actuel ; each having a golden key and blue ribben, the insignia of their

rank, atta. "« to his frock. The young Empress, dr essed in white sattin®
“and gold, thien followed.

Her person is not tall, yet it is graceful and elegantly proportioned ;
and the air of it is tender and interesting. Her eyes are soft and blue;
her complexion touchingly delicate. T wished that hideous thing called
a hoop devoutly at the devil, as it hid the lower part of her figure, and
cruelly lengthened the confinement of her waist: this barbarous rem-
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nant of Gothic taste always destroys those graces inseparable from the
female form in its natural state. However, notwithstanding these dis-
advantages, the shape of the young Empress was charming.

There was an air of melancholy about her which added ten thousand
beauties to a countenance already sufliciently lovely. This gentle sad-
ness is easily accounted for. It is kiiown to arise from the present
absence of the Emj =vor, ‘who is gont to meet danger, and perhaps
death ; and the recnllection of a sweet infant, of whom that inexorable
ravager of our earthly happi..~ss has latelv deprived her, and whose loss
she still deeply regrets. 7 »

As she passed through the long line of militm"y nobles, she honoured
us on each side with the most smiling aﬁ'abilify; and her small regular
features expressed a soft urbanity, almost approaching umxdlly Her
voice is peculiarly melodmus

\After the Empress, a long retinue of ladies of honour, noblemen, &ec.
 followsd : we fell into the train (for two of our countrymen accompanied
me), and entered the chapel. This consecrated apartmen? is not very
| large ; and does not differ materially in form from those I have already
mentioned, eXcept that its decorations are of a more gorgec=s kind and
a finer taste. Gold, paintings, and bronze, form the skreen. A huge
chandelier of massive silver hangs from the ceiling, and is always lighted.
Numerous choristers, habited in scarlet robes richly embroidered, were
ranged in opposiie lines. Her Majesty (for she was the only one of the
imperial family present, the rest being indisposed), was advanced several
paces before her attendants, and stood the whole of the service, which

lasted above an hour. ;
: ' gL
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When the religious rites were over, the metropolitan bishop, sur-
rounded by other ecclesiastics, came from the interior to salute the
Empress.  She presented them her hand which they pressed to their lips,
while she at the same moment put her right cheek to theirs (the usual
mode of friendly salutation here). The contrast of this groupe was

strikingly pieturesque.  The yoyng Empress’s lovely lily like form, and

splendid attire, o-pposcd to th{ solemn grandeur of the father’s robes

- (whose long and silver beard 'wept his bosom) ; .he equally venerable
appearance of the other divines’ and the gay habils and martial uni-
forms of -the surrounding young nobleme, rormed altogether a scene of
meresting and brilliant efi.(.  Foreign officers, Cossacks, Georgians,
and Princes from the interior provinces, completed thls romantic

‘ picture.

'

No sooner was the ceremony of salutation past, than all returned in
the former order. I did not linger behmd for my heart loitered not
with any of the courtly damsels who had passod and yet they were

passing fair; very fair, had mot the superior charms of the Empress,
like those of the radiant Diana, cast all her sparkling attendan's imto

shade,

Anun@s: the many accomplishments boasted by the Russian ladies is
one; on which the saucy prejudice against the sex might be very mala-
pert: I mean their wonderful facility in learning lann"ucxcrcs Almost
all modern tongues are easy to them ; and French i 1s even so much more
familiar than their own, that they speak and write it with fluency, when
they can hadly spell a word in their native Russ. The neglect of the
latter ldnouaoc is not surprising, as it is hardly ever spoken in polite

'« circles; being tutally confined to deeds of state, law, and ecclesiastical

e
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acts.  But with- the Jlanguage of France, that strange perverted nation
has not exported its system of ethics, nor its superficial, elossing manners.
"The nobility of Russia are honest, frank and hospitable. A something
about them still exists which reminds you that Muscoyy and England first
shoak hands in the days of our good QueerL Bess. There is a hardihood,
at the same time a courtliness of deameanor, that recals to recollection the

- prowess of Sir Francis Drake, the gallantry of Sir Walter Raleigh.  What
Elizabeth was to En)land, Catherine the Second bwas to Russia: the .
effects remain : after. the ﬂ(m er “is cropt and laid in the tomb, its fra-

grance survives and embahns e lel’lOlll](llgi almoqphere.

= ~

Owilrm to the peculiér constitution of this empire, the arts and
sciences are, in general, but secondary obJecL% in the minds of the na-
tives.  'Fhe nobles deem no- profession honourable but that of arms.
Ambition would be thought to stoop, if it sought any celebntx from
e\('dhnv by the chissel, the pencil, or the peri: hence, the finest talents
among the high-born are never directed towards anv of these points.
Military glory is all: their aim : and, if it chances to be united with the
spontancous growth of any milder genius, it is well; the possesser is
pleased, and his friends delighted ;" but no fame accrues frem classical
endowments. The study of thearts and sciences is left to slaves ; or at best,
to slaves made free : and they, unhappy men! from being descended from
that contemned race, can never, by any exertions of their own; or by the
- conclusive appeal of appropriate a_cﬁons, assert the inherent nobility of*
the heavenly pifted mind.  Slavery is a taint that can never be erased ;
and thus the gencrous ambiigen of genius is cankered at the very root.

’An
“The usual p;ist'imes of the nobles, when they are not pm‘su'mg military
105
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exercises, or employed in offices of state, are the carriage or the sledge
durmg the morning. They dine at half past two o “clock, and after that
either sleep for a couple of hours (for they do not sit long at table), or
play at games of cards, of which therc are a great variety ; billiards is alse_
a frequent amusement ; but the most favourite is a game called Boston,
a sort of whist; it is not known with us; and yet, sirange to tell, the
Russians say it was invented by the British officers during the cam-
paigns in America. The eve.niing produces the theatre, or assemblies at
their own houses, when, either cards are again resorted to, or a light
dance exhilarates the seene. to which *.c company who prefer sitting,
puy on the piano-forte ana harp. Various little pasiimcs, such as forfeits,
the magic musie, &c. &c. are brought forward. And thus wit and in-

nocent mirth carry on the hours till suppet is announced. This meal
is generally too luxurious for the health and beauty of those who draw
round the table.  Soups, fish, roast and boiled meats, and savoury
dishes, fill the groaning hoard. Good appetites are seldom wanting ;
and thus, both mentally und bodily recreated, or rather overburthened,
do the parties betake themselves to rest; their stomachs fevered with
the richest food, they lie down in bed-rooms where an artificial heat,
like that Of a hot-house, ferments their digestion, leaving them at
waking, pale, languid, and spiritless, This is the common mode: but
where experience has opened the eyes of some, and travel informed
others, such injurious customs are set aside; and we .behold, as in
England, the blooming cheek of a Hebe rising brightly with the morn ;
and the athletic form of manhood moving with all the freshness of health
all the elasnclty of youthful vigour. © g

e

I am intem'xpted by a message from my friend at the Ambassador’s
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that great news have arrived from England ! 1 go to learn the tidings ; and
“hope, before I finish this letter, to congratulate you on some glorious
event for our country and for Europe. .

S o R g ok kR %K o % & & ¥ Ok - ¥

Days have elapsed since 1 could return to this paper. An event
indeed! Great and momentous to the whole world! ¢ How have the

2>
!

mighty fallen, and weapons of war perished Nelson, our brave, our
invincible Nelson is no more! Ieaven, then, in the moment of viciory.,
took from England her never—f‘ai]ifxé hope. Dear llaé our country pa
for the glory of Trafalgar : but it is a glory that will cast the Corsican
star into shadow : it must shine in every British heart for ever; and -
at the hour of danger, whether in the field or on the wave, go before
them like a pillar of fire to light them to fame and victory. Yea, even
though hosts oppose them, will not his last words rally their souls to
stand? < England expects every man to do his duty I”  What a war-cry
is that! What an arousing call to those who hayve been his compeers !
What a summons to deeds of honour to generations yet unborn! To
dwell on the bright name of a departed hero, how does it inspire the
wind to emulate his example! To die like a Wolfe or a Nelson, is a
destiny so great,- that cold must be the heart which ‘is not awakened to
enthusiasm and patriotic zeal when it recals their life and death to
remembrance. ' Who would not partake their bed with joy? = Defending
your country, opposing your breast as a shield between England and
her enemies, let the balls come: if they strike, it is for thousands your
life is given. Vicrory ! safety 1o your country, the preservation of
relations, fﬁends, countrymen, all are in that word ! So Wolfe died, and
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so Nelson tell | The $hout of triumph arose, and the souktook its flight
to I'{éaven ¥ .angels eceive ity and as a benefactor of mankind, it takes
its happy seat amongst hosts of kindred, blissful spirits! Here, this is
the bright career of the real hero. His sword is drawn for justice alone ;
to defend, not to oppress ; and thus his Jaurels are immortal as the fields
of Paradise.  But those of the mere conqueror, the invader of neighbour-.
ing countries, the usurper of others’ right, where are lhe) ? What ishe?
Though his exterminating brand laid the whole nniverse at his feet, he
is still only a4 CONGUEror, a mmdcrel of mankind; and though fame
may speak of his deeds, glory can never surronnd them. Glory can be
~*tached to nollnng that is not virtuous. We fear the tyrant, but it is
only the hero that we revere. Where were the tears which fell for the
‘Limurs of any age or nation? Behold those which flow for Ne]sbn_!
England mourns him as a parent, as a pi'otecting genius ravaged from
her shores.  And distant nations, they mingle their sighs with her’s :
to every quarter where his victorious and guardian standard flew, have
the news of his death been sent ; and grievous _has-been the Jamentation.
In being the chanipion of liberty and honour; he was the charilp.ion‘of, all
mankind ; and as such, he who fought for all, is wept by all. :

The account of this memorable event was transmitted to the Russian
army on the frontiers, and there read to the Emperor Alexander by his
surgeon, a Scotch genth‘mm? who 1s as worthy of the country in which he
was born, as of the imperial confidence.. The tidings strack the Em-
peror in the most forcible m{anner ; and while his brave eyes filled with
tears, he uttered such an eulogium on the merits of the departed hero,
as, could he be sensible of human tribute, must be a sweet incense to
his immortalized spirit.  Indeed I should not do justice to‘-thé‘ Russians.
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were 1 not fo say that the general feeling they express for our Nelson is
that of men regretting the loss of a dear brother. Their rejoicings for
the victory of Trafalgar are chastened by the idea that the hand which
won it is now disabled for ever in the grave.

Such is the drawback to our triumph: and I am sorry to say, that we -
anticipate even another allay to our jby. It'is rumoured that a battle
has been fought between the combined forces of Austria and Russia,
~ with those of France; and that the result obliged the Emperor of Ger-
‘many— to make an immediate neace with the enemy. The Emperor
Alexander and his forces, indignant at what has happened, are on their

“return home. Long before this arrives in England, you will have
received from the scene of action, more certain i11te]ligellce of this dis-
astrous affair. At present the report is, that the principal failure lay on
the side of the ‘Austrians ;.nay, if it be true what is said, failure is too
gentle an epithet for their conduct; rather baseness and treachery, in the
worst sense of the words. The rumour goes that a large body of the
Austrians not only deserted to the French, but even fired upon the Rus-
sians, whom they had brought thither as their allies and protectors ; thus
adding ingratitude to their deep dishonour. How must such a stigma

“on his countrymen pierce the heart of the Archduke Charles! But'lhe
still exists, and virtue may 'yet revive in Austria. :

The loss which the brave Russians have sustained, they say, is very
considerable. The enemy too have had a most dear victory. But I
have no doubt, that in the usual siyle of these ci-devant republicans, it will
be proudly set forth as an achievement of their arms with little damage
on their side, and no infamy whatever - In those accounts which they

VOL. I. gl |
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give to the world, nothing is said of their bribery, their corruptions,
their deceits, their falsehood : the net is no where spoken of that is
spread by wiles under the feet of monarchs; the golden draught is no
where mentioned which poisons their councillors, and lays their honesty
ar” ~gour asleep. Ministers, not their Sover eigns, often seal the misery

of thousands.

The public are cajoléd by being told that all the conquests of France
are the effects of dauntless bravery alone ; hence its leader is deified as
a kind of god. But look under the purple that invests him, and there
you will see the serpent’s wily train. He is bold, he has great talents, and
insatiable ambition ; and he was placed on a stage where he might exert
all. Insuch a situation, when once a man forgets that he is an account-
able being, when he determines to live to his desires alone, how easy is it
for him to glut them to the utmost.  No check menaces him but that of
fortune; bowing to no god but his ambition, faith, honour, life, death,
are as nothing in his hands : he throws them to the right or left as they
impede his course ; and makes straight forward over the neck of groan-
ing Nature to his goal. -

Bonaparte has now all Germany at his command. Kings, they say,
are to be speedily created, and the whole of the country to be newly
divided. Intermarriages between the Corsican’s relations and ancient
princely families are to be formed ; the better to build up the founda-
tions of the universal empire he scems to meditate. He does indeed
“bestride the globe;” and sets its rightful sovereigns to ¢ peep about
beneath his huge legs to find themselves dishonourable graves.” 'There
is something very awful in the idea of how great may be the fall of this

\
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The hospital in question, was instituted forty years a<jo; and is in
truth but a branch of one more extensive at Moscow. . It is designed for
the reception of foundlings. The number of little deserted souls now
within the walls of this blessed asylum at St. 'Petcrsburgh, is nearly
six hundred. When I went over the house the matron shewed me eioh-
lovely infants which had been left that very day at the place appointed
for their reception. To obtain admission for her “ne. *he mother of
one of these poor little beings at a certain hour rcpairs secretly to a
given spot, where, depositing her charge in a. wicker' .bas'ket, ‘along with
some relic of affectionate remembrance, (perhaps nothing but tears!)
ghe pulls a bell, on which it is msmntly taken from her sight, in all
probability for ever.,

The infants (arranged in wards and classes according to their age)
are watched during the helpless period of existence with maternal care.
When their mental and bodily powers are capable of useful occupation,
they are instructed in such arts or employments as may render them
advantageous to that state which is so justly entitled to their filial gra-
titude. The girls are taught first to make the different parts of their
habiliments; then to manufacture fringe, lace, and an exquisite cmbroi-
dery, which isused on courl dresses, funeral palls, and sacerdotal robes.
The boys are made alert in tayloring, shoe-making, and stmilar occu-
pations of publié utility. By this means the capital is supplied with
industrious mechanics of both sexes: by this means the humanity of
the state Lurns private indiscretion into national benefit ; and not only
thousands of innocent creatures are preserved T comm————
many a parent is saved from the most horrid of crimes.

T must not omit telling you that there is a part of this institution
10 :
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dedicatea tc females wunder “ a state of maternal solicitude.”  The peculiar
good intended by thereception of women so circumstanced, is? not only
to render them assistance, but to’ furnish subjects of instruction for a
certain number of girls who are destined to practise midwifery. After
“weima properly qualified, these young persons are distributed through_-
out the most distant provinces of the empire; and thus become bless-
ings to the ig: ~.wan, Suffering peasant. '

* Cleanliness reighs in every part of the Foundling Hospital. The
various wards are airy and commodious. Each foundling has a small
separate bed (very clean and meat), over which is written the name of
the occupier, with its supposed age, and the date of its admission.
When' the foundlings attain the age of twenty-one, I am told that a
pecuniary donation, and a certificate of their conduct, ushers them.mto

_the wide world.

This excellent charity is not only furnished with unexceptionable
superintendants for the advanced classes, but anxious care is taken to
supply the infants with the mourishment allotted to them by nature.
- For this purpose, great numbers of hale, stout women, who have newly
become mothers, are brought from the villages of Ingria and Finland,
in droves like milch cows ; who (after thelr health is ascertained), are
dismbut:ed over the hospital.

In my life L never saw such wretched, humiliating specimens of hu-
Wt wxvie ;v 0dious appearance struck me the more horrably when
- “emembered that they were of the angelic sex. Imagmanen cannot
paint their strange costume, their stupid countenances; the sallow ma-
hogany-coloured flesh of their uncouth flabby persons, their setiled
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vacaney of staré, and complete non-entity of cxpression. -}l‘hé,dllty
marked out for these poor creatures to fulfil, is the loveliest and most
interesting one in which a woman can appear: but here; alas! disgust.
is the only feeling excited. While surveying them, 1 could not help
making a comparison between their aspects and the wet-nurses of Eng-
land. The latter, all health and roses; their eyes beaming a sirhp]e
philanthropic affection over the little helpless being 11 . ou->sured ; their
persons firm as marble; and their whole air vouching ror their impart-
ing the riches of a good constitution to the child whom a mother’s in-
ability, perhaps, has consigned to their care. -

But to return to my Russians. At one period there was such a
superabundance of the fving fruits of love or immorality, that a suffi-
cient number of these temporary parents could not be procured. To
supply the deficiency goats were substituted, and for some time an-
swered well ; but from unavoidable change in this animal’s food during
a few months in the year, it was found that the children thus fed @
la Romulus, grew sickly ; the practice was therefore discontinued. When
nursed by a goat, the infant was held under the stomach of the beast to
suck ; which position possibly prevented it from taking its nourishment
peaceably. ’ '

If (as it is said) the temper, propensitics, and constitution are trans-
mitted by our lacteal food, they who have been thus subsisted will make :
but heavy members of society; for little of the graceful or the active
in spirit can be augured from the foster-children of Fir.., ju ..oy and wose &
Yet perhaps the inconveniences may not be very great; as the destir-_
pursuits of these oddly-nurtured mortals seldom require either very
laborious or very brilliant exertions of the mind.
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~vice!) is to be procured, the last opeck is eagerly expended to pur-
chase it. These uncivilized husbands are by no means patient of any
'reﬁlsai from their wives, or delicate in their choice of argument to enforce
- submission: for I have beheld such hearty drubbings ‘dealt out upon
the shoulders of the sisterhood, ;as would have been the death of any
other woman than a Russian peasant. « '

I am sorry to say that this mode of compelling obedience is not con-
fined to the boor alone. The domestics in every family being slaves,
they as much belong to their lord, -as the chairs and tables of the house
and are, in general, treated too much like mere pieces of furniture.-
~ While they do their duty it is well ; they are quietly used according to
their appropriate service ; but as fellow r'reatmes they are seldom con-
sidered. Should they Uamgress, they are . 0rht better by a manege
something like that our countrymen exercise on the backs of their
asses. This system is so abhorred by the benevolent Alexander, that
he takes every opportunity of buying the estates of the nobles, and
immediately giving freedom to the peasants. By this generous policy
he removes the yoke from their necks, and brings forward into freedom
and occasions of earning an honest and independent subsistence, a race
of men who will soon form themselves into the most useful part of the
body politic; that middle rank, which is the sinew of a nation’s
strength, the source of her riches, and the guardian of her glory.

