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fied ; and this end was ¥ et in fome degree ol
tained : for fo long as each was bufied only about l
himfelf, his own arrangements and convenient efta-
blifhment, they cared little about the true courfe of
the government, which only impartial foreigners
were able to obferve and follow. Thefe, who alone
poflefs the advantage of being able to obferve calmly
on all fides, without the neceflity of declaring them-
felves vehemently for any party or any man, to which
in the fcene of tumult one is partly obliged in or-
der not to be ‘prefled and trodden under foot on
both fides; thefe have, during the whole French
Revolution, this remarkable and difgraceful “peftacle
before their eyes. The nation was contmu'llly the
Iport of parties counteraéting each other, who were
~ often putin motion by fome artful and interefted men,
in {uch dire@ions as by nomieans feemed to tend to the
goal, at which they properly aimed, but which they
attained with the more certainty in proportion to
the ardor with which the crowd on both fides was
employed. At this period, all were weary and ex-
haufted ; all ways, as it appeared, had been explored,
all fituations tried, without reaching the end, which
infured tranquillity and enjoyment. He who could
now lead all‘the weary thither, was the true long
defired benefa@or. A man in full power, who with un-
paralleledboldnefshad forced his waythroughall parties,
through all obftacles, and with adamantine relolution
placed himfelf at the head, who appeared now to have
.-no wifh but to procure tranqmlhly and enjoyment for
all, the more power and ability he drew into his own
* hands, the more he would be able to afford to all the
: T 28 langulﬂnng



languifhing hungry and weary: and.-thus all agreed
in yielding up every thing to his power !

In vain did fome writers of truly noble and genuine
patriotic fentiments, endeayour to draw the attention
of the new diGtators to the arbitrary nature of their
fuccefsful attempts and ufurped fituation. In vain
did the worthy Lacretelle exclaim to them,  All is
overturried in our inftitutions, but all rifes again in
our fouls. Steadfaftly perfevere in never deviating
from that juftice which the prefent moment pre-
fcribes to you ; from the generous and falutary mild-
ners- = 1ich our laws owe to all, becaufe they require
the fupport of all : preferve in your power an ho-
nourable refpeé& for public opinion, which is re-ani-
mated by you, that truth may ever perfett your
wifdom, and watch over your glory.”

.Aftenvards, he fays to them, * You have fworn,
to what ? To overthrow every thing you found ftand-
ing. What did your oath imply ? An entire revolution.
From a fenate appointed for the maintenance of the
conflitution, you have required, what? To open you '
a wide road out of the conftitution. From bodies
which fhared the national reprefentation, you have
required, what? That they thould refign their full
powers. Into whofe hands? Into yours. Ata mo-
ment, when the foreign ‘war continued in all its rage,
when' a civil war was renewed amidft all kinds of
mifery, of all tumultuous paffions, in the prefence of
all fadtions, of all Europe, what have you brought
about? 4 Dzé?atar/bzp [

In a ftriking manner, he exhibits to the new dlC-
tators, two leading men of ancient Rome ;—< Czfar,
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feveral laws were, in the prefence of the Confuls, con-
tefted as inconfiftent or inadequate, and amended ;
others were rejeéted as detrimental to the fafety of the
citizens. Upon which the government, rendered im-
patient by this oppofition, took back its propofitions
in terms of difpleafure that excited furprife. An offi-
cial meffage announced exprefsly to the two affemblies,
that the government found itfelf obliged to defer the
laws, fo eagerly expetted by the nation, becaufe it
was convinced, that the moment was not yet come
when they might reckon on the tranquillity and #nz-
nimity of views, neceflary in fuch important debates!

In order to fecure, in the fittings of the following
year, lefs contradition, or rather to prevent difcui-
fions, the Conful took the very fimple way of inducing
the Senate, at the next nomination of a fifth part of
the Legiflators of the two bodies, arbitrarily to eject
thofe, who, on this and other occafions, had diftin-
guithed themfelves by the freedom of their fentiments.
A lift of the members difagreeable to the govern-
ment was made out, and the purification, as it was
called, of th= two bedies followed very fhortly in con-
formity to the will of the Firft Conful. Twenty mem-
bers of the Tribunate, and fixty of the Legiflative
Body, were difplaced, not by the legal method of draw-
ing lots, but eje&ed according to this pofitive indica-
tion, and replaced by other men, wholly devoted to
the Conful’s will !

Roederer, in his Fournal de Payis, fpoke at that
time of an indecent, unreafonable, infincere, and ill--
timed oppofition ; and would allow of no oppofition
but in favour of a majority who had ﬁrmiy bound
themfelves to fupport the government. Thinking and
. : i ; impartial -
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Alexander vemained faithful fo the peace orce coiis -
cluded, it is not likely that he would haye promoted

a treaty fo highly difadvantageous for England.

A convention between Alexander and Bonaparté
would certainly not have contained the above-mens,
tioned article. While Bonaparté is ftriving to un-
dermine the civil and political liberty of the French,
Alexander is preparing for his immenfe empire a
degree of civil liberty, which is compatible with every
form of government, and which i=no lefs neceffary to
the fecure and dignified exifteace of the regent, than
to the welfare of the fubjeét.

Bonaparté felt himfelf, in fat, too much confined
by his own arbitrarily introduced conftitution, and,
in conjunéion with his chief confidents, has refolved
on a new order of things, which gives him full
power to manage all things as he may pleafe, and
Jeaves the civil liberty of the French entirely at his
dilcretion 3 every oppofition hitherto juftly made, will
be rendered, for. the future, legally impoffible.

But before he developped this plan, he found it
prﬁdent to give his own work, the Cifalpine republic,
a conflitution whish might, in many points, ferve.as
a prelude to the new conflitution of France. Pro-
ceeding on the well calculated principle of preparing
the thoughtlefls French, by degrees, for every innova- |
tion'to their prejudice, he feems to haye planned and
defigned his Italian republic, and its new inftitutions,
for' this purpofe. - There he has in all things lefs
reliftance to apprehend ; there every thing relating
to civil hberty is fo far behind hand, that much which
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jartilleries, and of the corps of engineers; and all
thefe furrounded by whole corps of the cavalry of the
confular guards and the Mamalukes; the foot guards,
and 'l the troops of the line in Paris, were. drawn
out, and formed a thick phalanx the whole way to
the fenate. In his fuite, for the fake of increafing the
pomp, were the two other Confuls, the minilters,
many counfellors of ftate, the fecretary of ftate, and
the prefeéts of the palace. Ten fenators received
him at the bottom of the fteps leading to the palace,
and condu&ed him into the hall of the affembly,
which was alfo well-lined with guards. His two bro-
thers, Lucien and Jofeph, who, as members of the, fu-
preme council of the Legion of Honour, ‘were alfo
become members of the fenate, firft took the oath, at
the hands of the Firft Conful ; which example was
followed by the other fenators. In this oath, at
leaft, thofe words of mockery on the people, Zberty
and egzality, did not appear ; it was not indeed necef-
fary, as there was no populace prefent, who, perhaps,
might be ftill impofed upon by fuch words:  Some
counfellors of ftate, as orators of the government,
produced important proje&s for new Jfenatus confulta,
which, of courfe, were all approved. The firlk regu-
_lates the fittings of the fenate, and the ‘ceremonial
thereby to be obferved ; the fecond, the order in which
the five feries are to be called to appoint depufics to
the Legiflative Body, and to mark the diftribution of
the prefent members in the departments, and the
members of the Tribunate, who are to go out in the
11th, 12thyi3th, and 16th year; the third, the form
to be obferved in the diffolution of the Legiflative
1 Body
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“wereign, than ever her former unhappy Queen could