3 %

We need only turn our eyes to Englend to see the proof of this.
Look at her wealthy yeomanry, her mercnants as princes: and her
commons sitting at the helm of state, and equal in ;- ver with the
nobility, guiding it in. safety and honour - through all ths shocks' of con-
tending emplres! Blest England! Wherever I go, T il think on my

VOEL, I. : U
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LETTER XV.

St. Petersburgh, Jamuzi'y, 1806.
HE Fmperor has arrived from the army. And the guards, as well as
the Grand-Duke Constantine’s Hulan regiment, are expected ere long

to march into St. Petersburgh. The peace between France and Austria
is ratified. The earth has been sown witl‘1, blood, and new kings are
- arising every day from the dragon’s teeth. The Continent, at present,
seems plunged into a fearful sleep.’ P-~=~narte is the on]_}; one awake
in the desolated scene. His‘machinations ana his arms have silenced
. the people who were once considéred as. the military oracles of Europe.
Vienna has been humbled by his presence; and the Imperialists have
mourned in sackcloth and ashes, their too ready credence of his belial
tongue. The Louvre will now receive additional treasures ; for neither
the private nor public museums of Germany can escape the vigilant
pillager of Europe. This is the third of the Lord’s anoinfed whom he has

- driven from their capital ; and who may be the next,” which of us can

pretend to say ! Thouéh, judging of the fate of nations by their deter-
mination and means of resistance, Tittle fear is to be entertained for the
independence either of England or of this country. The same amor
patrie is paramount here, which so surely guarantees the freedom of our
native island. Usurpation is held in equal debestétion, while so amiable
a monarch as Alexander fills the imperial throne. '

Having been presented to this interesting personage, I cannot but
U 2 v
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g.ve you a sketch of his figure and 1 ~nners. I know your eagerness to
become acquainted with the great of all countries: I mean the truly
great ; the illustrious in talents, and the illustrious in virtue : they alone
have ever been the great to y* u; " andto them, while resembling them |
as a brother, have you not aIW'xys howed with the humility of a son!

But to return to the Emperor.

He is mild in his demeanor, gentle in his nlwtions,‘ and particularly
graceful in his 'addres;s.' The goodness of his heart shines forth in his
eyes, and the sweetness of his temper ever embellishes his lip witha
smile. So great is his benevolence, that not a day passes without bring-
ing forward some instance of his attention to the welfare and comfort of
his people and his lenity in numshmg criminals is so forbearing, that
in all cases the most ter<_c mercy waits upon his Justlce His figure is
handsome and elegant, his air affable and engaging; and his coun-
_lenance ever expresses the benignity of his mind. ‘His height is about
five feet eleven inches. He is fair with blue eyes; and his complexion,
though not florid, is beaming with health, and most interestingly tinged
with the hue of a military life. T '

Bl

- On our first presentation, acc,ordmg to the ehquette of tb.lS court, the
Emperor passed forward; only bowing to the strangers.  But after that
formal ceremony was once over, at every other levée he converses with
all the'dignified freedom which sits so gracefully upon persons of his
rank ; and more particularly captivates in him, from the intelligence
and amiable interest of  his manners.

y

Tie dowager Empress, who is of a Pallas form and mien, is a most
admirable woman. 1 have before given you an idea of her numerous
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charities. She is exquisitely acer. mplﬁshed and possesses a. courtesy of
address that is undescribable. To her fair hand I am indebted for a dia-
-mond, which, in devotion to her virtues, I shall ever wear next my hear:.

: Since the return of its invaluable mbnai‘(:h, St. Petersburgh has been
a scene of" continued gaiety. And as it is also the opening of the new
year, a time of extraordinary festivity in Russia, there isno end to the
fétes, feasts, and rejoicings. :

Amongst them all, 1 must not omit describing an evening which I
lately passed at the Winter Palace. The entertainment given' there was
a public masquerade ; where, from the imperial family, down to the
Russ tradesman, all ceremony was suspended. This immense winter
residence (of which the Hermitage forms ‘o;_s.‘.!y a very small part) was
thrown open : ‘every saloon, gallery, and corridor blazed with chande-
liers. 'The dome of the grand hall of Saint George shone like a crystal
heaven. Indeed, in the luxury of light no' country is 50 lavish as
Russia; for even the meanest houses bear witness to the truth of this

observation.

The crowd and heat of the masquerade was almost unbearable (fifteen
hundred persons having received tickets of admission); and when in-
volved 1n fa vortex where mingled many of the wnpurified natives, the
more refined were unable to for m an antidote to the eﬁiuwa Otto of
roses and the most costly perfumeo, were breathed in vain th_rough this -

-

motley and steamzing groupe.
~ The nobility present, who. underwent this Saturnalian festval, . vere :
full dressed in Venetian and other fancy habits. The lower orders were
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attired aher their usual manner : put the most curious objecls were the
wives of the tich Russian merchants (whose national costume had in
xtso]f a masquerade cffect), attended by their bearded husbands dressed
“in dark kaftans. As they strolle about the rooms, they appeared like
companies of fantastic (,haractexs, habited as magicians, and overgrown -
fairies clad in * glittering robes of shining green /” Amongst the orna-
ments of these woinen, my eye was much pleased with one peculiar tq,
their country : it is a coronet of the ducal form, composed entirely of
pearls exquisitely arranged. Under this coronet the hair of the single
‘women is bound smoothly baek ;. that of the married ones wholly con-
cealed.  Great masses of fur, gold and silver fringe, finish their gala
attire. It is only to carnival days and saints’ festivals that they pay
the tribute of so sumptuous an appearance ; and then their mania for
outvying a rival, often ‘makes them forego the common comforts of
existence. : ]

Ateeight o'clock the masquerade was filled to saffocation ; and about
an hour afterwards the imperial family entered, creating a kind of cur-
rent in- the mob, which is clegantly termed a Polonage. 'This is a pro-
menade in couples, with which all the maids of honour, gentlemen of
the court, nobles, &c. fall in.  Thus they pass through every chémher,
to the gratification of the multitude, mingling without reserve am_idst
the lowest of their subjects. The ladies of the imperial family were all
clothed in the ancient style of Muscovy ; a habit covered with pearls,
and by no means unbecoming.  But to the beauty or majesty of their
coéffure, my stubhorn taste for simplicity refused to subscribe. The
coeflure is a thing entirely formed of various coloured jewels, ﬁ'xed-dn
the. sead by means of a cap, from which it rises like a pyramid’ ﬁeaﬂy a
yard in the air; large uncouth patterns of flowers are wrought into .‘i.t,
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making an embroidery of precious stcaes. From the utmost pinnacle
of this monstrous non-descript, hangs é.huge square of brocaded silk,
reachiné to the bottom of the back. When you look at this last ap-
pendage, without knowing to what it is . ttached, the effect is ridiculous
beyond conception. \

“After remaining more than two hours in the assembly, the imperial
family withdrew into the Hemntace This department of the palace
being sacred to them and their par ty, became literally'a heaven to retire

to, from the bustle, heat, and offensive vapour of the purgatory we -+
had left.
‘

In some former letter I have described this celebrated place : at least+
 the pictures which form its splendid hangmgs. Nothing can exceed the
magnificence of its various decorations. Silver candclabra of gigantic
size and classic shape, blazing above vases of Siberian marble, are
ranged on all sides, amidst every luxurious improvement of couch or
chair in French, Turkish, or Grgcian taste. These elegant trifles dre
not too profusely lavished : fof‘t‘hey all seem to have their use, and
xathef add to, than diminish the consequence of those nobler works of
art which enrich the walls. Indeed the whole nterior of this little
palé_tc.e is so complete, and arranged with such unity of design, that it
. would be injurious to its merits to attempt comparing it with 5t. Cloud.
That hoasted mansion, for the perfection of which every itpm of French
talent has been exerted, every touch of French taste laboured and
repeated, proved at last — but a large Magazin des Meubles ! Confused and
vilely disposed, the infamous faghion of never admitting two chairs alike
into one room has rendered it the most disgusiingly exr-.” ~sdnd
vulgarly ostentatious display-of fine furiiture that ever ye 'fpretended o

~
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the name of magnificence. St.Cloud is an upholsterer’s shop, whence
palaces may be fitted : the Hermitage is a palace ready fitted for the

reception of Kings.

And here was spread a court supper, that in splendor and \tastc well
accorded with the graces of the imperiixl family which adorned the ban-
quet. 'The theatre of the Hermitage, in which operas, masquerades and
balls are often given, during the winter residence of the Emperor, was
adapted for the occasion in a style exquisitely beautiful and novel. The
artist who has the management of these fairy phantames_ is an Ttalian
called Gonzalo ; and his genius had now imparted such charms to this .
little theatre as are far beyond my home';” pen to describe. :

In the first place, the pit was boarded level with the stage. On this
platform were placed tables, in-all the pride of an imperial banquet,
richly lighted and royally spread for feasting. The festooned curtain
common to theatres, was here made of gold tissue, forming resplendent
draperies, glittering with fringes of cut-glass. Immediately behind this
fagade rose drapery of the same magnificent ‘materials in form of a
Turkish tenty from the centre of which hung a lustre whose numberless
crystal pendents produced a constellation oft light.  Over this fell a
-veil of spun glass, woven into transparent net-work like lace, fhrough
which played the prismatic colours with indescribable brilliancy ; cords
and tassels of glaqs n chxous festoons, crossed each other amongst the
draperies ; beneath which stood a cucular bower of rose-trees in full.
blow and fmcmnce A range of arches (advanced some paces in front
of the bowel), were tastefully omamcntcd with cuabesque devices ; and
their =2 s filled up with a film of spun-glass apparently finer than
cobweb on which were painted in opaque colours, sylphic figures,

! 10
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which thus seemed floating in air. U aseen hghts were s0 ingeniously
placed as to reflect from this glassy yauge, producmg such an effect as-
the sun’s rays on a light-falling shower: ]

When the whole of this enchanted spbt was illuminated, it might well
have been mistaken for a diamond mine, des*ned for the banquet of
genii. Nay, the charm was completed by the sound of music from a
hidden instrument, which united in itself the characters of the organ and
Eolian ‘harp (I did not see it, but they say it will surprise me when I
do.) These soft, melodious breathings issued from the thicket of
rose-trees, and finished the magical effect of this Arabian-night like
scene. While ¢ pleasure winged the festive hours,” I almost fancied
.myself transported to one of the Fortunate Islands of the fabulist, or, shall
I say to Mahomet’s paradise: the banquet of the senses was before me;
and around, the lovely Houris with the peerless Cadige at their head !
~ You must forgive my being a little in the superlative upon a subject
$0 excessive in all the luxuncs of eye, ear, taste, and smell.

Thus past the evening, and in the morning new scenes of amusement
presented themselves. At this season of the year the inhabitants of St,
Petersburgh dedicate themselves to one continued whirl of merry-making.
_ Thestreets are filled with men, women, and children in their gala dresses;
and the gay carriages and sledges of the nobility are ever passing and
repassing before the eye. Religion, as well as joy forthe Emperor’s
return, gives rise to this extraordinary animation. It being the eve of
a great fast, the people are resolved to enjoy pleasure in L7 Ciuune
‘extravagance, before they are obliged to bid it a temporary 't:arcwe.l.
This excess is indulged by the lower classes only ; who at this tirx2 are
- seen in_toxica)téd, and perishing in the streets, a sacrifice to their mad

!
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festivity: They who survive thy ' unrestrained debauch, live very tem-
perately during the fast, on herks, pulse, honey, and fish fried in oil;

their beverage, also miserably poor, being nothing but a sort of meagre
beer diluted with water.

Immediately prior to-t-’s season of penance, all St. Petersburgh, from
the palace to the hut, is one crowd of activity and mlrth. Tl?e Neva
as well as the streets, is covered with sledges, whose gay contents are
shining in silver and pearls, various coloured velvets and cosily furs.
Some drive up and down certain streets, for instance the Great Per-
spective (which 1s the Bond-street of St. Petersburgh), to sée and be seen
in all the splendor of their winter array. Others partake of' the pas-
times annually exhibited on the river, very little differing from those of

Bartholomew Fair.

The principal émUsenlent of this kind is the Ice Hill. Tt is a species
of exercise very difficult to describe, as I know nothing in England that
I can compare with it. The Russians are particularly fond of the amuse-
ment ; and though dangerous to the ignorant, yet to the practised, from
their dexterity in descendmg the tremendous fall; it 1s both safe and
delightful.

f

. s :
A temporary stage of wood is erected, about forty or fifty feet from
the sarface of the river; from the perpendicular height of which is a
steep descent like the side of an ‘abrupt rock ; against this is/laid blocks
o1 10, tiat soon become an united mass, by means of torrents of water
which are thrown along them, and that harden in a few seconds. . On
the };vél, at probably two hundred and fifty, or three hundred yards,
stands a similar erection ; only placed a little on one side, in order to
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clear the glassy road for the sledges da ting from the summit of its op-
posite neighbour. This they mount b 7 means of a flight of stairs in its
rear ; and placing their sledges on th» dechvlty, are conveyed back to
the othor il by the same method they 'eft it. Indeed, the force gained
by precipitating themselves from the top, '~ more than sufficient to carry
such light sledges to a far greater distance than “hag whi=ji lies between
each icy pyramid. ,The geometrical scratch underneath will convey to
~ you a general idea of this pastune A7 Skt -

A. A. the inclined planes of ice. B. the flight of steps in"order to
ascend. C. the flat betwéen the opposite hills; D. people on sledges,
impelled towards its base. ' E. fir-trees stuck on the top of the h111s
to give them a cheerful and pretty effect. :

The bearded natives gather a: plentiful harvest of kopecks duri'ng this
carnival, as a few pieces of that money 1s théir usual charge for - -=s-
porting"individuals’ down-the icy fall. The mode is as follows. A sort
of sledge, without projections of any kind, but in shape and flatness like
a butcher’s tray, is most féntastically ‘and rudely ornamented with
carving and colours, and placed off the summit of ‘the hill. Tue native
seats himself upon it, very far back, his legs extending in front perfectly

- straight. The person to be conveyed, places him or hersél." berore him
~ ina similar attitude, and both remaining steady, pass rapidly down the
N9



156 ! TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA.

frozen torrent. The native beh nd guides their course with his hands,
“on the same principle as that of 1 vessel, touching the contrary side to
that which . they wish to go. Te¢ such nicety do they atiain, that they
steer round groupes of upset pers uns, without the chance of “'.¢*=: giving
or receiving the smallest ini~_y. Many go down in these sledges alone ;
and others ou ~kates, ¥ wh men and women, who fly forwards in a per-
fectly upright position. ~Steadiness seeins the chief accomplishment in
the Ressian skater: and the velocity of  his motion, the object of plea-
sure in the spectator. Here we no where see those graceful motions on
the ice, that Mercurial sway of limbs in their volant sweep over its sur-
face, which have been so much your friend’s admiration while standing
a Wintry day by the Serpentine in Hyde Park. You would call the
Russians stout skaters; but I.fancy the utmost of your skill could not
teach them elegance.  Not that e generality of ‘men ‘in this country,
who have fine forms, are radically incapable of adopting ’gra.cefu.l atti-
tudes; but. the cumbersomeness of their dress, and the customary
modes of this exercise have never included any thing more pleasing to
the eye than the simple object of rapid motion. The sensation excited
in the person who descends in the sledge, is at first extremely painful ;
but after a few times passing through the culting air, it is exquisitely
pleasurable. This seems strange, but it is so: as youv shoot along, a
sort of ethereal intoxication takes hold of the senses, that is absolutely
delightful.

As T am on the river, I may as well continue m ¥ cold deseriptions, by
gving youan account of a c'eremonf«dxich'l witnessed some weeks a'go.'
It is one of the most colebrated in Russia, and is observed in that vast

empiry'at'vvery place on the same* day. I mean the benediction of the
- waters. i '

)
{
¥

10
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After the liturgy is finishea. the priests and archimandrites (the
superior of monasteries), and e bishops, apparelled in their richest
habits, issue from the Winter ¥ ilace ; and bearing lighted tapers, the
censer, and religious banners, proceed to the Jordan, sing g «weir ap-
propriate anthems.  The “_iperial family and the cour: . ‘en follow ;
and while the ~rvie~ = =~~forming, all the troops in the city are drawn
up round the spot, with their standards waving, and the ar’ullery planted

3

ready to fire at the concluswn of the ceremony.

After several prayers for the sovereign and the people, the priest, bles-
sing the water with his uplifted hands three times, utters this invocation.

“ Be prcsenf, O merciful God, ane py the coming of the Holy Ghost,
sanctify this water! Endue it with the grace of redemption, the bene-
dition of Jordan. Make it the fountain of incorruption, the gift of
holiness, the water of  absolution, powerful to heal bodily sickress,
deadly to every evil spirit, inaccessible to every adverse -pow.'err ; and
abounding with angelic virtue; that all who draw out and partake
- thereof, may receive it for the purification of ¥neir soas and bodies, for
the sanctification of their houses, and for every thing good and profit-
“able to them. For thou art' our God, who by water and the Spirit didst
Terew our nature grown old in sin. Thou art our God, who didst over-
whelm and drown sin by water in the time of Noah. Thou art our God,
who didst lead the children of TIsrael through the séa by Moses, and so
deliver them ‘from' the: bondage'of' Pharaoh. Thou art our God, who
- " e the stony rock in the wilderness, that the waters gushed
ot to give drink 'to thy thirsty people. Thou art our God, who by
fire ar™ ==atr through he ministry of Elijah, didst deliver the Israelites

._r;‘_’
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hardly suppose a reason for so urequal a union. The men are robust
and fit for service: their horses ap ear completely the reverse: mean in
shape, and slouching in motion, every limb speaks of Ianwuorv,‘ and
every moment you expect to see them drop down dead > der their
héavy burth.. * bt so false are these shows, that there s not -a, Inoré'
hardy animal existing ; it will travel mca]culable journeys, and rgmauL~-
exposed to the heat or cold day and night, without mamfestmg any

sense of 1nconvenience.