Nave welcomed her good Louis. . Both could now in-
dulge the more fafely in their propenfity to royal
pomp. * and this was done with boundlefs profufion.
Many millicas had been already expended on the in-

~erior improvement of the Thuilleries, Malmaifon, and

St. Cloud ; and now unlimited orders, and unbound-
ed authority, were given for every expence, in order
to make St. Cloud a much more brilliant royal refi-

dence than it had ever been before:  To many of the

former royal clateaus  extenfive parks were added

and a number of hounds and hunters were ordered
from England, though Bonaparté is no particalar
friend of the chace.. The dometftics, already very
numerous, and attendants of every kind wfual in any
court in Europe, were very much augmented ; great
expence was not fpared to procure fervants of the
old court; befides the private theatre already exifting
at Malmaifon, a court theatre was ere@ed at St. Cloud,
as formerly at Verfailles. A number of muficians
were engaged to be employed in the celebration of
the mafs at St. Cloud as in the Thuﬂ-!iériés, and at
the French and Italian operas which were to be per-
foznsed in the above theatres.  Bonaparté appointed
for himfelf four prefedis of the palace (the “umber was
afterwards increafed) who, in fome refpe€ls, tal. e the
place of the former gentils hommes du roi 5 and, ieﬁdes
their duty about the perfon of the Conful, ‘have alfo the
chief fuperintendence over the principal Paris theatres,
a particular cenfure on the pieces to be played, which
have alfeauy pafled the commilfion of the cenfure

and the police ; and, befides, a {pecial infpeétion over

19 4 the
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the reprefentation itfelf, in which they take exa& care,
for example, that the aftors, when they have to fpeai
any thing afide, do not turn their backs to the Con-
ful’s box, even if it fhould be unoccupied! ¥or Ma-
dame Bonaparté were appointed four maids of howour ; 3.0
each of whom, befides free maintenance and afte®.q-
ance at court, has a falary of 8000 livres per an-
num !

As Bonaparté had poflefled himfelf of the great
diamond called the Regent, which fparkles on his
fword of ftate among the trophies over his bed, fo did
Madame Bonaparté alfo appropriate to herfelf the
golden ftate toilet of the unhappy Queen, which, till
that time, means had been found to conceal from all
the daring robbers whom the French revolution had
produced, It is not likely that fenfibility and ten-
dernefs of confcience in Madame Bonaparté, as fhe
contemplates her face in the glals of the late beauti-
ful Queen, occafions her to appear every day leaner
and uglier than her etofore !

One thing was ftill wanting to a perfe& court efta-
blithment, which, with all their pains and all their
gold, they were unable to procure—this was a nu-
merous layee, graced by the attendance of the ¢l
nobility. . Notwithftanding all that Bonaparté had
don;, or thinks he has done for them, in permitting
their return, and, {ubfequent to .it, whatever pains
Madame Bonaparté takes in paying her court to Ma-
dame de Monteflan, (the chérie amie of the laft Duke
of Orleans, and whofe houfe is now the ch*>f rendez-
vous of the genuine old nobility) all the has hitherto
obtained is the indulgence of introducing her family

: to
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vo little- aﬂ'embhes, held at the hotel of Madame Mon-
tedan by the ancient nobility, where Madame Bona-
‘parte has the honour of being furrounded by dukes,
marquit.>s. cou.s and barons, and of hearing all thofe
~alluring titles of the good old times found continually:
in her ears ; but to gain over any of the members, even
the Ieaft of this felect diftinguithed circle, for the fervice
of her own court, has proved abfolutely impofiible.
. The ex-minifter Segur, who is again in the fervice of
the ftate, had allowed his fon to folicit the place of
vice-prefeét of the palace, and immediately the whole
of the ancient nobility rofe in arms againft a man
whofe family has had to boalt'of a marfhal of France,
and is claffed amongft thofe of the firft diftinétion.
All the citizens with the old e before their names,
who ftrut in the fervice of the new court, in the live-
ries of prefeéts and the like, are numbered by the
rigorifts among the little country noblefle of old
times,

‘The returned nobles are thus the only Perfons who
fhll form a kind of oppofition agninft the Firft Con-
ful. They live wholly among themfelves and with
for¢'oners ; they have not even the flighteft connexion
with the new court; but wholly difregard all the fel
tiyities, the brilliant affemblies, and luxurious parties
to which, it gives rife. They are alfo the only. per-
{ons who have not adopted the new court drefs, norany
thing of all that diftinguilhes the #p/farts, Even thole
who have preferved their ample fortunes, or fo much
asto be ' o live at a confiderable expence, make
no public difplay of what they poflefs. In fmall cir-

cles, however, they form the polithed fociety of Paris ;
3 : and
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0 A
The firft time that the wife of the minifter Talley /

tand (who, like Madame Grand, is faid to have livid
rather freely) appeared in the circles of Madamé Bo-
naparté, he faid to her, I hope tha, M2 me Tal-

leyrand will caufe Madame Grand to be forgotten.” -

Overwhelmed with confufion, fhe is faid to have re.
plied, That the would always condutt herlelf accord-
ing to the example of Madame Bonaparté.””  Were
Madame Talleyrand a woman of wit, the anfwer
might be confidered as really Witty-

" When the firft fingers of the opera, the day after
the {hocking affair of the infernal machine, on the evens
ing after which they had performed, in his prefence,
Haydn’s Creation, came to congratulate him on his
happy efcape, he faid to them, ¢ Yefterday you fung
like hogs!” :

As the National Inftitute was to be diffolved, and ta
adopt the model of the four old academies (none of

_ which, however, woula « mit of muficians and actors)

 Bonaparté faid to one of the latter: ¢ The mathema-
‘ticians will throw the chanbe:-pot at your heads ; they
will have no more to fay to you.”

Even the forejgn minifters, in whom the pe-". of
the mafter they reprefent is refpetted by the ruers of
all civilized ftates, are not exempt from harth and in-
fulting expreflions, either du'rin:g an audience, ora

vifit ©0 Madame Bonaparté. In the laft winter, the .

Englifh and Swedifh minifters in particular frequently
and feverely experienced the harfhnefs and ill humour
any thingmagxgeable in prefence of an ambaffadory -

: generally
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enerally addrefled to fome other attendant, as if thh
* ¢h~ view of mortifying the ambaffador. '

Fo: what remains, there is more dignity in his ap.
pearance +han ragnt be expeted from his diminutive
and very lean perfon, his inanimate yellow face, his
narrow education, and  unpolithed manners. His
whole deportment difplays more of that firmnefs of
chara&er which his phyfiognomy expreffes, and of the
confcioufnefs of his greatnefs, than that benevolence

~of feeling which alone can impart to external forms
‘the pleafing charm which attrafts and engages the
affe@ions of others. In this he has feldom the good
fortune to ficceed ; though many weak perfons, who
appear before him with fear and trembling, may be
more or lefs prejudiced in his favour from the very
nature of their apprehenfions, They leave him with
fatisfa@ion, becaufe they have efcaped without in.
fult ; or, perhaps, haye obtained a nod of the head
from him, generally, howev~:, given with fo ftiff a
neck, and fo flightly, th.c he muft look fharp who
wifhes to obferve it. B~ _ “ver is feen to bend any
other p' rt of his body, either to princes, the ladies, or
an ~>* _cuspe. fons.