These little rugged beasts never, like our war horses, know the luxury
of a snug stable and a well-littered bed, nor ever enjoy the comfort of
a curry-comb or whisp of straw. Their sustenance is of the r_m'ost
scanty sort; but, in spite of toil ~nd rough fare, they endure all with :
unabated strength ; and are thus, of all animals, the best fitted for a
soldier’s life. Indeed, when I consider their training, and also‘that of
the Russian soldiers in general, I cannot but prefer the simplicity of
their wants to the comparatively luxurious habits of our army. A man
who accustoms himself to costly fare, may not be less willing than one
of poorer appetites to brave all the privations of a campaign, or the
famine of a siege; but he must be less able to bear them, and so be
more likely to sink in the conflict. One of the first quahﬁcatlons of a
soldier is that of being personally hardy : and wherever we have found
the most powerful and popular generals, we see that thé_y accustom them-
selves to endure every privation which could possibly affect a m]htary
life. Gurtuvus Vasa, and Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, are eminent

mstances of this ;. and the great Suwarroff gave not a less meritorious -
example to the army or . Tussia. : ; S

But to return to the Cossacs, Though now formed into tegular regi-
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used in the Russian army in foraging partics, pursuits, -patroles, widettes,
or scouts; its discipl-ine not being organized on the regular cavalry

systen.

’].‘.'he Russian anmy, taken in general, was under no improved military
 establishment until- the 'reign of Peter the Great, although some ‘par-
~ ticular 1eg1,ments, in the time of Michael Romanoff, were disciplined
accordmo to the German manner. For the better teaching of his own,
e had also several thousand soldiers from the banks of the Rhine, both
infantry and cavalry. His native troops were exercised and eommanded
by French, German, and Scotch officers ; and thus he made foreign na-
tions teach his the art of war. The Tzar Michaelovitz, the father of
Peter the Great, 'pursued’ the same plan; but while he invited expe-
rienced soldiers from every country, he strictly forbad the adoption of
_ their manners with their tacties, for fear that by such a change the
eSmbli'fshed faith might be shaken. The completion of the organized
state of the Russian military system was left, like almost every great
achievement of the empire, to the divine genius of 4Pcter. You are too
well acqhaintefd with his life to require me to say more on the subject;
but certainly his mind was the sun from which alone has irradiated every
science that now blesses this country. “ '

- He disciplined the whole of the army in the German style, oﬁcering
it with foreign officers of noted experience and renown. “His friend and
- preceptor Le Fort, shewed him what would be his future greétness by
fulfilling such a design ; and awakening the generous enthusiasm of his
‘nature, every suggestion’thatr promised the future welfare of the country

‘was adopted with promptitude and zeal. By his advice the Emperor -

formed the young nobility of Mosco into two regiments, in order to
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teach them the exercise which he ‘afterwards  extended throughout his
wholé army.. These were the foundation. of the guards, now known by
the name of Prebbrajenski and Simenouski, and who took the place of -
the ancient 'T'zarish guards ; a body of men resembline 1 power the
Janissaries of Turkey ; and that they did not exercise it with less wan-
tonness, the bloody acts on record too horribly proclaim. . It was
in the year 1690 that this new miliiary system, now so gigantic, re-
ceived its birth.  Before a few years had elapsed, this great Monarch had
regularly clothed, disciplined, and appdinted pay for a vast army. In
1711, it consisted of fifty-onc regiments of infaniry ; t]iirty-hiue of
: cé,vézlry, and ’grenadiers, and bombardiers to the amount of 5600 men :
making a total of 109,650. Besides these there were forces in the fron-
tiers and in garrison, caleulated at 150,000 men ; not inéiuding the Cos-
sacs, Calmucs, and Tartars, in the service of Russxa, amounting to an
= equal mumber.- :

- The uniform of the infaniry was commonly green with red facings:
the cavalry wore blue returned with red ; the artillery and bombardiers
scarlet, with blue and black’ facings. 'The whole army was distin-
guished with white cockades. FEvery regiment, like our own, takes its
name from the district in which it was raised. The grenadiers are the '
only exception, and they are called by the name of their commanders.
The pay, in the time of the Tzar, was not very considefa:kﬂei but, ac-
cording to the period, perhaps fully adequate to the expences of the
soldier. 'To foreign officers he gave almost one third more than he
paid to those of his own country. This of course was to induce them

1o serve him.

1 by chance met with a little work on the subject (printed at Straw-
berry-Hill ; it is scarce; and as probably you may have never seen it,
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A COMPANY.

: Yearly pay.

, = : Rulles.
Gaptain 1Ll T g
- Lieutenant TREE e 150
Ehsign' (e oaigy :
Quarter-Masteﬂi; - .' i 91 The Colonels and Lieutenant-Colonels
| : had all companies, and of course
3 Sel‘geants = : z = ! 15 ¢ would receive allowances accord-
DCuporals =~ . . ~  13% ieh :
Clerk of the campany . . 13
9 Drummers = = ] =
84 Private soldiers > o 1 1t
: In 1806.
Gelnel 2~ - 0 G
Lieutenant-Colonel . . . 680
M. - 00
'Captaill L2 0 iy
' Lieatenant'. ~ . . . . 300

Ensign (or 2d Lieutenant) . 240 :
Private of infantry . . . 38 and 30 kopecks.
Privateof cavalty . . . 4 v ‘

Private of artillery . . . 4 and 20 kopecks.

The ,evol;uﬁons of the army remained in the state Peter the First left
them, until Peter the Third, smitten by the military fame, of Frederic
the Second, adopted the Prussian tactics as far as his short reign would
allow. Amongslz other transformations he changed the generally red
facings of the infantiry to colours varied according to the respective
regiments, His successor the Great Catherine, had no whims in her

VOL. L. , : z
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alterations : she laid aside all;ﬂiej sﬁﬂn&ses premeditated by her late
hushand, and studied the utility "‘:_féase of the soldier more than the
smartness of his appearance. I‘F W €
trouser which the Cossacs now wear. Her son Paul again embraced the
Prussian passion, entirely altermgthe system introduced by l}ér, and
making all around him G'e_rrﬁiar_ié to the most ‘ViOlCl:lt exce:s,s. Indeed,
the martial law, dress and parade attending every minute circumstance,
civil and military, are too well known for me to descant on here. »H‘,’“f' =
ever, no fault can be found Witiifzthe aspect of the present Russian sol-
dier. His air is martial, and his éeneral appearance admirable.

i

he who gave the commodious large

&=

The heavy cavalry wear green unifoi 18, cut short in the Austrian
fashion, with various facings. Their helmets 2* - very high, crestedrwith
an enormous quantity of bristly hair ; and the effect is altogether more
that of an ant:ique casque, than of a modern invention., - White pan-
taloons have superseded the trousers; and so far from being on the easy
plan, they girdle the wearer so tightly round the waist ‘thé_mt you
cannot look on him without being reminded of a wasp. This custom is
not handsome; and by no means friendly to health, as the encirelement
comes up so high on the body as to subject the soldier to great. incon-
veniences ; and, in the course of a little time, must produce the ‘most
serious CODSEqUEnTes: ~ 0o fa o ' 3

- The infaniry wear a similar coat with the cavalry ; and have felt caps
like our own, decorated with a feather formed of hair dyed black, green,
or red.  The sword dnd bayonet are girt round their loins : and a broad
wide belt; crossitig their left shoulder, carries the cartouch-box. Tins
latier appendage belongs to all the troops. White cloth pantaloons and~

hoots complete their apparel. - . P
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The Fmperor Alexander being much attached to his army, and de-
Lighting to mark the emulation with which the officers strive to outstrip
- cach other in their profession, takes great- painsé\uith_hi&guards :and I
thin}g 1 may venture to pronounce that t}xey' are as fine a body of men as
any erowned head in Burope can boast. - They are of inmense stature,
warlike in their-air, and remarkable for steadiness in all their duties.
Their dress is green, like the restof the infantry ; shewing their pre-
eminence by no other difference than their colossal hei ght, much increased
by a high horse-hair feather in their cap. Their mustachios are nicely
blacked and pinched ; and their whiskers, which are enormous, almost
meet actoss the chin ; and being whitened with powder, impart a striking
expression of ferocity tol‘thmr countenances.

The life-guards of Iis Imperial Majesty are the chevalier-guard, and
the guard d cheval. They are clothed in white with red capes and
sleeves, ‘and a huge high-cresied helmet, the common cavalry belt with
a 1ong strait sword, and the stiff jack-beot. The officers are generally tall,
but so thin and pinched at the waist that it is painful to see them move;
as the j joining of their body to their hips seems held by so slender an
adhesion, that one cannot but apprehend every{succeedmg motion may
break it in twair.

One of the most superb regiments in the Russian service is that of the
Hulans, commanded by the Archduke Constantine. He is particularly

fond of it ; always wears the uniform, which is blue with red returns and

gold ; and exercises it according to the Austrian system. The hussars,

I understand, are no inconsiderable rivals to the magnificence of this

gorps ; but.the dress of their officers I should think by much too rich:

the” most profusely decorated light dragoons we have .in E:a.gland are
z 2
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frequent wars between them and the Persians and Turks, who are such
fierce combatants, gives them ' a wild ferocity in action, and aceustoms
them to'the determination never to give way, This tzmper they carry
into other countries, as lthe campaigns of Suwarroff and Bagration so
gloriously testify. ;

The army is recruited by a tax on the nobility of so many slaves out
of every hundred they possess. - The number is regulated according to
the exigencies of the state. ;

I have not been very profuse in my remarks on national charaeter,
" because, T think I migl ¢ as well decide on the general effect of a statue,
by seeing only its leg or arm, as write confidently of the Russian man-
ners, when I have penetrated no further than this city. Indeed, I know
of no study so uncertain as that of individuals; and it is by a number )
of individuals that we judge of a pe(;plé: and where we find it so dif-
ficult to gain a true knowledge of our own characters, we ought net to
consider the task so easy to comprehénd that of others. Some persons
_have a happy facility in seizing the characteristic points'of a nalion :
and none was more eminently gifted with this power than Peter the First.
I will transcribe a specimen ; and instead of receiving the poor pittance
of my opinion on one country, you shall be enriched with the judgment
of 30 great an Emperor on several. It was his estimation of the foreigners

whom he encouraged to come to his new capital.

k¢ You ‘may give to a Frenchman (says he) liberal- pay: he never
amasses money, and loves pleasure The case nearly answers to the
German; only he spends what he labours for in good-living, not on the

- 1 , LES o 2
. gay vanties of the Frenchman. To an Englishman more mus " ziven:
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LETTER XVIL

: , Mosco, February, 1806

HE Russian winter is now far advanced and as the mode of traf
velling is 50 different from that of summer ; and indeed from any
thing plactlsed in. countries where the frost is less severe, T

you a view of our accommodations before we set out.
¥

shall give

On FebruaTy the twcnty-second Old Sf _/le, Mr. H. == of? \Torthamp-
tonshire and myself ‘proposed for ~our' nmiutual comfort that the trip
should be made togethet With passports properly registered, and an
order to the post-houses to furnish us with horses to the number of
seven, we began our movements. The expence of this licence is at the
rate of a kopeck a verst for each animal, according to the number the
traveller deems necessary to take him (o the end of his journey. ' The
receipts belong to government. To the furnisher of the horses at each
stage, we afterwards pay two kopecks as his remuneration.

The vehicle we purchased for ourselves was a Kabitha; a well-con-
trived and snug machine, not ‘dear, costing only thirty-five rubles,  that
is, five guineés British.  Tts form is simple, ‘being nothing mor= tha=; ag
large wooden cradle, fixed on a double keel or'skate'of the same matetial,
strongly shod with iron. . Our trunks were placed at’ the head ‘and foot;
and filling the intermediate space at the bottom with hay, mattrasses,
pillows, and other soft accompaniments, we wrapped our ‘persons in
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pelisses, furred boots, caps, &c. and layi mg ourselves prostrate, side by
_ side, in the bed we had made; were ready to sally forth in as regulcu a
northern array as any veteran of the Russian winter. Our domestics
followed in a barouche, deprived of its wheels, the better to facilitate
its union with the sledge ; but, like many other ill-suited matches, the
connexion became so uneasy lo both par ties that a sepalatwn was con--
stantly threatened ; and a most troublesome companion we found these

two made oﬂqin d’ur journey,

Bemg apprlsed that there were no decent inns on the road, we pro-
vided all sorts of conveniences for ourselves and sudfe. Indeed, we had
received so terrible a description of the houses —. were to stop al, whlle
the horses were changing, that I feared from heat, smells, dirt, and ver-
min, that I should not be able to endure them a moment; and so took
every precaution against entering them at all®if it" could be possxb]e.
These places were the dwellings of the post-mastc 18, whose only article

of nounshment for the Weaned traveller is coﬂ'eevor tea.

_ The mode of @tté,ching the horses to this vehicle is different {rom that
_used on similar oceasions in any other country that 1 have ever seen;
they being harnessed (generally six in number) abreast, like the chariofs
of old. " The traces are of ropes; and the driver sits on a box in front of
the kabitka. The steeds, which thus imitate the fashion of the heroic ageé;
unfortunately in appearance are every thing that is wretched and mean =
othe_v, are diminutive, with matted coats and clotted tails and manes: in-
-deed, their aspect is so pitiable to an English eye, that you expect to see
them stretched on the snow, never 1o rise again, long before they have
" measured half a dozen versts, With such exqmsxte hahmtr places in per-
spe;ctlve, ‘and promising animals to draw us Towards them, after a series
10
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of inconvenient. delays we'at last, late in the day of the twenty-
second, moved off : :

We soon arrived at the barrier-gate, and producing ‘oulv credentials'to
the officer on guaxd were allowed honourable passage; and again ‘ put-
ting our cattle to_their speed, pressed forward towards the next stage
with a swiftness incredible.  We saw that our horses were like those of
the Cossacs, of bad appearance hut radical worth and reclining in our

cradle, committed ourselves to their guidance with feelmgs of confidence
and easc most luxuriously delightful. '

We had not travellc’ " .z before we found ourselves on an extensive
plain of snow, bounded by black forests of birch and thick fir. The
road was excellent ; and the rapidity of our carriage scemed to increase
rather than diminish with the distance. Before we reached the first post,
we passed many travellers embowelled in like manner with ourselves ; and
also saw several curious-looking villages. As they all resemble each
other in architectural arrangement, by describing one, T shall give you -
a tolerably accurate idea of the whole of these rustic residences through-
out the empire. Scarcely any difference is distinguishable amongst them
all, unless it may be in the size or materials of the church, or i its
being blﬁlt with or without a steeple.

The houses are constructed pf wood, the walls being compiled of long
‘round beams, 6r rather trunks of trees, bereft of their limbs anA ha»l-,
laid horizontally one on the other with nicety and neatness. Not a
uail is used in this erection; the bmldmg being so contrived as to be
taken down at pleasure, and re-erected in a ‘ours,on any other

VOL. I. : 4 A
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spot. 1 am told that at Mosco there is a house-market, where you may
purchase small villages ready made : villas also, and houses of every size
and pattern, fill up this extraordinary magazine; so, that if any one
happens to be burnt out in the morning, before mght he may have a
room at least erected at a cheap rate, to cover him.
: % :

Most of the villages consist of one street only, pretty wide, pre-
senting to the eye a row of gable ends, resembling the ancient towns in
Britain. In the wall, are windows of four panes of glass, with curious
carved orpaments a-top; and on their shutlers “(which open out-
wards) a variety of flowers, stars, and strange devices are painted in the
rudest taste, and often blended with gilding " be national admiration
of painting and sculpture is every where manifested on the fdgades of the
cottages. 'The latter is certainly the best executed ; “and in some of
their wild carvings frequently may be discovered the germs of real
talent. Every house has a gallery or ballustrading below, besides the
roof projecting from the face of the building, to defend its inmates from
the sun during summer, and the weather in the severer season. 1 un-
derstand that no habitations are cooler than these during the hot
months, nor any warmer tlirough the whole of the cold. A sort of
double-gate separates each from its neighbour, and leads into a large
court-yard filled with sheds, old kabitkas, and other carriages of the
country ; besides an accumulation of dirt, rotten straw, jaded horses,
pigs, and other nuisances; comple‘ung a museum of nastiness scarcely
to be found in any other civilized spot on the globe.

I have made a sketch of one of these villages which will assist yoﬁ n
comprehending my ° ~ption. At the post-house you observe a pole,
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on which is suspended 4 straw wreath and four or five tassels. I must
plead ignorance of this emblem ; and on enquiring, I found the post-
master no wiser than myself. '

Nothing interesting presenting itself, we travelled onwards, through
towns and villages, and over a dreary country, rendered ten thousand
times more sdby the season. All around was a vast wintry flat: and
frequently not a vestige of man or of cultivation was seen, not even a
solitary tree, to break the boundless expanse of snow. Indeed, noidea
can be formed of the immense plains we traversed, unless you imagine
yourself at sea, far, fa~ from the sight of land. The Arabian deserts
cannot be more awful w Qw'éye, than the appearance of this scene. Such
is ihe general aspect of the country during the rigors of winter ; with
now and then an exbeptioﬁ of a large forest skirting the horizon for a
considerable length of way. At intervals, as you shoot along, you see
openings amongst its lofty trees, from which emerge pictureque groupes
of natives and their one-horse sledges, whereon are placed the different
articles of comxﬁerce, going to various pyarts of this empire. They travel
in vast numbers, and from all quarters, seldom fewer than one hundred
and ﬁf’ﬁy n a string, having a dgiver.tq every seventh horse. The effect
of this cavalcade at a distance is very curious ; and in a morning, as
they advance towards you, the scene is as beautiful as striking. The sun
then ris'ing, throws his rays across the snow, transforming it to the sight
into a surface of diamonds. From the cold of the night, every man and
horse i is encrusted with these frosty particles ; and the beams falli g .«
them too, seem to cover their rude faces and rugged habits with a tissue

- of the most dazzliﬁg brilliants. The manes of the horses, and the long
beards of the men, from the quantlty of congealed breath, have a parti-
cularly- ghttermg effect, :

A4 2
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Novgorod was the first place of consequence that lay upon the road. -
On entering from the St. Petersburgh side, a long high range of brick
wall presents itself ; the ruined towers and baltlements, some of which are
very intéresting, being quite of a different chara‘ctered fortification from
that of any ancient fortress Ihad ever before beheld. The gilded minarets
of the holy buildings, whose heads proudly shone in the heaveus, formed
a contrast, full of reflection, to this poor mutilated military cestus. I
never saw in any place, ,,hos#ew;'el' wretched, such forlorn efiects from
time and devastation as met my eyes on entering the town : so neglected,
so poverty-stricken ; houses fall_ingv into ruin, and whole streets, in
some parts, one wide waste of desolation. Such is the present state of
a city once the capital of the country; the rc ace of the earliest sove-
reions of the empire; and a place so flourishing by grandeur and by
commerce, as to give rise to the proverb: “ God and the great city of
Novgorod who can withstand?” The river Volkoff divides it, run-
ning into the lake Ilmen at a short distance from the town. This vast
body of water was unfrozen in the centre when we crossed, owing to
the extraordinary rapidity of the flood ; and I am told that under the
most severe frosts it seldom freezes “ A} vefy long bridge on hoats,

for the conveniency of removal on account of the ice, is thrown over
the lake.

As this is one of the most ancient towns in Russia, (being the naﬁVeA
place of the great Princess Olga, who assumed the empire in the year
v, and the chief city of its grand Princes for many 4 century, we can
have no difficulty in crediting the traditional accounts of what was once
its magmtude - At present,” w;thm seven versts from ‘Novgorod, stands
~ a monastery, behmd which they say formerly extended the old walls:

nay, th~ spot on which that church is built has been pointed out to mé
10 ‘
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as having been the centre of the * Great City.” I could not see any ruins
on this quar-t:er m bear witngss to the testimony. : :

Whllst our horses were plepd,mng, my fellow traveller and myself
paid a short visit to the cathedral of Saint Sophia. It was built near
nine hundred years ago, by Vladimir, Prince of Novgorod ! The exterior
is a dull collecticn of gloomy arches, decorated with gothically paix{ted
legends of Saints. Within, are relics, held in great veneration by the
people ; monuments of depalted princes, bishops, &c.: and hlgh amldst
the dim funereal hgbt of the cu'chng roof, the remains of silken banners :
military, 1 suppose,ﬁmL their form and station.

- We were shewn a huge mill-stone, which is regarded with the most
devout reverence on account of the wonders attached to its history-
Tt 18 believed that St. Anthony used it as a raft in crossing the Levant,
and then made it his vehicle to Novgorod ; where the people, astonish
ed at such a miracle, were drawn to listen to his mission, and imme-
diately embraced the doctrine taught by so manifest a messenger from
Heaven. It is s¢id, that in commemoration of his. having introduced the
Christian religior into this city, he founded the very monastery in which
this prei:ious— relic now resides.

Neither my eompanion nor I being able to swallow the mill-stone, we
took a civil leave of our expositors, and left the church. Returning
to the post-house, we found our carriages ready; and again placmg
ourselves within them, proceeded over many dreary tracks of’ snow il
‘we reached 'I‘wer : : ‘ ’

- This town is the capital of a province of that name ; and is brilt at the
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conflux of the Twertza and the Volga: the latter river is now cdebrawd
for its fine fish ; once upon a day it drew its fame from the warriors who
encamped on its banks: but happy is the period when peace gives
Jeisure for those pleasures to be noticed, which in times of war are passed
- over as the waves that flow along unseen or unregarded. The warrior’s
glory is an attractive light that we are all fond of grasping; but if it
leads not to peace, and the honour of those for whom they fight, we
are but troublers of the world, and rather deserve a halter than a laurel,

The city is much larger than that of Novgorod ; and in ancient da}s
was one of its proudest rivals.  Yarastof the Third, the brother of
Alexander Nefsky, received this principality «s his inheritance ; and
transmitted the succession to a long train of descendants. Twer is di-

_ vided into the old and new town. The former, situated on the oppuosite
side of the Volga, consists of wooden cottages, and has rather a miser-
_able appearance. ~ But the latter having been burnt down in the year
17683, Catherine the Second no sooner heard of the calamity, than she or-
dered it to be re-erected on one of her own healthy and beautiful plans.
She was at the expence of rebuilding the governor’s house, the bishop’s ‘
palace, the courts of justiée, the éxchange, and other public buildings; -
, and to engage the inhabitants to follow her models for the new town,
she gave each of them a loan of three hundred pounds for twelve years,
~ without interest. The money advanced by Her Imperial Majesty was
sixty thousand pounds; and she afterwards remitted one-third of ‘the
susl.  The streets are broad, open, and long; and the houses being
brick stuccoed, and of a good architecture, they produce a very hand-
~some effect. The same beneficent Empress founded a school here for
the burghers’ children ; and an academyr for the young nobility. There
is also 2n ecclesiastical collgge, In short nothing that could be con-
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ducive to the comfort, improvement, and prosperity of her people was
neglected by this august Princess. If ever Sovereign deserved to be con-
sidered as the fostering parent of a nation, it was Catherine the Great.
“You may trace her name from one end of this vast empire to the other ;
not in cyphers written over doors and wiﬁdows, but in acts of muni-
ficence and wisdom which fill us with the most unalloyed admiration.
Who can bring to remembrance that Catherine in some cases felt tos
much like a woman, when in every public deed of her life (and théy
were unCeés'mg), ydu see manifested the sage, the heroine, and the affec-
tionate guardian of millions of people?

Twer is a place of cousiderable commerce, owing 1o its situation on
the conflux of two such advantageous rivers. And perhaps on this ac-
count we found a very good inn, which was no trifling comfort; though
we were detained, and imposed on oo, by the clumsiness and roguery
of the host. Our unhicky barouche, after a variety of disasters in its
journey, here broke fairly down; and thus proved the folly of making 7
use, in these regions, of any carriage that is not adapted to the roads
and horges of the ;country. - After much bungling we at length go{ the
vehicle mounted on its skates; and T enquired of the landlord his de-
mand for the share he had in the repairs; he cooly asked therty rubles!
So exorbitant a charge occasioned me to remonstrate: at this moment
my servant came up (an honest Russ, who some time before had been
made hm‘*t) he enquired what was the matter. I told him the extortion
of the man, and that I wanted to beat him down. ¢ I'll beat him down I
cried he, catching the poor wretch by the beard ; and laying upon his
“shoulders, with all his might, an immense bludgeon large enough to be
- ca]led a club. As the temﬁed host swung round at the arm’s length of
my dqughty champion, the blows fell like hail upon his back, while he
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kept bhawling out: ¢ twenty, fifteen, - ten, &c.” till he reduced his de-
mand to the more reasonable sum of two rubles. Onthis cry, like the
“fast blddmg at an auction, the appraiser was . satisfied, and the hammer
fell. . The poor battered wretch was released ; ‘and:bowing with agrateful
4ir 16 his chastiser, turned to me: Almost killed with laughing at so

extraordinary a sight, I paid him his rubles.
‘the stupul indifference with which the standers-by recarded the whole

transaction ; and got into the kabitka to pursue our journey, debating
~ with myself, whether the frequent \drubbings these slaves endure,’ really

reduces their flesh to the consistence ‘of 'stock-fish; or whether the
friendly sheep-skins on their backs do not blunt the force of blows,
which otherwise threaten not only bruises buc broken bones.-  The

I was noless ‘amused: at

bow he made to my triumphant valet entertained me as much as any
thing ; and as we drove off, he repeated his obeisances with as much re-
spect as if we had given him a hundred ducats, instead of a few rubles
: and’ a drubbmg into ‘the bargain. What will you say to me fnr stand-
s 1ng by 1o ‘countenance sucha scene? But in fact, my Lumpma took me
280" by surpnse and I was so convulsed with laughter at: the odety of
: '_1the groupe ’they for.med and the Whole was performe& in '89 shtt}rt a

gt Teft the mgnagmt o the hgmaaw‘ho had so well a,cqmwed.
hlmmdimag the ‘lasf a,ﬁ'alr, and Anlereit the: post-house By Vvay§ of

A
i
|
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amusing my almost exhausted patence, as the apartment was rather
curious, I made a sketch of the scene Wlthm These dwelhngs being
all alike, my dlawmg will present you with the image of their form and
inhabitants ; but my pen, reluctant to be idle in your service, insists
upon bringing before your mind’s-senses, its dirt, effluvia, and varieties of
wreichedness.  As the poet recommends pomp to take physie, perhaps ir
~may not be less salutary now and then to give the delicacy of Br ush
organs a similar regimen! So, without further apology, I ’Lh .5 note
withstanding my ¢ damnable faces, begin I” ”
: : S ‘ : |
One room is the habitation of all the inmates. Here they eat, sleep,
and perform all the functions of life. One quarter of it is occupied by a
large stove or peech, flat at the top; on which many of them take
their nocturnal rest ; and during the day loll over its baking warmth,
for hours, by threes and fours together, in a huddle, not more decent
than disgusting.'  Beneath, is an excavation like an oven, used for the
double duty of cooking their victuals, and heating the dwelling to the
desired temperature. The apartment I am describing, rendered insuffer-
ably stifling by the stove, the breaths, aﬁd other fumigations, contained
the post-master, his wife, his mother, his wife’s mother, an infant, and two
men, apparenily attached to the post department, as they wore green
uniforms.  There were others besides, who being rather withdrawn in a

dark corner, we could not distinetly observe.

When we eﬁtered, the top of the oven was occupied by the three women
and child, almost all in a statc of natare. The youngest was extremely
pfetty, and seemed, though a mother, not more than fifteen. This is
nothing surprizing ; as the warmth of these stoves acts upon the human

YOL. L ' s B B
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constitution as hot-houses do upus exotics. A bed with dirty curtains
filled one corner of the room; a few benches and a table, completed
the furniture. The walls were not quite so barren, being covered with

uncouth prints and mnumerahle daubmgs In one Spot was. placed a-

picture or effigy of our Saviour and the Virgin, decorated with silver
nlates, stamped most curiously.  From the ceiling was suspended a

lan. > which during certain holy-days is kept continually burning. Having -

finishe * .ny sketch, we left this cyclopean den, not only to look into the
state of our carriages, but to breathe a little fresh air,as its heat and stench
became so pestiferous that we felt ourselves compelled to-make our escape,
or resign ourselves to suﬁ‘ocat:ioﬁ. ‘As we opened the door, the steam
issned with us like smoke from the crater of a voleano.

While we stood by the repairing barouche, a priest came. forth from

the house we had quitted. He was a young,' hea]thy, and good;lookillg

man, with long and beautiful hair divided.on his forehead, and flowing

gracefully on each shoulder, in the stylverof Raphael’s head. He ade

dressed us in his native tongue, but ﬁnding us ignorant in that point,
chaﬁged his eloquence to the Latin language ; and now being under-
stood, he poured forth with such vehemence and inconsistency that we
soon discovered he had been paying his devotions to a certain heathen
déity, from whom he had received a most spifitedﬁ‘ﬂwtus ; so much so,
that he seemed to forget both himself and the dlgn]ty of his profession.
Indeed he pestered us so adheswely that we were glad to shake him off,
even vy darting back into the apartment of the post-master. He fol-
lowed us in, proceeding as most men do who take an enemy into their

mouth to steal away their senses ; and after a most tormenting half hour,

he at last said something in his native tongué, unintelligible to us, ‘but
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so level to the understanding <n o - rest that the females made their
escape as if a shot had fallen among§t them. Our host seemed extremely
angry ; and, I suppose, intimated to the e?lemast]c -that he desired his
absence ; for he turned round with a sulbn reluctance, and procceding
~ towards the door, cast his eye on the painted effigy of our Saviour and
his mother. He stopped suddenly, and with the greatest revereice
crossed himself several times, and then left the place.

I cannot say the example of this pasfor was very édifying t E flock,
it being now one of their most sacred fasts in the Greek calendar, when it
is infamous amongst the Russians not to abstain from all strong ligquors,
This man was a secular priest; and, Lam told that many of the lower
rank of that order are rather free in their modes of life. Not so with
those of higher dignity : they are celebrated for qualifications quite the
contrary ; for purity of heart and sanctity of manners. I will evince
my respect to them, by giving you the opinion of one who knew
them well. ;

“ The superior clergy at this time are men whose simplicity, can-
dour, and primitive modesty, would have illustrated the first ages of
Christianity.. Their way of living, from the nature of their order, being
all monks, is very rigid. And as it precludes them from mixing with
the world, it is not to be wondered at that few of them should have that
~ easiness of address which a ﬁeqﬁent intercourse with society only can
give. But their manners are gentle as their life is austere. Biassed by
early education, they are perhaps a little too partral to the ceremonies
—of their own church; but they are far from being bigoted or thinking

BB 2
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LETTER XVI ..
i

Mosco, Mmélz, 1806.
ITER six days and nights of weary travel, we arrived at: M s

on the twenty-ninth of February: but the weather being f 7, so =

5

entirely enveloped the city as to conceal a view from us which, I am
told, for magnificence is not exceeded in Europe.

On delivering our letters of introduetion, we were welcomed with all
. the courtesies of friendship; and at the first salutation, were made s
forget, by the true politeness of this generous people, that we were
strangers. 1 have heard it said that hospitality 1s @ mark of barbarist... ’
On what this opinion is grounded I. cannot guess: but certainly it had
not its foundation at Mosco; for I never saw, in any part of the world,
such general polish of manners as in this city. Their hospitality ép-
pears to me to arise from a confidence in the ﬁA‘iend who gives the in-
troduction that he will not recommend any person unworthy of their
notice ; not doubting this, their benevolence hesitates not to receive the
introduced with kindness: and from their love of society, if he prove
agrecable, he soon finds himself on the most easy and pleasant terms
with a large a,nd elegant acquaintance, Hence, I am led to -onsider
this dlsquahfymg remark on hospitality, as one of those common-; ‘aces
which the ignorant adopt on the faith of others; and those others, if
they be equally unreflecting, can only promuiw = the hke dogmas, as

an excuse for some failing in themselves.
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: Fon Jtelv for us, our au ) 1€ Prince Bagration’s was Vnearly |
atth dme ime. We received cards fr_u. the English club (an asso-
ciation only 50 in name, 1.t three of our nation belonging to it) ; invit-

| ing us to a dinner which ¢y gave to the Prince n honour of his late

gaﬂwt conduct with the arm.es.

The house appropnated to this entertainment was a palace which for-
me: ~ Tad been the residence of Prince Gorgorin. Its suite of splendid
salo.  and the great marble hall in which dinner was served, were fitted
up with the most unsparing magnificence. At half-past two o’clock the
Governor, General Becklachoff, and the Prince Bagration entered. 'The

Tlatter was immediately surrounded by all in the room, eager to express

their joy at his presence, and congratulations to their country in being
veu blessed with the preservation of such a man.
He is below the'middle stature; of a dark complexion, deeply tinged
with the climates in which he has served. His eye is small, quick and
penetrating. His nose, a very high aquiline; and his face perfectly
Georgian (he being of that country), expresses the most charming affa-
bility and sweetness. His demeanour is in unison with his countenance,
being demenstrative of a modesty as winning as it is admirable in so
idolized a character. He was dressed in a uniform wholly of green,
covered with the insignia of many oiiders, stars, and a red ribbon.

- The ~ mer was conducted with the nicest decorum, and the healths
of t! - Emperor and the Prince Bagration were drunk with the greateﬁ
enthusiasm. In fact, I never saw a society of Russians so animated ;
and more than once ' reminded me of similar meetmgs in honour of
: our elonous friend and hero Sir Sidney Smith. Indeed the sentiment
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. Was s0 much the same, and the idea of 6ne great man So naturaily sug-
gested those of others s, that several of the Russmn nobility present asked
me if 1t were not like the fétes we dedicate L_@i our heroes. I acknow-
ledsed the resemblance; but inwardly gave them the palm of general
: pohteness ;- a grace in which this assembly 1"a1 exceeded ours : : I never in
my life experienced so much attention as ‘was there paid to us as sirangers
and Englishimen. Three quarters of an hour finished the repast ; pre-
vious to which a band of singers from a regiment quartered in the eity,
sung an air in honour of the Prince. The words 1 here pfesent to ydu in
a prose translation. =

Friendship unites us here. Joy captivates each heart! Truth herself declaves, that
he is the hero who sacrifices himself to the Emperor and the empire, despising envy
and malice, and who dedicates himfelf to justice. :

Chotus.—Let us entwine him a crown of laurels, for he merits to wear it.

Unassisted by fortunate circumstances, he wrested honour from the arms of perxl. He
added not single rays to the glory of Russia, but surrounded it with ‘4 t}iousand

~ beams. Hope dawned wherever his form appeared. Hosts failed to make him
shrink ; and with 2 fow he overcame numbers.

Chorus.—Let us entwine him a crown of laurels, for he merits to wear it.

A hero’s soul is satisfied with gratitude, all other recompense is foreign to his feelings,
He despxses luxury and pride, and all the vanities of the world. To ferve.mankind
is his aim, and their happiness his reward They who reap the renown of virtue,
lose it not in the grave! - :

Chm‘us.-—Lct us entwme him a crown of laurels, for he merits ta wear it;
Every reglment has 1ts own voeal band. Thev sing in parts, accom-
pamed by an instrament resembhng a guitar, ca fa Ballalaika. k=
strains of this musical tribute to the Prmce were wild and piercing ;
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something like the tones of the Folian il;\n‘pr when the wind isrdisturbed .
and gusty. e received the song and the plaudits with a grace which -
again brought our Caur ¢ Lion before me, The air over, ‘part‘ of the
company withdrew to cards ; and part (in W:"hi‘ch latter choice T uniied)
preferred a saloon, where several vocal and Lin’fﬂ‘u'1‘&1‘nen'l;aul. military bands
were stationed, still farther to amuse the Prince during the intervals of
conversation.  We had also the horn-music ; whicli, as it is strange and
~curiows, I will describe. ‘
1t was iﬁvented by a Prince Gallitzin, in the year 1762. This instru-
ment consists of forty persons, whose life 15 spent in blowing one note.
The sounds produced are precisely similar to those of an immense organ ;
_with this difference, that each note seems to blend with its preceding
and following one; a circumstance that causes a blunt sensation to the
ear, and gives a monotony 1o the whole. However, the effect possesses
much sublimity, when the performers are unseen: but when they are
visible, it is impossible to silence veflections which jar with their har-
mony. To see human nature reduced to such a wuse, calls up thoughts
very inimical to admiration of strains so awakened. I enquired who the
 instrument belonged to? (by that word, both pipes and men are included )
and was told it had just been purchased by a nobleman, on the recent
death of its former posseséor, V
Some of these individuals, thus destined to drag through a Iﬁelancholy
exist(~..e, play at different times on several pipes of various sizes which
~ breatie the higher notes. But the base pipes have each their unchang-
ing blower: they are exiremely long, “and are laid upon a machine or
trsscl, close te whicl. we performer stands, and places his mouth to
the smaller extremity of the pipe in a horizontal position. The shape
10



X

MRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA. = 193

=

is exactly that of a hearing t-*mpet: a screw is inscrted near the bell
-of the tube, to give it a n:narper or flatter tone, as may be required.
The performers are in general thin and pale: and I have little doubt
but that the quantity of air the instrument takes, and the practiée ne-
cessary for perfection in execution, mustlsubtraqt My years from the
othervx 158 fatural term of their lives.