AL fh'= itat :d monthly audiences given by lnm and
his wife, the etiquette is regulated and as formal as in
the oldeft European courts, except that genuflection is
not yet introduced. Thofe who appear at them are
confined to the ufual coftume of other courts. The
Firft Conful does not appear at them in the military
anifene i which on the fame day he attends the

& ;"".md parade, but even fo the bag on his hair is in
3 full
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this purpofe! He celebrated mafs on the altar of
Iberty, in the Field of Mars, on the great feftival of
the confederation; confecrated the ftandards of the
departments, and <alled them the holy ftandards of
hbexty as foon as the affairs of the conflitutional
party began to appear in a critical and dangerous fitua-
tion, he contrived to procure from the miniftry a fe-
cret miffion to England ; bemg fent away from thenee,
he thought*he could go to no other than the land of
liberty, and, with many French emigrants, embarked
for America! = As his name was found in the papers
of the king which was produced from a fecret drawer,
and on which the chief accufations agaixi,ﬁ the unfor-
tunate Louis were founded, he was placed by the
Convention on the lift of emigrants. . He availed
himfelf, however, of a convenient opportunity to get
Linlelf erafed from the lift by the fame Convention,
and reftored to the poffeffion of his property. He then
returned to France, and was appointed minifter by the
Diretory who followed “.e Convention! On the
entrance of Sieyes into tu : Directory, who knew the
epifcopal renegado . well'to truft him, he retired,
with the ‘ac-uifitira of confiderable wealth, from the
midzicy, and .ontrived, during the difaftrous epocha
-of a new vio,nt directorial revolution, to fhove an
-honeft German intohis Place ; whom with as little
conicience he fhoved i\ﬁde again as foon as he could
re-enter the miniftry with {afety !

" In the mean time, in conjunéction with Lucien Bo-
naparté, his ‘confidential compagnon de débauche, as
‘Mir geau had been formerly, he had clandeftinely pre-
-pared Napoleon’s return from Egypt; and, now

; united
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perhaps imagines. This double influence has bees
very well exprefled in a caricature drawing. Talley.
rand, with his wretched figure and lame feet; leads
Bonapatté by both hands, and makes him dance, -
Avhile Cardinal Caprara, grinning, plays tie fiddle!
The following circumftance occafioned the drawing:
in queftion, which, probably, no one in Paris will
venture to engrave: At a private affembly, invited by
,Madame Bonaparté, the Conful was induced to join
Madame Louife, his daughter-in-law, in a dance,
which lie went through with fo much awkwardnefs
as to fhew that he had never excelled in the art.
On this cheerful occafion, he alfo found an oppor-
tunity of fhewing the unfeelingnefs of his heart, as of
his defpotic pretenfions, which will hear of no diftinc-
tions but that of mafter and fervant: when preparing
for his dance, he unbuckled his fabre, and offered it,
without looking round, to the perfon next him.- This
happened unfortunately to be an officer of diftinétion,
whofe point d’bonneyr was hurt by it; he therefore
retired a ftep or two, in the expectation that fome one
of the fervants would come for=d and take the fabre.
Bonaparte gave him an angry lovk, ard esxclaimed,
in his rough, terrible voice: ¢ Ind. d! I was quite
miftaken I He then beckoned to a gr aeral; of whofe
obfequious readinefs he was certain, and gave him
the fabre, which he took with eagernefs. When the
too delicate officer returned home at night, he already
found an order to depart next day for the army at
St. Domingo! The fame hard fate is faid to have
fallen on a young officer who, at the tame afic ubly,

forgot himfelf fo far as to cut fome merry capers, am=
: trod
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alone can give to luxury a pleafing and becoming air.
Where, however, this profufion does not exift, one
fees again in the great cities, the extremet mifery,
the moi’c difgufting beggary, and, between both; the
moft eager and indefatigable hunting and driving after
gain, which fcarcely allows itfelf any time f~= mo-
derate, decent ¢njoyment, in order to be able; as
foon as poﬂible,' to enter into the clafs of the happy
sioters in luxury. Every extraordinary enjoyment
that thefe hunters after gain ftrive to procure, is fought
only in the train and {tream of luxury.