The instrumental military bands which I have heard in this country,
‘are very inferior to those of England or France: two essential things
are wanting, good cymbals and large drums. The latter instruments are
very defective in Russia ; and the fifes fall far short of ours.

My introduction to Prince Bagration, who is not only one of the first
of military heroes, but in his character as a man, is an honour t @
nature, brought me to a sight the most degrading to our sl,éciés.
What a difference at once before my eyes! a great warrior, on w o all
eves were fixed with admiration ; and a set of poor mechanized wretches,
reduced to the level of a child’s whistle! Indeed, I was moved with the
most distressing pity when I looked upon them. But this was not
en(}ugh‘; I was to see the varieties of destiny yet more manifested, in
the formation and fortunes of a race of rational beings called dwarfs.
They are here the pages and the play-things of the great; and at almost
all entertainments stand for hours by their Lord’s chair, holding his snuff-

box, or awaiting his commands.

There is scarcely a nobleman in this country who is not possessed of
one or more of these frisks of nature; but in their selection, I cannot
say that the noblesse display their gallantry, as they choose none but
males. Indeed to excuse them, I must confess, that amongst all the

vOL. 1. cc
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unappropriated dwarfs T have seen, I n¢ ~>r met with one female of that
diminutive stature. [ am told that these pigu.y forms are very rare with
~ women ; and much to the honour of nature is the‘”—#xception*in' their
favour, as you will agree with me that the charms of the lovely sex are
too valuable to be o sported. How do we pity one of these tiny men,
cut off from the resliec'idpllluzw of his manhood by the av-ident of
stunted growth! What should we not then feel, to see a fairy f01m of
the other sex shut out, by a sumlar mlsfortune, from all those varieties
of happiness which belong to the tender associations of a wife and a
mother? I confess my compassion would be rather painful; and am
very glad that as yét I have seen the calamity entailed on the harder
sex only, who are best able to contend with its cheerlessness and dis-

comforts.

'Fhi.e fittle beings are generally the gayest drest persons in the ser-
vie- o cheir lord; and are attired in a uniform or livery of very costly
materials. In the presence of their owner their usual station is at his
elbow, in the character of a page; and during his absence, they are then
responsible for the cleanliness and combed-locks of their companions of
the canine species. v :

Bes1des these hllxputlans, many of the nobility keep a fool or two,rr
like the motley ys of our court in the days of Elizabeth ; but like in name
alone ; for their wit, if they ever had any, is swallowed up by indelence.
Savoury sauce and rich repasts swell their bodies to the most disgust—v
mg size; and lying abeut in the corners of some splendid saloon, they
sleep. profound]y, till awakened by the command of their lord to amuse
the company. Sha;kmg their enormous bulk they rise from their trance,
and suppor{tmg their unwieldly trunks against the wall, drawl out their

0
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heavy nonsense, Wlth as muck - iceas the motions of a sloth in- the hands
of a reptile-fancier. One glance was sufficient for me of these imbruted
creatures ; and, with §omethmg like pleasure, I turned from them to the
less humiliating view of human nature in t?e dwarf.

ey
S A S FEE I IS SRR e TR TR e S e

The s iice of these unfortunates, is very diminutive in Russia, and very
'}_hqxuému& They are generally well-shaped, ‘and their bands and feet
_particularly graceful. Indeed, in the proportion of their figures, w=

should no where discover them to be flaws in the economy of nature,
were it not for a peculiarity of feature, and the size of the head, which
is commonly exceedingly enlarged. Take them on the whole, they afe
such compact, and even pretty little beings, that no idea can be formed
of them from the clumsy deformed dwarfs which are exhibiter a% « w
fairs in England. I eannot say that we need envy Russia th! =t of
her offspring : it is very curious to observe how nearly they "‘"%Pm““’-
each other ; their, features are all so alike that you might easily imagine
that one pair had spread their progeny over the whale country.

The dwarf of the Governor-general of Moé‘col is about forty years of
age, has a good-tempered eountenance ; but his features and expression
have an appearance to the eye as if he washed his face with alum water.
I know not whether you can understand the effect that I mean. It is
a sort of wizened, sharp look ; inconceivable, I believe, unless you saw
it. However, this crudeness does not extend to his dlsposmon; his

_ master assured me that he is cheerful, docile, and of a remarkably sentle
temper.” His height is forly-two inches. The next of his race that
excited my aitention, was one who measured forty inches and a quarter ;
he was twenty-five years of age, gay and sensible. He was the property
of a naval officer. Count Alexey Orloff has one or two, much more

c o2
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 juvenile, who are several inches shorte. b~n the above. All, however,
that T have yet see nare inferior in beauty and delicacy of proportion to
the little Polish Count we visited last spring in London. His head was
‘hardly too large; and the sprightly ease of his finely tur ned lilliputian
limbs was rem-——- "~ elesar = His conversation, you remember, sur-
prized us both . for it evinced, that the diminutiveness of his b. 1y had’
not crampt the growth of his mind. We thought him a very interest-

- ing as well as odd Little personage His Russian brethren are known to .
live to a great age. One (a female) died very lately at St Peter sburgh,
who had been a favourite with Peter the Great.

. ADurin-g the reign of that Mpnarch, his sister Natalia collected all the
drrarfs from around the capital, in order to celebrate the marriage of
two; 1 the rite was solemnized with much folly and pomp. The
nnmber ~f the assembly amounted to ninety-three, all displayed in open
~ carniages, adapted to their size, and drawn by the smallest horses that
could be found. Many were brought from Shetland for the purpose.
A magnificent entertainment and ball were given at court ; and, to com-
plete the absurdity, the Princess, attended by the nobility, conducted the
little pair to a state bed. Whether the union produced any hopes and
anxieties to bless or plague the pigmy rcouple, is not recorded. And I
believe this instance is the only one known, of a marrlage between these
hints of men and women.
Giants are also in request here: but they are not very numerous ;
and in stature fall far short of those which occasionally visit England
from her sister Island. -

Having run you through such a legend qf princely lqanquets, fairryv
0 -
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- - . LETTER XIX.

Mosco, April, 1808.

A AOSCO is luxuriantly situated on an extent of country rather irre-

‘gular, having in its spacious champaign a few rising grounds. Of

all cities I ever beheld it is the most curious and un-Furopean. On view-
V ing it from an eminence you see a vast plam, as far as the eye can reach,
-covered with houses, even to the very horizon ; where the lofty towers
of .gorgeous palaces, and the ghttenng steeples of churches, sparkle in

the sky.

The city is built on the banks of two rivers, the Moskva (whence it

-takes its name), and the Yausa. Mosco was anciently divided into five

districts ; and as they in part yet retain their distinetions, you will have
a clearer idea of this colossal town by having a description of these par-
titions. They lie one within the other. The interior circle is called
the Kremlin, a Tartarian word for the Jortress.  The Kitaigorod, or
Tartar town, is the second circle. The Biel-gorod called so (the white
town) from a wall of that hue which surrounds it, is the third. The
fourth circle is named Zemlenoi-gorod from its earthen rampart
The slobodes, or suburbs, inclose all these, and form the eéxtremest
boundary of Mosco. = /

The Kremlin stands in the centre of the city on an elevatéfd‘ bank of -

the Moskva. Within its walls stands the ancient palace of tfxe ‘Tzars;
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rendered particularly interesting from the circumstance of its aving

been the residence of Princes, whose names need only be mep ioned to
command the horfxage of every heart loya to true kingly virtye. - Mik-
haila: Ro‘manoﬁ',. Alexey Mi’khailov_itch; Feodor, and the Great Peter,
once inhabited these towers ; and still sanctify them by their niemories.
The appearduce of the palace is venerable& ; but it contains nothing of

any conseguence o _see.

The cathedrala around the palace, which I understand gre five in
number, besides convents, parish churches, and colleges, g

a monastic solemnity. These are dl richly endowed, and ornamented
in the most costly manner 7.1 one of the churches lie the remains of
the Prince Demetrius who was so 'cruelly murdered, and is now regardéd
as a saint. Along with his relics repose those of several Grand Princes
and Tzars. Their tombs are of stone, covered with palls of scarlet
velvet superbly embroidered. The cathedral dedicated to, the Ascension,
possesses a perfect treasury of religious consecrations; and it is distin-
guished above the rest, in being the place Where\q]l the Emperors of
Russia are crowned. Not far from the catheral is LbP Syfodal Palace,
where formelly the pamarchs dwelt, and which now contains an inva-
luable library. Near to that is the Senate Houseaa »maofmﬁcem, build-
ing erected by Catherine the Second. And also *he arsenal, a strong
compact edifice. The Kremlin is parted from the Tartar town by a
brick wall whitened, very high, and embattled in the eastern manner.
My sketch of the c:ity and this fortress will shew you the form of the
fortification. At various distances are towers, square and round, with
spiral minarets, covered with scaly tiles like the skin of fish, paihfed
gne«{;s}l:ow and crimson, surmounted with a glIdéd ball and fane. It

is curious o observe the sn’m]amty between this turreted bulwark and

3
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_the wll-known Chinese wall, so well pourtrayed in Lord Macartney’s
~account of his embassy to China. The resemblance is so close, that
— we mighs thins the same c.-neer had exerted his abilities in both

countries.

Before I left the precincts of this interesting place, I ascended the
tower of the church of Ivan the Great, which commands a view of the
whole surrounding plain. Although the monotonous paleness of winter
then shrouded its bosom, yet the coup-d’eil was transcendently mag-

niﬁcent Lhe sun shene with un wttempered splendor thlouoh an at-

gated colours on the tops of mnumenhle. ,'bul_ldlllgs : the. sparklmg
particles of snow on the earth and palaces; the fanes and crescents of
“the churches flashing their blazing gold; and, added to all, the busy
world beneath, passing and repassing in their superb dresses and decorated
sledges, presented such-a scene of beauty and grandeur, that I should
have thoﬁaht myself repaid for my disagreeable journey, had I even been

obliged to return to, St. Petersburgh 1mmedlately, in beholding so glo-
Tious a view,

The Kjtai-gorod,: the second division, is built round the Kremlin.
Some, by that term, mean to call it the Tartar city ; and others, the
Chinese town. T have not acguired Russ enough to tell you whether
the word Kitai equally applies to.China and to Tartary : but that both
nations have a pretence to naming it, we all know; the Tartars by
* their conquests ; and the Chinese from the great commerce they once
held with Mosco. This district, by way of eminence, is usually called
Gorod, the City ; and is surrounded with a wall and other fortifications.
From the number of its shops and Warehouses, and the Asiatic apparel _

-
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of the buyers and sellels, it reminded me of what I had read of ~ agdat
in the time of the Caliphs, when the chief merchants of the B 't used to
assemble in its populous streets. Zie =" “er of shops and ¥ arehouses
which compose this mart, are nearly six thousand. - ; -

There are some colieges in this city, and many private residences,
amongst the most spacious of which is the house of Count Tchereme-
tieff. Tis churches are mostly on the plan of those of St. Petersburgh,
- of which, I believe, I formerly gave y ju a sketeh. Some in this district
are of the ancient architecture; and  others, built in more nibdern taste,
are grotesque mmitations of Gree¢k and Roman temples : and yet, not-
withstanding their defects. the> .orm not an unpleasing variety with the
Asiatic structures around. The effect of the latter edifices is picturesque
and splendid. The great mass or body of the church is square, orna-
mented with small semicircular arches and columns, smular to our Saxon
architecture. This buildings is surmounted by five minarets, one at
“cach end, and a larger in the middle, shaped like an inverted baIloon
‘ They are all magmﬁcently covered with ducat gold. A high gilt cross
rises from the centre, beneath which is a ,rescent, a mark of triumph
over Mahometamsm both religious and muiitary. When the Tartars, to
whom Moscovy was subject two centuries, profaned any of the churches
with their worship, they fixed the erescent, the badge ‘of their prophet,
_ upon its pinnacle. On Mosco being regained to the empire by the
Grand Prince Ivan Basilovitch, he did not tear-down the crescent, but
planted the cross above it as a memorial of his victory. Notmany paces
from the main body of the church stands a narrow and hi o'her tower of a .
different form from uhe minarets, bemg pyramidical. This contains
the bells; and they are sounded by. pulling their tongues against their
~ sides: hence it is not dlﬁicult to toll those of the most enormous size.
VOL. L. : - DD
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Thesc machines are at- work the greater part of the day; but very
lucky it s bot]:: for the steeples and the town that they are not struck in
the Eng'h;‘xh fasnion : half the "__%*=, . ould have been dpwn by this time,
and all the people in the city driven deat. Imagine the bells of a thou-
sand churches (with five at least in each), clanging all at once, without
bharmony or variety ; for they never ring in peals! The noise, in quality,
is as bad as marrow-bones and cleavers; and in quantity, more up-
roarious than any thing I can conceive since Big Tom al Oxford bereft
the university of their hearing, a.d broke all the windows in the town.

Over the grand entrance of the c. urch, is usually painted the legend
of the Saint to whom it is dedicated. 'The inside is embellished in a
similar taste, with gothic ornaments, and pictures imitated from Albert
Durer, in a style not likely to rescue. the fame of the Russian arlists.
The most remarkable church in Mosco for these internal .decorations,
is within this circle. It was the production of an Italian architect,
brought from Italy by the tyrant Ivan Basilovitch on purpose to build
him a church. On his arrival, the Monarch gave him orders to erect
an edifice that should be u'xequaﬂed in taste and splendor throughout
the world. Ivan was obeyed. The fabric was finished ; and all Mosco
crowded to express their admiration of its perfections. The poor artist’s
head could not bear such a whirlwind of adulation; and being com-
plimented by a lord of the court on having produced a proof of his skill
that never could be equalled, his intoxicated vanity dictated this un-
fortunate reply; ; :

“Itis noﬂﬁﬂg w0 one I could yet build I”

 This declaration reached ti;e ears of the Tzar. The Italian was sum-
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moned ; and the tyrant, repeatmg what he had heard, added, « 7 shall
put it out of your power to thake|any other country boast - church
more splendid than mine.” And ..~ -2~y had the wretched man’s
eyes thrust out in his presence. ' -
Time and circumstances are powerful changers of taste. I looked at
this wondrous structure with allbmy admiration directed to the stupidity
of the artist, and the bhndness of the Prince, in not dlscovermg it to
- be the most clumsy, cumbersome, and hideous mass thatf.zgr disgraced
a civilized country. I am almost i «clined to believe that the turn of
the_story should be reversed; ar « that the tyrant, struck with the
fallure of his plan, determined o deserve the world’s gratitude in one
act at least, by ren’cring so vile an architect incapable of again burthen-

ing any part of the earth with the like speCunen of ignorance, bad taste, :
and absurdity. :

* Biel-gorod, called the White Town ‘from 1ts ramparts, but formerly
Tzaref (the c1ty of the Tzars), surrounds the foregomg division ; and con-~
sists of numerous monasteries, seventy churches, the umversny founded
by the Empress Elizabeth, the foundlii., %sspital, and many public
istitutions, besides the spacious dwellings of some of the ancient princely
families and other nobility.

Semlenoi-gorod, so called from its earthen boundary; and the slo-
bodes or suburbs, form the outward girdle of this immense city ; and
in their numerous and anthuated streets shew all the varieties attached
to a great capital: on one side splendid mansions; on the other dingy
hovels filled with all the depressing effects of bondage. The pleasantest

parts of these suburbs are inhabited by Germans ; and also a band of
DD 2
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 nobl G»eorgians, who, with a large train of followers, retired hither.
The dist icts allotted to these strar gers partake of their chalacter, and

~are very mteresting, raseay =

&

1t 18 now .upwai'ds of six weeks since I arrived in this city ; a month
~ - of which was passed under all the rigors of winter, when the snow lay
four feet deep in many of the streets, and the long lines of the frozen
rivers, and the surrounding country, were covered with the same deathly
garb. But in a moment, ag if b an act of an enchanter’s wand, a uni-
" versal thaw dissolved the whole. ."housands of boors were seen breaking
up with their hatchets the large mas. & of dissolving ice, and carrying it
in their single horse sledges to the rive. the sooner to make the ways

passable, and rid them of their winter shoub.

During this operation, the rc}ad became extremely bad, having un-
avoidably, till:all was cleared off, at different intervals, holes of a great
depth, to the imminent peril of the passenger, whether in carriage or

~en traineau. Walking, at “this season, is deemed a disgrace: and it is
very well that prejudice sets so firmly against any attempt to change the
mode, as it would be d>~_ rous in the extreme: ifs inconvenieuces
could hardly be balanced. In the first place, to prevent the invelerate
penetration of the snow-waler you must swathe your feet and legs in
bandages of a hundred folds ; and then thrust them im:olhuge machines
of most uncouth Russian materials, before you durst venture to set one
foot to the ground in such a toe-destroying element. Common leather
boots would be as mere blotting paper, and soaked through i in an instant.
Then imagine all the muddy embrmdery, which would skirt your
pelisse even to the middle of your back, where the melting snows
- from the nelghbourmg houses, would greet it, hl;e the meetmg waters
10
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in Noah’s flood.  If you walk near the sides of the houses (the 20st
eligible place in England), your diath is threatened every i \oment.
Here, during the long winter, the ::f;: or socamulate to such a number
and size, andéﬁhang in such a tremendous fringe from the eaves, that their
appearance alone is sufficient to intimidate the boldest pedestrian. And
yet some have been so rash that I have heard of frequent instances of
persons passing under them at the commencement of the thaw, who, by
the falling of these immense masses were crushed to pieces. Their weight
18 incredible The snow is not only annpying, but equally perilous with
theice; and, as it slides by degrees o the bend of the roof, in some
unexpected moment is precipitated 5 1 a sort of avalanche into the street
below. 1 saw three natives, w' , were trudging by at the instant of a
chute de neige, all er.oowelled at once. A considerable time was spent
in digging them out, when they were bfought forth, to a miracle alive,
* but much hurt. : _ : '

It is a very amazing spectacle to observe how rapidly this frigid co-
vering vanishes, and how soon the smiling face of spring appears. In
one day the Moskva became liquid, and nd trace of winter remained on :
its waters, except where floating masses ol ice, and the fragments of
dismantled cottages rolling down its current, reminded you of the yet
recent devastations of its departing wrath. The disunited snows from the
higher lands usually cGine down into the lower in such quantity, and with
such violence, that caitle, men, and often whole villages are swept away.
The rivers receive the dreadful deposit: and thus, on the banks of" the
Moskva, at the moment when spring promises every vernal joy, you
behold the wrecks of devastation, the memorials of a mlschlef and mi-

i

sery incalculable. : : - :

A great part of the city lying very low, was for several days under

A
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- wat.” * but now all is cleared, and the trees are ready to bloom. It
is hardy elght days since the th w began, and there is scarcely a par- |
ticle of snow to be fes="  l._- . ‘ortnight ago was a dreary plain of .

| ice, is now robed in verdme, and animated with buddmg trees and
shrubs. The whole aspect of the city is 50 changed, that no one who
did not witness the moment of alteration could believe it to be the same

-~ place. Mosco in summer and Mosco in winter has as much resem-

~ blance, as a buiterfly to its chrysahs At present it is like a world of

\palaces collected together: an! really the idea given of it by Joseph .

the Second of Austria, who paid it a vmt, is a better picture than I

can draw.

s Here, (said he) have all the chief lords of .ue empire set thems
selves down, surrounded each by his village, his church, and hlS
vassals.”