Nothing is feen more feldom than one of the hap-
pieft of all claffes of men, he who enjoys a competent
honourably & _q\n;l d or inherited fortune ; one with a
decent moderate occupation, who has with hic { =1fu1 €,
tafte and refinement in comfortable tranquillity
All hurry themfelves from morning to night, asif £ ~.e
decifive moment, an important zra of life, were to
take place the following evening, and for which every
thing, however important, fhould be facrificed. But
25 yefterday prefles on to-day, fo does to-day on to-
morrow, ana-thaton the following day, to the higheft

point of the breakers, in which at laft many are thip-
wrecked'and fink. He who is even able to fave him-
 felf from bodily or economical ruin, is fure of bel
ina moralfenfe at leaft, finally undone. 2
Innumerable are the great and rich houfes who, by
! leading this life, go to ruin, and intwo years far more
are fallen than now remain ftanding 5 more have va-
m{‘led than have arifen. B :
- How can it be otherwife, when every one expends
more ihan his income ; and that bemg J;he cale, none
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eeeded, which, according to the divifion into depart-
ments, and the fubdivifion into cantons and muaiei-
palities, is affigned to his. Befides this, there are
methods of furcharging which far exceed all German
financial inventions. Thofe perfons who lay on, te-
ceive, and violently exa taxes, do not heed any. re-
snonftrance whatever. Quite different perfons are ap-
pointed for this purpofe, wh_, “owever, never liften
to a remoulftrance withoutibeing fhe = Ly seipt for the
firft three months, and have, befides, t.'e rish* to
preferve a total filence, while the petitioner has no
powet of making a complaint any where on that ac-
count. But whatever deficit may arife in the amount
of the taxes, either from inability or any other caufe
in {fome of the contributors, it muft be immediately
levied on the other contributors of the fame diftrict.
Hence every citizen and land-owner, who af ‘the com-
mencement of the year receives legal notice of the
taxes Nyhich he has to pay monthly through the year,
is never fure that they will not be raifed in feveral
pointé, without any public notice being given, or any

reafon for the raifing of his contribution being afligned
~ i 4
It is the duty of every pcrfon to prevent his being
furcharged but it will be feen how impofiible it is to .
prevent this, by the arbitrary and unjuft condutt of
the Coyernment ; and it is the intereft of the tax.
gatherer, who receives a thmxeth of thc faxes, to in-
creafe the gengral recexpt as much 2s poflible by fur-
'charges. Here thgnavery unufual cafe in the levying. .
of taxes occurs: generally the attual receipt is. infe.
rior to the fam e{hmated 57 mhcreas in the new" repub- |
i T 4 i hcan
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cafe o objetion would be made toa confiderable
facrifice, He had the claimfully explained < found

it good, and faid to the petitioner: I underiake it for
50 per. eent. ; in three months you Sball bave the money.
The moment that Lucieg arranged the matter with ‘
his brother and his minifters, he became fcme mil- *
lions richer. Such profits, noplaces in the Legifla- -
tive Body, no fenatories can give. :
What immenfe embezzlements muft be made by
contraétors, who are obliged to lavifh i1 zrcmole fums
on their high patrons, before they can obtain their
contrals, and commiffions, by which they gain mil-
Jions! who are obliged afterwards to put up with
immenfe dedutions, in order to obtain payment of
their claims, and yet in the end remain pofleffled of
. 90 or 30 millions ! So high is the wealth of Collot,
for inftance, eftimated, who was contraor for Italy,
and for. the navy; and whom the Government, on
the renewal of hoftilities, almoft compelled to take on
him again the contraéts for the navy, though le
himfelf pleaded - an embarraflment in his circum-
ftapces, which for a time gave ground to fear he muft A
fall, "The avaricious Government, which in general |
has an eye on all thofe who have fuddenly grown
rich in the war, and live in luxury, intends perhapsr
to pluck him a little by thefe contrats.
1In this manner he is faid to have been fleeced by‘
Jofeph Bonapart€, when he was negociating the Peace *
at Luneville,. The day before it was formally conclud-
~ed, when he was quite fure of the event, Jofepl dent
a meffenger to Collot with the news, and com-
miflioned him to purchafe for hlm ftate paper to the
yalue
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make the perfon a pnfonér in the proper legal fenfe
but too much fo in faét; and in regard to his perfons
He is confined in the depots de la police, where he is

vorfe off than in moft of the ftafe prifons. While
he is confined there, the judge, without the aid of
counfel, examines the witneffes, whom they even
threaten as accomplices. The great art of the judges
of fuch a tribunal Jpecicl confifts in deteCting falfa,
and they are incredibly dexterous in difcovering fuch,
which they diftinguifh by the new technical'term of
faux rationals, 'The more ignorant and fearful the
witnefles fummoned are, the more eafy is this art.
When the judge, who has to'report on the cafe, has
finifhed his bufinefs, the prifoner thus provifionally
confined receives his mandat d’arrét, which thofe who
are confined with him generally confider as a con-
demnation. In this manner the courts of juftice have
hitherto eluded the law, which orders that no one
fhall remain in prifon more ‘than forty-eight hours,
without being heard. For though he may have re-
mained months togetiser without a hearing upon the
snandat de depit, they reckoned his imprifonment only
from the time of his receiving the legal mandat
@ arrét, which confines him to a ftate prifon. Now,
they no longer need the form f this proceeding,
{ince the Conful, by his laft fera.s confultum, has
taken on himfelf the right of deciding on all fuch
things arbitrarily ; as we have particulirl) related
above.

When the prifoner has got ‘his manda® 4 arrétyome
appears, and has a counfel.  On the latter the judy>-
, impofes |

|

-
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inipofes filence as often as he will, by telling him that
his difcourfe-affetts politics, and interés Letat: I,
notwithftanding this he ftill {peaks too boldly, he lays
 him under an snterdiction for three or even fix months,
during which he dares not appear before an; -
bunal.

¥or cbitinate prifoners, who will rot confefs or de-
pofe according to the with of the judge, a new kind
of torture has been introduced ; it confilts of an in-
{trument worthy of Nero. Dubois, who executes the
will of Bonaparté ftill better than Fouché before him,
has caufed prifons of a peculiar conftruétion to be
erected, which are fo narrow and low, that the pri<
foner who is thrown into them can neither ftand up-
right, nor e‘\‘/en fit or lie comfoftablys Thus cons
fined, the prifoner is afked through an opening, every
quarter of an hour, whether he will confefs or de-
pofe more. Can any one imagine that, in fuch a
fituation, unprincipled Frenchmen will hefitate in de-
elarations to the prejudice of others? Yet a member
Tof the Tribunate; who is a jurift, and philofophical
writer, once defended this Nero-like invention againft
thefe and other objeftions, as a neceflary violence for |
the cure of contumacious filence!

As they are inconfiderate and unjuft in arrelts and
proceedings befe e their deteftable fpecial tribunals,
fo are they ir. releafing prifoners, even in the midft of
a trial, ~irhout a fentence or decifion, when the ac-
cufe’ is able to proecure himfelf the patronage of
powerful men.  Thus confiftency in inconfiftency re-
airs many évils.  In tuss manner the potter Fourmy,
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fubjedt to their ju iiditton, thefe judges are uncottis
monly expeditious in their irregular. proceedings.
Thus, laft year, Mr. deerbi, Secretary of the Cifalpine
Winilter Marefcalchi, was arrefted and confined in a
depot de la police, becaufe he had made difrefpectful
mention of the King of Sweden.  This highly ridicu.
lous mode of proceeding has been very feverely ridis
culed and condemned by Voltaire, in the Hiftory of
Servetus, in his Effaz fur les Mezars.. < Calyin,” fays
he, ¢ obtained by treachery the theets of a work which
Servetus was having printed fecretly. Ie fent theny
to Lyons, with the letters he had received from him.
Calvin caufed him to be accufed by an emiffary. Ser~
vetus, who knew that in France every innovator was
burnt without lﬁercy, fled as foon as a procefs was in-
ftituted againft him. Calvin knew this, denouncea
him, and had him arrefted at the fign of the Rofe,
juft as he was about to depart from it, It was certainly
contrary to the law of nations to imprifon a foreigner
who had committed no crime in the city. This
barbarity, which was fanétioned by the nam- of
juftice, might be regarded as an infult on the
law of nations. Was a Spaniard, pafling through
a foreign city, amenable to that city for hav-
ing publifhed his fentiments, without having dog-