The description is just; for it is not a city of houses in mere rank
~ and file of streets, but rather a collection of mansions, each embosomed
amidst its own lawns, gardens, pleabule-gwunds, and the dwellmgs of

its necessary slaves. Some of the most ancient Princes of the empire
- have very splendid - palaces in Mosco, ornamented with basso rehevo, -
' gﬂdmg, and every Asiatic decoration. Indeed this is a favourite resi-
~ dence with ahmesi all the Russian nobility who have not employments
at court or in the government. And from the great influx of inhabi-
tants, you see many of their fine houses yet unfinished without, while
the inside boasts every splendor whlch taste can present, and every hos-
 pitality in the power of kindness to offer. No Eng}lshman can speak
too sensibly of the attentions which the Moscovite nobility pay to the
' mdmduals of hls nation. Itis even more gracmus than the most refined
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courtesy ; poss%smg all 1ts graces, it carries to your ‘heart. the -JA0re -
delightful conviction of ‘an ammated”fnendshlp

s }
o

) O e

Owing to the peculiar circumstances of the inhabitants of this town,
pleasure is ever the order of the day: it holds a continual carnival,
where balls, private theatres, masquerade;, and assemblies of all sorts,
for ever vary the scene. The grounds around the mansions of the no-
bility afford romantic and charming morning walks. But their favorite
‘amusement, is what they call the promenade. It cousists of all the car-
riages in the city, perhaps to the pumber of seven thousand, trailing

. after each other in regal procession; through fixed parts of the town and
its environs. The insides of those vehicles are filled with all the beauty —
and splendor of Mwsco: and in my life I never beheld so many lovely
women at one time.

The superiority of this metropolis over that of St. Petersburgh, in
the general beauty of the females, is beyond comparison. Perhaps this
may be accounted for, from the intermarriages of the noble families
with those of countries celebrated for symmetry of features and graceful
_ forms: namely, Circassia, Georgia, and Poland. The young ladies dress
in rather the Parisian mode, but much improved by their own native
taste. Their evening attire is in a more beautiful style than that of any:
other country: but in the mommg dress, the fair of our-own country
have the advantage

Before I came into this country, I was led to believe that I should
find the morals on a par with France, To me it seems totally the re-
'verse. I never saw married people more happy, or apparently more
affectionate towards each other : I never, in any country, met with young
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~ womn more amlabk and Virtuous. Every‘v country has its maiwais
szyets’ And anc1entl}, as an unli nited licence to pleasure was given
here, and exampled ‘* “hose high in influence, it might be supposed
that the seeds of llberumsm, once sown 1n a hation, could never be eradi-
cated ; but it grew so rank during its short season, that I believe all
is exhausted, and that the last generatxon carried with them into the
other world not only the fruits but the roots Of their cultivation. In
short, it appears from what I have hitherto been able to judge, that for
a city whose sole object is pleasure, Mosco possesscs less of what is
called fa.shmnable vice,. than may be found in countries Where more

seemmg austerity is practised.

%

— iie pmmé:mde I have just mentioned, or more properly speaking the
cavalcade, general]y begins at the termination of the six weeks’ fast.
Many do indeed religiously abstain from food, in a manner that pro-
duces very alarming effects. After the sparest diet, with a weakened
system, when the fast Exph‘es, they return to their usual full tables
with an avidity which, unchecked, lays the foundation for numerous. -
disorders. The female sex, parnculaﬂ), are suﬁ’erers, who throwmg
themselves from a cloistered regimen and retirement immediately into
_repletion, and the stream of these equipages; thinly clad, and staying
out late wi %:h open windows amid the damps of the evaporating earth,
catch such colds as either end their days or embitter their lives. Medical
men tell me that at this witching time of the year, there is more sickness,
death, and misery, than at any other period in their practlce. :

Were such a_concourse of camages to assemb]e in our 1sland as here

meet on the banks of the Moskva, fractured po]es, broken 51des, and ‘

- maimed coachmen, footmen, &c would be the certain consequences ;
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1ETTER XX.

Mosco, May, 1806.

HL first week in the vernal month of May! At this gay season,
when pleasme wooes me in as many shapes as ever Armida assumed

to rcha,] 'm away the wits of the doughty Rmaldo, I cut my way through
all her wiles; if not by a hero’s sword, at least with a friend’s pen-
knife: and havhxg pointed‘ my »Qui;ll, place myself firmly behind the
shield of a,sheet of paper, determined to fill it with a thousand of the
enchantress’s spent darts, before she draws me away from half an hour’s

converse with you!

You will not marvel at my heroics, when I tell you that I have just
escaped from the very spell-bound wood of the fair magician! But 1
_will relate all in order: and beginning with the usual style of long~
~ winded story letters, you must Fnow that the first of May is the brightest
day in the Russian calendar of fest1v111es. A wood, some versts from
Mosco, is the spot dedicated to this annual (_enjbyment.‘ The trees are
already clothed with leaves, and the groves and bowers into which the

sylvan scene is divided, are blooming with flowers, and every decoration

that Pleasure, and her hand-maid Taste, can devise. To this spot all
- sieps are directed : and onee more the long procession of carriages sets
forth. By the way, I must check my reins a moment, to tell you how
your remark  that good rﬁlers ough* '~ turn even the pleasures of the
people to the advantage of the state.  nas been honoured 4 priovi in
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Russia. Peter the Great instituted these cavalcades to make a partin
-all public_ festivities, that the buildidg of carriages, and other manufac-
tures useful in such shows, might be encouraged by more than an ordi-
nary corsumption. His plan took the desired effect, for the eqmpages
are splendid to the utmost of their owner’s stretch of fancy and purse :

at this time the nobles try fto outvie each other both in carriages and
cattle. The caparisons arg unusually gorgeous ; and the result is re-
markably fine, as they ne‘lr drive fewer than four horses of the most
admirable beauty The servants are hdblted in dresses covered with gold
and other costly materials; and the occupiers of the carriages sparkle
in all their orders: the men according to their 1ank and the ladies

adm ned with every charm. of nature and taste.

The procession formed a string of several miles in length, taking its
course through avenues of lofly fir-trees, broken by a variety of romantic
openings, amid which were seen the joyous groupes of rugged natives and
their gaudily dressed wives. At the appomted vernal spot, amongst the
natural bowers of the W rood, were planted marquées, belonging to the dif-
ferent nobility, filled with every species of elegant refreshment, and all
sorts of amusements which could add to the exhilaration of the scene.
This gay day ended with a féfe champétre given by the illustrious nephew

,of Suwarroff. It was the best fancied entertainment of the sort I ever
saw ; and so. pleasant, that I hardly thought I had been there an hour,
when the blaze of innumerable fire-works announced it to be midnight.

=

Dancmg and a splcndld supper finished the festival.

The day followmg happemné, to be the anniversary of the bir th day

of the young Countess Orloﬂ" (the daughter of Count Alexey Orloﬁ,\lhe
EE 2
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victor at. Chesma, so well-known in the reign of Catherine I1.), she be-
came the lady of that day’s revels. - She is amiable and accomplished,
and in every respect reflects honour upon'}lel' rank and fortune.  *

1 obeyed her summons, about two o’clock in the'day ; and found the
- superb mansion of her father already filled with the most distinguished
nobility in Mosco. Stars blazed in aH directions, ribbons crossed the
eye at every turn ; and uniforms of various colours, enriched with gold :
and silver, gave a magmﬁcence to the whole not to be described. The
ladies were arrayed in all their diamonds, pearls, and beauty, both real
and artificial, and congratulated the young heiress most warmly on her
birth-day. - ; v :
A sumptuous dumel, or banquet, spread with the husury of an im-
perial repast was next in rotation. Music, vocal and instrumental, re-
sounded from all sides: and when the health of the lady was. drunk, a
flourish of ketile-drums and trumpets rent the air, and peals of ordnance’
(to those who saw them not) reduced by their thunder the roar of festi-
viin to the murmuring of distant merry-making.

I happened to be gone into an adjoining room at the moment of one
of these explosions, and most unluckily for their future effect on my-
senses, got a peep behind the scenes. 1 found that these repeated seeming
discharges of cannon were produced by an accumulation of cows’ blad-
ders distended with wind, and rapidly laid in sgccess'ion on large blocks
of wood, where, with the velocity of a steam-eno e, they were’ burst at
once by the action of a ponderous mould or mallet:x A friend of mine .
stood near me, and observed with a smile; that we were now let into
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the theatrical secret of flourishes of drums and tmmpets, and the reports of

sundry pieces qf ordnance 4 e : «

Indeed, I believe, my. good Lord Hamlet, that even thine own Shaks-
peare will not be'able to check my mirth, should I agam hear the re-
gicide-king drinking the health with : =

o 1 — Give me the cup !
¢ And let the kettle to the trumpet speak,

% The trumpet to the cannonier without,

 "The cannons jo the heavens 1

For the life of me I shall not be able to forget the cows’ bladdels, and
so with the * ruined feelings” of poor Tilburina, in a burst of laughter
must add my peals to those of the ordnance.

Not doubting but that ”you admire the ingenuity of the invention, T
must account to ydu for its ha{ring been nccessary. = When I first saw
it, I was ignorant that it might not have been a particular fancy of the
Count Orloff’s; but, on enquiry, I found that during the reign of the
whimsical Paul, an order was issued that no cannon should ever be fired
in the empire but on impérial occasions. This ukase has never been
repealed ; and as the higher order of nobility had always, until that
period, the privilege of discharging guns on their great days, they de-
termined not to give up the martial sound, and thercfore elected the
cow’s bladders in their place.

About five o’clock in the afternoon this firmament of stars made a
tramsit to a race-course two versts from the house. It was arranged in
imitation of ours; and the horses started in a similar style, excepting

i
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the appearance of the riders, who neither in neatness nor activity
equalled the English jockey. It seemed amusing to the Russians, but
to me it was very dull ; there being neither spirit in the contest nor sport

in the race. The cattle were British, as His Excellency’s stud is well-

chosen and extensive.

The evening terminated with a superb ball, in which the Countess,

las usual, displayed her urbanity and accomplishments. In fact, the

day’s entertainments were altogether worthy of the charming object of
their celebration. I will not tantalize you, who are such an admirer of
harmony and grace, and gentlest beauty, with the naming of any of those
transcendent fair who were present! And yet why should I not? You
are no churl of lovehness, no eastern despot, that will not permit
another eye to rest upon the charms of your adoration ; so0, 1 will be
equally liberal, and shall even tell you that many were the beauteous
faces on which my sight banqueted on the sweet Countess’s birth-night.
One, two, three lovely creatures, who might have rivalled the shepherd
of Ida’s contending goddesses, were present amidst nymphs almost as
fair : bul there yet was a planet brighter than even Venus to me; and
her name you know, so 1 need not repeat it here. She was my gmdlng

- star through all the mazes of this happy festival ; and as 1 walked or

sat by her side, Isaw in her all the fascinations of Russia, France
and Ttaly, blended with the mterestmg modestv of m_y dear native

Eng]and e = : =

“ With so swéet a partnef in my hand T must speak a little of the dance -

~ here most in fashion : it is called a country dance ; but 1 cannot say that

it resembles ours either in figure, music, or sociability. We. prefened-
conversatlon and sure]y the conversatlon of an mtelhgent and amiable
10
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woman is the most delightful pleasure in nature! Old folks say’ that
the young can never meet without love or matrimony coming~on the
carpet : so you will not be surprised that in my converse with so many
‘youthful beauties, I should get a little into their secrets. ;
They tell me that during the single state of the Russian ladies (which
I may call their childhood, they generally marry so early), they are
held by their parents in the strictest subjection ; and in the regal style,
are disposed of in marriage according to the will of the ruling powers.
From that moment they are free. 'The parental shackles are thrown
off, and they enjoy'their liberty in the full plenitude of gaiety and in-
nocence. Their husbands do not controul them with any jealous fears.
Ignorant of vice, these charming women may be as lively and as happy
as they will. . There is a frankness, and even affection, in their Iﬁagners
to their male friends and acquaintance which is particularly attractive;
and causes you to feel as if - you were living in the patriarchal days, and
in the company of half a hundred lovely and endearing sisters.

One custom, however, I must pui in my protest against; the com-
mon and public use to which the delicate and heavenly seal of friend-
ship and love is diurnally appropriated! It is not sufficient that the
fair sex salute each other, or touch your cheek; but no bearded
boor meets his fellow, but forty smacks are heard, as though each were
sucking cyder through a vent-peg. Every man, young, old, lame,

“blind, or ever so disgusting, when he kisses the hand of any Wonian, ;
let her delicacy-be ever so nice, or her rank exalted, she must return the =
sahite_ on his cheek. This is doﬁe ‘at every interview, althoqgh little
intimacy may exist between the parties. When a lady would only cur-
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,tes;y' a welcome in England, she must kiss it here; a custom which ’
(though we are not ungrateful in its observance) I believe there is not
"2 John Bull of us all that would not feel a little awkward in seemn
either his w1fe, sister, or daughter, do henour WILh such 11beral crreetmgs
to his guests.
derness, is here scattered yet more widely immediately afier the ¢ expira-
tion of the six wecks’ fast. The ceremony of giving eggs then com-
mences; and whoever presents one, let him be of ever so low an or der,
to a lady of whatever high rank, on saying the words Christos vos Christ,
" must take a kiss from the lady and excﬁarige eggs with her.

 The ni ight for the celebratlon of this custom, belnv the anmversary'
of the resurrecnon of our Lord a grand ceremony is performed at mid-
night, in the cathedral of the Kremhn, which is attended by vast mul-
titudes. A picture of our Saviour, which had been prevmusly buried
~ three days before, is raised with great'solemmity ; and then, as if direct-
" ed by a stroke of electricity, the congregation all kiss each other
without discrimination, and with much riot, bawling the above words.
1 was not an eye-witness of the seene, being ill; but my friend H——,
who beheld, and experienced the labial contaction, first from the lips
of a blooming damsel, and mnext fmfn the whiskers of 2 grisly boor,
described 1t to me, Wlth what delzghtfuZ remembmmers you can easily

COHCC]VC

Thus far, you may understand what 1s klssmg rehglously But so
ﬁ'equen tly is the rite administered, that had Coriolanus travelled amongst
~ the Russians instead of the Voleii, he must have knocked down half' the
emplre before he would have been allowed to preserve the mrgm kzse he

-

This strange wantoning with the sweetest pledge of ten- .
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carried back to his Virgilia. Kissing being a sort of system in this
country, is conducted in due order, and arranged in classes. g

First, the kiss rehgmus Tt stands hjgl;est in degree, and is of Widest
privilege, being used only at sacred periods ; but during the holy seasons,
under its passport, the veriest clown may find his way to the check of
the loveliest or most illustrious woman in the empire. In fact, 1t is an
absolute passe ptzriogtt. The_secbnd is in my mind the sweetest, and it is
the rarest ; but it has many a counterfeit, for its soft touch unites in one
moment lips, heart, and soul. It is of divine origin; angels embalm
. the mouth it presses ; and it is called —need I name it? — the kiss of
love! Itis known to exist ; b‘ut, as its delicate natmﬁé never\ailows it to
be pl;aptised in public, and as my present observations are only made
there, you cannot reasonably expect that I should say a word more on
the subject. Hence, my good friend, I shall leave its charms to your
own imagination. The kiss platomc, or the kiss of friendship, 1s al-
most as dear as the former, though not quite so sweet : this, T may
safely conﬁde with you too. But the kiss promiscuous, which is the
last; what shall I say of it? Cold, cold! but executed with grace by
the well-bred : and it is perfected by acquired elegance and practice,
it bcmg the constant celemony at all interviews’ between men, women,
and children. The merchants, slaves, &ec. are as expert at it as the
greatest lord ; I mean in promptltudc and activity; as for grace, it
has not yet ordvnated so low. You will frequently see a couple of
huge hulking fellows with greasy grlsly beards, kissing and smacking, -
locked in each others arms, as if they were meeting after an interval

of ages. .

Indeed there are many sights exhibited in this country _vél:y s‘range to

VOL. I. = F F
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a British eye ; and none more so to me than when 1 look from the great
Russian noble in all the power of wealth, to the poor vassal in his train ;
who has not even an hour’s liberty at his own command. - Although I
have been in this part of the wor]d upwar ds of six months, I cannot yet
prevail on myself to consider the Russian servant like the helots of the
Spartans, as of a species so different from their masters, that 1o treat
them like a horse or any other useful animal, is to pay them respect
enough. There is something in ‘the air of Britain which infuses into
the generahty of her sons as greata repugnance to make a slave, as to
be one. Blessed, then, be the land of l1belt) ! for it dispenses the good
it enjoys; and by lea._vmg every man free, allows him the rank in crea-
tion nature -intended. Genius, industry, virtue, all find their proper
spheres : and easil); pass from the lower stations, into which accident

- might have placed 1he1n, to leglons bettm calculated for the exercise of

their powers.

=

That the Russian peasantry and servants are slaves, dq(;ég not imply
that their owners are tyrants. In most cases their comforts are very
propetly attended to ; and cruelty or oppression is very seldom suffered
to émbitter their existence. You never hear them complain : and in
fact they rarely have any cause of complaint ; for, perfectly ignorant of
the advantages of liberty, they desire 1t not ; are quite contented to be
considered as much their master’s property as his ox or his ass, p10v1ded
they be foudered and fed as well.