matifed either there, or within ‘ts jurifdiction 2>
Such are the traits which chara&er:ze Frenchmen at
all times ; and when one fees with what incredible fe-
curity they live for the day that is pafling orer them,
without perceiving or caring for -fuch horrors, ~ne
eafily conceives how all their defpouc raicrs of ail co-
lours *
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loin‘s and denominations, whether they were called
Lewis, or Robelpierre, or Bonaparté, could calcu-
late with fecurity on the moral and civil bafenels and
corruption of the nation. -
- The Ffench natlon, its whole Revolutlon, and con-
dnually lawlefs and confufed ftate, may be very well
‘and ftrikingly reprefented under the image and adven-
tures of an highly thoughtlefs and uninformed young
man, who, endowed with nature’s beft giﬁs, is yet
“continually overpowered by the intrigues and fnares of
felfifh and ambitious calculators. The more valiantly
and impetuoufly he labours againft them while b
Ttrength lafts, the more quiet and powerlefs they have
him at length in thefnare ; and when he once lies there
bound, he muft be happy, if one who calculates more
coolly than the reft takes his part againft the moft
“favage, who would rather ftrangle him at once, or
{ell him into foreign flavery.  If this latter, who fpares
the remains of hisbodily firength, knows alfo how te
~take advantage of his moral weaknefs, it will be eafy
for him to excite in hima boundlefs gratitude. Thus
is the dupe held more clofely than even by bodily
«chains. The fear of the return of his favage adverfa-
ties, who had made him feel that all his wild courage
availed nothing againft their artful fury, ‘attaches him
more and more t< the one who wifely fpares . him,
who lets him enjoy all the advantages of fla-
. very, and; éven teachés him fo compare them with
the difd&vm1tages of irregular, outrageous freedom,
Tnus our thoughtlefs, {hort-ﬁaht d young muan,
hLM all" who “refemble him;' is quite contented with
“the



the fecure, peaceful, fenfual enjoyment of the paﬁmg'
day. | ' :
It is inconteftable that the Fr. cnch nation is mdebted
to Bonaparts alone for the continuation of its poli-
Bt ¢ “exiftence: without his refolute energaiic charac— ;
ter, which colle@ed all that was fcattcnd and torn ir)
fragments, and forcibly held it together, which ani-
mated the fearful with new life and ftrength, all would
have fallen to ruin, The French empire was, under
the laft Direétory, {o nearits diffolution, that if there
had been at that time as refolute and energetic a cha-
rater among the fovercigns of Furope, Boraparté
would have returned too late from Egypt. It was to
be expetted that the re-amimated enthufiaftic nation
would not efcape the dangers of boundlefs gratitude,
In the young hero wlio began his careerin a mannerio °
great and unparalleled, many expected to find the
noble pride, and elevated {pirit, which would induce
him to be a wife legiflator, and the founder of genuine
civil liberty, for a great, long-opprefled nation, which
he had faved by his heroic courage from a for.gn
yoke. Is he devoid of this generous difpofition, or.is
he deficient in penetration? Is he fo confined in' kis
views, orfo inordinately vain, as to confider himfelf
alone capable of guiding a g1 “at nation, and ruling it
- with honour ? Or does he dec.y the French nation
o whoelly unworthy and incapable. of true civil and
political liberty, that it does not even delerve to be
fitted for it by folid, liberal inftru@ion, and good civil
manners? - On thefe points his farther progref: il
enable wus to judge moge juftly, W= fhall faithfully
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