The houses of the nobility are filled with these vassals, or servants,
both male and fema]_e, who line 'thé‘ halls, passages, and entrances of the
rooms in splendid liveries. . In almost every anti-chamber some of these
domestic~ are placed, ready to obey the commands of their lord or his

10



TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA. 3 219

4

guests; and cbhtinually your ears are saluted with the theatrical call
of “ who waits ?” when two or three run in at the instant, as promptly as
I ever saw the gentlemen-in-waiting answer the like summons from the
boards of Drury-Lane or Covent-Garden. What with the dwarf pages,
fools, nu,merous' attendants, and customs of hospitality practised here,
I cannot but be struck with its resemblance to the establishments of
our old English Barons: and sometinies almost fancy lhyself transport-
ed back to the feudal days of Britain. You, who are as romantic as
myself in these particulars, can easily understaﬁd how these antiquated
usages affect my imagination, and set it to work ; and indeed T find it
no unamusing train of thought to pursue the progress of different na-
tions through various stages of civilization, till I can with ease point out
the periods in each when their customs and manners have exactiy pa-.
ralleled. Thus the present manners of some countries are only cor-
respondent with what were the manners of a neighbouring nation a
century ago. Andso I go on, when I have nothing else to do, making
the world pass before me, as we whirl about its effigy on a globle; with
our finger. :

But to return to my slaves. Frequent instances have been men-
tioned to me of the cruelty with which some owners treat this unfor-
tunate race. But I always found the anecdotes thus related were
of very old date; and if not exaggerated, time has so altered the
- minds of the Russians, that such barbarities very seldom, if ever, now

DCCur.

The boors are all slaves. Each estate has its native boors by hun-
dreds, who perform all its agricultural duties. They are extremely
T
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mdustnous, and when under a good owner, daily 1 1mplove and become
niore valuible" Thelr attachment to thel_EFLQIda__whenhwell treated, is-
generally as warm, as their enmity on the reverse.. Indeed, I was told
the other day of a gentleman, who, possessed of a large village with its in-.
habitants, and wanting money, was going to sell it and them. His slaves,
who loved him, hearing of this intended transfer of them {0 some new,
and perhaps less amiable proprietor, went in a body to him, and offer-
ed to collect amongst themselves all the little savings their labours had
amassed ; and if the sum were inadequate-to supply the deficiency,

_several volunteered to be sold, if he would but consent still to remain

_ master of the village. Happy was this man’s temporary poverty, since

it shewed him his own worth, and proved to him the virtue of his
sJaves. From that day he must have considered them rather as his sons

uian as his Vassals.

Uncultivated minds having nothing to restrain their passions, these '
ill-starred ‘men are very vehement in their hatred; and sometimes,
though Seldo_m, they have no little provocation. When their owner
exacts from them the produce of their earnings, after having perhaps
received from them an exorbitant sum for allowing them to work at
their respective trades, then, very frequentl_y, they are wrought up to
such resentment as to form formidable conspiracies against the life of
their oppressor. One instance.I can give you, which happened a few
months ago. A 'gentleman having by some severities disobliged his
slaves, they laid hold of him, and threw him into a large boiler of hot
spirits in one of his own distilling houses. He was not discovered for
some days; but when the murder was known, ten or fifieen of the per-
petrators were knouted and banished for ever to Siberia. Before I
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leave this subjeét, I must repeat another anecdote which is more singular
than the former, and marks the simplicity of the one party, and the inge-

vmous Ueachcl y of the other.

A German General, who had by his amiable qualmes and military
abilities riser. to the highest rank in the Russian army, married a lovely
_ woman of this country,by whom he became possessed of several estates
and their appropriate slaves. He was a man of the best heart, being
most sisceptible of the sufferi ings of others, and eager to relieve them.
On visiting one of these estates, he found a thousand impositions and
acts of tyranny exercised on the poor boors, by six or'seven farmers
who rented great part of the property. His humanity was awakened ;
and, by degrees, he endeavoured to correct all these abuses, and gave
orders to the junto of earth-holders to curtail their possessions, and t
. separate. As this sentence, if carried into effect, would have put an end
to their avaricious plans, they saw no other chance of keeping their
- ground than by ridding themselves of their new master, which diabolical

act they accomplished with the most ingenious cunning. e

They found a boor who, with the savmgs from his daily toil, was
_anxious fo buy a horse, thinking by that acquisition® he would be en-
abled to extend his merchandize, and double his profits. The conspi-
rators persuaded this unfortunate man to undertake the death of their
enemy, and promised, in reward, twenty-eight rubles and the ammalv
on which he had set his mind. Any scruples he might urge agamst the
murder were over-tuled by the argument, that as the General was of a
 different religion from them, it was no 01eate1 sin than killing a dog.

This decided him, @nd ‘being counselled by his eleoyers, that as soon.



9939 TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA.

as he h«ld effected their wishes, he was to conceal himself for some time
(after which they engaged more lar gely to reward hlm), he prepared him-
self for the assasamatlon

On the morning of the first anniversary of the marriage day of the Ge- -
neral and his bride, the happy pair having determined to celebrate it with
a féte, ordered cerlam dispositions to be made in a nelghbourmcr wood
for that purpose: That all should be worthy the commemoration of an
event which had been so felicitous to him, this a.mmble husband mounted
his horse, and rode towards the thicket to inspect the arrangements for the
entertainment.  The peasant had secreted himself amongst the bushes: -
on the sight of his victim he lev elled his too-well directed gun : the con-
tents were lodged in the General’s heart, and he. sunk to the ground,
nurdered by one of the very wretches whose wrongs he had sought to
redress. The terrified horse flew back to the house of his master: the -
plood on his coat, and the report of the gun, gave the alarm; and the
fears of the unhappy lady were soon realized by the sight of men bearing
in her husband’s corpse. The perpetrator of the act was caught before
he could escape : he confessed, and betrayed who were his accomplices.
They were all seized, knouted, and sent to Siberia, and their houses
burnt to the ground.’ : '

The lovely widow was inconsolable. She erected a mausoleum to her
departed hero; and paying it diurnal and nocturnal visits, there wept
over his murder and her grief, till the source of tears was dry. But
time, that obliterator of most sorrows ; and chance, whose never-failing
fund of circumstances so often presents our weal or woe, threw in her
way another soldier, amiable as brave, and in a fortunate hour she
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LETTER XXL o

Mosco, May, 1806.
HAVE just 1eturned from a delightful walk on the tcrlacc of the
Kremlin. In a former letter I spoke of the wide and magnificent
prospéc_’z frofn_the tower of the great church : this which I now enjoyed
in strolling along the brow ."of the hill that fronts the palace, and which
borders the river, commands a home view of most interesting par-

ticulars.

The granite quay stretches to a vast length at the bz_se of the fortress :
the Moskva, forested with vessels from the Volga, and other rivers of
the interior : the foundling hospjtal, the various palaces of the nobility,
as well as the gilding and many coloured domes of several hundred
churches, extend themselves, till the horizon and its woods seem to
unite the city with the sky. The fore-ground is formed of the religious

'buildings ; and the ancient wall of the ,'Kr,emlin, whose eastern batile-
ments give a striking air of romantic grandeur to the whole. 'The large *
scale on which the enfans trouvées presents itself, fully conveys the noble~
ness of its plan, being, perhap the best endowed charity in Eurfpe A\

few months ago I wrote largely to you on the subict of this institution ;
or rather on one of its scions at St. fetersburgh, ‘which in every respect
resembples i3 parent tree, exceptmg in the solidity of i its founda.non

- The hospital ., St. Petersburgh is almost entirely dependent on the
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voluntary support of its august patroness; but this at Mosco has other
_sources whence it draws the wealth that maintains it. One mean,
amongst many others, of filling its treasury, arises from lending money
upon property, the borrower paying a certain inlerest, rather more than
five per cest. T should suppose; as the hospital itself takes up money at
that interest for the pﬁrpose of lending it again. The boxz'i%wer giving
security on his gouds, or property of any sort, subJecL:yf himself to its
seizure and sale by public auction, sho;uld he ma

-~4

.~ ny default in pay-
ing the intereston the appomted day.”. If the Su*; drising from the sale
 be kss than sufficient to lmmbursc the hg,ospge;@l the defalcation bears
| further interest till the debtm can pay 1t Ao Bt should the receipts
| be more than the debt, the OVCI“}fus 15 given to the late owner of the
| goods. In the casc of h«@“ absence, which often- happens under these
j01rcumstances of mlsfortune, the hospital retains the money now as his
debtor, crediting it with interest, and ready to refund, should the
owner reclaim it within a certain day. If he do not, it then becomes
for ever \th—_é;l'jropert‘yfof the hospital. 1 have attended several of these
AUCtIons, ‘:and‘ liave seen pearls, diamonds, cambrics, and many other

valuable artlcles, sold at the usual varied prices of those capricious -
meetlngs

A%

The hospital admitted one thousand infants last year ; one fourth of
Wh‘ich number died ; a common average of its mortality, as the wreich-
ed parents seldom l'esigﬁ their offspring to this asylum until either sick-
ness or want compels them. - = :

But to return to the citadel. The walls and towers which encircle
this spot are further extended over that part of the city which is called

the Tartar Town. The Emperor Paul caused many earthen works,
_war 1 - : GG
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palisades, bastions, and ravelins, to be thrown up in front of that dis-
trict ; but they are all of liltle consequence, and I verily believe that
mdepmdent of a few pieces of ordnance of very large calibre, nota single
garrison cannon 1s_t0 be found in all the fortifications. Those belonrrmg
to the regiments in barracks are not considered as.aLbachfid to é:llt_ city.
2 - '
The I&remh;l has a daily guard of between five or six hundred men.

“a0r-gener aJ to see the parade, and found the troops

I went wﬂh the (ro' &
10 Eaiis Of a very ﬁzle body of ‘men, recruits, but far from novices in

They are 50, \geJ ‘and rapidly disciplined by means of the

their art.
cane, that the change Pt a“"lumsy blundering boor, to that of a neat

active soldier, is generally as msmnmggeous as that from one of his native
winters to all the beauties of spring. He s b\}yought up from his der-
revna or village, with his beard and hair in the trim of nature; clad in
sheep-skins, linden shoes, and walking with all the trudging awkwa;‘d-
ness of unrestrained habit. A very short period changes his aspect
entirely. His beard is sheared off, his hair bound into a regular queue ;
and by way of making it grow in a more martial form, itis shaven ﬁ'on‘i
the forehead over the cars and half-way from the back part of the head.
A regimental great-coat is put upon his person: he is booted, and set
upright on his legs, at his peril ot to lose his position. Thus then is
he metamorphosed, and ere long has all the air of a soldier, cdmf)letely ‘
getting rid of every relic of what he once had been. The custom of
shaving the head answers two purposes ; to put their hair in training, :
and to prevent desertion, this mark making discovery so certain, that
few, if any, ever dare run the risk, Their mode of drill differs Tittle
from ours, as we both copied from the same model, the Pr ussian dis-
c1phne They are heavier than our men in taking rapid positions; but
for steadiness and mechanical movements, none can exceed them.
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Some little time a go the famous Princess Dashcoff did me the honour
1o have a few auxiliary regiments reviewed before me ; and| I must ac-
knowledge I never saw a more martial sight. Their picturesque uni-
forms, the dexteﬁtv of their evolutions, their war crles, and above all,
the mterebt excited by the illustrious heroine who gave the word of
command, produced sensations and thoughts truly gratifying. 1 found
myself present with éne of the most- celebrated women in ‘history, the
friend of Catherine the Great! I looked on her as one who had de-
‘voted her youth, that season of pleasure, to a patriotic zeal for her
country. For this, her charms were concealed under a helmet, and her
beautiful bosom braced in steel ; for this she encountered peréonal danger,
obloguy, and dared every sacrifice that was in the power of a young and
lovely and high-born female to make! I 'contéinplated her now time-
marked figure with admiring wonder, and-received with grateful vene-
ration the attentions with which she honoured me. These are the
characters, to see whom we would travel from land to land. They are
the really great, the objects truly interesting, the sﬁbjecls on which my
pen delights to dwell. That I have known many of them, and been
esteemed by some, is a distinction so ennobling, that I defy any man of
common feeling 1o be capable of doing an unworthy action when he finds
his honour guaranteed by the respect of those “ whom all men are proud
to honour I” : '

The situation of Moseo is well worthy of such illustrious residents. It
possesses many natural beauties. On the banks of the two fine rlvfers
which encompass its urcles, there are walks to suit all tastes, whethey you
wish to mmgle with the gay crowd or to steal alone into the I'm'flantlc
recesses of the woads : : f’
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Like St. Pet.ersbﬁrgh, Mosco has its. Summer-garden, the favourite
resort of persons of all ranks. It_s meandering water, undulating grounds,
hridges, temples, and umbrageous avenues, render it a very charming
recreation during the hot months. It originally belonged to a noble
Scot, the friend and confident of Peter the First: and in these sacred
groves did that immortal Prince imbibe from his good, brave, and wise
_ preceptor that greatness which hereafter entitled him to the admiration
‘ef the world.  Besides the mansion once belonging to this friend of the
~ Emperor, there is a palace also in the grounds, w hich is usually oceu-
picd by the imperial family whenever they take a st mmer excursion to
their ancient metropolis. At one extremity of the principal walk stands
the‘. grand Military Hospital, instituted by Paul: be ng an elegant and
extensive building overlooking the river, it is very well adapted to pro-
m-ote-the health of its sick. The waters which flow at its feet, as well
as the baths contiguous, are valuable acquisitions, both to the city at
large and to the hospital. An English surgeon superintends the whole ;
-and its regularity and neatness does ample honour to his care. Itis the
depdt for all the invalids sent from the numerous military stations and
garrisons in the surrounding provinces. I understand that from two to

three -thousand are annua]ly received, and that an average of one in
thirty dies.

.3

~ On my return through the Walkb of these beautlful gar dens, I found
them filled with crowds of pedesmans of every description, (twice a
- wes:k it being a fixed promenade) those vvhlch most forcibly attract the
nonc.g of a stranger are the wives of the native merchants. They are
dr&sse m all the riches then' husbanéds can afford, in a fashion, hot, stiff,
~ and most ‘discordant with their figures. Their Ppetticoat is of brocade
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silks gaudily flowered, and slung on their shoulders by a kind of gallowses
thick with embroidery. The body is covered with a jacket either of
velvet or stuff, bound with gold lace and colours. A shift sleeve reaches
to the elbow. Their ne-ck———aud> arms are bare, hung with beads, neck-
laces, ear and finger rings innumerable. Some wear diadems of gold set
with coloured stones and pearls; others, a large square handkerchief
richly shot with silver and various hues, and thrown down their backs,
one corner being ingeniously wound round their heads, making a simple
and pretty cogfure. On an elegant woman this habit mlght be be-

coming, but with the present wearers, it only makes defornnty more
hideous.

- Bvery pomt about these dames is the opposue of beauby. Their eyes
are tolerable, but totally divested of expression. Their complexions
are besmeared with while and red paint, and their teeth most perversely
stained with black, nota muscle of their face ever moves and in ge-
neral their usual attitude being ‘stationary (hardly ever walking) with
their hands knit together across their persons, they stand like a string
of waxen figures, gazing on the passing groupes of the higher orders.
From an extraordinary mode of tying their girdle they all look as women
wish to be who love ther lords! Married or single, it lS just the same.
You, who are so great an admirer of the exquisite symmetry of Greece
and Rome, how would you staft to meet a front view of one of these
ladies! Relaxing stoves, warm baths, loose dresses, and negligent :
habits, with perhaps other causes into which I cannct penetrate, have
50 transformed one of the loveliest parts of the female person, that what
in others is the »\;éry throne of beauty, with them is so monstrous, that
I defy any but a Russian boor not to turn from them with the most
loathing disgust. I have no doubt but that did we see them stripped
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of their gilded jackets we should find that they equal the Hottentots
in this burthened and most wondrously elongated feature in their shapes.
However, I shall be better able to decide, as I am going this afternoon
to see them bathe, which, I am told they do in public without either
ceremony or shame. You shall have a faithful ‘report, I pledge you

my word.

T have made a sketch of their dressed appearance, by which you may :
judge how 111 they suit what might be a very becommg apparel on a

real]y pretty woman. On looking at their faces you easﬂy discern the

Tartar and Kalmuc ingraftation upon the old Moscovite stock. The
 visage is short, the bones of the cheeks high, the forehead projecting,
and the eye small. Their stature is commonly of the middle size; and
from their habits of life, both men and women are inclined to be more
than abundantly fat. When a tinge of the Georgian Poles and Circas-
sians mingles with the Russian blood, the result is the most exquisite
beauty. But this is generally confined to the higher ranks; and, as I
said before, there are such perfect specimens of female lov eliness amongst
the nobility at Mosco, there were I a Pramteles, I need go no farther to
form my Venus, =
It is now midnight! Accordmg to my promiise, before I sleep I shall
give you a description of the baths of Mosco: and as they are not at

all like those of Diana, you need not fear any share of Actaeon s fate for
daring to peep at the robeless goddesses.

Having dined at'thé héusé of Count P—— in the neighbourhood of
the scene, after dinner I took my course, accompanied by a friend as
curious as myself, along the banks of the river which flows through the
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Summer-garden. The spirit of investigation led us to the foot of the
hospital, where we found a couple of baths for the reception of the
bathers. These purifying reservoirs béing the hot-baths, consisted of
low wooden buildings with small openings in their sides, whence issued
a thick muddy stream, flowing from the first washings of the natives,
and in which they still laved their gréase—inéruéted bodies as they sallied '
forth to enjoy the cooling waves of the river. As we approached these
cleansing elevations, we beheld the waters that rolled from under their
foundations filled with naked persons of both sexes, who waded or swam
out from the bath in great numbers, without any consideration of de-
licay or decgncy. From motives of gallantry we posted ouliselves op-
posite the ladies, the better to observe the grace and nymph-like beauty
of their groupes. To say that they did not blush, would be 1o belie
them ; for certainly their skins were of the brightest pink: but it was
a spontaneous glbw ; not the sensitive flush of shame; for they look
around with all the sang-froid of females fully apparelled. And in this
Eve-ish state, with a wooden pail in one hand, and a huge bunch of
umbrageous birch twigs in the other, they descended the steps\ into the
river. This vernal collection was a very convenient substitute for the
fig-leaves of Paradise ; but that ancient and primitive use was not the
only one to which it was appropriated. Being of the size and shape of
a broom, it was intended for the more coercive exercise of creating,
while in the warm vapour, a rapid perspiration from the pores, by a
sort of Sancho-like flagellation on the hide of the fair or foul bather.
As soon as any of these nymphs lost sight of her lower extremities in
the stream, she instantly applied herself with no small degree of vigour
to pour cold water on the top of her head, by the help of the wooden
utensil she had carried with her into the river ; the refreshing and brac-
ing lorrents thus streaming over her smoaking person, soon _brougbt-it
10
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1o a more delicate tint than the boiling hue with which she had issued

from the stream.

Picture to_yourself nearly a hundred naked naiads, flapping, splash-
7 ing, and spormnu in the wave with all the grace of a shoal of porpoises !
No idea of exposme ever crossed their minds, no thought of shame ever
ﬁushed their cheeks but ﬁoundermg; about they en‘]oyed themselves »
with as much mdlfference ‘as when standing in all their {

“ing at the gay groupes in the Summer-garden. Even
of theirbath, nay, in the very midst of it, lusty boors
their casks for the use of the city. So many masses of

~ have been regarded with equal attention by either party. W

ite would
'he women
in the hot
r more like
in Bladud’s
Summer-

bathed many men ; all mingled together, just as they
springs at Bath, where both sexes boil in one cistern, 100
sodden beef-steaks than human beings. Bad as they
pool, they are ten thousand times more hideous.in thgip
‘garden: for the men are almost all bearded, or grinning grimly through

horrible whiskers and fierce mustachios. The bathers are of every age,

form, and size; Don Qumotes, Sanchos, Sampbons, &c as_well as of
~ all the misshapen figures thatever came from the hand of nature, or
suffered the ill effects of maims, bandy, or other foes to the Lbeauty of
man. And as to the géntler sex, I can wilness they were more like the -

real than the fancied Dulcinea ; more like the buxom Marltomeb, than

either the agile Diana, or the beauteous Susannah, who charmed the

elders of Israel to folly.

My allusion to the Hottentots was not ill-conceived ; for in my life '
I never beheld any thing so disgusting. Women of twenty years old,
~ with a pretty symmeirized face, possessed a bosom which a painter
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.
would have given to the haggard attendants of Heca.té.‘ I will not pro-
ceed farther in my observations on this delicate part of creation ; but
lament that custom, fashion, and mistaken habits, have so much power
to spoil what was originally the most lovel y work of nature.
T

~ Amidst u... superabundant groupe, in which the female form had
indeed run to weeds, we descried-a few young virgins (whose twisted
hair declared them to have pretensions to that title) ; and their slender
and serpentine figures gave us some hint that the female fo- w divine was
not quile obliterated from their race. Whatever admiratic a1 was called
forth during this scene, fell to their share; though that they did appear
fair, arose rather from comparison with their Hottentot companions, than
from any real beauty in themselves.

I know not how to account for the extraordinary and quiet exposure
which these ladies make of their persons; except we derive it from the
old explanation wse: and that, we find able to reconcile the most pre-
posierous practices to our minds. That the indelicacy does not pene-
trate to their morals, is seen in their conduct. She who would not
lake the smallest trouble to hide any part of her person from the ob-
server’s eye, would, a few minutes aflerwards, when she was dressed,
resenl to ihe high‘est' pitch of indignation any liberty taken with her
charms. ; : ,' e

An ukase issued at St. Petersburgh forbids the sexes using, in that
capital, the same baths: but, as the interdict did not extend to Mosco,
here I had the pleasure of seeing so extraordinary an exhib_’ition. And,
indeed, had 1 not Witnesséd the scene, I could hardly have believed the
possibility of theri being in existence such objects as " then beheld.

VOL, I. - H H
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The Russian women swim like geese; they bathe every Saturday, and

on the eve of every holiday.

Sleep being reluctant to displace from my eyes the images of these
water-nymphs, I am too wide awake to go to bed ; and having kept you
so long in the company of one set of belles, I shall in. _«uce you to -
another of a somewhat different appearance. 1 mean those that adorn
the cl;urches . not the belles of the cloister, but the bells of the steeple.
Every réligi' s building is provided with eight or nine at least. But
the most cele orated in all Mosco are those of St.Ivan in the Kremlin,
whose size and weight are equal to the biggest tom that ever a bell-
foundry produced. There is one, now deeply sunk in the ground, of

an enormous bulk.  Mr. R gave me the following estimate of its

dimensions. Its weight is 432,000 pounds; its circumference at the
base, twenty yards; and the thickness of its metal twenty-three inches,
or perhaps two feet. Its height, to the place where the clapper 1s sus-
pended, 1s nineteen feet. The tongue lies not far from the spot in which
this mass of metal is sunk: it is of iron, and seventeen feet in length.
The bell is encircled with many rims of embossed work ; and was in-
tended, when finished, to be a present from the Empress Ann to the
greee church. T am told that it was never elevated from this spot, in
which it was cast, but in cooling cracked, and so became uscless.
Others say, that it was raised to a very great height, but that the beam
to which it was suspended taking fire, itagain fell into its original bed,
and sustained the present fracture in its fall. The chasm made in its side
by the accident, is about the size of an ordinary door ; into which the
* curious may enter if they have any wish to penetrate into this huge
pyramid of metal. The bell cannot be scen but by a special order ;
the place beir. boarded over, you make your entrance through a trap-

=0 =
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don:‘ This mutild’>d work has'a sister of a greater size in China, which,

1 understand, isthe : rgest in the known world.

e S

Having new given you a peal, or rather cheated you of one, as I have
introduced you to none but silenit bells, I will bid you good night,- well
aware tha. y._ have had lullaby enough in #r. To-morrow I
will speak ™ ~ou further of the churches.

¥ ook ok v S eeyprlE g e g g SR TSy

May 8th. +S. Noon.
I have not time to resume my subject; but before I close my letter
I must inform you of an event that I have just been told : the WidOW_ of
the great Suwarroff died this day at eleven o’clock! She was of the illus-
trious Prosorow.X1 family; and bore to her renowned husband two
children; Natolia who married Count Nicolas Zouboff; and Arcadius,
a brave young man, emulous of his father’s glory.

So pass away the great and the interesting of this earth! While the
widow, o;' the children of a venerated character remain, we do not seem
to have lost all of the person we lament: they are living : .onume=::- to

~his memory-— His image revives whenever we look on objects that were
so dear to him, and which, ina manner, once formed a part of himself.
But when they are gone; when the race soon follows its founder to the
grave, time rapidly draws its dimming flood over the past; and see-
ing the hero’s actions as in a darkened mirror, remembrance involves
him with the cloud of departed greatness; and making one with the
groupe of Thermopyle, Cressy and Blenheim, he loses that pre-eminence
in our regrets which the memorials of his persen, while living, ever re-
HH 2
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Tdvhen I looked at the end of all thls gullt; — a stone bed of six foet square' .
Forty-six years termmated this Icareer of am ition, murder and n#cestf
and all for what? —a throne' bl

|

i . (
‘ 3 | ‘ ’] 5 {
(3 ; iE
Sy thele 18 maglc in that WOI‘(J FOILIL is 1o the word alone *
i

"usu s immolate all that is Valuable in the mgly dlgmty the power -
of dlspensmg good and of enjoylng happmess | What a bastard sort of
power is that which, built upca iestructwn, commands a
wretches, who, perhaps, only await a f'avourable moment o free tk . ,m-
 selves of thelr tyvant’ It 1s Lhe power of a Turk over the sla\}(:n of his
! seraoho not the genelous sway of a good monarch over the hcarts of a
~ vast empire.  And then for happme% ; the mced which eves human |,

Cleatule seeks as the reward of his abours 5 how can it exist in the bo- )\
bOlll of the traitor, the mur der(,l' and the ﬁatuclde 2 All then \Ms sacri- (
'ﬁ(‘ed by this unhappy woman to a shadow? 10 a Jhadow that kvamshed_,
the moment she thought it within her gr asp, and left her 1o a grave of

v guilt, and dreadful nnpendmg judgment! * | ﬁ

: -

The convent in which she terminated he1 hfej contains a,Houtr one
hundred and ﬁfty females ; »eventy-ﬁve only of ‘fvhom hiave yel taken
the veil. An appendaove which, by the bye, they never wear ; but as a
malk of 1hc11 vow have their heads shaved. This they do at the age (?f
: ﬁfty, the tlme when they are allov&ed to make their. holy pr(:f@ﬁsmn
 Uniil [thdt period they remain noqu:es, and may marry if they please
To famhtate opportumuee of pr feh‘mg the. matnmol{ual to the rﬁbnastic '
VOWS, they haye perfect hberty ; the gates. of the m nastery being open
'all day, and Perrrussxon gld.nte them to go out and receive visitors
 without restraint. They have each a separ ate apartnﬁent and every rea-
sonable comfort, Tlie abbe§s 18 chosen from amongsﬁ the wndows of the
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Thcse gloomy rooms have lately been newly filled up ; but much of
their old furniture remains; partlcularly the rehglous pictures which
adorned the walls in her time: and other holy articles necessary 10 a
nun’s cell. Having gone through the whole of the church, I took my
leave of my saintl‘y conductress, thanking her most sineerel y for the
troubl. she had taken in walking so long, and for the pauence Wlth

_ which she a.nswered my numerous questions.
‘ : , ” =
~ Soon after T lefi the vicimn - R Divitéhy, I Waé invited by . rir e
W to go down to his country residence on the day of the ‘Ili)ly
Trinity. - It being the féfe de village of the Prince, I expected much
rustic festi{rity ; for general entertainment, I could be at no loss, as my
iliusﬁious host is not only master of all the graces of hospitality, but

eminent for learning and talents. His palace is finely sitnated, and
built of stone with great taste and splendor possessing every accom-

modation for the gayest amusements and the profoundest study.

When I arrived, the whole family, visitors and vassals, Were assem-
bled in the church ; and when I joined the party, were arranged in a
eircle before the holy screen. The pavement was strewn with flowers
and green herbs, each person holding in his hand a bouquet. One was
also presented to me on my entrance. All the peasaniry were dressed
in their best, and decorated with this vernal ornament. Three .ptiests
officiated, the superior of them being a man of a most venerable aspect.
Many prayers were read and anthems sung ; after which a sermon was
dehveled with great judgment and feehncr at least so it seemed 1o me,
from the energy of the preacher and the rivetied attention of the con-
greoatmn. Towards the conclusion the whole party, as well as the two
assistant eccléﬂastlcs knelt down, holding the flowers up & to their faces.
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men, as merchants, to pass many a year of their lives, shut out from
every comfort of existence. Strange infatuation of man, to waste his
days in prondmg for a period which he never secs! From youth to
age he suffers every privation that inclement elements, cheerless labours,
-and joyless society can inflict, to amass a hoard of weglth, useless to
him there: yet there he lives, gathering more and more, daily intend-
ing to return home to his native country and enjoy his riches; and yet
putting it off for another bag of gold, till-death surprises him. Then on
‘his cold bed, he finds that he has suffered and toiled in vain: a lundred .
who had perhaps forgotten all of him but his name, were to reap the reward
of his labours, “while he filled a dismal grave beneath the frozen pole !

This terrible country, which seems as if it really lay under an inter-
dict from Hea;ven, is formed-of' sterile rocks, morasses, and naked moun-

. tains. Rarely a living soul is seen to animate the dreary solitude ; not
an ear of cora ever ripens there; and the utmost of their harvestis a
little poor barley: not a fruit tree of any sort ever cheers the eye; all is

one wide waste of desolation, It is in these iron regions that we hear of

travellers, nay whole families, being frozen to death. Water freezes as
it falls ; and birds drop from the heavens hard as marble. Often groupes
_of men and horses have been discovered on the high roads, in various
attitudes, dead, and stiff, and petrified to ice. Instances have been
known of boors being brought by their horses into villages and towns,
lifeless, sitting upright with every appearance of existence, holding their
whip and reins. This happens even between Mosco and St. Peters-
burgh, when the \Wi-nters are'particula;rly severe. e

It is a very common thing for the nose, ears, or any other extremity
gqused to the air, to be frost-bitten, which effect takes place unfelt by
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iwo or three hundred slaves. This exit and®entrance make an altera-
tion of nearly 50,000 souls. The multitude who people this metropolis
in the colder months amounting to 359,000, and in the warmer to
300,000. This does not include the villagés close to the city, as they ‘
contain souls to the number of 60,000, or more.

I have already mentioned t6 you some of the most delightful country
residences of the nobility around Mosco: a few others I shall here
notice, in which I have enjoyed some of sthe pleasantest moments of m ¥
northern travels. One in pdl'thll]ﬂ.I', Ostanknia, a mansion of Count
Tcheremetoff is magnificent in its structure, and most romantically
situated. It is fumished in the finest taste, and possesses many valuable
éntiques; amongst the most excellent is a statue, named on the pe-
destal the goddess of health. 1ts drapery is exquisite, and the form of the
figure of the first Grecian mould. The feet and one hand are modern,
and the head seems to have been also restored ; but the rest is in good .
preservation, and fully declare it to have been the wotk of the classic g
ages. The Count gave 1200 rubles for it. Indeed all that belongs to
this nobleman is of the best in taste and costliness. Besides Ostanknia
he has other fine residences, but the most admired is that of Kuscova,
about seven versts from Mosco. The buildings and gardens are in a.
princely style, having a superb theatre, banqueting house, and her-
>mltage The noble owner frequéntly gives entertainments here, every
way harmonizing with his own fine taste, and. the cllgance of his habita-
tion. Cards, and all sorts of games of chance, are in great request.
« Surely, (you will cry) this is no very happy instance of the taatt;ful
. entertainments of Kuscoval P’ True; though it may be of their fashion.
'The nobility, in general are so enamoured of what they term the fas-
cinating suspence of these amusements, that Ihe want of them would

VOE - § v LI
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'be worse than a penance” However, as suspence of any kind is purga-
tory to me, I have not yet learnt their art; and as you hold the whole
in contempt from spade-ace down 1o a te—totum, I will mdke my bow to
the card-table, and turn to more congenial sub_]ects

However, you will perceive by all that I have formerly said, that the
Russians are also particularly fond of pleasures out of doors. Their
cavalcades, promenades, and féfes champétres, in the summer ; and their
sledging parties in the winter, are not a little friendly to hilarity and
health. A thousand gay excuses are formed {0 take them into the air >
and so, for once, fashion is favourable to the wholesome. For instance,
I went the other afternoon to a spectacle where all the beauty and rank
of Mosco were assembled. It was to see a Frenchman ascend in a
balloon, (for there is hardly a nation in the known world whom their
flights do not set agape!) here I had an opportunity of not onl ¥ enJoy-
ing the fresh air, the sight of so many lovely women, but also of obsery-

.ing the excellence of that police I before spoke of : multitudes of people,
and a crowd of carriages, not to be numbered, were on the spot Not
an altercation ensued ; every vehicle moved on and off in rotation, re-

- maining perhaps for the space of a minute until the soldiers of the police
had ascertained whether its proprietor was ready to re-enter. If not,
the next drove up, and so the rest in order. It is a ‘military arrange-
ment ; and as such all its officers and soldiers are regimentally cloathed.
They are well mounted, and also well vested with authority ; which 1

have ﬁ'eqnently seen apphed 1o the heads and backs of the boors and

One amusement 1 must not omit noticing, which they call coursing.
In my mind, when managed with even the most plausible address, it
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can never be a humane pastlme and as it is ordered, here it isa cruel

- With us it has an apo]ogy in them produced by its attend-
ant exercise, and the delights of a pleasurable suspence. But here the
recreation is so simplified, that it hardly seems to contain any thing but
the murder of the animal. In England we have the social anxiety of
beating an interesting and extensive country, and of following the ga,m'e,
when sprung, for several hours, in swift and jocund pursuit. The at-
tention .kept awake, the spirits exhilarated, and life imbibed in every
coming gale, gives an intoxication to the senses which may ‘veAry-readily
- make the huntsmen forget the sufferings of the chace. But here all is
the reverse. | : \

A few days ago I was invited to be a spectator of one of these scenes :

and obeying the summons, soon found myself on the extensive plain
_ which extends along one side of the city. A concourse of people of all
ranks was assembled, with about a hundred andﬂ twenty greyhounds in
couples. These animals are formed with the nicest symmetry, and they
are so strong and powerful in their hold, that nothing they once stnke
their teeth into ever escapes. Their coats are uncommonly beautiful, and
the hair on their tails so redundant that they are usually called fantalled

greyhounds.

On the same spot where the groupe had met, were boxes placed at
certain distances, each containing a hare which had been previously
snared and cooped in this solitary habitation till the day of the sport,

~ At an appointed moment the amateur, to whom the dogs belonged, and

for whose entertainment this lively and humane pastime was prepared,
gave the word ! when suddenly one of the little creatures was let loose
from its prison ; and almost as soon, two of the hounds, were untied and
: LL?2
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n Ehglﬁnd. Yet while writing thus, I almost feel myself close to
you: and in our usual manner of recounting the events of the day to
each other, shall draw in my chair, and tell you how admirably my
sagacity has blessed me with a companion_ for to-morrow’s travel, or
fravail ! which you like ; for, 1 am sure I shall have pains enough
~ before I am delivered of my burthen. \

Mr. B and I had seitled to keep the road together; he in his
carriage and 1 in mine. That he s not the object of my present lamen-
tations you can casily believe. But my evil stars. brought an addition
to our party, who I am now going to introduce to you, merely by cha-
racter ; for I would sooner condemnn myself to trudge with him from
- here to Jericho, than do such an injury to my friend as to present him
: in propria persond. '

The Marquis demmm is the genileman. And the lesson I have learnt
from the method in which this personage authorized himself to become
one of our party will, duriilg ﬁny continental tour and for ever after,
teach me to be careful of suddenly sayiﬁg yis; and of believing that
all noblemen are noble; and that smooth manners do not often con-
.ceal a very rugged heart. 1In short, my noviceship was most egregiously
taken in by the titled Italian; and I fear from what I have seen, and
_more that I have heard, that 1 shall have no trifling reasons to increase
my repentance for my over hasty yea. My Marquis, heaven knows !
may be honest ; but I am too feelingly convinced that he is poor. And
yet that is no crime, as I can bear witness, who am myself, perhaps, not
many whits more worthy in that respect; and assuredly much poorer in
the knowledge of making my way through the world. However the old
adage experientia, &c. will proﬁt me a little.

voL. I. o9
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